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^ io^^^^o^^^^ f ^^^^wO^s i^^^o^^c^^^^^^^ i ^^^^ 
By Cheryl Pellerin 
American Forces Press Service 

WASHINGTON,May 3, 2012-Gsama bin Laden's letters urged jihadist groups to stop domesfic attacks lhat 
killed Muslimcivillansandfocus on the United Stetes."ourdesired goal,""seysesludy of declassified documents 
captured during lest year'sU.S raid on his compound in Pakistan 

The 59page study titled "̂ Letters firom Abbottabad: Bin Laden Sidelined^ released online today,was written bya 
teemofresearcherstheCombatingTe^orismGenteretWeslPointendsupplemeritedwith reviews and support 
from other experts 

ThecenterisanindependenL privalelyfi^ndedresearchandeducational institution at theUS Military Academy 
that informs counterterrorism policy and strategy 

The end ofthe Abbottabad raid was the start ofamassiveanalyfical effort, retired Army Gen JohnPAbizaid, 
the center's chairman, said in the report s foreword, adding thai experts from across the intelligence community 
worthed to exploit the captured documents 

The letters total 175 pages in the original Arabic and 197 pages in the English translation. Theeariiest is dated 
September 2006 and the latestApril 2011,the at^ors write, adding that some letters are incomplete or undated 
and not all attribute their euthors or indicate an addressee 

Besides bin Leden, those who appear in the letters as authors or recipients include el-Oeide leeders Atiyyetulleh 
and AbuYahyaalLibi;AdemYehya Gadahn,an American al-Qaida spokesman and media advisor; Mukhtar 
Abu alZubayr,leeder of Somali militent group Harakat al-Shababal-Mujahidin; Abu Basir.or Nasir alWuhayshi, 
leaderofYemen-based al-Qaida in theArabian Peninsula; and HakimullehMahsud,leaderofTehrik-e-Taliban 
Pakistan 

'Bin Laden's frustration with regional jihadi groups and his seeming inability to exercise confrolovertheir actions 
end public statements is the most compelling story to be told on the basis of the17declassified documents.'the 
report said 

Bin Laden s public statements focused on Muslim enemies such as corrupt Muslim rulers ar^ their Westem 
^overseers,"" the analysis said, but ""the ^ ^ s of his private letters is Muslims st^f^ng at the hands of his jihad 
brothers ' 

The late al-Qaida chieftain also had been burdened by t t^ incompetence of affiliate terror group, the report said, 
"'including their lack of political acun^nlo win public support, their media campaigns and their poorty planned 
operetions " that killed thousands of Muslims 

Thefeilures of el-Qeide in ireqworried bin Laden,who urged othergroups notto repeattheirmislakesGadahn 
advised alOeide to publicly dissociate itselffromthegroup,the report says. 

Bin Laden also womed about expansion plans of al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula, for example waming them 
nottodeclarean Islamic state in Yemen, and about indiscriminate attacks against Muslims byTehhk-e-Taliban 
Pakistan, or TTP 

Such attacks caused Atiyyatulleh end AbuYahya el-Obi towrite to TTP leederHekimullehMahsudtoexpress 
their displeasure with If^ group s ideology, methods and behavior, "'the report said 

The al-Qaida leaders "also threatened to take public measures unless we see from you senous and immediate 
practical and clear steps towards reformir^^yourweysj end dissociating yourself from these vile mistakes t̂hat 
violate Islamic Lawj, "the report added 

Bin Laden withheld recognition ofaFebruery pledge of loyalty to alcalde by Somali rebel moven^tal-Shebeb, 
the report said, feanng'"thatafonnalmergerwithal-Qaida would prevent investment and foreign aid in Somalia." 

Thedocuments releesed 10 theCombatingTen-onsm Center alWest Point mentioned al-Oaida in the Islamic 
Meghreb, theTaliban and Jaysh al-lslam,but the report says the discussions "̂ are not substantive enough to 
inform an understanding of the relationship between el-Oeide'ssenior leeders and these groups' 

Among the documents is an April 2011letterfrom bin Laden responding to the Arab Spring,which he considered 
a'formidableevent" inthe modem history of Muslims 

'This letter.' the report seys, " refiected his intended strategy of responding to the new political landscape that 
was emerging in the Middle East end North Afî ceB 

In the Arab world, bin Laden wanted al-Qaide to focus its efforts on media outroach and ""guidance "" He believed 
thetamedia campaign should be launched to incite ""people who have nol yet revolted and exhort them to rebel 
against the rulers,"'the report said 

But he also wanted to invesL the report said, in "educating and waming Muslim people from those ^who might 
tempt them to settle forj half solutions, such as engaging in the secular political process by fonning political 
parties"" 

In Afghanistan, bin Laden wanted jihadis to continue the fight against the United States. 

Bin Laden believed their efforts, the report said,'weakened the United States, enabling Muslims elsewhereto 
revoltagainsttheirn^lers,no longerfearing lhat the United States would be inapowerful position 10 support 
these rulers " 

Thedocumentsshowthatel-Qaidasreletionshipwilh Iran is one of"'indirectandunpleasantnegotietions over 
the releese of detained jihadis andtheirfemilies,including members ofbin Ladens femily,'the report said, 
addinglhatdiscussioneboutPekislaninthedocumentsis'scarceendinconclusive" 

Related Sites: 
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