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B. "FOR ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY SOBER FROM AMBASSADOR STOLTZF‘US
" 1. THANKS YOUR MESSAGE., [

|
[ T WAS PLANNING

| o
SR ICTLY RIVATE VISIT TO IRAQ SOMETIME IN 1575, I ADDED THAT IRAQIS T

MIGHT INTERPRET SUCH VISIT AS LOW-KEY HINT THAT WE WOULD WELCOME

IMPROVEMENT OF RELATIONS BETWEEN US AND IRAQ. I TOLD ZANFORD™ I

FRESUMED THIS wOULD NOT CAUSE IRAN ANY PROBLEMS. ZANDFARD

REPLIED HE SAW NO PROBLEM AT ALL. IN FACT QUITE THE CONTRARY.
"2. FYI, I CLEARED WITH ROY IN OCTOBER IN WASHINGTON IDEA OF MY

PAYING STRICTLY PRIVATE VISIT TO IRAQ. SINCE THEN I HAVE BEEN IN

CORRE'SPONDENCE WITH ART LOWRIE. WE HAVE AGREED I SHALL COME

UP. TO BAGHDAD AT SOME MUTUALLY CONVENIENT TIME, PERHMAPS EARLY

IN THE NEW YEAR. END FYI,

C. I LEAVE IT TO YOUR JUDGMENT WHETHER STOLTZFUS CLARIFICAT ION
WILL BE SUFFICIENT OR WHETHER YOU SHOULD

D. I AM FORWARD ING TO STOLTZFUS YOUR QUERY TO ME AND THIS
REPLY SO THAT YOU BOTH WILL MAVE THE SAME INFORMAT ION. PLEASE
LET ME KNOW IF YOU HAVE ANY FIRTHER QUESTIONS ON THE MATTER.
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