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U.S. Department of Justice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535  

 
January 24, 2017 

 
MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 

 
  

 
FOIPA Request No.: 1364365-000 
Subject: GINZBURG, RALPH 

 
Dear Mr. Greenewald: 
  

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act.  Enclosed is one CD containing 30 pages of previously processed documents 
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions.  This release is being provided to you at no charge. 
 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA.  See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010).  This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA.  This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

 
For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”  

The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request.  Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request.  Your patience is appreciated. 
 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States  
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you  
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web site:  
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home.  Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.  If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal.”  Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily 
identified. 
 
You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information Services 
(OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov.  Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s FOIA 
Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov.  If you submit your dispute resolution correspondence 
by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.”  Please also cite the 
FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
  Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 

Enclosure(s)  

http://www.fbi.gov/foia
https://foiaonline.regulations.gov/foia/action/public/home
mailto:ogis@nara.gov
mailto:foipaquestions@ic.fbi.gov


 

EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 
 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 

or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 

the agency; 

 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 

fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 

could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 

private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 

enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 

investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 

investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 

reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 

individual; 

 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 

the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

 

(j)(2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

 

(k)(1) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 

would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual  pursuant 

to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 

employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government  service 

he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the  person 

who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 

 

FBI/DOJ 
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: DIRECTOR, FB~ \ · 

~~~ /~ 
FROM ~~AC, ~GE~(145-619) 
suBJECT: ~ RALPH GINZBURG, db a 

DATE: 10/8/64 TO 

-~ Fact Magazine, Inc • 
ll9 West 40th Street 
New York, New York 
ITOM 

( 
<::1 I 

(00: NEW YORK) 

There are enclosed herewith to the Bureau the 
original copies of the University of California at Los Angeles 
(UCLA) "Daily Bruin" for Tuesday, 9/29/64; Wednesday, 9/30/64; 
and Thursday, 10/1/64, which pertain to the speech made at 
UCLA on the Westwood Campus by RALPH GINZBURG. Enclosed to 
the Philadelphia and New York Offices are xerox copies of 
pages 1 and 2 of the UCLA "Daily Bruin" of Tuesday, 9/29/64, 
and Thursday, 10/1/64, issues. 

_ ~J.....Ll• I I 
As a matter ofjinterest to the Bureau in the ITOM 

category, the Bureau's attention is called to page 3 of the 
1f", ': "Daily Bruin" of Wednesday, 9/30/64, to the article by LEE 
---" ,~ HE~ItiN enti tle~i ta tion to a Naked Lunch. 11 It is noted 

that this is in effect a book revi w of the book entitled 

'" 
( 

' aked Lunch 11 written b WILLI ROU /). , , ' , 

:~ The original publications are furnished to the Bureau 
bxl~·for the purpose of considering whether these papers should be 

b6 
b7C 

~t considered by the Department of Justice as proper documents to 
~~~~~be displayed to the Federal judge in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
~ .~t\who is the trial judge in the GINZBURG trial. This is based 
~~~.~on the fact that the Federal judge in the Grand Rapids case 

2( . ~.x utilized such flagrant statements following the trial to point 
!'>.- c \' ~ ....... .r'--out to the Circuit Court that the individuals were attempting 
~ ~ to try the case in the pewspapers rather than in the court • 
. 4~ ·~~ ~ It is further pointed ~~~ythat certain statements made by 

cc ;'v GINZBURG to ~e pres§..?artdf:h his speech might pos£..illY~ ' 
\ considered by the jUG§e as~ontemptuous statements against7 his 
J court and migh ,po~bly ponsid~r~ h~ng GI~~~~~~~g~ntempt 

of court for s~ rem~1lf~~ J Lll -- R-
!/ ,, Jm . aJ.N~->-" ~( T'7 'J -~ -- --~~\..2J Bureau gt;i~. ~ .s.~~~Philadelphi~nc. 4) 

\ I- Detroit (145-227) (Inf'o) 1- Los Angeles .................. .. 
1- New York (94-17B9) (Enc. 4) ~1/jm 



LA 145-619 

It is further pointed out that the original publi­
cations are furnished in view of the fact thatmNZBURG was 
to have reported on his survey that he made with psychiatrists 
as to the suitability of Senator BARRY GOLDWATER being a 
candidate for the Presidency of the United States. It is to 
be noted on page 2 of the 10/1/64 edition that the article 
pertaining to GINZBURG reflected that the University denied 
him permission to announce the results of his psychiatric 
survey on the mental ability of Republican Presidential 
Candidate BARRY GOLDWATER. 

I'H··Ir 'II '1.lNIVt"6~:1t!/ •'!v~,;t.'lf,f·i r·~~~~\~ 
For the further information of the Bureau and 

auxiliary offices~ it is to be noted that I 

Deputy District Attorney JIM CLANCY, Los Angeles 
County District' ;Attorney's Office, who is specifically charged 
with the prosecution of pornography cases arising in the Los 
Angeles County area, and prior to accepting this position was 
working very closely to the Citizens for Decent Literature 
Committee in this area, has advised that he has furnished 

- 2 -
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. ' . • 
LA 145-619 

information pertaining to the decision in the 69 page 
omnibus by Judge FOX to TOM SHEPHERD, a Los Angeles Council­
man who is presently advocating stricter laws in the county 
and state on pornography. CLANCY has advised SA I I 

I lthat SHEPHERD is due to make several speeches within ~~c 
the next week to ten days and will point out that the UCLA 
policy of allowing such individuals as RALPH GINZBURG to 
speak possibly reflected the attitude of the University in 
that they still maintain a professor on their staff who has 
been labeled by a Federal judge as an advocate of pornography. 

It is to be noted that during the release of such 
information in the Eastern newspapers pertaining to this 
opinion Q{Judge FOX, none of the local papers in the Los 
Angeles area carried any ach article. 

It is to be noted that in the original information 
furnished by the Los Angeles Office to the Bureau in the 
letter of reference of 3/16/64, GINZBURG at that time was 
attempting to have his magazine "Fact" distributed in the 
Los Angeles area, specifically around the area of UCLA. 

' 

While the Los Angeles Office is not conducting an 
active investigation in this matter, any 1nformation obtained 
through established sources pertaining to GINZBURG or his 
activities in this area will be furnished to the Bureau. 

- 3 -
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~!~~~~~;;\~ATES GO.NMENT 

pf1 M emorar:dum 
i ~()\6 

: Mr. Be lmoni(.v 

,.--..., 

• 
DATE: 11/18/64 

FROM A. Ros<;./, 
;;~ 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Belmont g (r. Rosen I 

Trotter--­
Tele. Room -­
Holmes--­
Gandv---

SUBJECT: "EROS," 
''THE HOUSEWIFE'S HANDBOOK ON 
SELECTIVE PROMISCUITY," AND 
"LIAISQN" 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 

b6 

OBSCENE ~~TTER (!TOM) 

This is to advise that j~formation was received from the 
Philadelphia Office on 11/16/64 tl1aj; the Third C~ui t Court of Appeals 
at Philadelphia sustained the conviction of RalpllYinzber~ who was 
convicted in United States District Court at' Phi!adeipfiia on 6/l.tJ./64 
for violating !TOM statutes within the jurisdiction of the Post Office 
Departmento Ginzberg was found guilty on twenty-eight counts involving 

\
the mailing of his publications and following conviction appealed to 
the Circuit Court in Philadelphia. . 

The Postal Inspector at Philadelphia advised that although 

\

the formal opinion rendered by the Third Circuit Court of Appeals was 
written by three judges he understood informal opinions were written 
by the other Circuit Court judges and all the justices reportedly 
concurred in sustaining the lower court verdicto 

The Postal Inspector advised tim t it is his understanding 

}
that Ginzberg will appeal this matter to the United States Supreme 
Court. 

Ginzberg is identical to the person who recently published a ~, 

!
magazine called "Fact" and gained some recent pre-election notoriety 
by printing in "Fact" the results of a survey m._.d.e with psychiatristS 
as to the mental stability of Senator Barry Goldwater.. . 

. \ 

ACTION: -
While there has been no indication that any of Ginzberg's i5 

publications VJere transported interstate by any means other than mail a I 
'''8 have been and will continue to follow this rna tter th!.~ough the courts ~ l 
as a matter of interest as to appellate court interpretations and 
findings with regard to obscene rna tters o~~ ""=-== ·==-~ ... ~~ ( ~. ·. .. ,6\ ... }.~· v· ,_ L -~~i :) I J.:?----- / 
..../ . · , ~ . _-r,. '....!. 6 NOV 2;.3, 1CJSt ~ , ~ a ~ /' .::--- .-------) l g . . (!!. c. ; ~"'\' f 1'(\\ "'~' 0 ~ !\-' I I /) I> 

/; U U ~\)\1 {\ ·: 'k(' lt-ft~ . NOT RE~DED ·~ >'0 ~ ~\~~;.·~ 
jl 'jf l28 I~OV 25 1964 . \--.:;j.:Y~ •. 

JAC : kac ,/ ::,~-
(7) J~· f~ -. --- n~ 



0-20 (Rev. ~-26-66) . . . 

• 
!olson 'A / 

< DeLoach:_/ /' 
r' Mohr / 

')N1 c'k/_.'~_·-_-----
,._, 

"'Casper ----
Callahan -~­
Conrad_......,.._ __ 

Felt ---/'-;;-')'---­
Gale . .,-.,.._._--.--~-
Ro~n...::_ / 

~ 
SulY1~an ,-' ---

'/ Tavel-~-·--­
Trotter ---­
Tele. Room -­
Holmes _,/!!---­
Gandy ,r~/.,...~-;---

I 
I 

up: 

~ J0Sil ._. \1T1LL .D,M J 9 rt N A JRo SPOl< F Tr!: ~AJ R T IN TPE 
B GINZ~~:~.G ~ND I leASES, ~~PICP \!JERE DECIDED 5 TO L1 :,'\D 6 TO 3 9 v RES P~ ~.... , - VE. L Y o 

~ I11! 'f,:E M.USSACHUSETTS CASE BRENNPN COULD NOT fV'USTER A iY,UORITY TO 
1
: AG\'E:~ \J:l"iH PIMa ONLY CBIEF JUSTICE EA~L 'IJJAR?EN AND JUSTIC£ ABE 

b6 
b7C 

•tFOPTtJ.S JOINED IN TEi: OPPHON A."l:-JOUNCING TPE COURT 9 S JUDGMEi\JTo 
IJUSTICES PUGO La BL~CK AND POTTE~ STEWART CONCUR~ED FOR OTPE~ REASONS. 
\j "f'-'~ COURT :-ir~D B££~ ASKED TO REVISE 0~ JUI'.!K TPE CBSCENITY TEST 
q APPL:iD EVER SINCE ITS DECISION Ii\J THE POTH CASE IN 1957o 
.. I\J TODAYvs CP.SES BRENNAN CONTINUED TO APPLY n~c.,T TEST~ 11v:BETHER 
~TO Tf£ ~VERAGE PEijSON, APPLYING CONTEMPORA?Y CO~~L~ITY STA~DARDS 9 
;1 TJ-fE .):)~1"-JANT THEME OF THE MATERIAL TAKEN AS A l/POLE APPEA:...s TO 
u PRUR .. E:NT INT£ REST 9 

1
' 

~J7 IN THE GINZBURG CASE HE EXPLAINED TBAT T¥E CI?CU~STANCES OF 
, PRC~~~:TION AND DISTRIBUTION OF TPE MATERIAL ARE Ir-<PORTANT IN 
~ DE'!~ 1 NIN G HPETHER IT IS PROTECTED BY THE FIRST AMENDiV!Ef\lT v S GUARAN TEt 
, OF ~- i':::t: SPEECH. OBSCENITY 9 AS THE COURT HELD IN ROTH 9 IS NOT SO 
~ GUfl':'.£l,NTEED .. 

\• ·~ Gii\JZBURG, B~ENNAN SAID "WE VIEW T~E PU9LICATIONS AG~INST A 
B. 'C'~OUND Ol{ COMMERCif1L EXPLOITATION OF E.=fOTICA SOLELY FOrt THE Sr.!,(E 

• c.:'· ::·:£ IR PRUP'IEN T P.PPE AL .. " 
• 3/21--GE1 l26A 

---N lT r>P''•1RDED 
191 MAR 2:> 1966 

---WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 

'l,.r - ________ .],_. . ., _, 

b6 
b7C 

l 
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\
UPI-~!c: 

ADD 1 0BSCENITY 9 WASHINGTON (UPI-63) i 
GINZBURG H~D BEEN SENTENCED TO FIVE YEARS IN JAIL AND F:~~D 1 

~g, coo.. . J 
':'d:: PUBLICATIONS WERE EROS Q~TERLY SILLING FOR S25 A YEA~~ 

L!,..!SO'S 9 A B:-\·TEEKLY NEWSLETTERg AND THE HOUSHJIFEvs HA~~DSOOK 0;\J 
SEL.:~l:TIVE p;:.:o:~:i'SCU~TY. ' 

GINZBURG \·.~s :'RIED \VITB'OUT A JURY BEFORE FEDERAL DISTRICT JUDGE 
RALPF CQ BODY Ul\J:JE:R THE FEDERAL LJ'lv! MAKING IT AN OFFENSE ·10 MAIL 
OBSC~N~ PUBLIC A'!IONS.. HE vJ AS CONVICTED JUNE i 4 1963., 

T:~K:I:~ REL.4TZD PUBLISHING CORPORATIONSS 9 FINED A TOTAL o:s- $~1.:)000 9 
NIP~~ ~OCUrv;EI\l·l.~RY BOOKS, INC .. 9 LIAISON N:Ev;s LETTER, INC. 9 AND EROS 
M.Ll.G .. z:t;~~l> INC" 

L:lr.~SON 'l.•lf~S DESCRIBED TO TBE COURT BY THE PUBL::SHIR AS A REPORT 
OF P.:>J :l'JTERV::Z.J v!ITH A ~YELL-KNOWN PSYCHOLOGIST o THE GOVER:JMENT 

1 
RZ::-£:~::<..:: D TO ~ Y AS ~'COLLECTION OF DIRTY JOKES AND SMUTTY STORIES.~~ 

3::SIDES TtiZ ACTU.:>.L WORDING OF THE ROTH TEST 2 T?.!!: COUFn HAS 
, ADDZD .~}JOTHER ELE:l7i:i~T~ THAT THE MATERIAL BE 'JUf't££tLY T.H'i:~OUT ) 

l P.E:Dt:::~~:;~G SOCIAL :::t1PORTANCEo~ '1 
I'.' :~.~D BEEN ARGUED IN THE GINZBURG CAS£ THAT THE PUBLIC.~'iiONS. 1 

~ Pt:-.W;IClJLARLY TiiE HANDBOOK 9 DID HAV~ nsoCIAL IMPORTANCE 9 '~ S?ICIF~C."ILY..Y 
IN ·::·:: MEDICAL AND PSYCH I.i\TRIC 171 ELD o 

~:·,. ~ GOVD11\l!VlZNT DOES NOT SERIOUSLY CO~TEST THE CLAIM TH.:\T THE 
(EP,·'i J300K) l-l AS \-JORTH IN. H fl. COWfROLLF.D 9 OR EVEN NEUTRl~L 9 E~lVI RON:·:£!\ ·: 9 '' 

BRZi\.\,,_)\1' SAIDQ "(GINZBURG AND PIS T;~REE co:~?ORATIONS> 9 HOtJZ:Vt:t< iH.V 
1\!JI' 3:ZLL T,l.:. 30,)1\ I.'J SJC:ii A J...l•l.l !'i:-0 ri:JJ)Jr_ikJ." ~)i( FuCU~ T:f1;:-_~;( CLo~:.;·JS 
~~v~: _; 0,J :L'iS JJJ:Jt")u~E.u 'i'lti:.lu-\?t .. J,·I,-. dJ{ ~L;,JC,-\l:•lll.nL V11LuE~ l{nTHER.-
-r:::::;v )'~LIBERATELY Et'lPHASIZED TBE SEXUP..LLY P.:?OVOCATIVE ASPEC7S o~· 
T,.~:_ ·c:1K 2 1N ORDER TO CATCl-T THE S.£l.LACIOUSLY DlS?OSED,. T~·1EY PROCL;>,HIJt:D 
ITS CBSCENITY~ ~ND '{;TE CANNOT CONCLUDE THAT 'fEE COURT 3ELO\IJ ERRED IN 
t~v:~c THEIR OWN [VALUATION AT ITS FACE VALUE A~D DECLARING 
T1~,:' SOOK AS A u,rOLE OBSCENE DES 0 ITE TP.E OTHE:R CVIDENCEo'J 

~IN CLOSE CASZS EVIDENCE or ?A~DERING MAY BE PROBATIVE WITH 
Ef>:P~c·c TO TFE t..YA~:u·.~E OF THE MJ.'I.TERI AL IN QUES'i'I ON AND THUS SATISFY 

" n 'i': - :i 0 TH T£ S T 9 " J-TE S A I D .. 
:!' :s·_·!CES rHJGQ Lo BLACK 9 \HLLIA!'-' OQ DOUGLAS 9 POTTER s·J.·:\:,;:rr AND 
, ,::(_ . , HARLA~! JI S:SENTED" 

~~~ :·. ·::-rF.: MASSACrlUSETTS CP..SE BFENI\lAN SAID THE STATE COUR7 "MIS-
-!!,· _ _::,~ /;(ZTE D THE SOCIAL VALUE CRI TI £l:U ON u ,) 

WASHINGTON CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 

"''' 
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• 

• dA BOOK CAN NOT BE PROSCRI3ED UNLESS IT !S FOUND TO BE 
lU-T-T-~-R-L-Y WITHO~T REDEEMING SOCIAL VALUE 9 ~ GRENNAN SAIDo aTHIS 

. i:lS SO :.:VEN T;-roUGH THE BOOK IS FOUND TO POSS2SS THE REQU:LSITE 
~- l Pr<JiU.!:i-JT APPL hi... hND TO BE PATENTLY OF'FEf\S~ VE c EACH or 1':-:E: THREE 
~ FED~FU~L CONSTI 1UYIONAL CRITERIJl. IS TO BE ~.PPLIED INDEPE~DENTLY~ 
\.Ti-lE SOCIAL VALUE or THE BOOK CAN NEITHER BE vi£IGHED J.I.GAINST NO}{ 

C~.NCELZD BY ITS PRURIENT APPEAL OR Pf.\.TENT OFFENSIVENESS., 
1 1·?:.:NCE2. ~VEN ON THE VIEW OF THE COURT BELm~J TEAT l"IE~O: qs POSSESSED 

ONLY h MOuiCUM OF SOCIAL VALUE ITS JUDGME~T MUST BE REVSRSED AS 
BE::;·~C' FOUNDED ON AN ERRONEOUS INTERPRETATION OF 14. FEDERAL CONSTITU­
TI Oi'l. ·.;:.. STANDARD o ~? 

E~:~NAN EXPL~INED THAT A CONSTITUTIONAL DETERMINATION THAT MEMOIRS 
IS OBSCENE IS NOT IMPOSSIBLE BECAUSE THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF '1:-~E SALE [~~GWi ENTER THE PICTURE 9 AS IT DID IN THE Git\JZBURG 
CASZo 7HE DISTRIBUT0~ 9 S SOLE EMPHASIS MIGHT BE CN THE gSEXUALLY 
PROVCCATIVE ASPECTsn OF THE PUBLICATIONo 

' Btj'i IN T;-!E MASSACHUSETTS PROCEDURE AT ISSUE TODAY 9 ~1EMOIRS 
~AS s~:NG JUDGED IN THE ABSTRACTo 

··.'.:..L POSSIBLE. USZS OF THE BOOK MUST THEREF'OP.E BE CC!\1SIDERED 9 n 
I-:"E s;\:·c, AND THE MERE RISK THAT TH:£ BOOK ffi,IGHT BE EXPLOr"·£D BY 
P.~:,•r;ET::Hs BECAUSE IT SO PERVASIVELY TRE.C(:S SEXUfl.L M.A.TTERS CANNOT 

' .r..:.. IF>~ ·:HE Ffl.CT--GIVEN THE VIEvJ 0~ TPE fiASS£\CHUSETTS COURT ATTRIBUTING 
• TC t":f::V:OIRS fl. MODICUM OF LITERARY P.~D PISTOK:CAL VALUE--THAT '!HE 

B2.:)K ~-JILL HAVE REDEEMING SOCIAL I:V:?OliTANCE iN THE HANDS OF THOSE 
~,:;-~o PUBLISH OR DI STRI BUT£ IT ON T:-;z BAS IS Of THAT VAL ur.: o .J 

~~ i PJBLISHED IN LONDON IN 1749 9 ··.~NNY PILL DE.tl.LS vJITH THE ZXPERIEf'\CSS 
' OF ~\ YOUNG ENGLISH PROSTITUTEo .<E:CEHTLY A NE\11 YORK FIRM:; G., P .. 

?UT1'!~ . .':"S SONS BROUGHT OUT A REP~!:\JTv 
1i .f::.ssACHUSE{·rs AUTl10RITIE:S MCVSD IN SU~FOLK COUNTY SUP:CRIOR 
·COu::·; ·:o HAVE 'tHE BOOK 9 OTH!:R1dSJ:: KNOviN ft.S 11 JOJiN CLELAr,mvs MEMOIRS 
~1;" ft~ : 7 ~lV:,l\N OF PLEASURE 9 t? DECLARED OBSCE~E o 

3/21--TD1227PES ~ 



FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) Mr. Tohlon -­
Mr. SeL•lach .. 

\l ( 
~)\ 

.- ' FBI 

Date: 
' 

4/26/66 

Mr. Me>hr ••. -­
Mr. Wick------·-

Transmit the following in ---------=,.---:------::-------_:_-lJ 
(Type in plain text or code) 

Via AIRTEL 
(Priority or 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, WFO (100- )(P) 

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
IN SUPPORT OF RALPH GINZBURG 
INFOR~~TION CONCERNING 

Enclosed herewith are five copies of LHM f 
the Bureau describing activity of above organization. 

I ,I Security Office, Geqeral Services 
Administration (GSA), was advised of the information in 
the LHM on 4/25/66. 

.. 

Copies of LHM being disseminated locally to 
Service, AUSA and military intelligence agencies. 

(:} - Bureau (Encl.~) 
1- WFO 

GTT:sch 
(4) 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

UN,ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF !STICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Washington, D.c. 
April 26, 1966 

I 

~MERICAN UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
f~ -. .~-./ L rJ, // Cf... IN SUPPORT OF RALPH GINZBURG 

7 0 P/ {i? ~ t 't 0-, J /({ c I i '. A ~ 
~- ~ '5" -&.0 

(! 

I I stated that Ralph Ginzburg was 
involved in a recent United States Supreme Court decision 
involving a ruling on obscene matter. 

I i-f~--- g;;;_;/-
ENCLOSURE 

b6 
b7C 
b7D 



TO 

FROM 

SUBJE~T: 

I ~-"' ,., 
\ 

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 

• 5010-106 

lJNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
• 

Mr. DeLoach DATE: April 27, 1966 
Y 1 - Mr. DeLoach 

_ JC _ 1- Mr. Rosen 
A. Rosell-:);(' 1 M all 

, : "'!//'./'. - r. M ey 

Gale--­
Rosen-­
Sulhvan-­
Tavel--­
Trotter-­
Tele. Room­
Holmes-­
Gandy -b6 

b7C 

AMERICAN.AJNIVERSITY FRIENDS ~ = I I 
OF RALPJfGlN~l3UBG PICKETING 1 - Administrativ.:::,e..Jiiill'l' ................... ....___... 
AT .i)ID)ARTMENT OF JUSTICE BUILDING 
APRIL 30, 1966 

Mr. Carl W. Belcher, Chief, General Crimes Sec ion, 
Criminal Division of the Department, on 4-26-66, advised that he 
had been informed b neral Services Administration {GSA) that 
a group known ·. . erican University Friends of Ralph Ginzburg 
were planning to picket on Pennsylvania Avenue in front of the 
Department of Justice Building from 11 a.m. , to 1:30 p.m., Saturday, 
4-30-66. 

Ginzburg is the individual whose conviction was affirmed 
by the U.S .. Supreme Court on 3-21-66, in connection with sending 
obscene material through the mails. (Investigation handled by Postal " 
Inspectors. ) Since that time, Ginzburg has been vocal in his dis­
agreement with the decision of the U.S. Supreme Court and has made 
several speeches, including one at American University, claiming 
that his right of free speech guaranteed by the Constitution has been 
violated. 

ACTION: 
b6 
b7C REC·Bi; fl~ '.3/ 2.Y 3 

---~ 
SAC Purvis of the Washin on Field Office has confirmed 

throu h APR 29 1966 
L...-___ ___.that a group of American University students do ;glan to 
picket the Department of Justice Building on 4-30-66. Washington 
Field Office is obtaining further details which will be disseminated 
to the Department and to General Services Administration in order 
that their guards may be aware of these plans. 

FDT:hw 
{7) 

-



TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 

/ 

\ 

OPTIONAL fORM NO 10 
MAV 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN REG NO 27 

.SOJ0-106 • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
• ~'f~ 

Callahan __ 
Conrad __ 

~:~~t ~ 
Ros 
Sul iv ,-?'--
Tavel __ _ 

DATE May 2, 1966 

1 - Mr. 
1 - .Mr. 
1 

DeLoach 
Rosen 

Trotter __ 
Tele Room_ 
Holmes __ 

Gandy -b6 _ - Mr. Malle:2: 

:I 
/

b7C 

I /[~ 

'I /frl.. I 'I: -' 
1 
1 
1 - Mr. Wick 

r-=:==-=-.....z:z====~ 

INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION OF 
OBSCENE MATTER 

Through its liaison with the U. S. Supreme Court, , 1 , 

t
~ the Washington Field Office has been advised that the U. S. '/-;, 

Supreme Court today denied petitions for hearing in the cases i ~ 
, involving Ralph Ginzburg and who were previously~ 
~convicted in separate cases dealing with obscene literature. 

Ginzburg was convicted on 6/14/63 in U. S. District 
Court, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for violation of the 
Interstate Transportation of Obscene Matter (ITOM) Statute. (Case 
within jurisdiction of and handled by Postal Inspectors). He 
was sentenced to five years imprisonment and fined $42,000 on 
12/19/63. This conviction was sustained by the Third Circuit 
Court of Appeals on 11/13/64 and was affirmed by the U. S. Supreme 
Court 3/21/68. Ginzburg was the publisher of a quarterly 
magazine called ''Eros" and also was responsible for mailing 
several obscene books including one entitled "The Housewife's 
Handbook on Selective Promiscuity." I 

It appears, therefore, that Ginzburg and I I have 

'

now exhausted all possible legal remedies and they wil:ll have to 
begin serving their sentence~EC 20 ~~ _ :( 

1 
~ __ 

' Jv -~~ ACTION: . MCT-3(} J -,-~.., ~ 
' MAY I 1or:t' I 

For information. Pertinent informatio~4c6ncerni~g 
these cases and their effect upon our jurisdiction in ITO~ c~s 
have previously been furnished to all field offices: 

FDT:bss 
(7) t,? v _/ 

,,~ 9 (jl;t::~/ 

b6 
b7C 



FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 
I 

• • .. ·-
F 8 I 

Date: 5/2/66 

Transmit the followmg m --------:;:;---:--77-:--:---~----------J (Type in plain text or code) 

AIR TEL Vw ------·---
(Priority or Method of Mailing) I 

- ----------------------------------------------L------- -

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

! as above, 

Bureau. 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, WFO (100-45610) (P) 

AMERICAN UNIVERSI~TUDENTS 
IN SUPPORT OF RALP~GINZBURG 

/ 

INFORMATION CIDfC!RNIN<i ____ --

ReWFOairtel and LHM dated 4/26/66, and captioned 

Enclosed herewith are five copies of LHM for the 

Information obtained on 4(,30/66, from I I 
was obtained by SAI,without identifying himself. 

LHM being disseminated locally to Secret Service, b 6 

AUSA and military intell~gence agencies. 
11 

{f 7 c 

WFO will colAlue to follow and report future ~ 
activity. J':a~ 1 

c..~);F 
~c;:~9?r 

~- Bureau (Encl.5) 
1 - WFO 

GTT:sch 
(4) 

AIR TEL 

( 

t 6 MA¥ 2 1956 



,; 

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

• • UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Washington, D.C. 
May 2, 1966 

I lof American University, washington, 
D.c., advised a/Special Agent of the yeder:l Bu]eau of 
Investigation on April 30, 1966, that_ _was 
postponing a demonstration they had planne for that date 
because of rain. I !stated they had originally planned 
to picket the United States Department of Justice, Washington, 
D.C., from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., "in support of Ralph b6 
Ginzburg." b7c 

I !stated that this demonstration will be 
undertaken possibly on Saturday, 1my 7, 1966, or on another 
day when the weather is more favorable to such activity~ 

Thl:! dccu~n::- : CC' 1~c ''11 .,r;lhct - ­
r.eco~ ::P~ ' ;: . .. ~ - _ t -"' :'l ""'J::n::1 o1 
tr.:o. l . ' 
tho E~ l c.~ .. ' ) _ o;r a9cJ.tc.y, 
lt 011....1..: .... ~ 'j ..J3 

C::!:rr.lt, .... J L._ ~~-.:: 1 :;.~_ r \o. ..J ~ .. ley. 

I (I_·~~ 3 I,;;( ? 
EIS"-CLQSJJ.~ 

-



' ·~ 6, 1966 
.' GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION 

This case reles to American 
niversity students who are planning to * 

picket Justice Building tomorrow (5-7-66) 
in protest of conviction of Ralph Ginzburg. 
Ginzburg was previously convicted for 
sending obscene magazines and books 
through the mails {Post Office case) and his 
conviction was affirmed by U. S. Supreme 
Court on 3-21-66. 

Criminal Division of the 
Department and General Services 
Administration guards have been advised. 

* ll a. m. , to 1: 3 0 p. m. 

FDT:hw 



. . 
FD-36 (Rev. 5 - 22-6 4) 

• 
FBI 

Date: 5/6/66 

Mr. Tolso£L 
~-. ....... ~rr. DeLo~~-~-~ 

I MJtft>i·· -
I Mvrr'W- ---
1 :. I .L I~ r -4 pt? l' --·~ - .. -· 
I .v~ l . c,,,,~han __ _ 

1 / 1 Mr. ronrud ___ _ 

V' I IV··. F~~1 t. ---- -

~5
T;ansmit the following in I 1\T• • ('· 1 ----

,\ --------r=r=-yp-e-:i-n-,pl,-at-.n-te-xt_o_r-co_,d,-e):-----------il Mr. f~ 1 -·-
1 Mr. S 1: . n ..... 

1 y . AIR TEL I :-.rr. T: .-f'! --- -

f ' ,. 
/ 

w (Priority) I :Hr. T, I Pt' •.• , •••• 
'l'!>l~. h.oom ___ _ 

-t.-h«.r Ft <tn r.-:;-:-_ 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 
l\b,;s Gandy ____ _ 

FROM: SAC, ~-lFO (100-45610) (P) 

CHANGED 
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTSfrlN _.SJ.JI!f9.BJ: -~u·:­
OF RALPH""CINZBURG 
INFORMATION CONCERNI~G 

Y- J 
_v .. ( ( 

11-1 
Title is "CHANGED" to sho-v;r neT'J name of subject 

organization. 

Re WFO airtel 5/2/66, captioned "AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 
STUDENTS IN SUPPORT OF RALPH GINSBURG INFO CONCERNING." 

Enclosed herewith are five copies of an LHM regard- 1 

ing plans of subject organization for 5/7/66. 

Info was made available by WFO Clerkl 
L...-___ _.brho attends American University. .__ ___ __. 

LHM being disseminated _locally to Secret Service, 
Assistant United States AttorAey·r'(~) i ,~ltfDQ, and military 
intelligence agencies. 

(.. 

General Services Administration Oentr~J 1 .~r~tectf-ve 
Force advised of contemplated picketing of !~stic~ ~¥t~og, 
S/7/r-n. REC..ll7~ ,,.· 1 

WFO Till follm·;' activity. _ -'Aj ) y ,. / 
I ./~~ - ~/ ~ (,tJ / 

_3..)- Bureau (Encs. 5) 
1 - !i#o ·· .. 

" ' I ' , •·r• AIRTEL ' :_:A;:~~ ~~-~ 

b6 
b7C 



' 

·-· UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

'. j 

Washington, D.c. 
May 6, 1966 

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
IN SUPPORT OF RALPH GINZBURG 

Reference is made to the memorandum dated May 2, 
1966, at Washington,D.C., e "tled :'American University 
Students in Sup12ort of Ral " - --= 

A source, who has furnished reliable information 
in the past, on ~~y 5, 1966, advised the attached leaflet, 
which is self-explanatory, was circulated on the campus 
of American University, Washington,D.C., on May 5, 1966. 

The above source also advised a booth had been 
set up on the campus of the school to obtain signatures 
to a petition pertaining to the Ginzburg matter which 
the group contemplated presenting to Attorney General 
Nicholas deB. Katzenbach. 

1f •,.. cl,:-_•• •' r,:- 1 ' \1 1 ~ "" ~t 'l 'S 

.. r ~ l 1 ' t•~ 

L. • • • ~ 't • '={]r·ncy: 
1' :. • .,__-.,~ n .... r , ) ~ .t 

c. ... ~ .,.__ ., ._._: c_, __ _.k' C y(;u.~,· C!~~ 1Cf. 

Attachment - 1 

I 



il!ashington TJn:i:v._ty Students 
in support of Ra .. q::.h Ginzburg 

~' THE Sl:JPF'.EHE: COURT, AND tTUS'I'ICE 
r, . 

On March 22, 1966, the United Stat0s Suprerlle Court deliverod an adver~e 
ruling toHard Ralph Gin<. burg, the former editor of Eros magaz:b~.eo The 
decision had upheld his "criminal obscenity11 verdict by a lNler court, and 
thus Ralph Ginzburg, a man Hho had excercized his rights to publish the 
philosophy in Hhich he telieved, had been condo!Tmed to prison for 5 years 
and fined the sum of $42,000. The impact of the decision Has practically 
instantaneous, arp.using the concern of the uorld of art and literaturG, ;;s 
well as University students, lat·Jyerss and intelligen·::. free thinking individuals 
everJi·lhere. 

EROS, delicately contrived) dynamically di..ff'el'ent, and enlighter.ting_, as 
\'1ell as critically acclaimed by prominen!s <1l'tist,s everywhere: had bem\ 
deemed 11 obscene'1 • 

Thus, the Sui_:::reme Cuurt, , in deciding against Ginzburg, had set in mC'tion 
the t.:orces of anger, outrage, and intellect.uctl debate on the follo~Ving issues: 

MUST THE CITIZEN be subject to the for-ce of a cnntury-old lm-I Hhich 
does not define obscenity, and further, leaves the fa·ce of those tried 

under it to the caprice of the judge and jury in each local aren? 

Should certain groups of pur:Btanistic persor.s use the government to 
curb the rights of free speech and free press of others? 

Can 'the 5 year, $42,000 penalty leveled against Ginzburg be justified? 

Does this decision afford smut hunters a vnluable 1-;eapon by Hhich to 
imperil the rights of free speech of any citizen - arbitrarily? 

Does the government have the rieht to improvise morality, and further, 
d11~;s it have the right to impose this morality upon each individual? 

TF YOU FEEL STRONGLY AEOL.i'T RALPH GINZBURGfS PERSONAL RIGHTS, AND ~$UR 
individue.l rights, then you may be asking: "Is there anythi.'1g that I car:­

do to support Ginzburg and protect the individual rights of free speech and 
free press?rr 

YOU CAN TAKE POSITIVE ACTION 

Orb the 7th of Hay, this Saturday, in fron t of the Jc.stice I:ept., 
Pennsylvania Avenue betHeen 9th and lOth Streets N.\-J., a dereonstration in 

supp.>rt of Ralp'l. ginzburg will be held. Hours are from 11 A.M. to 1:30 P.H •• 
Sugge~tions for signs include: SUPPORT GINZBT.JRG, SUPPORT YOUR RIGHTS 

THE PRICE OF ART: 5 YRS. and $42,000. 
SMT.J"l' HU"NTER3 IHPERJL FREE SPEECH 
EDUCATION, NOT DEPRIVATION 

FULL PRESS AI'JD 'I'.8LE'.JISION COVERAGE SHOULD BE AVAILABLE (NE~·J YORK TP:ES, 
DAlLY NE1tlS, \v.ASHTirGTON ?OS_!, ST A..'11, N'EC, ASSOC. PRESS, UPI, etc. ) • --

~- · ----' r a e • . .,.., 

'. t 
\ 

I . 



. . 

--·::----· - •• 
S/a/66 

JOt DIRECTOR, FBI 

.... 1~, v.ro (100-456»),.~-~ 

CI!!I!R ~ 
~ tii1YIUltt 
a&.IS" Df SQP.PQII' 
cw Ull'll •DUaJII 
DlfOIKATIOW Q»>QQIIJIG 

-. 

Title ia ·~·· to abov new - .t ... jeet 
•a•taatie. 

Re VfO at..-tel 5/2/66, captlooecl "MIIItiCM 'UIJIVDSm 
UUDIWIS Ill SUPPORT OF RALPH GINSBURG INPO O>HCI!biilfG." 

Encloaed hewewith aTe five coplea of co LHM ~..-... 
iDa ptan. of aubjaet oraantaation for 5/7/66. 

Info waa -.de available by WPO Clerk! 
.___ __ __.I wt.. attends ~rlcan University. ..__ __ __. 

LRH being dia...tnated locally to Se~et s.r.ice, 
Aaalatat Wnitecl States Attorney (AJJSA), VDC, and llilitay 
lntelltaence agenclea. 

General Suvleea Adainiatration Central Prot~<..­
PO'C'Ce advised of cont•platecJ pldtatlua of Juatlee BalUt•• 
S/7/66. 

WI'O \.'111 follow actt vt eyo. 

~ 1
- ...._(£Me. 5) 

1 - VJO 
.JEI.: .. w 

<•> AIRT.IL 

b6 
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TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 

OPTI~ f~~-o 10 
MAf" 1~2 fDI'11"D"N 
GSA GEN REG NO 21 • .5010-106 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
.. ~ 

Mr. RMe4; 
-'1 
L.~~ 

PROPOSED PICKETING 
OF JUSTICE BUILDING 
MAY 7, 1966 (SATURDAY) 

• 
DATE May 7, 1966 

1- Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 -
1 -
1 -

.... - - .... _ "' 

Tolson-­
DeLoach-­
Mohr---
W1ck---
Casper-­
Callahan-­
Conrad __ 

Felt---
Gale---
Rosen--­
Sulhvan --
Tavel---
Trotter-­
Tele Room­
Holmes--
Gandy 

/' 

1-::-------:-...,...------r. telephonically contacted Extra Du~y J"" 
Supervisor at 1:25 a.m., 5/7/66. b6 

b7C L...----------1 

stated he had learned from a source he did not desire to disclose that 
a student newspaper at American University carried an article indicating 
that a group of students planned to picket the Justice Building today, 
5/7 I 66. He was unable to furnish any further details. 

Memorandum Wick to Mr. DeLoach dated 5/6/66, HPL:par, 
same caption (copy attached for ready reference) indicates the above 
information was previously received at the Bureau and appropriate 
action taken. J, 

1 
I , , J , 

L~- ,, 
ACTION: 

For information. 

Enclosure 

REC-6 ) I{ - .,_) 

7 
!4 MAY ~ !£~~~ 

' 

I I 

I 



0-19 (Rev. 5-4-66) • • 

GflfMUJR~G- .&:npi:AL-S defense with a cop'l. of.~ we-
nr. £ sentence investigation con ~ucted 

~ llCifllll Rllfff 1Jy the propa~-on .officers of the 
Jol'"V'R,. New York dtstnct W'hel'e l'ds 
' ( client lived. He said he need~ 
' II!Ncla to The New York T!m.s a copy to rebut what might be 

1 
fHILADELPHIA, Sept. 13- m their report. 

A._ Appellate Court was asked Judge Harry E. Kalodner, 
hei<e today to modify h Chief Judge Austin L. Staley 
G zl>ur 's five-year prison sen- and Judge Gerald McLaughlin j 

e on e ground that it had look _the appeal under advise-
b ' imposed "arbitrarily" by ment. • ... s > 
a ower court. 

e ll'equest w~s made before 

I 
United States Court of Ap· 

Is for the 'l'J¥rd Oircuit by 
old E. Kohri, counsel for 
zburg, a New York pub­

li er under conviction for mail­
inlt obscene literattjre. 

l\{r. Kohn charged that the 
ttitl of his cli~nt before Judge 
R~ph C. Body in the Ullited 
S!tes District Court, which re­
s ed in his conviction three 
y rs ago, had been "fraught 
~h error." 

l 
'."In a legal system devoted to 

i
• ·handed and reasoned JUS­

such a result cannot be 
ntenanced," the lawyer ar-

\ d. He asked the Appellate 
t Cfprt either to reduce the 

pr.tson' term or to instruct 
Ju(lge Body to review the case. 

;_;\t the time of his conviction, 
. Gtitzburg was the publisher of 

Etps magazine, Documentary 
BQoks, Inc., and Liaison News 
Lttter, lac. 

I !.rr. Kohn compla'i:ned before 
~ate Court wat w~el 

"" refused to supp e 
~~~J.; ;2 z..J) 

NOT RPJr;OV.DED 
184 SEP 16 1966 

- --

v 
Conrad ----­
Felt.. / 

Galtt /' 
Ros 

1 7 
Sull v n ----
Tavel ____ _ 

Trotter -----
Tele. Room __ _ 

Holmes ----­
Gandy-----

The Washington Post and __ _ 

Times Herald 
The Washington Daily News __ 

The Washington Evening Star __ 

New York Daily News-----
New York Herald Tribune __ _ 

~ew York Post-----.----
~e New York Times '- / 

New York World Journal ___ _ 

New York World-------

Journal Tribune -----­
The Baltimore Sun -----­

The Worker--------­
The New Leader 

The Wall Street Journal ---­

The National Observer---­

People's World--------
Date _________________ _ 

I 

I SEP 14 1988 



. l 

• • 
. / . ' 

J' /' 

6 

Dearl l L-. __ ____,F 

Your letter of September 21th, with encloeure, 
baa !been received. 

, Whlle I certa11\ly wlltb 1t were poulble tor me 
to .;.wer your inquiry, I mut adYla the .m .. of the FBI are 
maintained u CODfldenttal purauut to nplatt0Jl8 of the Depart­
m•t of Justice. I am sure you wlll aclentand. tbe nuon tor 
thll polley. 

smceHJ;r Jours, 

NOTE: Bufilea eontaia~o record identifiable with correspondent. 
Self-addressed, stamped envelope enclosed with his letter being 
used in reply to him. Ralph Ginzburg has been the subject of a 
Bureau illvestigation for Interstate Transportation of Obscene 

\ 

b6 
b7C 
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Tolso n __ 
De Loach-­
Mohr---

HRB:r! (3) r' 
) ' -..,-:-=~--1 \ ' ; ·' Casper __ 

Ca ll ahan --
Conrad __ 
Felt___ t-' 

Gale ~-Rosen __ 

Sulli van __ <t 
\<J.'l el d v \ 
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AR.HIE'S RADIO & .EVISION 
SALES & SERVICE 

AUTHORIZED DEALER PHILCO TV- HOME RADIOS 

PHILCO AND DELCO WARRANTY SERVICE 

Phone 2445 

LOGANSPORT, IHDIAHA 

September 29, 1966 

Mr. J. Edgar HooTer 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washingten D. C. 

Sirs: 

We have been receiving a Magazine the name is "Fact". This 

magazine is published bi-monthly by Fact Magazine Inc., 

110 West 40th Street, ~w York, New York 

The Publisher is Ralph Ginzburg 

Editor is Warren Boroson 

10018. 

Inside the front cover is says FACT in large letters, then _in 

smaller letters is says "An Antidote toe the Timidity and 

Corruption of the American Press. 

Now what we would like to know is this a Cimmunist Magazine, 

Communist front or in other words do they have anything to do 

with Communist. 

Would appreciate very much any help you can give us. 

Enclosed is a stamped addressed envelope for your convenience. 

Thanks. 

Respectfully yours 

L--A_r_c_h_i_e_'_s_R-ad_i_o_&_T_..1 Service 

I 
b6 
b7C 



Tolson __ 

DeLoach-­
Mohc __ 
Blshop _ _ 
Casper __ 

Callahan --
Conrad __ 
Felt __ _ 
Gale __ 
Rosen __ 

Sui! van -­
Tavel __ 
Trotter-­
Tele Room _ 

• 
October 3, 1968 

\ 

Dea~L-------Il 
I have received your letter of September 30th, with 

encloau.re. aad waat to thank you for your very favorable comment 
eoncel'Dlllc 1DJ administration of this Bureau. 

b6 
b7C 

Ill replJ to yoar inquiry, iDformatlon COAtained ta our 
Illes m•at be ma1Dta1Ded as coafldentlal tn accordance with regula­
tions of the Department of Ju1Uce. I repoet I am unable to furnish 
the dlllla ,_ are •••k"ll· 

Sincerezy yours, 

J'. Edgar Hoover 

b6 
b7C 

NOTE: Bufiles indicate h outgoing dated 10/24/61 to al I 
I who appears to be~ with corre8J)Oildent. 
She wrote eommeadillg the Director. ~J.2b~ aas been the subject 
of a Interstate Transportation of Obscene Material inyestigation. 

JBT:mrm (3) 
~ /} \i\.J \ \ 't '--- I 
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i . ' .. • 
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Justice Department, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

• 
• CC•1L::lJ •• -·~ 
. Feh .... b6 

'-----------""T""-'r· Ga.b .. b7C 

' u 

Mr. Rosen .... _ ·­
Mr. Sul!Jvan ... _ •.. 
Mr. Tavel __ _ 

Mr. Trotter.·-····-
Tele. Room __ _ 
Mtss Holmes __ 
Miss Gandy __ 

This morning the enclosed advertisement appeared in our local 
newspaper, and I feel deep concern that our Editor vJould consider 
having such material printed. Of course, I realize such 
advertising is highly profitable for our newspapers; however, 
is the damage done by such advertising worth the additional 
money received? 

( 

It is my understanding that Mr. Ralph Ginzburg is a very 
influential Communist Party member, and I believe he would stop 
at nothing to get his Party propaganda spread as widely as 1s 
possible. We enjoy freedom of the press in this country, but 
will we enjoy freedom as a people for very long if there are no ~ 
restrictions put on the printed word of our enemy who se~k$ to 
destroy our country and make slaves of its people? F~e to 
remain as such must have some restrictions placed upon or 
it will be destroyed. ~, ..... 
My only son is in the Armed Services and he is doing what little 
he can to stem the tide of Communism and slavery in the world; ~ 
however, shouldn't those with power to do so be trying to stem oo 
the tide and influence here on the homefront? Our newspapers 
have tremendous power along this line, and I feel that there is 
much the Editors could do to help in keeping this wonderful 
country of ours free from Communist take-over. 

If my opinion of :Mr. Ginsburg is unfounded, will you please set 
my thinking straight, for I do not wish to wrongly a~cuse an 
innocent man. 

May I express my gratitude to you and your efficient Staff for 
all that you have done for our Country. 

L._ ('kj · , __ L 
Jc ~ ~3-L '-;. 

Yours truly, 

~-----------~~· ~~c 
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Pictured above is Ralph Ginz· 
burg,pubhsher of the most notorious 
and wanted magazmes of the 20th 
Century. 

Fust he launched the quarterly 
Eros, a magazme dedicated to the 
joys of love and sex. Eros was an in­
stantaneous succes de scandale and 
over a quarter of a million people 
ordered subscriptions, despite the 
fact that they cost $25. But the U.S. 
Post Office declared Eros "obscene" 
and drove it out of business (and, 
incidentally, obtained for Ginzburg 
a five-year prison sentence, which 
has since been appealed). 

Then he brought 'ou I the cru­
sading bimonthly Fact. which was 
the first major Amencan magazine 
to inveigh against U.S. invo lvement 
in Vietnam, cigarette advertising in 
the mass med1a, and Detroit' s ruth­
less disregard for car safety (Ralph 

. Nader was a Fact discovery). The In­
tellectual community was galvamzrd 
by Fact and bought-devoured!-over 
half a million copies, desp1te the fact 
that Fact was not available at most 
newsstands (most newsdealers found 
it too controversial) and 11 was pnced 
at a steep Sl.2S. But certain Very 
Important Persons got mad at Fact­
includtng Barry Goldwater, who sued 
the magazine for $2 million-and it, 
too, was driven ou t of bus1ness. 

Undaunted, Ginzburg rallied his 
forces and last year launched still a 
third magazine, Avant-Garde , which 
he describes as "a pyrotechmc, futur· 
istic bimonthly o f intellectual pleas­
ure." This magazine, he predicted, 
"will be m y wildest yet , and most 
universally wanted." 

Has LBJ Secretly Converted to 
Catholicism? 
Live Wires-A report on the three 
super~harged wize servi ces that sup-
ply news to the nation's 200 under• \ _" 
ground newspapers. 
R. Buckminster Fuller's Plan for a 
Floating City in Tokyo Bay 
Fractured Hip-A collection of hilar• -........·\\. 
iou s malapropisms by squares at· -..;: 
tempting to sound ultra-coot. · 

Harlem's Beautiful New African 
Boutiques 
The Pedernales River Baptism·a• 
thon: A Fugs Happening 

Making a Scene-Stills from Andy 
Warhol's f1lm Romeo and JIA/iet in 
wh1ch superstar V1va falls victim to 
an unplanned gang-rape. 
Phil Ochs: Kipling of the New Left 
Abreast of the Times-A report on 
the sudden return to breast-feeding 
by America's most sophisticated and 
sexually libera ted women. 
Allen Ginsberg's Script for a New 
Film by Charlie Chaplin 
The Psychology of Political Affilia· 

. tion-What character traits deter· 
_ mme ~h~tber a ,ee~on will become 

a Democrat or RipubTicafi, a radical 
or conservative? 
Bob Dylan's Suppressed Novel 
"Tarantula" 
The Startling Increase in LBJ'a 
Personal Wealth While President 

In sum, Avant-Garde is a -hip, 
joyous feast of gourmet food-for· 
thought. It 's the quintessence of in· 
tellectual sophistication. 

Small wonder, the~ , that critics 
everywhere have spent themselves in 
a veritable orgy of praise over Avant• 
Garde: "Reality freaks, unite! Weird 
buffs, rejo1ce! Avant·Garde has ar· 
nved bearing mind-treasures of major 
proportions," says the San Francisco 
Chronicle. "An exotic literary menu 
.... A wild new thing on the New Yorlc: 
scene,"says Encounter. " Ralph Ginz· 
burg deserves considers ble credit for 
havmg risked printing this ... ," says 
Life. " The fantastic artwork, lllone, 1 
is worth the price of the magaZine," 1 
says tlie News- Project. l~A--field r · -

manual by the avant·garde , for the 

From all indications, Ginzburg's 
prediction is proving correct. Al­
though still in Its mfancy , Avant­
Garde already enJOYS a readership of 
over one million, while its growth 
rate is one of the phenomena of 
modern publishing. Newsdealers re­
port deliveries of copies sold out 
within a matter of minutes. Dentists 
report that Avant-Garde is the maga· 
zine in their waitmg rooms m ost fre· 
quently purloined. And librarians 
order duplicate-and even triplicate­
subscriptions in order to provide re· 
placements for worn-out cop1es (and 
peihaps to obtain Jresh cop1es lor 
their own personal delectation). 
Everywhere, citizens who arc nor· 
malty upright, respectable , and law­
abiding are being tempted to beg, 
borrow, or steal . cQpies oL Avant· 
Garde, the mosi spellbinding and 
desperately sought-after magaz1ne 
in Amenca today. 

avant-garde," says New York critic I 
Robert Reisner. "Avant-Garde is ~ 
MAGAZINE POWER!" says poet 

Y e.ter-Schje!dahl. "Wow! .What a '• 
fems wheel! 1 was high for a week 

What makes Avant-Garde such a 
tutti-frutti frappe of a magazme? 
Why is it in such insane demand~ 
How does it differ from other maga· 
zines? The answer is threefold : 

First, Avant-Garde is such rol­
licking great fu n. Each issue really 
socks it to you wtth uproarious 
satire, irreverent interviews , madcap 
ca rtoons, cherry-bomb editorials, 
deliberately biased reportage, de· 
moniacal criticism, x-ray profiles, 
supernova fiction, and outrageou s 
ribaldry.From cover to cover, Avant· 
Garde is a careening joy ride of in­
tellectual pleasure. 

Second, Avant·Garde" stones 
readers with its mind-blowing beauty. 
It bungs to the pnnted page a tran­
scendental new kind of high. This is 
achieved through a combination of 
pioneering pnnting methods and the 
genius of Herb Lubalin , who is 
Avant-Garde's art diiec tor (and, inci­
dentally, America's foremost graphic 
dcs1gner). ln just the first few months 
of 1ts existence, Avant-Garde has 
won more awards for des1gn excel-
lence than any other magazine in 
the world. 

Third , Avant-Garde captivates · 
readers wtth arttcles that have some· 
thing to say. They're mo.re than just 
filler between advertisements , as m 
most other magaz1nes. Perhaps the 
best way to prove this is to hst for 
you the kinds of articles Avant­
Garde prints: 

Will the Vote for 18· Y ear·Olds Move 
America to the Left? 
An Evening with New York's Scan­
dalous Orgy·and·Mystery Theater 
The Secret Plans of Leading Tobacco 
Companies to Market Marijuana-If, 
as, and when pot prohibition is lifted. 
Yevjeny Yevtushenlco's Epic Poem 
in Defense of Dr. Spock 

Livinll High on "The Hog Farm"­
A vis1t to America's most successful 
hippie kibbl.4tz. 
Pre-Mortem-At Avant-Garde's invi­
tation, 28 celebrities (including Art 
Buchwald, Harry Golden , and Gore 
Vidal) dictate their, own obituaries. 
The Love Poems of Eugene McCarthy 
"In Gold We Trust"-A satue on 
Amenca 's changing spiritual values, 
by Dan ("How to Be a JeWISh 
Mother") Greenburg. 
London's " Theatre of Eros" 

My Son, the Revolutionary - A study 
of the fam ily backgrou nds of young 
American radtcals. 

Coming Attraction - " Sex is th e 
closest I can come to explaming the 
way I stng," says San Franchco rock 
songstress Jan1s Joplin. ' 

after reading it," says the pop critic 
of Cavaher. 

Avant-Garde's conul'bmors in-
clude the most brilliant artists, 
writers, and photographers of our 
time. Not only does Avant-Garde 
feature work~ by such acknowledged 
masters as Picasso, Arthur Miller, 
Norman Mailer, Kenneth Tynan, 
Karl Menninger , John Updike, Allen 
Ginsberg, Roald Dahl , Henry Miller, 
Bert Stem, William Styron, Eliot 
Elisofon, Kenneth Rexroth, David 
Levine, Rkhard Avedon, Leonard 
Baskin, Dali, Genet, Beckett, Sartre, 
Burroughs, Yevtushenko, Warhol, 
et al. , but, perhaps more Important , 
it hunts down the wild cats who will 
be the literary lions of tomorrow. 

In forma t, Avant-Garde more 
closely resembles a !lO art folio 
than a magazine. It is printed on the 
finest antique and coated paper 
stocks by time-consuming sheet-fed 
gravure and costly duotone offset 
lithography. It is bound in 12-point 
Frankote boards for permanent pres· 
ervation. The format of Avant-Garde, 
like its editorial contents, is intended 

. to endure. 
Subscriptions to Avant-Garde 

cost $10 per year. This is not cheap. 
However, right now, while Avant­
Garde is still in its infancy, you mily 
order a ~pecial Introducto~yJr 
Month Subscrtpfion for only: $3 • .2_9...!.:. 
This is a MERE FRACTION of the 
standard price. 

Moreover , if you en ter your sub­
scnption nght now, you'll be a 
Charter Subscriber. This will entitle 
you to: 
• Buy gift subscriptions for only 
$3.99. ' 
• Renew your subscription for S3 .99 
forever, despite any subsequent price 
increases. 
• Start your subscription with one 
cf Avant-Garde's early issues. This is 
not to be taken lightly since tl1l'ly 
issues of high-quality magazines 
often become valuable collectors' 
items (especially if they're Ralph 
Ginzburg publications; early issues 
of Eros now sell for $100; early 
copies of Fact are worth S 25 ; and 
coptes of Avant-Garde pu b lished 
just a few months ago are already 
bringtng $15). 

To enter your subscription, sim· 
'ply fiU out the coupon below and 
rnatl it w1th $3.99 to: Avant-Garde, 
110 West 40th Streetr New York, 
N.Y. 10018. 

Bu t please hurry. This Special 
Introductory Offer may be with· 
drawn without notice . 

Then s1t back aod prepare to re-
ceive your fust copy of the most 
wanted, arresting, and rewarding 
magazine in America today (and the 
only one put out by a publisher with 
real conviction). 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••• i ~ "' .,,....;,.,. N<WYO ... ""''"' ""' i 
I I enclose $3.99 for a subscription to Avant-Garde, the most wanted, I 
I arre>ting, and rewarding magazine in Amenca today. I understand I 
1 that I will be entitled to all Charter Subscriber pnvileges and that 1 
I I am paying a MERE FRACTION of the standl1l'd $1 0-per-year price! 1 
I I 
I I 
I NAME I 
I I 
I ADDRESS I 
I I 
I CITY STATE ZIP I 
I ©1968 AVANT-GARDE· RNL2 I 
1 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 
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~~"lftJ-;,ses Appeal to Avoid J:y· :: I 
PHILADEltPHIA, Feb. 3 

(AP):-a:ew York publisher 
Ralpli Ginzburg, convicted of 
mailing sex-oriented, obscene 
advertising .and books, has lost 
a new bid to stay out of jail. 

The 3d U.S. Court of Ap-
peaif; uet:ting swiftif; to 'Qiw~ 
burg's plea last month to be 
placed on probation, Tuesday 1 

upheld a three-year prison 
: term. That sentence had been 

' previously reduced from five 
1 years. 
- . , , , • e + 
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