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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20535
February 26, 2018

MR. JOHN GREENWALD, JR.
SUITE 1203

27305 WEST LIVE OAK ROAD
CASTAIC, CA 91384

FOIPA Request No.: 1394857-000
Subject: EWING, WILLIAM MAURICE

Dear Mr. Greenwald:

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the
Freedom of Information Act. Enclosed is one CD containing 13 pages of previously processed documents
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no charge.

Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this
release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for this request, you may
request an additional search for records. Submit your request by mail or fax to — Work Process Unit, 170
Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request Number
in your correspondence.

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national
security records from the requirements of the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA). See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c)
(2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This response is limited to those records subject to the requirements of the FOIA.
This is a standard notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that
excluded records do, or do not, exist.

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.”
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all
correspondence concerning your request.

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States
Department of Justice, Suite 11050, 1425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001, or you
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOlAonline portal by creating an account on the following web
site: https://foiaonline.requlations.gov/foia/action/public/home. Your appeal must be postmarked or
electronically transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely.
If you submit your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of
Information Act Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be
easily identified.

You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing ogis@nara.gov. Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaquestions@fbi.gov. If you submit your dispute resolution
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so it may be easily identified.

Sincerely,

DLl

David M. Hardy

Section Chief,

Record/Information
Dissemination Section

Records Management Division

Enclosure(s)
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with
the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records
or information ( A') could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, (D)
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any
individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime
or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity
would be held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;
investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished

information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service
he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.

FBI/DOJ
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OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
1530 P STREET NW.

WASHINGTON, D. C.
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OFFICE FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
1530 P STREET NW.
WASHINGTON, D. C.
VANNEVAR BUSH
Director Zones 258
4 Novembsr 1944

be

e
Hon. Jo Edgar Hoover
Director
Federal Bureauv of Investigaticn
Pennsylvania Lvenue at 9th Street, . W,
Viashington, D. C.
tttention;

S

Tear ir. Hoovers e A EEER .

Cn Cctober 28, 1644 I wrote to you about a libelous
nimeographed notice wh“ch was %zlrv circulated by some unknown
persons concerning Dr. Maurice Winge

ince writines you, we have received from
Post Gflice Department in Woods Hole,
dassecrusetts, snother copy of The mimesogrephed uotice
purporting to have been sent out by this organizations The
document in cuestion I1s enclosed herewith for vhitever assist-
ence it may ~e to you in your investizationg.

We have unt yei written tg end wili not
do so until we have heard Ifror voue

Very urulv yvours,
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OFEICE OF SENCITIFIC RUESTAR!
AVD DEVELOPIEN

1530 P Street, ¥.W.
Washington, D.C, 25

T T Oonmtractors

PR Zecurity Officer

Subject: Dr. Maurice Ewing

information has come to this office that Dr. Twing

Ie to become the defendant in a prosecution under the
ann fct. As he 1s on the stalf of an YDRC contractor,

w2 are concerned that the pending action shall not
jeopardize se-curity in any war.

L you have Information relative to Dr. Ewino's
activities from Dec. 19 through 21, 1942, which misht
bear on this case, rleass Torward same to this office at
once,
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COPY~-JCG
COLUMEIA UNIVERSITY

DIVISION OF WAR RESEARCH

Committee Reply to the Undersigned
George B. Pegram, Chairman
Frank D, Fackenthal, Provost Columbia University
Henry M. Schley, Comptroller Broadway at 116th Street
New York 27, New York
Marshall Kay
Administrative Aide
b6
October 26, 1944 b7C

Dear

With this I send you one of the two copies of the
unsigned mimeographed memorandum purporting to come from your
office which were received by Columbia University this moming
and which I discussed with you over the telephone., The envelope
in which this copy came is also enclosed.

This missive is obviously a piece of spite work which
may have been sent solely to Columbia University because of the
fact that Dr. Ewing has accepted an appointment as Associate
Professor of Geophysics in Columbia University to become effective
after the completion of his war work., On the other hand, it may
have been given wider distribution, in which case you may hear of
it from other sources.

Sincerely yours,

/S/ George B. Pegram
George 3. Pegram, Chairman
Cormittee on War Research

Columbia University

@BP:lr

CC:
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EXACT COPY - abk

OFFICE OF SENCITIFIC RESEARCH
AND DEVELOPMENT

1530 P. Street, N.W. ‘
Vashington, D.C. 25

TO: NDRC Contractors
FROM: Security Officer

Subject: Dr. Maurice Ewing

Information has come to this office that Dr. Ewing
is to become the defendant in a prosecution under the
Mann Act. As he is on the staff of an NDRC contractor,
we are concerned thet the pendinz action shall not
Jeopardize security in any way.

If you have information reletive to Dr. Fwing's
activities from Dec. 19 through 31, 1942, which might
bear on this case, rlesse forward ssme te this office st
once.



COFY - %) 0ffice For Fmergency Manajgement
0. LCE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCC AND - [ VLOPMENT
1530 P Street MY
“Iashington, DeCa
Zone 25

238 October 1944

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover
Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
Fennsylvania Avenue at 9th Street, N. e
Washington, De C.

St

-

Attention:

/ b6
Dear Mr, Hoover: v/ b7C

Fyrsuant to a telephone conversation I had today'with[;;::;::::]
ted -

of your staff, I am ey e original of a letter
October 26, 1944 which Security Officer of the OS#D
received from Dean George B. Pegranm of Columbia Universiiy together

with the mimeographed copy of the alleged notice from the OSRD Securify
Officer to all NURC contractors.

This security notice follows the general f{orm and format of
security rotices put out by the OSED., This mimeographed document was
not issued by the OSRD Sgeurity Office and it may be calculated to
interfere with the work which Dr. Fwing is doing for us,

The initials "NDRC" stand foﬁ&Natianal Defense lesearch Committee,
which is & committee within the 0OSRD organigzations This committee super-
vises the letiing of research contracts to academic institutions and
industrial organizations throughout the country, Aiproximately 30,000
of the nation's scientists are ergaged in research for the N"FD, whole
ar part-time, under such contracts.

Dr. Ewlng is now employed by the “ioods llole Oceanographic Institute,
Woods Hole, Massachusetts, an NDitl contractor.

I would appreciate your checking into this matter to see whether
anything more than a grim prank is involved,

After the enclosed papers have served your purposes, I would
appreclate your returning them to me for our files, along with whatever
report you may wish to make.

Very truly yours,

¥nclosures Oscar M. Ruebhausen
eneral Counsel
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01"472613%7%' e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

MR. E. ) _ , @ - DATE: November 6, 1944;01:0%

7 SEN ENNRRREN Y

MISCELLANEDUS -~ INFORMATION CONCERNING ’ b7D

The Bureau has received a letter from the\ifﬂce of Scientific
Research and Developmept, Washington, D. C., enclosihg a mimeograph notice
containing the caption)™0ffice of Sencitific Research and Development,®

which as you will note not the correct name of this governmental agency.

- The mimeograph note was gent through the U. S. mails postmarked at New York

City to the President of Columbia University.

@
The mimeograph notice tends to accuse Dr. Maurice Ewing of
violating the Mamn Act. A check of the Bureau's files failed to reflect a
pending case of any kind against Dr. Ewing.

Dr. Ewing is now employed by the Woods Hole Oceanographic
Institute s Woods Hole, Massachusetts, an NDRC contractor.

RECOMMENDATION

‘There does not appear to be a violation of the Impersonation or
related statutes involved. However, there may be a possible violation of -
other Federal statutes involved and, accordingly, it is recommended that the
entire situation be placed before the Criminal Division of the Department. .

. Attached for your approval is a memorandum to the Criminal Division together

with a letter to the Office of Scientific Research and Development advising
them of the Bureau's action.

Attachments

Clegg_
Coffey__
Glavin_
Ladd .
Nichols_

. Rosen___
. Tracy__

Mohr

. Carson__
. Hendon__
« Mumford_
. Jones___
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MHH: ITJ b7C
Hovenber 5, 1944
Arector
Sifioe of Seijentific “esearch and Tevelopmernt

B office for tmergency Yansgemert

Y's 1530 ¥ Street, . ¥,
vashingtony D Ce Attentions Ure. Ososr i, Tuebhausen

Tids 18 to a cknowledge your letter of Notober 2%, 1944, addressed
o the attention of |:|r>f this Zureau.

The cortents »of gcmr latter topether with coples of the cdmeograph
bulletin bave been furnishod Lo the Criminal Tivisior of the Tepartment of
Justice to determice 1f there &5 irwvolved ﬂ violation of any Federal statute
within the jJurisdiction »f this Suresuw. Upon recedpt of a nply {roz the

crininal Division of the Derartment, you will be Nwrther advised.

¢ enclosures accompanying your letier are returned lerewith.
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Mr. Juinn Tamm -
Mr, Nease
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.- November 11, 1944

<) Director :
Office of “cientific Research and Development
Office for Emergency Manageaent
1530 P Street, K. %K.
- ¥eahington, D. C. Attention: ¥r, Cscar M. Ruebhausen

This s in reply to your letter of Hovember 4, 1944, enclosing
another copy of s mimeographed notics purporting to have been issued by
your organisation. As previously stated, this situation has been brought
to the attention of Assistant Attorney Ceneral Tom C. Clark, Criminal
Division of the Department of Justice, tc ascertain 1f there hss been s
violation of any Federsl statute within the jurisdiction of the Federal
Buresu of Investigation,

Yhen sdvice is received from ¥Mr. Clark, you will be advised of his
decision.
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95-017A16
DATE: November 11 “lOAA

Mr, Clark, Assistant Attorn?y/g;neral, Criminal Division

f

Pew |

Ty

Unknown Subject ;| _ 4ﬁ]hlscellaneous g ¥ ~'~~~w§
i

The Dlrector, Federal Bureau of Investigation

Information Concerning /1 B v

4}\’ €$ b

Reference is made to your memorandum dated Novehber 7, 1944,
copies of ra letter dated October 28, 1944, from the Office o .
Peﬁeaxchhandwnexelopmeni Washlngton, De Co, together with coples -of" a”

mimeographed notice allegedly 1ssued by that office, all relatlng *o the
above captioned matter,

Upon consideration of this metter, it is the opinion of this Division

that no violation of any Federal statute within the investigative

jurisdiction of the Federal Bureau_of Investl;.t}pn is, involved +

e e g ; “H
‘ s g ,g‘ ,)\.,

We are returning herewith one cOpy of each enclosure. \ ). ; f

-

b6
b7C
b7D
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Q¥ ICE Ow SENCITIWIC RESEARCH
AND DEVELORMENT

1530 P Street, N.W.
“fashingzton, D. C. 25

—e

TO: WDRC Contractors
FROM: Security Officer

Subject: Dre. Maurice Ewing

Information has come to this office that Dr, Twing

is to become the defendant in a prosecution under the Mann Acte.

As he is on the staff of an NDRC contractor, we are concerned that
the pending action shall not jeopardize security in any way.

If you have information relative *o Dr. Bwing's

activities from Dec. 19 throu:h 31, 1942, which might bear on this
case, please forward same to this offire at once.
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@Cw%‘“ Bovesber 23, 1944
. ¥r. Oscar ¥, Ruebhausen
Office For Emergency Mansgement
Office of Solentific Kessarch and Dovelopmt
1530 P Street, N.W,
Washington 25, D.C,

Reference is made to your letter of October 28, 1944, transmitting
s mimeogrephed motice ciroculeted smong NDRC contractors concerning
Dr. Hsurice Ewing.

As previously stated, this informstion together with a copy of the
mimeographed notice was furnished to ¥r. Tom C. Clark of the Criminal
Division of the Department of Justice. ir. Clark has now advised that
it 1s the opinion of the Criminsl Division of the Department of Justice
thet no violation of any Federal statute within the investigstive juris-
diotion of the Federsl Buresu of Investigation is involved.

In view of the above decision, no action can be taken by this Buresu.

A
i, Tolson }f
Mr. E. A, Tamm___ L%m
Mr. Cless .y !ﬁ ) #
Mr. Coffey i *'T%/
Mr. Clavin

.} . /
Mr, Ladd ¢ & w 3
Mr. Nichols u LN
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Attached are cuples «f a letter reoeived {rozm the [fice of Sclentific
Research anl Development, ‘asiingion, s e, topether with coples -f 2 mimeograrhed
rotice allegedly issued by the Ifice of lelerntific ‘escarch and leovelopmert, You
will note the tille of the alileged notice Dears the name "Offlce oI Jencltific
nesearch spd Dovelopmerd.®

The rotice allegedly circulated by tbhe (fflce of Sclertific ‘iescarch and
Uevelornment seems to indlcate that Urs “wing is sbout to bde subjected to prosocutio
for viclation of the Hann ‘ote This Bureau has no record of a pending case of any
type that can be identified with r. Iwing.

This alleged notice was sert through the Us Se mails addressed to "lhe
Fregidert, Colunbis University, Yow York, Hew York™ ard was postmaried in lew Tork
City.

The Mfice of Scientific “esearch amd Dewelopment Las requested the Hures
to check into this matter. lowever, before any action is talken I would ajpreciate
irg adviged by you whether there is irvelwed the violation of any Federzl statute
within our \qurmiictms.

Enclosures \ *
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