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FOREIGN TECHNOLQGY DIVISION,AFSC UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Date: Summer (June) 1953 

Location: Muskogee, Oklahoma 

Evaluation: Other (HOAX) 
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w .t ........r.'-'.hUu , .rl.!.J.D.'"U'-~n 

1
30 NOV 54 GEORGIA, MISSISSIPPI, FLll., S c~-qOL O.A t:lar. Oc:lloon 

0 Probc~ly Cc:.llcon 
-:3::-.--::D---:A-::T:-::E:-· ~=~ :-IM-:-:1!:-::-::r.:-::-U::?::--------+~-:--:-:-:-:-=-:-:--=----------------! 0. P.:> c zi bl y · olio n 

Loccl ___________ _ 

O~j observed by hundreds of persons in the 
Ala, Miss , Georgia and Fla area . Refer to 
case file f or complete detai l s. 

H . COM.'. !:!~VS 

0 O~hor _________ _ 
0 ln:::uHiciont D o ~>lV Evcluo~ion 
0 Ul'i!U~OWI"' 

Obj was definitely a meteorite . 
9 lb obj recovered . 
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~~t cr received in 1958 of sightinv or objects 
pno~ographed durin the period of 1945-1956. 

11, CQ,J... I • S 

d · VI a Ai rcroft 
0 Probably Aircraft 
0 Po :.~i bl y Aircraft 

P:oto analysis sho1s objects to be 
bird~ on !se, probub y phecsanta 
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1 Feb 54 

clc.ar sky. 

o ne 
11. COI .. I 'T5 

::1. t.:O CLU IO.'S 

0 Wos Astronomical 
0 Probably Astror.omical 
0 Possibly Astr~>nomicol 

.0. Other,---::---:--::.----:--
'LJQ{lnsuffici;:mt Data for valuation 
0 Unknown 

- floating Little, if any, residue in jar - o:2e 
s~nll s~=and. Lab reports say 

i:rd ica.tes substance r~oct nearly li!:e cobw0bo. 
Associ.s:tion et\Jeen o ject in cir 
residu x;.ot established . Filtc:-,;), ch~:Li n.lf 
pl::;.. ts, not checked . .:"~zratio~ s r.~' + !):nf 

of 1~:; .:: ~:. ::..:1 spiders po ... ~ibil-:: ty, .... leo 
a/c a po~zibil'ty. 

• •• 
t.u ;/ •" ~" .J.• ~-: 
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~ l ;l l ~--~\ K;f\7 I .!. ~l~l. ... d.~l(h.J~~·\.J. l h . .i.:l.C:JJ{!:~-~ ~ • r:~.::.._~_.. I ----~-_....;. ... _________ --------i\ 
I 3. SOURCE l H) . CONCLUSION 

i Civ~i..1i.<m. I 
r4-:-NUM-3E ROF08JEc·rs--! 
' l ; i 

L_i__ --~·--· js. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 
1
11. BRIEF 

~ 5 I\~.i.11utes I ld.g}1ts b::>1fOr~ng: (:t.t .. cru_rld. cosrcc~_c 
~E OF OBSERVATION i 1·rc:e tak>2n~ -~o.:v:y :::_:::; lt:s.ld...>:1g a.Y.J.Z;l~r;.:,is 

j f,i::-> Vi.sua:i.. l 
i\........_ ____, r· COURSE i 

f ... PHOTOS I 
1 cr v~$ I, 
~ 0 No 
't-·-· ---------· -----·------i 
~ 9. PHYSlCAL EViDENCE 

~. I 

1)boto fr~ol-~! rlC'Ii'T.Ci car:.er.£t o.r.t ~.xllloo::--.t recei \r~:~d~ 1\o :'Cd\"S<t~··t, il.rG-nl 
N'a\?~l (:::trld ~r~hoto::; f'r~~n l-'1/

1 
c r1ot ... J:'ecei -...red -9 :U1stt ff~icient d.a.-~-a 
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126 Apr 54/l6oo 
,3. SOURCE 

!:lilitary 
1 4. UMBER OF OBJECTS 

I one 
I 5. LE, GTH OF OBSERVATION 

I 
16. TYPE OF OBSERVATION I ground visual 

,7. COURSE 

MILDENF.ALL , ENGLll..:riD 
10. CONCLUSION 

RADAR TRACKI!\G DEVICE 

11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYS is
6 Hollow Aluminum sphere. l " in diameter. Pieces o:f balloon 

attached to object. Trade:.:1ark ".!.::de in England'' appeared on 
balloon. 

OSI, United Kin dom believe this ob~ct to be a 
tracking target use by so~e radar st tio~ in R1gland. 
ATIC concurs in this evaluation. 

I floating to earth 
~-------=--------------~. ~ r a. PHOTOS 

I ( r #,. r . ) xn Yos ~ 1.. v o 1..-.;t- ..;1 
0 No \.._ 

1
9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 

x:-·x 
0 Yos 

1 0 No 

::c.:-" \I 
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5. LE NGTH OF OBSERVATION jn. 
I 

~ ! ./ r;·D .. r.ttl1~.0s 

-------------------1 
6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION i 
L Ground V:i.:::n.w.1 
~- ---------
17. COURSE 

I .. ,,. .. 
l :::> ;:, 

I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 

U
~ ~~ I 

1 '! ,.-yes 

~ ~~---------------------------1 19. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE I 
I l 
~ D y ~~ I 
~ _, .• , ... 1'1' l 
L-.-~~~.~-- .. -- --· -- .... 

BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYS!S 

Po ssi 'bl.<;; 
color 
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RICHMOND, INDIANA 

24 MAY 1954 

At 1225 (EST) on 24 May 1954, an Air Force Major, flying a 

photographic mapping mission near Richmond, Indiana, observed and 

· photographed what appeared to be a large, high-intensity light 

moving below his aircraft. The light traveled a distance of six 

miles over the ground at a speed twice that of the aircraft. 

Intensive studies of the photographs were made. The studies 

indicated that the light was not a material object. 

Extensive investigations, exploring all possible clues and 

. avenues of approach to the probable nature of the object were made. 

The ground under both the path taken by the aircraft and the object 

were examined with a fine tooth comb. Photographs were made of the 

area for a study of ground characteristics or other clues. Aircraft 

flights, radar units and other operations were immediately checked 

carefully, with negative results. 

The data was submitted to a panel of scientists and specialists) 

which included astronomers, meteorologists, and a physicist. It wa s 

concluded that the sighting was a very rare aerial phenomena caused 

by the reflection of the sun's rays upon an ice-crystal platellete 

formation. 
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"I '-..-! '. IO VIes Bcllocr. 30 July l95h Hotl+"--:.ai::-J. View l~.Iissou~i 
- ' lg Probably Balloon 

OAT\:•TIAAE GROUP \ 4. TY PE OF OC~ERVAT 0 
Po~si ly Balloon 

Lo c o I 1:1 Ground· Vi :;uol 0 Ground- Reeler 0 Wail Airc1oh 

I 
0 P•obobly Aircrqh 

0 Air- Vi suoi 0 Air- !nt.m:cpt Ra.dar 0 Po s:.i bl y Ai rcrah 

I'· OURCE 0 Was A,tronomi cal 
O:Y11s PHOTOS q Probobly A;;~ronomicol 

0 No Civilian 0 P!l&!lib y At:~tronomiccl 

LE. em~ OF OBSERVATION I'· NUMBE ,9. cou E 0 Othor 
0 lnsufficiqnt Data for Evaluation 

2 I 
0 Unkoown 

RIIZi- SUMMARY OF GHTING 
Photos of t'i<ro objects for1·rarded to 
evaluation . Source is Suc~J Nelson 

1

11. COMMENTS 
ATIC for So1.:rce has c?.dn:i tted contactee stories 
(Cor.tactei~ are a hoa:::. 
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-----------------------------------------------------~----------------------~ 1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS 

0 Was Balloon 
15 May 1955 New York City, New Yor:'i: o Probably Balloon 

I-3.-D-A-T -E·c...T-IM-"-E- G-ROc_U_P ________ __,__4.-=-'f~Y-Pc_E_O_:::F~O-B-S~E-R...:V:__A .-ri.:.O!e!.N...L__::_....:._....:._.::..;::__:~--I O p 0 s si bl Y Boll con 

XB:Gro und· Visual 0 Ground · Rod or 

0 Was Ast:onomi col 
0 Probably Astronomical 
0 Possibly Astr¢n·omicol 

7. LENGTH OF OBSER VATION S. NUMBER OF OBJECTS 9. COURSE . C!:;'{Other Ho? v 

one & one half minutes one 
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING ~11 . 
~s the sources were taking pictures on 
It he roof of a down to ·m Ne\7 Yor!;;: City 
i:m ilding 1 one of them noticed an obj ec 
· n the sl<:y which at times had a· metalL c 
~lint and appeared to be moving north 
fft er hovering~ Object ~hen returned 
~o original position. Source snapped 
~en photos of obj but only five voro 
purportedly returned. In photos the obj 

0 Insufficient Doto for Evaluation 
0 Unknown 

Ncwt.h P· Ron h 
COMMENTs At request o:i AT J.C "this 
sighting investigated by this ~r· 
Investigating officer's opin~on 
is that photos fraudulent. 7his 
hq agrees w/conclusion of IO 
that sighting is hoaxo Photos 
will be forwarded to ATIC u~on 
receipt of AF Form 112 fm ADC 
publications. 1:2 on t is c~sc 
states reasons for Hoax ova ua-

~ppears fuzzy ' similar to cloud or s. olr .. tion. 

--~--.. -----
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PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD 

1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS 

0 Was Balloon 
October (?) 1956 Newington, Connecticut 0 Probably Balloon 

3. OATE•TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 
0 ·Possibly Balloon 

' --
Local XXGround· Vi sua I 0 Ground·R.ador 0 Was Aircraft 

0 Pro bob I y Aircraft 

GMT 0 Air-Visual 0 Air-Intercept Radar 0 Possibly Aircraft 

s. PHOTOS 16. SOURC.E 0 Was Astronomical 
xR.Yes 0 Probably Astronomical 

' Civilian 0 Possibly Astron·amicol 0 No 

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION Is. NUMBER oF OBJECTs 19. COURSE 0, Other 
~· Insufficient Data for Evaluation 

not reported not reported 0 Unknown one 
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS 

Letter from youth with photos of UFO Photos too old and information 
taken two years previously. provided was insufficient to 

-----
,, 

ATIC FORM 3l9 (REV l6 SEP 5l) 

. ' 
' ' ' .. 

' . 
,, ., 

7 
~ 

'· ' --

- ' 

properly evaluate and/or 

' • 

analyze 
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. - PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD 

1. DA'rE I~ LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS 

0 Was Balloon 
14 October 1956 Cincinnati 2 Ohio 0 Probably Balloon 

3. DATE•,TIME CROUP .C. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 0 Possibly Balloon 

.Loco! night IJ:~rouncl- Vi suol TX 0 Ground·Rodor 0 Was Aircraft 
0 Probably Aircraft 

GMT. 0 Air-Visual 0 Air-Intercept Radar 0 Possibly Aircraft 

' 5. PHOTOS ,,. SOURCE Was Astronomical 0 
~Yes 0 Probobl y Astronomical 

0 No Civilian 0 Pouib1 Astronomical 

7. LENGTH OF.OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS 9. COURSE ~ 
nH~rnal TX 

Other e __ ectjoo 
-

7 
0 Insufficient Data for Evaluation 
0 Unlcnow.:' - - - one - - -( 

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. ' COMMENTS 

Photos of moon & light submitted for , Photographer taking pictures of 
analysis. -..... moon through telescope. One 

photo not of moon. This was 
attributed to off-axis, distorted -
& overexposed, (probably oot 
faked) .shot when the telescope 
was pointing near the moon giving 
rise to internal reflections. 

. Camera offset • in TX • 

(Analysis by JAH) 

. 
ATIC FORW 329 (REV 26 SEP $2) 
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-----------------~~--112. CONCLU510NS 

0 Was Balloon ;~----L~-f 1. DATE ~~· 2. LOCATION 
Bostonia, California 19 ·'Q ober 1956 

0 .Probably Sallaan 
3-.-0-A-TE·T-IM-E GR-:0-:U·-::p----- -- ---·- -+4. TYPE OF OB5ERVATION --------- ------·-:-· 0 Possibly Balloon 

locai _ _ 2!00 hr~PST)__ Cl Ground-Visual 0 Ground-Rodor 0 Wa·s Aircraft 0 Probably Aircraft 
;:--.;G::;.M~T==-:=.:==========:.-L . ...::O,~A~i~r-Yisual 0 Air-Intercept Radar 0 Possibly Aircraft 
5. PHOTCS ~ 16. SOURC_E _ ___ _______ _ ____ o Was Astronomical 

Yes Civilian 0 Probably Astronomical 
0 No 0 Possibly Astronomical 

1--------~~-----------7--7. LENGTH OF OB5ERVATION ,8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS 

10 - 20 min (photo exposu~e) 1 

lQ. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTII::!.CL 
ln report given to FBI, source stated that as 
part of her photography course, she fixed a 
camera on the ground to get a "time-exposure• 
of the moon. Camera was left •open" for 10-20 
minutes, then shutter closed. Upon developmen 
of the film a saucer-like object was found ove 
a tree in the prints. Source claims she has n 
knowledge how the object appeared in the film. 

9. COURSE _ ____ II Other_l{Q~~----,-~-
0 Insufficient Data for E..-alual tp>l 
0 Unknown N/A 

1 Enl~Mfl~~nta and different density rep~ 
of the prints indicate that there was ~
"break" in the exposure. The position~ 
the moon and its track, which was sh~ ~ 
to a 45° angle from the original track , 
was the clue. Apparently a partial t ~-I.
of the moon was madei the shutter cloa~ 
and a light fixture in a dark ceiling - -
(indoors) was photographedi and an at t __ _ 
to return the camera to ita originalp::,:::. 
t ion was made. Evidence of • dodging• ,;.>-· 

"burning in• of the photography in qu • -
tion is also evident. • 

----------------~-------------
ATIC ~c;>RM - 329 (R,EV 26 SEP S2) --
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• PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD 

1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS 

0 Was Balloon 
24 Januarv 1956 Beltsville. Maryland (Photo 0 Probably Balloon 

3. OATE•TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 0 Possibly Balloon 

Local ct:Sround· Visual 0 Ground·Radar 0 Was Aircraft 
0 Probably AIrcraft 

GMT 25LQ2Q7Z 0 Air-Visual 0 Air·lntercept Radar 0 Po asi bl y AIrcraft 

5. PHOTOS ,6. SOURCE HX Was Astronomical 
~y .. 0 Probably Astronomical 

0 No Civilian (14 yrs old) 0 Possibly Astronomical 

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION I a. NUMBER oF oBJECTs 9. COURSE 0, Other 
0 Insufficient Data for Evaluation 
0 Unknown 

thirty three minutes one see photo 
J 10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS 

See attached photo and AF Form 112. It is t he opinion of the 4602d 
Similar to fluorescent light. AISS that the object on the 

attached photo is a time exposurE 
of the moon. During the time of 
the exposure, the moon traversed 
the arc depicted em the photo, 
Note the curvature of the object 
the appearance of a spherical 
image at each end of the obj, 
and the size of the spherical 
image is compared to the size of 
the roof of the photo. 

ATIC FORM 3l9 (REV 26 SRP 52) 
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PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD 

1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS 

? May 1956 Boston, Massachusetts 
0 Was Balloon 
0 Probably Balloon 

3. DATE•TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 0 Possibly Balloon 

Local N/A 0 Ground· Visual 0 Ground·Radar 0 Was Aircraft 
0 Probably Aircraft 

GMT 0 Air-Visual 0 Air·lntercept Radar 0 Possibly Aircraft 

I 
I 

5. PHOTOS 16. SOURCE 0 Was Astronomical 
XX'f•• 0 Probably Astronomical 
0 Na Civilian 0 Possibly Astronomical 

.7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION Ia. NUMBER oF OBJECTs 19. COURSE 
~ Othepeveloping Fla:v I~ 
0 Insufficient Data far Evaluation 

N/A two N/A 0 Unknown 

10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING II. COMMENTS 

Photos submitted showing two objects After extensive review and 

which were not seen when photos were analysis it was found that "obj- , 

taken. acts" are the result of develop-

ing flaws. 
I 

I 

I 

ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SRP 52) 

Ro
b 
Mer

ce
r



0 

... .... 

'· .. · 

• 

:· '.· 

' I •,;...;__) 
i . r---~-------

t__:__! 

Ro
b 
Mer

ce
r



Ro
b 
Mer

ce
r



/9 n I'?S'G 

~/3~~ 

~ 
~ 
~~J~ 

Ro
b 
Mer

ce
r



Ro
b 
Mer

ce
r



Ro
b 
Mer

ce
r



PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD - ·••. -· 
" 

1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS 

Between 0 Was Balloon 
6 SeQtember 1956 Coos Bay & Portland 1 Oregon 0 Probably Balloon 

0 Possibly Balloon 
3. OATE•TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 

Local 1500 C Ground-VIsual 0 Ground-Radar cr Was Aircraft 
0 Probably Aircraft 

GMT 06/2100 XXIX Xi,.. VIsual C Air-Intercept Radar 0 Possibly Aircraft 

s. PHOTOS 1•· SOUR«;t: 0 Was Astronomical 

·- Xf:t Y .. c Probably Astronomical 

0 No Civilian a/line passen_g.er 0 Ponibly Astronomical 

11, LENGTH Of OBSERVATION •• NUMBER 01' OBJECTS '· COURSE IXXOtharRboto f l a:w 
0 lnsuf lc:lent Data lor Evaluation 

( ?) 
0 Unknown 

not given one NE 
-

10. BRIEl' SUMMARY Of SIGHTING 11. COMMENTS Source sent UFO question-
Source took a number pf pictures fm naire which source refused to 
airline at 27,000 · ft. Discovered return &hclaimed negative of prin 
elliptical object w/tiny Iberforations lost. Insisted AF give any info 
along its long axis. In rpt insists if rocket ship in area at time o fi 
xt is space ship & requested if u.s. photo. Obj concluded to be emuls i,. 
had a/c of that description in area. flaw caused by sticking prints 

during developing/Brownie Camera 
cannot stop fast action. Has 
Meniscus lens,l/25shutter speed, 
& F.ll stop. No UFO rpt in area 
on this date fm either military 
~r airline a/c. May be attempted 

oax. 
ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 IIEP 52) 
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Date: 16 October 1957 

Location: Alamogordo, New Mexico 

Evaluation: Other (LENTICULAR ClOUD) 
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DRAFT ---- ... - 30 November 1959 

1. Background. 

a. On ednesday, 27 May 1959, Major 'l'acker of SAFIS-3 called AiC!N- 4.E4g 

and ~ nformed Ma.jor .Frifmd that Con ressman Jsnni s had contacted SAFIS and 

requested information concerning n UFO si hting in ise-Coeburn, Vir~inia 

area. A check wHs ltlr3.de of the 0:&0 files and it w a found that no reports 

had been received f'rom \, ise-0oe; burn area. nqs ., l006th AISS was contacted 

and was re 1~nsted to inve;stlgate these aightings . 'l"he only available infor-

tion as that received via telephone and n~~spaper articles received from 

r•.ia.jor Tacker. Tlle in! ormation in the newspaper articles indicated a large 

number of resident. in the iise-Coeburn. Va. area sighted several strange 

lights and found strips of aluminum foil on the mount n in the area . 

b. Detachment 8, 1006th AI3S vas directed to investigate the subject 

0~,0 sit;htinea and contacted AFCIN-4E4S• Due to the fact the detachment was 

short of personnel , T/S~t Bolieu of AFCDl-4E4g was directed to assist in 

t he investie.ation. Friday, 5 .Tune 1959, T/St,t Bolieu and A/lc Brimscombe 

of Det 8, l006th AISS departeu Wright- P tterson Ali'B for Wise-Coeburn, Va 

area and arrived at Wise, Va . at 2400 on same day. 

2. Investig tive Efforts. 

a. 6 June 1959· 

(1) Made nn appointment wit~ the ise County Sheriff for 1315. 

The county sh.oriff, •l!'s . Estelle Heaberlin, ho is a lso a waitress, had 

very little infor tion concernir~ the siehtin~a A~ she had not seen the 

objects herself . 3he steted that she had nev r heard of a mountain until 

reports of subject sightings re9ched ll r. 
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(2) Departeo Wise, Va. for Coeburn, Va. Contacted ~~. Lewis 

L-------'1. funeral hon director, concerniDB the objects he had observed. 

(see fab C) r~ . c===J and his family han been seeing strange lignts in the 

area for n number of years. They drive around almost every night looking 

for them. 

(3) (;on1incte l<.r. David i•liller of Coeburn, a forest raJl8er (see 

'i"AB A) . ;.-.r . L..l __ _.I has observed the objects for aoout a year, l1earing 

noise~ like a strong \dnd blowing throu&U power lines. 

b . Sunday, 7 June 195 • 

(1) Departed v burn for ior~on, \a. to look around the area . 

l'hia area of Vire.i.i.uu n<l~ only co' l m.iail't: ind~J.str ies all.d there was found 

to be , large number oi coke furnaces burnine at all tiwes. 'J.'h.ey are 

outdoor fur ces and an ora e flame is emitted straight up throu@l the 

top of the furnaces. 'l'hey ~e loc ted west of Coeburn . 

(2) Returned to Coeburn and contacted Mr and Mrs J'ohnl._ ____ __, 

They couldn't ren~mber the date of their sighting , but the sighting itself 

was s~ill vivid in their mind& (see TAB G). Their description of the three 

lights they saw was identical to the railroad right-of-way lights used in 

this area, except the strange lights were seen throu£11 the tops of some 

trees approx tely 10° elevationfrom eye level. The trees were approxi 

mately fifty yards t rom observer. 

c. Monday. e :J"un 1959. 

(1) Visited the Clinch Valley College locatecJ neax Wise, Va. 

Howevei', we could not talk to the individuals 1.::oncerned witn the U.ifO 

sightings a~ they uere havine an open hollse P•"rty for parr.nts a;Jd relatjves. 
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{2) Mr. c:::::::J suided the investigators up Sheeprock Mountain to 

the alleged clearing supposedly made by one of the UFO ' s. The clearing 

wes reported to have been used during the month of ttarch 1959. By the 

time the investigator3 saw it, it had ~rown up with weeds and the trees had 

filled out. DuriDg the early daya of the sighting, it was reported, a 

h'xg t;.t'O , of P,)(lpl{' wor-u c.ll over the mountain and had camped in the 

o~ter fringes ~t the clsarine w~re broken and some br~sh in the center 

t:>il'..f,~S. ey lihe l·ialC th:;; locel reside ts got through trampiD.£ all ever tb.e 

clcurinc nu.c. p~ooably brealdnt, treec for fir ·wood., it wnG im'"~ossiblc to 

·,; ~11 if the rcrortc '-tere ":"ccnr tc. As of now, the clearing looks like any 

clearing lound l.n ~ torest. 'l'he · hrce holes found theru have also been 

filled iu. 

(J) ~isiteo the Lewis L-1 __ ____,I family at their home. There !U'e 

two young cirls in the family and all members of the family claimed to have 

seen strange liehtft elroost every ni£ht. We got Mrs E tes' description of 

one seen by them on the nieht of 5 April 1959 (see TAB C) . Later in the 

evening the in es~.igators dro7e out on the road toward St. Paul, Vo.. with 

the Estes family hoping to see some of the lights they claimed to see. Tho 

only lights Tisible we=e car. house and star lights . 

d. Tuesd 'i , (J June 1959. 

( 1, Visi .,ed ;.b:a I I of 'I'aco.:a, Va. S~e was reported to 

have been with tn~ J-.;::.,,; ... tm:niljt onj Aprill959 (see '.~,:Ai; C). 

(2) D...-ove (j~t to Bull .Mountoin on the road t' ..;.t;. i-'aul where 

f-lr • ._I _ ___,I claims to .Jec strange lights. The roc.d w-inds up thr0ue<)l. the 

mountains anJ "~;here are houses in t.e valley ... , and mr. on the mountain-side 

among the trees that cannot be aoen a urine_ the day. 
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(3) Attended a weekly meetitl8 at the college, hold by the Clinch 

Valle;y Collese Astrono~ Club. Noot of the boys stayed home studying for 

final eY.amine.tiona; therefore, very 11 ttle was accomplished. Ho\'tever, we 

did get a description of a s~htins made by Mr. Ronald Wells (see TAB D). 

W'o.ile the meeting was in prouess, a dr . J. L. Van Sandt of' Johnson City, 

Tenn. C<"~IDI''.. in. ':ie ~.ante' to talk to Professor Robinson concerning the 

"'• Wedn sd,; • lC• .Tune 1959. 

(_,) Drov~ tc• l~ortt)n. :'1. to contect :lon ld L..l _ ___.L He had thr-o 

p. ctu::c takEJn of c.t~ or t.tA obj ct • ~ ls cont~ cted l>'.r. Frank I for 

hin descriptiO£\ o" an ohjE·C~ a gt>+ed by him (see TAB F). 

(<!) Drove t~ tile CH.nch VallE-y Colleg~ to contact other 1ue~ers 0f 

the astronomical club Iho had witnessed the objects. Contacted ~~ . Richard 

}) l und JT. ~li 1 L d c:::::J ( see ·!'AB D) • 

(3) Con·tacted Ray t=J• a young boy approximately 10-11 years 

old, concernin an object he had observed (see TAB E). 

( 4) Drove back to Coeburn and contacted llr and .!1-tr.s William R. 

L--~L 'I'he dat · of their observation was uncertain (see TAB H). 

(5) Dr?Ve out to ard Clintwood, Va. to Caney Ridge where several 

stra -e lights were ob3erved by Mr l 1. We were with the I t and 

another yoUJ).f, coup h.;. l!.'ventually, the I family shcwsd up. While \"le 

.•ere thero a Ol'i~ .• t w. · ~c £'1 S;). .;o.c observed. Oue 1uv:;~~tiLatol' said it 

was a car, but on~ tn" •lo ';~r: claimed it \,a a o-vc tiho:: mctwtain. 'fue 

b.Testigator poin·~e·l o.;t tnat t ·1.e ~ount in in u~ativ\t .,., .iR l'airlJ hard to 

~. :Lstineuisb. from t1.1e tl8rk ;;~· , tut she still insisted ~ha li[;h.t w;..s eliove 

the mountain. The inve~tic;ator was sure he had mom.entll:ril:r caue:ht a glimrse 

of a red tn1l li ,·~t t 'hw sume ~ime the hite light appeared. , 4 ~ ne sueges .. ea. 

they keep watch to the left of the original sighting, a•ld after about two 
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or three minutes a car could b seen roundine, a curve from right to left. 

Another lignt was observeu which disappeared and then seemed to reappear 

at another location. The investigators thoUBht that someone had probably 

sone to bod 3S it was vert late, and some neighbor of the first had came 

ho • This theory was just lauahed at. To the investigators • 1 t had the 

appearance of a distant house lisht. After watching in other areas, everyone 

returned home. 

f. Thursdr;~.y • J.l J\.U.le 1959 . 

( 1) D:rovo to Clint· o to contact Mr. Pa.u.l ._I -----'~ He was very 

diffict.Ut to locate o.t d. when we finally located h:L'll, he d1dn' t ~ve very lo 

before eoing b:;~.ck to school (see TAB E). 

(2) Drove to Heysi to cont ct l-1r. .__ ___ _,ler. lllr. ~r did not 

live in Haysi and investigators had to drive back toward Clintwood. Source 

11 ves south of I aysi several miles (see TAB B). 

(J) Drove liO High Knob w'nich is situatf'.d approJr..imately 10 miles 

southwes·t of Coeburn. It is a recreation area in a national forest. The 

trees in thi area are thick and tall this time of year, king it impossible 

to see anywhere but up. 

(4) Returned to Coeburn for the evening. At ai•Prorl tely 2300, 

a V~. Ralph Rasnick, a newspaper reporter, visited the investigators and 

asked for information concerning the sightings. We could not give the 

information re(rueste and Mr • .Rasnick rras so 1nt'ormcd. As he had observed 

some of tne Stl,c.~.nge lighta -we asked him for his description (see ·rA.B F). 

g. l''riday, 12 .Tune 1959. 

( l) Drove to Dar-vliu ~loll£: Caney Riae,e. Contacted several people 

who 11 ve 1n the area concerni the unus 1 lights ~. 1 1 claims to 

have seen . No one in the area had ob~erved anythiD£ out of the ordinary. 
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(2) Talked to s ever a l peopl e in Coeburn, including t he Coeburn 

police ; no n w information could be l earned . 

h. Sat urday , 13 June 1959 · 

Coeburn . 

(l) Vi s ited 1•lr . Charl es ~ .... -----JI, who lives on t he outskir t s of 

• Bemben £av a descr ipt ion of t wo separate s i 8htiD£a (see TABS 
A&E ) 

(2) ,.3::. \"1 ;:;1t ed. by >J:' • Si dney oilliller , an An:ry Reserve 1s t Lt and 

n l aw ,,twJent ot h~ltimore , .dd. had uc~rd of t .e ot.rs.01gc .l~ llts and 

d ::.-ova to C'orht'.. .... ll to J.ort.: arouna . rie said. he liad ta.l.lccd. to .sevel.' l ,t.·eople 

1 ... tuc;r ..>en: a li t.t aud ~· . 

been ~.tp to the clet\rine on ..:>aeeproci:\: !•':aunt• i n and fcur..d. ~ ..... ~e ~t·our.d under 

t he br ush that was charr a . He w1:1s a~ked if i t cou.l<i hav be€n from the 

camp fires -chat had been built there . .He had no answer . He told the 

i nvestit,a tors of t\1. o peoplE: who sa s omethi ng du:r iug t. ,_. 1' 1r ~ i; of ~·i3.y . 

After abo~t two hours he left . 

1. SUDday , 14 June 1959 · 

(1) Drove to 'l'oms Creek , Va . to contact t:~e p..:opl e .,;h.o we e 

reported to have seen a s tranee lit;ht . All tbc.t could b{: lns..rne..d \-18'' 

tha t a woman by the n~.!'le of Shirley saw a FlOJ.llcnt ;r lit;.ht t l';;1Vel. a"ro"'w 

the sky . 
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3• Eval tion of Witnesses: 

a. Name - David W. I ..... __ _, 
Age - 23 
Occupation - Forest Warden 
Education - 9 years 
Evaluation - E3 

I~st of the adult population in and around Coeburn, Va. does not 
have a very hie,h opinion of Mr . I I. He appeared to try to impress the 
investigators with his importance, and especially his prowess in outwitting 
the game wardens . Mr. I I also turned over to the Clinch Valley College 
a rock that he claiu£d was a meteorite. He claimed to have seen it fall , 
and that it was still steaming when he went to pick it up. The investigators 
looked it arer and although it was heavy for its size, it had the appearance 
of a rock found almost anywhere. It had sharp flat places and pieces could 
be broken off by hand . In view of the above, Mr. •liller is considered an 
unreliable witness . 

b. Name • Charles K • ._I __ _, 

Age ... 20 
Occupation - Student and part tiu~ employee 
Eiucation - 2 years colleg 
Eval tion - 02 

Mr . I lapp ars to be an ambitious young n and is well liked 
by everyone . He belongs to the Cumberland Astronomdcal Society, an organi
zation that is open to anyone in t e area who is intercstec in astronomy. 
¥~ . I l is considere a reliable individual, but only a fairly r liable 
witness . 

c . ame - Jackie C. 
Age ... 18 
Occup tion - Student 
Education - 2 years college 
Evaluation - C2 

l4r . I I appeared to be of average intelligence, with no out-
standing qual1 ties apparent. ·~. 1 I also is a me.;1ber of the Cumberland 
Astronomical Society. 

d . Name - Mrs • ._I ____ ..... 

Ae,e - Unknown 
Occupation - Housewife 
Education - Unknown 
Evaluation - .F5 

Mrs I I conversation indicater she was fairly well educated . 
Ho ever , her close association with the r===J family has probably leJ her 
to over-emphasize things she cannot readily explain. 
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e. Name -Lewis L-1 ___ ....~ 

Age - 47 
Occupation - Funeral Home Director 
.Fiiucation - High School 
Evaluation - E4 

!Ill'. I I clait.iS he has been seeing strange objects in the area for 
the last 10 years. ¥~at of the adult population in the area consider Mr. 
I Ia crack- pot. rle take his family, dnd anyone else that wants to ride 
along, on a saucer hunting trip almost every night. They t ke a flash camera 
and binoculars with them. They claim they see something almost every time 
they go out. It was learned that Mr. 1 I receives literature from the 
Aerial Phenomena Research Organization, a private UFO club. 

t. Name - L..-_______ __. 

Age - 35 
Occupation - Housewife 
Education - High School 
Eval tion - F4 

~~s. ! appeared to be of aver ge intelligence and emotionally 
stable . However, she is considere to be in the same category as her 
husband due to the fact the~ have been seeiD£ alleged strange objects for 
so long. She is probably influenced partially by her family. There are 
two youn~ school children, girls, who appear to be real fanatics about the 
l1 hts. 

g. Name - Millard 1~....-_ ___. 
Age - 20 
Occupation - Student and part time draftsman 
Education - College 
Evaluation - C2 

'.II'• c=J io the president of the Cumberland Astronomical Society 
which is only a few months old. lw1r. c=:J has no experience in astronozey, 
however . ¥~ . I !stated that almost every ti e one of these stra~e lignts 
was seen, an aircraft had bone by in the e location prior to, or just 
fter, the sightings . ''Ir . c:::::::::::J was very cooperative am was instrumental 

in contacting other 1nd1vidu ls. Due to the relative inexperience of Mr . 
c===1 he is considere to be only a fairly reliable witness. 

8 

h . Name - Ronald A. I.__ _ _, 
Age • 16 
Occupation - St~dent 
Fducation .. ll yearo 
Evaluation - C3 

~ . I l ia a young man very ~~ch interested in science . From the 
ppearance of his be room. he spends a lot of time reading acientific 
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literature and experimentiU£ 4. th gadgets. He also has built hi.uselt a 
tour inch retlecti~ telescope . Due to the youth and inexperience of Mr . 
wells, he is considered as only a fairly reliable wi tness . 

1. Name - Richard ._1 ----"""' 

Age .. 20 
Occupation - Student 
Education • College 
Evaluation - 03 

riJ.r . I I is also a member of the Cumberland Astronomical 
Society. He appeared to be one of the brightest individuals the investi-
t,ators talked to . :aowever, .1r . I I is considered only fairly reliable 
due to his relative inexperience. 

j. Name - Paul L..l ____ ....J 

Age - 20 
Occupation - Student 
Education - Two years college 
Evaluation - C3 

It appeared that I•1r. I I was an individual looked up to by 
other people. He acted and appeared older than he actually is. Mr. 
I I was very helpful in obtai ning information relative to the siehtings . 
However, Mr. I I is considered only fairly reliable due to his 
inexperience . 

k . Name - Ray cc=J 
Age - Approximately lO- ll 
Occupation - Student 
Education - Unknown 
Evaluation - E4 

>'lr . I I is a young boy living with his 'tiOrkillb mot her . He 
could give very little detail concerning his sisnting. Due to his age , 
he is considered an unreliable witness . 

l. Name - .Frank ~'------' 
Age - 17 
Occupation - C of C 
Education - 10 years 
Evaluation - 03 

Nr. I I is a HU!lf;arian refugee . He appeared to be a very 
concientious individual, eager to learn . Due to his age and probable 
inexperience as a itness of such phenomena , he is considered only fairly 
reliable. 

9 

m. Name - Ralph ~L------~ 
Age - 36 
Occupation - Newspaper Reporter 
Education - Four years college 
l:.valuation .. B3 
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~~. I •visited the investigators in the capacity of a reporter 
lookin for news. He was informerl that only SAFIS-3 could give him the 
desired information, and he was satisfied. He was very cooperative in 
ens"•eriil[ questions asked by the investi(ators. Due to his experience, 
I~. I I is considered usually reliable. However, as an observer of 
phenomena. he is possibly only fairly reliable. 

n. Name - I•ir. & ii'Jrs • John .._] _____ _. 
Ages - 57 and 50 
Occupation - Tipple worker - Housewife 
Education - 9 years 
Evaluation - :l16 

~~. and ~~s. I were very coopP-rative. They could not give 
very much infor~1ticn concerninL their sighting other than they saw three 
stationary liLhts throu~h the tree tops. 

o. .t:iame - William ._I ___ _..... 

Ase - ,36 
Occupation - Insurance salesman 
Education - 'Unknown 
Evaluation ... F6 

·Tr. l I state that he doesn't put much stock in thene sightine,s. 
He was~luctant to give the investigators information concerning his sighting 
as he didn't think there was anything to it. He was positive there was a 
logical explanation for the lights. 

4. Analysis and conclusions. 

a. The metal strips found in several locations surrounding Coeburn, 

Va. are identical to one type of chaff used for jamming radar. 

b. Due to the time lapse of up to three months between the sightings 

and the inveatisation, it js rather difficult to draw a valid conclusion 

as to the nature o! the reported sightings. However, it is the considered 

opinion of the analyst that several things contributec to these sightings. 

{1) The presence of large number of open coke ovens in the area. 

(2) The prevailing weather on most of the aubject evenints. 

(3) The apparent inability o! soce witnesses to determine when 

an automobile was traveling a long a road located on top of a ridge. 
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{4) The inexperience of witnesses with the appearance of 

astronomical bodies when observed under other than normal atmospheric 

conditions. 

(5) The witnesses were out lookins for strange lights • and as 

will always hap·;en, some were observed • They looked so long and hard that 

they began see:tu.g lights dance around . 

(6) The power of s~gestion cannot be discounted as being partl~ 

respor..sible for th~ sigh-tin..:,s. 
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(2) Departeo Wise, Va. for Coeburn. Va. Contacted ~~. Levis 

c. Estes, funeral hotoo director, concerning the objects he had observed. 

(see ·l'ab C) l-h' . Estes and his family hail been seeing strange lie)l ts in the 

rea for n numb r of ;ye:,;.rs. They drive around almost every night looking 

for th m. 

(3) (;ontncte l•.r. David ililler of Co burn , a forest raJl8er (see 

'i"AB A) . ;..-sr . ~lillt:r h s observed the objects for aoout a year, l1earing 

noises like a strong 'd nd blowing throll€)1 power lines. 

b. Sunday, 7 June 195 • 

(1) Departed v burn for ior~on, \a. to look around the area . 

J.'hia area of Virt;..i..uJ.u nu~ only co ' l m.iail ind1.1.str ies all.d there was found 

to be ' large number ox coke furnaces burnine at all ti ,es. ~~ey are 

outdoor fur ces and an ora e fl is emitted straight up throu@l the 

top of the furnaces. 'l'hey ~e loc ted west of Coeburn. 

(2) Returned to Coeburn and contacted and Mrs J'ohn NcCormick . 

They couldn't remember the date of their sighting , but the sightine itself 

was s~ill vivid in their mind& (see TAB G). Their description of the three 

lights th y saw was identical to the railroad right-of-way lights used in 

this area, e cept the strange lights were seen throu£n the tops of some 

trees approx tely 10° elevationfrom eye level. The trees were approxi 

mately fifty yards t rom observer. 

c. Monday. e :J"un 1959. 

{1) Visited the Clinch Valley Colle ·e locatecJ ne!U' Wis~, Va. 

Howevei', we could not talk to the individuals '.::oncerned witn the :J.i!'O 

sightings a~ they \lere havi " an open hollse p.,rty for parr.nts B.:ld relatjves. 
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{2) Mr. Rose suided the investigators up Sheeprock Mountain to 

the alleged clearing supposedly made by one of the UFO ' s. The cleari 

wes reported to have been used during the month of ttarch 1959. By the 

time the investigator3 saw it, it had grown up with weeds and the trees had 

filled out. DuriDg the early d ya of the sighting. it was reported, a 

h'Xg gt·o p of P,)(lpl<" w::Jr>.!. c • .J..l over the mountain and had camped in the 

o~~er fringes ~t the clsarine w~re broken and soms br~sh in the center 

t:>il'..f,~S. ey the l·ialC th•:: locel ."'esidc ts got through tr piD.£ all ever tb.e 

clcurinc nne. p~oo· bly brealdnt tree3 tor fir wood., it wnG im'"~ossiblc to 

·..;~11 if the re. or4-c '-te~ e ":"ccnr tc. As of now, the clearing looks like any 

clearing 4'ound in ~ torest. 'l'he hrcc hole found theru h ve also been 

filled iu. 

(J) ~isiteo the Lewis c. £stes family at their home. There ~e 

two young cirls in the family and all me ers of the family claimed to hav 

seen str nge lieht~ almost every ni£ht. We got Mrs E tea' description of 

one seen b~ them on the nitht of 5 April 1959 (see TAB C) . Later in the 

evening the in -3~1gators dro-ve out on the road toward St. Paul, V;:;. with 

the ~stes family hoping to see some of the lights they claimed to see. Th 

only lights Yisible we=e car. house and star lights . 

d. Tuesd 'i • 9 June 1959. 

( 1, Viai .,ed i-j_•a .uade -'\:.:.msey of 'I'aco.;a • Va. S..le was r ported to 

have b(.en vi th tu~ J~.;;,; ... fl:!Illil:; on j April 1959 (see '.~,:Ai; C). 

(2) D...-ove (j;....t to Bull .Mountoin on the road t' .H . i-'aul where 

~~ . ~stes claims to 3eC strange lights. The rocd inds up thrvu&h the 

mountains anJ "~;here are houses in t. e valley .. • and aomr. on the mountain-side 

amo the trees that cannot be aoen aurine_ the day. 
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(3) Attended a weekly meetitl8 at t he college, hold by the Clinch 

Valle;y Collese Astronorcy Club. r.root of the boys stayed home studying for 

final eY..aminationa; therefore, very 11 ttle waa accomplished. Ho~tever, we 

did get a description of a s~htins made by Mr. Ronald Wel ls (see TAB D). 

W'o.ile the meeting was in prouess, a 1tr. J. L. Van Sandt of Johnson City, 

Tenn. <•m1'. il!. :ie ~.ante' to talk to Professor Robinson concerning the 

"' . Wednesd, :. 1(, .Tune 1959. 

0.) Drov~ tc• l\O!'t~m. V~. to contect :.lon ld WAlls. He had tro 

pictu.::c t ake;n of c ,t~ or t.tA obj ct • ~ ls cont~ oted l>'.r. Frank Budda for 

hin descriptiO£\ o" an objE·C~ sigt-+ed by him (see TAB F). 

(~) Drove t~ tile Clinch Valley Collet;~ to contact other 1ue~ers of 

the astronomdcal club who had witnessed the objects. Contacted ~~. Richard 

Burleson and ~. ~lill- d Ro~e (see ~AB D). 

(3) Contacted Ray Couch, a young boy approxi ~tely 10-11 years 

old, concernin an object he had observed (see TAB E). 

(4) Drove back to Coeburn and contacted llr and .r-trs William R. 

McCall. 'I'he dat · of their observation was UllCertain (see TAB H). 

(5) Dr?Ve out to ard Clintwood, Va. to Caney Ridge where several 

strange lights were ob~erved by Mr Estes. We were with the MCCalls and 

another yoUl}.f, couplt-1. l!.ventually • the Estes f ly showed up. While \"le 

.•ere there a bl·i~ .. t w.:d~c £'1 S;). :;uc observed. Oue 1uv:;~~tit,;atvl' said it 

was a car, but on~ tn.... •!<;- ':~r: claimed it \,a a O'Yc tiho:: mctwtELin. 'fue 

b.Testigator poirr~e·J 0..1t tnat t·1.e ~olUlt in in. u~atirJ\t -...• .iR l'airlJ hard. to 

~. :Lstinguisb. from t.ae tl8rk ;;~·, but she still insisted ~h:: li[;h.t w;..s eliove 

the mountain. The inve::Jtic;ator was sure he had mom.entll:ril:r caue:ht a glimr~.v:. 

of n red tn1l li ,·~t t 'hw sume ~ime the hite light appeared. , 4 ~ ne sugges v60. 

they keep watch to the left of the original sighting, a•ld after about two 
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or three minutes a car could be een roundine, a curve from right to left. 

Another lignt was observeu which disappeared and then seemed to reappear 

at another location. The investigators thoueht that someone had probably 

sone to bod 33 it wao vert late, and some ne1gnbor of the first had came 

home. This theory was just lauahed at. To the investigators, 1 t had the 

appearance of a distant house light. After watching in other areas, everyone 

returned home. 

f. Thursdt:l.Y, J.l JtU.le 1959. 

( 1) Drovo to Clint· ood. to contact Mr. Pau.l Buchanan. He was very 

diffict.Ut to loc .... te o.t d. when we finally loca ted hi.'ll, he d1dn' t ~ve very lo 

before going b·ck to school (see TAB E). 

(2) Drove to Haysi to cont ct 1r. la.cki Turner. Pllr. Turner did not 

live in Haysi and investigators had to drive back toward Clintwood. Source 

lives south of Haysi several miles (see TAB B). 

(J) Drove liO -agh Knob w'.nich is situatc-4 approJ~..imately 10 miles 

southwes·t of Coeburn. It is a recreation area in a national forest. The 

troes in this area are thick and tall this time of year, king it impossible 

to see anywhere but up. 

(4) Returned to Coeburn for the evening. At a i•Prorl tely 2300, 

a V~. Ralp Rasnick, a newspaper reporter, visited the investigators and 

aoked for information concerning the sightings. We could not give the 

information re(rueste and Mr. Rasnick rras so 1nt'ormcd. As he had observed 

some of tne Stl,ange lighta -we asked him for his description (se ·rA.B F). 

e,. l''rlday, 12 .Tune 1959. 

( l) Drove to Darvliu ~loll£: Caney R1C10e. Contacted several peopl 

who 11 ve 1n the area concern1 the unus 1 lie.hts ~. Estes claims to 

have seen. No one in the area had ob~erved anythine out of the ordinary. 
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3· Eval tion ot Witnesses: 

a. Nam - David • Miller 
Age - 23 
Occupation - Forest Warden 
Education - 9 years 
Evaluation - E3 

l~st or the adult population in and around Coeburn, Va. does not 
have a very hi~h opinion or Mr. ller. He appearE-d to try to impress the 
investigators with his importance, and especially his prowess in outwitting 
the game wardens . Mr. Jl.'liller also turned over to the Clinch Valley College 
a rock that he clain~d was a meteorite. He claimed to have seen it fall, 
and that it was still steaming when he went to pick it up. The investigators 
looked it ewer and although it was heavy for its size, it had the appearance 
of a rock found alu~st anywhere. It had sharp flat places and pieces could 
be broken oft by hand . In view of the abovu, Mr. ~iller is considered an 
unreliable witness. 

b. Name - Charles K. Bemben 
Age • 20 
Occupation - Student and part tirr£ employee 
Education - 2 years college 
Evaluation - C2 

Mr. Bemben appears to be an ambitious young man and is well liked 
by everyone . He belongs to the Cumberland Aatronondcal Society, an organi
zation that is open to anyone in the area who is intercstec in astrono~. 
~~. Bemben is considere a reliable individual, but only a fairly reliable 
itness . 

c . ame - Jackie c. Turner 
Age ... 18 
Occupation - Student 
Education - 2 years college 
Evaluation - C2 

t4r . Turner appeared to be of average intelligence, with no out
standing qualities apparent. :r. Turner also is a me.Jlber of the Cumberland 
Astronomical Society. 

d. Name - Mrs. Bad f<amsey 
Af,e - Unknown 
Occupation - Housewife 
Education - Unknown 
Evaluation - E5 

f4rs Ramsey's conversation indicate she was fairly well educated. 
However, her close association with the Estes tamdly has probably led her 
to over-emphasize things she cannot readily explain. 
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e . Name - Lewi s c. Estes 
Age - 47 
Occupation - Funeral Home Director 
Education - High School 
Ji.va.luation - E4 

fiJI'. Estes clait.iS he has been seeing strange objects in the area f or 
the last 10 years. ¥~st of the adult population in the area consider Mr . 
Estes a crack- pot. rle take his family, dnd anyone else that wants to ride 
along, on a saucer hunting trip almost every night . They t ke a flash camera 
and binoculars with them. They claim they see something almost every time 
they go out. It was learned that Mr. Estes receives literature from the 
Aerial Phenomena Research Organization, a private UFO club. 

t . Name - ·layberey M. Estes 
Age - 35 
Occupation - Housewife 
Education - High School 
Eval tion - F4 

~~s . Estes appeared to be of average intelligence and emotionally 
stabl e . However , she is considere to be in the same category as her 
husband due to the fact the~ have been seein£ alleged strange objects tor 
so long. She is probably influenced partially by her family. There are 
two young school chil dren , girls, who appear to be real fanatics about the 
11 hts . 

g . Name - Millard • Rose 
Age - 20 
Occupation - Student and part time draftsman 
Education - College 
Evaluation - C2 

·~ . Rose io the president of the Cumberland Astronomical Society 
which is only a few months old . ~~. Rose has no experience in astronomf, 
however . ¥~ . Rose stated that almost every ti one of these stra~e lignts 
was seen, an aircraft had bone by in the e location prior to, or just 
... rter , the sightings . ''Ir . Rose was very cooperative am was i nstrumental 
i n contacting other individu ls . Due to the relative inexperience of Mr . 
Rose , he is considere to be only a fairly reliable witness . 

8 

h . Name - Ronald A •• :ells 
Age .. 16 
Occupation - St~dent 
Fducation .. 11 yearo 
Evaluation - C3 

~ . ells ia a young man very ~~ch interested in science . From the 
ppearance of his becroom. he spends a lot of time reading acientific 
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literature and experimenting ~th gadgets . He also has built hLaself a 
four inch reflecti~ telescope . Due to the youth and inexperience of Vw . 
ells, he is considered as only a f airly reliable wi tness . 

1. Name • Richard C. Burleson 
Age .. 20 
Occupation - Student 
Education - College 
Evaluat i on - C3 

rA.r . Burleson is also a member of the Cumberland Astronomical 
Society. He appeared to be one of the brightest individuals the investi
gators talked to. ilowever, ~~ . Burleson is considered only fairly reliable 
due to his relative inexperience. 

j • Name ... Paul D. Buchanan 
Age - 20 
Occupation - Student 
Education - Two years college 
Evaluation - C3 

It appeared t hat IvJr . Buchanan was an individual looked up to by 
other people. He acted and appeared older than he actually is. Mr. 
Buchanan was very helpful in obtai ning information relative to the sightings . 
However, Mr. Buchana.n is considered only fairly reliable due to his 
inexperience. 

k. Name - Ray Couch 
Age - Approximately lO-ll 
Occupation - Student 
Education - Unknown 
Rvaluation - E4 

Mr. Couch is a young boy living with his worki% mother. He 
could give very little detail concernine; his siehting. Due to his age , 
he is considered as an unreliable witness . 

1. Name - .Frank A. Budd a 
Age - 17 
Occupation - C of C 
Education - 10 years 
Evaluation - CJ 

l<lr. Budda is a Hune;arian refugee . He appeared to be a very 
concientious individual, eager to learn . Due to his age and probable 
inexperience as a ·itness of such phenomena, he is considex•ed only fairly 
reliable . 

9 

m. Name - Ralph R. Rasnick 
.Age - 36 
Occupation - Newspaper Reporter 
Education - Four years college 
l:.valuation - B3 
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~~. R snick visited the investigators in the capacity of a reporter 
lookin for news. He was inf'ormerl that only SAFIS-3 could give him the 
desired information, and he was satisfied. He was very cooperative in 
ens\\•erinc questions asked by the investigators. Due to his experience, 
I~. Rasnick is considered usually reliable. However, as an observer of 
phenomena. he is possibly only fairly reliable. 

n. Name - I•ir. & i•1rs • John B. t-'lcCormi ck 
Ages - 57 and 50 
Occupation - Tipple worker - Housewife 
Education - 9 years 
Evaluation - :l16 

,a-. and f·1rs. l-1cCormick were very coopP-rative. They could not aive 
very much infor~1ticn concerninL their sighting other than they saw three 
stationary liLhts throu~h the tree tops. 

o. .t:iame - william R. :J.CCall 
Atr.e - 36 
Occupation - Ir1surnnce salesman 
Education - 'Unknown 
Evaluation ... F6 

·~. i Call state that he doesn't put much stock in these sightines. 
He was~luctant to give the investigators information concerning his sighting 
as he didn't think there was anything to it. He was positive there was a 
logical explanation for the lights. 

4. Analysis and conclusions. 

a. The metal strips found in several locations surrounding Coeburn , 

Va. are identical to one type of' chaff' used for jamming radar. 

b. Due to the time lapse of up to three months between the sie;htings 

and the investiBation, it ;s rather difficult to draw a valid conclusion 

as to tho nature o! the reported sightings. However, it is the considered 

opinion of the analyst that several things contributec to these sightings. 

(1) The presence of large number of open coke ovens in the area . 

(2) The prevailing weather on most of the aubject evenints. 

(3) The app~ent inability of' soce witnesses to determine when 

an automobile was traveling a long a road located on top of a ridge. 

10 

Ro
b 
Mer

ce
r



{4) The inexperience of witnesses with the appearance of 

astronomical bodies when observed under other than normal atmospheric 

conditions. 

(5) The witnesses were out lookins for strange lights • and as 

will always hap·;en, some were observed • They looked so long and hard that 

they began see:tu.g lights dance around . 

(6) The power of s~gestion cannot be discounted as being partl~ 

respor..sible for th~ sigh-tin..:,s. 
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DRAFT ---- ... - 30 November 1959 

1. Background. 

a. On ednesday, 27 May 1959, Major 'l'acker of SAFIS-3 called AiC!N- 4.E4g 

and ~ nformed Ma.jor .Frifmd that Con ressman Jsnni s had contacted SAFIS and 

requested information concerning n UFO si hting in ise-Coeburn, Vir~inia 

area. A check wHs ltlr3.de of the 0:&0 files and it w a found that no reports 

had been received f'rom \, ise-0oe; burn area. nqs ., l006th AISS was contacted 

and was re 1~nsted to inve;stlgate these aightings . 'l"he only available infor-

tion as that received via telephone and n~~spaper articles received from 

r•.ia.jor Tacker. Tlle in! ormation in the newspaper articles indicated a large 

number of resident. in the iise-Coeburn. Va. area sighted several strange 

lights and found strips of aluminum foil on the mount n in the area . 

b. Detachment 8, 1006th AI3S vas directed to investigate the subject 

0~,0 sit;htinea and contacted AFCIN-4E4S• Due to the fact the detachment was 

short of personnel , T/S~t Bolieu of AFCDl-4E4g was directed to assist in 

t he investie.ation. Friday, 5 .Tune 1959, T/St,t Bolieu and A/lc Brimscombe 

of Det 8, l006th AISS departeu Wright- P tterson Ali'B for Wise-Coeburn, Va 

area and arrived at Wise, Va . at 2400 on same day. 

2. Investig tive Efforts. 

a. 6 June 1959· 

(1) Made nn appointment wit~ the ise County Sheriff for 1315. 

The county sh.oriff, •l!'s . Estelle Heaberlin, ho is a lso a waitress, had 

very little infor tion concernir~ the siehtin~a A~ she had not seen the 

objects herself . 3he steted that she had nev r heard of a mountain until 

reports of subject sightings re9ched ll r. 
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(2) Talked to several people in Coeburn, including the Coeburn 

police; no n w information could be learned. 

h. Saturday, 13 June 1959· 

(l) Visited~~. Charles Bcmben, who lives on the outskirts of 

Coeburn. Mr. Bemben eave a description of two separate s1e,htiD£s (see TABS 
A&E) 

( 2) '· 31:) \"1.::;1 ted. by , J:. Sidney oilliller, an An:JY Reserve 1st Lt and 

a law ,,tu.dent ot h~ltimore, .dd. b.ad ucord of t \ e ot.rs.01gc J~ llts and 

d;-ovE> to C'06ht'.. .... ll to .Lor~ arouna. rie said he liad tallccd. to .seve2.al ,t.·eople 

1 ... tuc;r .>m: a li t.t and ~·. 

been ~.tp to the clee.rine on daeeproci:\: f•ount• in and fcur..d. ~ .. "*~e · l'Our. under 

the brush that was charreu. He wt'ls aAked if it cou.l<i ha.v be€n from the 

camp fires ,;hat had been built there. .H"" had no answer. He told the 

investiE,ators of t\A.o peoplE> who sa something durii\S t. ,_, 1'1r~i; of ~·'fay. 

After abo~t two hours he left. 

1. SUDday, 14 June 1959· 

( 1) Drove to 'l'oms Creek, Va. to con teet ';~e p~ople wh.o we e 

reported to have seen a stranee lit;ht. All l:ibc.t could bE.1 lns.rne,;d \-18'' 

that a woman by the n~me of Shirley saw a flOJllcnt y lieht t1•.aveJ. a"ro-w 

the sky. 

6 

Ro
b 
Mer

ce
r



FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY DIVISION,AFSC UNClASSIFIED 
... 

UN ClASSIFIED 

Ro
b 
Mer

ce
r



PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD 

1. DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS 

0 Was Balloon 

18 M::1 r 59- Deml:i l J P N.T 0 Probably Balloon 
0 Possioly Balloon 

3. OATE·TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 

Local 2050 EST tl~Ground· Visual 0 Ground-Radar 0 Was Aircraft 
0 Probably Aircraft 

GMT l2L0120Z 0 Air- Visual 0 Air-Intercept Radar 0 Possibly Aircraft 

s. PHOTOS ,6. SOURCE 0 Was Astronomical 
0~ ¥-t. s 0 Probably Astronomical 

0 No Civilian 0 Possibly Astronomical 

7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS 9. COURSE O:X Other St fl tjc k' J e:> ct,..; ,.. 
0 Insufficient Data for Evaluation . 0 Unknown 

NLA 34 
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 11. COMMENT S 

Phot ograph submitted w/34 obj s appearing 0 Static electric discharge was 
r ace a1·ray fm the moon. Obj s wer e not not i ced arrived at a s the cause by photo 
until aft er film vras devel oped . analysis section. 

ATtC: F ORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 57) 
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FRICK PARK AP:EA, 'PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 
15 Se~tember 1959 

( ~On 15 September 1959 the Pittsburgh police investigated a reported explosion 
in the Frick Park area of the city. The explosion was reported to have 
occurred at 2400 on 14 Se~tember 1959. During the investigation the police 
discovered an unidentified object in the area of the reported explosion. The 
object was conically shaped, and the body was of polyethylene plastic, yellow 
in color. Three wires appearing like an antenna protruded from the top just 
below a red light. Attached to the side was a "U" bolt with t~oro feet·. of 1/4" 

.·cable attached to it with 1/2" bolts. The ~oreight of the object was twelve 
pounds. The object was burned around the edge of the base • 

.... 

\ During inspection of the object attempts were made to open it without destroy
int it, but .this proved impossible. Under the plastic coat, which averaged 1/2" 
in thickness, was a thin sheet of aluminum with the same general contours. Con
tained in the aluminum were the followL~ ~tems, all embedded in a gl~e-like 
substance which was used to ~ill the ~ter~o~: 

a. Hilco Huntlite lantern battery container with switch • 

. b. Steel pipe (threaded both ends) 2 1/2" long and 1 3/4" diameter. 

c. Eight Ray-0-Vac flashlight batteries (four in the battery container). 

d.· Two mercury switches. 

e. Tiny atom 1/2000 horsepower electric motor (Wilson's of Cleveland). 

f. Transformer (Federal Telephone and Radio Corp~ration, Boonton, N. J.). 
I 

The batteries, mercury switches, electric motor, and light bulb were all wired; 
however, the electric motor was not connected mechanically to anything. The 
ante~~ and transformer were not a part of the circuit. 

vlilson's of Cleveland, manufacturers of'the tiny atom electric motor, when con
tacted concerning the motor indicated that their chie~ out_ets were hobby shops. 

In view of the relative_y great veight, ~~ccessability, overall lack of any 
productive function, and crudnes~ this object is ruled out as a device designed 
to collect atmospheric data. 

All evidence indicates that this object was not airborne at any time. An object 
weighing twelve pounds would, upon falling to earth from any appreciable altitude, 
have left an impression in the ground which would have been noticed during ~nves
tigation. Further indication that the object had not fallen was the fact that 
the light bulb and fragile plastic cover were found intact. ' 

It is the Air Force conclusion that this object and the explosion were all part 
of a hoax. The red light, flashed by mercury switches, and the whirring of the 
little electric motor were designed to create further mystery for the finder. 
Since this incident happened at the beginning of the school term, this was pro
bably a prank of college students. 
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BRISTOL, RHODE ISLAND 20 October 1962 PLASTIC 

vro youths , age ll, informed their science teacher at school that ·fhey _had observed a 
r ay object falling from the sky on 20 Oct 62 with a whooshing sound , and landing in the 
and about 20 ft from them. One of the youths claimed that he touched the object and 

_t was warm, so he did not pick it up. The teacher suggested that they bring the object 
o him. This object was turned over to authorities at the U S Naval Base , Newport, 
.hode Island. The object was then turned over to .the Air Force for analysis. The samplE:~ 

ere identified as being similar to US Nylon, Number 66, a brown sample was identified as 
)Olystyrene and the cream colored inclusion ui thin the bro"\m sample 1vas identified as 
)Olyethylene . The appearance of these samples indicate stronly that they are the 
'tailings" or "end-of-run" from extrusion machines producing plastic forms or foils . 
·ilch "scrap" or discarded materials are often seen in just this typeaf physical form 
-nd condition . The materials named above are all corrunin and 1v-idely used plastic materi~C.lr . 
~ests have indicated that none of the samples have been exposed to a space environment 
y.:· have been used in relation "\dth any space application. 

~he material was compared with known waste material from extrusion processes of industr··_er 
: n the local areas utilizing nylon, etc, in the manufacture of insulated wire and cable, 
nd found t o be of similar appearance and consistency. Ro
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1. DATE • TI ME GROUP 2. LOCATION 

31 October 64 (01 :Jov) Fos terclale , Nev: York 

l. SOU RCE 10. CONCLUSION 

Civilian I NaJFFICIEiiT D.ATA FOR EVALUATION ' 
See Photo analysis . Unable to deten'une on limited date. presE 

"· NUMBE R OF OBJECTS Print shmrs l i ght track at;ainst nijl t bc.ckground . Coul d be s '· 

Three Prints satellite , a/c, etc. Tvro of the photos Ci.p:r:ear to be tined ex:; 
-¥' 

1 '" T ,-, ..COL' • . .. ~~-~-

5. LE NGTH OF OBSERVATION 11 . aRI"e F sUt.~ARY--AND ANAL vs1s · · 
Photos :trot Reported 

6. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 
s:.:z CASE FI LB; 

Grolmcl-Vicu al 

7. COURSE 

8. PHOTOS 

nvoa 
0 No 

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 

0 Yes 
J(!XNo 

FORM 
FTD SEP 63 0-329 (TOE) P"vloua odltloao of thla form aay c:• • 
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1. r:tA TE • TIME GrtOU 2. l..OC/\TIO 

15 11:trch 1964 15/ 16002 Kinss I-~ountain, North Carolina 

3. SOU~CE 10. CONCLUSION 

Civilian A/C r NUMBER OF OBJECT! Photo analysis indicated that the obj ects in th-;; p~otos were 
Six probably high flyinc;; a / c HUh the sun reflection halating 

t,h P. i ;1'1;1 Cl("; ~ -.;; n r: ::l nrl '· ,.,., l :vi. s_i h 1 ~ _hnJ ..no. _bz:ne.. ..n f" ':: ;,, -irl,.,"t.; --

IS. -
LE ~GTH OF OL\S~r!V TION 11. orm: r sw.t.i IH 1\ DMI LYSIS 

Tot Stated 
I Ob serv'at ion of t\•!0 formations of three ench . Obje~ts at high 

6. TYPE OF OOSERVATION altitude . Contrail Yisibl2 . Photos taken . O';Jj ects in slovf 
Ground Visual fligh t t o SEo 

7. COURSE 
SE 

a. PHOTOS 

ID( Yea Photo Analysi ~0 
0 No 

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 

0 Yes 
IDe No 

FORM 
F TD S E P 6 3 0-329 (TOE) v ... vloua •d1Ucno of thll form may b• ueed, 
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Dt, t: • TltAE GROUP 2. LOCAIION 
' 

Roswell, :Nev ~J:exiQo ~ , f.ltJ, /~ . 
10. CO'lCLUSION:i.r~~iJUF~I~IENT DATA FOR EVAilJATION 0~"/i Jf-"_ ~ 
Photo analysis indicated that the obj reported was not t~e image 

:lvilian 
------------lon the photo. The image on the photo 'vas probably caused by a 

1 r:~r 64 22/0lOOZ 

SOU~CE 

t'UMBE OF OOJECTS chemical drop on the film at some time during its processing. 
Since the photo did not shou an image to compare with the 
observers dcscrint of the sirrhting case regarded as Insufficient 

-----------------~-~~~~~~~~ 
LE WTH OF OllSt:, V TIC~ 11. ll IEF SU~V.\ARY A 10 ANALYSIS 

minutes Bright obj like chrome reflecting sunlight. Time indicated 6pm 
--_Y._P_E_O_F_O_B_S_E_V_A_T_IO-N-~but bright night listed as the daylight conditions under 1-rhich 

obj was observed. Flight to North. Initial observation at 
round visual 70 degrees elevation 24o deg az. Flight for 5 minutes to hori-
:-c._o_u_R_S_E ____________ ~zon at 350 deg az. Observer took picture of obj. · 

Ycth 
--·--------~ 
. PHOTOS 

15 Yea 
o No 

I. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 

0 Yea 
0 No 

F 0 RIA' · 
·· T~ S E P 6 3 0-329 (TOE) P"vloul o41Uona of thll tom DillY bo uoed, 
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G ,..__._ 
1. CA TE • Tl ME GROUP < 2. LOCATION ' 

.,.. 
• · ' 

11 April 64 lll_2230Z Homer, New Yolk 
3. SOU RCE 10. CONCLUSION 

Civilian UNIDENTIFIED 

4. NUMBE R OF OBJ ECTS 

Multiple . 
s. LENGTH OF OBSE~VA TION 11. On!EP SUt.VIIARY AND ANALYSIS 

30 Hinutes - 45 Minut. e~ Lett.er t.o Dr Hynek of unusuc::l ob ser ration. See Case Fileo 

6. TYPE OF OBSEr:!VATION 

Ground-Visua·· (BX) 

7. COUi:SE 

Drifting 

8. PHOTOS 

D Yea 
ECHo 

9. PHYSICAL EVI DENCE 

~You 
No 

FO RM 
FTD S EP 63 0-329 (TOE) Pr~vlcuo oC:ltlonG of thb f~fCI ra&y bo uud, 

Ro
b 
Mer

ce
r



PHYSI07H ERAPIST 

I 
CORTLAND. N. Y. 

Feb~ 23, 1965 

011.. J. Ail.en. llyneh 
OeaA.I:Jo/lfl. 0b4eA.vai.oll.ff, Nolli:hwe/.Ji.e/lfl. Uni..v. 

(yaMi.on., I.Lli.rwiA, 6020/ 

OeaA. 0/l.o II yn.eh. 

TELEPHONE SK ~ 

App~!f owz. ~ weA.e opeA11h..ruj on :tAe -1ame wave l.e.n.cp.h. lcv.d 

weeh, beCI::J.w.je at i:h.e i.i.me wAen you We/i.e w~ yoU/l. l.e:l:.i:eA. o/ r eb~Ula/l.fj 18~ I 
IJXJ/.J i.n. :tAe pll.OCM-1 o/ M4embLi.ntj i.Ae -1h.ei.dzxv.J and data and pwt.i:.iJu;} :tfwn. :tog.e;:th_eA. 

i.n. a comp~i./:;l.e j.ollm. I IJXJ/.J h.orwll£CL :to /l.ece)_ve yowz. ieleph.one cali.. and Ve/'1} 

pleMed. :to cf.iACJM-1 :I:Ae -1~ wd.h. you. I have ll..e-ll..ead my. l.e;U...eA :to you j.o11.. 
:I:Ae (-uu;i :liJne -1i.n.ce U IJ)(J/.) -1erd:. and ll..eali..-g.e :thai I con.iA.adi_c:ted. mfj4el/ i.n. -1ome 

o/ :I:Ae ~. 
One poi.rd iA i.h.a:t :I:Ae jei. ~ ac:l:u.all!f appeall£CL /Jwm f/Je-1i. :to CMi. 

M -1i:.a:ted. i.n. i:h.e 1.ei::i.e:a. and. no;l v.i.ce-v~a M -1i:.a:ted. i.n. my. i.eleph.one conveAAai..i.on. 

Si.n.ce owz. conveMail..on I have ll.ei.wzn.ed :to :tAe l.oc.a:ti.on o/ :th.e -1~ and M necuJ.y 

M I cnn. llemembeA. U :to be {.i.nd i.ha:t. :I:Ae i:.lwd.. o/ :I:Ae objec:l IJ)(J/.) aciu.al.ly nea/l£11.. 

:I:Ae 5ou:th. end o/5h.~ Lah.e and no;l halt Wa.y. up M I 4i:.a:ted. i.o you. r wz.:i:Juvz. 
I fwd alAo f.ollffO:lien. i:Nd I fwd ma.Li.ed a cop!f o/ m!f l.e:l:.i:eA. i:o you :to Si.epAen 7?. 
fJLd:nam o/5 ci.;/:ua;le, /na-1-11 wh.o-1e lwbb!f iA UF0-1. lloweve~~., I neveA. h.ea.rzd. pwm lwn 
and :I:Ae on4J /l.eMon I w11.0ze :to lwn IJXJ/.J ih.ai. Ae. fwd fwd an G.ldi..ci.e i.n. oU/1.. local. pape/l.o 

0:/:Aell.. i.h.an :1:/u.z.;t I have cl.iACJM.-1ed. i.h.iA rna:l:.:/:.ell.. only wi.;th. cl.o-1e ~· 

I;t iA ama;in{; wh.ai. d.ei.a.l....W one can /olli)ei. i.n. -1i.x monJ:.M :Lime and you 

caug.h;t me at a Ve!UJ bllAIJ i.i.me i.n. rny o/f-i-ce -10 i:hai. tn!f ll..ecal..l l.lK1A no;l i.oo rtu.i.ch. on 

:I:Ae mai.ieM we cl.iACJM4ed. I am J..ncl.o-1-in.g. luvuzwd.h. ..1even plli.n;tA o/ i:h.e -1~·ufu.ch. 

rn!f w.i./e p11..e~ pwm owz. d.e/.Jcll.i.p:l:l.on o/ :I:Ae -1ame d.e/.JCA.i.Di.n.g. U M neall.l.!j M we all can 

ll..ecal.l, i.o~ wLth. a d.e/.JC!l.i..p:li.on o/ :I:Ae -1ane and. 1 i..n:l:end. i.o ll..ei.UM i.o i:h.e l.oca.:li.on 

:to h.a.ve ph.oi.ofJAilpM mad.e j.o11. !fOWl. ll£/ell.efl.ce. 

ln. i:h.e event i:h.ell..e iA ~ /wd.luvz. wh.eAein. 1 can be o/ M4iA;lance 

i.o !fOU i.n. !fOWl. ll/LfJ/.Jeall.ch. o/ -1iJnJ.l.cuz. -1ilucdi.oM, IWuiL!j ad.vi.Ae and 1 wi..ll. be Vell..l.j 

happff i.o do -10. T h.a.rJwLrJ !fOU Ve!UJ much. j.o11. f!OUII.. i.rdell..e/.Ji. h.ell.ei.n, 1 r .. emai.n., 

Sin.~ .'fRUA/.J, 

1 ~~ 
1 ncl.o4Wl..e/.J 8 
~erf· /!JaJ.l., 7?R 
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18tre:ct 
... c=-o;r--~.,~lLr-n-c!...,.-, ........ ~ • .,J,cu Yorlt 

~~ar Dr. 1 ~ '-· ---~r 

J: o.m still V.::r"J' r::.u.ch 
AIJr.i1, but I c.r.1 no 
to rcxaind you. ".;11::.:0 
t .• a.t I bel eve yc.u ca::.c. 

You ilcr r!O~ cc:. .... .:.:.L'l 

- ,., 
.J.-.._.1 ..: 

you indico:cca tha'~ i:l.' ·::,:.'l;:;y c_.:. . •'-';_, 1 " 

t,o l"C?::'O~".lCI..! thc:n .:t:J b2.:.>\- .... : ~ C. :1 
~ ble to fo.vor t.•C '71th -~:4!.. 5.n 
thcae in t.hc case f':.!.lc. 

I ·cruet th~Jc ovc:."ythi::. 3 t.:l ·'"' :L; w ... _: ~:il-~h yo:_-.. n ::d t:1:::t · :.1. :.·c ...... _·-,; --~ ·-' 
your camera around 11.!.th you! 

J"AE:krf 

Sinc...;:.~cly ycu .• :s) 

, .. 
~ ... _ .. l-"' ... 

.;J;.:: .... c ... o ... · 

...-,r.,.. _,,.. 
•V ...... ........_ .• 
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DEARBORN OBSERVATORY 

NO RTHWESTER N UNIVERSITY 

Ma jor Hector Quintanilla 
Foreign Technol ogy Divisio~ 
Box 9494 

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201 

12 January 1965 

Hri ght Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayton , Ohio 

Dear Major : 

You >Till soon f ire me b ecause ins~ead of solving unidentifieds, I a~pear 

t o oe addi ng to t hem. I believe you. got a coyy of a lette::.· ·cha~ Has sen·;; 
to me by a ~ a physio-chere.:pist fror:1 Cortland, Nei·T Yo:i:l·:, 
dated May 15, 1964 . I don •t thir~k tnis I·Tas ever o:Z'icially re:po:.·ted to 
your off ice, but it Ha s officially re:.~o::r.·cced t o me, and so I guess in a 
1vay t hat counts as being offi c ially reported. The sig~1tin3 occu:.·red or: 
April 11, 1964, at 6:30 P. I'Ji., appa1·ently Eastern Sta:1dard Tir,;e , as the 
sun vras just setting behind a hill to the Hest . If you do not have a 
copy of his letter, I 1 11 s end you a copy of my 11 t oasted 11 copy . I raccher 
t h ink I sent the orig i nal on to you . 

At any rate, I got around to callL1g and had a fai r ly lone; conversation 
wi t h h i m. He said he r eported it to ne becaus e he had seen the account of 
1cy i nvestigation in Socorr o and because there were three other -vritnesses . 
He said t hat had h e seen this alone, he definitely 1.muld not have repor-'ced 
it to a nyone , coupling it 'ivith the usual statement that he 1d never seen 
anythi ng like this bef ore in all his life . The letter gives the r:ain events, 
and once a gain, as it seems to have happeDed a number of times recently, 
even though a number of months have separated the sighting from ;·,v cc::.ll, 
(1-1hich always ca tches ther,1 coupletely cold) none of the facts have essentially 
changed. The phone conversation -vras r:ainly useful in that it gave ::.1e an 
i dea lvhat t h e guy sounded like and to see if he nad any afterthoughts in t~.e 
i,~eantime . The physical location turns out "co i)e at the south end of S~illnc

ateles Lake, wh ich is one of the J?inger ra:~es . The only other Hitnesses 
\ ·Tere his wife a nd t wo childxea, aged. fourtee!l and ten respectively . '::here 
1vas a south wind b l ovring a ccording to hill, a ·1d the co;.1trc.ils that he sail 
s hor tly before v ere definiteJ.y cl:.:L:-'tin__; ;_-wrtrn·rard . The trail ne smr cc. ·e 
from northeast to soutlwest and drifted sou th·wc:.rd . The cont:tails, further 
rc.ore, b rol..:e up quite rapidly 1-1i thout nro.ch turbulence , and disappeaTed soon 
thereafter . 

The southwestern portion of the c::.o!.J.d appeared t o get dar . ..:er, 1-1hich he first 
expl ained as the effect as t he setting sun. Hm-rever, if this had been tne 
case, it sh oul d have b e en t he eastern part of t h e trail that got dark first . 
It \vaS at this time t hat he began to observe i t v i th s ix- povrer binoculars 
ai1d t he n sa w t hese -vris ps of dark sr::ol;:e coE1ins out of i t . Tn.e original 
trail, incidentally, he said appeared very· suddenly, 11all of a sudden, it 
was there . 11 At first he said it loolted like a :9lane on fi:.·e, just like you 
see in the movies when a plane has been shot dmm at Har , ·out the thins just 
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hung there in the sey like a bananna. It -vm.s at this point that he 
said that had he not seen it for himself, "You 1 d. never had heard from 
me . " The cloud itself seemed to have come froa1 high elevation and. as high 
or higher than the contrails he saw at first. He said the incident !}shook 
htm up a bit" and he cursed himself for not having his camera along, especially 
as he is a camera bug and usually has it along with him. 

\'lhen the second object appeared, he thought perhaps it 1-1as his daughter 1 s 
imagination, but then he saw it also and examined it with binoculars. This 
cloud, horizontal, "1-Tas traveling toward "che north, and he said. it Eru.st 
have been gigantic because the only clouds in the sky, which vrere cumulus: 
were far to the west . This second cloud. behaved in a very peculiar fashion--
it would shoot forward with a flash and n:ove completely out of the field 
of vision of his binoculars, and ther. just as rapidly shoot back agaj_n, He 
said the speed was "as fast .as one moved one 1 s hand." The back and forth 
motion would have covered the angular distance from the index to fourth 
:finger on an outstretched hand held at full arm 1 s length. The object itself 
could have been covered by a thumbnail with the hand in same position. 

Now if this had been in the Southwest someplace, I -vrould say that so:c1e 
gunnery practicel:ad been going on and a balloon suspended target, invisible 
previously, was set aflame by a direct hit. The first trail -vrould have 
been the trail of the original missile. Hm·rever, this is over a populated 
area, and I don 1t think such gunnery_ takes place there . It is fairly near 
to Rome Air Base, but I have not heard that they do experimental gunnery 
there . 

I forgot to mention that the whole duration 1-1as something of the order of 
a half an hour to forty - five minutes, but I thj_nk that he said that in the 
letter. They had ample time to observe t~e strange goings-on, and to check 
>·Ti th each other . When they got ho:ne) they wrote do-vm the events and made 

sketches . He wife is supposed to send ue the original sketches or redra1-1 
some if she has lost the originals. As yet, they haven't arrived, 

So, -vrha t do you ma.ke of it? 

The letter brings out one thing -vrhich I think is of general interest and that 
is that people in general respect serious investigations and research >wrk, 
especially that connected -vrith a university. It vas the fact that a North-vrestern 
University professor had taken the "cime to Socorro to investigate that apparently 
prompted this man to write me his experiences. From my J.ong phone convej~sat ion 
·Hith h;im, there is no doubt in my mind about his basic reliability and intelligence 
I askedwhether he minded having his case in his name included in the official 
files and he said, "Not at all." It >vould be nice if one of you had occasion 
to visit Rome Air Force Base and then called on this guy . 

I am afraid that this is another "unidentified," the Case of the Burning Bananna. 
The only logical explanation I can see is that this -vras a case of aerial gunnery 
and target practice, but \·That 1 s that doing over Rome, New York? 

Tomorro-vr I leave for Washington, and this letter will probably be signed (forged) 
by Kathy . I will see Maston Jacks and the redoubtable :tv'!Ys. Hunt vrhile I am 
in Washington and undoubtedly give you a call from there (their nickel). 
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J. Al e. ·!yn k 
Dca. orn Obs~=va_o~y 

uester University 
C.ica o, Illinois 

I 
o:= t.hL .. 
ii.~ ....... y 
.:.c..;::d. t 

~, apprcci~te t;c_ 
typ ., .:;,u 
~y i. your r~vce~c. 

it to ou • 

pri 
'-7----~L ao~ 

eve c 
6:30 p . 

'T '- ~M ;l [! ==::::J 

~ J I oo!tcd U? L. t:.2 _:::.~..: .. c to t:.c :"'o.:..:L ""'3t of -:.::(,.) 
about 6:30 p.m. t~.c-e c ... c._·~ • - -' I 
t_ il f.:o ·ort e.:...,~ to "'out ...... ..: _. 
ut tho Sout. "t¥eot there t;m 
T"1cn ~ v -.:y blcc 
c~-cd cbout 1 .ile ~o ~· 

lll1ucually wide fo= a ·c 
.,oo~~cd dc~k 
chi1 t c 
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. . : •. o a 
c.1d d · ·uat bout: .. · ~· 
of uo ob:. rvcd t.is --v-2nt, I e 
~t,..c-t:io •.r-.. JcV""'·· ~"· e ;"·c1o cl,. ~·· .... r> ... ~..., ~ "'".,.. • • •i...J \,;,;:~, ""·• .L.l. .._ ,._...;o,._ ~ •~.- ... 6.:J4"aot,J ~-\..: 

to urite to yo'7ug-el~tivc to .t:~ .. , r .::r:~ Vall y 
.... i! o South of/ c:.~1d I .. us t a c.:_ f:-or.:! t' .~== 

:.:) us. 

During World Bar !I I :~~ ~ ~i o n ... c ' . r..). 
11 my fly~n3 ·1::.::. P::.!: ... ..'..n 

United Stc.tc .... 
c:-vcd c:..1.y -..!.n:; t:.e 

• ..,·. c o,....,.c-·"" r.•ll., ich 
.-""• • w. W.i ••"'-' w·... .. 
of rceconing en 

__ y, 

~L__ ___ _ 

I c. 
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SU;ifJ'Ai?IJ OF ?Rl!VTS 

llz ~;t 4~ o/ :tAe dWlh. end o/ :tAe f.o;zmcdi.on. d ~J.JCM 

n.oz ~vi.nff o// any. 4fl'.oh:; mcdvU..al.. T hiA happened. M d . 

n.ecuwi. :tAe c.J.oud /oll.'ncdi.on. and iAe vapo/l. cbz.i..{f.ed. ;to i:.Ae · 
tloldh. accom:Ln.t;; ;to my d.w.u,;)deA.. !lowevvz, I i.houg)d. il 
f.uu.{l:.ed. ;to :the South. ew d c:i.M44oai.:.z:f. and we can. n.oi GJ)IlR-e 

on. :the IV oldh. O/l. 5o ui:h. duz.eci.i.o n.. 
The vapo/l. .vltLi.l {P..om ihe o6;ieci lf..J<l/J a r..eat. d.eal. wi.d.e/l. i.!uut 
an O~J jei. iJw.i.)_ and a {teA. Y ll.iJd. II had. Wappecuwi. 
and 4/wu.l.d. 6e wr-.e~ed. in i:h.e 4u64eC6.uen.i p~ • 
/Vew o6jed appewl/.J movm;; /Jwm i.fji ;to /lJJ,)M and ai a/lin 

14 
l.en.oft I cou!.d. cove/l. ih.e 4i..g}d oj i:h.e o6je.d w.d:.h. my. :fwo 
j.oA.e/-inr;e.JUJ 40 i:h.iA mU/.Ji. have been. a vu..y lwu;e ve/Ucl.e. 
A Ve.!Uj 4/wld:. :Lime l.ap4ed. M o6-jeci. moved. IUI.pidl.y. po..om l.e/-i 
;to ~ and :./:Jzzn. po..om !U.D)d. ;to i.ej.i. 6ach a~ M 4/wwn. in. .• 
T ~ We/i.e no 4-i..gM oj oi:h.e.A. pl.an.M o/l. jei:. ~ in i:.Ae . 
4hy. d.wu.ru; any. o/ lAMe 4i_g.~. ' 
~ :the o6jed WCJ/.J d..i..vi.di.n.rJ i.n.Zo :l.wo pa.Jd/.J ~lww:i in ci.o4eup, 
i:h.e wlwi.e op~n. wM vu..y 4mooiA and a64ol..ui.el..y. po4i.;ti_ve 
in aci.i.o n.. 
!Vo. J oj Pll.i.Jd. VI 6eca72e 4, and 4uD4egu.en;tJ..y. 5 M 4/wwn. in 

. ci.o4epp on. Plli.rd VII. 06jed 5 4/wuld 6e moA.e wi:ifl.c;tl_y 
a pen.ci.l..-4hape and n.oz CUA.ved. M 4/wwn.. 

,·} I.W adl.an.eo U/.J 
At ? ;U_n;/_ II i:he o6jed di.d. n.oi cordi.nue. ;to {all 6 ui:. 4 eemd 
;to 6e 4U/.Jpend.ed. and iAen. cl..iAappecuwi. i.JUo :tAe cl.oud. 6an.h. 
lli rp /l.i.n.i. IV o6j.ed 4./w.t joiWJCUld. a rliA:!:an.ce o/ two indt.e4 
( appll.O~fj) on. lwr.i..p;n. -i../ meMUA.eci w.d:.h. ;w)_e/l. hei.d. a.i . 

o:.J. /;w.~o6j.ed a.t Ve.IZ.ff ~.t 4~ in ?;U_n;!_ 1 d.e- · 
f.i.nit-el.y. appeOAeli ;to 6e o/ mcd:.eA.i..al. /.JuD4ian.ce and n.oi. j.U/.J.i 
a cl.oud. joll.'nai.i..on.. . · 
0-W:f:an.ce o6jed .iiUI.~ei.ed. /-wrn tp;U_n;!_]ll;to ?/'J.n.i:. Jll whe.A.e d 

4/wi FQPJ:WflW. ·appecuwi. ;to 6e aboui:. /.Jeven. indt.e4 on. a ;w)_e/l. 

h.eJ.d a;/:. a/lin I /.J J.~ . 
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SU;iiJ'Ai?IJ OF ?Rl!VTS 

IU ~1:. 4~ o/ :tAe dWlh. end o/ :tAe j.ollmcd:i.on. d ~ 

n.oi:. ~vi.nf; o// any 4fl'.ohy mcdvU.al.. 7 hiA happened. M d , 

n.ecuwi. :tAe cloud /o;zmcd:i.on. and :tAe vapo11. cbu..{f.ed i:.o :tAe · 
tloldh. accollfiuu;; i:.o my d.a.w;Jd:..ell.. !lowevvz, I i.houg)d. il 
i.bu.{.X.ed. i:.o :tAe South. £M d d.iA4J.pai.d. and we can. n.oi. a1)1lR-e 

on. :tAe IV o.rd.h. 011. 5o ui:h. d..uz.eci.J..o n.. 
7 h.e va.poll. .blt1.i.l. p..JJm i:.h.e o6;ieci lf..J<l/.J a r..e.a:t deal. wi.d.ell. i.l-wn. 
an. O~J j.ei. iAai.l. and a{.X.e11. Y ll.in:t II had. d.Mappewz.ed 
and 4/wu/.d. 6e WIU?.~ed. J..n. i:.h.e 4uD/.Ject,.uen.i p~ • 
/Vew o6j.ed appewl/.J movm;; /Jwm i.fji i:.o iVJjJd and a:t C1/lm 

1 
/.J 

l.en.oft I cou!.d. COVell. i:.h.e /.Ji..g}d. oj i:.h.e o6je.ci wi;/:.h. my :fwo 

j.oll.e/-J.Ag.e.N.J /.JO i:h.iA mU/.Ji. have been. a Vei'Jj J.wu;e ve/Ucl.e. 
A Vell.!j /.JM!d i:.J.me l.ap4ed. M o6-j.eci. moved. IUI.pidl.!f po..JJm l.e/-:1:. 

i:.o ~ and :i:1zzn. po..JJm !U.D)d. i:.o i.ej.:t 6ach again. M 4/wwn. J..n.. •• 
7 h.e.A.e. Well.e no 4-i..gM o/ oi:.h.ell. pi.an.M oil. j.ei:. ~ J..n. :the 
/.Jhy d.wu.ru; any o/ ih.Me /.Jig~. 
~ i:.h.e o6j.eci WCJ/.J d..i..vJ..d.J..n.g. J..n.i:.o :l.wo p~ ~lww:i J..n. cl.o/.Jeup, 
:the wlwi.e. ope.ll..C.d:..i..n. wM Vei'Jf /.Jmooth. and a6/.Joi.u:tei.y po/.JJ.;fj_ve 
J..n. aci.J..on.. 

!Vo. J o/ !fll.in:t VI 6ecarne 4, and 4uD4eguen.t.l.!f 5 M 4/wwn. J..n. 

. cl.o/.J epp on. rp lli.rd VII. 06j.eci 5 /.J !w uJ.d. 6 e moll.e d.J.Ai:iJLc.i:l.y 
a pen.c.J..l.-/.Jh.ape and n.oi:. CUil.ved. M /.JMwn.. 

,.; I.W CR.i.l.an.eo U/.J 

fLt rp ;U_n;/_ II i:h.e o6j.eci di.d. n.oi. cordi.nue. i:.o {all 6 u:t /.J eemd 

i:.o 6e /.JU/.Jpend.ed. and #..en ~appecuwi. J..ni.o i:.h.e cl.oud. 6~. 
A:t rp ll.i.n.i. IV o6j.eci /.Jiwi. /o!WJCUld. a d..iAi.an.ce o/ two J..n.dt..e4 

( appiWWratel.fj) on. Ml'.i..p;n. J../ meMwwi. wi;/:.h. ll.Ui.e11. h.ei.d. a:t . 

o:.J. /;w,~o6j.eci a:t Vell.ff ~i. /.J~ J..n. !fll.ini. I d.e- · 
f.J..ndei.!f appecuwi. i:.o 6e o/ mcd:.eA.i..al. /.JuD/.Ji.an.ce a.nd n.oi. j.U/.!:1:. 

a cl.oud.. /oll.rncd:i.on.. . · 
0-W:tan.ce o6j.eci :I:.IUI.~ei.ed. /-wrn !f!Wdilli:.o !fi'J.n.i:. Jll wluvz.e d 

/.J M:I:. FQPJ.Wf/W. ·appew..ed. i:.o 6e a6ou:t 4even. J..n.dt..e4 on. a ll.Ui.e11. 
h.eJ.d a:/:. a/lin I /.J j_~ . 
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[., 
~ 

. ' 

'.• .... . .. 
' .··· . 

. , 

n.:::.o no":J. olci.Jly a:;.:o::c£.,Z •• l:-..., ~... .. ~.,....: ... :;t::".:.t~ .... ...,_ , .... 
ho~ted i e~.:1i1.1ot t: a .·J.~::, te:.1 : .. .:.1.1. ·..:.ci • -.:·.:;::..-· c: c -;;: . .:.-.: : c~ 
rctainir1g its Qiral chc .. '~ , c~ ..... --w-~C. : .. .'.ten the ho:.::::. ... o •. :: ·.:.. · 
a vc:ctica.l position t~ith grcctc:: c.-o:.:e a.:tivi ... y 
GioJ!ting plene slowly ~.::llin:3 ::::c_. ~::.c sky, e.t the s ..... 
.n ~t...L'!pe not: unlike e. b.::nc::.c. r_r:-_ ..... n lt :.-to lonsc-r sec~ 
b.,.~ , 'I• .... ,~ ,. .... c)r'\nn·1 :"!.A l 1 ~-·~o ""h~··, ·:'c•~ 
~~ """"· .... " J -...""- i • ~\J c.. ..... ~~w li.. ........ w:_,. ...._ -. . .a.. - _ 

v;;ry clo~ly cccwe to ~ih!~ -· : ....... 
Evc::yo1e of us observed 
r.akcd eye . 

After about t:h::.::c cinu·;:: a ~.cd cl.::.!?:JCd t: .. ::lc ~:o 
dcl.:ing if ou:: oyeo hc.d plc.~·.:d t:: .:.c~·::: 0::1 t.:!v, oy 
exlt.:liil:.od eathc:re a ar-~o·t~1c::: o:.";.C 1 ~. 
o:u:1pcd c-:,jcct. !t ~:.::.:; :!.E,,.oe.:..:b: 
length, but it cculd have nc~ :.. t~~- 1 .... :::~,..: 33 ::. C'!L.:: .... ::::.n:J. 

r 

. . : ...... ~ 
.11::. 

to 

> .:1 
o,J-. - ....... i, • 

,!r1"~i·-,,.. 
.... u-...... •-•*u) 

• t ·~C .• 

from tho left on t:1e : ..... ::i· :., .. .:c .. :~-; r::..s: ~. t:.::: co•J.lC: ~.o;: ...... ·· .... · 
.. ~l"~th"""" t.h.,:tn "·'·~.·'"' <l-h.r, O.,...,t ..,. ""' ii ' • •- "~· 0" • . """"'0 ·;,.. "'" ••• r~- • '"'• .., ' I~-"' ,.._""' ..... (,# ""-"" '"" "" -~1-' •• u .... w v.J - ~ - .:;;. ........... .;. -.; __ ..,....__ ..,.;.~;_, __ ..... ··-- .. 

' th· 0 fi.,. ... t obj""'"'"t. l.,.,., +l•l.· ... J ·" ...... , 1 < ,...·"\ --;,.,.g ..,~,.,..~.n,. • ..;: ··o .·.·, ·. ~ r ·'- o': Jilo. Q \,.;,j.'-' • -to~.} ll,...o;~.i, - -'1,.;_ ... .,... • .J.-\.,....., .. ;;;..._il.. ~ .. ,;1 .. _,1~ ........ -- ·~ ~ \..&l.w.·- - "--- .... 

t:here the first obj oct be::- . o· :.;tt~.:ctc by .. :.e c oud o 

As I was obeerv:hl~ ::t \ii ~·-· -:.y b::.nocula-s, t'.c::-e 't:':'e 
... ,• itc li0>~........ r. .... ,...,...., t t.,.e '"'C • "' 0~ • . .,...,., .11 ~- r•h '""'1>- -:0 .,,..~., • ,..,.~t• ~.... b1.-.. A.L"""'....a. ... """' ~4 - _._ c.:.. ... .-.- -4 - - ...... i,; -. ..._ _ ...,. • ...__u ~ • .-. •• 
'"'""'·"····:d :!:0 .... .f'1 ..!14/ ,.. ... ..., .... ,...:): or: ... ~ o·· .· .. :.• ..:'> ~-!r"r"'>"" 4 t"' lc- ... }.,. .., •• ,d -r- •.• ,',~r ..... "l.,t "'1..""'._\,;. • ~ f.;.J.J..U\;.""'- ... •~'-* ..... '-'""' -.> # _ ..... ""'"" --.. ... ..._~ .._ -u ..- J....,._-}~~..,., ...... t... ...... .l ~v v\.. .. ._...._._ ..... ._J 

Gtopped, otill r.;c.i:ntaird:.-:.g the ) .... neil ohn .... c.i) .a.?D£:: ~ tly h " ::i:.1J~ ~:y 
""C"" "'1""0C..,.ib""'d ,..he .!...,,.;.rd('\·-.f'-· ... ~"'" r~.-~-.,..·n""Cl~ ... h·il.n- ,.,.-.t·c~--~ .(t- -r,"r·• .. .... ~- "";.;; ... .... -. . . .t.il•'-'- · .......... ~-'-' ............... _ '- •'- ,; ....... ""' - , ......... ···-\:.: -- ..... _ .. ~ 

the binoculcrs . It becC1:!B t:"lic.: i:t ~ba middle ~:..1d ·• i h a c ... ou · o...: 
,.._.,..,,."' """'.,.., ... ,.,ti""'"" · f.,..om : t ···ho··· ·- ..... J-..·~~~d ~s ""........_~~ ~ ""S ·iF- · ~a.~ i:"c -ro ... . 
.:.. "'•'·"~""' '"'"'"·· ~"-" u 0 ., l .1.. , ....... ... ~ ......... """'"-- "'t .. '·..:'""' ay .,. .. ...... ,... ..-.: .... ... -
\Ja::d about the sc:::c Cict~:1cc. }·~~til! it l10vercd d tt~!c, .,.l t:~ · 

· shorten in lenzth u..'"ltil it ~p?c.::l:ed s.::!ucer shcpcd, f._.; in ~ .... ._ ..... ::d -<.: .. 
'!'hen· the n:o~t incredible pu.rt cccu::o xcd ••• fro:::~ t he; o~uccr c .. c \)e :..t 
bcCC"":.O almost perfectly ::ounc .:'l:!d alo-:Jly divided into \.. .0 !> •• ta, 00::.0 
,.:-;!;;;:we tho other, vcl:'y ~uch c.o .:1 /!::.. ':le cell docn u::-.dc:: c. ::.1:cxc 
Tho top o~..~ject slo-;1ly bcc.:.."1z C::Jallc.~· ·_,. ~ !f.: c~;>cs.rc · to [..,.d o ":.": 

·tho d:.Z.otance, ~hilt:! ..:· .. e ccco .. d oJ·* ':!t i:5° 
f'o...,_,,....~d ..,.,..~ n :JOt ""• n -.... "~J l f . .,.n 
\...U'rt;;&i.i•• li.44.,;i '-'4 \-~• ._,... ...... " -..,; I.. Y"""' •· 

1',.. ~-h..r. ~ t":.O~""'"'" ·'i.,... .. ~ 1 "" ,..•c,.l1 ·•• • 4·'···· ..... ..tit~ It:' _...... ... ..... f4.,i},.. Y.j} ···'-"' \.,:0. -··· 4 ... 

cc::""'d e. vcrt:tc\ pe:~cil ;·h 
,.., . T,,,-, t--~N •• ~ .f ~·" ~.... l"'l '"\C r 

L w~• ~- ~ w·-~~ ~- ~-- -~ 
t: ·: :~:: ··..:. .. T:1.en tho E ~neil 

.. ' 

.. 
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Thic "": ola op · sode "'co~. . .. • , .. A 

end d -juat c.bout dusk. _;.: ::.~ -. r' ..: ... .... ~ ·: 
of us observed this cv~nt:, I \:..... u.: ~!" _; .... ~... .. .1 u:: 
ettc:-.tion . !-!~tJever, the inclo-: .... _: cl:".ppi.ngs :::.:"-'- 'tJ> . ..:t: ~J::~ ... - c... t., 

to \.Jrite to yo~g-clative to the ~ ....... c.. ~,en:r.:: Valley !s a:., :...: ..::ifty 
t~ileo South of/ ~nd I must wC:....1:.t t:.o r~port f::or=. tho:-e ccu."~'-' \.i!.c::d~ 
b'l..i: t~ .. ~.:l, ou:: c:r.pc:-i~:-.:.·.• ;"'"'~-:~.::-cd t:.~ c;-..:..~e to us. 

During ~1orld ttJar !I I l:c;.:; ::! pi ot in tha U. . .. 1:: t.:'"u-.c~ ~~~d 

all my flyin3 expe:cic:.i.ce \.7~~::: ·o:..th:.:.:-. tl''lC Co:-.til c~.t<..l l:.mits of t. 
United Stctco. in .::1: t: :.t t:L., , .. :..~vc:- c:~"'e, !:li_:;}-.t o::- c~:.:) ob 

d "'-~ 1 • ' • • • . • t 3 ., I • " serve c.:.~y\;..~ng unusu~: ... ::...::, t:!le e .. :::..(:~. ~~- .. ~~:1,· c ~Gc t..J. , - .. 1,..,\'C GJ'-:::. ... ~.;~ 

hcnomcr:.a '\;;~ich arc bcyc~.: <::..y cc:.?·~ -:.cr:c!.o ~ J · c.r: • 't;:.:!.ch .__. -7 :::c.1.::c 
of rcaconing end crc~ul~ty. 

'. 
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WARRE B. OCHS ER. R. P. 
PHYSIOTHERAPIST 

23 TOMPKINS ST. 

CORTLAND, N. Y. 

r eDIW£VUJ 23, 1965 

Oil.. :J. Ailen. fi!Jlleh. 
OecvdJo/Ul 0D4ell.vaio/Uf1 Nolli:hwe.-Ji:.eiUl Uni..v. 

(ya.Mi:.on., LLLi.JWi.A, 60201 

OeaA 0/l.. II yn.ek 

T&:LEPHON!i SK 6·69!2 

AppCUlR.fl.i:l.y. oWL ~ weAe ope.A£di.nf; on :the 40Jne wave l..eru;;;f.h. l..Mi:. 

week., DeCG.J.~Ae ai :the :time wh.e.n you Welle w/U.:f:.i.m; yoUil. l.ei:.i:.ell. o/ F eDIUl11A.ff 18:/:.h, I 

l/)(//.j i..n. i.h.e pll.OC~V-J-1 o/ rv.MemDli.n.rf i:./u:. .oh.ei:.ch.ea and. data and p~ t.!u:m. i:.o[Jei:.h.ell. 

i..n. a comp~iJJl..e pllm. I l/)(//.j lwrwll£fi i:.o ll.ecei..ve yoWL i:.el..eplwne cai.1 and. Ve/L!f 

pl..eO/.Jed i:.o cli.Ac.tv:M i:.h.e -1~ wdA ffOU· I have .ll£-ll.ead. my. l..ei:.i:.ell. i:.o fjOU f.o/l. 
i.h.e {-.Uwt i..i.me -1i..n.ce U l/)(//.j -1en;l;. and .ll£al...i.:~e thai:. I cordA.adi..ded. mfj4el../ i..n. 4ome 

o/ i.h.e d.~. 
One poi.rd iA i.h.a:t iAe jei. iAa.i..ld aduallff appeCl.ll.ed. /Jwm 1/Je.-Ji:. i:.o [cud:. 

M -1i:.cd.ed i..n. i.h.e J.e;/:;te;o. and. rwi:. vi.ce-v~a 0/.J 4i.a.;Led i..n. my. i:.el..eplwne conveAAalion. 

Since oWL conveMalion I have llei.wmed i:.o i.h.e l..oc.ai..i..on o/ i.h.e -1~ and M nea.M.ff 

M I CIJJl. llememDell. U i:.o De {...i.nd i:./ud. i.h.e :bza..i..l.. o t i.h.e oDjeci:. l/)(//.j aduallff neaA.e/l. 

i:.h.e Soui:.h. end o/ Skane~ Lah.e and. rwi:. hal..t Wa.y. up M I -1ia:t.ed i:.o !JOU· F wd.h.vz. 
I had alao plli)Oi:.i:.en i:.h.cd. I had ma..i.led a copff o/ mff l..ei.i:.e/l. i:.o you i:.o Si:.eph.e.n 7?. 
fJuinam o/ 5 cUuaie, tnM-11 wlw-1e !wDDff iA UF0-1. floweveA, I nevell. Ae.a.rzd. pwm lwn 
and. i.h.e onl..y. /LeMon I wll.Oi:.e i:.o lwn i.iX.I4 i:.h.ai:. Ae. had had an. wd.i..cl.e .i.n. oU/l. l..oc.al.. papell.. 

Oi:h.eA. ih.an. :thai. I have cli.ACU/.J.-Jed i:.fU.A rna:l:.i.eA. only wdA cl.o-1e ~· 

Ii:. iA ama~ whai:. d.~ one CIJJl. tollfJei:. .i.n. -1.i.x moni:.M :lime and you 

CCI.Ufjh;t me ai a Ve.IUJ DUAff :time .i.n. rny. o/f-1.-ce -10 thai my /l.eca.l..l.. wM rwi:. i:.oo t(Jui.~ on 

i.h.e mai:.i:.e.M we cli.ACU/.J.-Jed. I am .i..n.cl.o.-J.i.ntj h.vz.ewdA -1even p!U.rd4 o/ i:.h.e -1~ulu.ch. 
my. wi./e pll£pwwi /Jwrn OWL de.-JC!Ur.d..i..on o/ i:.h.e -1ame de.-JCil.iJJ.i.ntj U M n.ea.M.Ij M we al1 CGIL 

ll£call.., i:.o~ wdA a de.-JC!l.i.pi:.i.on o/ i:.h.e 40Jne and 1 i.rdend. i:.o llei:.WU?.. i:.o i.h.e l..oc.ai..i..on 

i:.o have plwi:.o[J~W-pM mad.e p11. !fOWL ll£/ell£nce. 

In i:Ae. eveni ih.eA.e iA an.~ lwd:.h.eA wh.e.ll.el..n. 1 CIJJl. De o/ aA4i.4:/:an.ce 

i:.o fjOU i..n. !JOWL ll/1E4eall.ch. o/ .-JiJn.i.J.a.ll. 4dw.d...i..oM, ki.ndl.y. advi.Ae and 1 w.Jl De VeALJ 

h.appff i:.o do 40. T~ you Ve!Uf much. p11. fjOUil. ~i:. h.ell.e..i.n., I ll.ema)n., 

S.i.n.~ j#jUM, 
6(' §. -:;f'.e;~~;UA'A_-

UJ[{): dd. WCVVWt B. 0 dv.Jriell, R. fJ. 
IncW4Wl..e4 8 
~~· (rJaJ.i.., 7rR 
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D:". Ha:;.·~"cn B. Ochsner 
23 Tm:.1pl..::l.no Stroot 
Co:rtlcnd1 1!ew· Yol'lt. 

Dear Dr. Ochsner: 

! am still very ruch iutcr;;,:~~ .... "" i.~ "-:~ ~ :J~.:l.:cin.:; \f:1ich you r.;;.~·~ ::...:.:~t 
April, 'but I ar,1 no clc~ . .,;:: ·:.:,o ..... r _,~_c.:.. ... c •• -::~..:.~. :;.: ~,2,,., :."':::\::-:.."'. :~ \':i._·,t:: " 
to remind yotl that you ~)::o:.:.:. . .._:. r..v .... ':.:. ·-:,:1;.:: ~::c·;..;che::: o:: t::.c c.:.~:~;,. n:; 
tl:.a:t I believe you "aid ~··oL:.J.' · ·' · 

~{ou \;ere t'!ot, cc~Ga.in 1/~'l(:~:J:::~; .. ~:1! o __ .. ~- .. ~:u.~l .:J::{:·C,cl1c .... t/::.11.: .. cJ:.!..:rc.t.~.:~_., ";:;-.... ~~ 
you ind.ico.tcd tl:'...at H' ·:.:hey .:.iJ. r.._,;,;, ~ ·<.. ~ ·,_;.._,u_J.Q. ::J:i..·c·vr:.~.l u:.)on ~ ·o·~l:..' '-•'-~:;:,_ 
·to l~cprodllC~ ·t:.11cm a::; be::;J(, . .;;: ... c ~ .t.l :.:~~...)~ 1 ~ ~i.:1 )"'.;..J_,. ~ I :--- .o:..1c -~: . . ::.:~ ~ro_:. vl:ll -
e.'ble to fa.vor me wit.h tJ:'d.c 5..n ·;..:':.!'"' :K.._:: :..'1.{.:-;x:·-:: e.o ·· ·l'l'c-~,ld. li::e ~...-,c L:...:l'-1.-...·
thcae in tho case f lo. 

I t;ruat that ovc:.··ythii.:r; elzc 
your camera around vrith yo·tJ.! 

JAII:krf 

.•. 

S~ncc::ely your·s 1 

.., "''......... ~" ... . 
"'"""~-- -tJ ~ ...... ,.J 
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DEARBORN OBSERVATORY 

NO RTHWESTER N UNIVERSITY 

Ma jor Hector Quintanilla 
Foreign Technol ogy Divisio~ 
Box 9494 

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201 

12 J anuary 1965 

Hri ght Pat t erson Air Forc e Base 
Dayton , Ohio 

Dear Major : 

You >Till soon f ire me b ecause ins~ead of solving unidentifieds, I a~pcar 

t o be addi ng to t hem. I believe you. got a co-yy of a lette::.· ·cha~ Has s en·;; 
to me by a Warr en B. Ochs ner, a physio-chere.:pist fror:1 Cortland, Nei·T Yo:::l-:, 
dated May 15, 1964 . I don 1t thir~k t n is 1-ra s ever o:Z'icially repo:.·ted to 
your off ice, but it Ha s officially repo::r.·cced t o me, and so I guess in a 
1vay t hat counts as being offi c ially reported. The sig~1tinJ; occu:·:.·ed or: 
April 11, 1964 , at 6:30 P. I'Ji., appa1·ently Eastern Sta:1dard Tir,;e , as the 
sun vras just setting behi nd a hill to the \Vest . If you do not have a 
copy of his letter, I 1 11 s end you a copy of my 11 t oasted 11 copy . I raccher 
t h ink I sent the orig i nal on to you . 

At any rate, I got around t o callL1g and had a fai r ly lone; conversation 
wi t h h i m. He said he r eported i t to n.e because he had seen the account of 
lllf i nvestigation in Socorro and because there were three other -vritnesses . 
He said t hat had he seen this alone, he definitely 1.muld not have reported 
i t to anyone , coupling it 'ivith the usual statement that he 1d never seen 
anythi ng like this bef ore in all his life . The letter gives the 1:-.a.in events, 
and once a gain, as it seems to have happeDed a number of times recently, 
even though a number of months have separated the sighting from ;·•v cc::.ll, 
(1-1hich always ca tches ther,1 coupletely cold) none of the facts have essentially 
changed. The phone conversation v-ras r:ainly useful i n that it gave ::.1e an 
i dea lvhat t h e guy sounded like and to see if he had any afterthou:.;hts in t:.e 
i,~eantime . The physical location turns out "co i)e at the south end of m~ne

ateles Lake, wh ich is one of the J?inger ra:ws . The only other Hitnesses 
vere his wife a nd t wo childxea, aged. fourtee!l and ten respectively . '::here 
1vas a sout h wind b l ovring a cc ordinc; to hill, and the co:::ctrails that he sail 
s hortly before lvere definiteJ.y cl:.·L:-'tin~; ;·1ortrn-rard . The trail he smr cc. ·c 
from northeast to south-vrest and drifted sou th·wc:.rd . The cont:.·ails, further 
rc.ore, b rol..:e up quite rapidly 1-1i thout nro.ch turbulence , and disappea:ced soon 
thereafter . 

The southwestern portion of the c::.o:.J.d appeared t o get dar.(er, 1-1hich he first 
expl ained as the effect as t he setting sun. Hm-rever, if this had been the 
case, it sh oul d have been t he eastern part of t h e trail t hat got dark first . 
It was at this time t hat he began to observe i t wi th s ix- povrer binoculars 
and t he n sa w t hese vris ps of dark s r::ol;:e coE1ins out of i t . 'I'n.e original 
trail, incidentally, he said appeared very· suddenly, 11all of a sudden, it 
was there ." At first he said it loolted like a :plane on fi:.·e, just like you 
see in the movies when a plane has been shot dmm at Har , ·out the thin3 just 
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hung there in the sey like a bananna. It -vm.s at this point that he 
said that had he not seen it for himself, "You 1 d. never had heard from 
me . " The cloud itself seemed to have come froa1 high elevation and. as high 
or higher than the contrails he saw at first. He said the incident !}shook 
htm up a bit" and he cursed himself for not having his camera along, especially 
as he is a camera bug and usually has it along with him. 

\'lhen the second object appeared, he thought perhaps it 1-1as his daughter 1 s 
imagination, but then he saw it also and examined it with binoculars. This 
cloud, horizontal, "1-Tas traveling toward "che north, and he said. it Eru.st 
have been gigantic because the only clouds in the sky, which vrere cumulus: 
were far to the west . This second cloud. behaved in a very peculiar fashion--
it would shoot forward with a flash and n:ove completely out of the field 
of vision of his binoculars, and ther. just as rapidly shoot back agaj_n, He 
said the speed was "as fast .as one moved one 1 s hand." The back and forth 
motion would have covered the angular distance from the index to fourth 
:finger on an outstretched hand held at full arm 1 s length. The object itself 
could have been covered by a thumbnail with the hand in same position. 

Now if this had been in the Southwest someplace, I -vrould say that so:c1e 
gunnery practicel:ad been going on and a balloon suspended target, invisible 
previously, was set aflame by a direct hit. The first trail -vrould have 
been the trail of the original missile. Hm·rever, this is over a populated 
area, and I don 1t think such gunnery_ takes place there . It is fairly near 
to Rome Air Base, but I have not heard that they do experimental gunnery 
there . 

I forgot to mention that the whole duration 1-1as something of the order of 
a half an hour to forty - five minutes, but I thj_nk that he said that in the 
letter. They had ample time to observe t~e strange goings-on, and to check 
>·Ti th each other . When they got ho:ne) they wrote do-vm the events and made 

sketches . He wife is supposed to send ue the original sketches or redra1-1 
some if she has lost the originals. As yet, they haven't arrived, 

So, -vrha t do you ma.ke of it? 

The letter brings out one thing -vrhich I think is of general interest and that 
is that people in general respect serious investigations and research >wrk, 
especially that connected -vrith a university. It vas the fact that a North-vrestern 
University professor had taken the "cime to Socorro to investigate that apparently 
prompted this man to write me his experiences. From my J.ong phone convej~sat ion 
·Hith h;im, there is no doubt in my mind about his basic reliability and intelligence 
I askedwhether he minded having his case in his name included in the official 
files and he said, "Not at all." It >vould be nice if one of you had occasion 
to visit Rome Air Force Base and then called on this guy . 

I am afraid that this is another "unidentified," the Case of the Burning Bananna. 
The only logical explanation I can see is that this -vras a case of aerial gunnery 
and target practice, but \·That 1 s that doing over Rome, New York? 

Tomorro-vr I leave for Washington, and this letter will probably be signed (forged) 
by Kathy . I will see Maston Jacks and the redoubtable :tv'!Ys. Hunt vrhile I am 
in Washington and undoubtedly give you a call from there (their nickel). 
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Dr. J . Al _en Hynek 
Di=c~tor, De&rborn Obs~=v~~o:y 
NorthvJes t~ern Urd vers i ty 
Chicago, Illinois 

p 

· I can a.pprccie.te th.:1t yo~ p::-b .... bly recC!ivc hu~.d:::=:) o:.: let·-.:::-..., 
of t.his t7Pe, but if the :!:n..:.=o:-.nc.:i.on su'.:i:;:i -~ ..,d he::ei. .:.!:l ... d"'tD you 
it1 a.--oy "tJt:J.Y i-n your r~s.:;e::ch o~ tr:.::l:::.t~::.: o£ t:.::. .. co::t, I c.n ·.::..?.~Y t 
~~t~!t it to you . 

On April 11, 1S64~ t::y ·o:u:c:;. t\.o childr.::t: ''.::ic.~;, .::.,:::c ::0:1 end 
~ ,..."f'.J"'~"'- """-rr ~ ~o !!.\ 14) ~ ... "'~). _, I "·~c·-... lf:") t ...• t"'jv·1- ... - _,. ... -"' .• c e tt""i"-"" '"'".. ,...,......._ ~ ~ ..z or ~~ .,. 
... ~ ..... .., ...... ~, a 0 te .,. •• u w -"-' l..c... ...... ~0 <.. p .... C••- ... v,Jt-' -- v.:.< '-' """"-- .-Ow~v 

feet c.bovo oca level, ebou:: ten c··lc."" Lio:-t.ht..J2Ct o.:: .:v-:::~2, r- /J Yo~·.:. 
It w.:z.o 6:30 p . tn . , 'tJind ct:t o.Z the ~·'orth coout 5 u i:e:) pc!' . ur, .end 

. t::c d.:ty tJae cryotal cleo.:: ui~h jt .. 3t a !':c-:"J o;;trat:.::o clot:;.ds o· .. t:l.:! 
t;Ycotcrn horizon . At ebout 6 :Of} p.t:~ • ...;cve;:oa.1 jet bo~bc:rc :1.:...d left 
v.:'!'Ol'. trailo up hig(,, trc\•e_i.::n::; f·:.c::n Hcst to :..:::;t, · bu. then tr.::ilo 
C!U!cltly clic£:.ppc&red. 

An I looked U? i·:1 the !.:: l~y a _it.:: lc to t'!:'A~ i~orth\ cs t of uo c.t 
about 6:30 p.m. there GP!'~.::red ,_;·:"1.:...'" I thou::;ht t>J.!!S a very lc.r"""c jet 
trail fxom ~·ortheaot to Sout:·.: • ...:;:;.::. It "tJa:; v~-::y uhi ..... a-:.-. -;::::a:: 1":"\nd 
nt tho Southwest end there "i:.::.::; e :....:cak on the tr"!' il of abou. 1 mile. 
'Ihcn a ve::y black spiro.l fot-u1otion of t7hat appeared to Lc _or~.:: c.p
pc.:l=cd ebout l :tile lon.3.. t·.::. l'~"'::O..:: .r~~ed thnt th~ t•hitc t=~il ~;c,s 
u::r.uou.nlly wide for a jet tra.:l D.nd .::pparcn tly the · lac:, po.:t.:. n 
!coked dc.:d' because of t •. c ~nzu.l.'!tion of the glow of t:~c oc~t __ in3 oun 
bohind tte Western hill scvc~nl ~ilce ~:Jcy . 

Tha white vapor t:.:nil h""-!'1.!; 
tho South, clo~ily d::..:~i?.._.t::...r.r:. 
.. ;he:· t-iC believed to be ._ i..O 

~"TT.dil.ilC of tho -;,~.ito t.r .... ::l ~· .J 

blcc~ cpiral tip. 

! -r.:"u"'"'"~,.,... ••.• """Y ~n· . .,.,., •• ... 4., •'• ..... ~ .. ~L \...-~o.• .... _ at... ~-' 

to c0 tha~ tAc blac~ cpir~l c:o 
·to t.hitc t:::uil had cl..:if ·c::1 ..;:.;·' 

a . ., ... ,-"(':> <!1 .... -' '"ie nll 0 (!"" ....... ·- C: 
1 i . t._..-.-.._. ... w .... li.U • ~ JJ~- -.......""" tt.~... " 

: o~cls~o ·to obcc~vc :t 
h-•• ,...1·• .. ., ,... ·r('\"""""i'""("'o' ou~ o.e 
'"-it;.J,U ,/ U!i. ~~ ••-...1 · \... 4.. 

c.n • ex" dunlly dr·~. 
·;-,oint ·\ ... ti-.1c;;c o", 

t · ~-·· ·"' c~·c""pt .r.:: .. ,.,. t'"'"" ... • " '-"'" ... ,j' ~· ~ •\..'-"'- ~o.a~ &. 

~ .. t t'ac ccr: t:L u .i.. .' ... 

... 

ui...l~ ~· 

~- ~:~c.J to ~cc 
CJ.:;ud •• -. :.11" o:: boil'~~~ · 
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PPOJECT 10073 RECORD CAI·D 

DATE 2. LOCATION 12. CO HCLUSIONS 

'" OJ J 1--!-j .~u- 0' 0 Was Balloon 
"·'7 - ;) 'y 1964 -:=indh ·-npton , I·~ (~\1 York 0 Proba bly Balloon 

0-A.-r E--• .,.-, I-ME GR-:--0--:-U-:---:::P----- -----;---:4-. --=r~Y7P=-E--::0:-::F-:-:::O:::B-:-S ::E::R:-:V-:-A=T:-:IO::-:N-:----------I 0 Po s s i bl Y Ba ll oon 

lJir<h -j:, J5X Was Aircraft L 26 loca( ____ _ ..::J~'------ 4iCGraund-Yisuol 0 Ground-Radar 

GMT 
PHOTOS 

~ffYes 
0 No 

LENGTH OF OBSER VATION 

:Jr o c,--,,::;e F:tle 

0 Air-Vi sual 
SOURCE 

0 Air- Intercept Radar 

8. NUMBER OF OBJ ECTS 9. COURSE 

File Fj lc 

0 Probably Aircraft 
o Possibly Aircra ft)t<' rs/F~ . 11 • 

Xi'{ Wos Astronomical Ec :~cOl'S 
0 Probably Astronomical 
0 Possibly Astronomical 

:&< 
0 
0 

Othe r __ ];~L 1 l i ' '~ 
In s ufficient Dat a for Evaluati on 
Unknown 

-- _____ ___!__ _________ ------ - -----'----------'------

BRIEF SUMMA RY OF SI GHTING 

Sre Ccu:;c File . 
Tc:o invesU,y.tions b;y Gri ffis AFB Officials 

T IC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52) 

II. COMMF.~ns 

PL-w .os r>hmr pass;::.ze of 2C .0 I ·· t:d EC 
II. ,')j_,~hti--·cs in <l~~ee. cleCl)I'J ln• •. o 11 
!,/C , tcteol's , 0tCJ!.'S a.nd ?J -.nd, ... , l 
Sa.t,, lliLos . 
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1. DA fE • TIME GROUP 

l. SOURCE 

Lilita:ry Air 

4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS 

O:~e 

5. LENGTH OF OBSER VATION 

6. TYPE OF OBSE~VATI ON 

7. COURSE 

8. PHOTOS 

:za£ Yen 
D No 

9. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 

FO RM 

... 

2, LOCATION 

Hondo Air For ce Base , 'I'eY.?.s 

10, CONCLUSION 

P.L evc:tluates a s mos t ;;:robably a stabili zc.tion ch ut e , or a 
piece of cqnipl~-:':, dro.~·x::d . frou :m air craft a.t hi,}HT CJ.J tih'2 

11. BRI EF SUt!.IAA RY AND ANALYSIS 

l-'t1oto ::;r~J-l~·l1:~;::_ .... -~--r:. s ~-.~.1111i11~ -~ l(·Je}J th(~ C-119 ca·1. tcrf:!d c:.trl 1-.r~ -
110-G aliare of t 1 s olJjs ct tu1-G~~l ~J~; cdit;::f~ t~-:8 fi]:I-11 . TJ1(! C-:_
tr.::.:.c~~ ~1::..:; H;o. dCJl'r;::_s 2lLi tuc:e 1000 i't , t:ir sp:::ecl 130 l::no. 
Th:. r)L.o·C.o --~l~c-~:-.lcr) ~~~'.Cf;d ~[(.'St .. ~y"' "; r2.S lOC'"'~ted ::''280 it ~~~·_;TL C. 

L~ '· C-lJS :::;r.u-u.;:r[ ·t:.:·:'.c~: . 

FTD SE P 6 3 0-329 (TD E) Pr<~vioua oclJ.Uont of lhl a form cay be u aod , 
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W4Jt:CT · POSSIBLE UFO REPORT 

LOCATfOIIt Hondo .A.ir .l.<'orce Base, Te.x.as 

PHOTOGRAPHY ., ____________________ __ lft __________________ _ 

UTI 

,~I ..J.._ O' 'AoU 

~-.n Cl "f£'¢R~7 October 126!J 

27 August 1964 

·~"'-----------
p ~~~~ 2 321M nega,tiyq !Um strips with 6 fry..-nes ~as;h . 7 enlwged 1~ ,Prints, 1 onJ ari'ed. 

~ A~tiye. l 75 !r~~ ro1l of 1~ color ~otion picturo tilm 

1. PURPOSEa This roport a.ru3wers \oD 164-94 from Major Quintanilla, requesting evaluation 
o! photography contai.ning images which might pos.::~1bly be UFO'•· 0 

2. CIRC~!AlfCE.Sa .A. photographer took picture~ o! a C-119 drop on Hondo Air Force Base, 
par.ning to keep tha C-ll9 centered. The ghoto~ ohcr va.:s not aw~ of ~ object until he 
edited the film. 'lbe C-119 track was 180 , Altitude 1000 !eat, air sp9ed 130 knots. ~e 
photographer fae4Dd W.at and VA.!! located 2200 f1)ot eut of tho C-119 ground track. C=nera 
angle with respect to the ground was appro.x.i.lutely 4~. Object &ppe..rs on the fil.ln while 
camera wa~ panned !rom. approxi.mAtely 290° to 28o0 • 

J. !NALISI3a The 16Zm fUm st.rlp vas rle~d under stili magnification up to 100 X in an 
attempt to dstermine the configuration o! tha ~dentified object. Hotning was gained from 
this other th&.n tha position of t.b.4 ~.n1dent1liod object relativo to thO C-ll9. · The imQge 
was blurred rosul t1.•·1g !rom pa.nnin.: o! tha c~a. 

4. The 16MM !Um 3trip vas also viewod on a ..-.otion picture projecU>r' to d$tG.nnine the con
figuration and rato of dQsoent o! the unidentified object. Thi~ proc•~~ showed the object 
U> be a proba.'ble stabilization chute or piece of equipment which d.escond&d too rapidly to 
'be a sta.nd.ard porsONllll or equipmont chute. The objoots rate of descent app&.ared to be too 
slow to bo 1n polMNd night. 

5. feel that the object in question 15 probably a stabilization chute, or a piece o! 
~·Ji.pment dropped !l'OlA an aircraft at higher all t1 tude than the C-ll9 boing photographod. 

~ "'( l i"\ ~ep::~r ..... 
• • t ... ; . • ( 

ATIC ~·Ill 

CaY IOAM'tiYt IV~ItMHI n•<. •o•.i Utf~ U~ t.JI 'llfiT•W• lf'eCir WIL'- U WIG • . 

- ·-----------------------------------~~~--
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Date: 20 March 1965 

Location: Sloan, Nevada 

Evaluation: Other (Developer Smear) 
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DATE: 3 August 1965 

LOCATION: Santa Ana, Californi a 

EVALUATION: Other (HOAX) 
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