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Sherman HigH School

Seth^ Vest Virginia

. eianuary 10, ^1969

Senator Robert C* Byrd
Senate Office Building
'Washington, D. C.

Dear Senator

We wish

Byrd:

to ; call to your attention the* enclosed article
which appeared in the Charleston Gazette today. As you are
probably aware, the activities of Don West have been xonder
question for some time.

lyu

In the i^ebruary 1, 1958^ issue of the "Firing Line"
published by the American -Region, Donald West is reported ^

|

to have appeared before the Senate Internal Security Sub-
^

committee, October 8, 19^7^ and invoked the Fifth Amendment -s

fifteen times when questioned about membership and activities
in the Comm\mist party.

In 19U9:. West was identified before the House UnAmerican
Committee as being the director of the Communist party of
North Carolina and district organizer of party apparatus in
Kentucky. Prior to this time (in 1932) West and Myles Horton
founded the Higlilander Folk Scbool at Monteagle, Tennessee. In

1957/ this school was identified as a "communist training school"
by the Georgia Commission of Education. It is further reported
that West has supported many other Communist front organizations.

We are concerned that the same Don West is now speaking at
:ing, inasmuch as BCAN (offshoot of Vista) has been
:he

I

controversiale^school lunch program in Boone
County. This organization .has been responsible for creating agi
tation and animosity in varioua ways, as you know.

^

the SCAN mee
involved in

' In regaM to the aforementioned BCAN- sponsored lunch pro-
gram, our lunch program supervisor reports an overpayment of

;

$I(.6ij..70 for lunches for needy children in Sherman. This program
is how in its third month of operation. An explanation of this

,

situation is too involved to include in this letter, but we will
be happy to provide, upon reque>st, an extensive report which will
discredit th^ present existing program. As the BCAN representa-
tives were aiLlowed to appear before a subcommittee, and their »

proposed project apparently accepted without question, we feel
it would be- only fair that school official's should have the oppor-
tunity to present the actual f.acts.

9

ALL INFORiVlATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

DATE m^ BY.

Hv;^'-^

^ I
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j Senator Robert O/Byrd
I Page 2

I

January 10, .1969

We feel that the . anti-poverty programs in our area have
revealed the; same type of mismanagement -as has' recently been
reported by 3.nvestigations of other programs by the GAO and
the FBI. As 1 these programs are federally funded, surely tax
payers can expect and 'demand programs that are properly con-
ducted, and xjjhose -philosophies are not in conflict with the
f>rinciples or! the American way of life.

I

" U^lrs. J

Lshford, Idlest Virginia 25009 ^

(iVtrs.)

Pevtona- West Vir>cr1n:Kfl 2Si£i

(Miss J

Peytona, V/est Virginia 2515^4-

j^

Uk ;.

7

'^"^^

1

[1

i

t
\

1

•
.

• ?"?

. 'i J

hi
"

hic\\

'

.1 \

I

i': i

* f.

;

>tC*

'.
f.

i ;



^ .

^--4

t it

r

i:'

iB^AN to Hear^
j,

-'Don West Speak!
ORGAS - Don West willj

speak at tonight's meeting of the!

Boone Countv Association for the-

Needy '(B-CAN) at the Oi«as,-

Community Center.

West is founder of tbe Appa-«

lacbian South Folklife Center ati

Pipeslem, Summers County.

Also on the agenda at the 7\

p. m mectinfi is the installation!

0/ Mrs. l>eona Adkins as presi-l

den of B-CAN.
' '

M
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Honorable Robert C. Byrd
United States -Senate
Washington, DLC. 205IO

Dear Senator Byrd

'D

'^.s

Recently in the paper there vras an article
concerning activist groups^or^ni^zins^m^^^^^
Such an organization could very veil create riots
simultaneously throughout West Virginia,

Activist groups are vorking in our colleges
to stir up the young people to revolt o Such a thing is
a disgrace to! our nation — and of all things, this
organization is requesting tax payers funds to be us,ed

to suppori^ itj.

help us.

I do so hope you will do all you can to

Respectfxilly,

s^

(Mrs

Huntington, W-Va,^ ^^701
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VOL, sro* VII, no. 3 Februa^ 1, 195S

COI-S^nmiST IMFIIgRATIOH IN THE MID^OUTH. PART II
11-

^ •;, In continuing tbe Jantmy Ip 1958 Rlrin.^ Idne exposure of subversive '

| I j

. activities in the. Souths the foiloi-iii^ suppleicents our report on the Goimmxaist" Jf \]f^

/

edited periodicals ^ Southern Newslette^^^o During Ms appearance before the (^3' i/^
Senate internal Security Subcommittee on October Z^^ 1951p DO!J^Ig^»^^^Sg of i^}A

, IffD 4,j^ -Douglasville;^ Georgia^ invoked the FiSth Adendsent over~5^t2^?"tThen
questioned concerning membership and activities, in the* Gonmiunist ?q:s^'^p UoSoAo':
WEST stated he ^-not a'isember of the Coiosm^ist Party at the time of his
testimororj hovrever^ ciaiHed the Fif"bK Amendsient wlien asked if he iiore a namber
of the conspiracy
^latemal Security

^-
' I'JEST x-as

several housjs prior to.his schediiled appearancoo (See Sosmte
Subcomiid,tteej> Cosmmism in the Fdd«-Southj> 1957^ pages 25«*31o)^

bom near the tovjn of Eilijay^ Gilmer .County^ Georgia p in , ;

1909o ' Public records reflect tie has been professionally actibb. in imw di« ^'\\

versified vocatiods- including the fields of agriculture ^ education^i journ- 'j

alisHp poetry and religiono He "worked Ms my tlirough^ Lincoln Memorial '

University of Ha3:^og^te^ Tennessee and subsequently received a bachelor of
divinity" degree/ from Vandorbilt University in Ifeshvilloo . WESI testified he -

supplBmented Ms education .by "advanced study" at vax^ious^ other institutions
,^> ii?. the U^ted-'Staijes and currently laanages a farm on theOhattahooches River

Douglasvillep Georgia « • He tJas

and has publislied a book of poetsy*

in suiiimariaing VJEST^S affiliation loith the^ ComHrunist Earty^' 'ROBERT
MORRIS p'CMef Couni3eliof the Senate intez^nal Security Subeqnimitteej> stated
VIEST "ha's;been one of

j
the more prosainent OojnmuMst organissors in the South

'

over a period of years o" The testimoz^ of a mtness before the House Ooia-

mittee on Un-American{ Activities in 1949 reflected I'JSST has been a District
Director 'of the OoHHunist 2^::^ of Norbh Caro3i.na and District Organiser of
•the Ib-rcgr apparatus in Kentuclsyo' I^JMle appearing before the Senate Subcossimittee
last October,- W^l refused to s-fcate if he ever liad been.^?in charge of the Comm« ;'

unist Party in Atl^tdp G-eorgiao" (See Senate' Internal -Security Subcommittee
j>

Comafrunisjd in the iad-South-> 1957^? pages 25«27o)

;^. Wi932,^
in- Monteagicj Tenne;

ing school" ty the
Commission's rspra6>>

Institute of Applied

IjEST and MISS HORTOH founded the Highlander Folic School
essee^ vMch tjas identified last year as' a "Comsminist train-
State of Georgia CoEimission on Educationo According to the

iteST has" supported other Ccmmmii
Jl! Peace MQbi-ii^ation^ IfetxonalFei

i;iJio Arts.^ Sciences .and Professions
can! Peace MgbfJ^
1 Uounc2.1 of tlis

t-f^9ut |njeggr||||^^^^^£
.eratxon

P People ^s

Religion and the Southern Conference for Human Welfare«

COteRIGHT 195S B2 THE- MUSRICAN lEGIOH '

.
' -

SEfSQDIIGTIOJI BI VfflOIB OS PART WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION IS HlCSilBITBD
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la thQ spring of 1955p ^ffiST was hired as a '3ay minister by tloa 01im?ch
•of God of tho Uiiioa Assemlxly in Daltoup Georgiao During i%rcli of that yoar^^

• WES2 and the Ghnrcli's national nodsrator^ HE?, CH4RLIE !• ER&TTp commsnoed
publication of- a .monthly newspapsz* called She ,Southerner • at Chatsvrorth Road
in Daltono llie new publication \ns liailed in the ifey 2^ 1955 edition of the
subversive Hatioml Gxiardian which stated *^tho Guardian is delighted to trelcosne
.with warjnsGt good vjishos a n^\r 'voice of the peonle ^ o g

o

The Southernero" \IE3T
.invoked the Jlfth Aaenteent before the aforeisentioned SemteSubcozamittee-when

"

asked about his affiliation vdth Yha Southemey^ (See Senate Internal Security
Subcormitteop Coinr>nini3m in the J^ad-South^^ 1957:^ page 263 - "ifetional Guas^dian";^

10-17*55 i> page 6»)
j

1
.

'

. , . ;

,1 '1 '

"

'

.
IiTEST was listed as editor of She, Southerner and his staff included '

the fpiloidng contributing editors according to that paper's January 1956
' editions Ha-JARD Bd-JLIHG^ JOHH Re BUHGH^ HSRiS CARTimiGIITj HAHSSR E6 DILIAEDp

.
JACK GIIESp MORRIS |a. IS2#I0HS5 BUFORD Wo P0SE2, BIRON Ho REEGE, KAROJU D* S^JDERn
ALVA Wo TAYim^ AUBREa: WILLLAIS AI® 3SE7o JAIfflS Ho WIL50H* After \mi invoked ^

the Fifth Ajaendment before a Whitfield County (Georgia) grand jury investigating.
Caajsrunist activiti<^s in October 195^i> the Church voted unaniincrusly/for his

^

e>:pulsionci. Accordiiig to a^ nevjspaper report^ W^T suddenly left tho Dalton area
j

in the middia of January 1956 and apparent3y advised no one of his destination^

Ihree months Jater^ WST appeared in Alabsma editing and publisliing

Montgomery^ ^ADabsud^ as a miling address^ The follo;dLng mxe The ,.ifevjr 'Sgaty
£^^?g.K!a contributis:^ editors ^ all of ^^oa were fomer3y staff Eieiobers of
CHARHB S^'ERATT^Ej ffhe Southerners ESRRSC GAREffilGIITA WAIffER E« DIUABD^ MORRIS
lEIMONSj) BUFORD' P09EX

xsaues

GARTlWJGffl;"

i Recent
letter Q? Post Office
VffiST and" EERRy
is a sponsoi' a^id

3aianages its circula
HoTOsiber 1957 ediiti

neirslette:£*« He sta
crying x^ed: today*
keer> alive and give

,
MTo EEn}mU»s--vo5?Jc

. positive . oxpressidzi
Bade it seem advi.^i,

for the taB3 being^'

whatever aid- you

t^^

eaU

On page- I4
editorial appealed
tlie Scrath go fortjar^
the hideous Ifeai

do? In the larger
relations

;> more dcffiiocratic

pi*ojocts^ Join ono
to you then virite f

BSIOH IL i^SSOE J AUBREI WILLIAl© AKD ALVA Wo^ TAILORp

of identified Comranist EUGMB FELDMAN's goirbhern HexfS^

.

B(»: 13Q7f, Louisville^, Ip Kentuclsyp reveal both DOEIID Lo"
are current3y affiliated vdth this publicationo VEST

editorial contributor of g^uthe^rn^^ arjd CARTiflaiGKf
tioi d^partmento An entire page of Souynern,,ge;vfslett^^^

j

en tjjas devoted to a isessage frcaa VJEST urging suppcz^t of the \\^
ted

I

in part as foHoiiss "Intelligent arbiculatioa is a -
'

|

-

3IJGSiffi FEISma in hi^^ Southern Ifewletter is striving to 1

a inedium for such esrpressiono For a long ti^a l^ve !movni
- am adiaired ito His efforts to keep alive this organ for |

desesjive our best support© Sinige circumstances and events j

i^^v-j/^J^j^ necessary to suspend publication of X he' Hei-r Southerner
I urge :^11 those who^ supp02?ted or subscribed to it to lend
tp Ifrr, FEn)MN% efforbs in this Kevrsletter«;,«

«BiRDS mkMkums. ?«

of the October 1957 edition of §:S^h^Si.:^Bi^tt^^^ an "

io readers to ^oin the newsletter in a **crusade to help
"

]

The article atateds ^%'e dare, not slide bacla-ard to
racist sooi(&'igr vMeh the IQan plans for uso Vlhat can you

bcims^ there are snany local groups arorking for better race
'

' voting prcceduras^^ school integrat2ion and sisxLlar
of "tliese if ycu can* If a local group is not avtii2able

l\

i

'i

i ,'

1:

3r info2?mation to one of the South-idde or^tnisations^

^O
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Jo^'irB. febblish, president, of

:

(]om:ix Two,. Column One)

-iev<M*ji<cas f t^iwig. ;j.Mr=V,,T-^ti

: 1"^_^^ftf^&^^-^^ '

'""^^ ^'

Directox'v Says^ He's 5fot' A Cwnmianst^^ . S ^ ^^vS^i^ lunar. oro

_ <i»^v^ ,j.*v^^-^^ would cire»-

At Coiiccfd

"M|i|3>r^'

)^S

j)ro-^

•Uhe
rper

ppor-

rgan-

liools

d to

^/ r8-
*

»ard's

ad its-

'Voted

'

sejd it.

t per"^

ed ,foi!

es of
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-•By PAT ROSS

Rev. Donald West, founder of

tlie Appalachian South Folklife'

Center at Pipestcm, said Tues-

day night at Concord College h^
"absolutely is ^ not a Commu-
nist." •

West padded, "I will tell this

to any- ^individual,, but not. to in-

v.esUgators, because it . is none j 'capital,

ofl^eir^usiness.' 'I am .willing |. *«^|j q£

LastvFriday West -was/a guest

of the .Office of Economic Op-

portunity in Washington. D. C.',

where.he -spoke, to a group 'of

representatives .on the aims and

•purpose of his farm. He added

;that during the summer he had

.taken. 93 children to visit 't h e

to let, my life be my defense.

I am not ti'ying to do evil, but

good." '
^ . ,

:

Speaking before a group of aiy-

proximately, 40 'members and
guests of the* American Associ-

ation, of University' Women, the

former' University
^
of Maryland

professor continued, ^*'I am' an

orilained minister and I believe

very devoutly ^nd-- deeply in the

policies 'of Christianity.*' ''^ *^

. The former newspaper, man
said -he and -his wife invested

their life savings in the Combin-

ed orphan's home and' 'training

center located at Pipestem. ,At

the annual folk festival last

summer, ^ children representing

all races and creeds -were pres-

ent at; the SOOracre ^farm to takej

part in the learnuig program .on;

'southern mountain life

these children -weVe

^dropouts from, school, and due

ito this "one significant visit,., over

; half have '^returned, to some type

;qf schooling program.'*' '
'

:

i 'West- said he has included a

'recreation center tor children

-on his farm with facilities for

'baseball,' ^basketball :'and nu-

.merous other .games. / , ^
; Care; of ,mountain orphans has

Ibng'ibeen a favorite' .project of

his, < Rev. West .said, and/the
•farm'now 'accomodates 36 chil-

dren." Any orphaned child can
receive care and,,,training at the

center, -and anyone Is-.'welcome

"4f they come" in^ the/ interest Fifth

.and ^name ,of* Christianity,'! ^y-est

said^' '^ ^ /' ,

'

' Speaking- on "criticism he- Has

received locally, Rev., West-said,'

'"I ,do, not condemn anyone be-

times in 24 hours.

A target date for the .

ing was set for Dec. 21. With .

days required to cover the quai

ter million miles to the moon,

that would mean that Apollo 8'

commanded by Air Force Col.

Frank Borman, will be looping

around the moon on Christmas

day.

. . Apollo -8

The Apollo 8 • spacecraft al-

ready is In place atop a mighty

Saturn -5' rocket on a Cape Ken-

nedy launching pad. It original-

ly had been scheduled for an

earth orbit flight, but the early

excellent performance of Apollo

7 has prompted officials -to con-

sider the moon - test^ which

would be a vital step toward a

manned lunar landing next

year, . ^

One drawback* is 'that the

crew of
;

'-Borman, Navy Capt.

James ',A. Lovell and Air Force

Maj. William- A.' Anders has had

only limited training for a luiiar

flyaround.'

The plan could be wiped out

altogether if somelliing serious

should go wrong ir the- final half

of the Apollo 7 mission. .
^

But as the halfway ,
point

ncared, everything was perking

tojcstlfy as a matter of princi- along fine ^except for the peskjj,

ple„ not .because he -had anything . cplds. plaguing.^ the astronauts in

causje they disagree with me. I

have a right to my own peace

3ust as they."- - *- - "^
'•

- He said any reports that he is

a '.'Conimunist, running a hippie

camp or aXomiminist camp Js

conipletcly false',/ and that any-

one is free to 'visit the farm

at any time.

West has« studied mountain life

and origin intently.. ^He said he

is eager for the people of- the
mountain area to * become ac-

quainted' with their heritage,, he

told the group.,

"The southern mountaineer is

stereotyped as the Little Abner

of Qogpatch, These conceptions
'

ai:*e untrue, and "along' with
helping 'the underprivileged 'of

the mountain -area," I would like

^^to disprov,e, these misconcep-

tions." , . / .
"*

West -was attacked recently by

a Princeton ^
weekly , newspaper

on grounds that he- took the

Amendment before . a

congressional committee ^ in the

1950s. He said later hg refused

to hide. , : I
\heir'^lofty sick 'bay.
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.RC-3£RTC. BYRdI OSS

]
0CT-U.I96S 1

jf Spanishburg, West Virginia
October ll\., 1968

>-^H

The Honorable Robert G, Byrd
United States Senate
Washington,
d;g.

Dear Senator

of much talk
have heard a

Byrd:

I have been electedl lillected to send you these enclosed
clippings' frbiti (Che Princet;on Times; and Bluefield Telegraph
about the prbj^e'ct, "Appalachian South Polk Center", which is

den'ce and faith in you, individually and public-
voted—100 percent' that this concern be put before !

In my doing
actions in a

this at their request, I realize there are limit-
things, so use your own good judg-gment..ItL

Thank you sinceVely for your time.

ec./lb

ahia concern in this area. You, as well, probably
DOUt it. •

.

'''
.

The^GOTmiiJ;^^^ of the United Methodist
Church (SpanLshBurg ) is primarily at whose su^sgestion I am
writing. ThpLs brganization is aware of the fact that another
in Washington, who represents West Virginian»s has shown interest
in this (as Clippings show). However, the organization having
utmost confi
servant-wise
you.

With kindest regcards. b6 ',

b7C*
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PRINCETON TIMES, -

-''•

V
'

•

DearMnPedneau,

i am. iseginnlng to wonder

whether \ or hot your game of

throwing' poison darts at Don

West wllihot boomerang. You

are glvlngS^hlm prlmepbllclty

space and' Increasing stature

'by associating him with some

if the people most respected by

West Virginians. Shall we place

the "yellow arm band" on such

people as Paul Kaufman, Mrs.

Wlibur Cohen, William Bliz-

zard, Jay RQckefeller, Mayor
^

Llndsey, The' Beneduni Founda-

tion, etc. because' you dislike

their poUtlcs,^ or ''something"?

What terrlblethlnghave these

people done? Don West Is de-

veloping: a Folk Life Center

designed to house and train

chlldren« who cannot fit In else-

where. This Is'thebestdescrlp-

tlon I can glean from the Times.

Tliere evidently are public fi-

gures Interested In Ms project

and contributing to'it. You say

the Legislature of Tennessee

found fit to dismantle a similar

^school In their great state. You

do not say what their lega}

grounds were for doing so. TTie

legislature of Tennessee has

found fit to disbar many acti-

vities In their state which other

states' have found quite normal.

One cannot teach the Darwin

theory of Evolution In their

schools. Tlielr laws governing

the ,sale and service of liquor

are confusing to most of their

neighbors.

What does Don West teach at

his school that Is so galling and

apparently dangerous? What do

you know of his curricula? How

do young people qualify for his

Institution? What comparable

Institution can our alelnated yo-

ung people turn to besides the

'

Folk Life Center? What doe^s

Mercer County offerits young

people that they may safely

spurn Don West? He swore un-

der congressional oath that he

was not a communIst...accord-

ing to the Princeton Times.

As long as 70U are determin-

ed to make ourtommunity aware

ofDonWestandPipestem,pl-

. ease Include some facts and

pertinent information about his

Folk Life Center.

Very sincerely yours,

Margaret Harrison'-

Ppute { Box 40

Mrs. Harrisoni "

^

^
^ •

First let me say that I have not accused Mr. West of being a

member of the Communist party. The purpose of these articles

are to demonstrate that there Is historical justification for an

investigation. .>
*

^^

Before answering your questions, perhaps it would be well to '^

give a brief description of Communism as far as theory goes.

Karl Marx was of course the first man to set forth a full theory

of Communism. Other men had played with the notion but Maa

was the first to make a serious attempt to organize the doctrine^

into a political system.

Marx's idea of Communism was entirely economic. He said

that someday the Industrial workers would unite to overthrow

the capitalists, They would do this because the capitalist was

paying them less than they deserved. The capitalist was jaking a

great deal off of the top and calling It profit. By eliminating the

capitalists, the workers could run the plant and keep the profits. *

He went on to say that a great revolution would take place and i

the end result would be a society with no government or laws.

Until this occurred though, a dictatorship of the workers would \

exist. According to Communist dogma, the Soviet Union and Red -

China are in the midst of this revolution and dictatorship.
^

However, Marx'had one basic flaw in his theory. He assumed

'

that man was perfect. Actually, Man's theory wffl never get'

past the stage of the dictatorship, For once a small group of men

get absolute control, they will not release. "Power corrupts:

Absolute Power Corrupts Absolutely.'' .

Hence, we have supresslon of the Individual's rights. We have -

.
a tyrannical dictatorship bent on getting all of the power whjch 'it

can.'

Any person who professes to believe in Communism must (1)

disavow the existence of any God - the State Is the only Supreme

Being, (2) he must believe in the overthrow of all forms of

government which are not 'Communist - Including the United

States, (3) he can only be satisfied when Communism has con
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quered the world.
^

Tills is Communism, and it clearly Indicates why we in the

United States should be so "pick/' about allowing such a system

to thrive. And it will thrive, because it promises people pie-In-

the-sky dreams which can never be realized.

Communism today is nothing as Marx conceived it, It Is

absolute, violent, and tyrannical The individual can say nothing

against the State. The plight of the Czech people demonstrates

ttlsfact,

1 do not believe that there is a ''Communist Conspiracy^* of

any size in this nation, but this isn't to say that It Is an Impos-

sibility. After all, the Communists managed tooverthrowthe Rus-

sian Czar in 1917.

We cannot allow our young peoplt to be bombarded with Com-

munist doctrine. It can 'be made quite enhancing. It promises

equality of wealth, and food for all, yet it only delivers tyranny

and suppression.

'

No country is Immune to Communlsm.^'This Is a fact we must

face, and the best way to see that Communist dpgmadoesnot

get a foot hofd is through public explanation of the system and

Its faults. "
.'

^

.

' '

Don West has, done nothing at his Camp in Plpestem which

violates any laws,, so far as we know, buttestimony by one Paul

Crouch before the House Un-American Activities Committee

raises questions. Croucji testified, "I knew him very well, for

many years, as Don' West and as Jim Weaver. He was district

director of the' Communist Party of North Carolina while I was

district organizer...,'*

West stated In testimony before the samecommitteethat he was

not 'a member of the Communist Party at the time he was being

questioned. He took the Fifth Amendment when he was asked if

he was a member prior to his testimony.

West maintains that he took the Fifth only onprincipal.It

seems that he would take the Fifth on every question then, and

not answer some while answering others,

Tills is Justification for an investigation Into West's present

activities. He Is not in the McCarthy Era now, and he has no

need to take the Fifth Amendment on principle.

As to the names of West Virginians associated with fte Camp,

whether iamous or infamous. It is merely a senlcetothe

people. Presumably, these people know something abouttheCamp,

or think they do, and could answerquestions concerning it. Others

mentioned, while not elected officials, do offer a variety of

sources for information concem'ing the Camp. We assume that

•these people, would have thoroughly investigated the Camp before

signing a letter supporting solicitation of contributions to it.

'

What is wrong with Mr, West oi?anizIng a place for children

who have no other place to go? First of all, these are not really

'children. Tlieir ages run, according to Mr. West, from 15 and up.

If these are orphans, 1 would hate .to see a young adult. If these,

children have no other place to go, it Is only because they have

no desire to go any other place.

We are the first to admit that we don't know what's going on

at t1ie Camp. The attempt to give everyone a "run-around" on

the. activities at the Camp only enhance our suspicion. We don r

laiow what they are being taught. We surely wouldn't "bug"^

the place, As to the comparable Institutions to which these young;

people can turn, 1 would suggest the Church, the schools, work;

their choices are many. •

Tie Tennessee legislature dismantled the Highlander Folk

School for 'subversive actlvltlcs,^ Just as Arkansas did Its prede-

cessor. Commonwealth College. As to what constitutes subver-

sive activities, I would assume It means the advocating of the

violent overthrow of the United States government. Is this reason

enough?'

It is. not a matter of what Mercer County offers these young

people in place of Don West. We need offer them nothing. We

don't give teenagers Coca-Cola so they will stay off "Pot" or*

*'Acid." You seem to be Implying that we must bribe our children

away from Don West. Rather, we must teach our children right -

and wrongi as well as practical and Impractical, Hils is the

answer, not bribery or blackmail,
.

Dave Pedneau
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^ Sen. Jcnniiigs Jlandolph, D-
W.Va., made a "fact - finding
tour" of the, Appalachian South
Folklife Center at Pipestem in

Summers County^ Saturday but
but was unavailable fdr.com-^
ment afterward,

Randolph said one* of his pur-
poses was to check reports that
the center, run by Rev. Don L.
;West, a 60-yeaf-old Universal
Christian Chiirch minister^ exer-

f'cises "so -, called leftwlng,

.'Conununist or neo-Communist in-

fluences."
^ /

'The center*.at Pipestem is a
, 350-acre farm run by West and
his 'Wife for the benefit of or-

. phans, poor youngsters and high
school dropouts., West said
earlier the camp is financed by
;his savings and grants from' two
.foundations.

^

I
Randolph sent a telegram to

the . Bluefield Daily Telegraph^
'earlier Saturday stating that he
'had been invited Ho speak at the
camp Saturday niglit and would
take the opportunity to inspect

^'it for subversive inQuences.
* "If tliere as reason why that'

^institution
[, should liot exist . in

1 *'

'"West Virginia or elsewhere Jn'
tlie United ^ States.," Randolph*^

said, ";''.;.r* would, hope to as-

certain those reasons."

Randolph also said he wpuld
deliver an address on Ameri-
,canism to the young people at'

the center, and "encourage" the

youth to, learn and • labor and
grow into community leaders

and) builders of a better society

tlirough understanding and faith

arid justice." .
*

,

Efforts to locate Randolph for

comriient on. his .findings during

the inspection tour of the center

were unavailing Saturday night."

The Senator failed to respond to

several telephone messages ;left

at the center.
J

A Princeton weekly newspaper
recently described the camp for

young people as "danger to the
security and freedom o^ this na-
tion." It said West claimed Fifth

Amendment protection in 1957

,
when 'asked whether l?e was a'

Communist party member. .^'

"
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DON WEST LIVES IN A TRAILER SITUATED ON CAMP GROUNDS.,

In an editorial a few weeks ago, we pointed out the need for a / School was heir apparent to another subversiveorgSilzatlon known
thorough investigation into Donald West and his so-called^**Appa-v as the nommnnw(»alrh nft?T(»crA.

*

lachian South Folk Center" at PIpestem.Nowthat request becomes
a demand. Increasing amounts of evidence indicate that the Camp
can only be a most devasting influence to Southern West Virginia

and the entire nation. \/
I Actually, this "Folk' Life Center" is nbtthe questionable West's
first such endeavor. According to reports of the House Committee
on Unamerican Activities West was involved with another similar

school in Monte agle, Tenn.

The Highlander Folk School, as it was known, was abolished by
an act of the. Tennessee Legislature which charged the school with

being a subversive organization.' As a matteroffact, the House On
Unamerican activities has concluded ' that the Highlander Folk

as the Commonwealth College.

Commonwealth College, started by James A. DombrowskI
and Myles Horton in 1932, was convictea under the laws of Arkansas
of displaying the hammer and sickle and openly teaching Commun-
ism. This school was controlled by the People's Institute of

Applied Religion, which had been organized by the Communist
Party. Employing a quite logicaMdea, its adovcates believed that

religion was such a strong force in the South that only by comparing
texts of the New Testament and Karl Marx could it ever be

successful. \ ^
*

*

'. In 1959, Senator Alford of Arkansas made the following remarks
on the floor of the United States Senate. **The legislature of the

^great State of Tennessee, only a few days i ago, authorized an

^•^-^"'--'^'^'^---^Y-^^^^^^^-^-^^^^^ypr^,^^^^^
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* investigation of Communist influences In Highlander Folk School

in Monteagle, Tenn. This school was founded in 1932 by Myles
Horton and Don West. It is a southern meeting place for persons ,

who have been leaders in race agitation formany years. Many who
'

have gone in and out of Highlander .Folk School have records of

affiliations with Communist and Communist Front organizations,"

.
For those who would like to confirm Alford's statement, we

1 refer you to pages 2544-'2S49, VoL 105-Part 2 of the Congressional

!
* Record for Feb. 2 - Feb. 24, 1959,

I However, far more than West's name has been heard in the

5 halls of Congress. He ha? been before the Senate Internal Security '.

Subcommittee. He appeared before this committee on October 28^

1957, giving his address as RFD 4, Douglasville, Ga, West Invoked

the Fifth Amendment over 15 times when questioned concerning

h ijia^
'K^w.Ai->*H>^

'irX' 'i^j.f>^Hrki^^KM^^fm'^

a

membership and activities In the Communist Party, U.S,A, He

•stated that he was not a member of the Communist Party at the
^

time, of' his testimony. Howevet, he retired to the safety of the

Fifth Amendment when asked If he was a -member prior to his

scheduled appearance before the Committee, This can be confirmed

in a report entitled "Communism in the South" by the Committee

and completed in 1957.
,

Does this lead one \to wonder about our FolkXife Center at

^

Plpestem?
; .There is more evidence to be revealed at a later date, but the

above surely represents enough to justify some typ^ of invcti*..-:-

tion. Bill .Blake, editor and publisher cC the KanawhaValley Leadt^r,"'

had this to say last week In an editorial In his publication. *

"The people of Plpestem are beginning to .whiffthat dirt farmer
^

Don vVest may be involved in.more 'Dirt* than farming". We tend'

to agree.
' West himself presents a striking picture* He claims to hold a

number of degrees Including a divinity degree from Vanderbllt

University. However, he Jaunts around the hills of Plpestem

with bib over-alls and a hllibllly hat on his head. He purports to

be extremely Interested In the folk culture of 'our area, yet his

history- Indicates that "his Interest In our culture may only be

a disguise. ^ _
/

The camp itself Is situated on a hill far off the main road with

only one road leading Into the camp. It is.quite Isolated and visitors

to the camp can be seen well before they reach Its pre-fab

buildings. •

"
*,

'

There Is little doubt that Communism, as an active force, does

reprcssent an ever-present danger to our society. Consequently,
** any such organization as West's demands Investigation. If nothing

^^else, it will at least assure residents ofthe safety of their society.

SPRICE 10 CENTS 14 PAGES, ONE SECTION
;
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The editorial in the Kanawha Valley Leader concluded by saying

that, "although WlUiam Blizzard in his State magazine story des-
cribed the Pipestem Project as 'Don West's dream" those more
knowledgeable or more willing to accept the ever-present Com-
munist Conspiracy as a fact of American life are more apt to

believe that the Appalachian South Folk Life Center may become'
Plpestem' s nightmare."

Here we must disagreeWy slightly with Blake. It may become
West Virginia's nightmare, Don West and his supporters sent out

letters to area resldeiitsj asking for contributions. Therefore,
arcajesldents 3re justified In visiting the camp; At least drive by

/

!
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^SINKS GROVE (RNS) ^ The
^,^^llowing .mem'b.ersl of -the Sinks
Jwove Promenadfers Square

^'^ ihce Club attended the
>lh itlinburg Hoedo^yn in Gatlin-

\y -T, Tenn:, over Ihe weekend:
L?^rr?fnd Mrs. Fiancis Pence,
^"'-^-'"'^ IMts. DenAis White, Mr.

If, Arthiiij Baker,. Mi\
> ^•>^Ilichard Ferguson,
^"'^i^ale' Beckett, Mr.

Jc^Windon .and

iriGA^.re Mr. and
cm -K, Mr. and

asjviji aaahnnd Mr.
enrich

%
Inc., in Covlngtbn, Va. ^ '

Pvt 'Eskins' Wife,.* Parol, - as

the daughter ofl-Mr. and Mrs
Cliarles ISf, Hogsfett of Alderson.
Following completion of basic

combat feiningl • Pvt.- Sskins
was promoted to^ay grade E'2
under an Army policy providing
incentive to outstanding train-
ees. He" will take|adv$inced in-
dividual training
Calif.

at Fort Ord,

^^^»rill go to Pipestem-^frdm;**
tlie Elkins Mountain State *,

Forest : Festival, first to • the -

state* park ior conferences and
a guided tour. Then I wi31 meet
my commitment to address the .

youth. I assure both the friends
and the detractors of the youth
center at Pipestem that I will

stress -Americanism. At the '

same time, I will be on a fact-

finding, nussion *as I check on
the activities of the youth cen-
ter, as well as the development
at the state park.^*

RNS) — Mrs,
cceived word
irothers have
within the

CLASSIFIES dispi;ay

T*^ o«JX '
?

\ i

f^

t^"



\\

"
t

pr

ie
JO

.:or

C.

le

t,

of

id

'C

33KKINS — rne^^'following

stateihent has beea issued% by

Sen. Jennings Bandolph. (B-W.

Va.) concerning his scheduled

appearance at v the Appalachian

South i'olklore / Center in

Bipestem at 8 p.m. today:

"There is a camp for young
people at Pipestem in Summers
County. It is directed hy Hev.
Donald iL. West on his 350racre

farm* as the Appalachian South

Folkliie Center.

The Charleston Gazette has

des^- ,
year-old
mryland pro.fessor/ a

'Universal Christian. Church

ainister — and a hest-selling

loet (v/ho) says his camp is

designed to help, orphans, poor

youngsters and ^igh school

koDouts get a better chance

iI^%e."

and yippie mlvemcnts :—have -'

snoken to m*e About the -reputed

helpful progmm at the center.

Some of them asked that^ I

speak thei^ to the -young folk.

I accept^J Tiiere also is at

Pipestom one of e^ur major state.

parMrojecls fod -which I have
hoM worjcing in federal

^^®f*^;f^^t
inent persons interested m
work for ' improvement and

enrichment of America's youth

-and X do not mean the hippie

j^tssistance for se /eral years.

Jam
BSNNING, Ga. ^ Pvt
e s. M. Sskins, 20

son of Mr. and 3Vlrs. James

HINTOK (ItN$) -^ The MiUer

Memorial Mctliodist Church

was tlie scene Tuesday for a

Bellepoint 4-K Worker .
Club

meeting. /. .

Kew^ officers fleeted for the

coming year were: Keith

Bartgis/ president; Joe Ball,

vice president; Janet Osborne,

secretary; Becky .G o i it s,

treasurer; Sherrj' -Ferguson,

game leader; X^ouann Bartgis,

song leader; and Ann Meador,

reporter. -
.,

Sherry ]?erguson was named
chairman of -a committee id

arrange for a 4-H display, in

store windows. ^, ' , '

Attending- wke Janet
Osborne, ^ Becky Coins, Ann
Meador, Sherry .IS'erguson,
David CUnbeli, Joe Ball, Greg

U^ll. l^hetfc Hitter, IseiUi

Haniuih, Jau NevHon, Elckey

rHardin, 3lobm Keed, Xathy
Juffman,* 'Tammie Jufiman. .

'

Kathy •Wiiley, Kathy. Deeds,

Louaiux Wiiley, Louam Bartgis,

Terry Shanks, -Teressa Butts,

Granville Dilley. Uichard Han-

Dorthy Kichmond, Mary

H. Sskins of Alderson, has been

presented the. American Spirit

Honor Hedal upon completion

of 'basic corfibat traming at the

Army Traioing Center. •

According to fiXQ citation, Pvt.

Eskms^,pompany A, lOtb, Bat-

talion, '2nd Brigades displayed

all tiie qualities reQ.uii*ed to

earn this siejnificant avvaxd.

Throughout his eight weeks oi

basic com^bat tx-alning, he
demonstrated the honor, loyalty

and patriotism which 2iot only

earned him lihe privilege of

receiving , the award, but also

the respect and admiration* of

his superiors and fellovr

soldiers.

Pvt. ' EskinS" distinguished

himself as a ' true American
patriot and his spirit, deVotion

to duty .and attention .to detail

will serve ,as an* excellent ex-

ample for other trainees- to

follow* ^ *
-'^

The training center " was
established at. Fort . Benning
September 15, 1965, and since

December 1965 has graduated

more than ;l.45,000 soldiers from
basin cpmbi^t training. ^

f nc-i immm -iin^t Vjlli^r fimf
liui\s ahd'iiufjb t^ltiiH' uullis. ITol,

its basfc missiojit making .better

combat \ infantryhien, •. s t iH
dominates.

'Pvt B*skms*%vas graduated

from AldersoE High School in

1965 and atteaded West Virgiiiia

^Vesleyan* College at Buckhan-
nah, Dorthy it^f^~' j^^fj^ nonr^^tee' he; was a mcmbor
Joe Sergeant, J^mdy ^ergu^pn,

^^ .^^^^_^^ ^^^^^ ^^.^

nity. Before entering the Army,

(;nMY
f

1. r

I contacted the. Department ;

of Natural [Resources and ar-, :

ranged for a lafe Saturday af-

ternoon tour of the Pipestem .

State Park Development .to

precede niy oyening 'session

v/it3i the teenagers and adults
^

whom I hdve ^en told wo'^d

form t}ie aiidience. ^ -^

I have since Jearned that Kev.

West has Icome under attack

by persons! who allege that he

is a man ;of "iteftwing tenden- ^

cies."' Allegations are made
that :Rev. West is or has been

'

a Communist. I have received

communications . from three

West VirginiansI uirging that I ^

not speak at the center.
^

If there* is reason why that -

institution; should not exist in

West Virginia cfr -Elsewhere in^

the United, States at the expense

of Fvev. West's savings and vnik

assistance* from privately en-

dowed foundainons, I would

hope to ascertain those reasons,'

If there is valid reason for the
^

camp to continue on the basis'

of Meritoreous performance, I -

would wish to; see and hear .

the evidence if Hie youOi at

the center are coming under
so-called leftv-lng, Communist
or ^^eo-Qomm'imist Influences

and >need; to receivfi solid in-

doctrinafion in rAmericanisni.

^I will ; talk; with them of

_

Americanism, 1 was not asked

to speak on any particular sub-

ject, but il have, determined to

make my address on ''The

Shield of Freedom." Those
present will hoar me tell the .

insphring .story of those patiiots
"

who sighed '6ur Declaration.

o£ Independence, I'll encourage
•

the >-outh' fo -iGJ^irn .and labor

.

mi' im ;m ?iimrmmH:s'

society llu'ough undeiisUnUiui^

and faith and justice.. I wHl ^

speak, in- advocacy ' o£
Americanism, of respect .for-

American .tradiUona and o?

obedience to the laws 'and. tlie

good order of our nation. Cer-

tain]^,, i would not ' further* wi-

any^ degree either. Comsitpnism
or anti-American efforts". I aVn.*

aga5p***--+'Hose forces. 1/
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. -^The **Folk Life Center" at

Pipestem, West Virginia, Is

continuing to arouse concerned

,

Interest in this area. Alslmilar
institution situated in" Mont-

"

eagle, Tennessee was outlawed
by the Tennessee Legislature.

Recently, the "Folk Life
Center" mailed out letters to

area residents asking for con-
tributions. The communications
was signed by a number of peo-
ple, some of whom merit men-
tioning.

The final statement In 'the
letter read: "Won't you Join us
In helping make this program
work by sending a contribution

and making a regular pledge."
State Senator Paul Kaufman

of West Virginia was one of the

letter's signatories. Kaufman
was defeated earlier this year
in an attempt to capture the

Democratic nomination forGov-
ernor.

William C. Blizzard of the
Charleston Gazette was another
supposed signatory to the letter.

Mr. Blizzard prepared a feature
article on the Camp for the
State Magazine, a Sunday pub-
lication of the Gazette.

A Concord Professor was
another name which appeared
on the list. This was Sydney Bell,

Associate Professor of History
at Concord. According-to an ear-
lier Interview with West, Bell
was to teach a class In World

-pvJi^^;^n^^i!^^.raj, .>;^»M^^

Affairs during a siunmer ses--
sion at the Camp.
Among the other names of

local people which are present
on the list were: Russell Lilly,

City editor of the Hinton Daily

News, Denzil Lyon, president

of the Pipestem CommunityAc-

^

tion Association, and James V.

Overdorff, former Director of

the Mercer County Community
Action Program.

Other names of prominence
have also been associated with

this questionable undertaking.

Jay Rockefeller, present De^
mocratic candidate for Secre-
tary of State, has made at least

one visit to the Camp,
Mayor John Lindsey of New

York heads some kind of agency

BY DAf,

which Is concerned, directly or

Indirectly, with funds which have

gone to the Camp.
Mrs. Wilbur Cohen, wife of

the Secretary of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare, has made vi-

sits to the Camp and presented

West with two anonymous don-
ations of $5,000 for the Camp.
The Benedum Foundation of

West Virginia has perhaps
blindly contributed $1,000 to the

Camp.
Speaking of notable persons,

there Is one group of outstand-
ing West Virginians who ar«
overlooking the Camp. These
are the mfembers of the West
Virginia State Legislature. It

would seem that there is suffi-
cient evidence to warrant an

!rivi^'-^^M^?>s^fjvr^^v^^i^j^^i^^^^^^
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Investigation into the Camp and

West's objectives.

Certainly, until some investi-

gation Is made Into the Camp
.ind those associated wltH it,

any contributions made to the

project would be hazardous. Su-

ch monetary help may be finan-

cing a center for disruption aniJ

chaos.

" The following quote was taken

from the Congressional Record.

It was contained In a speech

made by Senator Alford. **The

legislature of the great State of

Tennessee, only a few days

ago, authorized^ an Investigation

of Communist Influences in

Highlander Folk School atMont-

eagle, Tennessee. This school

was .founded in 1932 by Myles

Horton and Don West. -It is a

southern meeting place forper-

sons who have been leaders In

race agitation for many years.

Many who have gone in and out

of Highlander FolkSchoolmeet-

ings have records of affiliation
'

with Communist andCommunist

front organizations,,.."

**
***

This speech was made in

1959; a few months later the

legislature abolished the school.

Our legislature should at least

take a close look at the Camp
atPlpestem.

I

t
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MRS. WILBUR COHEN, WIFE OF THE
SECRETARY OF HEW, IS SHOWN WITH
DON WEST

Letter To Th9 Editor

fesf Is Defended
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1706 Darst St. ^ -

Charleston, W. Va. 25311

Dear Dave Pedneau:

I have never seen such a complete' violation of the ethics of

journalism and a free press as you committed in your article

"Pipestem Camp Raises Questions of Internal Security" in your

September 26 issue.

First you seek to inciteyour readers with a barrage of thoroughly

discredited scare propaganda, then you clearly issue an invitation

-| to violence against Don West and his Folklife Center, by issuing

detailed directions, suggestions that the place is "isolated",

and urging your readers to "drop by and allow West to know that

you know he Is there."

I haven\t seen anything worse in a newspaper since the ravings

In Hitler's personal organ, the "Volkische Beobachter,"

Let me make this clear, Mr. Pedneau. Don West Is a valued

member of our union and a friend to thousands of working people

in West Virginia and all over Appalachia. If anything happens

to him or his camp, we will hold you and your followers personflUy

responsible.

I would advise you to retract these scare flrtlclen nnd male a

p'jbHc npology to Mr* Went and to your reader.n-

Sincerely,

Jim Williams, Chalrmrtn

Local 189, American Fcderfltlon

of Teachers, AFb-CIO
{Edttor^ii Note: Think Again, Brotherll) i *
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? ^'Wlth public opinion nothing can fall; without It nothing tan
| :;

'succeed/'

.

@ @ tenter At m
i©

: A few months ago, tajk began flying around the area concerning

;; a supposed ''Hippie'" Camp locatednear Plpestem. Tales of beard-

- ed creatures and free love circulated quite In this area.
*

; Forthe mostpart, thesetales are gross exaggerations. Perhaps

we should be a little sorry that they were not true. We can handle

/ hippies a lot easier than Idealistic liberal crusaders who promise

: cures for poverty and the like. Hippies would at least stay to th-

emselves and aboveall would not send but letters asking for finan-

cial assistance In the continuation of their antl-Amerlcan confusion;

The Comp situated at Plpestem Is a direct product of the "War

on Poverty.'' It Is undeniably attached tp the federal give-away

programs which are so quickly sucking the life blood from this;

nation. . .

'

.

We do not believe that .the transportation to West Virginia of

high school drop outs, ex-Vlsta workers, and liberal college pro-

fessors will result In ''The enrichment of the mountain economy."

Furthei^more, we oppose the sanctimonious use of religion as a

robeto hide the unanierlcan philosophies to be propounded at such

a school. A plece.of correspondence from the school describes It

as "A universal Christian Center In the Judeo-Chrlstlan tradi-

tion." The writers of such a line must.be bowing their heads In

shame, for outspoken atheists teach at this school. Never can we

be convinced that an atheist can teach In the Judeo-Chrlstlan tra-

dltlon. \
^ '

'

I'

l:
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As long as Don West and his Camp stayed In PIpestem bothering

noone, we remained silent. Now, however, letters are being mall-
ei from the Camp asking for financial support. We cannot be silent

and thereby allow people to contribute to such a cause.

. It Is quite probable that the Camp will become a headquarters
In this area for activism and leftist teachings. It may become the
Center for civil disobedience and trouble. With such names as
Sydney Bell and James V.Overdbrf on th^llst ofthose who contrl-.

buted, we can see little good coming from. the project.

Such camps andprograms as these havebeen fundamental In the

enclting of trouble elsewhere. We have no need for them around
here. Any contribution that Is made to this Camp will be a contrl-
'butlon toward the rulnationof America. '••"'

^,. Cnerthing is certain; An "Appaigchion.South Folk -Life Center'*^;2;*

cannot succeed in a place where it is not wanted. Perhaps we sh-
'

ould let them know this fact. ^ '

^
Above all, don't allow sky- in-the-ple promises for development

|

of this area numb your senses. It takes no sense at all to reach >

the conclusion that the "Camp"' is a liberal and activist danger ,to .
\

, the, security and freedom of this nation. :
^

., i

with an election year fast com'Ing to a close, West Virginia
' voters and particularly Mercer County voters should look toward
a governor's candidate who offers practical solutions to our most
difficult problems. - '

Highway work should be of prime interest. Voters should look
for the candidate who offers the most satisfaction In this area. ,

The entire of Mercer County Is In dire need of roads. Rock DIs-.
trict MUST have roads.. If a state administration does not soon do
something to Improve our highways, we can place the blame on
them for our depressed income and buying power.
We cannot be convinced that we should wait to see benefit from

our tax dollars. We have waited now. We find that isome of our tax
money has been stol^.by corrupt officials. '

.
-

.

Inthe, nameof West Virginia and particularly Mercer' County, we
must elect officials and a governor who will do something for us.

:l" ?">l^pf^''^';:5=?s?^?^!?R^^
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HiNTON,*WEST VIRGINIA

ROBERT C. BYRO, b'.S.S.

. JAN U 1969

January 11, 19^9

Hy dear jSemtor Byrd:

^ I appreciate my getting to talk, to you on your recent

visit to Hinton, Yours was a very busy schedule and I do not

know that ray information or impressions of the local Comimmity

Action Program are of any value to you.

Enclosed are some newspaper clippings that may be informative

I

and the inclusion of which I xd.ll explain later in this letter.

I deal -with poverty and the results ^ of poverty daily in
li«i£;iVA'Af.V7>.\).'4s(.w

my

personal

panions

Jt is very real to me, I have strong

feelings that no child should have as constant corn-

hunger and privation. To me the program of the Office

of Econoinic Opportunity was another attempt at alleviating some

of the poverty and want, without strong guidelines so that the

attack could be more tailor made to local situations,

ter over two ^Tears^^of-^familiarity T^th the local Com-Aft

«M'i.-ft5^V.?S«i^j;53j^,.^^,5!Jf7?5IWr

munity Auction Program, as ar

Director

r^*^

impressions

^w<Kri»v*4p^aawjwf5«jfti\\K*3^53iF>t/;t

S.^^A^S-:3vS2^^4>V^OfUi^^v^4Sl«v^;v.^c^^^^

s, and the VISTA program locally, I have gathered the „

on that this effort of the Office of Economic Oppor-

has! in great part, been misdirected, I realize these

A

bb
b7C

^*'p*'«ii"i»T.«»4^rwym n». 1

•Hnv«V«*^"n44yf>w^»«^41^ ^vtiW^a^At^M^^^^HMMNHviL

are personal and may be in error.

Vi^

H
I
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The people that are in a position of administration, from *

iWrtVi.T/ffc'VHty.-r^i^t,,^*.^^^

the local level on into Washington, appear to be quite inadequate

for the gobji They have misused the resources at hand, both
t^'^'Tj^'fw^-Mt^iWf'AWiiaf?. >W(W>jt<«?.i«:itf«s-j^

human and material. • I would expect there would be an attempt

to fill the
J
voids or some of the voids in policies already in

operation by agencies of the Federal, state, and local govern-

ments that have been working with poverty and the results

of povei]ty for years. The OEO people should, when possible,

try to Qo-operate with these_agencies, seek advice, learn >

by other agencies* past experiences, and not duplicate present

^'w^*^\si

or
I
reinstate past programs that have failed. Instead '*

eration, the OEO people in many cases appear to try

and embalrass, supercede, and alienate a number of public agen-

cies whose 30b is working with the poor and undet;privileged

.

a sideline^ or maybe a primary project, there appearis^'^''*'^^^^*|i

r
I

k
tempt.

As

to me an

ship per

P

attempt, >athin the OEO, or as a result .of the OEO,

' to create some sort of power structure that we may all end up

saddled with. Enclosed are some newspaper clippings that I

think are an indication of this effort locally. Not included

here ar^ two front-page stories appearing in the Princeton

Times, a weekly, unfavorable to Mr. West. Nowhere in all this

newspapejr coverage have I found any details concerning ade-

quate facilities, that is a physical plant or conpetent leder-

sonnel,' for the proper establishment and maintance

:t

.
' \

\
'
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, of a camp for under privileged youth. Our

I

of the Community Action Program, Mr#

is mentioned in one of the clippings as

Mr. West, somewhat like the pussycat

protecting the lion. I do get the impression from the news- .

paper stories and Senator Randolph that Mr, West's ability in

'his undertaking and his objectives for his undertaking are

not to be questioned. Who am I, as an individ\ial or any of

Mr. Wasi*s neighbors; to question such power and apparent

respectability. Recently, I am told, Mr. West has taken part

in the training of VISTA 's at his farm.

I ijope all of this may be' of some value to you, and

that I have not made a clown of myself by imposing on your

limited time.

Cordially

.b6
j

b7C I

b6
b7C

Honorable Robert C. 5yrd.

U, S. Senator

Senate Office Building

Washing

t

-'^-•*:d

on, Id. *C.
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' Since the appearance last- Monday of.

an editorial noting the presence of "vigi-

lantes" ia Summers County, several readers

have called or written to say it would be

more nearly correct to say' that most of the

"vigilantes" ^who are harassing, Don West

at his Pipestem Folk Life Renter live in

^
adjoining Mercer County. *''%^

' The Gazette didn't intend' to condemn

v^.'^'.

^> :

.^:^

the people of Summers County, andi indeed, ^

,' ,took pains to note that the "vigilantes"
,

areri'.t typical of Summers County people.

. Our critics are right, however, when they

say Mr. West's school has some determined

enemies in Mercer -County. ^ s *

'

Pipestem is near the Summers-Mercer
bordor. Regardless of the side on which
the greater number of Mr, West's enemies

'

, live, all of them doubtlessly are inspired to
* some extent by the fnlminations which ap-

^
pear more or less regularly in a' Mercer

^County newspaper, the Princeton Times,

The newspaper's attacks 'are based on
.Mr. West's past associations or alleged past

;
associations- and rely most heavily on his

refusal to reply to testimony that he was
a -member of the Communist party. The

' tesiimony, as far as the Gazette can deter-

mine, was given to the House Un-American
Activities, Committee in , 1949. This was

'

nearly 20 years ago, or only slightly less

remote in time than Sen. Robert C. Byrd's
membership in' the "Ku KIux" Klan.

The Times has nev/2r-jnade it clear just

what sort of 'dangers lurk at Pipestem, al-

though it seems to be suggesting that what-
.ever is going on there is certain to be un-

wholesome. It is possible that it is bur-

dened by the Southern fear of race amalgam-
ation. The Oct. 3 edition quoted from' the

Concressionar Record a. contention,that Mr.
West once was associated with the High-

' lander Folk- School which was a meeting
place, for "leaders Jn race agitation." Most
of us know that when a Southern congress-

man speaks of race agitation he means the

effort to obtain, equal rights for all Ameri-
'gan citizens, a dastardly undertaking indeed.

The same edition notes that the school
^at Pipestem^ appears to have the support

of such notorious persons^as State Sen. Paul
Kaufman, the Charleston air pollution cru-

sader; William C. Blizzard, a writer for the

Sunday Gazette-Mail State Magazine; Rus-
* sell Lilly, formerly city editor of the Hinton
Daily News; Denzil Lyon, president of the

"' Pinestem Community Action Program:
Sydney Bell, a history professor at Concord

flCollegc; and the Rev. James V' Overdorff,

who attempted unsuccessfully tO' practice

Christianity in Blucficld.

-i

' L
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namti.s ^o»»tI siinsfar. And Ihat's riot a1?. It

notes darkly that John D. Kockefcllcr 2V
(jthe well Imov/n Marxist) visitjjci the school

' and that Mayor Jolm LiJidsay of New-York
' heads an -agency which is conccroed with'

funds which have gone to the scfiool. Mayor
Lindsay, perhaps in an effort to disguise

' this I;ind of un-American activity, was one
/of the endorsers, at the BepuWican National

Convention^ of^^Uchard M, Nixon. Further,

says the --Times, Mrs. 'Wilbur Cohen has
visited ihQ school hearing: two anonymous
donations. Mrs. Cohen/ is the wife of tlie

man wlm heads the Denartmcnfc of Health,
Kdtication and WcUavc, an ajTency of the

U. S. government, helieved on the Far Kight

. to he an alien power.

This massive docnnientation of thq evils

existing atrPipestem was concluded with^a

suggestion for a legislative investigation of

the school, "there, is sufiicient evidence,"

the -Thnes declares, neglecting to mention
any. '

'

. ^
We suspect the harrieij Don West and

the fair-iiiinded i^eople of Summers and
Mercer counties "would welcome such an in-

vestigation if it would end, once -and for all,

the question of Mr. West';s alleged guilt.

But investigations cannot settle the ques-

tion of guilt. Courts can. The Princeton^

Times and the vigilantes it has aroused
should confront Mr, West in court "ft'ith the

crimes they believe he has committed. This

is the American way. Pr it used to be the

American way.

il
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^ There -i^ a gang of unprincipled vigiK

f^ antes jn Summers County which could do

vast harm to West Virginia, "its people, and

. their reputation for fair- dealing.
.

^
. These mfen and women, tddng their cue

'

from tlie techniques of thought-controllers

- in the 'Soviet Union have launched a cam-

apaignjof harassment against a man who

has harmed 'them in no way — but, to the

^

contraily, came 'among them in the dourse

of an effort to raise the status of mankmd.
'

Theii* victim is Don West,, who has at-

tempted to fulfill a lifelong dream by estab-

lishing' a school at Pipcstem to teach ethi-
^

cal .behavior,' mountain - lore, crafts, and

civic ifcsponsibility and to impart to stu- ^
^ dentS; many of them underprivileged, a

" sense i)f belonging in America.

Wd know little about West except:.

'

Thl't he has a consuming compassion for

"
thQ dikadvantaged; that he has devoted

^

much bf his life to ^ the labor movement;
;

that he is a! gentle and sensitive poet; that
^

he lovis ,hi^' fellow men; that he believes
'

^

in the practical application of the teachmgs
^

of Chrkt;'and.that he declined to answer a
,

'

auesticin regarding the Communist party

I
when 3he question was put to him durmg a

shameful petiod of American life when sus-

picion dominated good sense. '
'

\

He has! explained, that he declined to

; answer 4he question, as many people did

at the time,!, on the grounds that it was in

'suiting. Many people were offended, m tht

\ 1950s, When jtheir national loyalty was ques-^-

- tioned. Hundreds of decent Americans also;

refuse(^ to. answer the same question durmg
;.

'

the feame period for the same prmciple; /

. . The vigiiantes; reacting to the nameless \

\ terror^ of trie 1950s, have taken up the same
;

' jackal cries that served as slogans for the ^

; know Nothipg groups which .
flourished 15 :

: ' years igo. They want-to drive Don West out

'

of Suiimerd County, we presume, .although

no.dat^ they have brought not oneaccusa-

tion beyond the blanket charge that they.

•find^ him to be a suspicious character.

' These vigilantes are beneath contempt.

We advise Ihcm, for what ij's worth, to con-

front Don West in the courts with specific

.

' charges of misconduct, or ti-cason, or what-

ever crime they believe he has committed.

This is the American way. Nothing is more

foully un-American than the slanders that

are now being, whispered by the would-be

thought-controllers and their despicable at-

tempts to influence responsible citizens

^ against a man^ who wants only to live in

peace and do tl?c work he, believes he has

heen called to do. . *
'

Thank God the vigilantes -area't typical

'of West Virginia and Summers County,

where the decent majority has never stooped

to character assassination — not even dur-

ing the incredible McCarthy years of^ hate

.

and hysteria; ^j /_ __ .,^,

,

''i^:^
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V -• jOfganiiixwpfis known only to,
•

• ^Dr. Carl- Mclntke, • PhoebQ
Courtney and Mae Luddy, is m -

the form of a dossier. It con-
sists largely of -llstmgs of for-

. i mer associations since deemed
/subversive by the' state of

I

Tennessee and notations iha:
J West has invoked the- Fifth
.

I
Amendment -when questioned

.
concerning membership in the -

*
' Communist parfy.'

-

' '" r • \ >-
' WEST HAS replied to most

,
of. this, ^xplaimng tliat -he dn-

^/-voked the constitutional safe-
;^guard as a matter of princi.*

'

*,,ple, as many non-Commuaists

. I

M-
f s

Acaiairy7'i3owever; «^.,._^-y

atheistic. Comrnie pretending
io he a. college- graduate and '

mtent on teaching the princi-
(

'^\^B of Marxism to shaggy J

•mountain' boys would affect

'

"neither overalls nor suit. He ;
would wear a^hunting cap and ^

a matching tan pants and ^

shirt outfit with an electric
\

blue suit coat and pasteboard *

Halian-style shoes' with point-
ed toes. From his lapels would
aangle medailions denoting
nme years of perfect Sunday
School attendance. He would
'tie moderately, di'unfc on cheap
•booze and quick to' weep at
the' mention of \h^ word,

S^^
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fhumay. Oct.- JlrlSSS The diarleslou Gazelle'SC' :
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. ATHENS - .A wmh^v
,
of

Summers snci ^Mercer - .county

yesitot3 ^r^ tj^ingflo pUn
ft way to prevent *'be§r joint
crusaders** fironi harming, the

Rev, ppnaW \Yc3t m}i a youth,

folk camp lie Jias started at

Pipostm, SymiTiers County;
Joseph Hatfield of lit. 3, Blue^

fiel^v executive ((JireclQv of th§

Mercer County K^^^^^^^c PP*
portunity Cqj'p,| is ixiailing to

hi^ Jicquaiptances »5Pii<>Mnce-,

Rieiits that say ;j ^ - ..

^ ^*By now ' you * prpljsii)jy

I{jig\v of t]io ^ittaplt? on Poa
Wc^t by tiie pHnpetoii a*lme§

ml tjift.qtbons for fe Pre-
vention of A«ti'

^fjltriiiion into Summp's Cpun-
ty» , » 1

AineVjjcait in-i

^*Becau?e ftege deadly rumors

are ^elioved' ])y many of tlio

*b6^r joint -cru^fiders' and

many well'laiowii Qod-fearlpg

PQopte,. we.M tliat Pon^g c^n*

tev I^^m fenger, of 'Jieing de-

stroyed'. ' '
'

,

"Doiv believes that all of'tbis

v/Ul go .awayj Wi, knowing th^se

popple, I don't l?elievo Jt; will

pass lintll ^ey succeed in run-

ning him out' or destvoying him.
**Many p^ Pon'^ Aionds have

Qontficted mo to gtgrt a movo-
mont to help him, and a meet-
ing is planned tov Thtu'sday gt

the hom<3: or Sid BqU ^t i'20 Caid-

WOlJ S^, AthoUft,

*/Ifyou qould ROtS.sibly ma Ice

it to this meoting, a movoment
egm to ^^Vo Pon'g works^

and maybo ftls KJe,''

The opponents of JTv. West
have quoted tostiniony that iie

^Vfls s Com3T)iini?t' in tlie early,

1930^, but he d e 1 a r e d' in

Charleston Sunday tli^t he isn't"

and nevov has becin ^ member

'

of t)ie Communist parly.

Aft *»\r. •vmni n Ai*^^rt4>*i^ *;*ii«,vr

( *
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(Editor's Jfotft: The rouow-*"
;ng is -tile t(ixt of a tHo/^taxx.

irom Sen. Joiniing:.s Uiiiiaolph'

^f'uceritiiijg: Jas visit today' to

Pipes.teni Stafce i^'\Tk and the
,'

• Ofinter, at Pipestern,) '

^j&y^Sen. JenDSngs Eaiidolph

Kt/IciNS^-There is a camp
for yo\jng- pcctpfe at Pipcstem

in Summers ;Cotinty; It is direct-

ed by JRev. ODoKald Xr. West on
ills S50. iLcivi farm as the Appa-
lachian South FolkMfe Center.

'

The Charleston Gazette htm
described Rev. West as a 69
yi&ar-oUl "retired -Uiiivorsity of
Avfaryla'nd proler^isor, Iniiversal

Christian Church mimster aiul a

best seUing poet (who says iiis

cam-p' is designed ' to help 'or-

phans, poor yoimg^ters and
high 'school dropouts get a bet-
ter chance in life"). ' *

,
Mtirty Rationally prominent

.persons interested in work for
improvement and enrichment of
American youth—and^ I do not
mean, .the hipi)ie and yippie

movement—have .spoken to me
about' the re;puted helpful pro-
gram at the center. Some of
tiheinf ask that I .speaJc Uiere to
the young; folk. ,X accepted
TJiere is .also at PLpestom 6ne
ot o]\v .major state park pro-

ject io^ which i have been
working in federiU- ass^istance

for several yeai's. I contacted

--" *'*-''»' /-."V ^-^\A^'%^f/'~ "^-^ ii^V^W^M

j

'1

, >'

the IDepaitment of >vatural Re-
sources and an-angfed for a late

Saturday afternoon tour of the^

Fipestem S^tiJ^te , Pai;k develop-
hient to precede my evening'

session .with the teen-a^ers and
adults v/hom J Iiave been told

would form th& audience.

I have smce learned that Rev.
West has' come imder att*a.ck

by persons who allege that'he is

a man of ''leftv^ing tendencies."

Allegations are made that Rev.
West is or has been a Com-
munist. J have received oom-
nnmications fi-om three West
Cirs:inians ur^ng , that xf. not
sjpeak at the Center.. .

If IJierc is BX^ reason v/hy
that iaistitution shmild nofc.ecsist

in W.e:.t Virginia or ei^^^^vUm&^^^ "'^^''

? -. . ^ ^Shield of JFreedam." Tnqse prr:-
ent will hear me tell' the in-

in the-United States at the ex-
pense of Rov. We.st'a saving.?

"and wdth assistance from pri-

vately endowed- foundations 1

would" home to a'^ertain those

spiring story of those patriots
who signed' our declaration* of

^independence; I'li encourage the

reasons. If there is" vaUd'rea'^^'''"^^^^^^''
^'^ ^""^ ^""'^^ ^"^^^ vsna rean gj-Q^^. ^j^^ communitv leadci'sson for tile camp ijo -continuo^

on- thQ basis of meritorious per]'

formance, X would wjsh to se(
and liear the 'evidence if th^;

youtihat the center are .coming
linder so-called left-uing Com;
munisfc or neo-Communij?t ini ,,^^ . f» fu i , , »

j

emence and need to receive vaS Tl,V!!.'
'^'*? ^"^ "l^^^f-

indoctrination in Arnmice.r^X^''-^^^^^^^^^^^
1 Vfili talk with thftm oi

and builders' of - a better so-
ciety t through' undcrstandms
and Taith. and justice, "

.

.

I ^flU speak in advocacy ofil

Ameiiicanism out 'of respect foi'||

,
American; Hradition and obedi-^il

jl ence 10 the laws and the gooii

AmGricani^in. I was not nnkc
to speak bn any partic^i'lar nv^
jeoi; but X have - detemtncd

I

would mi, further in any del
gree either C^mnDinism* ojrj
anti-American effort X ani/
UWaift t^Ti.to. Pa^e 3r OoL £

I

,"(.-'^<i^«>' ]^ /-^ -"V^v'^^^.t' ,*• / 't a'*v'^ >
* -^^C .

'''^ «, ''* ''.

, y Neva's. ^ ccsi«j5 i¥S!^&eL
por ^ ads io be cliarg<^ipV:

\
^^ ^Py. Esfisi be fa W '

\
Jfews omc^ holQTSi m s.
V ot psjbticaaesu

/^

F$? fcy .having your shoes
at Bob's, Nerv? heeh,

psoitis can restoi'e your
s to like-now condition
}oe Shop, Temple St.

vd

(Continued trom Page Osts^'

against tliose forces.

I win go to Pipestem fron
tine SIkinis Moimtain State For
est F^tival, first to the^j^^j

Park,; for conferences ^S( i S
guided' tour, then I wi^eel -

my commitment ,to addrlm^^ji
ybuth,il a.ssure both,the m^"
and the ^detractors of tii uth

Center* at Pipestem 'tha\ U'
istress : Americanism A)th<,
same time I will be on .fac*^ 1
finding mission qb^I dh^.on',<
the activities' of • the'jo^t^
Center; as well as the iUf^
nient at the State Par^»ais^

(?d) Jennings R^io^P^'
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r Every sentimental fellow

such as 1 treasure .a'particu-
'

'lar 'time with a loved one, or

remembers fondly an expres-

sion produced by the passion^ =

of the moment' ' .

, I, for instance, can never
' forget the day when ?ny wife,

>' Jean, put the household mon- .

ey on a medium, long shot be-

cause, she explainedj he had

heautiful long legs and an^ar-

j rogant eii^ression. Besides,

the jockey's shu-t wasipumpkin

land white, her ^favorite color

j combination. ; \

' Anyway, 'asi . they came

around the last turn, her

choice began "to fade—from
i third, to fourth, to. fifth-. As
the other horses^ thundered past

: him, she raised! herself, shook
' her fist in the direction of the

J
track and loosed' this scornful

cry:
'

!

'
^ -

; »You — call—yourself—a-r

. horse?" ^ - ' <
^ '

\
"

. ^r I
^

' WHEN I READ the paper
' last Wednesday I wanted to

yell "You call (yourself a col-

lege graduate?}' at Don West,

an amiable pijeacher who is,

trying to practice Christianity

up in Summeics County and

therefore, naturally, is suspect-

ed of 'all sorts of dark and un-

. American activity.

> 'One of his accusers is Nitro

\- publisher Bill fBlake, the for-

^ mer state adjutant-general:who
t will be remembered as the

public servant yho tQok a gang,

oi greasy political hacks and
\ Greenbrier County gambler

a a National iGuari training^

; . ind whoopee flight ^o Las Ve-

gas at the taxpayers' ex-

.pense. ' *.

; Another is s, lesser known
\ patriot namedjDavid Pedneau,
* editor of die Ifrincelon Times

., and' Concord College student.-

rit was. Pedneau wlio mount-

ed the first assault^ lipom the

5 school.for dropbuts which West-

^ established at Pipestem. It is

' Pedneau who ^continues to es-

' pose West as ^ likely corrupt-
• er of Appalachian youth. In-

deed, Pedneaujis in command.
Blake, an aging cold warrier,

; is Pedneau's Ijloy C'o h n, hopr

'ing to be permitted to serve

'the hemlock tb West.

! The documentation,.,obvious-

lv„,ni:ovidedJ?e|dneau,bx.pncLQt

f>. .

did during the big Red Round-

-ups of the early 50s.

It is^ significant, however,

that^ he failed to respond to

. one searching Pedneau- obser-

vation. As far a§ I am con-

cerned, he will he under a

cloud of ' suspicion until he

^ does.

, "West himself presents a

striking pictui-e," the Pedneau

Report said. "He claims to

hold a number of degrees in-

cluding a divinity degree from

Vanderbilt University. How-

ever, he jaunts around the

hills .of Pipestem with bib

overalls and hillbilly hat on,

his head . ..
."

Here, it seems to me, is the

heart of the case against

West. He is either a college

graduate who wears overalls,

questionable activity oh the

face of it; or he is a- man
who wears overalls and pre-

tends to be a, college gradu-

'ste.

Red blooded Americans, in

their periodic inquisitions

^'aimed at welfare recipients,

invariably-make the,point that"

some poor people have televi-

sion sets; in -other words, that

some poor people obstinately

refuse to act like .poor people.

By the same. ;token, patriots

naturally are shocked when

college graduates refuse to

dress like college graduates.

It is worth noting here,, for

those who cannot grasp the

connection between proper

dress and Americanism, -that

when Gov. W. W. Barron in-

stituted his Statewide Patriot-

ism Program he always wore

. a suit and tie when he led the

Pledge of Allegiance.

THE CLEVEREST of our

enemies somtetimes slip up on

trivial details, such as cloth-
'

ing. It would have been no

trick, of course, for West to

obtain from The. Apparatus a

suitable college graduate out-

fit. Since he also alleges that

he was a college professor, he

might have chosen a tweedy
'

jacket with leather elbow

patches, the material pre-

fumed by tobacco smoke. Or,

.if'he preferred the more digrii-

field Rotary cover, a conserv-

ative, gray worsted with 'Wal-

lace button.

"Mother." He would identify

himself as a State;'Road Com-

mission employe, thus blend- ^^

ing with the majority, and he

would arrive in a '49 Chewy
with a '56 Ford transmission -

and' SIX squirrel tails on the

antenna. If the. occasion pre-

sented itself, lie would reach

into the trunk of his car, with-

draw a pipe wrench, and hit

somebody over the head with

it. God knows *how many
spies, thus disguised, - are in

our midst. ,
--^ ; ^ .\
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