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JORK AND}FUNCTIONS OF THE DIVISION CF INVESTIGATION

Y

CONCLUSION

The growth end development of the functions of this Division
ere metters in which we all can teke consideradle prie, Because of
the fact thet this growth and development have been the result of a
united cooperative endeavor an3 because law-enforcement officials

and egencies throughout the Netion have as a result of their cooper- - .

etion mede this progress possible, it is believed that you will find
en interest in the accompenying cherts which show the accomplishments
during the past several yeers. JIn the event more detailed informa-
tion is desired in connection with the work of the Division of
Investigation, it is hoped that you will feel free to confer with
eny Special Agent of the Division who comes into deily contact with
law-enforcenent officials and acencies throughout the Nation.

In the event you desire additionel information concerning the iden~
tificetion and erime statistics functions, your inquiry should be
addressed to:

John Edger Hoover, Director,
Division of Investigetion,
U. S. Department of Justice,
Weshington, D. C.

The office of the Director is open twenty-four hours

each day. _
Telephone Number: During dajtime Netional 0185
At night National 7117

S, 1073,
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DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION
U. S. DEPART'ZNT OF JUSTICE

John Edgar Hoover, Director

Three new charts to be imserted

Two new charts to be inserted

Corparative Accomplishments

by Fiscal Years,
July 1, to June 30.
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Chart to be inserted
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' 35[ 3. ?m:eaunfg]nﬁeshgaiwn
oo | Bepuctoesd of Justice

Atlentic National Bank Annex
Jacksonville, Florids

RAA :EAM, ' ' : Septe ber 9, 1933

Director

Division of Investisation .
United States Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

‘Dear Sir: ‘ -

I Please be advised that Bureau Bulletin Number 37,
Fiscal Yea: 1934, has not been received by the Jackson-
ville Division Office.

VYery truly yours,

Acting Special Agent in Charge.
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVFR (:’
I DIRKCTOR

‘  Bibision of Inbestigation
H. 5. Brpartment of Justice
Bnalington, B. €.

February 5, 1334.

¢

DU FOT: . F. TOLSDH. .

(4]
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There ere zttocheqa cooieg of agnenaranéum cz=tea
venusry 5, 1:34, entitled "The Livieion Ji° Investigation",
sreseres L tne Identificction Lnit.

:

It ig sugsesten thut 400 eoiec of this memorznaus
snovls be alnessr: cinew —— 200 codiec to be retzinec in the
zuiiznt .-ctlon uitil neeted, cne 200 ¢d iec to be retzined

in thie oifice.

It is ectizmetec tizt tae eutire nuwber su.pested
721l be usco niiain 4he nest iy wontas.

T.e oripinul zav one cozy oi tais memorpacus rere
Turnirled you toluy to be forsrued o ar. JeosecM.oocevelt.
‘) -

It ie requectea that the ettachec cosies of tae
&bove naied neidrenGin~be~returne: to this office so tn €Y
@2y oe cent to tne Ituisiest Section 4o be mimes; LTLohed, us
fusrected,
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/WORKAND BBNHHRIESSOHGATION

the Comptrollef the Currency. Th®ivision of Investigation has
investigative jurisdiction over suchoffenses andiesires to receive
anlg)rmatlon indicating aiolation of the provisions of these

acts.

NATIONAL mor&ICLEHFTACT

Persons whivansport atolen motor vehiclefrom oneState

to anothe®Btate, knowi sante havdeen stolema ose?
cuted inhe mte&ma %r thetransporta%on Xh%ystolen

vehicle. Msspns who receivepnceal, stordyarter, sell, or&#39;
dispose @ny moteehicle moviag, orwhich isapdrt  or which
constitutes, interstate or foreign commerce, knowihg sameo have
been stolennay berosecuted ithe UnitedStates courtsihider

act, which is also known as the Dyer Act.

When anndividual is  found in possession of an automobile
and thereiseason to believe that his possessic &#39;ahtiter" f
vehicleigot lawful andhat thesaid motorehicle halseen stolen

an? tr r;[ orteid interst E% reign commerce .ihefeﬂﬂbs
calle e a ﬁ” |h iVI |_o|an,ve3| %t|%m! ?rlnade.
to detﬁrwlwﬂe %ft ehas beamiolation oft 18 atlong#sgc?tp&r%%9

Vehicle The #

JHEFT, susszztsmsnrildie GAL POSSE&EION,

GGOVERNMENT PROPERTY
| It is auiolationU Qtf fedteral&#Sgolaam_bezzl urloin, be

n [ | or Vi 0 . .
KRG At BiBein ™ DIESIGHivEstigz)
Jurisdiction*oveoftenses othis nature:5~-~~8#39:;- -- ,

SHAME TRAFRACT .

The WhiteSlave Traffic Act iBequently  referred to as the
Mann Act.Blefs  provides thaany Aoersowhcéd,mi\lvmgly trans-
port or cause tdoe transportedor aid or assist iobtaining trans; &#39;
portation for,or#n transporting, innterstate orforeign commerce,
any wonaargirl for the purposedrostitution or debaucheoy,to
engag_e_lqther immor@ractices, shallbe deemegdilty of a felonty.
The Divisioof Investigationis desirousof re_celvmdghany informatfion
which comés your attention indicating aviolation is” actl&#39; "

-S. &#39;
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~¥0RK AND FUNCTICRS ' N T

'IDENTIFICATION FUNCTIONS

riminals.

hich serve;éas a central clearibg house of record

based primarily upon’

ion files is T 0T
tjie largest and host complete collectipn of current . -
ce. | // : - L
On August Jl, 1933, there were/3,870, 10 fihgerpr nt écffj fj':

996,568 ipdex car@s in the Division's\archives. :

which gppesys in this pamphley illustrgting the growth of his?work
since fits i *eption]in 1924 through the fiscal yepr ended Juna,SO.

1933, [reflecys gra’ifying progress made possible the chboperation
of lgw-enforc ment/officials throughout the United, Statef and For-

] Qn August 31, abgroiimately 2,200\fingerpring rec-
ordg were being\ rfceived in the Identification Divigionfdailyjfrom -

6,046 contributing law-enforcement\iéencies throughbut fthe world.

All p
da{a on file i:lth Identificatioq Unit of the Divis)on of Idvestiga-
tigu. The service is given withopt coet to all reg

1aw4§nforcemen{ officers and agencies gsiring it.
franke¢d envelopes, the pamphlet éntitle

disposigions to
the DiWsion pre supplied gratig. The Division a}so flurni
request Yopigs of its pamphlets’ on the subject off latept fingerprints;
court decy{signs as to the lega}ity of taking fingerprihts §nd the ad-
missibili ficatjon
enry system of identification, dev)ised by|the Division's
experts andf\applied to its owr technical filesf: :

Ukon receipt of 7 fingerpgint card from a don}ributing Jlaw-
agkney, a letiyr/giving the\grimifial record, pr informjng

of the faqt thay no prior reéqord has been\Jogated, is serft to the fon-
tributor. itional copy iting a pr record fis
transmittpd in anrest cases for\{he benefit the proséqutor as An aid
in prosequti individual who\pas a prefio\s record of arresf.
This recprd is als) of value to the\Judge Yefory whom a case is firied,




‘\;J\.J

\ 7 WORK AND FUNCTIONS OF THE DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION
\ :

IDENTIFICATION FUNCTIONS

The Division of Investigation, in addition to its field
investigative offices, maint:ins en Identification Unit at Washing-
ton, D.C., which serves &s a central clearing house of records per-
taining to criminals. The informestion contained in the Division's
identification files is based primarily upon fingerprints, which con-_
stitute the largest end most complete collection of current value o
in existence.

On Februa:y 1, 1934, there were 4,114,375 fingerprint rec-
ords and 75,7/7,1.% index cards in the Division's archives. The chart
which appears in this pamphlet illustrating the growth of this work ‘
since its inception in 1924 throuzh the fiscal year ended June 30,
1933, reflects gratifying progress made possible by the cooperation
of law-enforcement officials throughout the United States and for-
eign countries. On lebruary 1, spproximately 2,200 fingerprint rec-
ords were being received in the Identification Division deily from :
;44 contributing law-enforcement agencies throughout the world. Al

‘,

All peace officers are invited to aveil themselves of the
date on file in the Identification Unit of the Division of Investiga-
tion. The service is given without cost to all regularly constituted
lew-enforcement officers and agencies desiring it. Fingerprint cards,
franzed envelopes, the pamphlet entitled "How to Take Fingerprints®,
and disposition sheets for the purpose of reporting dispositions to
the Division are supplied gratis. The Division elso furnishes upon
request copies of its pamphlets on the subject of latent fingerprints;
court decisions as to the legelity of taking fingerprints and the ad-
missibility of fingerprint evidence; end the modification and extension
of the Henry system of identification, devised by the Division's
experts and applied to its own technical files.

Upon receipt of a fingerprint card froz a contributing law-
enforcement azency, a letter giving the criuminal record, or informing .
of tae fact that no prior record has been located, is sent to the con-
tributor. An additional copy of the letter citing a prior record is
transmitted in arrest cases for the benefit of the prosecutor as an aid
in prosecuting the individusl who has a previous record of arrest..

This record is also of value to the Judge before whom a case is tried,
es it is oftentimes studied before determining the length and caaracter
of sentence which the court imposes on a convicted person. : S

v
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WORK AND FUNCTIONS OF THE DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION. -

The Division places notations in the files of its Identifica-
tion Unit upon request of peace officers, indicating that the arrest of
an individual is desired as a fugitive. Through this procedure, after
classifying and searching incoming cards, about 365 persons wanted for
various types of offenses ranging from misdemeanor 1o murder or &s es-
caped prisoners or parole violators are identified each month. This,
gervice is amplified and its value enhanced by the Division's action in
publishing and distributing to contributors of fingerprints, monthly
bulletins listing fugitives wanted throughout the country for major -
crimes. This bulletin also contains articles of current interest to .
law-enforcement officers, such as treatises on latent fingerprints,
ciphers or similar gubjects of & scientific character in the field of
criminology studied in the Division's research and criminological
laboratory.

For the benefit of constituted authorities these finger-
print records are also used on frequent occasions 1o identify unknown
deceased persons as well as individuals, who, because of some malady,
have forgotten their identity. Likewise, it proves of value in deter-
mining if applicants for positions, under the Civil Service of the
Federal, state, county or municipal governmenis, have & previous rec- .
ord on file which might show the applicant is not of a proper character
to receive the appointment. .

In maintaining its fingerprint files, the Division of Inves-
tigation employs the Henry system with current extensions, which util-
jzes all 10 fingers considered as & unit for the classification and fil-
ing of prints. 1In addition there is maintained a separate collection of
fingerprints of kidnapers and extortionists, which are filed individually
or singly. This collection is an auxiliary to the main file and is used '
primarily for the purpose of identifying latent fingerprints left at the
scenes of crimes by kidnapers and extortionists. Unless latent finger- '
prints of such offenders are those of the individuals whose separate im-
pressions are filed in the single-print collection, it is difficult for
the Division to identify the latent prints. However, if the names or
aliases of any suspectis are furnished the Division together with des-
criptive information, then the actual prints may be compared with the
latent impressions and thus it may ve possible to establish an identifi-
cation. : ‘ ‘ A

. In conducting its identifio‘iion work, the Division of
Investigation is essentially a cooperative organization and can fur-
nish to contributing law-enforcement agencies only that information-
which it receives from them. The assistance of the police, sheriffs,
wardens, state identification bureaus, and similar agencies has been

i
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very gratifying, but despite the splendid results which have been
accomplished, it is felt that this Division can render even more
effective service when it recejves all of the fingerprint records - :
which law-enforcement officials are in a position to furnish.. It -
is obvious that even better service can be given by the Division as
its records become more complete. A1l peace officers are therefor
invited to make the fullest possible use of this cooperative project.

A pamphlet has been prepared and is available entitled -
"How to Take Fingerprints," which contains instructions concerning
& simple and standardized method of taking fingerprints, and which
also refers further to the Division's identification activities, in-
cluding its participation in an international exchange of finger-
prints with the identification bureaus of - ' foreign countries for
the purpose of identifying eriminals who may have records of an
international character. The prints of persons arrested in the
United States will be sent upon request to any of these foreign ..
identification bureaus. Any law-enforcement officer who is now,
or may desire to become a contributor of fingerprints to the Divi-
sion of Investigation in its identification work, will be supplied
with a copy of this pamphlet upon request. The cost of the equip-
ment necessary to take the prints is trivial; in fact it may be im- "
provised locally with but slight expense. This Division will supply
the rieeded cards and envelopes which require no postage, without cost,
vhile the benefits of the information furnished by the Division are
manifold and so far outweigh the relatively small amount of work in- -
volved, that the service is usually continued after initial finger-
printing activities are started. - S

12
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WORK AND FUICTIOnS OF Tilk DIVISION OF IHVESTIGLTION ' l”((,‘

CRIME ST:TISTICS FUNCTIONS

§

In accordance with en kct of Congress epproved June 11, 1930, -
the Division of Investigation began the compiletion of uniform crime s
st=tistics. The collection of such crime dets had been initizted by the .
Comnittee on Uniform Crime Records of the Internstionsl Association of . ST
Chiefs of Police in Januery of that yeur in response to a long-felt ey
need for comparable crime stztistics on & netion-wide scsle. -

The syztea of uniform crize reporting includes monthly end
cnaucl reports of offenses known end offenses cleered by errest and ,
zn annuel report of the number of persons cherged, i.e., held for pros-
ecution, by the oolice. This Division provides tahe necessary return
foras &nd telly sheets, znd return envelopes which recuire no postage.
There is ulso aviileble for distribution to interested lev-enforcement
grencies the Manuel, "Unifora Crine Repcrting," waich includes deteiled
instructlons with reference to tane preparation of the crime reports,
end in sddition describe: end illustraztes the police record forms vhich,
if meintuined, will :acke availeble the data desired in the monthly and
znnuel crizme returns submitted to the Division.

In order to sup>leaent the stutistics obtained froa tae records
described ebove, the Division periodically mukes tubulations of data
Irou the fingersrint cards currently received from law-enforcenent
officials turoughout the country. The inforastion tsbulated from these
records pertsins sarticulerly to the age end srevious criminel history
of persons urrested end fingerprinted. This iaforaation, together with
the data obtuined froam the uniform crime Teports, is published in &
cucrterly bulletin which is =mziled to &ll interested law-cnforcement
officiels, as well as others hwuving a special interest in statlistics
of this chaeracter,

: Due in no saell meazure to the cooperation of Ppollice depart-
ments end other similsar szencies taroughout the country the osroject of.
collecting uniforz crime reports has shorn coatinued progress during

the pazt three jeirs.  In 1730 moataly returns vere received from 1,127
citiez, representiag a totel populetion of 45,929,965; in 13231 returns
vere received from 1,511 cities, representing e tot:l posuletion of
51,145,734; 3during 1932 taere vere 1,573 cities, with an e3zsregute pusu-
letion of 53,212,230, and during the calendar yerr o 1933 there vere
1,658 cities, vith a totul populetion of 62,357,262, which coatrib- =
uted tae crine reports. 4 mejority of the larger cities throughout the
country send t:ese resorts rezulerly to the Division. Any luv-enforce-
aeat officizls vno &re not now. contributing such reports are invited

to do so, und the neces ary blank forms way be obtzined without cost
from this Division. ’

13
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S WORK AND FUNCTIONS OF THE DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION - -

. CONCLUSION

The growth and development of the funct;ons of thxs D;vxsion
are matters in which we all can take considerable pride. Because of the
fact that this growth and development have been the result of a united
cooperative endeavor and because.law-enforcement officials and agenciee
throughout the Nation have as a result of their cooperation made this -
progress possible, it is believed that you will find an interest in the
accompanying charts which show the accomplishments during the past several
years. 1In the event more detailed information is desired in connection -
with the work of the Division of Investigation, it is hoped that you w111
feel free to confer with any Special Agent of the Division who comes into
daily contact with law-enforcement officials and agencies throughout the
Nation. 1In the event you desire additional information concerning the

FW “ $3 Wig
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Lt identification and crime statistics functions, your 1nqu1ry should be ad-
e dressed to:

S _ John Edgar Hoover, Director,

] Division of Investigation,

U. 8. Department of Justice,
Washington, D. C.

The office of the Director is open twenty-four hours each day.

Telephone Number: During daytime National 0185
At night National 7117
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- DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION
U. S. Department of Justice

J. Edger Hoover, Director

Insert Chart 33-4

Insert Chart 32-1
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