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Breaking news Edward Snowden, charged with espionage by U.S., has requested asylumi

Ecuador, its Foreign Ministry said via Twitter.
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WikiLeaks: 'Just scratched the surface’

STORY HIGHLIGHTS

WikiLeaks.org encourages
whistle-blowers to send secret
documents

Site, founded in 2007, has
caught public's attention in
recent months

WikiLeaks released
controversial combat video from
Iraq

Site is run by eiusive Australian
named Julian Assange

http://www.cnn.com/2010/TECH/web/07/07/what.is.wikileaks/index.html

{CNN) - In the early 1970s, when Daniel Ellsberg wanted to get top-
secret information about the Vietnam War to the public, he leaked the
bombshell Pentagon Papers to elected officials and national
newspapers.

But if Ellsberg, a former U.S. military analyst, wanted to leak secret
documents today, he probably would send them to a powerful and
controversial new venue for whistle-blowing: a website called
WikiLeaks.org.

"People should definitely think of WikiLeaks as the way to go" when
other methods of leaking information fail, he said recently.

WikiLeaks, a nonprofit site run by a loose band of tech-savvy
volunteers, is quickly becoming one of the internet's go-to locations
for govemnment whistle-blowers, replacing, or at least supplementing,
older methods of making sensitive government information public.

Some have praised the site as a beacon of free speech, while others
have criticized it as a threat to national security.

WikiLeaks made headlines when it published on Sunday what it says
are more than 90,000 United States military and diplomatic reports
about Afghanistan filed between 2004 and January of this year.

The site first gained intemational attention in April when it posted a
2007 video said to show a U.S. helicopter attack in Iraq killing a
dozen civilians, including two unarmed Reuters journalists.

At the time, Maj. Shawn Turner, a U.S. military
spokesman, said that "all evidence available supported the
conclusion by those forces that they were engaging armed
insurgents and not civilians.”
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servers are reportedly located

"In my role as WikiLeaks editor, I've been invotved in fighting off
many legal attacks,” Assange toid BBC News “To do that, and keep
our sources safe. we have had to spread assets. encrypt everything
and move telecommunicabons and people around the world to
activate protective laws in different nabonal junsdictions *

Lately. Assange is reported 10 be iving in Iceland. which recently
passed laws to protect anonymous speech like that promoted by
WikiLeaks

Assange ~ who has stark white hair and a deep voice, and appears
orly occasionally in YouTube videos and in media interviews —~ telis
reporters that the aim of WikiLeaks is to promote a more open
democracy, where government officials and bureaucrats can't keep
dark secrets from the public.

“We have a mission to promote political reforms by releasing
suppressed information.” he said in Apnl -

Assange did not respond to an e-matl about this story.
Site causes controversy

It 1ty alletnplys U uearl and publicize this idden mlunmdbon
however, the site has stirred a number of controversies.

Wikil.eaks has published information as varied as former vice
presidential candidate Sarah Palin’s personal e-mails; manuals from
the U.S. base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba; e-mails that spawned the
“Ckmategate” global-warming controversy late last year. and
documents that Assange reportedly says altered the outcome of the
2007 presdential elechon in Kenya

‘Chimateqgate’ review clears scientists of dishonesty

An Schwartz. vice president and chief executive officer of the Center
for Democracy and Technoiogy, said it's unciear what WikiLeaks’
lasting impact will be. If the site publishes state secrets without
cause, a public backiash could quickly kill the following the site 18
trying to buitd

"If they're publishing just to publish ... the public reaction against that
information rs going to be so negative.” he said.

Schwarlz sad his group has benefited from WikiLeaks, which was
able to obtain some congressional public records his organization
could not.

“They are effective in terms of getting to documents that people have
trouble accessing in other ways.” he sad

Elisberg - . the former U.S. Department of Defense official who

leaked the Pentagon Papers in the 70s and who now donates to
WikiLeaks, said the site has the potential to change the way the

world's governments operate.

He says the site will make leaders more accountabie to the pubiic

The recently released military videos are "a very small door. so far,
into the huge library of broadly withheld information.” he sad

He called Assange a hero for trying to shed light on those hidden
catalogues
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Brains662 -
1 | love wikileaks! Run, you corrupt politicians, run!!!!

97 G

; TickTockPOW
Godspeed wikileaks!!! Are we even in America anymore?

18

-, TheBossSaid

g Yes and help the terrorists by publishing “Boeing 737-200 maintenance
manuals” on your site. Yes folks, that's Wikileaks for you. Check it out

yourself.
15

. dbacchus .
Polaris, you don't need to post it twice, especially since it is such a moronic
argument. The 'boeing manual' you can find everywhere and in like 20

10

different languages. It's NOT at all national security material :)

josephcecil

& the us govt is prosecuting the good soldier who leaked the video proving
our military lies totally when it wants. this video is damning evidence, as
with so many other crimes.. the military now prosecutes the young

whistleblower..
bad gowvt.
8 .

'i B TheBossSaid

Maybe | didn't make it clear enough. Wikileaks DOES publish the "Boeing
737-200 maintenance manuals” on their site. They say it's for victims of
family members who were killed in crashes due to poor maintenance. If
such people really need to use those documents in a court case, they will
have access to them by the courts. But publishing these documents only
serves terrorists who want to gain more insight into the workings of
commercial aircraft. Wikileaks has no discernment on what information

dierlneac rriminal rnuariine and that whirh aide tarrariete And thank van
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