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CONFIDENTIAL 

ru!:: EJERCITO CUSANO ANTICOMUNISTA 
--(FRENTE- ESOOWRA"t')::=- . . 

(CUBAN AtiTI-CO~~tUNISl' .ARM'£) 
(ESOOWRA"t' FRONT); 
INTERNAL SECURITY ... CUBA; 
REGISTRATION a\CT • CUBA; 
NEUTRALitY MATTER. 

On April 4, 1963, M}l T-l, who ho.s furniohed · ro
ltebla information in the past, obtained information from 
a oourco who ia involved with Ar.lorican criminal elements 
in lk~., York .and Hiumi • who obtained inforw.tltion from .an 
unlmo"'-n oourca, wha3a reliability is unknown, but -who io 
in a poaition to furnish· sorua information concerning this 
c:.~ttcr. I .--, '-/...., ".-:.·c. ')0 ..... ,_,.. <J· ""_, ~ 

It t-J:l:> reported that in thvl~tc evening hours. of 
t.;:;ril 3, l%.3, Fronk Anthony Sturgi~{. also kno\>m til> Frank 
;::"io:.:i:.1i, .nn A::::crican .soldier of fortune involved in Cuban 
~u'lolu~ionnry nctiviticD, reportedly stated that until re
cently, th~ "Violyn III 11 h::.d been loclltcd in Naples, Florids, 
under Fiorini's ~ohtrol. Fi0rini continuad that an inflltra
tic::l miil!::iO:t. ~-n:w planned by Fio:dni and E11elio Duque (matro• 
nyGlic; n:.:r.c ur.l..-:no,,'Ii), ·,.:,arein Duque and his men would infiltrate 
into Cub~ to cc~agc in guerrilla activities against the Cuban 
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i.E: z.n::o.Cil'O CUBANO Al~l'IC<MJ'NISTA 

Covcrn:::cmt, and Fiorini 'W'Ould _later _supply them by air· 
·pienc ·froi:s tho United States. Duque was das~r1bod as a 
C..;ba.n exile residing in Miacd, Florida, who is active in 
enti-Caatro D.ctivides. ·. · 

Fiorini clo.imlli!d.to have arranged for the use 
of the boat nviolyn III," and made the ·arrangcmoru::s with 
thr! u..r:1cr, Alexander I~ Rorke, Jr.·, free lance news.p.aper 
t:.n::1, \i:io.has been periodically involved in Cuban revolu· 
tic.n.zry a:~tivitica. Rorke agreed to allow Fiorini use of 
the bo.1t if, in return, Rorke's organization, U. S. Freedom 
Fightc:-a, '!.Jould roceivo ct::edit for any succoss.accomplished 
b7 Fiorini. 

Later, this boat waa :roved to. liurco, Florida, 
cr.1 the C·.:if of Nexico side qf Florida. Thereafter; Rorke 
c~~nz~d his mind and warttcd the boat back, but Fiorini 
clai.!;;:.C:d he d.!.d not kno-..t where:. the boat vas, or where it had 
.Z0":1C• Sc::c ti:r.o lutcr, the 1'Violyn III" and another large 
C...:::.::.;; left th~; Flori-:l.a e1rca. 

ioi.'t:cr tho '\'iolyn nru left .fro::a somewhere 'on tho 
t?c::;~ Co.:::.n of Florid;1, F1·anlr.. Fiorini. along with drplc.na . 
::;ilc.t Bill Johnson and Jerry Buchar..an 1 an American adventurer, 
:::;:;::::i::od .:1 smn.ll bo£lt und wet tile "Violyn III" and the othor · 
!c:::z::: bo:.t c.t a>!a. Tho sm.o.il boat loaded on t.:o the two lar
ger Ov.:ltG cnsolino·and food. Jerr}' Buc:haua.n, at that time, 
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R.E: EJERCil'O :CUBANO AN'I'ICOMUNISTA 

bo:1rdc..~ tho "Violyn III. 11 The two' largor boats then 
dcp:1rtcd for an unknown destination. Fiorini and Johnson 
returned to Florida in the small boat. 

Hho iHla !urniohed reli.ablo · 
inforr.:ntio::l in the past, .obt:aincd ao:r.c inforo:ation from an 
l.:;;"lte:::tc9. aourcc wi.th .contacts in the naharoa5, who obtained 
infort::latic:.:. frc:n an tmidcntified pcr~;on. Uc aJv!oed that it 
H.:lS rcr-o:ctcd that several hours aftc:c F'!orini waa arrested 
on Norman Key, Bdttah authorities in tiw Bahe.mas stopped and 
boat·dad tho 11Violyn III" end arrentcd <~orae thirteen CubaruJ 
end J·~;;-cry Buchanan who were aboard. 

On April 4, 1963. NH T-3 adviacd th.l t the Br:!.tiah 
l!.utho.ritic.J rcleaaed the "Vlolyn III" and the cre\-1, and in
;,; true ted thci:l to proceed to Miami. 'r'nc o thcr boat which 
orig:!.r:L!lly a.cccmpunicd the "Violyn III," name of this boat: 
unkno~·rn, csc.upcd and t.,ras being sought by tho British and the 
United Stutes Coa~t Guard. · 

CO~FI DEN'TIAL 

-3-

~.-· 1. 

.; 

... 
' .. 



.. 

I 
I 

l 
I 
' I 
l 

i .... 
l 
! .•. 
i 
! 

_;. 

'i 

I 

I 
l 
' l 

~ ~-· 

I 
I .. 
I 
I 

I 

. 

.. 

"!·- -... 

C.ONFI DENTIAL 

,./· 

RE: EJER.C:~l'C:) CUBANO ANl'IC:mnJNISl'A 

" ,.. 
On Aprl~ 4, 1963, Fiorini reportedly claimed that 

ha had been in radlo contact with the above-mentioned uniden;.; 
tificd boot, .nnd it. w.:ts tied up at an ~Bland in the Bahamas, 
exact loc~tion of whic~ was not disclosed. The'boat was re
portedly ·c.:!.rnouflaged . and heard the U. S. Coast Guard plane$ 
flyi.rig above in D.n effort to locate it. Fiorini claimed he 
could supply this unidentified boat with fuel and food,. if 
rcqucs ted by this boat, and thn t he had availab lo an Aero
Coc:.;n.::lndcr airplane in Hiami and two fast powerboats lqcated 
aorocu~1cro north of Miami. It was not .known what manner of 
radio comff.unication was used by Fiorini to contact the un~ 
identified boat. 

On April 4, 1963, local newspaper, radio.station~ 
and tclcvizion stations in Miami, Florida, reported that the 
''Vlolya III" had dcpnrtcd from Nassau and ~.;as cnroute to 
Kiomi with a U. S. Coast Gu~rd escort. Miami Attorney Charles 
R. A!:ihr::::-mn ;:;:.:ldc prco.s announc.;r.ient:s that the crew of thlol 11Vio;. 
~yn III" vJvuld not: return to tho U•~ited States. 

In the c.:1rly morning hours of April :5, 11963, · 1-t·l T-3 
.!!dv:l.sod tht!t A!lhmann c::laiulcd the '~'-v'iolyn III" woulo rendez
vous uith the other unidentified boat and would complete its 
iniilt~~tion mission to Cuba. 

On April 5, 1963, tN T-4, a representative of another 
Govern~cnt agency, .advised that on the af-=ernoon of April 4. 
1963, the "Violyn III~' left Nas:.;au, BahallUls, on a general course 
for the Unite<! States~ and .at that date was at the r~.orth ·tip of 
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RE: EJERCil'O CUBA~O ANl'ICOMIJNISl'A 

t~ndr o o Island in the Ba_hamas. Because the ''Vialyn III" 
\r~s in ehallow water, the u·. S. Coa~t Guard discontinued 
its sur\reiliance of the ''Violyn III" by. boa.t, and the sur• 
vcillcnce "<-tas taken over by U. S. Coast Guard aircraft. . 
At about 8:20 ·p.M., the ''Violyn III" turned off its running 
lights c.nd had not been seen by the Coast Guard. dnca.tbat 
time. 

1~1 T-4 reported that there is a Sigma-type Cuban 
fiohinz bo.:it whioh was stopped .near Williams Key off the 
coast of: 1~ndrews Island on April 5, 1963. :r-~t T-4 said this 
Sigc::..:1 boat was possibly the boat that \·.r<:is supposed to rendez .. 
vous tlith the ''V.iolynn III" for an infiltration mission in
to Cub~. There is an ~irplaric landing strip at t-1illialllS Key· 
which could not be used because someone had placed a great 
quuntity of rocks and drifrWood on the runway. 

On April 5, 1963, t-'.r. Chester. A. t·!oish, Chief, 
Invcsti~ations Branch, Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
Hia::ni, edvised thni: the "Violyn III" had just arrived at the 
1X!.:l\lull, Key Bizcayne. Mi.:1mi. The Cubans ubo.::trd were to be 
t~!>:C:'! by INS authorities to iNS detention facility at Opa 
Lockn, Floridu. where intcrvie\v:J were to be conducted, and 
nny Unite-...; States citizens on board ~•ere to be taken by INS 
nuthoritics to INS Headquarters in Hiai:!i, where these indi
vidu3la ~1ould be interviewed for any possible violations of 
Federal lQ";J concerning U.· S. passport regulations. 

Prcr>erty of ~~BI - This document is locmed to you by 
the .FJI, and neither it nor its conteats arc to be distributed 
o~tside the agency to which loaned • 
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UNITJo:.o STATf;~ DEP.~RTMf.NT ot· JUSTICE 

fEDERAL BUREAU OF INVUTICATION 

WUIIII'ICTOIII liS, D.C. 

April 8, 1963 

ANTI-CASTRO ACfiVITIES 

The ''Violyn Ill," a boat utilized by 
Anticomnrunht Arirry, Escambray Front, in its anti-Ca . .stro 
activities, was recently captured by British authorities 
together with a number of a.nti-Castro rdders. The boat 
a.nd the anti-Castro raiders han·e subsequently return£'d to 
Miami, Florida. . ·.~·.;_·. . 

In this connection sn informant who h£1!'1 furnished .. -./ 

reliable .inf-ormation ln the past. on April 4, 1963, advise~,, : ... .. ·- · 
that during the previous evening .r·rank /-nthony Sturgis, who .. 1. -: ., •. 
is more commonly known as. frank f'iorint, a former Castro f 
supporter end en American soldier of fortune who has b.:!~n 
engag~d _in lmtl"Castro endeavors since his break with the 
Castro regime, stated that until recently dte ''Violyn III" 
ht\d been located at. Naples,· Florida, und~::r fiorini' s control. 
1-n infil trntion mf.sslon hlid been planned by florini and 
Evelio.Duqt;ft:!, lender of the CHban Anticormnuni~t Army, Escmnbray 
l''ront, wher€h)' Duque and his men .,..oulcl infiltrate into Cuba 
and would later be supplied by Fiorini by plane from the 
United State3. 

Fiorini stat~d he hEld rarranged wl th AlP.x1mder I. 
Ror.ke, Jr., a· free-lance newspaperman who has bc~n :Involved 
in aflti-Ca:.tro activities 1 for the usc of the ''Violyn III. 1

' 

Rorke permitted the use of this boat but stntcd that he 
wonted his organization, the U, ~. Freedo~ Figh~crs. to 
receivE uome of .the credit for any successes Rchieved. 
Rorke subsequently changed his mind and wanted the ~~at back 
but Fiorini claimed that it had departed and thE!t hl:! did not 
know where it was • 

. 0. ~·,z1~·~c:(i.:....; .. ci 1.'1· . 
" ;:f;_:J.·-· ~,, - .-.If/ 
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~~~~.~~~ ;~;I~:~=~~~~·:~~::~~~:;:~;:~~:~::r:~~ 
an adventurer, rcnte_d a small- boat and made a rendezvous with 
the 'other tvo boats at se·a •. Buchanan transferred to one of. 
these t:vo vessels and gasoline and food supplies. which had 
been on the· small boat wc::re loaded aboard these tvo vessels • 
. norini and Jvhnson then returned to Florida in the rented 

. boat and the other two continu~d on. their way. 
t; I ~-It--~ . -z._,; I -- ;;L)--/-':-' 2.: 

rl ,..,_:/ . ~ubsequently Fiorini, Johnson and Jose l1aria 
J V -~nzalez Hernandez(. a Cuban radio op<.:ra tor, proceeded to 

Nassau, Bahamas, rented a plane and fh:w to Norman Key in 
the B£Ah61llas. immediately thc:r~after thiB group was arrested 
by British author! ties who ,sent thun back to l1inrn1, l''lorlda. 
Several h,_urs after l''ioriili vas arrested on Norman Key, thf.l 
British stopped lll')d boarded the uviolyn III" and arre!.;ted 
Buchanan and a number of Cubans who we~.i aboard. On 
J.pril 4, 1963, tho British rcl~Cosed the "Violyn IU" and ita 
cr~-w with in~tructions that they ~hould proceed to Mia~!. 
The o-ther boot escnped. i~;-. iH'1··'·1 ·r~ ul· r;;.·,;"t twe,;_otl -'l> ('~~,/,·/ 

;i.;'f,pw,;. • ._, ~~: 11;~~1[ ~·:on~~:;~ :~~~2 claimed he had been in 

radio contact with the· bont that had escapl!d ~nd that ·it woa 
then docked at an island in the Bah~~as. Fiorini did not 
diaclose the exact location of the boat but claimed he could 
supply 1t vith food ond fuel if requested and that he hed lin 
airplane and two fast power boats available in tlae Mi~i area. 

'----~-¥·~--- ----· ----#··- ~----- .. 
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