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9, ‘Tice Mr. Belmont

, M, kigtory

FROM : F, A. Brmr:éan , - Zeantaan ' Bowdnss
)- . Mohr

SUBJECT: .WQEKMCE}I{__ , Parsons

q “/ Rosen

S GOVERNMENT

Tamm
Nease
Winterrowd
ptiénaed a privagp exhNpition of-exira sensory Tele. Roon —
percep given by ifr. William Toos ad\American Legion —
Leadguarters in Washington, D. C. Thisexhibition was Ihformal GWI'D!-:Z{,
and attended PP twenty individuals, princX

the Veterans Adrinistration. O,
) i — T ;"? e B L IS g "‘*-..N

, ir. Foos, resident of Bichmond, Va., is u high school T
graduate employed in a minor capacity with the C. and O. Railuay.
About two years ago he became“Interested-in -extra sensory perceptfon— —-
(a term probably technically inaccurate) and began experimenting with
members of his family. He claims to have achieved amazing success
and in recent weeks has received a considerable am ublicit
in th ] area.

PO

w ¥

e Is holding a number of exhibitions lotally in an apparent attemp
to create interest in his ability to teach the blind to see. He
has appeared at Duke University uhere experiments have long been

conducted on the power of extra sensory perception, and various 7
government agencies (including the Veterans Administration) are
very much interested. b7«

Very simply, Foos claims the ability to teach the blind
to seey; in gix montis to teach a person without eyes to see
sufficiently well to drive an automobile safely. He disclaims any
supernatural power and, not being a scientist or physician, has no
technical or scientific explanation. He merely states that a
person can do what he makes up his mind to do. He claims to have
taught not only members of his Jamily but approximately 25 other
individuals as well, including persons completely blind, to see
with 100% efficiency.
- To tllustrate his ability, his caughter, Margaret Foos .
(about 16 = 17 years of age) was blindfolded by the observers with =
pads and an elastic band, thereafter reading, distinguishing colar\;
and moving about the room with complefe ease. '

- . ,///%&/
- 676~y e

[
ael




Belmont from Branigan
Re: E/XTRA SENSORY PERCEPTION

minute handuriting submitied by those in attendance, accurately
trace the written material and in all ways function_ without error
as with complete vision. JIn answer to a questionm
-as to uhether distance was a factor, Foos stated a e
recent public exhibit Largaret had distinguished colored balloons
at a distance of 400 feet. In answer to another gquestion as to
uhether motion would complicate the problem, llargaret played the

childhood game of jacks using a small (17" diameter) rubber
ball, deftly retrieving it regardless of angle of bounce. L’,%

XMr. Foos uas questioned as to his ability to teach
a person to read an article covered by a pad or to see through
a wll. He at that time avoided a direct—answer;—stating-ithat———~-—
because of the defense aspects of such a possibility he uas not
at liderty to discuss it. Iater, however, in private conversation, .
he claimed that he had taught one of his students to accurately
read an article completely obscured by heavy cardboard and
that teaching the ability to see beyond a solid masonry wall
was merely a matter of degree. XHe would pursue this matter no
Jurther.

inquired of Foos as to his general

method of teaching - whether individual tutoring was essential.
He stated that he had taught a group with equal facility. He
Jurther stated that he had found it much easier and had had
greater success in teaching the physically blind rather than those
with ordinary vision. b7 &

OBSERVATI .

Should his claims dbe well-founded, there is no limit 57&'
to the value which could accrue to the FBI - complete and
undetectable access to mail, the diplomatic pouchy visual access to
buildings = the possibilities are unlimited insofar as law enforce-
ment and counterintelligence are concerned.

' As fantastic as this may appear, the actuality of extra
sensory perception has long been recognized ~ though not to the
degree of perfection claimed by Mr. Foos. It Is difficult to

see how the Bureau can afford to not inquire into this matier more
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* UN{TED STATES GOY NMENT )
[ Memorandum
/ TO  : Mr, DeLoac | DATE: 10-5-80

By Jetter to Director 8-27-60, attached, Edwin D. Krell, midwest
correspondent for“Dell Publishing Company, advised he is planning to do an article
concerning parapsychology in criminal investigation. He noted that much has
appeared in newspapers on this topic in recent months, but in checking into the
situation he found no evidence to support the contention that mediums have aided

)police in solving crimes. Krell feels the public is entitled to this information and
requested a statement from the Director on this matter for use in the article,

Krell mentioned Gerard Croiset, -2 Dutch medium, who reportedly
o related what happened to Judge Joseph Crater, who vanished in New York in 1930.
o ‘ Krell also made reference to Peter Herkos, also from Holland, who in June,
1960, made headlines while working on the Carroll Jackson family murder case.
Krell noted that Harkos' work led to the arrest of a suspect (John Atwell Tarmon)
who was later released when the actual killer (Melvin Davis Rees, Jr.,) was
caught by the FBI. S R

(.

In conducting research in this matter, Krell advised he contacted a

Dr. F. Brink, Dutch police official and attorney, who sent Krell an article-he
had written in which he stated: '"Neither in the Netherlands, nor in any other
country, is it possible to obtain reliable information which would justify the

‘ conclusion that the judiciary authorities and the police derive any benefit from the
intimations of clairvoyants." Dr. Brink also quoted a letter from Scotland Yard:—"?
"So far as the London Police are concerned, we completely ignore anything put
forward by clairvoyants in the course of criminal investigation."

INFORMATION IN Bumm%rf%a B Q#L 3 -Q{; Aof 36

We have had cordial relations with Dell Publishing Company since
the 1930's, and they have carried numerous favorable stories relating to the work of
the FBI, Dell publishes well-known fashion,-beauty, detective and juvenile magazine
We have enjoyed favorable relations with Krell and he has written some excellent
articles about Bureau cases based upon material furnished to him, His articles
appear in the Dell publications, "Inside Detective" and "Front Page Detective,"
(94-3-4-228%‘“;‘“0 7-v0 STt L e ee— T S,
Enclosure -7 «
1 - Miss Gandy q,) 17 OCT 14 1960
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Jones to DeLoaéh Memo ’
Re: Statement by Director Concerhing
Extrasensory Perception '

. There is no information in Bufiles concerning Gerard Croiset,
R - reportedly a Dutch medium. Bufiles reflect that in April, 1952, Captain
v Filippus Brink, an attorney and member of the de Bilt, Holland, police force,
toured the Bureau in connection with a visit to the United States to study law
enforcement methods in this country. There is no derogatory information in
lBuﬁles concerning Brink. .

Bufiles reflect that Peter Hurkos, whose true name is Peter
Cornelius Van Der Hurk, was born 5-21-11, in Dordrecht, Netherlands, He is
ed to have extrasensory perception and it has been claimed in many news and
magazine articles that he has assisted police departments in many countries in
solving crimes as a result of his ability. Bufiles contain no information to sub-
‘ stantiate any of the claims made by Hurkos concerning the solution of crimes.

On 5-25-60, Dr. Francis Regis Riesenman, psychiatrist on the staff
at St, Elizabeth's Hospital, Washington, D, C. » advised the Virginia State Police
(VSP) that he planned to bring Hurkos to Virginia and Maryland to observe the sites
where the bodies of the Jackson family were found, He requested that the VSP allow
Hurkos the opportunity of examining the clothing and other physical evidence in the
case. VSP felt they would be subjected to public criticism whether they agreed or
declined to participate and finally decided to allow Hurkos to examine the material.

lThe Director noted: "I am amazed that the VSP would participate in any such
circus,"

Riesenman and Hurkos contacted the VSP on 6-7-60, and spent about
a week working nn the Jackson case, as a result of which the Director commented :
' We should be sure Hurkos isn't injected in any case in which we have jurisdiction.
He is a complete fraud.™ _ . . . _ e : ' Ty

|
The 6-9-60, issue of "The Washington Daily News" carried an article
entitled "Telepathist Says He Can 'See' Killer" which related that Hurkos stated he
knew what the murderer looked like and hoped "soan" to turn over to police
\ information that would solve the case, Mr. Tolson commented: "This screwball is
S connected with the great Interpol." ' The Director noted: "Just how silly can one get,"
o5 (79-27510-2174)

The 6-14-60, issue of the "New York Journal American” had an
article entitled "Spying by Mind-Reading?" which dealt with experime ts by the Ar
Intelligence Serviceé in b‘gnta.l telegath and extrasensory ergg tion, nThlewy Directcgrxl-y

red: "Is there anyh gto this?" Laborato loolged ingo the matter and
ermined thereis no basis in science for the validily of extrasensory perception as
described in the article.

-2



Jones to DeLoach Memo
Re: Statement by Director Concerning
Extrasensory perception ;

The Director noted: *'1 have been told that at Duke University some

work is being done in the field of extrasensory perception." The Laboratory
 determined that Duke has been conducting experiments involving extrasensory

perception since 1934, and that their research covered "supernormal faculties"

not recognized by modern psychological and physiological methods., Further,

that scientists generally are critical of the evidence and methods, and the belief

in extrasensory perception has gained little acceptance among psychologists,

and fails the test of common experience, (63-4036-10)

RECOMMENDATION: \

That the attached letter by the Director be sent to Krell, enclosing
the Director's statement concerning extrasensory perception in the solution of

criminal cases. "
9,' 2
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fa o 3 ’In t.he not too distant future, eviery ponce ~depa-rt- Holmes
i ment in the land will have extra-sensory percept;iong Gandy
il consultants, perhaps eve tra-sensory perc bu- .~
reaus, New York Police Lt. John J.-Cron d today.
Sk . A veteran of 33 years en the o]
TeTT force, he plans to retire Christ-
Y mas Day, his €4th birthday.
- i For 18 years—longer than
- mny other manin the history
s of the department—he headed
N the Missing Persons Bureau. =
.#After I retire. I might write
- A a book en ESP,” he sald. “It
T has provided much information
e n police cases that is we-
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Memorandum to Mr, Tamm
Re: EXTRASENSORY PERCEPTION
63-4036 )

The principal lines of investigation in parapsychology are
directed for the most part in studying-Zsupernormal cognition," that
is knowledge shown by a "percipient" :(receiver) of matter concerning
which he has no natural means of knowing, These include such
debatable phenomenon as: telepathy, supernormal knowledge derived
from anothers mind; clairvoyance, all manifestations of supernormal
knowledge, not in the mind of another person, without the intermediary
of sensory information; and, precognition, supernormal knowledge of
future events that can meither be percieved sensorily, inferred
rationally or brought about deliberately. Because these modes of
perception arise spontaneously from life experiences of certain persons
only, the elimination of fraud, collusion and other sources of error
are uncontrolled and uncontrollable, The devising of objective
experimental techniques to establish reality of these mental phenomena
presents difficulties not met in accepted psychological research.

Laboratory experiments have been made as follqws:

Clairvoyance Tests: A special ESP card deck of five cards
each of five different symbols is used (cross, circle, star, wavy lines
and a square), The probability for correct guesses of cards is five
in twenty-five., If subject consistently averages above one in five,
results are not explainable by mere chance,

(1) Open Matching Test: One ESP card of each symbol placed
face up in a row, Complete ESP deck is shuffled. Before top card is
dealt, subject decides which symbol matches symbol on top card of deck.
Top card is then dealt and placed below guessed symbol, and so on through
the deck,

(2) Blind Matching Test: Like above except five key cards
are face down during test, :

(3) Single Card Calling Test: Subject guesses symbol on top
card of shuffled ESP pack, and so on through the deck,

(4) Pack Calling Test: Subject makes twenty-five consecutive
calls, directed at a shuffled but unbroken ESP deck,

Success at these tests that is, consistent averages above one
in five, allegedly demonstrates capacity of subject to have supernormal
knowledge concerning the ESP symbols in a shuffled deck.

P R YR Y
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Memorandum to Mr, Tamm
Re: EXTRASENSORY PERCEPTION
63-4036

¢ Telepathy Tests:

b~ (1) DPure Telepathic Method: No cards used, Subject
: holds a random choice ESP symbol in mind, Recipient attempts to read
; sender's thoughts,

(2) General ESP Test: Sender shuffles and cuts ESP deck,
Concentrates on face of successive cards while receiver attempts to
read sender's mind, and so on through the deck,

(3) Distant Telepathy Test: Above tests conducted at
distances of several rooms or miles,

Precognition Tests: Subject makes guesses with intention to
have them correspond to order of ESP deck after it is shuffled by
experiments, Also subject may decide beforehand which face of a die
or combination of dice faces he desires to appear in successive casts,

The scientific criticism of ESP experiments emphasizes several
factors which have led to comnsiderable false evidence for extra chance
scores using the above wethods:

(1) Possibility of unconscious and other sensory cues.

(2) Choices made are dictated by mental habits of subjects
and not by random chance,

(3) Errors due to suggestibility of experimenter in recording
results of guesses. L

(4) Criticism of statistical methods; although it is
generally agreed that the statistical methods properly applied are valid,

COMMENT :
In general, belief in extrasensory perception has gained

little acceptance by informed scientists, Thus, replies to questions
sent to members ‘of" the American Psychological Association recorded only

3
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On 7—15-57 g .Io'. nu lan Fooa {ph.), naldcnt of

Blchuond, Virginia, gave a private exhidbitfon of extra - =
sensory perception; Very driefly, it {e his olaim that ‘
he can teach the dlind to ses with 100 per ocent efficiency;
&Itn #ix monthe te be adle to teack a person without eyes to
drive an automoblle safely. He elaims that distance and
motion are no greater factors than fn erdinary vision N
and hints of the possidility of seeing deyond a covering 2
paper or solid wall. Fils Jaughter, lErgaret, was dlind=!
olded and assfsted In the exhibition, reading uritten and
rinted material, tracing, catching a douncing bau, and -
lkting about with apparcnt 8a8e,
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JTo - ¥illi.a Foos 18 satd to be a high 80hool ’;a
Ay \gra.duate employed In a minor capacity with the C., and 0.

el "‘Bauway. It 28 reported that about two yeare ago he became

Lo 3t’mtcr'cstcd in extra eensory perception and began c.rpcrimcnttng
= “‘with memders of his family, achieving amazing success. JIn’

o recent weeks he has been publicized in the Richmond area tmd

:§8 now apparently attempting to interest various government .

»agcnalca in Izia claimed abluty to teach thc bltnd ta au. ’
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2’ | " Although there ts constdcrablc ckcpttciam can- Ao
.1 i.icerning these ¢lalms and the Bureau has not deen ¢na | .
S "”:posltion to check as to thelr authenticity, many acientiats FEE
g = ~have long recognized the general principles of extra sensory ‘.
~— “'perception, &hould the clafms of Killilam Foce be well-founded,
the possidilities are unlimited tnsafar as Iaw cm‘orocmnt .and
counterintell lgmcc arc conccmd. i
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It is recommended that this memo be f%led Sfor

RECOMEIDATION :

possible future reference.
63~-4036
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