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N I 9 ~ 5 Z ~~ 24 AUGUST l9o6 

DOl 18 AUGUST 1966 

WUKT EVIDENCE OF CONFLICT IS THl: CUBA!i EMDASSY IN &-!lv:XCO CON

CERNING THE CASE 01~ VICTOH P.ICO GAL-\N 

MEXICO, ME."UCO CITY (20 Al'GUST 19G6) I'UlD NO. 

A MEXICAN INIELLFC'I'UAL ;.:;:o IS, A NE'lf, tr:-;;~ITTHiG REPORTING 

ASSET. SOURCE H.AS CULT1lRIIL I<:".'D FAMILY Tl&S IN CI.."BA. . III 

OBTAINED THIS HlFORY..ATIO"i D"vRING CONFlDl:."h'"UAL DISCUSSIONS 

YITH OFFICIALS OF THE Ct.!il.\N Ekill.ASSY IN ll£XICO. 

• 
1. P..EAI:QUARTERS romgENT: ACC·:>RDING TO PRESS A~L'1\"T'S 1 

VICTOR !.!2'J GALAN, A SPAHISH-OOR.'l JOUR..\ALIST RESIDING IN .la!'EXICO 

CI'rY, WAS ARRESTED BY THE MEXICAN POLICE ON 12 AU.VUST WITH 27 , __________________ _ 
MEN A~'D 6 .'fCJa:N AND CHARGED WITH "CONSPIRACY ON A NATIONAL SCALI"; 

'I'1iE GROUP WAS ALLEGED TO HAVE H.EL.D ME:EtDlGS TO PLAN SUBVERSIVE 

TACTICS AND ACTIVITIES AGAINST TK1 NATII)X'S IN4'ERFAL BBCUJUTr. 

POLICE ALSO CLAIMED THAT '!"HE JOltBERS .HAD BEEN IN RADIO COh'TAC'l 

lfiTH ORGANIZATIO~S IN CUBA. THE 17 AUGUST EDITION 01' IL Ul:'IVERS.U. 

OIUFIOO NOTlD .THAT TBI POLICI WERE INVESTIGATING TU POS~lBILJTf .. 
A::t::C-k-B-J Ji6 POK!JON BUI88 ,_,,_,_J '"'-"' _.. ... , 
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OF "FOREIGN INVOLVEMENT" IN VIEW OF THE ff,C."r THAT RICO GALAN WAS 

READY TO BOARD A CUUANA FLIGHT ~1IF.N H.E WAS ARRESTED. FURTHER Rl~-

POP.TS CL.Alldlm THAT 48 PERSOXS WEllE DETAH:ED AS A RESULT OF THE 

COUNU!JP, FOR EARLIER REPORTHiG ON 1'HIS CASE, SEE TDCS-314/10486-56, 

20 AUGUST 1966,· TDCS-314/10419-66, 18 AUC:U3T 1966, liND. TDCS-
1 

314/10347-66, 15 .AUGIJST 1966. ,'~ 
I 

2. ON 18 AUGUST ABELAROO CURHELO P.\DRON, ClnMN CONSUL IN 

laXICO CITY • SAID THAT THE SE:SDP.I'G OF AM OLD DC-4 AIRCRAFT TO 

~ICO FOOU CUBA ON 16 AUGUST WAS OSTENSIBLY A SPECIAL SERVICE 

PROVIDED 'fOR JOSEP".dH'I"E BAK.Ert TO TRJ.2;SPORT HER :!olD HER ~CHI~~; { 

'ro MEXICO. ACCORDING TO CURBELO, HOWEVER, THIS PLANE ALSO GAVE ... 
'mE C'CBANS ;N EXCUSE FOR NOT EVACUATING THE MEXICANS IMPLICATED 

lN 'nm RICO GALAN CASE WHO 'wERE PRESSING THE CUBAN EMBASSY FOR .. 
SANC'l1!.ARY IN CUBA ro AVOID ARREST. CURBElO Ih1HCATED "!'HAT THE 

CUBANS WERE VERY FRARFUL f"'~ CUB.AH-KEX!CAM RELATIONS IN VUN OJ' . 

'I'HE RICO GALAX CAS! AND DID NOT WANT ro BB ACCUSED BY THE I!OaiCANS 

OP GIAN'TINQ ASYLWI TO GUILTY PARTIES. · . 
. .. .. . .. ... 

' . .. .. 
I. OM 15 AUGUST JULIAN LOPEZ DUZ, CUBAN PUSS AND CULTVIAL 

' - . . ........ ' 

- , 
ATTACH!, HAD ADVI&m A RIEMD NOT 1'0 TAD THE 18 AUGUST PUJfl TO 

CtiB.A BECAUSE TH.EBJ. WIRE OOING TO BE SIVDAL llEXICAMS ABOARD TO 

ISCAPB ARREBt' Uf m1 RICO GALAN CASI. AS IT TURND OUT, OOUVD, 
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ONLY riVE PERSONS FLEW l~ CUBA IN THE DC-4 AND NO MEXICANS WERE 

AMONG THE~. (SOURCF: COMMENT: IT IS VERY UNU:.,'UAJ. FOR CUBANA ro 
CARRY ONt'l Jo'IVE PASSF.NGERS OS ITS MEXICO-TO-HAVA:l_A RUN.) WUEN 

ASKED 'l'ffiY HE DID NOT 00 MORE IN CULTURAL PR~SS WQRK FOP. CUBA, LOPEZ 

REPLIED THAT IT WAS NOT UIPORTAtiT 1 BUT Wll.r\T ~/1S IMPOflT.AHT WAS 

ASSISTING THE REVOLUTIONARY FOTlCES IN MF.':ICO, (SOURCE: COMMENT: 

LOPEZ IS Pr..ODABLY A SECURITY Oft ll\.i'ELLICF.:WE RI:PP.RSEh-fATIVE AT 

THE CUnM• E~IBASSY, Sl:{CE HE IS \'l:RY CLOSE TO RlCO Gf,J...AN AND AP

PEARED 1'0 FEEL THAT TilE MEXICANS CO?n:ECTED 'P'ITH .. THE CASE WHO HAD 

NOT YE'r BEEN ARPJ:STED SHOULD HAVE BEEN GI\'!::!~ PASSAGE TO CUDi_.) 

4. ON 12 AUGUST FER.~ANOO RIC£ GALAN, VICTOR'S BP..OTHER, WAS 

OBSERVED IN THE CUBA:SA OFFICE IN M:::XICO CITY hT'TEYPTING TO ARRANGE 

fOR A FLIGITr TO H.WA~lA. THt FLIGHT DID i'OT CO!rili TO MEXICO CitY 

THAT DAY AND :FERNANDO Y!AS LATER ARRESTED IN THE ROt.r:-IDUP, ALSO 

ON 12 AUGUST ONE NOEL BARRA ZENIL WAS OBSE!WED ATTEMPTING TO AR-

RANGE PASSAGE TO CUBA. (SOURCE COMMENT: BARRA IS A RABID COH-

UIDUST R.E'r'OLUTIONARY WHO IS (;LOSE TO RICO GALAN A1-«'D UNTIL RECENTLY 

lAS A LONG-TUIE RESID:E.'lc"l' or RAVANA.) (HEADQUARTERS OOv.MENT: A 

USUALLY RELIABLE SOURCE REPORTED THAT I.N MAY 1956 ALVAR NOEL BARRA 

ZRNU .. WAS LISTED AMONG PERSONS CONSIDERED TO BE 'I'HE MOST AC'riVE 

II!JmERS OF THB PARTIDO OBRERO-CAM.PESINO MEXICANO ~POCK, MEXICAN 

WORKER-PEASANT PARTY), A SNALL MARXIST SPLINTER GROUP. SEE CS
}02909 18 SEPTEYBER 1956.) 
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