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From: Head, Corrections Section, Security Division, HQMC 
To: Commander, Marine Corps Base, Quantico, V i r g i n i a 

Subj : SPECIAL INQUIRY INTO THE ARTICLE 138 COMPLAINT SUBMITTED 
ON 19 JANUARY 2011 BY PRIVATE FIRST CLASS BRADLEY MANNING, 
U.S. ARMY 

Ref: (a) SECNAVINST 1540.9C, Department of the Navy Corrections 
Manual 

Encl: (1) Special Inquiry Appointment Letter 
(2) Prisoner Hist o r i c a l Log ICO PFC Bradley Manning 

1. Per enclosure (1), I conducted a special inquiry i n t o the 
complaint by Private F i r s t Class (PFC) Bradley Manning regarding 
actions and decisions made by Chief Warrant Officer 4 James 
Averhart, i n his role as the Commanding Officer of Marine Corps 
Base Quantico's p r e t r i a l confinement f a c i l i t y (PCF). I have' 
provided specific findings to each of your concems. I was 
aided i n my review by various documents contained i n PFC 
Manning's detainee f i l e , " reference (a), Chief Warrant Officer 4 
James Averhart's response to PFC Bradley Manning's request f o r 
redress, and enclosure (2).' 

2. FINDINGS. In accordance with paragraph 2 of enclosure (1), 
the following findings are submitted. 

a. Question 2.a.: Are the conditions of PFC Manning's 
confinement authorized by applicable Navy and Marine Corps 
regulations? 

Answer: Yes, reference (a) authorizes the current 
conditions of PFC Manning's confinement. 

b. Question 2.b. ; Did Chief Warrant Officer 4 Averhart abuse 
his discretion i n classifying PFC Manning as a maximum custody 
detainee? 

Answer: No, reference (a) r e s t r i c t s the Brig Commander to 
assigning a custody c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of either Maximum Custody 
or Medium Custody-In to a l l p r e - t r i a l detainees. This i s 
accomplished i n i t i a l l y through DD Form 2711, I n i t i a l Custody 
Cla s s i f i c a t i o n and subsequent reviews through completion of DD 
Form 2711-1, Custody Reclassification. I f the point values 
used to indicate the custody c l a s s i f i c a t i o n do not result, i n 
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enough points to j u s t i f y a maximui:iii custody c l a s s i f i c a t i o n , 
reference ^a) authorizes the Br i g Comrnander t o consider an 
objective based override, provided he feels j u s t i f i e d a f t e r 
considering a l l factors and information available to him at 
the time. I n t h i s case, the CO had a v a r i e t y of supplemental 
information provided to him andhis s t a f f froin Manning's 
command and previous confinement f a c i l i t y t h a t they also 
considered. 

c. Question 2.c.: Did Chief warrant O f f i c e r 4 Averhart abuse 
h i s d i s c r e t i o n i n placing PFC Manning i n a prevention of 
i n j u r y status? 

Answer: No, reference ^a) authorizes the Br i g Commander 
or, i n his absence, the duty b r i g supervisor to place 
confinees i n a prevention of i n j u r y status i f they display, 
adroit to, or i f the s t a f f i s made a ^ r e of by other means a 
requirement f o r ad d i t i o n a l supervision and a t t e n t i o n . This i s 
normally due t o r i s k of suicide, violence, personality 
disorders, behavior abnormalities, or other questionable 
character t r a i t s . 

d. Question 2.d.: Did Chief warrant O f f i c e r 4 Averhart abuse 
his d i s c r e t i o n i n placing PFC Manning i n a suicide r i s k 
status? 

Answer: No, reference (a) authorizes the b r i g s t a f f t o 
place i n d i v i d u a l s i n a ^^suicide r i s k " status ̂ ho have 
threatened suicide, made a s u i c i d a l gesture, or have a h i s t o r y 
of suicide attempts. Documents contained i n Î FC Manning's 
detainee f i l e support a determination that at s p e c i f i c times 
he should have been considered a threat to himself. I t 
vi^arrants mentioning hoiii^ever, that on t^o occasions, ^ August 
2010 and 18 January 2011, a medical o f f i c e r determined t h a t 
suicide r i s k status vî as no longer warranted and the b r i g s t a f f 
d i d not immediately take PFC Manning o f f the suicide r i s k 
status. PFC Manning ^as taken o f f suicide r i s k status on 11 
August 2010, follov^ing the medical o f f i c e r ' s recommendation of 
6 August 2010. PFC Manning v̂ as taken o f f suicide r i s k status 
on 21 January 2011, fo l l o w i n g the medical o f f i c e r ' s 
recommendation of 18 January 2011. Paragraph 4205,5b of 
reference (a) states ^̂ tn̂ lhen prisoners are no longer considered 
to be suicide r i s k s by a medical o f f i c e r , they s h a l l be 
returned to appropriate quarters", i n these cases, once the 

^ medical o f f i c e r ' s evaluation v̂ as provided to the b r i g s t a f f , 
steps should have been taken to immediately remove him from 
suicide r i s k , to a status belo^ that. 
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3. RECOMMENDATIONS. After the review of the conditions of PFC 
Manning's confinement, I recommended the following change. The 
Ouantico P r e - t r i a l Confinement F a c i l i t y SOP should be updated so 
that i t i s inharmony w i t h reference (a). S p e c i f i c a l l y , the SOP 
should d i r e c t the b r i g s t a f f to remove confinees from suicide 
r i s k immediately upon receiving a medical o f f i c e r ' s evaluation. 
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