Documented Appropriateness Findings:  Signature, Surname, and Other Requirements 1
	Finding
	Refuge Manager’s Signature Required? 2
	Refuge Supervisor’s Concurrence Required? 3
	Other Requirements 4

	“New” use is found appropriate. 5
	Yes
	Yes
(see subsection 1.7 E. (5), 1.11 A. (3), and Exhibit 1).
	Attach written justification (see subsection 1.11 A. (3) and Exhibit 1) and complete compatibility determination before allowing.

	“Existing” use is found appropriate. 5
	Yes
	Yes 
(see subsection 1.11 A. (3) and Exhibit 1).
	Attach written justification (see subsection 1.11 A. (3) and Exhibit 1).  Existing compatibility determination allows use.

	“New” use is found not appropriate.
	Yes
	No
(see subsection 1.11 C. and D., and Exhibit 1).
	Deny without determining compatibility (see subsection 1.3).

	“Existing” use is found not appropriate during CCP process.
	Yes
	Yes 

(see subsection 1.11 D.).
	Provide public explanation of rationale for finding and describe how use will be terminated, phased out, or modified to make it appropriate (see subsection 1.9 A.).

	“Existing” use is found not appropriate outside of CCP process.
	Yes
	Yes

(see subsection 1.7 E. (5) 1.11 C. and D., and Exhibit 1).
	As expeditiously as possible, terminate or phase out use, or modify it to make it appropriate (see subsection 1.3).


Notes
All reference citations are to the NWRS Appropriate Refuge Uses policy (603 FW 1) unless otherwise indicated.

1. This table provides guidance regarding required signatures and surnames, and other requirements for refuge appropriateness findings for which an appropriateness form is completed (i.e., the “Finding of Appropriateness of a Refuge Use” form, FWS Form 3-2319; also 603 FW 1, Exhibit 1).  Although all appropriateness findings must be documented in writing (see subsection 1.7 E. (4), an appropriateness evaluation is not triggered by and this form is not required for the following situations.  A compatibility determination may still be required before some of these uses/activities are allowed.
A. Situations where FWS-NWRS does not adequate jurisdiction to prohibit a use (see subsection 1.2).
B. Exercise of reserved rights, treaty rights by Native Americans, or other situations where legal mandates state FWS-NWRS must allow certain uses (see subsection 1.2 A., 1.10 D. (6), and 1.10 D. (7)).
C. Refuge management activities (see subsection 1.2 B. and NWRS Compatibility policy at 603 FW 2.6 M.).
D. Uses which contribute to fulfilling the NWRS mission, or refuge purpose(s), goals, or objectives which are described in a refuge management plan approved after October 9, 1997 (see subsection 1.6 A. (2)).
E. State fish and wildlife agency activities which have been documented to directly contribute to achievement of refuge purpose(s), goals, and the NWRS mission; are addressed in a CCP or formal agreement; or are approved under national policy (see subsection 1.2 B.).

F. Wildlife-dependent public uses, including hunting, fishing, wildlife observation and photography, and environmental education and interpretation (see subsection 1.3 A., 1.6 A. (1), 1.10 A., 1.11 A. (1), and Exhibit 1).
G. Take of fish and wildlife regulated by a State, such as fishing, hunting, and trapping (see subsection 1.3 B., 1.6 A. (3), and Exhibit 1).
H. Uses which have already been described in a refuge CCP or step-down management plan approved after October 9, 1997 (see subsection 1.7 D. (1), 1.7 E. (5), and Exhibit 1).
I. Authorized military activities that directly benefit refuge purposes (see subsection 1.10 D. (3) (b)).

2. Refuge Managers must sign and date all, documented appropriateness findings (see Exhibit 1 or FWS Form 3-2319).  Refuge Managers are to consult with State fish and wildlife agencies, and the Refuge Supervisor when evaluating the appropriateness of a use which could affect fish, wildlife, or other resources of concern to a State fish and wildlife agency (see subsection 1.7 E. (3) and 1.12).

3. A Refuge Manager may determine that a use is appropriate if it is a wildlife-dependent public use; or a is use which contributes to fulfilling the NWRS mission, or refuge purpose(s), goals, or objectives, as described in a refuge management plan approved after October 9, 1997.  These determinations do not require documentation or concurrence by the Refuge Supervisor (see subsection 1.11 A. (1) and (2)).
4. Appropriateness findings made during development of a CCP should be incorporated into the CCP document (e.g., appended with the compatibility determinations) (see subsection 1.9 A. and 1.11 D.).  Copies of all completed and signed/dated appropriateness forms are to be forwarded by the Refuge Manager to the Refuge Supervisor who is to forward them annually to the WO-NWRS for inclusion in a national refuge uses database (see subsection 1.7 D. (5), and 1.11 C. and E.).  Decisions to allow a new use or terminate/modify an existing use may trigger NEPA process/documentation requirements (see subsection 1.11 D.).
5. The Regional Chief for the NWRS makes the final appropriateness decision when the refuge supervisor does not concur with the refuge manager’s positive appropriateness finding (see subsection 1.7 C. (1)).
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