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ANNEX B TO APPENDIX p 

AIRBORNE OPERATIONS 

PART I. BACKGROUND 

A~ODUCTION 
This Annex describes in some detail Airborne operations 

from 1964 until June 1969. Included, in addition to the study 

1 

2 

3 

and evolution of the original long-term agent teams, is the develop- 4 

ment of the STRATA Teams, employment of singleton agents, and 5 

the later development of the diversionary program. These 6 

operations were referred to as Airborne operations, or Agent Team oper- 7 

ations, until the code word TIMBERWORK(C) was assigned in 1967. 

The meanings or other code words appearing in this Annex can 

be Tab A to the general section of this volume. 

was, 11 to assist and supervise ARVN counterparts in the 

accomplishment of small demolition operations, small-scale intelli

gence collection, temporary interdiction of lines of communication, 

limited psychological operations, ana crea~ion of general harass

ment in DRV as set forth in OPLAN-34A."" 

/ 
I (/5) History, HACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Command History 1964," 
~. II-8. (SAC A) 
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C~OL "ON ~F MISSION AND OBJECT!\~ 
- l. ( General. The mission and effectiveness of the long 

term agent teams were in a state of continuous reevaluation 

:from l9b5 until the summer of l9b8, 'V'hen all teams "'ere juaged as pro

oaoly compromised. During t.nis period of time, thin~ing cnanged from 

the belief that the teams represented a valuable asset in 

accomplishing SOG's mission to the later opinion expressed by 

CINCPAC that the long-term agent teams were a "complete failure 

in terms of the useful intelligence produced~"* In the para-

graphs that follow, the mission changes will be traced and the 

policies outlined that supported the missions. For a summary 

of ev~~~terial, see Part IV of this Annex. 

2 7 :.~~Developments 
a. New Op-Order. The mission given to the Airborne Section 

=-- o_f MACSOG by CINCPAc~• in the October 1965 0!>_-0rder :-reflected 

_~he evolution of SOC's mission to emphasis on intelligence 

collection: 

"34-A guerrilla in-place teams and teams to be infiltrated 
into NVN will conduct intelligence, sabotage, psychological, 
and escape and evasion (E&E) operations. 34-A teams are 
authorized to recruit and support local agents in NVN for 
intelligence and E&E nets. Physical destruction operations 
may be conducted against selected targets by 3~-A guerrilla 
teams providing security of intelligence and E&E nets is 
not jeopardized."** 

This mission statement led to the development of meaningful, 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

long-range programs of activating operational areas _for --~ntell1gence 19 

g~thering around major routes leading from NVN into_Laos.*** 20 

b. ~· The Early Warning Observation Teams (EWOTS) concept 21 

was developed in 1965 to meet the requirement of the changing 22 

miss ion. MACSOG proposed lfH _ that_licWO'!'~LRoadw~~-c_h_ Operati9~s_:[i-e_::::__ 23 

Msg, CINCPAC, DTG -160~ 37Z Nov 68, (SACS A) 
••~) g, CINCPAC "34A Basic Op Order", DTG 3002UZ Oct 65. 

(S A) 
•••~story, MACSOG, "Annex N to MACV Command History 1965," 

p. -A-4. (SACSA) 
•••• S) Msg, MACV, DTC 160712Z Oct 65. 
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TOP ;>?~SENSITIVE 
~ndertaken as a matter of pr~ority in areas south of 20° and 

« that future reinforcement efforts be built around the need to 

increase team viability and provide capabilities for an 

expanded intelligence collection. The scope of this effort 

was to include surveillance over enemy major roads from NVN 

into Laos. 

c. Helicopter Infiltration Concept. The fixed wing aircraft 

(C-123) available to SOG in 1965 were unsatisfactory for 

accurately placing and resupplying agent teams. 

a. New Program. In May 1966, MACSOG published a comprehen

sive review of OPLAN-3~A operations and proposed objectives and 

programs for the subsequent 15 months.•• A brief summary of 

' the proposals for airborne operations is outlined below. 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

lQ 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

2::! 

21 

(1) As originally conceived, airborne operations (infiltration 22 

teams) were intended to build a resistance movement in NVN 23 

which would, "exert pressure against the NVN Government, divert 2~ 

resources and make continuous support of the war in RVN less 25 

attractive."•• As discussed earlier in this report, the imple~ 26 

mentation of tne resistance movement was ne.ver aut_norized at tne 27 

-- _ Wasn111.gtol) 1eve,1 and, tnerefore, airoor.nl' operations >~ere con- 2E 
-- ' 

ducted under amoiguously wordeq misSion statements tnat perm1ttea 29 
' \ 

sabOtage, interdiction and harassment in NVN.*** 
' 

-r-,.,,n:;;>t;;:s-;::gc-, AHEMB Bangkok, DTG 211037Z Sep 65. (SACSA) 
• ) Report, MACSOG. 11 SOG Missions, Object! ves and Programs 
,1~6-FY-67 (U)," 10 May 66. (SACSA) 

··~-·~1 ., p. 6-7. 

l;,l'<i) ~O~J)., p • b-1. 
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• 
(2) The'program reviewed the interest DIA and the Jo~nt 1 

Chiefs ~f Staff had taken 1n the capab1l1t~ of SOG agent teams 2 

to o,!Jtain inte111-(lence. Co(lcern over pes >ible CHICml inter- 3 

vention, infiltrat~on pf DRV forces into South v~etnam, and 4 
' \ 

Sovi~t and CHICOM military aid to NVN prompted a reorientat~on 5 

\ ' of the teams mission. "It was determined that maximum e!I'pha.sis 6 

should be placed upo\ intelligence collection and establish- 7 

ment of ci vil1an contacts with secondary emphasis on psycholo- s 

gical operations, E&E and sabotage. 11 * 
(3) Based on this r~-evalua.t~on, the following concept 

was pr~ared f~r CINCPAC approval. 

"(a) Develop an operational area astride every major 
LOC leading from NVH into Laos and emplacing operational 
teams in these areas. 

"(b) Reorient all in-place teams to the primary 
mission of intelligence collection by roadwatch, rail
watch, and riverwatch. 

" (c) Develop civilian contacts in every operational 
area to expand the intelligence base and prov~de limited 
logistical support, thus lessening team reliance on 
external support. 

"(d) Limit operations initially to the development of 
new operational areas and at the same time make inopera
tive teams viable again. 11 * 
(~) To implement the new concept, team training was altered 

2. 
10 

12 

to place primary emphasis on intelligence gathering. Three 13 

types of operational teams were being trained as shown in 

the brief summary below: 

Strength Mission 

B 

c 

10 agents Roadwatch/early warning observation. 
Organize safe areas. Prepare to 
receive reinforcements. 

5 agents Reinforce Type A team. Establish 
civilian contacts. Organize and 
operate intelligence nets. Conduct 
PSYOPS, -

10 agents Reinforce Types A and B teams. Team 
adds limited strike/interdiction 
capability to operational area.•• 

• Ibid, p.7- • • .p ) iiiiitory, MACSOG, "Annex M to MACV Command History 1966," 
p.58. (SACSA) 

-p.~t1. \.:iAl.i;:)l\J 

./ 
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"Each new operational area was to be developed initially 
by infiltrating a Type A team, reinforce successively 
by Type Band C teams. Planning provided for further 
reinforcement as required by broadened uassions and/or 
operational losses . 11 * 
b. Seismic Devices and Project BUGS. The emphasis in 1966 l 

on intelligence collection prompted CINCPAC to direct SOG to 2 

equip OPLAN-34A teams with Seismic Intrusion Devices (SSID) 3 

for emplacing along NVN Routes 103, 137, 15, 1 and to provide 4 

teams with immediate roadwatch intelligence reporting by 5 

radio-- Project BUGS.** 6 

c. Chinese Agents. In a 1966 memorandum***, the Joint Chie~~-- 7 

of Staff discussed the difficulty in recruiting quality 8 

personnel for agent team operations. This fact, along with a 9 
desire to deploy teams near the Chinese border, prompted the 10 

request of the.Secretary of Defense to use Chinese agents on 11 

teams in a ratio of one to two members of another ethnic origin. 12 

On 12 November 1966, the Deputy Secretary verbally disapproved 13 

the concept after conferring with the State Department. The 14 

possible political repercussions associated with the use of 15 

CHINATs in ground operations in North Vietnam was the overriding 16 

considera ion in the decision. 17 

4. ) 1967 Developments 

a. Development of EWOTS/STRATA Concept. The EWOTS concept 

was first proposed in 1965. The initial purpose of the teams 

was to infiltrate the area between the 17th and 19th Parallel 

in NVN to give warning of a CHICOM build-up. Tbis concept 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

was expanded in response to the need for expanded intelligence 23 

collection effort in NVN as expressed by DIA. As finally 

approved,•••• the EWOTS/Roadwatch operations were authorized 

south of the 20th Parallel on a priority basis with later 

';:pt'~istory, MACSOG, "Annex M to MACV Command History 1966," 
r'l?~ (SACSA) 

··rr~bid., p.so. 
*'* Memo, CJCS to SECDEF, "CHINAT Agents for OPLAN 3~A Teams 

::.r.;s~ 10 Nov 1966. ( SACSA) 
'''* ~' ~sg, CINCPAC, DTG 272139Z Oct 65. 

TOP S~ SENSITIVE C-b-5 · 
7 

····~·~g: crNc?Ac:·DTa-272i3gz oct 65. 
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emphasis above the 20th parallel. The ~ask was to be l 

accomplished by adding specially trained intelligence personnel 2 

to existing teams as well as introducing new teams. It was 

envisioned that the operation would include surveillance of 

every major road from NVN into Laos. The teams would be put 

in place by helicopters whenever feasible. The Short-Term 

Roadwatch and Target Acquisition (STRATA) team concept was 

approved by the Joint Chiefs of Staff on 7 April 1967,* with 

concurrence of the State Department. 

3 

L 

5 

6 

7 

e 
9 

Only two of eignt long-term teams ~nfiltrated 1: 

into tne area bet>~ean 170-19° N~rtn latitude had--- - ·---
-. ' --- 11 

survived since 1964. **It was bel1ved that the emphasis on 12 

short stay time and mobility in the STRATA team tra~ning would 1~ 
l ' 

enable them to survive and to be successfully exfiltrated. 1L 

The approved operational area extended from the northern limit 15 

of the DMZ to within 50 miles of the CHlCOM border and to a 16 

depth of 50 nm from the Lao/NVN border. Initial efforts were 17 

to be concentrated in the area between the DMZ and l9°N lE 

latitude (see Figure B-__ ). In May 1967, the northern portion 19 

of the DMZ was included in the operational area.***· STRATA 

teams were ~c be composed of 5-15 indigenous personnel trans- 21 

ported by USAF/RVNAF helicopter to Laos or NVN and then over- 22 

land to a base camp in NVN. Missions were to be 15-30 days. 23 

On 31 August 1967, CINCPAC approved the first nine STRATA team 2L 

targets.**** 25 

b. Objectives Plans and Programs. CINCPAC's revised basic 26 

op-order of April 1967# was augmented by the follow-on obJec- 27 

tives plans and programs for FOOTBOY(Cl published by MACSOG in 23 

May 1967 for FY 1968. The concept of operations is somewhat 

detailed, but is quoted here to illustrate the thinking of 

MACSOG at that time on agent team operations (TlMBERWORK(C)). 

r 
* ~ sg, JCS DTG 071804Z A~r 67. (SACSA) ... <":"iY'"r~: gc~a;o6~~cDef, Spe_cial Operat'!:ons-STRATA Team 

-- *** Msg, JCS, DTG 241940Z Hay 67 (SACSA) 
**** S ose;, CINCPAC, DTG 312216Z ·w f {SACSAl . 

#· / Msg, CINCPAC, DTG 252340Z·Ap~ 67. (f\ACSA 
~nP·~~~sg, JC~._PTG 07ltlO~Z A~r 67. (SACSA1 
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(l)"Concept. Personnel indigenous to the area of intended 
employment are recruited and trained for employment in selected 
operational areas located generally astride major LOC leading 
rrorn Central NVN into Laos and in other critical areas as 
required. A~ent teams inflltrated into areas in the west and 
northwest develop resistance/guerrilla forces as authorized 
among susceptible tribal grouos and exploit these forces to 
conduct guerrilla warfare, intelligence, psycholog,cal and 
E&E operations. Operations are cor.aucted under the gulse of 
the Sacred Sword Patriots League (SSPL). Infiltration, rein
forcement, resupply and recovery of personnel are principally 
by air, In-place assets in Laos and NVN assist with infil tra
tion and establishment of "nitial contacts as feasible. Raids 
and ambushes are used to interdict LOC, harass local NVU 
forces, and to draw the NVA into a counterinsurgency role. 
Controlled air strikes are directed against significant 
targets and strike results reported. Intelligence collection 
tasks include river, rail, road and trail watch. Teams 
expand potential resistance/guerrilla forces and extend 
their areas of influence or control as the situation permits. 
In the more closely controlled areas of the Oelta and along 
the coast, individual agents or small agent teams are 
infiltrated to contact vulnerable groups, e.g., Catholics, 
and establish resistance organizations to perform intelligence 
and psychological operations functions . ... In all areas, 
friendly evading personnel and NVN defectors are secured and 
evacuated when possible. All operations are conduced so as 
to permit plausible denial by US/RVN. "• 

(2) It was planned that the missions for agent teams 

and STRATA teams would be conducted by 15 in-place agent 

teams, representing 100-150 agents, and 6-10 STRATA teams, 

representing 150-200 agents.• 

1 

3 
L 

c. Diversion Operations. Diversion operations were initiated ~ 

in November 1967. -

"In support of TIMBERWORK (C) guerrilla team operations, it 
was planned to convince the enemy that there were more teams 
inside NVN than actually existed. The goal of this program 
~:/establish 18 notional ~earns by September 1968, "** 

5.~) !268 Mission and Restrictions. The mission of airborne 7 

operations in 1968 was stated as follows· C 

"The TIMBERWORK (C) program has the mission of collecting 
mil~tary 1ntel~1gence through cross-border agent operations 
and conducting diversionary agent operations designed to 
deceive enemy security forces and dissipate their resources."**' 

MACSOG, "FOOTBOY(C) FY 6& Program (C)," 10 May 

MACSOG, "Annex 0 to MACV 1967 Command History," 
(SACSA) 

MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV Command History 1968 (U) ," 

C-b-7 Annex B to 
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~ 
a. Types of Operations, 1968. Three• types of operations 

were conducted in support of the mission. 

l 

2 

(1) Agent Team Operations. Agent team operations functioned 3 

as before with a primary responsibility for intelligence L 

collection and secondary responsibility for target acquisi- 5 

tion, E&E nets, early warning, selective harassrnentJ psycho- 6 

logical operations and assistance to downed aircrews.* 7 

(2) STRATA Operations. STRATA operations had been approved 8 

in April 1967. Only two STRATA teams were infiltrated in 

1967. Twenty-four (2~) teams were infiltrated in 1968. 

(3) Diversionary Ooerations. Dive:s~:~ operations 

conceived under the code name of FOR~J in late 1967. 

The objectives of these operations were: 

were 

" •.. to divert main force NVN resources to defense and 
internal security, divert them away from actual 
clandestine operations, increase the strain on control 
of the populace, create opportunities for friendly 
psychological operation, exploitation, harass the 
enemy in his rear, and collect intelligence where possible."*' 

b. Bombins Halt Limitations, 1968 

"Major significant changes in the TIMBERWORK '~ogram 
in 1968 were caused by the April restriction o~~~ ~~erations 
north of 20°N, by a security assessment in June which evaluated 
all the then in-place teams as probably under NVN control, 
and by the 1 November halt of air activities north of l7°N. "•• 

•J:l'$~story, r~Acsoa, "Annex 
• p. F-III-~-1. 

•• Ibid. p. F-III-~-2, F-~. 

ro;L 
F to MACV-Command History 1968 (U) ," 
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PART II. RESOURCE~ ~ 
A.~AL 

· Part II, Resources, describes the organization of the 

Airborne Section of SOG, facilities available, and training con

ducted at Camp Long Thanh and Fon1ard Operating Base (FOB) Danang. 

As in many other areas of MACSOG activities, detailed information 

on the early organization and training within the Airborne Section 

is not as complete as the records covering the later period of 

activity 

B. ( ) ORGANIZATION 

The organization for airborne operations _1[1- 19_~7_is j._escribed ir. 

7 

the 11 Bro..,nf1eld 11 * report as being under MACSOG operations officer 2 .:. 

(OP-30). OP-34 (Airborne Operations) was a staff element under 

the operations officer that had the responsibility for planning, 

training, and employment and operational control of agents/agent 

teams employed against NVN. The airborne operations group included 

the teams and agents and physical assets under the operational 

control of -34. 

1. 

Airb 

Diagram. A simplified organization diagram for the 

Section was as follows• 

I SOG I 
I 

J 
Operations 

OP-30 

A~roorne 
Section 
OP-3~ 

I 
I 

' 
_A1roorne 

- Operations 
Group 

I \f'ilh'eport, I~ACJ-3, ."Ad Hoc Evaluation 
/ JJ.lBERWORK. (C), p .1. (SAC SA) 

~r: ,:,_, 
/ 

--------Starr Supervision 

-----" ommand 

Group Report," 1~ Feb 1968, 

Annex B to 
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,k 
- 2. (~~unteroart Organization. The ,Strategic Technical 

Direc~rate (STD), counterpart to SOG, was organized in a broad 

sense much as SOG was organized. Group 68 of STD was the counter

part of th)/Airborne Operations Group. 

3.~sl Function of the organization. The planning and coordin:

tion of OP-34 in 1967 was described in the Brownfield report as 

carrying out the following functions 

a. Recommended to CINCPAC and the Joint Chiefs of Staff 

specific target areas for the employment of agents/agent teams. 

= 

7 

8 

9 

b. Prepared concept of the operations. 1~ 

c, Coordinated with other MACSOG staff elements to obtain 12 

area intelligence, EEI desires, logistical support for special 1~ 

items of equipment, airlift support for infiltration, exfiltraticn 13 

and resupply; establishment of bomb lines around team, radio 14 

frequencies, for air/ground communications, cryptographic 15 

material, and Forward Air Control (FAC) aircraft. 16 

d. Coordinated planning and mission execution with STD. 17 

e. Coordinated with American Embassy Bangkok to obtain 15 

diplomatic clearance to stage teams through Thailand when requi~e~. 19 

f. Coordinated mission with CAS through CAS technical advise~ 2: 

on the OP-34 starr. 21 

g. ~tional control of all teams was exercised by OP-34.• 22 

4 ·)%) ~rganization - 1968. Operations commenced in 1968 23 

with'OP-34 divided into three branches· OP-34A, agent team operat~~~•;2L 

OP-34B, STRATA operations; and OP-3qc, diversionary operations. 25 

The chief or OP-34 was also responsible for the FOB at Danang 26 

(Monkey Mountain, FOB), the Joint Translation Center, Hanoi (head- 27 

quarters for OP-3~ and STD counterparts), numerous safe houses in r.a~c~~: 

and had staff supervision aver Camp Long Thanh. On 18 November, 

STRATA assets were passed to OP-35 for cross-border operations. 

December reorganization of SOG, Camp Long Thanh was designated as 

.,_, 

,-

the SOG training command and placed under a new training directora~e j2 

'?~id., 
"/ 

/' 
TOP ftcRET 

7 
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staff. OP-3~ became 'a staff secJ:;ion with the title 

of Ground Operations Studies Branch. The Airborne Studies Group 

was redesignated OP-36 and became a command directly responsible 

to SOG, with headquarters in the Joint Translation Center. The 

reo~ganization took the operational control of TIMBERWORK(C) 

assets out of the hands of the staff (formerly exercised by 

OP-3~) and placed it in the hands of OP-36, one of several 

commands under the new organization.• OP-36 was then organized 

2 

3 

7 

as follows: 9 

r OP-36 1 

J I 
Ap:ent Agent Ops Diversionary 

. Teams Singleton Ops 
EARTH ANGEL 

C~OURCES AVAILABLE 

The resources utilized by the Airborne Section in late 1967 

was as _r~ws••: 

1/S)-fersonnel 

' a. US (OP-34)-(Included instructors) 13 officers; 33 enlisted 

men; 

b. GVN (STD) (included instructors) - 28 officers; 26 enlisted 

men; ~03 civilian. 

c. Long Term Agents - nine teams, 5~ agents. 

d. ~TA Team Agents - 25. 

2}%) ~ysical 
a. Training facility Camp Long Thanh. 

b. Staging area (isolated area) Black Rock. 

c. FOB Danang. 

d. Seven safe houses (Saigon). The safe houses provided billets 

and training facilities for the long-term agents/agent teams. 

Houses were leased by USG or GVN. The houses appeared to be 

civilian residences with no visible connection with military 
ions. 
story, MACSOG,"Annex F to MACV Command History 1968," 

III-~-1. (SACSA) 
II ) Report, MACJ-3, "Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report," 1~ Feb 

, 968, 'I'IMBERWORK(C), p.2. (SACSk) 

10 

1::. 

12 

1~ 

l-

"' -~ 

'" 
l7 

1~ 

19 

2~ 

~! 
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3. (U) Major Items of Equipment 1 

t 
' 

a. 210 Weapons (pistols and rifles) 

b. 199 pieces of radio equipment 

c. 67 pieces of photographic equipment 

d. Office and miscellaneous equipment 

4. (U) Veh>cles 

a. One sedan 

b. 16 1/4 ton trucks 

c. Three 1/2 ton trucks 

d. Seven 3/4 ton trucks 

'-~ght 2 1/2 ton trucks 

D~: ~NT CLEARANCES 

· A procedure for processing clearances for proposed agents 

3 
L 

6 

7 

8 

l.:. 
1-
-~ 

lS 

was set up within SOG. The SOG Liaison Bureau and Security Section l~ 

was responsible for checking with local policeJ district chief, 15 

and American sources and setting up a dossier of various completed 1~ 

forms on each agent. MACSOG Directive No. 604 (Series) contained 

det:~~roceduresa 

E~~)-:GE PAY AND ALLOWANCES 

' 1. ( ) General. The amount of pay and method of payment 

were important considerations in the ever present problems of 

promoting good morale and motivation among agent personnel. A 

summary of the basic pay for the various agent categories is 

covered below. For more detail on this subject, see the 11 Standard 

Operating Proced~res~ Airborne Operations Study Group" in the 

SACSA ~~~ 
2~} ~hod of Pavment. Personnel and pay records for agent 

personnel were maintained by the counterpart organization (STD). 

SOG Finance provided STD Finance a lump sum each month from which 

agents were paid. A record of all agent pay was then furnished 

SOG. The individual agent received his pay through the STD case 

officer concerned. If an agent did not designate another person 

to receive his pay while the agent was on a mission, the case officer 

deposited the pay in a savings account of a reputable bank until 

the agent returned to STD/SOG central. 
/ I 

to rec ve his nav while the aaent was on a miss~on. thP ~asP nf~t~Pr 

SOP, Airborne Studies Group, 2S Mar 196~, p 14,31. (SICSA) 

22. 

27 

3.:. 
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~ 3~Y Scales 

a. Base Pav. Base pay per month for all agent personnel, 

civilian or military, was as follows: 

(1) Team leader - 16,000$ VN 

(2) Assis~ant team leader - 1•,ooo$ VN 

(3) Team member - 12,000$ VN 

2 

b~ Mission Pav~ For short-term missions (10 days or less), 7 

1,000$ VN per day; for long-term missions (over 10 days), 

10,000$ VN per month. 

c. Military Differential Pay. The Vietnamese military 

personnel received differential pay which equalized their 

total earnings with civilian agents.• 

d. Family Allowances. Agents who were head of a family 

11 

1~ 

were authorized 600$ VN per month for hia wife and ~00$ VN per 1L 

month for each child under 16. 15 

e. Recruitment and Inducement Bonus._ As set .forth in the 

MACSOG Civilian Personnel Manual, Part II. 17 

f. Radio Ooerator Bonus. A fully qualified team radio operator 1~ 

received a one-t!me bonus of 5,000$ VN. 

g. Extraordinary Recognition Reward. As recommended by 

Chief, OP-36 far approval by Chief SOG/D1rector STD. 

h. Prisoner of War Pay, Missing in Action Pay, Disability 

Gratuity, Funeral Gratuity, Death Gratuity, and Per Diem. 

See SOP**for details. 

2: 

21 

22 

23 

24 

i. Singleto~ Agent Pay. A special arrangement for aingleton 25 

pay and allowances was approved by SOG in 1969. A one-time payment 26 

was made to the agent upon his return from a mission to SOG 

control. No proviaion was made for dependent payments. Singleton 

'27 

agents in training were quartered and fed by STD/SOG. In addition 29 

to the base pay, s1ngleton agents could be awarded a bonus up to 3~ 

50,000$ VN depending on the value of information collected on 3 1 

his mission. A summary follows: 

SOP, Airborne Studies Group, L'' p.33-38. (SACSA) 

28 Mar 1969, p. lq,31. (SACSA) 

AnnPY 'R t_n 
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Base Pay - 100,000$ VN (Naximum) 

Fa."lily Allowance - None 

Tet Bonus - None 

Operational Pay - None 

POII/l1IA - None 

Death Gratuity - None 

~erformance Bonus - 10,000$ VN (Maximum)* 

F_;..)'I"S) ?:QHNG 

1~ ) General. Training for agent team operations was conducted 

at Camp Long Thanh, Monkey Mountain FOB, and in Saigon safe houses. 

As outlined earlier, Camp Long Thanh was under the direction of 

OP-34 until December 1968, 

a. Camo Long Thanh. For detailed discussion of program of 

instruction and problem areas, see a later section. 

b, Monkey Mountain. Monkey Mountain FOB Danang was used 

as an isolation facility and a launch point for realistic field 

training for long-term agent te~ and, later,the STRATA teams. 

c. Safe Houses. The safe houses in Saigon were utilized 

= 

7 

l-

' = 

for training, billeting, and messing long-term agent/agent teams l= 
and singleton agents. Formalized training included· intelligence ~-

collection, weapons, hand-to-hand combat, communications, first s: 
aid and survival training. Teams were parachute trained at 

Camp Long Thanh; field exercises were conducted at Monkey 

Mountain. The training cycle varied in length from two to 

six months depending on trainees ability end background and the 2~ 

tar~:/ for team deployment. 

2~J ~uitlng. The problem of recruiting suitable personnel 

as agents for airborne operations plagued MACSOG from the beginning. -The following statement from the 1964 perigd expressed a problem that <;-

was never solved: s: 

.~., 
T/~ 

P.l4 (SACSA) 
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"Inability of STS to recruit h>gh quality individuals for agent 
training has forced the deployment of nledlocre teams."* 

a. The initial plan fer recruiting of agents was divided 

into three phases as shown below: 

(l) Phase I 

(a) Indirect Contact. Come in contact with representatives L 

of local area of recruitment fer pre-investigation, 5 

identification, and collection of preliminary information 5 

concerning possible agents for the programa Establish 

the list of candidate agents, 

(b) Desired Qualities. Good health, qualified for 

7 

8 

·9 

jump training, Aged between 21 and 35. Having no more than 1: 

two children. Being not the main support of the family 1: 

or the only son. Evidence sought to guarantee anti-

communist spirit (e.g., having relative killed by Viet 1: 
Cong or being ex-cadre of SVN government). Being adventurous 1~ 

people such as: hunters, divers, woodcutters who are 15 

familiar with hard life. Being of primary education level lc 

or usual readers of daily newspapers. 17 

(2) Phase II, Direct contact with candidate agent to 1£ 
confirm foregoing points. Candidate agent should volunteer lg 

to comply with discipline and withstand hardship in training 2C 

and on mission. Agent may go on mission in-border for a 

period of one or two years. 

(3) Phase III. Case officer contact candidate agent 

21 

22 

23 

once more to be sure that he has fully understood and accepted 24 

the conditions stated above.•• 25 

b. 1966, No improvement, The continuing nature of recruiting 26 

problems was emphasized by the following statement: 

"During the year, it became increasingly difficult to 
recruit agents selectively for OPLAN 3~A Airborne Teams. The 
difficulty principally stems from a general scarcity of qualified 
indigenous personnel, the competition for high caliber 
individuals posed by the Vietnamese civilian economy, and the 
huge drainage or manpower for military service. Desertion 
among agent trainees continued to be a problemJ and has had an 

?:terse effect on the ability to maintain team unity. The A\IOL/ 

*~tory, MACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Com:nand History 196~," 
p. 19,21. (SACSA) 

** ) ~·• p. II-F-2,3. (SACSA). I 
a~erse effect on the ability to maintain team unity. The A\IOL/ 

/ 
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desertion rate among age~t trainees dncreased frcp ei~~t 
percent during March to 21 percent in May. This, ccu~led 
with the lag in the recruiting during that period, cur:ailed 
the formation of neu teams, Hhich ln turn resultec !:-:a 
slippage in the 15 '~onth Deployment Program. Smre c:" tre 
agent recruits soon became disenchanted with the o~o~oect of 
operating as intelligence agenrs in NVN. Further cc-~ounding 
the situation is the nard fact that thus far none o:- ~he 
attempts to brJ..ng OPL;i:. 34A Airborne Teams out of :-.-:; has been 
successful. In an effort to improve the recruiting a~d 
retention programs, the Airborne Operations Section coora
inated with STS (RVN counterpart organization) to increase 
agents' pay and allowances, provide generous provis~ons for 
survivors benerits and disability pay, improve the quarters 
and training facilities, issue better clothing and equipment, 
and place grea~er emphasis on motivational indoctrination. 
Further, a research proposal was submitted to the Advanced 
Research Projects Agency ror a socio-psychological study or 
Indochinese ethnolinguistic groups to develop diagnostic/ 
aptitude tests or screening devices. If successrully developed, 
these should make possible a rapid and reliable identirication 
or such groups which present a high risk of being psychologicall:• 
ineffective as intelligence agents or operatives. ~ddition
ally, some success has been achieved in recruiting nrosuective 
agents in Laos. Hoperully, this recruiting errort ray be 
e anded; 

c. Ethnolinguistic Study. The Ethnolinguistic Study referred 

to above was awarded to the American Institute for Research, 

Pittsburgh, in June or 1967. The original cost estimate for the 

study was $200,000; however, following a preliminary survey by a 

research team for the company, a new expanded study at a cost 

of $832,000 was proposed. Neither MACV nor CINCPAC felt that 

the potential value or the study was worth the high cost. 

CINCPAC cancelled the project in February 1968.•• (A copy or 

the research proposal, June 1967, is available in the SACSA files.) 

d. Recruiting Procedures - 1967-1968 

(1) Sources. Agents were recruited from rerugee centers 

in Laos and South Vietnam, rrom military units, Pml camps, 

Chieu Hoi centers, and from prisoners captured in the maritime 

operations. The responsibility for ~dentifying and recruiting 

candidates was assigned to STD Group 68. One STD officer was on 

permanent duty in Laos, but recruitment of personnel !roffi •n~s 

area witn the basic qualificat~ons required to develcp 

1 able and efficient agents was unsatisfactory.••• 

is tory, MACSOG, "Airborne Operations," 1966 MACV Command 
. "ffi~ • p. 7~. 

•• ..},!5.)--!'!sg, CINCPAC, DTG 070~032 Feb 68. (SACSA) 
"""' Report, MACJ-3, "Ad Hoc Evaluation Group Report," 1~ Feb 1968, 

lMBERWORK(C), p.9. (SACSA) ,;z·- ···-··- ,+, 
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(2) Processing. A Personnel Record Questionnaire and a 

' Nrune Trace Request was prepared on each prospective agent 

to rac111tate a security check through the Vietnamese 

Hational Police, the American Embassy, and the MACV 

Security section. Processing through these agencies 

took from two to four weeks and identified prospective 

1 agents who had a criminal, former agent, VC suspect or 

undesirable record. In addition, operational personnel 

1 

2 

3 

7 

13 

had a physical examination by the SOG surgeon and were subjected, 9 

conditions permitting, to a polygraph test.• 

e. Recruiting Problems - 1967-1968 

(l) 1967 

"As in previous years, the interrelated problems of 
recruiting and retention continued during 1967. By becoming 
more selective, SOG accepted a temporary reduction in the 
input of new personnel. However, all operational needs 
were met from agents already on hand or obtained, in 
small numbers, during the year. The stress of selectivity 
was intended to produce agent trainees who were highly 
motivated, therefore, more easily retained, and who were 
more capable of accomplishing dirficult and hazardous 
missions assigned to them. Whether or not the new system 
of recruiting established at the end of 1967 would solve 
the basic problems of personnel selection would be answered 
in the following year." •• 

(2) 1968 Agent Teams. In-country recruiting was limited to 13 

ten agents· two singleton agents and one eight-man strategic 

intelligence team that was not deployed to NVN before the 

November restrictions. 

"Third-country recruiting /also7 proved unsatisfactory 
during 1968. The principal effort~ in Laos, resulted in 
recruitment of personnel unsuitable for duty as agents 
for a variety of reasons, principally health and lack of 
ability to be trained as intelligence agents. In addition, 
the program was round to be compromised and monitored by 
the NVN Embassy; and was therefore discontinued in 
September. 11

••• 

(3) 1968 STRATA TeaMs, STRATA re~uiting efforts in early 
and mid-1968 were sporadic and unre~a~ding, partially due 

to the director of STD personlly turning down the majorit" 

of the applicants as being too yound or unexperienced. Those 

~OP, Airbor~e Studies Group, 28 March 1969, p.42 (SACSA). 
• History, MACSOG, "Annex G to MACV Command History 1967," 

' p. JVIII-4-26, 27. 
***"(.a'S) J:'.l.sto:cy, NACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 CoJlll!land History" 

/P. F ~4-4 ~ · 

TOP SECI~ C-b-17 Annex B to 
~ Annendix C 
,rp, JVIII-4-26, 27, -

*** _ka'S) J:'.l.sto:cy, NACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 CoJlll!lan~ .History~' .r -
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~. 
personnel who did enter trainin~were predominantly 

deserters from ClOG forces. Touard the latter part of 

the year, a sustained effort was undertaken to recruit 

from the military. ARVN orficers ana NCOs began to enter 

training in larger numbers. STD remained responsible 

for spotting and recruiting throughout the year and 

quality of the STRATA recruit showed definite signs of 

improvement until the 1 November bombing halt. • 

{4) 1968 Diversionary Operations 

{a) "Project URGENCY(C) recruiting was accomplished 
through HUMIDOR(C) SSPL assets on DODO Island solely 
by SID. More intelligent NVN fishermen were approached 
in such a manner that they would not be suspected by 
other fishermen. Those fishermen suspected of being 
penetrators, NVN cadre or in other ways not cooperative, 
were unwittingly recruited for pseudo-agent missions 
and secretly implicated as agents. 

(b) "Project BORDEN(C) recruiting was done by US 
personnel from only US division level detention 
facilities to allow speedy collection and avoid com
promise. Authority to collect detainees from normal 
detainee channels was obtained from MACV J2 ... 
Detainees were selected based on four criteria: NVA, 
healthy, literate, and cooperative. VC were included 
for the first time in Group 98 which was collected and 7 trained in December. 11 ** 

3~3) !raining - Camp Lens Thanh 

a. History. The airborne operations training center was 

officially named Quat Thang Camp; the Americans called it camp 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

lB 

15 

20 

21 

22 

Long Thanh. The air strip and road network were oui"lt oy the 2~ 

III-4-5. 
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Japanese in 19~3. In March 1963, the RVNAF High Co~:~nd 

I assumed control of Camp Long Thanh from Binh Hoa Sector. 

The camp at that time had seven companies of civilian co•~~~

ants. Two ne~ programs were initiated at Camp Long 7hanh 

with a 12 man Special Forces 11 A" Team plus a four man 

augmentation acting as cadre. The two programs were the 

Combined Military Operations Studies (MOS) and Combined Exte~nal 

Operations Studies (EOS), MOS trained four Ranger conoanies 

for cross-border operations. EDS trained agent teams for 

employment in North Vietnam. Initially, groups of six to e!g~t 

agents were trained in Saigon safe houses. When a program o~ 

instruction (POI) was developed at Camp Long Thanh, agents rrere 

trained there in groups of 30-40 men. During February 1964, 

a Special Forces u.An Team, augmented with four men and col!!l"lanoed 

training and security facilities up to a level to meet require

ments. By the end of 196~, the ca~p was capable of housing and 

instructing 250 civilian volunteer students.• 

b. Original Syllabus. The 1964 syllabus was divided into tnree 

phases. 

(1) Phase I was scheduled for a total of seven weeks of 

introductory instruction in the fields of communications, 

medical, weapons, psychological operations, and three weehs 

of basic airborne training. Students who did not neet ~i~in~ 

standards were dropped from the program. 

(2) Phase II was a period of four weeks devoted to 

specialization in one of the generar subjects covered in 

Phase I. 

(3) Phase III was a four-week schedule devoted to field 

exercises designed to expose students to all face~s of 

previous training.** 

•;p1fh1story, >ACsoa, "Annex 
p. ~16 (SACSA). 

** ~]bid., p. II-18. 

A to 11.<\CV Command History 196~," 

y.1. CVTUww 1.o.1. a...r.u..r.u~.--

,/ 

TO!'. 
7 

C-b-18 

-
-
7 

-
-
' 

l;_ 

'~ 

'= lbll11 -- lb1131 
·-
l-

' : 

. -
--
--
2~ 

2:: 
=-
2:; 

:::: 
-

~= 

--
. -

. 

--
• 0 



' 

MORI DociD. 570370 

7,4 
c. 1965 Organization. The US advis;'rs 11ere organized along 

functional lines with Sl, S2, S3 and S ~ sect! ons. There ~<as 

also an organization of training committees to handle the 

various suojects presented, These subJects were· 

(1) Intelligence/psychological operations 

(2) Map Reading, land Navigation and Survival 

( 3) Tactics 

(4) Demolition 

(5) Weapons 

(6) Air Operations 

{7) Medical 

This 11 Program of Instruction 11 was designed to take approximately 

21 weeks and included a leadership evaluation program designed 

to assist in the future selection of team leaders~* 

d. 1967 Revision. The syllabus was revised in 1967 into 

: 

: 

three major areas: (1) field operation; (2) special techniques; and · · 

(3) special subjects. Emphasis was placed on developing 

the first STRATA teams. The number of US personnel (advisors) 

varied over the year from a low of 18 in June to a high of 

42 in January. The VN cadre at the camp ranged betNeen 46 and 

60 over the year~** 

e. 1968 Review 

(1) General. The training of all OP-34 teams (mainly 

STRATA teams) and singleton agents continued to be conducted 

primarily at Camp Long Thanh, Field tr~ining was conducted 2S 

near Camp Long Thanh and in the vicinities of Dalat and Danang ~0 

(Monkey l~ountain FOB area). The syllabus for team training 2-

was based on a program of instruction developed by the 

senior advisor, Camp Long Thanh (SALT), based on guidance 

from Chief OP-34. (Singleton agent training was based on a 

~/~ 
.,;i). G III-4-E-2-2. (SACSA) 

N to MACV Command History 1965," 

G to MACV Command History 1967," 
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7~ 
specific sy'llabus developed by case officers geared tmrard 

the needs of the agent and his mission.) All training included 

intelligence collection techniques, observat~on, target 

analysis, elicitation techniques, reporting, operational 

security, cover and subjects relating to infiltration and 

exfiltration. * 

2 

3 
,, 
~ 

5 

6 

(2) Instructors and Syllabus. The US advisors at Camp Long 7 

Thanh averaged 30 in number during 1968. They were organized 8 

functionally into sections: S-1, S-2, S-3, S-4. There 9 

was also an organization of training committees with US advisors lC 

assigned. The committees were:** 11 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

Field Operations 

1· Weapons 

E.· Intelligence 

l· Tactics 

Special Techniques 

.!· Medical 

E.· Communications 

l· Demo11 tions 

~· Psychological Operations 

Special SubJects 

12 

15 

16 

17 

1E 

19 

20 

21 

!· Basic Airborne Course 22 

2. River Crossing 23 

l· Skyhook 24 

~· Message Pickup 25 

The average strength of the VN instructor cadre during 1968 was 26 

approximately 30· 27 

(3) Long-Term Teams Trained 28 

(a) Team YANG's four members-had originally been the 29 

Vietnamese members of Team NANSEN. Team NANSEN exfiltrated 3c 

~nto Laos in May 1967; Team Vang commenced refresher 32 

::?::f_tf Historical Summary, Airborne 
:'~~1ca1 Summary," 5 Jan 69, p. 
*/'" .:!:!?.!E.·, p. 106-107. 

Studies Group, "SOG Annual 
80. (SACSA) 
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training as a new team in Januar~ 1968. In May 1968, 

it was decided by SOG ntell~gence that the location 

proposed as an operating area for VANG was not suitable 

for black team operations. -Subsequently, the team >laS 

turned over to the STRATA program for one mission. After 

the STRATA mission the team resigned.* 

(b) Team QUA was a six-man team recruited in Laos. 

Two members were given partial training as radio opera-

tors, but did not return after requesting emergency 

leave in May 1968. The other four members were trained 

7 

8 

9 

for three months but were declared physically unfit and 1: 

returned to Laos in September 1968.* lo 

(c) Team AXE was a team of five NVN Thai Dam and two 13 

VN radio operators. The team was trained in early 1968 

and transferred ta the STRATA program after the 1 April 15 

bombing restriction& Three members were lost on missions 16 

and the others were separated from the program because of 17 

poor health and resignations. •• 1E 

(d) RED DRAGON ALPHA was planned as a two-man reinforce- 19 

ment element for Team RED DRAGON. The twa men were turned 2~ 

over to the STRATA program and subsequently lost on a 21 

ndssion in NVN.•• 22 

(e) Team 915 was a nine-man team composed of ethnic 2~ 

North Vietnamese that commenced training in October 1968. 2L 

Its first mission was not until 1969. This team along 25 

with 919, which commenced training in early 1969, were 26 

retained under the operational control of the Airborne 27 

Studies Group .••• 28 

(f) STRATA team basic tra1n1ng·was conducted at Camp 2? 

Long Thanh. 1 ** 3J 

BL 
82 
81' 82 
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7~ 
(g) ~~~nts, part o~ the diversionary program 

(FORAE~), ~ere trained in an exclusion area of Camp 

Long Thanh in two phases. The first phase, from 

1 

3 

10-21 days, included process~ng, screening, and or1entat1on. L 

The object of this phase was to assess the potent~al 5 

agents, screen out unsuitable candidates, and gain the 6 

cooperation of those retained in training. The training 7 

in the phase emphasized orientation in·---~--~~----= -_ - 8 

u . .. the objectives of the project, the freedom 
and prosperity to be gained in the RVN, and many other 
idealogical themes such as the resistance of the 
Vietnamese people to domination, the necessity for 
free world forces in South Vietnam, what communism 
means to Vietnam, the Chieu Hoi program and other 
subjects designed to gain the students cooperation . 
. . . Throughout this phase, unsuitable candidates 'trere 
returned to normal unit detention facilities but 
were utilized to spread specific project information 
among other detainees, This information magnified 
the size and success of the project and was expected 
to reach NVN security elements and cause a countering 
reaction, The second phase was from 7 to lq days and 
included basic agent and mission training. Basic 
training was composed of security, reporting, navigation, 
inducing defection through use of an ultraviolet 
secret Chieu Hoi mark, infiltration techniques 
(helicopter or parachute), re1'1ards, and obligations 
Mission training included specific tasks, cover, 
documentation, and other special subjects as needed 
(communication, use of dead drops, etc.). All training 
was kept isolated from other SOG operations. Basic 
training and all but specific tasks of mission training 
were conducted in groups to purposely compromise the 
agents among themselves. They were normally utilized 
as singletons, where possible, to obtain the maximum 
effect. Inducing defection by marking potential 
defectors with UV paste that they were told was a secret 
Chieu Hoi pass was their primary mission. Collection 
of intelligence was secondary. Exfiltration, unless 
specifically planned otherwise, was by defecting again 
to free \olorld forces. nt 

f, Current Program - Camp Long Thanh 9 

(1) Camp Long Thanh became the SOG training command 10 

(OP-38, Training Study Group) under the staff cogn~zance of ll 

OP-30 (Operations Training and Studies) in late 1968, Commencing 12 

in the fall of 1968, for the first time, team leaders and 

C-b-22 

'1'11? ~RF.'I' C-b-?? 
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7*' 
Special Commando Unit (SCU) personne1 from the cross-border 

operations were trained· at Camp Long Thanh. Formerly, this 2 

training had been conducted at the Command and Control Centers. 3 

Camp Long Thanh had concentrated on training long-term agent. 4 

teams, STRATA team, and singleton agent personnel. 5 

(2) A Special Forces B Detachment with seven officers and 6 

2~ enlisted assigned provided the guidance to VN counterparts 7 

who actually conducted the training. T~e op~rating cost of the 8 

camp was approximately o~e million do~lars a year. 9 

(3) Figure B-1 shows the number of students trained and lC 

~he cost of training each student at Camp Long Thanh over ll 

a four-year period. 12 

( ~) Figure B-2 is a summary of Camp Long Thanh training 13 

information including an ethnic breakdown and the AWOL rate. lL 

(5) Figure B-3 is a list of the courses offered at 15 

Camp Long Thanh in mid-1969. lE 

(6) Figure B-~ ia a diagram of the organization and 17 

command relationships in the summer or 1969. lc 

(7) The back-up file for this Annex in SACSA has copies lC 

of the Program of Instruction for the Camp Long Thanh courses 2: 

being given in 1969. Photographs of the camp and various 

ethnic groups in training are also in the file. 

?1 

22 

g. Camp Long Thanh Problem Areas. The significant problems 23 

encountered by the SALT over-the-years are_cataloged below: 

(1) 196~ 

-..,r-

C-b-23 Annex B to 
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FIGURE B-1 

(BASED ON AN AVERAGEC3~~R~~~g~l~A~~PEND?~~~Eog~PM~7.500,00 PER MONTH)Af 

YEAR STUDENT cg~~HO~T~~~~~ING 

1966 746 $ 603.00 

1967 66 6.818.00 

1968 353 1.275.00 

1969 (1 JAN - 30 JUN) 868 259.00 

Af RECENT PAY RAISES ~AV~ 508STED THE AVERAGE MONTHLr E~PENDITURES OF CAMP LONG THANH 
TO APPROXIMATELY $qQ,U0U, U PER MONTH AS OF JULY 9b9, ESTIMATED TOTAL LOST FOR 
PHYSICAL YEAR 1~69 IS: JAN THRU JUN 69 = $224,888 

JuL THRU Dec 69 = 240. 

SUB TOTAL $464,000 
ALL OUTSIDE SUPPORT - LOGISTI- 500,000 
CAL, MAINTENANCE, CONSTRUCTION, 
ETC, 

TOTAL FOR FY 1969 $964,000 

C-b-24 
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FIGURE B-2 (T 

CAMP LONG THANH TR NING SUMMARY 

Ave. 
Year Ave. No Teams Ave. Ethnic Student 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

in Trainin>< Breakdown Stren><th 

15 

15 

10 

8 

4 

Not Avail. 

VN-9 
Muong-1 
Nung-1 
Thai-2 
Tnu-2 

VN-4 I 
Comb-4.!!1 Dual-2.!! 

VN-4 
Comb-1!!:/ 
Dual-3,!!./ 

VN-2 
Cambodian-2 

192 

191 

138 

93 

65 

Ave. 
AWOL 

Rate/Mo. 

Not Avail. 

12 

3.6 

.7 

NA 
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Remarks 

April
STRATA 
Training 
Commenced 

J!:/ Comb- More than two ethnic groups, e.g., (NN, Tho, Thai, 
Nung, etc.) 
Dual- VN+one other ethnic group in most cases. Some dual 
teams of Tho/Nung and Nung/Mung. 

C-b-25 Annex B to 
Appendi" C 



I FIGURE B-> ~~ 
TRAINING ACTIV~:'_ 1969 

CAMP LONG THANH 

Courses 

US Reconnaissance Team Leaders School 

Vietnamese Reconnaissance Team Leaders School 

Special Commando Unit Basic Training 

US Exploitation Force (Leaders School) 

V~etnarnese CW Communications 

Vietnamese Reconnaissance Team Member 
Medical Course 

US Basic Airborne Course 

US Airborne Refresher 

Vietnamese Basic Airborne Course 

Special Jump Techniques (Ex. Tree Jumping) 

Vietnamese Basic Agent/Long R~nge Training 
(STRATA) 

Vietnamese Specialized Agent Training (STRATA 
Advanced Course) 

Civilian Irregular Defense Group Basic Training 

TOP@~ 
7 

C-b-26 
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Length 

17 Days 

17 Days 

5 Weeks 

2 1/2 Weeks 

16 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

8 

2 

2 

weeks 

Week 

Weeks 

Day 

Weeks 

Weeks 

weeks 

Weeks 

Weeks 

Annex B to 
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FIGURE B-4 C~ 

ORGANIZATION AND COMMAND RELATIONSHIPS FOR CAMP L~:~NH, TRAINING STUDIES GROUP (OP-38) (U) 

~/ In addition to Det B-53 personnel, Special Projects include TOY personnel from OP-36, 18th Military 
Police Brigade and the 519th Military Intelligence Battalion. 

~/ In addition to Det B-53 personnel, the US training group also includes personnel TOY from OP-35 
and the C&C Detachments. 
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(a) Inability of STS to recru>t,high qual>ty indiv>duals 

for agents tra~n~ng forced the deploy~ent of mediocre teams. 

(b) Agents >~ere not ,solated after they had commenced 

training. Several teams who ~ad actual miss~on 

briefings had b~en allowed to go on leave ,~ed1ately 

after their missions aborted, 

(c) Viet Cong had a large intelligence network. They, 

in spite\ of secur1ty checks, probaoly had spies among 

the agents, cadre, security battalion, and civilian workers 

at Long Thanh. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

s 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

(d) Camp Long Thanh was in an active VC area. C~nsiderable 11 

effort was required to maintain local physical s~curity. 12 
\ 

(e) CofiDunications with Lo~g Thanh during critical mission 13 

periods was subject to compromise. 
l 

(f) Several agent teams had been captured _n DRV. From 

radio Hanoi reports and International C~ntrol Commissipn 

14 

15 

16 

{ICC) publications, it is evident that DRV had a gooil __ working 17 

knowledge of Long Thanh operations.* 

(g) Discipline 

1. The discipline of the students at Camp Long Thanh 

was poor. Contributing factors were 

~False recruiting promises which led students 

to expcot preferential treatment. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

I 

_-_::._:.__ E_ Belief of the cadre and STS that civilian student.,s ~ 
\ . 

could not be subjepted to military discipline even 
~ . \ \ 

~~ contracts state that the~ were. 

: =-- . c Fear of so'l'e members of the ARVN cadr'i to 
'• ...,- l 

discipline students. 

d Reluctance of STS to discard poor students. 

Tstory, MACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Command History, 
19 4" (SACSA) 

C-b-28 Annex B to 
Ant::!! nd:1x C 

25 

26 

27 

28 



I 

MORI DociD: 570370 

e Lack of close supervision caused the 

the students to fend for themselves in order to 

settle problems. The students believe that 

had a right to collective bargaining with the 

cadre. 

£ Failure to enforce existing regulations and 

and punishments. 

~ Belief that the agents were all go~ng to di~ 
' ' 

anyway has caused the agents and some of the cadre 

to believe that the agents should enjoy themselves 

while they .had the opportunity. 

h Trained teams after waiting for months ror 

deployment often become stale and hard to handle. 

l 

2 

l; 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

! Recruiting or indivisuals who had questionable l~ 

reputations in their home communities brought 15 

known discipline problems to Camp Long Thanh 16 

~ Agent leaders held popularity (with the students) 17 

over mission accomplishment. lE 

~ The following actions were 

improve the discipline: 

instituted to 

~Set and enforce standard punishments. 

b Development or procedure to draft unacceptable 

students in the Army upon expulsion from the agent 

program. 

c A pre-course basic training period to identify 

and eliminate individuals of poor potential. 

d Assignment or one cadre sergeant per barracks 

to control the students as well as handle their 

problems. 

e US and ARVN cadre weT!:! required to set the 

example with appropriate dress and bearing~ 

£ Attempts were made to raise recruiting 

l9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

2~ 

27 

29 

31 

32 

standards. Individuals with good service experience ?~ 

were preferred 

MACSOG, 'Annex A to MACV Command'History 19 " 

standards. Individuals with good service experience ?~ 
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RET 

(2) 1965 
' 

(a) Strat1gic Technical Service (S'I'S). The STS organization 

for Camp Long Thanh did not provide enough depth in instructor 

personnel, and in some cases, some or the Vietnamese Instructors 

were not qualified. Through close coordination between SALT and 

the Vietnamese Camp Commander, requests "Went forward 

L 

through both US and Vietnamese channels ror additional qualifiea 7 

instructors. Those instructors who Were not qual~fied to ~nstruct C 

were placed in Assistant Instructor slots in order to al_ow 9 

them to learn their subjects. 10 

(b) Discipline. Throughout 1965 the program was continually 11 

hampered by the lack of discipline among the students. In the 12 

past, the Camp Commander did not have sufficient power to 13 

properly handle the cases of students who had committed arrenses, lL 

and also the students status was that of a civilian. Action l~ 

was_ taken to correct this deficiency by setting up a new 

list of offenses with appropriate punishment which the Camp 

Commander could eny0:ke at- his level, and -also Chi-ef'-oP-34 

prepared a legal agr~ement which students could 

understand and sign before entering the program. The document 

spelled out the powers of the Camp 

Commander, and punishment which could applied for various 

offenses. 

(c) Interpreter Procurement and Retention 

!· 'I'he rapid build-up of US Forces in Vietnam resulted 

in an acute shortage of in~erpreters, and interpreter 

procurement became highly competitive. Although MACSOG 

--interpreter pay scales compared favorably with other agencies 
-- - 1 - ' --

few competent interpreters would consider employment at 

16 

17 

lE. 

19 

2C 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

27 

Camp Long Thanh due to the unattractive location and demanding 3C 

duty requirements: 

~· All interpreters utilized by this activity were civ

ilians, and as such they received no government recognition 

or credit toward their service obligation for duties per-

formed regardless of how a~dous or hazardous they may have 

~n. Cnnsenuentlv. manY were understandablv reluctant to 

/r _!a•e<!1L tq~a!'<!_~\Je.1r __ ~er¥~~e_Ql!:).iga.10ion_ (S>r d,.t1es per-

~~,,~ ~-~-?~ 

3'-
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in locations where they would hate been subJected to 1 

enemy fire or part~cipate in hazardous operat~onal or tra1n- 2 

ing missions. The problem is particularly acute ~n the recon 3 

teams of the 35A program. SOG i"s a>~are of this problem and 

a search for qualified interpreters is constantly being con- 5 

ducted. 6 

(d) Procurement and Retention of Civilian Irregular De- i 

fense Group (CIDG) Personnel 8 

Due to inflationary trends in the Vietnamese economy 9 

CIDG pay scales were no longer adequate to attract person- 10 

nel, and recruiting efforts in the last months of 1965 were 11 
almost complete failure. Due to attrition and desertions, 

the Security Battalion was reduced to 70% of authorized 

strength. CIDG personnel were able to obtain employment as !! 

guards with other units and installations in the Saigon area 15 

with comparable pay and without the risks and discomforts of 16 

the Security Battalion. A recruitment program is continually 17 

being conducted to enlist personnel in the CIDG ranks. 

(e) Air Support 

Lack of air support in some instances caused a de-

ll 
!2. 
20 

cline in training. Training was planned on numerous occasions ~ 

which required infiltration and exfiltration by H-34 helicop- ~ 

ter. In many cases, information would be received the day 23 

prior to scheduled training that a requested H-34 helicopter ai 

was not available, thereby hindering an important phase of li 

training. Lack or C-123 aircraft at the required times greatly ~ 

hindered the training of CP 34A students. Time and again the fL 
cancelling of aircraft on the day it ~s scheduled caused 

rapid revamping of scheduled training. · 

(3) l2§l 

(a) Air Support 

On numerous occasions throughout the year air trans
portation or res~pply was planned for an operation and was not 
available at the time needed. This resul~ed in unrealistic 
activities conducted for students who expected to infiltrate 
under rea.Y-"tic conditions in hostile areas. The 

/ -- ----- _________ _: ______ It;) _____ ---- J--- ~ ... - -·-~-
~~~~~+~~~ ~- -~~ __ ,•• ~-- _,~---~ D-- -- -----~~-- --~ ••-- --~ 
TO~CRET C-b-31 Annex B to 
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many occasions that air support ~as planned resulted in plans 

made and then cancelled which caused serious deflation of 

student morale after being told that they would get all the 

support they needed. 

(b) Discipline 

(a) Students continued to go AWOL throughout the year. 

The Camp Commander attempted to solve the problem by 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

confining students who ~went AWOL to a makeshift Jail. No 8 

apparent success resulted thrOugn ~nese me~~u~es. 9 
' - --- - - -- \ 

(b) The majority of the probrems stemmed -from ~he __ fact, 10 

that the students were civilians who were never exposed to 11 

real military discipline. A secondary reason for the high 12 

A~OL rate was the lack of a specific program of instruction 13 

and activities. The students became bored with constant re- 14 

refresher training. * 15 

16 

(~) 1958 17 

(a) The inability to get air support for training on numerous 18 

occasions throu~hout the year has a serious effect on student 19 

morale and train~ng realism. 20 

(b) Discipline. Students continued to go AWOL or quit just 

prior to going on actual operations throughout the year. The 

principal reasons were~ 

21 

22 

23 

1. Mast students were civilians who were not accustomed to 24 

military discipline. 25 

£· The students did not, sign a contract which would ooliga-ce 2o 

them to serve for a length of tim~ or participate in operational27 

missions. 

1· Student screening by STD 

too liberal at others. 

was too harsh at times 

28 

29 

30 

S His ta::-y, MACSOG, Annex G to NAG 
G 11~~27, 28 (SACSA). 

Command History 19 7, 

'TOP SJ>cRET C-b- 32 

/ 
/Pa' rii?i?-21 '- 28- (SAC SA-)--.----
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d:.c not have r!.' difl.ft e.>..en;.pt status. 

were picked for the draft while on pass or leave. 

(c) VN Cadre personoel were not able to instruct in an~ 

area except their specialty. * 

~.<;ZTA Team Training - 1968. "Training of STRATA teans, 

aft~ completion of the basic course at CLT, and once operationa!ly 

ready and transferred to Monkey Mountain FOB (MMFOB), Danang, neca=~ 

the responsibility of the ~ll~FOB Commander and his VN counterpart. 

During the summer (SW Monsoon) months when STRATA insertions were 

at their height, training at Danang consisted primarily of spec!~~~ 

pre-mission and refresher training. During the last quarter of the 

year, when first the NE Z.lonsoon and then the bombing hault slowed 

and then stopped missions in NVN, ~WOB training was characterized 

by a series of field training exercises in the Dalat area of R~\ 

with the purpose of: (a) improving the teams' efficiency in cornzuni-

cations, land navigation, reporting, and forward air guide proceo~res, 

(b) maintaining the teams' operational readiness, and (c) preparing 

the teams' for commitment in the Prairie Fire/Daniel Boone areas in 

the in NVN continued to be proh1bited. 11 •• 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

with 1'08. Danang using the SSB HF radio or via an airborne relay using 24 

AW/PRC-25 radios. • 25 

G-b-"13-
.tt..Lruo,~;·u'E oCll'UU..L.t:=~ u~·uup, 

Appendi> c 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

lbll11 
lbll31 

lbll11 
lbll31 



MORI DociD: 570370 

--- ---~----- ,. 
TOP,~ 

7 1 

2 

3 

~ 

Prope~ communications 5 

agent teams, just prior to resupply, was particularly 6 

important. A message of intent to resupply was sent to the team 7 
to the mission being conducted. 

10 days prior /During the day that resupply was expected to be 8 

accomplished, a special broadcast (contact) schedule was ror

warded -The teams received this schedule seven days 

prior to resupply. On the day of resupply the appropriate 

9 

10 

11 

team was notified from one to three hours prior that the air- 12 

craft was on its way or had to cancel. •• 13 

* ) Report, '1ACJ3, ''AD HOC 
<1';~ork (c) p ~ (SACSA). 
~~) ~· Airborne Studies 

fOP S_E~ET 
7 
-~"';,.;_~,::._~L- (,. \ ..., - j';"' I C.ll.f'C!.tr. \ 

.. -· 

Evaluation Group Renart, 11 ll! :F'Ph 1968, 

Group, 25 March 1969, p 18 (SACSA). 
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--- --- - --- - ----

PART III. OPERATIONS (U) , 

A. '~NTRODUCTION 
~~~~borne operations are presented in the paragraphs that follow 

by the various programs that were controlled by the Airborne Sectiun 

of SOG: Long-Term Agent Teams, STRATA Teams, Singleton Agents, 

and Diversionary Operations. This presentation will be chronological 

in a sense because until 1968 the Long-Term Agent Program represented 

essentially the entire airborne effort. (The first two STRATA 

in late 1967.) 

the 

C-b-35 

parachute from 

History, 196~," 
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Operations, Annex c, 

System (see Air 

for description) or by helicopter was 

available, but there was not to be a successful exfiltration by 

either of these methods of a long-term agent team.• 

l. (TS) Mission. Teams were given physical destruction missions 

(earlier teams), intelligence collection missions, and/or psychological 

missions (later). The PSYOP material provided in resupply packets 

consisted of leaflets and posters with the Sacred Sword Patriots' 

League (SSPL) theme for distribution along trails and other places 

where the populace might pick it up. Also included were bogus 

packets of material purportedly from Red China which gave Mao's 

thoughts about establishing Red Guard movements and other activi

ties counter to the interests of North Vietnam.• 

2. (TS) Exfiltration. It was not intended that long-term agent 

tea~s would remain in NVN for an indefinite period. Of the many 

attempts to exfiltrate, none were successful. Team NANSEN was 

exfiltrated by helicopter from a friendly area in Laos; however, 

the team had not reached its assigned area in NVN and was not 

considered a reporting team. Exfiltration by either helicopter or 

Fulton Recovery System was available, but fear or lack of desire 

for exfiltration or operational difficulties thwarted every effort.•• 

3. (TS) Resuoply. Aerial resupply missions were flpwn in 

the earlier years by C-123/C-130 aircraft. With the build up of 

enemy air derenses in NVN, an increasing number of resupply missions 

were flown by F~ and Al aircraft. (In 1966, C-l23/C-l30s were 

scheduled for twice as many resupply missi~ns as F-4/Al aircraft. 

The situation was reversed the next year,l967.) When the long-term 

teams were infiltrated, they had an initial supply of provisions. 

The ideal resupply schedule was based on four drops per year, >11th 

cost of supplying one agent in NVN for one year estimated at $2,500.*1 

~ heP<>rt , MACJ 3, "Ad 
·~~!~RWORK(C), p. 5-6. 
·~) ~ p~ 12. -

Hoc Evaluation Group Report," H Feb 1968, 
(SACSA) 
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ERr~ AGEilT TEA'~ OPERATIONS 

~~~~~~~1~9~6~~~· SOG inherited 23 agents assigned to 

five in-place teams: ARES, BELL, EASY, RE~rns, and TOURBILLON. 

One new team, EAGLE, \'tas successfull~L infiltrated during the 

1 

2 

year. There were 13 successful resupply missions flown out of 55 5 

scheduled; 21 w~re aborted. (See Figure CB-6.) 

"The in-place teams destroyed three bridges, conducted one 
ambush, and recruited two indigenous agents. Sixty-two (62) 
agents emplaced by SOG/CAS were alive at years-end, 5~ were 
lost during the year. 11 * 

(Figure 8-5 includes a summary of team histories through 1964.) 

a. Team Locations - 1964. Figure CB-7 shows the locations 

of the six in-place teams and infiltration points of the 

five captured teams during 1964. 

b, New Developments - 1964 

"In the spring of 1964, methods of improving drop techniques 
were reviewed so that an all-weather, all-month schedule could 
be maintained. Poor weather conditions and light of moon 
requirements were holding the in-place teams' program at an 
unproductive level. 

(1) "Ideas Considered 

(a) " Drop Through Clouds from Hi~h Altitude 

1. "A beacon signal with less vertical diffusion 
is needed. The aircra:rt must kno\i when it is exactly 
over the beacon. An Air Force test item, RED CHIEF, 
was reported to have promise. 

2. 11 A two-beacon technique for pin-pointing the 
drop-point was considered. One beacon on the DZ; the 
other an the flank. With different frequencies, one 
leads the aircraft on line over the DZ and the other 
indicates drop points from the flank. 

3. "The use of drogue parachutes with padded 
bundles in high velocity drops were considered. With 
dopler radar, the ballistics of such bundles can be 
computed accurately enough to determine the impact 
point. This information then could be relayed to the 
team if they did not see the bundles fall. 

(b) "Low-Level High-Speed Drops. MARK-4 resupply bombs 
were considered. They can be dropped from a subsonic 
aircraft at low altitude. The bomb is lowered to the 

round by parachute. 

S History, MACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Co11111'and History, 1969," 
p, II-D-1, (SACSA). 

7~ 
/ 
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FIGURE CB-~ 
SUC-!!'ARY OF AIR OPJ:RATIONS IN ~UPP~ 

OF AIPBORNE OPERATIONS - 196~) 

Aborted 
!.cnth Operations (Turned back or Unsuccessful Successfu.: 
6~ Scheduled did not take off) (Once 

Jan 4 1 

Feb 5 2 

l·~ar 4 1 

Apr 4 1 

lo!ay 4 4 

Jun 4 2 

Jul 5 0 

Aug 5 1 

Sep 5 2 

oct 6 5!!.1 

llov 5 2 

Dec 4 0 

Total 55 21 

!!:.1 Operations cancelled by higher authority. 

SOURCE· ~ory, MACSOG, "Annex A to MACV ~ ~;~1 (U)," p II-D-1 

C-b-39 

over DZ) (Droppea) 

0 0 

3 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 2 

0 3 

1 4 

0 0 

0 0 

0 1 

0 1 

0 2 

4 13 

Command History, 
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(c) "Lc.1-Freauencv Hornet's. Trro AN/PPV-13 low-frequenc: 
homers (navigational aids) Nere made available 11 * 
(2) Contin~ing Problem, The problem of resupply during 

poo~ weather and non-light-of-the-moon nights was never 

solved. Consequently, the resUpply of teams was unreliable 
ef"forts 

and unsatisfactory as many reoupply I were delayed for 

months at a time in their resupply schedule. 

2. (~peratic~s, 1965-1967 

/':~- ·1~5. "The Airborne Operations Section commenced 
operations-in 1965 with six teams totaling 59 agents 
in-place in Nortn Vietnam. The primary mission of all 
these teams originally was to conduct limited ambushes, 
target Cestructior~ and psychological and harassing 
operations agair.st designated targets. In October, the 
emphasis on target destruction decreased and the 
gathering or intelligence through the expansion of local 
contacts and the utilization of roadwatch teams increased. 
To this end, t>:o specially trained road/river watch teams 
were infiltrate~, and four teams were reinforced by road/ 
river watch trainea personnel. Only one element (Sub-Team 
REI'iUS ALFA) of a team (REMUS) was lost during the year, 
and its three ~e~bers are listed as missing and presumed 
captured. An aaaitional s~x agents were killed and three 
more died of natural causes. Numerous targets were 
darnagea or dest~cyed and a large number of intelligence 
reports were rece!ved and rorwarded to the Intelligence 
Section for evaluation. The operational teams were 
resupplied/reinforced nineteen times during the year. 11 •• 

b. 1966. 11 Tf'e Airborne Operations Section began 
operations-in 1966 with nine in-place teams, representing 
a to~al of 78 agents The mission of the Airborne Opera
tio~s Section i~ conjunction with Strategic Technical 
Service (STS) counterpart personnel, was to recruit, train, 
equip, and infiltrate abent teams into NVN, and subsequently 
to resupply, reir.force, and exfiltrate these agent teams
for the purpose of collecting intelligence, conducting 
sabotage and psychological operations, and rendering 
assistance to do~:ned aircrews. The CINCPAC-stated 
principal objectives for OPLAN-34A ground operations in 
NVN were to develop low-key tribal potential in North 
Vietnam and also to develop andoperational area astride 
each major line of communication for the purpose of: 

(1) Hail/reed/river ••atch 

(2) Target acquisition for air strikes 

(3) Wire tap of NVN 1andlines 

(~) Development of civilian inteliigence networks in 
every operational area 

(5) Conducting limited harassment and interdiction operatior.s 

(6) Rendering assistance to downed aircrews 

Ibid., P, II-G-2. 
S) History, ~!ACSOG, "Annex N to MACV Command History. 1965," 

p. uy-. 
"ffnt:l Lm f"' "- Jr .. 

... 34 :.,;o:a~aU:::l · · v-u-<tJ. 
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1'Three new operational teems, KERN, SAl-'~ ON, and HECTOR, 
were infiltrated on 5 March, 5 October, and 22 June. 
Operational tea-s were resuoplied 28 times during the 
year. Team KE?~. (7), TOURBILLON ALFA (4) and HECTOR 
BRAVO (11) were lost during the year. 11 agents were 
killed in actio": and three more died of l\OUnds. Eight 
agents were wou~aed in action, one-died of non-battle 
injuries, and f~ve died of disease. 11 * (Figures B-8, B-9 
and B-10 give a tabular summary of 1966 agent team 
operations.) 

c. 1967. 11 The Airborne Operations Section began 
operations in 19€7 with eleven in-place teams, representing 
a total of 76 agents. CINCPAC directed in April that 
TINBERWORK (C) gC~errilla teams be infiltrated in NVN for 
the conduct of "he following operations· intelligence 
collection, ta~~et acquisition, development and support 
of civilian inte:ligence and escape and evasion (E&E) nets, 
early warning, selective harassment, psychological opera
tions and assistance to downed aircrews 

(1)" To accornolish this mission the Airborne Ooerations 
Section in conjunction with Strategic Technical Directorate 
(STD) personnel recruited~ trained, equipped and infiltra~ed 
agent teams !rto NVN, and subsequently resupplied, rein
forced ana attempted to exfiltrate these agent teams. Four 
new operational teams, HADLEY, NANSEN, RED DRAGON and VOI, 
were inriltrated on 26 January, 22 April, 21 September and 
18 October, respect1ve1y. Two PLOWMAN (C) detainees, 
GOLDFISH anc PERGOLA, were inriltrated as singleton agents 
on 13 Septe~ber. Two STRATA teams, lll and 112, were 
infiltrated o~ 2~ September dnd 22 October, respecti~ely. 

(2) "Operational teams were resupplied 28 times durin~~; the 
year. 

(3) "Teams, SAMSON, HECTOR, BELL and VERSE were lost during 
the year. Seven agents .,ere Killed in action and one more 
died of wounas. One agent was wounded in action, five 
died of non-battle injuries, and three died of disease. 11 ** 

(~) Figures B-11, B-12 and B-13 give a tabular summary of 

1967 agent team operations. 2 

d. Exf1ltrat1on Efforts. The period from 1965-1967 was notable -

for several unsuccessful team exfiltration efforts. A summary of 

three of these efforts, Teams REMUS A, TOURBILLON A and BELL 

are outlined belm<: 

"Airborne Operations, MACV 1966 Command 

tiAnnex G to MACV Command History, 1967," 

Annex B to 
Appendix C 
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RECAPITULATION OF 

FIGURE B~ 
OPLAN-3 11 IN-PLACE AGENT LOSSES DURING 1966 (U) 
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FIGURE B-12 ) , / 

RECAPITULATION OF OPLAII-34 RESUPPLIED IXJRJNG 19~ 
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/ 

TOP SE:Q~ 
/, 

(1) RE!IUS A. This was the first attempt to exf11trate . 
an element of an OPLAN 34 agent team. A five-man element of 

Team REt~US uas instructed to Move overland approximately 

QO kilometers into Laos 

The last radio transmission was on 21 August 

1965: "Caching radio, heading for Vientiane," It was 

assumed that the team was captured by the Pathet Lao in Laos.• 

(2) TOUREILLON A. In May 1966*~ COMUSMACV proposed a 

concept to exfil-rate three agents from Team TOURBILLON who had 

= 

been infiltrated in 1962. Following exfiltration, the three 1: 

agents would provide· intelligence; a source of experience 1: 

for the critique or agent training; field experienced 12 

instructions; and tangible evidence to trainees that exfiltration l' 

of in-place agents was possible.***The exfiltration plan, 1• 

approved by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, State Department, and 1: 

Department of Defense, was. 1: 

"Team TOURBILLON 'A' is directed to conduct a bogus 
mission and establish aDZ to receive a resupply during a 
designated period. After the team is in place, a photo 
reconnaissance will be conducted to confirm the exact 
location and to determine if there are any indications 
that the team 1s controlled by NVN. On the first suitable 
day after the photos have been analyzed, a three man 
Vietnamese snatch team is moved from SVN to Nakhon Phano~ 
by C-123 and immediately transferred to a SAR helicopter 
for movement to e staging base at Muong Son, Laos. After 
refueling, the helicopter, escorted by USAF armed aircraft, 
transports the snatch team to TOURBILLON 'A' LZ/DZ, located 
on the NVN/Lao border to arrive at the bogus resupply time. 
TOURBILLON 'A' is picked up and returned via the same 
route to SVN. 11 **** 

TOURBILLON A began movement toward the exfiltration point on 17 

27 August 1966. The exfiltration was scheduled for 11 

September and the team acknowledged preliminary instructions. 

However, no further contact was made with the team and the 

'-

exfiltration had to be cancelled. TOURBILLON A was dropped 2: 

from the agent rolls effective 30 November 1966. 

mo, CJCS to DEPSECDEF, "OPLAN 34A Team Exfiltration," 
1966. (SACSA) 

•• g, MACV, DTG 050051Z May 66. 
u ~tory, llACSOG, "Annex M to MACV C'.,mmand History- 1966," 

• p, . (SACSA) 
.... ) Memo, CJCS to SECDEF, "Oplan 34A-Team Exf1ltrat1on (TS) ," 

July 1966. (SACSA) 

-- -<', ····--, --~ -... -- ... -- ··-~ --· ~~. ....... ~ .. 1::1 f.~ 
a.a..<""'i"~ 'U,._,. ____ "''""t'l"'"' nil.---·· u .__ ""'"'"''' "'-----..2.nl"~1~"t""A-v-"'u 
T~~ Q-b-q8. Anpendix C 

22 

lbllll 
lbll31 



MORI DociD· 570370 

TOP~ 
~3) Team BELL. In November 1966: C01·1JSNACV forwarded a 

concept* to exfiltrate the five menbers of Team BELL by USAF ~ 

HH-3 helicopter. The helicopters were to move from 

Udorn to a for\'tard staging base in Laos and on to the landing 

zone (LZ) for pick up. The helicopters were to have armed 

aircraft for cover. The attempt to execute the plan was 

made on 23 February 1967. The team was not at the LZ to 

meet the helicopter and later reported that while preparing 

to mark the LZ, they had been alerted to the chattering 

L 

E 

of monkeys and feared that people were approaching. Subsequent lC 

exfiltrat1on attempts were delayed because of weather and ll 

enemy activity in the LZ. The last contact with the team 12 

was on 19 March 1967, and on 2 July 1967 Hanoi radio 13 

announced the capture of the team and gave the team leaders 1~ 

name r r confirmation. 15 

Operations, lq68-69. Airborne operations were influenced 16 

sign ficantly by the restrictions on operations imposed in April 

and November 1968, and by the security evaluation in June which 

judged that all in-place teams were probably under NVN control. 

a. ln January 1968, there were eight in-place teams operational 

in NVN. Sinee that time, two teams, EASY and REMUS, were 

compromised by NVN and three teams, HADLEY, TOURBILLON and RO!o!EO 

17 

18 

19 

stopped transmitting and 
were 
I carried as missing in action (!'.IA).23 

The three remaining teams on 1 July 1969, ARES, EAGLE and RED 

DRAGON were considered as probably compromised.** 

b, During March and April 1968, US case officers assigned to 

long-term agent teams conducted a security survey of their 

respective teams. To further assist in-this evaluation, Chief 

25 

26 

27 

28 

MACSOG requested a counterintelligence survey be conducted by a 29 

representative from J-2 ~ACV staff and CAS, Saigon. The findings of 30 

sg, Cm\USt\ACV, DTG 060139Z Nov 66. (SACSA) 
* ( ) Historical Summary, Airborne Studies Group, "SOG Annual 

istorical Summary," 5 Jan 69, p.3. (SACSA) 

C-bJI_9 

~.-< _Y.UJ U.J,.\=o\,oU .... .J.\.iCL.,I. '-'LUIUIICI..I";'fJ 1'\.,.I..J.UV.I."UC" U\,oU,U.J.t:~ UJ..UU,~J 

,......,istorical Summary," 5 Jan 69, p.3. (SACSA) 

Annex B to 
AnnendiY , 

UUU 11oiJIIUd..J. 
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this survey*, in June 1968, indicated that all teams 'ffere unde.~ 

HVn control. Subsequent plans called for dropping all ~n-ulace 

teams at the earliest feasible time, in most cases by using 

the tactic of ordering the team t~ move toward an exf~ltratior 

LZ. Experience had shown that \':hen a compromised tear was orde!"-e: 

to move, it soon was surfaced by NVN or ended radio contact.** 

c. In January 1968, there >~ere a total of 48 agents on eight 

in-place teams; in June 1969, there were nine agents in the three 

teams remaining. Seven aerial resupplies were made to teams 

during the above period. (See Figure B-14 for team locations.) 

d. Resupply and Exfiltration. Although the restrictions of 

= 

' . 

April prohibited a1r operations above 20°N latitude, it was con- l~ 

sidered essential by MACV to request clearance to resupply teams 

RED DRAGON and REMUS and to exfiltrate four members of Team EASY 

by helicopter from a LZ in Laos. Even though the teams were 

already suspect by the United States as compromised, the counterpa~~ lE 

Vietnamese Strategic Technical Directorate (STD) personnel did nc~ 1~ 

share this feeling. It was considered by MACV that if the 

teams believed secure by the STD were not supported, there would 

be an adverse effect on the entire unconventional warfare (U\1) 

effort.**' 

(1) Clearance was granted by CINCPAC in April.•••• 

However, Team REMUS transmitted its last message in April and 

was terminated. CINCPAC suspended# all resupply operations 

in May before Team RED DRAGON was resupplied. The bombing 

halt of 1 November ended all resupply plans for RED DRAGON. 

(2) Clearance for the exfiltration of four members of Tear 

EASY was received the same month, April 1968, as the final 

message from the team, 26 April 1968.. 
newspape:

On 7 August, a NVN I 

announced the capture of a "l2 man spy-ranger team" that 

was Team EASY.## 

eport, CAS/J2USMACV, "Security Status of MACSOG Long-Terl" 
Ag Teams in NVN," 7 July 1968. (SACSA) 

1 S) Historical Summary, Airborne Studies Group, "SOG Annual 
Hi rical Summary," 5 January 1969, p. 3. (SACSA) 

lt~sg, MACV, DTG 240505Z Jul 68. (SACSA) 
••• ~sg, CINCPAC, DTG l3021DZ Apr 68. (SACSA) 

sg, CINCPAC, DTG 222205Z May 68. (SACSA) 

1';..- ) "~~~~~;~~~; ~·s~~a~y: u~fr~~~~~ ;~~~~~; 1 ~roup, 11 SOG Annual 
Historical Summary," 5 Jan 69, p. 30. 
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~ ~ ?;;ng-Term A~ent Team Chronolo~' 
a.~ 

l 

(1) Bgckground. A Vietnamese case officer encountered 

ARES at the Refugee Debriefing Center, Saigon, on 29 August u 

1960 and assessed him as a capable man motivated by desire to 5 

revenge himself on the author~ ties of NVN. He was sub

sequently recruited as a singleton agent and infiltrated 

by junk in April 1961 into his home province to establish an 

6 

0 

' 
8 

intelligence collection net. His operational base was in the 9 

mountainous region directly north of Uong Bi, Quang Yen Province. lG 

ARES recruited 11 subsources and provided 

information on NVN documentation, the Uong Bi power plant, 

highways, bridges, Haiphong Harbor and other miscellaneous 

items which he was able to observe or gain information on 

through debriefing of his subsources. 

(2) Operations. 
beginning 

Continual analysis of ARES/in 1966 indi-

cated that he was under hostile control. Since November 1966, 

he exhibited indications that the opposition was becoming 

impatient with the operatipn. ARES hinted several tiMes 

ll 

12 

l3 

l~ 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

that he was having difficulty with radio communications and 20 

Central (MACSOG/STD control headquarters) was asked to 21 

find another means of communication. ARES was informed 22 

in December 1967 that Central wanted to resupply him and he was 23 

instructed to find a suitable drop zone (DZ). ARES, however, 2~ 

immediately began to expound on the difficulties of finding and 25 

using DZs in the area and again pleaded with Central to find a 26 

way to resupply him by other means. It appeared that 27 

ARES was attempting to get Central to expose additional assets. 28 

With this in mind, a diversionary o~eration was implemented 29 

in June 1968. The obJect of this operation was to cause the 30 

security forces of Haiphong to expend their time and energies in 31 

useless pursuits and to implant the idea that Central has agents 32 

operating in the city of Haiphong. In June 1969, ARES 33 

was instructed to propose an exfiltration plan in international 3L 

7"ers.* 
.......... .,.. .......... ~ ....... 

• vr.6 History, 
/p. F-III-~-1. 

""n 4-hA """4-~• ..... .,.. u.,."" ...... 'b"'"""'"" Tn -r .. 'rO. ..... ,nt:.n II.'Ot;"Q 

MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 cOmmand History," 
(SACSA) 
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b.~ 

(1) Back(;round. Team REi!US >'as a six-man team infiltrated 

by parachute on 16 April 1962 near Dien Bien Phu. Its ~iss1cn 

upon infiltration and up to 19~~ \>Jas to establish a base area 

from which int~lligence collection activities could be 

launched, collect enemy military, political and economic 

information, locate resupply DZs and safe areas for possible 

infiltration of additional agents, collect available documents, 

and recruit subsources and support personnel. 

(2) Operations. Continued analysis of Team REMUS's files ~ 

up to mid-1967 indicated the team was probably not under lC 

hostile control. REMUS was reinforced five times since its 1~ 

infiltration in 1962. Beginning in December 1967, message 

traffic from the team indicated it was beginning to 

encounter problems beyond its control, thereby, revealing 

it was possibly under hostile control. This was confirmed 

1~ 

15 

by subsequent messages received, and in April 1968 when 1" 

~nterrogation or a recently captured NVA prisoner of war 17 

revealed he had knowledge of capture of a SVN "ranger" team 1: 

in the REMUS area of operation in June 1962. On 13 May 1968, 1; 

the NVN Government confirmed this by announcing capture of a 2~ 

SVN "ranger" team in April (year not stated). All facts 

presented left no doubt this was Team REMUS.• 22 

c • TOURBILLON 23 

(1) Background. By the close of 1968, the team was composed 2~ 

of three surviving members of 27 agents infiltrated between 25 

16 May 1962 and 2~ December 1966. The original team, composed 2f 

of seven members, was infiltrated by parachute on 16 May 1962 27 

with Team CASTOR serving as 1ts reception party. The original 2: 

mission of the team was one of sabotage and harassment. By 2~ 

1967 and 1968, the mission was changed to intelligence 

collection by observation. 3! 

/ 
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(2) Ooerations. TOURBILLO~' f1.rst came under suspicion of 

being under hostile control in January 1967 ;;hen a rein

forcement radio operator, infiltrated on 2~ DeceMOer 1966, 

transmitted messages containinb duress sibnals. Pfter 

further case off~cer anal~sis d a CAS security analysis 

of all in-place TIHBER\{ORK teams, it was concluded that 

the team came under host11e control prior to December 1966, 

possibly as far back as 1962. The team's activities in 

= 

1968 have essentially conf1rme1, its controlled status. No ~ 

significant intelligence information was reported and the 

team moved almost continually in an attempt to 

evade the enemy. Contact was maintained throughout the 

year in order to utilize the team in a diversionary effort.* 

The team was last heard from in December 1968, and was 

dropped from the active rolls in June 1969. 

d.~ 

12 

13 

(1) Background. Team BELL originally consisted or eight 1~ 

ethnic Thai tribesmen who parachuted 4 June 1963 into a DZ 

at VJ 520109. The team mission was to sabotage Yembay-Lao Kay 
a 

railroad. Derailment and poss1)le destruction or/railroad 

engine was reported 31 August 1963 

(2) Operations. The team had not been resupplied since 

infiltration, was concerned solely with survival until 

resupply and reinforcement of 14 November 1964, Three team 

members died of causes directly or indirectly attributable 

to malnutrition. One man was killed jumping in on reinforce-

19 

21 

22 

23 

25 

rnent. Team was in radio contact and was located at VK 537153 27 

with 10 men at the end of 1964. The_entire year, 1965, was 2E 

spent in unsuccessful attempts to resoppJy the team. The team 29 

moved several times during the year to new safe areas. Two 3~ 

agents died in December from 1acJ of medicine and supplies. 

-III-4-C-1. 

' \TS) Ib~p, F-III-~-C-1. 

C-b- 54 Annex B to 
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1ntell1gence \'las rece.Jrved. The team was finall~ 

resupplied in April 1966 and was instructed to cross the 

Red River to establish a safe area. On 28 ~ay, the team 3 

attempted to cross the Red Ri v~ in rubber boats, "•as 1nter- 1:. 

cepted by NVN militia, and retreated, suffering two KIA and 5 

lost equipment. ln August,~A resupply containers were 

dropped, but team was unable to locate them. On 

1~ October 1966, another team member died. At the end of 
the 

1966,;team was tasked to establish a rail/river watch at 

site vicinity VK 4935. In January 1967, CINCPAC approved 

6 

7 

8 

9 

lC 

a plan to exf1ltrate team BELL. Abortive attempts were made 11 

in February and Narch to exfiltrate BELL. Bad weather and 12 

the fear of compromise of the LZ were primary obstacles. 

The team was last heard from on 19 March and was dropped 

from the active rolls on 3 July 1967.* 

e. EASY 

13 

15 

16 

(1) Background. Team EASY was the surviving 12 members 17 

of a total of 35 members infiltrated into S~n La Province, 18 

NVN, between 9 August 1963 and 10 October 1965. The team's 19 

or1ginal mission was to contact selected r~eo and Thai 20 

settlements to establish safe areas for other teams operating 21 

in the area, determine resistance potential among the 22 

Nontagnards, selectively arm tribesmen for harassing attacKs 23 

on NVA, lines of communication (LOC) and road traffic, and 2~ 

recruitment of influential Montagnard leaders for exfiltration 25 

and training. By 1967-1968, the mission had been reduced to 26 

intelligence collection by observation and exploitation of a 27 

locally recruited net of subsources. 28 

(2) Operations. Analysis of Team £ASY's files prior to 29 

June 196B indicated the team was probably not under hostile 

control. The team was reinforced four times with a total 

History, MACSOG, 196q-l967 MACV Command Histories. 

;Ttzp~'~E ~=CR~E~T~--~~ C-b-55 
* (~v- MAC~OG_ lQ6o-lQ67 MACV Cnmmenn 

Annex B to 
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of 23 men. As of January 1968, five of the orie;inal ei 0ot 

members and seven of the 23 reinforcement members sur\riv~d. 

EASY came under suspicion in llarch 1968, and in July 1968 

was determined by a joint i~ACV ~.] -2 CAS security revie" to 

be possibly under host~le control After being alerted 

that one seriously ill member and three other members \'tere 

to be exfiltrated, the team went off the air and was last 
from on 

heard~6 April 1968. Subsequently, on 7 August 1968, a 

NVN newspaper reported that in late April (year not stated), 

a 12-man team of SVN rangers had been captured in Son La 

Province and the team leader was identified as the EASY 

team leader.• 

f. "ATTILA. Team consisted of' six Vietnamese that para
chuted on 25 April 196~ into tree drop area at WF 325575. 
Team mission was to sabotage bridges on Route 8 and conduct 
psychological operations in that area. One radio contact 
received 9 May 196~ indicated the team dropped in wrong loca
tion close to a populated area. No further contact since 
9 May. On 11 August 1964, Radio Hanoi broadcast that a team 
which had dropped on 26 April had been captured and sentenced 
by the DRV military court to eight years imprisonment. This 
was ATl'ILA."** 

g. "LOTUS. Team 
WG 1255~ 19 May 
bridges on Route 1. 
group who jumped the 
was ever made."** 

consisted of six men who were dropped at 
1964. The team mission was to sabotage 
Radio Hanoi reported sentencing of spy 
same day as LOTUS, No radio contact 

h. "BUFFALO. The team consisted of a lO-man sabotage, 
psychological operations, and intelligence group that was 
dropped 19 June 196~ at WE 741886. The team was to work 
along Route 12. On 24 October 196~, Radio Hanoi announced 
the sentences of eight members of the BUFFALO group. No 
radio contact was ever made with the team.. 11 ** 

g 

lQ 

ll 

12 

13 

(1) Background. Team EAGLE was originally composed of six 1~ 

members, all natives of Bac Giang Province, NVN. The team 

was infiltrated back into the province on 27 June 196~, with 

the mission of conducting sabotage oP!rations on NVN Routes 

l and 4, Mac Narn Quan rail line, and the Mai Pha air base. 

The team has recruited two subsources to date, who were the 

story, NACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History," 
II-4-C-1. (SACSA) 

) History, MACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Command History 196~," 
II-Q-1. (SACSA) 
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~ primary sources of information prov,1.ded in 196S. The into~ra-

tion received, however, has been of little or no value. 

In recent months, the team has been pr~rtarily tasked W'ith 

' " 
2 

3 

roadwatch ass~gnments. EAGLE' s- m~ss 10n in 1967 \''as esse~tiall~ ~ 

changed to collection of intelligence ~nfor~atlon, although it 5 

was taskea >tith a sabotage mission in 11arch 1968. The musion 6 

was not completed. The team now consists of three members of 

the six originally infiltrated. 

(2) Operations. Continual analysis of EAGLE since 1967 

indicates that the team is under hostile control. There-

fore, in 1968, pl2ns were developed to move the team south 

from its safe area for possible exfiltration. EAGLE was 

notified to move south, but was not informed of the 

reason for ~t. After a brief period of delaying, the 

team finally reported starting its movement in November.* 

The team was instructed to send an exriltration plan but 

none was rorthcoming. In the summer of 1969, team was 

7 

a 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l~ 

15 

16 

11 

moving back to original location. It was expected that the team 18 

would soon break contact and terminate. 

j. "SCORPION. Team of seven men dropped on 17 June 196~ 
between VJ 701971 and VJ 679977. The team mission was to 
sabotage the Lao Key rail line between Yen Bay and Trai Hut. 
On 27 July 196~, Radio Hanoi reported the team of six men 
had been captured shortly after their drop by alert local 
citizens, Dinh Man, the seventh man, >las reported killed 
when he stubbornly resisted capture."** 

k. 1'BOONE. Team consisted or nine men that were dropped 
at approximately VG 59~086 on 29 July 196~. The team was 
never heard from."** 

l. EASY (ALFA), Infiltrated in September/October 1965 

to give instruction in roadwatch techniques to EASY. In 

November the team was contacted by the !nemy and one agent 

was killed. Team set up roadwatch on Routes ~~A and 69. In 

May 1966, two agents were killed during a skirmish >ri th the eneM!I. 

F to MACV 1968 Command History," 

A to MACV Command History 1964," 

C-b-57 Annex B to 
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Team submitted roadwatch reports and \'Jas successf'ully 
' 

resupplied for remainder of 1966. In July 1967, EASY (ALFA) 

1 

2 

arrived at the cache site of EASY and the tuo teams were 3 

joined.* " 

m. ROMEO 5 

( 1) "Background, Team ROHEO, originally composed of 10 
ethnic NVN was inflltrated baek into an area immediately 

, north of the DI•iZ in November 1965. Its misslon was to conduct area 
reconnaissance for collectlon of intelligence information; 
perform roadua.tch mission, and conduct harassing and 
sabotage activities on order. Prinary target in the team's 
area was NVN Route 103, which was believed to be a major 
route for infiltration of men and supplies to the south. 
In October 1966, the ROMEO radio operator sent the words, 
'ROMEO already captured,' in the clear. Since that time 3 

mission accomplishment has been regarded as insignificant. 
The team had not furnished any reportable information 
during 1967 and 1968. 

(2) "General. In 1968, the team's activity was generally 
limited to location of DZs and searching for survival food. 
ROMEO had been plagued with communications problems since 
its infiltration and the trouble persisted in 1968. Many 
messages were received with undecipherable groups and 
numerous delays in message traffic were experienced due to 
necessity for retransmissions. Contact with ROMEO was 
finally lost 5 August 1968 while the team was reportedly 
on a reconnaissance mission. It is believed the decision 
to terminate the team was influenced by two events· a 
diversionary caching operation which was successfully 
completed in early June, followed by a reconnaissance mission 
into a closel:,9 forested area \-:here little or no intelligence 
information could be gathered, Team ROMEO was composed of 
four remaining members when it was declared MIA on 
4 November 1968,"** 

n. ~· Team was infiltrated by parachute in November 6 

1965 to train Team TOURBILLON in roadwarch techniques and then 7 

to detach and set up its own roadwatch on Route 68. Roadwatch 8 

was established by VERSE in January 1966. Location of team 9 

near an antiaircraft site made resupply impossible except by 10 
was 

high-performance aircraft. Resupply/finally accomplished in 11 

mid-1966. Team reported on Route 68 and Route 6 during year. 12 
the 

Exfiltration for team was planned for mid-1967, however,;team 13 

was captured by the enemy between 3 and 27 July 1967.*** 14 

S is tory, MACV Command Histories 1965-67", (SACSA). 
•~story, MACSOG, "Annex F to ~lACY 1968 Command History," 
•, p. -III-4-C-1. (SACSA), 

*** ) H tory, ~I~CV Command Histories 1965-67. (SACSA) 

TOP EGRET C-b-58 Annex B to 
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7~ 
• a. KERN. Infiltrated on 5 ~larc- 196,6 by paradrop 

a 
from tC-123. russian h'as to conduct roadtratch in f·lu Gia ?ass 

area. Difficulty experienced in locating team from air 

during first months after infiltration. Five ~embers of 

the seven-man team were ill in June 1966. Location by 

infra-red photography was effected in June 1966. Resuppl:• 

in August. Team last heard from on 5 September 1966.• 

p. HECTOR. Infiltrated 15 men on 22 June 1966 by CH-3C 

helicopter. Contact with team on 9 August. Report that 

four members were 111. In September 1966 team reinforced 

with ll agents (HECTOR BRAVO), resupplied, encountered 

L 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

enemy and were forced to flee. Exfil tration plans for tealJI Pere 12 

drawn up in November. HECTOR BRAVO was dropped from ralls after 1' 

no contact since 23 September. Exfiltration effort in 

December unsuccessful. Team had not been heard from since 

1~ 

15 

15 March 1967, and was dropped from the active rolls effective 16 

26 June 1967.* 17 

q. SAMSON. Eight agents with wire tap equipment infil

trated on 5 October 1966. Resupplied and established road

watch in November. Team last heard from on 2 December 1966.• 

TC? 

r. HADLEY 

(1) Background, NVN Route B is an improved motorable 

road connecting Route 15 to Laos Routes Bl, 12 and 121. 

These routes are considered major troop and supply infil

tration routes to the south. In addition, the Ngan Pho 

River, running west to east in the same area ~s a princioal 

>Tater supply route. A black team installed in this area 

could provide valuable information on flow of infiltration 

traffic. Team HADLEY's mission was ~o conduct roadwatches, 

emplace a roadwatch device, identify potential air strike 

targets, and, on order, to conduct harassment and sabota;e 

oper. tions. 

C-b-59- Annex B tc 
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~ '''"""'"'· "~ "'~' .. , '""""""' '" "'"""''' 
1967 by helicopter in Laos for overland movement into NVN. 

The team was placed on the wrong LZ due to pilot error and 

in its initial radio contact, made on 17 February 1967, 

reported that it had been compror.1sed upon landing and \'as 

still trying to evade the enemy. It is believed that all 

communications equipment, except for one RS-1 radio and 

some Panasonic radios, tlere destroyed or lost during this 

period. Communications with the team throughout 1968 were 

generally good, with almost immediate responses to 

messages. Orignally, an 11-man team, HADLEY, is now com

posed of seven members. Two members died in 1967 and 

another two in 1968. Current view on the security survey 

completed in June 1967 concluded the team had been captured 

soon after infiltration. HADLEY was, therefore, used 

primarily in a diversionary capacity in 1968.• The team 

was instructed to exfiltrate into Laos but was last heard 

from in February 1968. Was listed as MIA on 2~ May 1969. 

s. NANSEN. Seventeen agents infiltrated by USAF helicopters 

on 22 April 1967 into Laos with instructions to penetrate the 

NVN border. The team never reached the NVN border but reported 

being pursued by Pathet Lao in Laos. In May, the team reported 

that rations were exhausted, team members were ill, and requested 

exfil tration. 

t. RED DRAGON 

= 

,. 
l: 

l: 

E 

1: 

l-

E 

lE 

l-

1: 

1:;: 

:::: 

2: 
2~ 

-. 

(1) Background. The Red River Valley from the NVN/China ~-

border town of Lao Kay to Hanoi is a major LOC with many 

rail, road and water transshipment points from about 21°N. 

C-b-oJ Annex B to 
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A black team located in Lao Kay and Jen Bai Provinces liOulcl 1 

be in an excellent position to conduct sabotage anC 1ntell:.- 2 

gence missions. Planning for such an operation began in 

early 1966 and the concept was ·approved by CINCPAC in 

May 1967. 

3 

5 

(2) General. Team RED DRAGOll \las widely dispersed on its 6 

infiltration drop on 21 September 1967. Difficulty in 

assembling and the loss of one radio caused a 32-day delay 

in the team establishing its first radio contact. Radio 

communications with the team in 1968, as in 1967, were 

generally poor due to atmospheric conditions and frequent 

retransmissions were necessary. RED DRAGON's security 

status was a matter of question since its initial radio 

contact, and the question continued to plague both US and 

VN case officers throughout the year. While US personnel 

were convinced the team was under NVN control, the VN 

counterpart case officer felt otherwise. This difrerence 

in opinion had a marked effect on handling of the team until 

June, when a MACV J2/CAS security review indicated the team 

was under hostile control. Maintenance of RED DRAGON was 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

1~ 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

further complicated by difficulties in resupply. The team 21 

was resupplied on 18 March 1968 by FAC aircraft, but the 22 

limited bombing halt declared on 1 April 1968, prevented any 23 

further resupply of the team. RED DRAGON, therefore, spent 

much of its time in 1968 searching for survival food and 

was largely unproductive. Although it was conceded the 

team was not useful, nor could it be used in support of 

any diversionary operation, contact was maintained throughout 

1968 because of the VN counterparts' belief the team was 

2~ 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

secure.• Team was last heard from in June 1969 and is expected 30 

to reak contact. 

History, 
-III-4-C-1. 

~ 
MACSOG 1 "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History," 
(SACSAJ 

C-b-61 
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u. YQI• Four agents inriltrated on 18 October 1967. 

llo contact ever established after inflltration. * 
v. Tea~s 915 a~d 919. The teams had been recruitec in tPe s~r~~~ 

and summer of 1968, but had not completed training at t~e 

time of the 1 November bombing halt. Team 915 commen~ed tra~r~r~ 

at Camp Long Thanh in October and 919 in January 1969. The 

= 

teams were recruited in SVN from persons who had migrated in tre 1S?5C's 

rrom NVN to the Danang and Nha Trang areas. Team 915 first 

mission on 12 January was a 10-day infiltration 20 kilometer 

into Cambodia for a roadwatch mission. The team completed 

a longer, 20 day~ mission in February, also into Cambodia Both 

missions were judged successful. Team 919 performed its first 

9 

lC 

ll 

12 

ttdssion, also into Cambodia, on 9 June 1969. The team was attacked 13 

immediately after infiltration and had to exfiltrate ~<ith a loss lc 

of three men. These two teams have remained under the operational 15 

control OP-36, Airborne Studies Group. 

5. Sumrnarv. Figure B-15 is an abbreviated chronology of 

all recorded long-term agent team infiltrations from 1961 through 

the final insertion in 1967. 

:·." (ZR A TEAr: OPERATIONS 

~-~General Conduct of Operations 

a. Authority, By the original authority message for STRATJ 

operations•• CINCPAC was authorized to approve STRATA missions 

with the Joint Chiefs of Staff an information addressee on all 

messages. CINCPAC approved 15 STRATA targets in a series of 

messages transnitted from May of 1967 until July 1968. (See 

STRATA "Authority" file in SACS A.) russian numbers were assigr.ed 

by CINCPAC and authority was given to ~rike an approved target 

on more than one mission. 

story, ~JACSOG, 11 Annex G to MACV 1967 Command H1story, 11 

-III-~-22. (SACSA) 
) Msg, CINCPAC, l20052Z Apr 67. (SACSA) 
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Team 

ARES 

2 ATLAS 

' CASTER 

4 DIDO 

5 ECHO 

6 TARZAN 

7 EUROPA 

8 REMUS 

9 TOURBILLON 

10. EROS 

II PEGASUS 

12. JASON 

!3 DAUPHINE 

14 BELL 

15 BECASSINE 

16 BART 

17. TELWS 

TOP ,?EGRET 

7 
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FIGURL E-1~ 
Chronology of long-Term Agent Team 

lnsert.s 

~ Hoh 

Feb 61 Sea 

~lar 61 An 

f.lay 61 fur 

Jun 61 Au 

Jun 61 fur 

• Au 

Feb 62 Au 

16 Apr 62 Au 

16 flay 62 Au 

Jun 62 Au 

13 Apr 63 Au 

14 ,.lay 63 fur 

4Jun 63 Au 

4Jun 63 Au 

Jun 63 Au 

7 Jun 63 Au 

7Jun 63 Au 

Pers Remarl..s 

Rad1o contact cont1nues 10 Apr 69 

4 2 KIA, 2 captured on land1ng 

4 Contact lost Jul 63 1n Laos 

4 Doubled, played, term1nated 

3 Doubled, played t1l Aug 62, term1nated 

6 Insert date unk, last rad1o contact 
Jun 63, presumed captured 

5 Last rad1o contact 27Jan64 1n NVN 

6 Re1nf 2 men 12Aug63, 3 men 23Apr64, 
4 men (Tm ALTER) 220ct64, 4 men Jan 
65, 2 men 2l}ug67. 13i-1ay68 NVN An-
nounced capture of SVN ranger tm~ 
1n REMUS area 

8 Re1nf 7 men (Tm COOTS) 27May64, 7 men 
(Tm PERSEUS) 24Jul64, 6 men tempor-
ar1ly (Tm VERSE) 7Nov65, 2 men (Tm 
TOURBILLON BRAVO) 24Dec66 Re1nf 
rad1o opr sent duress s1gnal 10 Jan 
67 Tm be1ng used as d1vers10n as-
set thru Apr 69. 

5 Doubled, played, term1nated 

6 Captured soon after land1ng 

s Captured soon after land1ng 

5 Captured soon after land1ng 

7 Re1nf 7 men (Tm GRECO) 14Nov64. Last 
rad1o contact 19~lar67, dropped 3 
Jul 67. 

6 Captured soon after land1ng 

5 Captured soon after land1ng 

4 Captured soon after land1ng 

C-b-63 Annex B to 
Appendix C 
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FIGURE B-15 (TS) ( Cont' d.) 
' 

18 IIIDAS 10 Jun 63 Au 8 Captured soon after landing 

19. NlKE 10 Jun 63 Au 6 Captured soon after land1ng 

20. GIANT Jul 63 Au 6 Captured--soon after land1ng 

21. PACKER Jul 63 A1r 6 Captured soon after land1ng 

22. EASY 9 Aug 63 An 8 Re1nf 6 men (Tm PISCES) 18Jul64, 5 men 
(Tm HORSE) f'.lay 65, 9 men 17Sep6S & 3 men 
180ct65 (Tm DOG/GECKO). DOG/GECKO redes1g 
EASY ALPHA, separated 300ct65 EASY ALPHA 
reJOlned 1n Jul 67 Last rad1o contact 
26Apr68, 7Aug68 NVN nehspaper announced 
capture of 12 SVN Rangers, correctly 
1dent1f1ed Tm Ldr. 

23. [no name] 12 Aug 63 An 2 Re1nf for Tm REMUS 

24 SljAN 4 Sep 63 An 6 Captured soon after land1ng 

25. BULL 7 Oct 63 Au 7 Captured soon after land1ng 

26. RUBY 5 Dec 63 Au 8 Captured soon after land1ng 

27. [no name] 23 Apr 64 A1r 3 Re1nf for Tm RBnJS 

28. ATI!LA 25 Apr 64 Au 6 Captured soon after land1ng, Act1on 55? 

29. LOTUS 19 flay 64 Alr 6 Captured, tried by NVN 

30. COOTS 27 fla) 64 A>.r 7 Re1nf for Tm TOURB!LLON 

31 SCORPION 17 Jun 64 Alr 7 Captured, tr1ed by NVN 

32. BUFFALO 19 Jun 64 Alr 10 Captured, tr1ed by NVN 

33. EAGLE 28 Jun 64 Alr 6 Jun 68 analys~s. Tm bel1eved under NVN 
control 3 men st1ll 1n Tm. Inst'd to 
move south, began move Nov 68. St1ll 1n 
rad1o contact 69 

34 PISCES 18 Jul 64 Alr 6 Re1nf for Tm EASY 

35. PERSEUS 24 Jul 64 Alr 7 Re1nf for Tm TOURBILLON 

36. BOONE 29 Jul 64 Alr 9 Captured, tr1ed by NVN 

37. ALTER 22 Oct 64 Alr 4 Re1nf for Tm REMUS 

38 GRECO 14 Nov 64 Au 7 Re1nf for Tm BELL 
(CENTAUR Team) (28) Tm destroyed 10Dec64 1n C-123 crash on 

Monkey ~IOLillta1n, Da Nong See pg II-
J-1, 64 History 

IIDRJS ALPHA ""Y 65 5 Part of Tm REMUS 1nst • d to exf1l to 
Laos Last contact 21Aug6S VlC TJ 
785367; 11Cach1ng rad10, head1ng for 
V1entiane (Laos) . 11 

39. HORSE flay 65 Alr 5 Re1nf for Tm EASY 

40 DOG/GECKO 17 Sep 65 Alr 9 Re1nf for Tm EASY. Later redes1g Tm 
(EASY ALPHA) EASY ALPHA (300ct65). Tm reJOlned 

Tm EASY >n Jul 67. 

/ 
40 DOG/GECKO 17 Sep 65 Alr 9 Re1nf for Tm EASY. Later redes1g Tm 
~~A~V AIDUA' t:AC:V toznn-... o:.~'\ 

~ _______ _. 

C-b-64 Annex B to 
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42 RO'IEO 

43 !(ERN 

44. HECTOR 

MORI DociD· 570370 

FIGURE B-15 (Cent 'd), 

7 Nov 65 A1:r 8 lnf1l to Trn TOURBILLO~, 2 men kllled 
as result of dron T~ 1nst'd Tm TOUR
BILLON 1n road\ atch techniques 21 
Dec 65, Tm TOURBILLO~ gave 3 ~en to 
Tm \'EP.SE, \ ERSE detached 27Jul67, 
Hano1 Rad1o announced captu:re 

19 Nov 65 Helo 10 Oct 66 rece1ved osg 111 clear text· 
"RO~IEO ALREADY CAPltiRED.'' Last rad10 
contact 5Aug68, declared HIA 4f'lov68. 

5 l-Iar 66 A1.r 9 1 man k11led on drop, last rad10 con .. 
tact 5Sep66. dropped 7Dec66 

22 Jun 66 Helo 15 Re>nf 11 men (Tm HECTOR BRAVO) 23 Sep 
66 HECTOR f; HECTOR BMVO never hnked 
up. BRAVO dropped 28Dec66 Last con
tact w/HECTDR 15!1ar67, dropped 26Jun67 

45. SAJ>ISON 5 Oct 66 He1o 8 LZ 1n Laos. Last rad1o contact 2Dec66, 
dropped :U.tar6 7. 

46 TDURBILLON 24 Dec 66 Alr 2 
BRAVO 

Re1nf for TOURBILLON Took in w1retap 
& electronic sensor devices 

47. HADLEY 

48. NANSEN 

49 [no name] 

50. GOLDFISH 

26 Jan 67 Helo 11 LZ 1n Laos Foot 1nf1l to NVN. Jun 68 
analys1s: Tm believed captured soon 
after land1ng. Used as d1vers1on s1nce 
Jun 67, told to exfll to Laos ~lar 69 
Tm rept'd they were 1n Laos aga1n 6 
ready for p1ckup, could not locate 

22 Apr 67 Helo 17 LZ 1n Laos Tm never reached NVN, 
enemy v1.c LZ, requested ex£11. See 
pg G-Ill-4-15, 67 H1story 

21 Aug 67 A1t' 

13 Sep 67 Sea 

2 Re1nf for Tm RE~tUS 

lnhl by PLOW~tAN ~hss1on 327 Agents 
had been recr ted from deta1nees on 
PARADISE. gents were to rema1n In
place 60-90 days & ehfll by sea. Never 
contacted 

51. RED DRAGON 21 Sep 67 A1r 7 W1dely d1spersed on inf1l. US Case Off 
bel1eved Tm under NVN control, VN Case 
Off bel1.eved Tm OK as result of Jun 68 
analys1.s. Rad1o contact cont1nues 1n 
Apr 69. 

52. VOl 18 Oct 67 Alr 

/ 

4 No contact ever estab after 1nf1l. 
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• 

b. r~ission. It >•as originally intended* that STRATA teams 

would be well indoctrinated in the SSPL and leave leaflets and 

posters along the trails in their operational areas However, 

in August 1968, SOG directed that ?.TRATA teams no longer be tasked 

with multiple missions on the same operation, e.g., roadwatch, 

prisoner snatch and SSPL distribution. Subsequently, STRATA 

teams were charged with only one mission per infiltration, 

principally: roadwatch, reconnaissance, or prisoner snatch. 

Distribution of SSPL material was halted as a secondary mission.•• 

c. Typical ?•Ussion. Once a STRATA team had been assigned a 

mission objective and a designated area of operat~ons, the 

selected team was alel'ted and placed in an isolation area. 
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The bornb~ng halt of 1 November 

1968 restricted any further operations 2n North Vietnam The 

final two STRATA teams to be deployed in the North were exf::.ltrated 

on 23 October. 

were turned over 

STRATA assets, 1ncl uding the l-1onkey t-lountain :::'OB, 
Stud~es 

to OP-35 (Ground I Group) for employment in the 

PRAIRIE FIRE and DANIEL BOONE/SALEM IIOUSE areas of operation (The 

operations of the STRATA teams from November until July 1969 

will be covered in the Appendices on Laos and Cambodia.) An 

evaluation by SOG of STRATA operations under OP-35 resulted in ~ 

the teams being returned to the control of OP-36 (Airborne Studies 1~ 

Group) on 1 July 1969. The principal factors prompting the 

return was the deterioration of training and morale resulting 

from reduced individual attention devoted to the teams under 

arrangement. 

2. Mission Narratives - 1967-1968. Only two teams were 

inse ed in 1967; one of which was exfiltrated. From January 

1968 until the bombing pause of 1 November, 24 STRATA teams were 

infiltrated into NVN. 

"Twenty teams were success fully exfil trated with all members, 
three teams exfiltrated minus missing members, and Team 120 has 
been missing in its entirety since 17 May. There were twelve 
meeting engagements with enemy personnel [15 STRATA agents were 
lost] .•• Nine intelligence reports were forwarded to higher 
headquarters based upon information gathered by STRATA teams . 11 4 

Narratives of all STRATA missions conducted prior to the bombing 

halt of 1 November 1968 are included below**· 

a. "STRATA III, composed of 7 VN agents was infiltrated by 
CH-3 helicopter into NVN vicinity of XE 0744 on 240715Z Sep 67. 
Team was to move to roadwatch sites along route 101, vicinity of 
XE 1254 and report real-time intelligence in STRATA Target Area 5. 
Infiltration was accomplished without incident. No enemy contact 
but because of difficult terrain, illness of two team members, and 
lack of water, team was emergency exfiltrated by CH-3 helicopter 
vicinity of XE 1048 on 281045Z Sep 67.~ 

b. " STRATA 112, composed of 10 VN agents parachute 
infiltrated into NVN vicinity WE 787854 at 221920Z Oct 67 on 
STRATA Target 1. Enroute to roadwatch site overlooking junction 

istory, M~CSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History," 
-III-4. (SACSA) 

CINCPAC Staff, "STRATA Teams", undated. 

C-b-67 
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~ 
of route 15 and 101 1 team made unexoected cc:"~tact \o.!th enenv c.:1c:. 

~ requested exfiltration~ Four eAfiltration attemots by cr-3' nel:
copters were unsuccessful. Tearr. last heard froM 7 Nov 67. 
Subsequent recon missions failea to locate tear. and on 11 Jan 6E 
STRA'I' A 112 '~as dropped from active agent rolls. 

c. " STRATA III, comnosed of 8 -Vl! agents, infiltrated by 
CH-3 helicopter into NVN vicinity XE ti52009 at 1715ti7H Nar 68, 
on STRATA Target 7. Hiss ion of team was to conduct roadl'latch 
along Route 196. Infiltrat1on r•as Hithout incident; team moved c:"":' 
the LZ and established cache site off the L2 and established a 
position at XE "54018 at 171800H. At 180700H team moved out 
toward roadwatch Site and at 1813"5H contacted two squads local 
militia. After a t>~enty minute firefight in which three enemy >~e!': 
killed or wounded the team withdrew. Prior to withdrawal team 
heard three explosions believed to be M-1~ anti-personnel mines 
previously emplaced by team. Team then established an overnight 
'safe area• and at 190700H established radio contact With FOB 
Danang. During day of 19 March team observed other enemy 
militia activity but had no further contact ~:ith enemy. Team hee.r= 
three more explosions, believed to be other T"-14 mines, from the 
direction of firefight area. At 200700H team contacted 02 FAC 
aircraft. Team made two additional contacts >~ith FAC and on 221~5:0: 
was visually located by aircraft observer. Tearn was extracted b? :::-::,. 
at 2313"5H, vicinity XE ~17016. Team round no evidence to deter~!~e 
whether or not significant infiltration traffic is passing throug:. --· 
local militia force of less than company size. No regular NVA 
activity noted. 

d, "STRATA 113, composed of 8 VN agents, infiltrated 
vicinity XE "36125, by CH-3 helicopter on 3lOB35Z Mar 6~, on STR;~~ 
Target 7A. Team established radio contact 111th FOB, Danang and 
reported its position on Ol0755Z Apr 68. No enemy contact report•~· 
Team reported on 030610Z Apr 68 that they had arrived at Base Ca-= 
location, vicinity XE "39105. No enemy contact. on " April, tea::. 
conducted reconnaissance in Base Camp area. Due to lack of enerr~· 
contact, team mission extended for five (5) days in order to pro"~=-~ 
ample time for thorough reconnaissance of Route 1961. On 5 April, 
team reported completion of reconnaissance of Route 1961, no infc~
mation furnished (at this time) on results of reconnaissance. Tea~ 
exfiltrated from Vicinity XE ~17121 at 070805Z Apr 68. 

e. 11 The FAC control of the helicopter insertion of one 
STRATA team (11~) and the extraction of another STRATA team (113) 
on the same mission is proving to be a sound method for control 
of helicopters flying through hostile areas and for locating 
LZ's. 

f. "STRATA 114, composed of 8 VN agents, infiltrated on 
STRATA Target 7B, vicinity XD 48"985 at 0707~7Z April 1968, 
Team contacted FOB, Danang by voice and CW at 0710~5Z April 
and on 080710Z April and reported its position vicinity XD "7"98~. 
Team moving toward Route 196, vicinity XD "599. Team contacted 
FOB, Danang by radio (CI·!) on 090015Z April, no enemy contact. 
At 090B30Z April, team contacted six enemy armed with AK 47 
rifles. No friendly casualties, enemy-casualties unknown. Tea~ 
instructed to move south to Route 196, vicinity XD 4"97. ll013DZ 
April, team contacted FOB, Team located vicinity XD 466992. 
FOB directed team to move south to XD ~696. c:1 radio contacts 
at 120100Z and l20335Z April. Team located XD 458792 Team 
instructed to cross Route 196, vicinity XD "496, to take pictures, 
emplace mines, and leave leaflets. On 13 April team emplaced r·-1-
rnines, left SSPL leaflets and flag vicinity XD 459983 (suspected 
enemy checkpoint). One hour later team he~rd explosions from the 
direction of the emplaced mines. Team exfiltrated by CH-3 from 
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vicinity XD ~32982 at 1509202 Apr1l, Durin£ eAfiltrat1on ho~sts 
with JUngle penetrators v.ere used for pickur::. 'Ia friendly 
casuall:;ies and unknovm enemy casualt~es. Excellent PRC 71.!. voice 
and C1l communications establ1shed and waintained throughout 
the ooeration. Failure of enem~r to pursue team after contact on 
9 Ppril indicates that enemy troops are local Wc1it1a or have 
specific location, such as way stat~or., to goard 

g. 11 STRATA 122, co;-:oosed of lJ VJJ agents, infiltrated on 
STRPTA Target 2, vicirity YE 363215 at 1505232 l'ay 1968. Radio 
contact establ1shed, team leader reported all menbers well and no 
problems encountered on infiltratlon. On 16 ~ay, team reported 1ts 
locat1on as XE 354215, stated that upon comoleticn of the infiltrat!cP 
team moved on azimuth of 265 degrees through rugged terrain, 
observed many trails l1'1 th footprints and traces with direction of 
travel toward 200 degrees. Team >ocated vicinity XE 35~215 and 
reported hearing the fir1ng of heavy >reapons (at 1523002 May) 
from an area west of its position (XE 354215). Team plans to remain 
at XE 35~215 and conduct reconnaissance of area. On 17 May, tea~ 
located XE 35221~ and still encountering high rocky terrain. One 
team member reported ill at 1612302 May and as a result, team >rill 
remain temporarily at XE 35221~. Team observed jet aircraft strike 
to its Vi est at 1609202 l~ay and another airs trike to the North. llo 
secondary explosions. Negative enemy contact. On 1B0140Z ''ay, 
team reported its location vicinity XE 35621~. One team member 
reported 111, FOB provided medical treatment advise via radio. 
Team will move to 12, vicinity XE 337216 for planned extraction 
on 21 May. On 19 May, team visually sighted at XE 356218 by 
STRATA FAC observer. Team scheduled for extraction 21 May. On 
20 May, team still located vicinity XE 356218. Team extracted 
vicinity XE 3521 at 2205202 May. Debriefing at FOB, Danang underway. 

11 Since one member of the team became ill (later illness was 
diagnosed as severe kidney infection the team determined they could 
not continue mission (rugged terrain coupled with team member's 
illness) on 17 May and team requested /exfiltration7 on 22 !lay. Fro:-
17 May until extraction on 22 May the ~earn performed only those 
activities connected with their security, survival, and exfiltration 
Extraction was accomplished by CH-3, using hoist and jungle 
penetrator. 

11 No enemy contact, no friendly casualties. 

"Since the team did not reach its objective (Route 137) no 
roadwatch information \'las pr-ovided. Some usable information was 
reported concerning terrain, flora, and fauna which possibly could 
be use~ul survival/evasion/escape information for future operations in 
the area. 

h. "STRATA 111, composed of 7 VN agents, infiltrated on STRATA 
Target 7C, vicinity XE q4o4 at 1q05qqz May 68. On 15 May team 
reported its location as XE~40036. Negative contact with enemy, Oc 
16 May 68, team reported its location as XEq3Bl05, no contact >1l.th 
enemy, and team moving on azimuth of 145 degrees. On 17 May, tea~ 
located at XE ~~9098. Team reported hearing rifle fire at 1610152 
!lay at 1,000 meters and 90 degrees fromXE 4~200B and dogs barking 
and rifle fire approximately 1,000 meters away on an azimuth of 
10 degrees from XE 4q200B. Negative enemy contact. Team located 
at XD 452095 at radio contact 1802~52 !lay. Team proceeding on 
heading of 1~5 degrees toward Route 196. As of 20 May, teaM still 
in vicinity XD 452095, >rill proceed to roadwatch site. 21 l·'ay, 
radio conta t continues; team moving on azimuth of 1~5 degrees 
toward r dwatch site, On 23 May contact by air to ground voice 
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" 
and FOB to team by Cr' radio. As of 2~0,3052 ~·ay team located 
at XD491936, >•ill move to road\latch Eite at XD 444977 On 25001CZ 
nay. team 'rogered' for team traffic and continued to move to•tard 
l"'oaduatch .s~te. Last contact 2'70lb5Z r~ay J ertractior planned for 
28 l·lay. Team extracted from I!VII, ncimty XD518926 at 2904452 'lay 
68. Debnehng under>Jay at FOB, Danar.o; on 30 !<.a) 68. Debriefing 
completed 31 May 1968. 

i. "STRATA 120, composed of 6 VN agents, lnfiltrate<l on STRATA 
Target 70, vicinity XE 5206 at 1405332 May 1968. Rad>o coPtact 
with FOB established at 1509002 1'ay. Team direoted to provide 
situation and location report. On 16 May team reported location as 
XE 527080 and no enemy contact. Team located at XE 53606~ at 
radio contact 170910Z r~ay and reported experiencing difficulty ln 
movement because or rocky terrain. Team moving east toward target 
area overlooking SONG LONG DAI river and LANG MO village. Team 
last heard from on 170910Z May, vlclnlty XE 536064. Team supposedly 
split into three two man reconnaissance elenents to conduct river 
watch. Co~unications should be re-established by 21 May, if not, 
planned overflight will be conducted 22 May, with observation aircraft 
using FM radio for air to ground contact. On 22 May negative contact 
with FOB Danang, ABCCC aircraft or 0-2 observer, search continues 
on 22 ~lay. No contact on 23 May, all emergency search and contact 
procedures new in et'f'ec:.t.. No contact on 211 Nay. Emergency contact 
proce<lures st:!ll in effect 25 and 26 May, negative contact. Team 
last reported 1709102 May. Emersency contact procedures 
ineluoed· Danang FOB single sideband, CW and voice radio broad-
casts on scheduled and unscheduled basis~ ABCCC aircraft trans
missions hourly; blind b~oadcasts over SSPL transmitter; 0-2 
and A-1 aircraft overflights using F~l radio and search for vi•ual 
signals. Team is presumed missing. 0-2 aircraft overflights will 
continue to look ror team on a periodic bas1s. 

j. "STRATA 113 (8 VN) infiltrated vicinity XE 2631, on STRATA 
Target 2A, on 22042~Z May 68. Mission is to conduct roadwatch on 
Route 137. Negative contact with FOB as of 2405002 May. As of 
2600302 May negative contact with FOB. 0-2 aircraft overflight 
scheduled for 26 May. Air to ground contact established 26D530Z May 
via 0-2 aircraft. Team located at XE280318, reports difficulty with 
PRC 7 4 radio. 0-2 observation aircraft flight planned for 25 May; 
STRATA observer will transmit instructions to team via FM radio. 
Team contacted by 0-2 observer aircraft <'9 Hay, victn1 ty XE 
282326. Resupply will be attempted 30 May. Resupply mission 
cancelled 30 & 31 May due to weather. Team last heard by 0-2 
observe~ a~rcraft 29 May, vicinity XE 28232E. Team contacted by 
0-2 aircraft on FM radio at 020330Z June. Team reported Base 
camp located at XE 268325 and road,.atch site at lCE 310326. On 
2 June team received two (2) resupply bundles in free-fall drop from 
0-2 aircraft. Team reports negative enemy contact and all team 
members safe. Team sched~led for extraction 5 June. Team 
visually sighted by 0-2 aircraft observer Oq0510Z Jun at extraction 
LZ vic1nity XE 279335, scheduled for extraction 7 June. Team 
extracted from vicinity 279335 at 070328Z June 1968. 

k. "STRATA lH (7 VN) infilt~ated vicinity XD 569869, on STRATA 
Target #13, at 060~152 Jun 68. ~lissio>ris roadwatch of Route 1036 
(vicinity XO 6388~8). Contact With team as of 070715Z Jun. Team 
located at XD 596865 as of 090730Z JUII, negative enemy contact. 
On 10 JUN team located vicinity XD 628855; team reported hea~>ng 
bombers and r1fle fire 091D5DZ JUN vicinity YD 623876 ans X~630733. 
Team reported l0103DZ JUN vicinity XD 631865. At l00830Z JUN 
team reported hearing many bombs anprox1mately 300 meters from 
their po ion between l00800Z - 1006302 JUU. A 'no bomb line' 
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coordinates XD 620840, XD 650840, XD 6~870 2no Y.D 620670 h~s 
been establis:Je~ 1n their area effective 1102252 JU~.. Tea- renOJ .. teo 
rr.any trucks i!"' 2..!"ea moving south on 1115002 JUN P n.e\t 'nc ooj-,b l~r.e' 
estaolished y;:; 086, XD 6283, and XD 65e4, effective 120300Z ::m. 
Pt 121300Z :r;:: team renorted (from v1cinit:' XD 634835) a true)' oark/ 
Motor oool in a~ea XD 6378~5. Te~w reucrted truck conveys (of 
30 vehicles e=.oc) noving on road between 13302 and 2100Z hcurs . 
Trucks appearec to De heavily loaded military trucks Air st~ikes 
in area have r:~ hit road. At l21315Z JUN team reoorted Chat team 
leaaert Ass't team leader, and one (1) ~adio operator had not returnen 
rrom reconnaiE~'2P1Ce. Team contacted FOB 11402002 JUN fl"orn 
vicinity XD 61L:55 and reported that the three missing tean members 
apparently co~tac•ed enemy dur~ng morning hours of 12 JUN. Srrall 
a:rrns fire ana g!'"enade explosions were heard at base camp by the other 
four team me~be~s. No contact with three (3) missing members. 
Team (-) locate1 by STRATA observer in 0-2 aircraft at XD 60886B on 
1~0550Z JUN. ~~am moving west to extraction LZ. On 15 JUN team 
(-) contacted ''!clnity XD 613866 by aerial observer; team continuing 
to move to LZ, ~o enemy contact reported. Team (-) contacted FOB 
Danang at l60330Z and l60700Z and reported location as XD 597865. 
Team (-), four indigenous members extracted vicinity XD 597865 
at lBOBlBZ JUN. 

1. "STRAT~ 1!5. (7 CAM!l) infiltrated vicinity WE 629911, in 
STRATA Tarset ,roa #11, at 190535Z June. Mission is roadwatch 
trail activity •!l.cinity WE 715900. Negative radio contact as of 
210550Z June. :eam visually sighted at 2205302 June at WE666906. 
Team contacted 0-2 airc:raft on FM radio and sent coded messag~ to 
STRATA air obser·1er. Team contacted by radio 24 June at WE700920; re
supply schedule~ for 2509002 June. Resupplied 26 June. Enemy 
contact 27 June vic ~IE 711925. No friendly casualties; one enemy 
KIA and two \:It. Team position compromised, exfiltrated 290719Z 
June •68. The exfiltration CH-3 received three hits from small 
arms approxi~ately 1 KM from LZ; no casualties. 

m. "STRATA :!.:!.1. (7 VN) infiltrated vicinity XD 557921, in STRATA 
Target Area 13.,, at 200531Z June. Mission 1s road,atch or Route 
1036. At 21023:z June, team reported its location at XD 568912, 
negative enery ~ontact, team moving toward roadwatch posltion on 
Route 1036. Tea~ visually located at XD 557921 when contacted 22003DZ 
June; negative e~emy contact. Team contacted by radio 2ijQlij5Z June, 
location XD 629o9~; negative enemy contact. Enemy contact 24 June 
vic Y.D 642893; :aid mines and withdrew. Mines exploded shortly after 
withdrawal. Te~~ safe vic XD 598890. Team reported safe 27 June, 
moving to>~ard resuuply DZ vic XD 586894. Second enemy contact 
300925Z June vic XD 572902. One friendly WIA, estimate 3 enemy WIA 
(possibly DIAl. Exfiltrated 3007112 June •68 vic XD 568893. 
Circumstances •~~rounding the wounding of one team member and 
inconsistencies noticed during debrief1ng have lead to the confinement 
of the team me-oers during investigation by a SVN security agency a~d 
their removal frcn the STRATA Program. 

n. "STI!ITA 117 {7 CA!>ffi) infiltrated into IIV« vicinity XD 440932, 
on STRATA Target •7E at 270538Z June. Mission was to observe, 
report, and record amount and identity_of all traffic utilizing Rte 
196. Radio co~:aot was established with FOB Danang and at 290600Z 
team reported 1~; location as XD 472948; no enemy contact. On 30 
June team reoo~~ed its location as XD ~64955, no enemy contact. 
On 2 July, tea~ established roadwateh site at XD 439780; nothing 
significant re~crted, On 3/4 July, from a roadwatch site at XD 
389750, team re~c~ted 'no enemy traffic of any description observed'. 
Te~~ actually pa~rolled road and saw no evidence of recent use. 

r:: C-b-71 Annex B to 
Anoendix C 

( 



MORI DociD· 570370 

---·· --
~ 

TOP SE / 

On 5 July, team reported from vicinity 'XD ~35002; no enemy 
contact, Team exf~ltrated from V>cinity XD q35002 at 060736Z 
July. Upon completion of debriefing it ••as decided that the 
portion of Rte. 196, designated as STRATA Target 7E, is no longer 
considered a lucrative target for STRATA operations. 

o, "STRATA 118 (7 VN) infiltrated into NVN vicinity XE 297376 
in STRATA Target #2B, at D70931Z JUL 68; no enemy contact. Missior 
roadwatch on Rte 137. At 100230Z Jul, team contacted FOB Danang 
and reported no enemy contact. At 1006152 JUL, team reported to 
STRATA aerial observer that they had made contact anj were pursued 
by enemy troops; reported all team members safe. Team emplaced 
M-1~ mines in area and withdrew to vicinity XE 295370. Team 
directed to move to vicinity XE 28q351 for extraction. At 110230Z 
JUL, team reported all members safe and located at XE 305370. On 
12/13 JUL, team continued to evade ene.ny enroute to extraction 
site located vicinity XE 28q351. Team extracted from Vicinity 
XE 292366 at l40B25Z JUL 68. Team did not accomplish its surveil-
lance mission of Rte 137. Roadwatch mission against Rte 137 reschec-:;: 
ror on or about 30 JUL 68. 

p. "STRATA 94 (7 VN) infiltrated into NVN, vicinity XD 59~82q, or 
STRATA target Hl3B, at 1306522 JUL 68. Mission· roadwatch Rte 
1036 (Bat Lak Road), 15 July radio contact established; team 
reported being pursued by enemy, no casualties, At 1610~02 JUL, 
team reported its location as XD 612827. On 21 JUL, team reported 
that it had established base camp at XD 618825; three team members 
conducted reconnaissance for roadwatch site. Base camp team 
members reported hearing small arms and explosion from direction of 
three recon members. Last contact 210855Z JUL. On 23 JUL team 
reported that the three recan members rejoined remainder of team 
at base camp; no friendly casualties. Recon element reported (1) 
that 1 t was unable to reach proposed roadwatch site because of enem~· 
security in area; (2) identified two other enemy-used trails 
and (3) distributed SSPL materials and took photos of area in 
vicinity of Rte 136. Team located vicinity XD 61q833 on 2~ Jul. 
On 26 JUL team located vicinity XD 59~823; extraction scheduled 
for 28 JUL. Team extracted from vicinity XD 59~823 at 2807q2z JUL c:. 
Team failed to accomplish primary mission of roadwatch on Rte 
1036. Secondary mission of distribution of SSPL material 
accomplished. During debriefing, interrogation response variance 
among team members resulted in the credibility of the team becoming 
questionable. Further interrogation, evaluation and remedial 
training underway. 

q, "STRATA 93 (7 VN) infiltrated into NVN, vicinity XE 202458, 
on STRATA target #~, at 150645Z JUL 68. Mission: roadwatch on 
Rte 101. Located vicinity XE 196467 at 1510052 JUL; reported terrair 
conditions difficult. At 160745Z team reported its location vic1n1t: 
XE 198~88; one team member sustained leg injury in fall from steep 
Cliff. On 21 JUL, team moved to vicinity XE 19q476; because of 
injured team member and rough terrain team scheduled for extraction 
on or about 23 JUL, On 17 JUL, team reported a water shortage and 
requested, thru STRATA aerial observer, directions to nearest 
water. Team was informed that water a~ilable at XE 193~67. 
Team failed to locate water. On 18 and 20 Jul aerial resupply of 
water attempted; in both instances resupply unsuccessful as water 
containers were broken upon impact, Team then directed to move to 
extraction site vicinity XE 194476 and on 23 JUL, team extracted 
from vicinity XE 196q73, Team 93 failed to accomplish assigned 
mission of roadwatch on Rte 101. 
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r. "STRATA 115 (7 VN) infiltrated in'to NVII, v1cin1ty \-IE 739B91 
at 210530Z JUL 68, on STRATA 'l'e.rget #llA, 141ssion: condur~ 
reconnaissance and road>~atch on unnumbered :routes vicinity \:;; 
710923, Team located at WE 721906 at 220817Z Jul; no enemy 
contact, Team located vicinity WE 729911 as of 2~0700Z Jul 68, 
no enemy contact. Team located vi-cinity liE 726912 on 25 Jul, 
no enemy contact. On 26 Ju1, team located vicinity liE 722917, no enerr:• 
contact. Team located v1c1n1ty HE 71~920 on 27 Jul; resupply 
scheduled for 1 Aug. Team visually sighted by STRATA aerial 
observer on 31 Jul in vicinity HE 691911; air to g~ound radio contact 
established. On 1 Aug, Al~o resupply aborted when team reported OZ 
insecu~e; tEam directed to move to vicinity ~ffi 740890. Last 
reported location WE 691912 as of 1 Aug. On 4 Aug team reported 
location vicinity WE 715892; visual and radio contact established 
with PAC aircraft on 6 Aug 68. Extraction planned for 9 Aug. 
Last reported location was WE 7~?891 as of 8 Aug. Team believed 
to have had contact with enemy forces 7-9 Aug Vicinity WE 738891. 
Aerial search for team underway 9 Aug. Adverse weather 9 thru ll Aug 
affected visual search. Aerial observer believed he sighted team 
vicinity WE 740880 on 12 Aug; observe~ received beeper signal on 
URC 10 radio and o~served panel atop a 60 ft. tree. Adverse 
weather in area on 12/13 Aug; extraction planned for 14 Aug. 
Three (3) team members extracted from vicinity WE 696825 at 
l40732Z Aug 68; search will be conducted for four (4} missing 
members. 

"Highlishts from debrief of team 115: Te<Un observed move!'lent~ of 
15 enemy groups (20-30 men each} on 061030Z Aug; team was located 
WE 742890 nnd enemy troops were moving along stream bed from NE to S\1, 
At 070330~ Aug, an enemy platoon moved into team base camp vicinity 
WE 742890. Ten minutes firefight resulted in one team member \HA 
and left behind. Three other missing team members last seen 
during firefignt, P~ior to evacuation surviving team memb~rs 
distributed SSPL material vicinity WE 711923. Team accompllshed 
primary rn1ssi on 1n locating terminus unnumbered four meter ~:ide 
road (previously reported 8 Jul 68} at Vicinity VIE 711924. Secondary 
mission of locating truck park vicinity WE 728913 also 
accomplishe~ (area was located but no evidence of personnel or 
vehicle activity}, Additional mission of distribution SSPL material 
was also accomplished at WE 711923. E and E techniques used by 
tbe three survivors proved sound, E and E route provided sufficient 
food and water. From all indications the three missing team 
membel'S are still evading; aerial search efforts will be continued. 

II, "STRATA Team 119 (6 VII} infiltrated in NVN, Vicinity XD 575921 
at 290558Z Ju1 68, on STRATA Target #13C. Mission· :roadwatch on 
route 1036 fr~m vicinity XD 6609~5. On 31 July, team located 
vicinity XD 604924; team reported hut and watch tower vicinity XD 
59572~, no enemy contact. As or 1 Aug, team located vicinity 
XD 614397; no enemy contact. Team located vicinity XD 627934 on 
2 Aug; negative enemy contact. Team located vicinity XD 637937 
as of 4 Aug; no enemy contact. On 6 Aug, team report~d observing 
3 anti-aircraft guns fired from vicinity XD 676944 and enemy 
security force in vicinity XD 680950; tesm located vicinity XD 
666194. On 7 Aug team reported observtng two cars/car~s vicinity 
XO 566846. On B Aug team reported sound of estimated enemy 
platoon firing AK weapons and reported hearing the firing of two 
rounds of artillery. Team located Vicinity XO 653945 on 9 Au~. 
Team moved toward extraction site vicinity XO 590920; extraction 
planned for 13 Aug. On 10 Aug, team reported enemy search oarty in 
area; extraction planned for 13 Aug. vicinity XD 590920. On 12 
Aug, team located vicinity XD 602921. Team reported two members 
separated from the rest of team (cause unknown}; because of aoversD 
weather in area extraction scheduled for 14 Aug. Four (4) team 
members extracted from vicinity XD 58~926 at l40908Z Aug 68; 
search will be conducted for two (2) missing members. 

/ 
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11 Highlights from init:!.al debrief surviving members of tea., ll;: 
Tea~ leader and scout aeoa~ted on recontat 100060Z Aug fro~ v!c_-:-

' XD 62837. TeaM (-) hearc ;,eo vo1ces at 100700Z Aug i:'l vicinitv :'" 
caMp; team (-) evaded, thus became separated from other tuo (:'ec:-
party) members. While evading teaM observed ner1 trails ~n area, :·: 
trucks Vicinity XD 688Q1~, two new roads suspectea to be b~-oass 
routes for Rte 1036, and observed many \'Dod-cutters clearlnb a:r-e::.. 
:'earn emplaced I'-14 mines v1c1n1ty "XD 657944 and distr!.buted SS?: 
naterial vicinity XD 659940. Team took photos throughout area :~ 
vicinity of XD 575924, XD 585919, XD 590923 and XD635935. Othe!' 
pictures taken but film in possession of team leader who is I~IA. 

t. "STRATA Team 116 (7VN) infiltrated into NVN, vicinity XD 
585845 at 050810Z Aug 68 on STRATA Target #13D. Mission caotu~e 
nvA prisoner and place r ... l~ mines on routes of military traffic. 
llo radio contact on 6(7 Aug. Team located vicinity XD 625844 as co 
8 Aug. On 10 Aug, team located vicinity XD 651837. Team locatec 
vicinity XD 6348~5 on 11 ~ug. Extraction scheduled for 15 Aug; 
last radio contact 11 Aug 68. Team located XD 592327 on 15 Aug; 
extraction planned for 16 Aug. Team extracted for vicinity 
XD 592828 at 160709Z Aug 68. 

"Team had no visual or physical enemy contacts. Prior to 
extraction team located and investigated deserted 11 settlement 11

• 

Area contained several supply; personnel and comma bunkers, and 
several buildings. Settlement appeared to have been recently 
used, team booby-trapped comma bunkers with claymore mines. 
Team did not accomplish primary mission of capturing a prisoner 
nor were they able to observe Rte 1036. This was team 116 1 s first 
mdssion; reporting on settlement area/camp site was thorough 
and complete to include photos and sketch. 

u. "STRATA Team 118 (6 VN) infiltrated into NVN, vicinity XE 
26~313 at 0605~4Z Aug 68 on STRATA Target #2C. Mission: road»ato:_ 
on Route 137 from vicinity XE 330180. As of 8 Aug, team located 
vicinity XE 268306, On 11 Aug, team located vicinity XE 281307 
and reported being chased by enemy, Team located vicinity XE 
287307 as of 14 Aug. On 15 Aug team located XE 293304 and reporteo 
enemy (unknmm size) in area. On 17 Aug team reported they had 
observed an estimated enery Bn. moving NE to SW at XE 298304; te~ 
located vicinity XE 291301. Team visually sighted, at XE 26331~ 
at 200700Z Aug by STRATA aerial observer, voice contact establis~~= 
at same time. Team extracted from vicinity XE 26414 at 2l0641Z 
Aug 68. 

"Debriefing highlights Team reported visual and/or physical 
contacts with enemy personnel on 15, 16, 17 and 18 Aug. On 15 
Aug three team members on recon observed NVA soldiers fleeing frc~ 
airstrikes vicinity XE 313321 to XE 296296; airstrikes lasted se"e::'"-l 
hours with sorties of two jets striking approximately every twent: 
minutes. About 30 NVA soldiers (carrying four wounded) moved to• ~-o 
recon site on morning of 16 Aug, enemy dressed in black uniforms, 
armed with AK-47's, BAR's and mortars. Recon element was seen b: 
enemy and then recon element withdrew. 

"At 161130Z Aug the team members went out to observe Rte. 137; 
located an enemy base car9 vicinity XE ~97302. Four enemy soldie::o• 
aooroached team, fired on team and team Withdrew from vicinity 
XE 293301. Enemy searched for team members throughout the night. 

"On 18 Aug \•rhile three team members were taking photos vicinit:· 
XE 306313 a company of enemy appeared; team withdrew after short 
f1re-fight (unknown number enemy casualties, no friendly casualt~e~:, 
team emplaced f.l-14 mines along route of withdrawal. 

7~ C-b-74 Annex B to 
Appendix C 



MORI DociD· 570370 

"During the period 172300Z - 180050Z. Aug team observed body 
of troops (270 by count, more not counted) moving SW, vicinitv 
XE 29829,, on trail parallel toRte, 137. Troops were dressed 1n 
black un~forms, carried machine guns, AK-47' s, 50 cal f•1G, mortars, 
and larger unidentified weapons. 

"Te W'l .:as not able to observe P.te. 137; observed several usable 
trails paralleling Rte. 137. SSPL material was placed at XE 
306313, photos taken throughout area; f'o1-lli anti-personnel Mines 
emplacea vicinity XE 306313 and XE 300310. Team reported that 
enemy voices heard spoke with South Vietnamese accents. 

v. "STRATA Team 9~ (7 VN) infiltrated into NVN, vicinity XD 
568868 at 140915Z Aug 68 on STRATA Target #13E. ~lission 
Road~<atch Rte. 1036. Team located XD 563859 on 15 Aug. On 
16 Aug team located XD 556862, reported contact with enemy 
platoon at XD 581781 on 140830Z Aug. Team extracted from vicinity 
XD 565860 at 180805Z Aug 68. 

"Debriefing highlights: On 14 Aug, four ( ~) NVA soldiers armed 
with AK-~7's entered team base camp; during a three minute verbal 
exchange NVA soldiers urged STRATA team personnel to surrender. 
Team opened fire and killed all four enemy personnel. Team then 
withdrel< from base camp after receiving approximately 500 rounds 
of small arms fire from estimated enemy platoon. During with
drawal team emplaced thirteen (13) M-l~ anti-personnel mines along 
withdra;.:al route; no SSPL material distributed. 

w. "STRATA Team 93 (7 VN) inf:l.1trated :l.nto NVN v:l.cinity XE 
2~7~83, on STRATA Target #~A, at 3l0806Z AUG, Mission: Roadwatch 
Route 101, No radio contact on 1 SEP, On 2 SEP, team reported 
enemy activity vicinity XE 252~95. On 3 SEP, team reported 
negative enemy contact; established roadwatch site vicinity XE 
2~9512. ~t 061~20Z SEP, team reported hearing artillery fire to 
North of roadwatch site; team was unable to contact ABCCC aircrart 
on 6 SE?. Team reported following information on 7 SEP; from 
roadwatch site at 249512. Team observed 16 covered transport trucks 
moving E to W at 031200Z SEP. Trucks moved approximately 30 KM 
PH and traveled ten minutes apart. Team further reported that 
one infantry squad patrols Route 101 eacQ.day. Team also reported 
one bo~b strike on Rt. 101 near roadwatch site. On 8 SEP, team with
drew fran roadwatch site due to enemy activity in area, no enemy 
contact. On 9 SEP, team reported observing two trucks moving 
E to W at 09l2~0Z SEP; no enemy contact. Team located vicinity 
XE 238512 on 10 SEP; no enemy contact, On ll SEP, team located 
vicinity XE 263517; reported enemy patrols in area, on contact with 
enemy. On 12 SEP, team located vicinity XE 268513, no enemy 
contact. Team extracted from vicinity XE 268513 at 1~0635Z SEP. 

x. "STRATA Team 116 (8 VN) infiltrated into NVN vicinity XD 
557921, on STRATA Target #13F, at 090655Z SEP. Mission: to capture 
a prisoner. On 1~ SEP, first radio contact (voice to FOB), team 
reported location vicinity XD 595926, no enemy contact. Team 
established base camp at XD 557921; ambush site established nearby 
to attecpt to capture a prisoner. No radio contact 15/16 SEP. 
On 17 SE?, team reported termination or-ambush site; no enemy 
activity in area, and team now patrolling vicinity XD 589920 in 
erfort to locate enemy and capture prisoner. No enemy contact 
or activity through 19 SEP. Extraction on 22 SEP cancelled due 
to adverse weather; team located and visually sighted at LZ site 
vicinity XD 557923 on 21 SEP. Team extracted from vicinity XD 
557923 at 230710Z SEP. Mission of prisoner capture not acco~lished. 

C-b-75 P'lnex B to 
Appendix C 



I 

• 

MORI DociD. 570370 

y, "STRATA Team 92 ( 8 VN) infiltratep into NVN vicinity WE 
71~777, at 1505022 SEP on STR~TA Target #118. Mission. area recon
naissance. No radio contact through 17 SEP. On 18 SEP, team 
reported successful insertion, establishment of cache site at \:E 
715799, slow movement because of difficult terrain, from vicinity 
WE 711798 (on 17 SEP) heard three rounds L1:G !'ire and several 
artillery explosions approximately-one mile east of their oosition 
On 19 SEP, team reportedly on heavily used trail vicinity •,•:: 
712793. On 21 SEP, team reported having been pursued by enemy 
during night of 21 SEP. On 22 SEP, team reported its location at 
WE 72~823 and reported two enemy companies using trail in area, 
further reported having emplaced J.fll.J mines and heard subsequent 
explosions during night 21/22 SEP; no enemy contact. Team 
reported its location at WE 720860 as of 240030Z SEP. On 25 SEP 
team located WE 718860, reported negative enemy contact. Team 
located at WE 698883 on 26/27 SEP; no enemy contact. Team 
extracted from vicinity WE 713825 at 280517Z SEP. 

NOTE: Subsequent to the 1 November 1968 stand-down STRATA assets 
were retrained/reoriented for operations in the PRAIRIE 
FIRE/S LEM HOUSE areas of operation. Operations commenced 
in t PF/SH AD's in December 1968. 

3. ) Mission Summary. ~summary of all STRATA operations* 

un~ ?:.he mbing halt can be seen in Figure B-16, 

4. S) STRATA Targets. Fifteen STRATA targets were approved by 

CINO AC. Figure B-17 identifies the targets and outlines MACSOG 

justific~ in each case.• 

5~S) ~rget Locations. Figure B-18** is an abbreviated list 

of the 24 STRATA missions conduc~ed in 1968, Figure B-19** is a 

chart showing the target area of each mission conducted. (The 

two missions conducted in 1967 and not included on the chart were 

directed at target areas 5 and 1, respectively.) 

bid. 
) History, MACSOG, "Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History," 
F-III-4. ( SACSA) 
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Sl]C XD 575m 8119 6 

S13D ru6 1 5 Aus 68 

'"' sus 6 6 Alii 68 

S13! XD 56BB68 ••• 1 

1,. AUA 68 Mlodon R:>Mwateb cor Rtf' 1036, vteinitJ XD 66o<J'-5 On JO 
Au,puot, UCJO le.:Lder ond ICO'Ut rtOvr.S out 01'1 rc-eon oat~n1on; 
1hort}J' arter1 ene-.:r roree _.,~d. tnt..o base t••P .,.rtD. ond 
reiiiLin.Ser or tcM CVIIdcd • .Aecon pu-tJ ""'"C'T nJelnPd too~ 
While ev3d1n,g u.in bo4y or en~ t,roapa, teA• obr~erved ncv 
tnU• ib .rc:n~ tva ~ruek~:, rldnity XD 68893''• tuo nev 
roM1 11u..peeted aa bet~ ~-l'ILIIS rtN.tt-1 fOr Rt.e 103G, rmd 
obae~d ~ 1100dcuttf'r1 ele!Lt"lr!j!; 11.rea. Tel\ll t"~lnccd lol·ll. 
aJnn, Y.1etn!ty XD 659'}li0 IIJid took photo or a.rr31 vtelrrlty 
XD 575921,., XD 585919, XD 590923 a,nd XD 6)~935 Search "ill 
'be ean.Suctrd. tor tvo •1•81ns llf'!llbl'rs 

16 AQS 68 H111iont captu:re lfVA Fhoner and pl•cc M'-11,. llne1 on routf'" 
or w.llltar,. trartic. Te-am lla4 no rl1ual or ph;y~:tco1 ent'IQ' 
eont.act I.oocat.ed deaertc4 oe-ne!Q' 11te eontaJn1ng Dt'Jierlll 
11-'1 :pc710illlel1 CCIIIIO btmker1 llld IC~&l buJl!llogl, 'l'cllii:I 
bootJJ-tNppe4 ~ bWiker vtth clJIYIII:Ire 11ine1. 'l'eu did not 
accollpliah prliO.I"J ahdon 

2l Aua 68 Million ~trb of Rte 137 En~ contnct 011o 16 Auguot, 
.rter •hart !1ref1ght vtth raur ent'IIJ', t.eolll "ithd:rev On 18 
A~tJ \lb.tle t~ee tea ~~ .,.en -photoe:raphh\8 area, 11 
~ ot eoti!O' apPeared, after 1ho:-t !!refight, tnm v1th
dft'll' IUld ~aced N-liJ aine• al~ route or vi t.hd..ro.,lll 
Durlq night of 17-18 Augu1t 1 teo.m obaerved CC~~~poey or enemy 
(ZfO 'Qy cwn\) a;wifl,! SE 1 rtc1.n1ty D. 2Stl'941 on tr111l pBr· 
allel Rte 137, '!'roop1 .,.ere drc11aed 1D bl.tlck llld carried "Ca, 
M-IlT•, .::~rt&n 1 and J..rser, un1dent1f'1ed vupona Do.le to 
hee.v ene~Q" act1Y1t:r in area, te1111 not. able to o::o rduo:t ~a.d
vatcb Of\ Rte 137J ob•ervr-d :lle'Jiera1 unuanble tro111 p~~rnllel· 
ina Rte 137 

18 Aas 68 Mha1on• lbldVBtcb oL Rte 1036 On lie. A~ua:t, !0'.0' KVA. 
10ld.1era u.:d vith AJC.Ia7•1 enter~ be.a.e tPp, duri1113: a 
th.rec-.t"ute TC:rbal ezchange, NVA personnel W"Bed ST!tATA team 
to tu:rrendcr. 're1111 t11en of'!r'ncd nrr e:nd killed all rour 
~ lJel"'lOnl'ltl. ~1111. theo v1 thilr'CV !TO& biiiFtl 1C1L1KP atter 
reeeirl~ heovy ..U ar .. tire fTOIII t"lti!llllted ene"if plotoon 
~1111 Vithdrrrwal, te1111 f!IIPlal!ed ll M-lla ~ ~in•o o1oi'IO!; v1th-
drallal route Roactwatch e.!aaion not aecC~~J~l1 ched 
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lit 8ep 68 M1 .. ior:u Jlr:advat.ch ot H'te 101 On 3 Beptcaber fro. roo.d~ 
'II'Qtch 11ite eatablhhed, :B :2"9512, te .. r~rted. ob1er-•tne: 
16 tFucka 110rlq~: I to 11, 30 Ja.I!b tra:wl:l.ing 10 ~r~inutea 1\Pft.Tt, 
al.IO reporte-d en~ IQ.\.ID.d pe.trole 01:1 Rte 101 0#11)' On 6 
Septellber, tea. vithdrev froa: I'OIS4vatch lite due to encey 
ad:.iY.!tJ 111 area. On 9 Scptalbcr, tn• reported bo truch 
110rl"' I to V on Rta 101. !eM further rrported on enewy 
lJatrob throua;hout ~11; no conLIIct vith ene!Q' Tc1111 
extracted tn.. Y1cin1ty U: 268513 at 1"o6351 Sep lfo report 
on tactiea.l fKct10D. or e:Jt~lo1t.nt.1oa or tarvl!'tll rcportl!'d br ·-23 Sep 68 M11111on• Cll.pture or prtam~rr On lb Sept.r~bcr, Sllbunh dtr 
eot.o.bHahed yfeJnity :rD 5,1921. On 17 Septe11bcr1 tcMI tf'rd 
cated. e=buah becau .. ot DOG~ oct.1Y1t7 in illl'Cil• Fro~~ IT· 
22 Stptmbert teu tatroUed area in atteiiJit to locate enc~. 
Ro ent'Q' cc:atact or aclirit,' reported:. Teu ~rt.J'11.ctcd fr0111 
vtc1n1t,' ID 557923 at 230'fl.O:Z. Sep Mt.don or pr1noner 
e.ptun! r:~ot accoapliahed.. 

26 Bep 68 Niellon Area rccOMallla~eoe. Tt!M ect.al>Uabed C/'lche ott•, 
Y1dn1ty \1!: 11579'); rc:por-tc:cS llCIII 1110\'ft'ent. beeeuoe or d1tf1-
eult terrl'lio On 19 sPpte11ber, rrportc:d loeaUoa, v1e1Pl1t:]' 
WE 112r93 at heaY.I.]J' \Uied trail. On 21 Cepte~bcr, tc:'Ull 
aUCC:C:IIIt'ullJ C:'laded en-1 patrol On 7.? Sepl'CI"'Ibrr, t.'l:tll;l 
:r'l:ported tw C:nctQ' ec-p~~nte• u•lne trail in uc:n., tc:M e~
plJieed M-14 Al' 1Uc.e1 011 tru.il IIJ'.Id. heud. aub•c:quent explo
liCiliJ no entll!1 I:"Dntaet, '!eu eztnu:~ted I'Z'OII v1e1nit," liE 
1131l25 et al05ln aep. 

~ Oet 68 Mil!a1on~ Jbe411atch ot !Ito ~7· Roedl.(ll.tc:h aite eotabl111h"'d 
at D 2'95192 oa 10 Cetoberl pidure11 taken or RU 1n r!"'Oto 
Yt.dftit, n 26~191 ton '29'9123. R-....,. fos, and :rr.1n pn· 
'W!nted. obl!eTn~t.10!1 dw-ln& period. ll-14 October. Kcw roa.d
vateh ail:.e eab.blhhec! on 15 Oeta'ber, vielnit:y YX ~5lll5, 
110re p1etun:l taken ot Rte l3T t"ron :0:: 219116 to X! ro4191. 
llesatht! et~eiO' eo11taet. or a.ightillf:l 

lor<fll'll. fl Lo 
App< u>IJ x r 

~ 
H 

tJ 
0 
() 
H 
tJ 

l1l __, 
0 
w __, 
0 



br\et 
tlr11gi'LIItton Strenetn lntiltratcd h1"1ltrat~ 

:rrr suB 7 6 Oet G8 21:1 Oct 68 

CCiillllll!nta 

ML!Ia~Oll Reco"nalsennee or Lo1101: lnJ R:lver f"t)r •n-Y rlv .. r 
trrartle. llr,.llti'le enurr <:onl:to.c:l tht"'O..ph \S n<tclrr l'uhc-rpr 
veather 1n OPAJlf'.A arteet~ ro.cUo eo'IIIIUn1C:D.t1on nnd. Y.!Gul11 
obaC'rwat1on on 16 Oc:t.ober, tc:M d1reet,.d to move to o!ll· 
trnUcn LZ. ftol' rn:lTCC:l1o" on ll October Due to ll!l•c:r~e 
veatlrer, extrnetlon not ncro ... pl1"hed UntH ?3 Oc~ob<'r• Onrln1 
1n1t1111l dc:br!er, te-11111 reported tlrnt d•..TirtJ!: 11evrrnl rnrlio 
tnu~!lld:~aSOIIa1 another at.atlon kf'pt eordng on 11!r ;pell.l-lnr 
C'n1.ne&e Tto1a w:r.l.11ent1f1c4 ~tl!.t1or &ttcmJ1tt'd to ,ln~~>' t\.ll.,. 

tnanr;,l::ullon Tf'lllll reported t.hc. SO"S Lo~ IJ~1 w~ at rJood 
atar.e 11nd. not Ulled ror tranerortntll'ln. 
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FI<:URE B-1~ 
STRATA TAR:lE.'l'S ~ 

Target~ 

MORI DociD: 570370 

Target justification: Tile target is located vicinity liE 8579 at the 
jWJ.ction of NVN Nationnl Rte 25 and 101. This is a 111a.jor fork in the in .. 
filtration routes lending from NV!l into :Laoo snd SV!l. The target area is 
north of the Mu. Gia Pass and contains nUl:lerous truck park.&, stOTa.ge Bnd 
staging areas. SICRs D-133 12429, dated 3 l'.ay 66, and U-GAP-13500, dated 
30 !-larch 66, requested information regard::.ng enemy in!iltrat:lon, LOC and 
transportation. Additiona.l.ly, 7AF des'ires in:tormation on this target in
aSl!lllch as it is a majOr tsrget for air strikes. A STRATA temn OJ>el"'tlng 
1n Target l v1ll be able to provide a CO!llPBl"ison or traiTic density moving 
along IDe. Further, it is expected that valuable targeting data can be 
provided for air strikes. A 15-man STRATA tem:1 will in!iltrate this target 
by H-3 type helicopters and remain for approximately 15 days. 

Target -:ftl 
Target justification' Th" targ~ is located vicinity XE 3435 snd is 

situated along llVII National Rte 137. lMI llational Rt" 137 1a a major 
supplement to !IVll National Rte 15. 71J' is interested in this area. Target 
2 is considered a suitable target tor &!'RATA team b"cause of the eJ<tremezy 
difficult terrain, which attributes to th~ scarce babitSJl:Ce in the area. end 
an apparent lac!: o:f enemy :forces in the vicinity ot the tarS"t• A lO-man 
STRATA teem v1ll infiltrate this target by H-3 type helicopters and remain 
for appro:x.imately seven days. 

TB.rset tJ 
Target justification: The target is located vicinity XD 8388 and is 

situated e.long !IVll !lat:lonal Rte 103. This area is believed to be an "nemy 
rest area and storase area. Two bridges are located in the target area; 
hCNever, no truck. pe:rka have been noted. Indications a.re that NVll lla.tional. 
Rte 103 is heanzy travelled snd that trucks are parked at designated sites 
along the route. A STRATA team csn report traiTic density e.long IIVN 
Rational Rte 103 end provide valuable targeting data tor air strikes. A 
lO-man STRATA team Y1ll 1n:f1ltrate this target by H-3 type helicopters and 
%'<!main for approxlmately five days. 

!) CCJ.IUS!MCV MACSOO 2l67/2JOl47Z 1-!ey 67 ( CDiCPAC 300ll7Z Ma;y 67) 

C-'<>-77 .Annex B to 

7 Appe~ c 
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Tarset I4Y 
Target justi1'ication: The target is located vicinity XE 2350 and is 

oituated along Rte 101. It provides the principal transportat1on ll!lk 
betveen Rtea 15 and 137, both of ~hich are p~cipal road inf~ltration 
routes into Laos. SUrveillance o:f Rte 101 will proVide l.Dtelligence on the 
'VOlume and direc-tion oi' 'flmr of trat'fic. on a. princi"PBJ. interior l"CUte. In 
add1 tion, valuable target1ng data can be developed for TAF. 

Tarset '#/ 
Target justi1'icat1on: The target is located vicinity XE 1353 along Rte 

101. It is considered to be one of the most heavily used rotrtes in IIVJI. It 
provides the princi-pal. transportation link between Rtes 15 ond 137, bath ot 
11hicb are princl.pal road iuf'iltration routes into Laos. SU.rve!..llance of 
Rte 101 vill prov:>.de intell1gence on the volwe and direetion of 1'le>~ of 
trs1'1'ic on princ1pal intenor route. In addition, valual!le targeting data 
can be developed for 7AF. 

Target eY 
Target justi:rics.tion: The target is located vicinity XB 3841 and is 

situated along liVll llatiolllll Rte 137. DIA intelligence bulletin lists Rte 
J.37 as one ot the moat heavily traveled routes in NVN, and is a major 
vehicle concentration area.. It is the second major 1nl1md 1nrlltra:t.1on 
route ror supplies to Laos and RY!I. At this point, it is ted by Rte 101 
from the North. 5'.Lrve111ance of tbis route vill provide inforo:mtion on the 
volume and direction ot trsfi'ic rJ.ov. In addition, valuable targeting data 
can be developed for 7AF. 

Tarset 7!f 
Target justification: The target is located vicinity XB 5505 vest on 

Rte 196. The condition, status of Rte 196 is not kncnm. Use of tbe DIA 
Giang Rl. ver !or movement of supplies and equipment is e.J.so lmknovu.. Sur
ve1l.l.ance of this are:a will proVJ.de inf'o:rmat1on on the atatus and use of 
these tvo routes of movement. In s.ddi tion, valuable targeting data can be 
developed for 7 AF. 

!} OOMUSMACV MACV 4057/230725Z Aug 67 (OINCPAC 3122J.6Z Aug 67) 

J 
/ 
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FIGURE B-~7 (TS) (Con0 'd) 

Target srY 
Target justification: The tnrget is located vicinity XE 5528 and con

sists of a sen.es o!' truck parks along So:J.S Dun, a.:pproxJ.aately 14 re:~. from 
the J..m:Js/If!IH borderj not associated with any knovn roada T-Us could be a 
major storage area or the beginning of a nev overland route to Laos. SUr
veillance or the area v11l pronde J.nf'ormation on the size, use and conten 
of the truck :park/storage areas. In addition, val.uable targeting data can 
be developed for 711F. 

Target <)/ 
Target Justification: The target is located 'Vicinity VG 7010 and is 

situated along Rte 7. It connects NVN Rte lA and Laotian Rte l.3 via the 
Col Ba.r.:hele!!(f Pe.ss and is the primary supply route in support of Pathet 
Lao operations 1n the Plaine Des Jarres area. Surveillance of this route 
V1ll :provide information on the 'Ytllllllle and directiOn or tra!fic flOII'. In 
addition, val.uable targeting data can be developed 1'or 7/iE. 

Tarset~d!f 
Target justification: The target io ~ocated vithin the quadrant 

WE 6095-7095 and F 6005-7005. Reconnaissance or this area io desired 
to locate unnumbered. routes vhich branch ott or Rte 151. 

Tarset ~ 
Target Jwsti.fication: The target is located vithin the quadrant 

liE 6585-7585 ~md II 6595-7595. Reconnaissance is desired to locate an 
unnumbered route vbich terminates at liE 7~3936. 

Target 1f./ 

Target justification: The target is located vi thin the quadrant liE 
8365-9265 and liE 8349-9249. Main target is Khe 1.6 Mong Road as reported 
1n !IIC Interrogo.tion Report (164/68-lXll: June 1966). l1oad. supposetU:f 
begins at Rte 101 and crosses the Laotian border soutbeast Mu Gia Pass. 

!/. COMIJSMACV MACSOO lio57/230725Z Aug 67 (CmCPAC 3122l6Z Aug 67) 
~ COMUSMACV MACSOO l985/~404l2Z Apr 68 (CD!CPAC l60524.Z lrpr 68) 

/ 

Allnexlilto 
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Target 13rY 

Target justification: The ter~et is located vi thin the area XD 5991-
6991 and XD 6981·5981. Reconnaissance of this ares >s desired to deter
mine enet!IY motonzed and foot tra1'fic on Rte 1038, knOIID at Bat Lake (lAC 
XA) road which extends i'rom XE 606063 (Rte 101) to XD 664(82. Aerial 
photography does not reveal any further extension of this road South or 
\lest. Road is reported serviceable and heaVJ.:cy treveled. Tracked and 
\lheeled vehicle tracks are very apparent from photo read..-outs. Target is 
vithin helicopter range ot lla!Jkon Phanom. 

Target 1llE/ 
The target is located vithin the area of liP' 2645·11025 and \IF 26ZT-IIOZ/. 

Target 1~ 

!13le target is 1oeated vi thin the area or liP' 2053•3553 and lll!' 2037-3537 • 

!loth target areas are ~ocated near the LBotian border and 
are appi'Old.catezy 110 kilometers soutbvest or Vi.nb (\IF 7l64). 
Each area measures ~4 x lll km vi th about. one-third or each 
area overlapping tbe princi~ roadWatch target Rte 6. 
Targetsaress are hetveen 18 20 mir>utes and 160 34 minttt:es 
parallels and are not ar.reoted b,y present overflights and 
ordnllnce restrict1.ona. :Both target areas are vitMn heli
copter flight range from lfahkon Phanom, ~. 

y CXlMIJBMACV MACSOG 2625/2CXl=. May 66 (ClllCPAC 22040% May 66) 
Ff exlMIJSMACV MACSOG 3792/ 2J.0720Z Jul 66 ( CINCPAC 232J.l6Z Jul 66) 

C-b-_ilO 

/ 
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Seq Tgt 
no. Team Area 

1 ill ~~ Vl!l 7 
2 113 ~8 W) 7 
3 114 8 VII) 7 
4 120 (6 VII) 7 

5 lll ~7 VN) 7 
6 122 4 VII) 2 

• 

7 113 (B VN) 2 
8 114 (7 VN) 13 
9 115 (7 Camb.) 11 

10 lll (7 VII) 13 

11 117 !6 Camb.) 7 
12 118 7 VIi) 2 
13 94 (8 VN) 13 

14 93 (8 VN) 4 
15 115 (7 Camb. ) 11 

16 119 (6 VN) 13 
17 116 (7 Camb.) 13 
18 118 (6 Camb.) 2 

94 (7 VN) 19 13 
20 93 17 VN) 4 
21 116 8 Camb.) 13 
22 92 8 VN) 11 
23 94 6 VII) 2 
24 118 (7 Camb.) 7 

MORI DociD 570370 

FIGURE B-l~ 
STRATA MISSIO!i DAUT 

Dates l11Es1on Remarks 
17-23 l:nr Roaowatch Enemy contact 10 ~~ 

31 l'.ar-7 Apr 
7·15 Apr 

14-17 !Jay 

14-29 Nay 
15-22 l~y 

22 May-7 Jun 
6-17 Jun 

20-29 Jun 
20-30 Jun 

27 Jun-6 Jul 
4-14 Jul 

l3-2B Jul 

15-23 Jul 
21 Jul-14 AlJ8 

29 Jul-14 All8 
5-16 All8 
6-21 Aug 

14-19 Aug 
31 All8·14 Sep 

9-23 Sep 
15-:26 Sep 

4-23 Oct 
6-23 Oct 

_C- ~- 81 

Recon/Roadwatcb N/A 
RonC.'I.'atch 
R1 venlatch 

Roadw.tch 
Roadwatch 
Road,.,atch 
Roadwatch 
Recon 
Recon/Road-
watch 
Roadwatc:b 
Roadwatch 
Recon/Roacl.-
"Wetch 
Roadwatch 
Recon 

Roadvatcb 
PI! 
Road:watcb 

Recon/1?11 
Roadwatch 
PI! 
Recon 
Roadw'atcb 
Ri verwatch 

Enemy contact 9 Apr 
Contact lost 17 !lay; 
!lln declsred IliA. 

N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

3 ~!IA on 12 JWl 
Enemy contact 27 Jun 
1 self-inflicted 
vound; extracted 

N/A 
Enemy contact 10 Jul 
Enemy contact 17 & 
21 Jul 

N/A 
Enemy contnct 7 All8; 
4 MIA 
21llA 

N/A 
Enemy contact 16 & 
l8 Aug 
Enamy contact 14 Aug 

N/A 
N/A 
11/A 

Enemy contact 17 Oct 
N/A 
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FIGURE B-l~M~ It<~ 
STRATA TARGET AREAS AND IUSS;/, 

XG 

XF 

7 T8>'got .Are.aa 

--12 111ssions (numbers 

correspond to llliss1ons 

sht>Wl!. on TAll E) 

~--

a 'L F 

) ,., 

T 0 \T }{I:' 
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: '"'L TON OPERATIONS > 

~-~Policy. Singleton agent cperat>ans, under the agent 

teao, program rules,. requ~rea case-by-case approval at the 

GOLDFIS~ and PERGOLA 

a. Background. The concept of operations* as submltted in 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

July 1967 by COP.>SMACV was to utilize twa PLo;;;.,A~etainees 7 

as returnees to their former fishing occupation to collect 8 

intelligence information. No communications were planned 

during the 60-90 day mission. Exfiltratian ;.ould be by 

SOG/STD PTF pickup on initiation of the proper recognition 

signal by the agents. Debriefing would then follow. This 

initial insertion was the forerunner of the maritime 

diversionary programj Project URGENCY) which was conducted 

in 1968. Authority to infiltrate GOLDFISH ana PERGOLA was 

forwarded by JCS in August 1967.•• 

b. Operations. 

Island (see Annex 

level intelligence 

returned to NVN by 

1967. No contact 

The two agents were trained at Paradise 

on psychological operations) for low-

colle~~~~£heir home areas, and were 

PLOWMA~) mission 327 on 13 September 

was expected for 60-90 days; howeverj there 

is no record that either of the agents ever made an attempt 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

to ~~ieved as planned. 23 

3~S~ ~ay Singleton Operations 24 

· a. Background. In August 1968, MACSOG proposed to CINCPAC 25 

JCS a concept*** ror using gray singleton agents to collect 26 

information in selected populated centers in NVN. The agents 27 

selected were to be documented as NVN ~ldiers and were to 

remain in the selected center of operations for one to two 

weeks only. Two agents, ROMA and AURORA, were recruited in 

1968 from the National Chieu Hai Center in Gia Dinh. The 

~~sg COMUS!IiACV, DTG 250812Z Jul 67 
sg: JCS, DTG 141905Z Aug 67 (SACSA) 

••• S) Msg, COMUSNACV, DTG l80520Z Aug 68 (SACSA) 

TOP£ 
H kT§.YMsg, 

*** ..k'I'""S) Msg, 

C,b-83 
JCS, DTG 141905Z Aug 67 (SACSA) 
COMUSNACV, DTG l80520Z Aug 68 (SACSA) 
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• 

proposed target areas in order of prior~ty were Vinh, 

Thai Tru, Anh Son, Dong Hoi, Thanh Hoa, Ha Tinh, and Sam 

Son. The proposal as outlinea above .,.,as approved by 

CINCPAC~ ,but the imm~nence and final promulgation of the 

bombing halt dec~sion of 1 November delayed JCS approval 

until the posslbility of conducting the operations was 

overtaken by events.** 

b. ~- Subsequently, the target area for ROMA was 

changed to an intelligence mission in Cambodia. ROMA was 

launched on this mission on 1 December 1968, but was not 

heard from again. He was declared missing in action on 

15 December 1968. 

c. AURORA. Agent AURORA was infiltrated into Cambodia 

for a short-term observation mission. The agent carried 

a beeper radio which enabled central contact to monitor 

his progress. The agent moved to the target area and 

returned to the exfiltration LZ; however, there was no 

rurther contact and the agent was not recovered. ••• 

d. DIE HARD. This agent was to carry out a mission in 

Cambodia in two phases. Phase I commenced on 9 April 1969 

and had as its objective to determine whether placement 

was feasible in the target area, Mimot, Cambodia. Because 

of the inadquacy of the documentation provided, the agent 

was stopped and arrested during a cursory check in Kompong 

Cham, Cambodia. Ely bribing the local police official, 

DIE HARD was able to return to South Vietnam. It was 

planned to attempt Phase I agai~ beginning on 12 July 1969.••• 

Sep 68 (SACSA) 
to MACV Command History, 1968," 

/' 
0 IJI'S 1....-r.ls". CINCPAr. DTG OH00"12Z SPn bH I SACSA 1 

TOP ~T C-b-84 
7 

Program," 
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;r~ 
G~IVERSIONARY OPERATIONS 

' As mentioneo briefly in Part Annex I of this 

diversionary operations were conceived in late 1967 and were 

well underway in 1968 when the bombing halt in November 

limited all activit~es except certain psychological aspects 

of the operations. The formal program in,tially consisted of 

six projects as approved verbally by GOMUsrr.ACV on 14 March 1968. 

The program was to be conducted primarily within the authorities 

for FOOTBOY'/already in approved at the JCS or CINCPAC level. 
/' ' were 

Those operations that exceeded established authorities/submitted 

to CINCPAC for approval on a case-by-caoe basis.• Three of the 

six projects were transferred from TIMBERWO~o HUMID~~ 
for implementation. The three remaining programs in TIMBERWO~ 
are describ d below. 

) "Project OODLES/ This project is designed to 
an apparently ext!nsive and successful clandestine agent 

networK in selected areas of NVN. Conduct of this project 
parallels conduct of the in-place long-term agent team operations 
and becomes more credible by NVN knowledge~f tured actual 
teams Family messages are sent via HUMIDOR SSPL one-way 
voice link and the notional teams are resu lied in the same 
manner as actual teams. To add credibility, personnel presence 
is implied by the paradropping of an ice block weighted personnel 
parachute to be found, after the ice melts, hanging in trees. 
Another method is actual infiltration of a pseuao-agent who is 
led to believe he was separated both from team members who were 
to have received him on a drop zone and from other team rein
forcements seen in the aircraft. The reinforcement seen by the 
pseudo-agent are actually RVNAF cadre and do not exit the air
craft as the agent is led to believe. Eighteen notional teams 
were authorized by CINCPAC for activation in 1968. Fourteen of 
them have been activated via message traffic. Of the fourteen 
activated teams, eight have been geographically located by bundle 
and notional personnel parachute drops. Two teams have been 
notionally reinforced by the actual infiltration of pseudo
agents."** Following the bomo1ng halt messages were sent to each 
team every other month. The messages were comprised mainly of 
family news and code instructions. The name of the notional 
team was gi ;en, but not its location (see Figure B~). 

2. ) "Project URGENCY~ Th~s I' ject involves the use 
of fi ermen captured durffig PLOWMAN o~erations as pseudo-
agents and, where possible, actual gents. The objectives are 
to divert ~NN security forces to apprehend, detain, interrogate, 
and investigate fishermen implicated as agents and, not dis-
covered, to collect intelligence. During HUMIDOR 's SSPL 
orientation of those fishermen captured, the co erative, more 
intelligent were recruited and trained as low-level agents, then 

~~( storical Sununary, Airborne Studies Group, "SOG Annual 
cal Summary," 5 Jan 69, p. 12 (SACSA) 

•• S) History, MACSOG, nAnnex F to MACV 1968 Command History, n 

p. III-4-5 (SACSA) 

-,..'")t'1'~.,c;:;;w•·~c<a uuHuHa•·~ • n~PuJb~ ~•uu~c~ u•·~up, ~-'<l'~A',Tu.l.'a!~ 
('Hi orical Summary," 5 Jan 69, p. 12 (SACSA) 

'l'O.t"' !J!t11g1.-~--- ................. "'-----u..ZU-"u:;; ...... ~ • .. ,..!'o "'---- '.n\\hwJ>. ~-- .. ~ 
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7~ 
returned to NVN to be recontactea at a later da~e. NVN caare, 
militia, or other fishermen who \>IJ.ll not b~neflt the SSPL ana/ 
or are uncooperative are returnee to NVN far from their homes 
l'tith !'laney or messages planted in their clothing, or are 
obviously implicatea as agents ~n other ways To aate, there 
have been eleven low-level agents and two pseuao-agents launcnea 
into NVN. The PLOWI·.AN(C) restriction~ on captur,ng fishermen 
suspended all UPGENCY(C) operations in r>1ay, but the partial 
l~fting of restrict1ons in July allowed a lirnitea resumption 
until 1 November at "rlhich time restrictions 1.mposea suspenaea 
tne URGENCY ) program. "• (See Figure CB-21.) 

) "Pro1ect BORDEN(C). This proJect employs NVA 
rall rs and prisoners of war to convince NVN that a successrul 
penetration of the NVA is being conaucted with the mission of 
inducing defection and collecting intelligence. The project is 
aesigned to divert military resources to counter this penetra
tion, harass and alienate NVA troops from their leaders, strain 
~~N ideological control, inauce aefection and collect intelli
gence. NVA soldiers are collected from division level detention 
facilities as soon after capture as possible, oriented for two 
weeks on the rreeaorn and prosperity of RVN at a centralized 
security facility, and in other ways convinced to support the 
RVN; trained one week as agents, and infiltrated into NVA
controlled territory of RVN, Laos, Cambodia and NVN. The 
agent's mission is to return to the NVA as an escapee or under 
other appropriate cover, collect intelligence, recruit dissat
isfied soldiers through the use of a secret 'CHIEU HOI' pass 
(ultra-violet mark on the prospective rallier) and exfiltrate 
through defection. It is fully expected and intended that many 
of the recruitea agents will reveal their assigned mission to 
the NVA of their own volition or under interrogation. Those NVA 
soldiers not recruited as agents during tbe orientation period 
are returned to normal detection facilities to spread speciri
cally revealed project information to these detainees for 
eventual transmission to NVA intelligence analysts. For CY 
1968, 98 detainees have been collected for this project. Fifty 
of them were returned to detection facilities, 44 were insertea 
e.s agents into IN!l- and NV A-controlled territory of RVN, Laos 
and Cambodia. Four agents are scheduled for insertion in 
January 1969. Five agents have been recovered ana three rein
serted, one in NVN in support of both Project OODLES(C) and 
Project BORDEN(C); and two in Laos."** This project was con
tinued into 1969 with agents dropped into both Laos and cambodia. 
During the spring months, 12 agents per month were dropped, at 
mia-year, tPe number was reduced to three per month. (See 

Figure r2.) ------
H. )_:;pg') ffiTH ANGEL 

The EARTH ANGLE program was conceived in the spring of 1969 
to indoctrinate carefully selected Chiew Hoi personnel as 
intelligence agents for insertion into Laos The authority for 
ana operations conducted in this program are covered in the 
appendix on operations in Laos. The training and control of these 
ager,ts were under the direction of CP-36 L.Airborne Studies Group). 

·~~1story, MACSOG, 
p. II-4-5 (SACSA) 

•• S) History, f·oACSOG, 
p. III-4-6 (SACSA) 

T?£ 

"Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History," 

"Annex F to MACV 1968 Command History," 
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PART IV. PROB:Er> ARE~ 
AIRBDPPE OPERA710~!S 

The preble- areas that have plagued ai~borne operation~ 

from ~throu•~ 1968 are codified chronologically below-

B~,~;?R OLC~Y 
1. ( ) 196" 

a. "Ground. rules which limit Airborne Operations ability 
to increase ~~ess~re on DRV: 

(1) "Oe-::.lcyed teams are r-estricted from contacting 
population or starting resistance. 

(2) "Res~riction on overflight of Laos (lifted 2~ May 
196~) . 

(3) "Re.s';riction from using third country airfields for 
staging bases has caused extreme range, load, and weather 
problems. 

(ij) "Res~:-iction from use of helicopters to emplace 
and resupply agent teams deprives SOG of operational flPxi
bility and limits potential. Request was denied on 18 April 
1964. 

(1) "The DRY as a whole has some of the poorest flying 
weather in ~he world and some of the roughest terrain. These 
obstacles have held airborne operations at an unproductive 
level. 

(2) "The nountains and fogs rorce the C-123 aircraft to 
operate onl:,• during light of moon periods, iae,, 10-12 
nights a month. 

(3) "The rugged terrain which aids the agents in main
taining the~r security produces little survival food and 
greatly hin~e~s movement. 

c. "Enemy 

(1) "The DRY employs large numbers or AAA weapons which 
severely restricts resupply operations. Aircraft are not 
allowed to fly within range of these guns even if mabking 
terrain 1s present. 

d. "Counte~ca~t Relations 

(l) "SOG an:l STS Headquarters are distant physically. 
This makes ~~~ect liaison difficult. The telephone cannot 
be used because or security precautions. A liaison officer 
is assignee o~t much is still desired in the form or a 
closer relationship. 

(2) •us security regulations render it impossible for 
STS personnel to visit SOG working areas. 

~ C-b-_90 Annex ll to 
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~ o.: ( 3) 11 A few or STS officers are ine,ffec t i ve However, 
it is difficult to have such individuals replaced. 

e. "Eouiprr1ent 

(1) "Principal weakness of Airborne Operations is the 
lack of operatlonal aircraft. The C-123 load capacity, 
operating range, and inability to fly in adverse weather 
~::/hampers airborne operations. " • 

2 ):Pn 1..2.§2 

"a. Lil:litations on Aircraft (numbers and types) 

11 (1) Airborne operations during the past year have been 
hampered by the limited numbers and the types of aircraft 
available for employment by this section. During any given 
launch period, no more than two C-123 aircraft are usually 
available at the same time. An additional four H-34 heli
copters VNAF crews, currently supporting Shining Brass 
operations, ar~ available for periodic employment in 34A 
progra~s. These helicopters however, are generally unsuit
able to 34A operations because of range and cargo carrying 
limitations. 

"(2) In order to adequately support the present in-place 
teams, and to have the capability of introducing and 
supporting additional teams in NVH, a combination of heli
copters and fixed wing aircraft are needed. The helicopters, 
with a suitable range and lirt capability, will insure 
the relatively safe delivery of an intact operational team 
to a pre-selected point. A fixed wing aircraft with a greater 
cargo load (ACL) than that of the C-123 aircraft, and 
possessing the capability of flying missions independent of 
the moon period will permit two or three resupply operations 
to be flown on one sortie. 

) History, MACSOG, "Annex A to MACV Command History 1964," #7 (SACSA) 
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11 a. Aerial Photography Problems. Cl"ief, SOG requires that 
ae~ial photography of the DZ/LZ be accomplished and inter
preted not earlier than five days prior to a scheduled in
filtration into NVN, before human resources may be committed. 
This is necessary in order to determine the most recent 
changes in vegetation, human habitation, or military activity 
in the operational area, as an added safety precaution for 
the infiltrating teams. Adverse weather conditions in NVN 
have delayed timely aerial photograp~y or operational areas. 
Additionally, in several instances, SOG priority photography 
missions have had to give way to other priority missions. 
In either case. delay was caused in scheduled infiltrations. 

"b. Exfiltratian. Twa attempts to exfiltrate several 
members from Team TOURBILLON ALFA in-September and Team HECTOR 
in December were cancelled because Team TOURBILLON ALFA 
failed to establish radio contact prior to the scheduled 
exfiltration LZ. The inability so far to exfiltrate team 
members has had an adverse effect an the retention of agent 
trainees. Exfiltratian attempts will continue to be made. 

/ 
* ~Til History, MACSOG, 
/p #A-19 (SACSA) 

~ ... y.r~) Hl.S'tOry, MAG~UU, 
LP #A-19 (SA__£ SA) 

< 
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A concept to exfiltrate Tea~ BELL wa~ developed and for
warded to CINCPAC on COHUSI!ACV msg DTG 1607 20Z Jan 67. A 
successful team exfiltration Wlll demonstrate drarr:aticall~· 
to agent trainees that agents can be brought safely out of 
N~~. Further, agent losses will be curbea if exfiltrations 
can be accomplished successfully. 

11 c. Col':'lmunications Real-t~me road/rail and rivet watch 
report~ng cannot be effected presently because the commur.i
cations arrangement allows only one daily t'l'·o-way contact 

Although this contact is supplemented with-additional contacts 
when possible, adverse weather affecting wave propagation 
often prevents usable contact during certain periods. In 
addition, base rad~o station at present cannot handle all 
traffic simultaneously. The Radio, RS-1, the principal team 
radio, is unwieldly. Although it can be man-packed, it be
comes ponderous when carried cross-country over difficult 
terrain for extended periods. Lightweight radios are being 
produced, and the DELCO Model 5300 Radio was requisitioned 
for field suitability testing. Two DELCO Model 5300 Radios, 
together with 16 transceiver crystals, antenna, carrying 
case, 10 batteries, battery charger with one-year supply of 
spare parts, valued at $5,221.00 were requisitioned with a 
priority 5 from the Counterininsurgency Supply Office, 
Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands on 26 April. The radios and not been 
received at the end of the year. 

"d. ResupplY. Aerial resupply was one of the biggest 
problems in keeping in-place teams viable. High performance 
aircraft are employed to effect resupply to in-place teams 
whose operational zones are within the surface-to-air missile 
ring. This reaupply technique has distinct limitations. DZ 
markings are imperceptible and delivery accuracy is not often 
achieved. Further, if delivery is effected in areas othe~ 
than the intended drop zone, the dropped s~pplies will 
imperil the team if discovered by unfriendly citizenry or 
security forces. Adverse weather conditions continue to affect 
resupply deliveries toin-place teams. Additionally, some 
operational zones are located in areas where drop and landing 
zones are scarce and areas suitable for drop and landing 
zones are difficult to establish and operate. 

11 e. Contact with Enemy Forces. NVN Government has been 
and will continue to exert a concerted effort against the 
OPLAN 34A Program. Several in-place teams have encountered 
enemy forces on repeated occasions recently, resulting in 
the loss of several team members. Inasmuch as two-thirds of 
all OPLAN 34A Airborne have been listed as lost since the 
program's inception in early 1960, the current situation is 
not unprecedented; ho• .. ever, the pressure exerted by the enemy 
appears to be better organized and employed mor• universally 
throughout NVN. Efforts have been made to minimize communi
cations between the base stat~on and in-place teams, and 
currently deception and diversionary tactics are being em
ployed in the Tesupply drops in an attempt to gain some re-
liefLthe teams." I 

4.~ !221. 
"a. Aerial Photography Problems. Chief SOG reouitoes thR.t 

aerial photography of the DZ/LZ be accompanied and interpreted 
not earlier than ten days prior to a scheduled infiltration 

~ory, . ,4:74~~6~ 
'l'O'P ~~ ·-- __ ,:.__ 

7 
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into NVN. This is necessary to deterffiine the most recen~ 
change in vegetation, human habitation, or rnil~tar:,. e.c-:.:!Y.:':~ 
in the ooerational area as an aoaea safety precaut~o~ fc~ 
the infiitrating teams Adverse weather cona.itions in r:v· 
have delayed timely aerial phc~ography of operat~o~al a~eEs. 
Also, in several instances SOG prior~ty photograpn;y r.-.iss:::-:s 
have hac to give Hay to '>ighe!' ll:'lority missions ln eitr.e~ . 
case this caused delays in scheduled infiltrations 

11 b. Exfiltration. Several attempts were made to exfiltra:.e 
long-terM teams from NVN, but as in the past all efforts 
were unsuccessful. In Februar~ helicopters attempting to 
exfiltrate team BELL reached the LZ, but the team had depa~~e~ 
and 1n March contact \dth the team was lost. In June the eY
filtration of team VERSE was frustrated when a US aircraft 
was shot down near the LZ and contact with the team was los~, 
presumably as a result of increased enemy activity in the 
area. In June a concept to forcibly exfiltrate tea.iTl ROl.YEO, 
suspected of being under enemy control, was disapproved by 
CINCPAC because the possible benefits to be derived did net 
warrant the hazards involved. A plan to exfiltrate two me~bers 
of team REMUS via Fulton SKYHOOK was abandoned when enemy 
security patrols discovered the cached equipment. In spite 
of the difficulties experienced with long-term teams, the 
feasibility of recovering agents from NVN was sustained \'/hen 
team STRATA III Has exfiltrated y USAF Ch-3 helicopters 
on 28 September 1967. This wa the first successful ex-
filtration of a TIMBERWORK team from I:VN. 

"c.. Contact \>lith Enemy Forces. The NVN government has in
tensified internal security measures and has employed all 
available communications media to make the population awa~e 
or the presence or SVN "spy-rangers" in their midst. In-place 
teams continued to encounter enemy forces and suffer 
casualties as a result. The current situation is not un
precedented in as much as many agent teams have been lost 
to the enemy since the program's inception in early 1961. 
However, the pressure now being exerted by the eneMy appe~~ 
to be well organized and employed throughout NVN. Recent 
actions to develop a wide ranging diversionary program are 
expected to diminish the effectiveness of the NVN security 
apparatus by provoking time consuming and fruitless counter
actions. 

"d. Security RevieH. At the request of Chief SOG, CAS 
counterintelligence specialists completed a review or all 
active OP-3ij teams on 2 July. The results of the findings 
were. 

"(1) Probably under hostile control: ROMEO, HADLEY, 
TOURBILLON and ARES. 

"(2) Doubtful status EAGLE. 

"(3) Probably not under hostile control: REMUS, EASY, 
EASY ALFA and VERSE. ~ 

" ( 4) Missing/captured (not reviewed): BELL and HECTOR. 

"(5) As a result of these findings SOG has conceivea 
and developed a diversionary program to turn these liabil
ities into assetsJ and is continuing contact with the 
enemy controlled teams in order to exploit them for 
diversionary purpose. 11 * 

History, MACSOG, "Annex G to MACV Command History 1967," 
III -ij-21,28 and p~ III _ij_E 6-~ (SACSAl 

ul.ver;:;~onary purpose." w 
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of adeauate aer1.al ohotosrap'r-Jy. Prior tv 
1 ~.ovenber bomb~ng halt WhJ.:::: h !"'estr-~c teo '!I;:r:..=:~\·'ORr: 

operations in NVN, a combination of aoverse .,..•eat her 
conditions, higher prior1ty ml.SSlons of othe~ agencies 
ana the 1 Apr~l reduction in bomb1ng activities serve to 
delay tl.rnely rece1ot of aer1al photob!'aphy I.n Many cas~s, 
lack of appropriate photograohy caused delays in .. lar.nlng 
and scheduling of missions. This w1ll undoubtedly cont1nue 
to be a problem in the event operations in hVl\ are I>esuned 
and an effort to obtain ass1gnment of higher mission 
priorities would seem to be the only solution. 

"b. Difficulty in ResuoplY Ooerations. Considerable prob
lems ~<ere encountered in attemp10ed resupplies of both long
term and STRATA teams during 1968. Restrictions on over
flights of NVN north of 20° N after 1 Apr11 and of NVN
controlled teams by CINCPAC direction, are conditions that 
cannot be resolved at MACSOG level. Adverse weather and team 
error are also unresolvable problems STRATA resupply diffi
culties were primarily caused by improper techniques and 
bundle configuration. Experimentation and testing had all 
but resolved these problems before the 1 November bombing 
hault suspended STRATA infiltration in NVN 

"c. Lack of Reouired Eguip!:'ent A general s~ortage of NNA 
uniforms and equipment hds continuously hindered efforts to 
deploy agents and teams clothed and equipped in such a manner 
as to be able to pass at a distance as NVA personnel or 
possibl .. survive a chance encounter. Although e!'forts were 
made to obtain captured equipment from units in RVN in 1968, 
no workable system was implemented to insure that equipment 
was reserved ror MACSOG. Erro~ts to initiate manufacture of 
needed items had not been successful as of the end of 1968. 

"d. Difficulty in Aircraft Observer/STRATA Team Contacts. 
Inherent difficulties in working with brevity codes and a 
language barrier resulting from utilization of non-VN 
speaking observers caused communications between aerial 
observers from NKP and deployed STRATA teams to be inadequate. 
Diplomatic restrictions which prevented VN pe~sonnel from 
remain~ng in Thailand over 24 hours precluded use or VN 
observers. Unless this diplomatic restriction is lifted, it 
is anticipated that this problem will continue during miss~ons 
controlled by NKP, whether operations in NVN are resumed, 
or during interim operations in PF/DB AOS. A change to the 
MACSOG JTD which will incorporate US operations officer/ 
observers with VN language capability will greatly alleviate 
this problem. 11 * 

~lstory, MACSOG, 
- PF Ill -4-8 (SACSA) 
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EVALUATI~ PART V . 

EVALUATION 1964 

over the mission of agent teams is 

evident in a memorandum written by SACSA in August 1964. It 

states that along \'Iith other psychological weapons (radio, 

leaflets, mail) specially trained teams were introduced into 

North Vietnam to "create either a real or notional resistance 

movement within the DRV. 11* As discussed earlier, the resist

ance movement was not to be approved at the Washington level. 

(Seeznnex A for a discussion of "Resistance Movement".) 

2. ) An evaluation of recruiting problems and prospects 

was ncluded in the memorandum: 

11 The problem of team selection and ta:rogeting is 
complex and requires consideration of the various 
factors of ethnic origin, religion, location of 
families, motivation, intelligence, and an assess
ment of the indivisuals will to survive and resist. 
North Vietnam breaks down territoriallJ into two 
distinct areas. One area is the mountainous tribal 
region of western and northwestern NVN. Here the Mea 
tribe offers the best chance of success because of 
its native, hostile attitude towards all non-Mea 
people. The other area is the Vietnamese inhabited 
lowlands which comprise the Red River Delta system 
and the coastal plain. Here the communists exercise 
almost complete control over the people which makes 
it difficult to establish large-scale resistance. 
Any successful development would be expected to 
remain passive and unorganized. ln spite of these 
difficulties, efforts have been underway to create 
a credible resistance movement in NVN. 

"It is to be noted that within the largely Mea
dominated western and northwestern parts of NVN, 
there are other ethnic geographic divisions which 
compound the selection problem. Simply stated, all 
precautions must be taken to match the team personnel 
with its drop location. 

11 With due consideration given to ethnic groups, 
religion, and family location, experience so far has 
shown that the military services of the RVN are more 
desirable as sources for additional ~gent/team 
members. Qualified civilians will continue to be 
selectively recruited as required . 11 ** 

• ( Memorandum, SAC SA, "Psychological 
1'1ory.trVietnam," 6 Aug 64, (SACSA) 
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3._rhe 

incluCling some 

memorandum concludes with an overall evaluation 

' problem areas and expectation for the future. 

nThis problem has no-w been solved by the 
installation of precise navigation equipment in the 
delivery aircraft. 

"The exact nature of the team PsyOps activities 
is unknown. As can readily be understood, radio 
communications with these teams is very difficult 
technically, and is extremely hazardous rar the 
team. Messages transmitted by the teams are, there
fore, very short - they can listen much more safely 
than they can talk. 

"In addition to these problems, and as already 
stated, the objective is long range. Results are 
not expected at any specific date. ~he potential 
for establishing a resistance base, however, is 
now in place and, for the time being, relat1vely 
well supplied.''• 

1 

2 

B.~OMUSMACV EVALUATIONS, 1966 3 

The increased interest in intelligence collection capabili- ~ 

ties in 1965-1966 prompted the following evaluations of the agent 5 

teams contributed to intelligence by MACV/MACSOG in the late 1966. 6 

1. (~he following is quoted from the CONUSMACV message 7 

repo~ . 8 

"a. Summary· As of 1 Nov 66 MACSOG had twelve agent 
teams in North Vietnam, comprising 102 individual agents. 
From 1 January to 1 November 1966, nine of these teams 
produced 73 intelligence reports. The three newest teams, 
KERN, HECTOR, and SAMSON, infiltrated in 1966, have 
not as yet produced intelligence information. Produc
tively of the different teams and the topics covered in 
the reporting are discussed in detai~ below, but in 
general the information produced is of intelligence value~ 
The teams have become increasingly responsive to priority 
co~lection requirements in the past four months, with 
different teams reporting on two Priority 1 SICR topics. 
The production average of the twelve reporting teams has 
been somewhat less than one report per month per team 

~d., pp 2-3 
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) 

~ dur~ng the first ten months of lS66 Several of 

ARES 

EAGLE 

BELL 

REMUS 

EASY 

EASY 

the older ~earns were originally d~spatched with 
primary missions in the sabotage and ps~rwar 
fields, and their operat~onal areas \.ere not 
selected with intelligence access as the pr~mary 
criterian. These teams are the only assets on 
the ground ln N~l responsiv~ to u.s. collection 
requirements. 

"b. Product~vity The listing belO\'.', for each 
of the nine teams which produced intelligence 
between l Jan and l Nov 1966 illustrates the 
difference in productivity for the various teams. 

Location 

XJ 950275 

XJ 592856 

VK ~33303 

UJ 155987 

UJ 545618 

J\LFA UJ 573452 

Reports 

17 

6 

1 

10 

10 

14 

Comment 

Several subsources 
in populated areas. 

Two subsources in 
local population. 

Team in strongly 
patrolled area, t.·~,c 

fire fights in las• 
six months. 

Subsource in local 
population. 

Six subsources in 
local population. 

All roadwatch 
in.rormation. 

TOURBILLON VJ 130260 9 None 

VERSE 

ROI1EO 

VJ 524081 

XD 690858 

5 

1 

None 

Team lost 3 members 
in friendlybombir.g 
Jul 66i area heavy 
with enemy activi~y 

"c. Extent of Coverage: Only one MACSOG team (ARES) 
has been aUle to establish and sustain itself in a 
key populated area close to priority intelligence 
targets. Of the others, three (ROMEO, HECTOR and KERN) 
are in high troop density areas along the NVN/Laos 
border north of the DMZ, while six (TOURBILLON, RE~IUS, 
EASY, ALFA, VERSE and SAMSON) are in or on the fringes 
of the thinly populated northwest-tribal highlands wes~ 
of 105 degrees. Some of these teams can cover road 
traffic into Laos. The one team (BELL) in a location tc 
cover the important trail and river traffic from China 
along the Lao Cai-Yen axis is in survival status and 
has had several losses from heavy enemy security patro~ 
actions in the area. The remaining team (EAGLE) has two 
productive subsources in the local population, but the 
the area is fairly remote. Team reporting~ except tor 

TO>~ C-b-98 Annex B to 
AnnAnrl1'1' r. 
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~'' w•m '''"' '"'"""' "'''"'''• •'Co " " indoctrinate and control the tr1bal pooula !en~, 
and roadvatch informat101'1 of moderate ~::~e :.:.~:e ... :e 
value. During November 1966 tearrs REt·~·-s a .. j .:.. ..... ,.:)_ 

have submltted four spot ~eports conce~~~~ ~~e 
alleged presence of Chicor.; troops 1r. tr.e ,. c~r:~~~ 

of Dien Bien Phu J a s..ubj ect of highest ;:::-1 r 1-:: • 

MORI DociD 

11 d. ~· The primary source of ell cla"1:Jes:1.ne 
intelligence reports on North Vietnai.l :-oe:e!.vec. :.~· 
f.IACV is ;1ACSOG. Any repor-ts are acqu.:!.re~ t!"lrou;h 
direct observation by trained sources. ~~ese rc~m 
an important part of the intelligence aa~a base 
available on the target country. Several DIA 
evaluations of OPLAN 3l.!A teaM report!:-:.~ have been 
received and the typical evaluation is as follows: 

Validity Probably true 
Usability Value Moderate 
Available rrom Other Sources Never or rarely 
Timely When Written Yes 
Timely When Received. Yes 
The comment column usually includes the remark: 

Continued reporting will be appreciated. 

"e. Plans ror Improving Collection and Reporting· 

(1) Continue to resupply 12 in-place teams. 

(2) Reinforce teams REMUS, SAMSON, TOURBILLON, 
EASY, EASY ALFA and VERSE. 

(3) Infiltrate teams HADLEY ard HANSEN. 

(4) Develop ke~ operation areas in the Lao Cai, 
Lang Son, and Mong Cai regions. 

(5) Exfiltration of team BELL and infiltration 
of replacement team. 11 * 

2 ACSOG made a study in early 1967 of operations 
cond 1966 :i::: 
~~rrn>ne the effects on NVN of the Plowman ( and Timberwork 

~J p~ograms. The following were the conclus ons of the study with 

regard to SOG's agent team operations during 1966· 

"a. One hundred and one (101) Intelligence Spot 
Reports were produced by the teams during 1966. These 
included the only known sightings in wnt, by pe~scnnel 
under US control, of Chinese (at Dien Bien Phu) as well 
as reports concerning captured US air personnel. 

"b. Sporadic sightings of' team members, occasional 
r1ref1ghts with those teams, plus~he continuous radio 
traffic emanating from team operations all over the 
country, have imposed additional control require~ents 
on the NVN security apparatus. This is reflecte~ both 
in the increased patrolling in the tea..., areas as -..;ell 
as in the continued demands by Hanoi for public alert
ness against RVN spies. 

"c. The presence of the agent teams with their 
bversive potential in the mountainous areas, has 

~ , COMUSMACV, DTG 010930Z Dec 66. 

_,... "C. Tne presence o.r the -ap;_ent teams with their 
TOPfilECRET C-b-99 Annex B to 
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probably helped ~o prompt NVN lead~rs to apply the 
the carrot-and-stick routine to the tribal popula
tions in the country's Northwest highlands 
Persistent efforts to control and indoctrinate the 
tribes, combined Pith the preferential treatnent 
o~ coooerative tribal youths,_ indicate the reg~me's 
concern over possible d1ss~dence being spreaa t~ the 
highlands."* 

MORI DociD 

~' MACSOG ~~wman (C) 
to CINCPAC, "Erfects on NVN during 1966 of 

~=~;~ 
7 

and Timberwork {C) Operations (TS)" lq Feb 1967. 
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7~ 
C. (T~OVINFIELD REPORT, 1967-1968 

/ Th:-Brownf~eld Report was preparea b~· a group of off1cers 

l 

2 

fro:- CO!-.US!t,ACV Staff in late 1967 ana early 1968, following 3 

closely on the neels of the report prepared by the CINCPAC Su~ve) 4 

Group in November 1967. As a consequence, the BrmV"nfield Repo:-t 5 

has integrated jnto its conclusions and recommendations, comments 6 

on the CINCPAC report, as appropriate. The portion of the report 7 

dealing w~he agent team program is quoted below. 

11 1 ?) ££!}elusions. It is concluded that 

11 a. The long-term agents/agent team program has not been 
overly successful in terms of intelligence collection, harass
ment and interdiction of LOC, and ass~stance to downed air
crews. 

11 b. No success has been achieved in exfiltrating long-term 
agents/agent teams. 

''c. The reliability of most intelligence produced by the 
long-term agents/agent teams is quest~onab e. 

"d. Agents recruited for TIMBERWORK ) teams are of low 
caliber due to the highly competiti~ market for qualified 
agent candidates from out-of-country resources. 

11 e. The environment of the operations area has become more 
hostile as indicated by the increase in the number of internal 
security forces~nd a 1-aircraft defense coverage. 

"f. TIMBERWORK teams have caused considerable political 
\tarry to the NV Government. 

"g. The success of STRATA teams to date to penetrate and 
survive in the area of operations indicates that MACSOG 1 s 
plans to employ 20 teams in 1968 as being extremely ambitious. 

"h. The current staffing level of OP-3~ and the Strategvc 
Technical Directorate is adequate to support the TIMBERWOR ) 
program. 

"~~~definite phased planning is required. 

11

2/~-=CPAC Report 

"a. CINCPAC Conclusions 

"(1) The program should 

"(2) The efforts of the 
directed toward. 

be reoriented. 

TIMBERWO~ogram should be 

"(a) Development of a NOTIONAL RESISTANCE organiza
tion in NVN (SSPL). 

"(b) The establishment and maintenance of a lew-level 
intelligence apparatus in NVN. 

"b. Group comment on CINCPAC conclusions: concur. 

~ 
1nt.Pll1trpnro_p l'lnn::.,...~t:u-=. in lJUl\1 
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~'''' ''''"""""'''""' . 
11 Although it has been concludea t.nat tne TII·:OER'.,QR.!\ · / 

prograM has not been successful (based on the current ;~~n 
aJ.rectives \llth exl.Stl.ng restl.ictions), tne current organi
Zf.tion and apparatus shoula be _ _?ontinue~ for the follm,lr .. g 
reasons 

''(a) A complete phase-aown would be eviaence of a 
weakening on our side 

11 (b) The in-place agents/agent teams cause consiaerable 
political worry to the North 

11 (c) The present teams cause diversion of NVN military 
and security assets. 

11 (d) The US military should reserve (even on a stand-by 
basis) a capab~lity with some exper~ence in operations ~n 
denied areas against the time when policy may change. 

11 (e) The organizational nucleus, assets, f'acilities, 
and hardware to pursue or conauct UW in NVN are available 
and requ~red for the suggested reorientation. 

11d. Group comment on CINCPAC's reconunendations. concur. 

"e. CINCPAC Recommenaed Actions ~ 

"To implement a reoriented TIMBERWORK ) program, the 
following actions are suggested· 

"(a) Continue operations with existing teams to 
maximize intelligence collection possibilities and/or 
to support the NOTIONAL RESISTANCE organization. 

11 (b) Intensif:y and refine external recruitment both 
to improve operations and to spread indications to the 
NVN security of expanded operations (the latter will 
support the NOTIONAL RESISTANCE facade). 

"(c) De-emphasize the inflltrat>on of long-term Black 
teams, limiting operations to activation or low~level 
1ntelligence nets and secure base areas ~n tribal areas. 

11 (d) Develop a capability for short duration "gray 
singleton agent" operations in the high priority target 
areas 17°-20° North. Agents will be drawn from POW and 
Chleu Hoi channels to obtain relatively current area 
knowledge. 

11 f. ~P comment on CINCPAC recommended actions. concur. 

11 3 .~) Q!ou It is reconunended that: 

"a. The TIMBERWORK program be reoriented to de-emphasize 
the employment of 1 g-term agents/agent teams. 

"b. The main effort of the TIMBERWORK' -<ogram be placec: 
on intelligence collection and the dev~~m~~~ of a NOTIONAL 
RESISTANCE group in NVN. 

"c. The TIMBEJlWORK'~ssion statement be changed to reflect 
the current activi~J o~~the program and to reorient the 
effort as recommended mission statement is 'Infiltrate agents/ 
agent teams into NORTH VIETNAM for the purpose of supporting 
psychological warfare operations and the conduct of intelligence 

"'U'- ._./.,. u.,. ..... ...... ..,_._.._~ v.. "''•'- ...... ~[3 ... ""'" CI.U"" uv ........................ "'""" 

effort as recommended mission statement is 'Infiltrate agents/ 
-tro+- ... "T"cmu lrT~mt.TJI,_. "'~"" +-h~ -··----- _.,.. _, ____ .... ~--
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,~ 
collection Teams ~ill perform such furct1ors as target 
acquis~t1on, development of ~ntell~~e~ce nets, d~str1bUt10n 
of PSYOP mater1al, ana renderin~ assis~ance to aown aircre~s 
if feas1lbe.' 

''d. Every effort be made to e)filt~a~e selected long-term 
agents from NORTH \'IETIJAO: for aebrief~ng, p:>ogram reonenta
tlon and possible re-1nsertion 

"e. Every effort be made to recruit potential agent candi
dates from RVN. 

"f. A periodic review and analysis of the STRATA team 
program be undertaken by MACSOG to es~ablish a realistic 
goal of the number of missions to be conducted. 

11 g. New methods and techniques of infiltrating agents into 
NORTH VIETNAM be studiea."* 

D._rURITY REVIE\IS 1 

Two detailed reviews of the security status of the long-term 2 

agent teams have been performed· the~ review in 1967 and 

CAS/J-2 review one year later in 1968. The results of these two 

studie~ ~utlined below. 

1~)~. In a memorandum to Chier, SOG, the 

Special Assistant to SOG summarized the 

results of -survey 

"a. CAS has now completed its revie>~ of all active OP-34 
teams. The results of our findings are summarized below ror 
your convenience 

"(1) Probably Under Hostile Control. Teams ROMEO, 
HADLEY, TOURBILLOIJ and ARES. 

''(2) Doubtful Status. Team EAGLE. 

"(3) Probably Not Under Hostile Control. Teams RUMUS, 
EASY ALPHA, VERSE. 

11 (11) Missing/Captured (not reviewed). Teams BELL and 
HECTOR. 

11 b. Individual reviews, with suggested actions possibly 
pertinent to each team, are appendea to this Memorandum. 
With regard to the four teams regarded as probably uncontrolled, 
we understand the status of planning 1~ as follows; 

"(1) EASY ALPHA and EASY are being joined for greater 
defensive strength and to reduce the possibility of mutual 
contamination since they are operating in adjacent areas. 

"( 2) Team VERSE is to be exf1ltrated at first opportunity, 
since their viability in the present area is considered poora 

"(3) Team REMUS is being considered for reinforcement 
--~re-tap capability. 11 ** 
~~port, MAC J-3, "Ad Hoc EvaluatioP Group Report," 14 
~ _ ~~E~WORK (C) , pp _16-18 ( SACSA) . . _ __ 

with 

Feb 68, 

• .,.. .YI'SJ Memora:ndum-;-"Bpecial· ASs1sta·nt to cn1er , 1 SOG, "Security Review 
<"or OP-34 Teams," 2 Jul 67. 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

lbll11 
lbll31 

lbll11 
lbll31 



MORI DociD: 570370 

~ 2.~AS/J-2 : tCV Revie>~ Ir. i\ay 19'08, co;·us•.A.CV con-

.f.!.:-;:"~€a.r that the tean describea ~r. c.n NVN news release announc~n£ 

the cant:ure of seven 11 spy com.11anaoes" was Tear REr~us. JCS 

re-p:~ec that the c.evelopments with respect to REi-:US r-a~sed a 

serious question as to the security of all agent teams. ¥~CV 

~as asked to cona~ct a security survey with the assistance of CAS 

Saigon.~* The re~o~t of this surve~, summarizea below, not only 

concludea that all agent teams were compromisea, but also that 

~any basic errors in training and operating proceaures had contrib-

uted to the poor record of agent team operations. 

a. Conclusio~s of CAS/J-2 Report. In adaition to the four 

teams report eo under enemy control by the • Report, EAGLE, 

EASY, and RED DRAGON were also concluded to be compromised. 

b. The Enemv, The report brought out that the Minister or 

Public Security (~!PS), the opposition service in NVN, is a 

highly ef'fective organization and has 11 handled 11 the controlled 

teams in a very professional manner. As a result, the evidence 

of compromise was not easy to come by and required much careru1 

5 

6 

7 

5 

~ 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1~ 

15 

16 

17 

H 

study of many details to determine general trends and impressions. 10 

Specific glaring, flagrant evidence of hostile control was not 20 

found. It was the opinion of the surveJI writers that 11 those 21 

operations which have been doubled by the opposition were done 22 

so to establish or maintain penetration agents in place within 23 

GVII and US agencies, particularly within STD."**' 2~ 

c. Criteria Used to E•tablish "Compromised" Teams. The one 25 

factor which •·as identified as the most reliable indicator of 26 

a team 1 s comprorr.ise was its failure to respond to an order to 27 

exfiltrate. When the order to exfiltr~te has been given, the 28 

normal response has been the termination of communications 

>Jithin 30 days. The other factors although less consistent 30 

also warrant close scruitiny: (1) signiricant lapses in team 31 

communications, and (2) reticence to perform assigned missions. 32 

~
sg, MACV, DTG l~0830Z 14ay 68 
sg, JCS, DTG 1~220~Z May 68 (SACSA) 

) Report, CAS/J-2 USMACV, "Security Status of MACSOG Long
Term Agent Tea ';Is in NVN," 7 July 1968 (SACSA). 

• ~l:lsg, MACV, DTG l~0830Z 14ay 68 

/ Annex B to TOP ~c?::T ,... ,.., _"' ...,, 
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7~ 
d. Prct:lei' hreas. The problem areas, brie.fly ccve:-ec. 

below were consiaered to be the cause of the hcst:.:.e =:::n.-

prow~se of tne teams or the failure to detect ~ne c~-~~orise 

earlier 

(1) LacY of Pereonnel Comoartmentatlon 

11Throughout the operational cycle, tl"'ere- cccurs 
extensive overlapplng amon~ the agent-recrhi~e, 
co;~encing with recruitment 1n the same ref~gce 
areas of persons well knorm to each other ~ nc, sub
sequently, are assignea to separate rrissions ir. 
different target areas .. Lack of compa~t~e~t&-
tion at training facilities also creates a security 
s1tuation wh1ch can result 1n comprorrise. Tea~ 
members have been trained together, held in stag1ng 
areas together, and then are launched as separate 
teams into different target areas -- in at least 
one instance from the same aircraft."* 

(2) Security of Counterpart Organization. Some 

specific instances of poor security within STD ~1ere 

pointed out in the report (a) a member of STD's ~edical 

L 

6 

7 

B 

staff is the father of two members of Team EASY, (b) a 9 

senior STD operations ofricer is related to a tea~ member, 10 

(c) an STD guard is related to REMUS-8 and has been used 11 

as a point of contact, and (d) an unidentified nember of 12 

STD is related to the leader of Team HECTOR. 13 

(3) tiultiple and Imcompatible Team 1•Ussions. Assigned 

team missions have frequently been incompatible \'11th the 

team•s clandestine existence. The conduct of missions 

15 

16 

such as sabotage, ambush, wire destruction has been inimical 17 

to long-term security. lt 

11The situation in North Vietnam, where the 
population is unaer tight security control ana 
were a friendly population base is lacKing, r.akes 
long-term black agent-team operations self
defeating, regardless of mission type. To co~auct 
missions which call attention to the presence of 
such teams only hastens their cOmpromise ,,rw 

(ll) Frequent Resupply !>iissions and Unlocatea Resuooly 

Bundles The shortage of good drop zones in };VN has 

19 

20 

necessitated the repeated use of the same zone for a given 2l 

team. The re~ult has been to simplify the local security 

forces task of locating teams. 

~id, p. 8. 
~ I.Q_id.' p. g, 

forces task of locating teams. 
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(5) Autnentication of Tearr Secur:Ltv FollO\'ins Inser~~on 

The lack of scphist1cation in rad1o autheot1cat1on procea-

ures ana the rel~ance on STD communlcatlcns personnel to 

judge on the safet~ or auress s~gnal on 1n~oming messages 

his entire system in serious doubt. 

CINCPAC Comments The purposals of r,ACV and CINCPAC 

in view of the security rev1ew-finaings were outl1ned in an 

August message: 

11a. Continuance of the TIMBERWORK(~rogram. 
"b. Continued support of selec~i~-~lace teams on a 

case-by-case basis giving full consideration to safety of 

f'orces. 

11 c. Exploitation of in-place teams to further the 

diversionary program. 

"d. Maintenance and expansion of the diversionary program. 

11 e. Future insertion of' new agent teams into NVN to enhance 

the credibility of the notional program. 11* 

E. S7"r;;;NCPAC STRATA TEArr. EVALUATION 

.I" STRATA team operation were analyzed in September 1968, 

just prior to the bombing halt. The analysis message and the 

answer !'rom COMUSHACV provide an insight into the successes 

and shortcomings of the STRATA program one year after its 

incept~:% 
1~~-~CPAC Analysis 

~•a. As of 19 September, an analysis of the daily progress, 

after-action~ and debriefing reports received on the STRATA 

operations conducted over the past year revealed the 

following 

were formed from "(1) The initial threeS~ teams 

then existing TIMBERWO~ assets. Two of these teams 

were later dropped as 'unreliable and one was MIA on its 

first mission. 

~' CINCPAC, DTG 1104302 Aug 68 (SACSA) 

.1-L.I":::il:. JllJ.::i::i~On. 
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TOP/£ 
~ 

"(2) Twenty-four (24) r.lSSlcns n~~~ ueen concuc:e~. 

11 (3) Seventeen (17) means '13.Ve been !nfiltratec./ 
exfiltrated intact. 

11 (11) Three teams have beer. exfiltratec minus Ke.Y 
personnel. 

"(5) Teams infiltrated 27 Cct 67 a~o 1~ Hay 68 a!'e 
MIA. 

11 (6) Two teams are now in tne OPAREA. 

"(7) Only four teams (S-il4, S-117, S-115 ana S-119) 
appear to have completed pr.:!.-:ary mission of roaa\-,atcn and 
reported movements, truck parr.s ana no~or pool locations. 
However, there is no disce~~ible eviaence of tactical 
reactions to this reporting. 

"(8) Of the :f'our teams citea in (7) above, only S-117 
was exfiltrated intact. S-il4 was extracted minus the 
team leader, assistant te.s.r: leaaer, ana radio operator 
S-115 reported three members ,.IA as a result of fire fight: 
S-119 reported the team leaaer ana a scout MIA on recon
naissance. Except for two complete teams reportea as J.ilA, 
no non-productive missions have resultea in lost pe~sonnel. 

"b. Based on the above finaings, the following conunents and 
suggestions are provided. 

11 (1) Infiltration/exfiltration techniques have proven 
to be sound. 

11 (2) Agent and team training has improved over the past 
year, however, a real-time reporting capability coupled 
with tactical reaction to reported targets could further 
enhance team effectiveness. 

11 
( 3) The recently complete.c. :~ACV J -2 /CAS security 

survey highlighted the kno'.'.n and suspected penetrations/ 
compromises in the TIMBER.,"OF:K(C) program. The loss of 
key personnel on productive nissions coupled with the 
fact that TIMBERWORK(C) rescurces prov~aed personnel for 
STRATA teams suggests that a security survey be conauctea 
on STRATA assets and facilities. 

"(~) Since there is no available evidence that any team 
has reported a lucrative target wnich has been exploited 
tactically on a real-time oasis, request CINCPAC be 
provided information on STRATA real-t1me reporting capa
bility and STRATA-repartee target reaction and tactical 
exploitation. 11 * 

~~OMUSMACV Reply 

"a. Reference suggests a security survey be conductea on 
STRATA and requests information on: 

"(l) Real-time reportine; capability. 

''(2) Target reaction and tactical exploitation. 

"b. An operational security inspection of MACSOG will be 
;· conducted by a CINCPAC OPSEC tean on ll Oct. STRATA assets 

and ilities are included in that inspection. 

• Hsg, CINCPAC, DTG 210219Z Sep 68 

~-
f"r"\nrhu•'t-.Prl h-u ::.. f'TNr"Paf' C\"Po:::t"fO'f' i"<>~ ..... nn 
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11c. Reference paragraph a(l) through .(6) '.our messaGe, SOG 
conauctea 22 STRhTA insert~ons ana 21 e~trac~1o~s lnto/frcm 
NVH aur~n[; perioa 17 r.ar-28 Sep 19&8 One "ea"' (STRATA 120) 
lS ~lss~ng. Casualties were in~llctea on teals 114, 115, 
119, and 120. F~fteen (l5) STRATA casualtces (, IA) have 
resultea from a total insertion of 16~ perscnnel this year. 
Fift) -seven (57) STRATA personnel are no\/ .... r. tne operational 
status. Five enemy are known KlJ.. oy boay coJ.nt. On other 
occasions, mines emplaced by STRATA have been aetonatea ~lth 
undetermined casualty producing effect. 

11d Reference paragraph a(7) your message, following dls
cernible eviaence of tactical reaction to S7RATA reporting 
is subC'litted. 

"(1) STRATA 114 reported on 12 Jun 68 a tru~k park and 
motor pool in addition to other convoy information. This 
target was attacked. 

" ( 2) STRATA 119 reported on 5 Aug 68 a truc.k park and a 
by-pass trail. This by-pass information assisted target
ing officers in deciding flow of enemy traffic ana other 
probable truck parks. 

"(3) STRATA 115 reported on 6 Aug 68 a well used trail. 
That report coupled with enemy ground fire directed towards 
FAC aircraft £lying over that area resultea in air atrikes 
along this infiltration route. 

"(~) STRATA 118 upon extraction on 21 Aug 68 reported 
enemy troops. This target was attacked on 22 Aug in 
conjunction with a strike against known antiaircraft 
positions in same area. 

"(5) STRATA 115 verified the existence of a four meter 
wide road which had been periodically bombed by 7th AF 
aircraft. The STRATA team determined that this road was 
no longer used. This information resulted in halting 
air strikes into an unproductive area. 

"(6) STRATA 117 roadwatched Route 196. This route was 
round to be unused. Its status is reflected on the air 
target l1st. 

11 e. Reference paragraph b(l) your message, infiltration/ 
exriltration techniques are under constant review to improve 
performance and to avoid stereotyped operations. 

"f. Reference paragraph b(2) your message, one method of 
improving real-time reporting capability and tactical reaction 
is being considered. That of using the U-10 for radio real~ 
to increase time and area coverage for STRATA and other 
activities. 

"g. Reference paragraph b(3) your message, four members or 
STRATA 115 were lost after being detected in their base camp 
by a dog and tracking party. They were the team leader, RTO 
and two members. This headquarters attributes the loss of 
other key personnel to the greater risks assumed by leaders. 
STRATA ll~ lost its team leader, assistant ana RTO at a road
watch site. STRATA 119 lost its team leader and a member 
while on reconnaissance to capture a prisoner. 

"h. Reference po.ragraph ll ( 4) your message, STRATA has 
following real-time reporting capability now in use· 

"(l) PRC-74 for communication from teaM to FOB and to 
ABCCC. Link between team and FOB is reliable; link 
between team and ABCCC 1~ ~nr~liable. Causes are dirficultv 

"h. Reference oo.ragraob b.t4L_vour_messaQ':e_._ STBATA_has. ________ .. 

TOP~ 
7 
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"~'"'"'""'"" "' OmH, ooooo ""-'>''-" 0, 'M"'""'' v personnel, rap~a spoech by ~BCCC ana matcn1ng of team 
antenna to ABCCC frequencies ACD oroit L~nk bet~,o•een FOB 
ana ABCCC is 1nterm1ttent because of dis~ances bet~een 
stations. 

11 (2) PRC-25 .for corr..municatiort1J. between t.eam and FAG, at 
present spec1a-ly fraggea FACs (02-A) used for STRATA 
are available ror 1nsert1on, extraction, airection finaing 
and visual reconnaissance 1n STRATA target area Stay t1me 
for 02-As flying from NKP is approximately two hours 1n 
STRATA target areas. 

11i. The factors listed below lim1t the success of" STRATA 
operations 

11 (1) Operational techniques a~e still being developed and 
must be frequently adjusted to ~et the enemy's response to 
STRATA infiltrations. 

"(2) Majority of indigenous personnel have brief and 
limited military experience. 

"(3) There is no pool of' trained ~ndigenous team leader 
personnel to draw upon. 

11 (li) Operational area is within North Vietnam. 

11 (5) Terrain is mountainous and covered by primary 
jungle. 

"(6) Survival, mobility and observation are adversely 
affected by the north-east monsoon from November through 
April. 

11J. Based on the facts cited above, we believe STRATA teams 
have done as well as could be expected. There is every 
reason to expect that as selection methods for STRATA personnel 
and training are improved the productivity of these teams will 
increase.''* • 

-n. TOP£ 
COMUSMACV, DTG 01U~~6Z Oct 68 
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