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_ Memorandum for Mr. Lag é 2/26/47

IEGION OF MERIT

WFor exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance

of outstanding services to the Govermment of the United

States as Director of Plamning and Control, Bureau of Naval
Personnel, from August 15, 1944, to September 24, 1945. Re-
sponsible for the initiation, coordination and implementation
of personnel plans, Captain Hillenkoetter remdered invaluable
service in meeting the peak war effort!s changing demands with
the trained manpower necessary to man ships and stations, so
that the attack was never stayed for lack of the basic flow of
trained personnel. His breadth of vision and tireless efforts
have been of inestimable assistance in handling the varying
requirements of war and in carrying forward improvements in
the procedures and methods of personnel planning ard utiliza-
tion. By his brilliant professional ability and steadfast de-
votion to duty, Captain Hillenkoetter aided in maintaining the
greatest economy in the use of the nation's manpower and con-
tributed materially to the successful prosecution of the war.%

After the cessation of hostilities, Rear Admiral Hillenkoetter assumed

comnand of the battleship, USS MISSOURI, in October 1946. TUnder his command
the MISSOURI transported to Turkey in the spring of 1946 the body of the late
Turkish Ambassador, Mehmet Munir Ertegun. At Gibraltar Admiral Hemry Kent
Hewitt, USN, Commander United States Naval Forces in Europe, boarded the MISSOURT
and completed the remainder of her cruise, escorted by the destroyer USS POWER
and the cruiser USS PROVIDENCE. The MISSOURI anchored in the Bosphorus, off
Istanbul, where the body of the ambassador was removed and the ship was opened
to visitors., After visiting the ports of Pirawus, Naples, Algiers and Tangier,
the MISSOURT returned to Gibraltar and from there to the United States, arriving
in Norfolk, May 9, 1946. This visit of the MISSOURI to Turkey was the first
visit to that country by a U. S. warship since the shakedown cruise of the USS
CHESTER in September 1930, During this cruise, Read Admiral Hillenkoetter was
awarded the Order of the Pheonix, degree of Commander, by the Government of

" Greece, presentation being made ab Athens on April 10, 1946, and was awarded
the Order of Saint Maurice and Saint lazarus, degree of Commander, by the Gov-
erment of Ttaly, presentation being made on April 22, 1946.

Rear Admiral Hillenkoetter was relieved of command of the MISSOURI shortly
after this cruise and on July 29, 1946, reported to Paris, France, for his third
tour of duty there, this time as Naval Attache. His selection to the'rank of
Rear Admiral was approved by the President on November 28, 1946.

In addition to the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal, and the Purple
Heart Medal, Rear Admiral Hillenkoetter has the Victory Medal, Atlantic Fleet
Clasp (USS MINNESOTA), and is entitled to the American Befense Service Medal,
the Asiatic-Pacific Area Campaign Medal, the American Area Campaign Medal, and
the World War IT Victory Medal. In addition to the Order of the Pheonix, degree
of Commarnder, from the Government of Greece, and the Order of Saint Maurice and
Saint Lazarus, degree of Commander, from the Govermment of Italy, he also ha&
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