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This is the backdrop which has led to the development of the "Icelandic Modern Media
Initiative", a proposal that binds the government to draft legislation to develop an
attractive package of free speech and openness laws, including source protection,
internal media communications protection, protection from libel tourism, immunity for
intermediaries such as ISPs, and a tight statute of limitations on litigation. It is to be
filed by tomorrow and has cross-party support, including from the governing coalition.
Although the political environment in Iceland is still highly charged over the 6 March
referendum about the Icesave dispute, it is expected to be voted through. Not
surprisingly, the foreign press has developed an interest in the proposal. All over the
world, the freedom to write about powerful groups is being smothered. Iceland could be
the antidote to secrecy havens, rather it may become an island where openness is
protected - a journalism haven. Sleet Street 2.0.
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