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SUBJRCI': KAMKIN, Vietor Petrovioh 
AI-2752 - SSD-90097 

A review of Subject• a file has been made in ccnnection with 
a roque st !rom the r ::' ... :: ~ Dosk w1 th reference to 
infonnation from th~~ :]that Subject•s Washington 
book store, as of the SW~llller of . , was mr of the .four book stores 
in the Unitsd States Where subscriptions could be bought for "RODI~~~ 
the bull":tin edited by the Repatriation Committee of East &r.lln~ ··· · 
11 RDDINA~'; (LA PATRIE), 'Which is distt-ibuted in various languages 
and is ,ril.ciiiea iri sealed envelopes, has been .forbidden distribution 
in F:rarice. (See attached thermofax.) 

Security files reflect that in April 1957 the FBI advised that 
Victor Petrovich KAMK!N, Elena Andreevna KAMKIN and Nina SAPELKIN 
had been the. sub.ject:s of an Interruil Security - R type investigation 
as of 1951 and thatt· "Th4"1re is no derogatory data o.f a subversive 
nature in the files o.f thia Bureau concerning the subject of your 
inquiry ( KAHKIN).. It should be noted, ho1orever, that Victor 

~ji.~% Petrovich KAMKIN is currently of investigative interest to this 
Bureau and, accordinglY, it is requested that any contact of him 

I ~: beh~!jr 9r the_J:entra1 rn:•~ndl•d _~w__tM,o__] 

1.,-~--~'"" _ _r= . 
M"''>. ~1'11"4t...l<i ·,... According to an undated blind memorandum. ( poe:sibly a Statf C 
Ado L~".u .""f.ff.trll7« memorandum), Nina SAPELKI!J is Elflna KAI1KIN' s s::~..ster and as of 
~~~~h7~ ... ~.~f":,;::;~. 1951 was living with the KAMlO:Ns in Tennessee • Nina SAPEL.KIN ~as 
~~~:'l.C. tq.:;:= ... ._:~,..,.. born :l.n Ruas5.a .18 August 1912; and was evacuated frCJm Shanghro. to 
'\::.. ~" .. :··<,;~~·-...:.Samar, Philippin" Islands under IRO auspices in April 1949, 
'·,..1 ""~ 1 '',.. · · · · accompanied by her husband Semen I. SAPELKIN and their two children. 

She came to the United States in 1951 and lived in Tennessee !"or 
a time w~th the KAMKINs. The SAPELKINs reportedly renounced 
Soviet citizenship in Slanghai in Septen:ber or Oct.cber 1948. 

The KAMKINs also ware born in Russia and K/J'o!KIN attended 
high school and uni. ver&i ty in Harbin, Manchuriao Thereafter until 
1YL5 he was in the printing Bnd publishing busiMsa in ChinaJ and 
during 1946-4'1 says he was \'ri.th 11Special Services, Section II, 
Am ph., Marine Corps", vrorking on 1 ts newspaper, 11 North China 
Msr1ne 11

0 In 1947 he was co-publisher of "Free Worc::P' which he says 
was .an anti-Soviet newspaper closed by pressure of the Soviet 
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Consulate. From 1947 to 1949 he stated tr.at he wna the owne1· of 
the "Anchor Print.ing Shop" in which the 11Uort.b China Marine" 
continued publio&tion :l.n Tsingtao1 China. The Kf.MKJ:Ns emne to 
the United states in 1949 arriving in San Francisco in March. 

As of 1957 KAJ<f.KIN was being used on an unclasoi.f'ied basis by 
the CIA Librc:!cy asa publications procurement channel. It is, of 
course, possible that Subject's interest in "RODINA" is on behalt 
of thie Agency. 

The other book stores involved in the report to tho French 
· Desk were the well known Communist 11Four Continents Book Store" 1 

(MB-2000) 1 "Imported Publications and Products" (~~-2001-I) and 
11Un1veraal Distributors Company" (1/91916). These organ:izations are 
registered under the Foreign Agents Registration Act. The Four 
Continents Book store :i.e flagrantly' COJmllu.nist q. needs no def:f.ning; 
and tho Rimported PubllcatioruJ and Products" is rtrport.ed to be 
one of the fotrr principal outlets for Communist political prop­
aganda in the United states. 11Urd.versal. Distributors Company" is 
described as "an official distributor of Communist Party Liter&tu.re" 
and as "Communist coritrolled11 • It is the distrlhuting agency for 
the Four Continents Book Store. 

Information from a reliable confidential informsnt reflects 
t.hat during the SUl'IUl'l.er of 1959 K.AloflCIN indicated he planned to 
opon a branch book store in San Francisco to be operated by s. 
SAPELKIN. Tho store was to be cnlled Znanie., Russian Book StoreJ& 

· and located at 5237 Gear,y street, san'Frincisco. This s. SAPF.:IJcrN, 
in all probability"' is !-irs. KAMKIN1s brother-in-law Semen I.; 
SAPELKIN"' MS...5000, who with his wife Nina, nee DAVIDOVA, aka 
DAVIDOF, was the subject of an FBI Record Check Requeet in M~ 
1955. (Tho wife Nina, per the check sh.·ot, resided at Rout-e 
1, Van Leer, Tennessee from 1951 to 1952, which was the KAMKIN1 s 
address during this period.) 

The 1955 FBI Record Check Bequest on SAPELKIN indicated that 
he was formerly a painter; that hie w.ife Nina was a dentist; that 
both were born in Russia; that he arrived in the United States 
from France around the end of 1'954, was stateless and bad hi:11 first 
paperJ and that she arrived in San Francisco 5 June 1951. They 
were residing at 1405 Harvard street, N.w., Washington, D. c. 
(which was the addrefls of Subject' 5 book store) J and had formerl,y 
rflsidad in Tientsin and Shanghai, China. Both their childrf"n 
were born in Tientsin, one in 1946 and one in 1949 • 

.An PJ check requested in l957 for USIA indicated that the name 
Semon I. SAPELKIN appeared in a report from a reliable smtrce in 
May 1950, which dealt with refugees in an IRO camp at Guinan~ 
Samar,. Philippine Islands; and, according to the report, hn had 
boen a member of the Russian H.esidents Association (probably Rus~d.a..fl 

- 2 -



13-00000 

··.:: 

... ,· " 

. t-~:.. .1 ~. &' :.,;i 
•1 I • 

-;k· ·; '· .. 

•' r: 

Emigrants Association) and of the Soviet Club in Shanghai • 

.\n ONI i'll'l.mft chock on KAMKIN'.v in Noverra.ber 19.5'4, rf'lflected the 
croue:-rca.t'oremcine of h1tl n.t:Une to 11ForeiVl Scl"ViCfJ Dispatch, Hong Ko~ 
#402 1 22 t 1952", th8 ~ubjoct of vbich was "Contact of Mr. 
Ven:ismi LlEVITCH SAPELKIN with the Hong Kong Consulate General"; 
while s of a 1951 "K" check based on this same 11Foreign 
Service atch, Hong Kong #4021 22 August 1952$ Secret"~ 
rttads as followst lf!l.r. SAPELKIN reported that he bad recent~ 
received various communications from a White Russian friend of bis1 
Mr. Victor P. Y.A..l.iKIN 'Who was formerly head of the Russian Emigrants 
Association in 'l'Bingtao1 China. Hr • .KAMKIN left China. early in 
lSlt9 and has resided in the Un::l.ted States since that time. Both 
SAPELKIN and KAMKIN reportedly had certain ccntacts with a Eugene 
OORDENEV 1 Russian-speaking officer attached to the o-2 Section of 
the First Marine Di~lsion in Tientsin following the Japanese Surrender 
in 1945. Mr. KAMKHl has now m"ittGn to Hong Kong asking Mr. 
SAP.ELKIN to supply certain economic information on North CJ:d.na and 
Manchuria for the use '01 the" IJiiencan llOVerment•. Mr. KAMKIN 
indicates that he is involved in certain intelligence activities."' 

a letter or 13 July 19501 offering his services to ONI, Subject 
named GOR.DENEV as one who could "substantiate rq uork in China11 • 

ONI advised CIA that their records contained DO derogator,r infor-
mation regarding ect, but that ONI did not contemplate utiliz-
ing hia services 

lS Subject • s friend "Mr. SAPJo~LKIN" mey well be Mr. Veniamin 
h~l Vaeilievitch SAP~~KINJ the Subject of Hong Kong Dispatch, #4021 

,.. e.! , mo in aJ~ probability is related to Mrs. KAl.flaN' a brother-in-lAw 1 

~c SeMen I. SAP200N. 

. According to a 1955 RI check conducted on one Al~~~~~ .§• 
fvRJ.OFF for G-21 a report of 17 May 1950 advised that ORlOFF (wo 

; ' liaa·ooen described as an 110ld Soviet worker11 ) was closely associated 
-~- with Veniamin Vasilievitch SAPELKni, an alleged Soviet agent at 

the IBO Camp at Samar, P. I. As reported above, Mrs. KAMKIN1s 
flliet-;r"Nina and her husband Semen SAPELKIN were evacuated to Samar, 
P. I., from Shanghai under 1E:Q auspices in April l9h9. 

Yerniam.ia Vasilievitch SAPI!:LKIN1s friend ORIDFF; according to 
a report of 8 April 1950, was alleged to have influenced a district 
leader of the IRO Cwnp at Samar with pro-Soviet propaganda, and to 
have worked wi~a number of other pro-Soviet internees in the cemp 
to Sovietize the Russian refu~es interned there. According to a 
report dated 5 May 19501 ORLOFF allflgedly was believed to be a 
Soviet agent. (The report noted that this information originated 
in the IRO Ca.'llp in S.a.rt~ar; that much information originating there 
had proven ~l:table; and that the raliabil:tty of this particular 
information b&d not been determined.) 
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However this may be, it appears that there could be much truth 
in the aD..egations. Information in Security fiies reflects that 
ORI£1FF very possibly is identical with a "Count of t.ha 
Russian Committee"., (apparently a commi · ·· · ~"\mo assisted 
tl1a Canmercial Counoelor for the Bulgar::tan Le in securing 
IRO ~mploymant for one Bogdana OTTAI, a possible Soviet agent in 
P"ari.s 'Who was living with and qs engaged to marry Kirll VASSllEV, 
who was believed to be an agent of the Bulgarian Militar,y Intelligence 
Service. "Count ORLOFF" also helped arrange OTTAI • s entrance into 
the United States. Alexander s. ORLOFF and "Count OF..LOFF" may well 
be identical with Alexander ORLOFF, DL-2881, a high]J' suspect 
individual of Russian birth, and a former AHTORG employee wo was 
security disapproved by" OSS in 1943. This latter individual, per 
a 1943 OSS investigation, was known as 0 The Count•. 

A December 1954 Staff C memorandum regarding KAMKIN, reported 
that information dated 1 June 1948 indicated that one 

N was involved in a money printing transaction with 
UlG"'J e # in which he -ueed the machinery of the Chihli Press 
in Tientsin to facilitate the counterfi tting. 'l'h~::~ source of this 
information had pointed out the possibility that Victor N. KAMKIB 
mi@:lt be identified in soma way with a V .. P. KAMKIN who was named . 
as a character reference by one Vladimir Vuily IVASHKOFF. (IVASIKOFF 
was not identified.) The memorandum adVised that according to a 
report dated l June 1948 frcm a u. s. Naval Attache, Nanking, to 
the American Ambu~ador,. Nanking, v. N. KAMKIN was a printer and 
publisher in Shanghai and later was ii1charge of the Russian 
Publishing as Hashe ZllANIE. He was closely associated 
wi t.h Bernard of the Chihli Press, who in turn was 
associated wi ged Soviet espionage agent Olga tlJI..KVASIN. 

According to the staff C memorandum ,. a report from the FBI 
dated 14 August 19S3 indicated that a scurce of' unknown rellabilit;,­
stated that one Victor KAMXIN, liDO operated a book store as a 
possible cover in 'fi~ntsin, China, acted as a paid informer of 
the Japanese during World War II; and was a paid inform.er of u. s. 
Arrn..f Intelligence after the War. With the assistance of the 
JJnerioan Military Government in Tsingtao.~~ China, he became Cha.irman 
of the Russian Immigrant Society in Tsingteo in 1948. There seems 
small doubt that this Victor KAMKIN is identical with Victor N. 
KAMKIN, and with Subject, Victor P. JW!JcrN who was fo:rmerly head 
of the Russian I~nigrant Association in Tsingtao, China, accord­
ing to his friend SAPELKIN, as reported in Hong Kong D1spatch 
#L02. Note that Victor N. KAMKIN was in charge of a Ru~sian 
Publishing House in China kncwn as Nashe Znanie; and that the 
branch store Subject. intended to open in 'san Francisco (and ma.;y 
have opened) was also to be called Znanie (this W')rk in Russian 
means 0 Knowlcdge")• 

~ernard s. ROGARD of the Chihli PresEt, referred "to 

- 4 -
I ,.·: 

1~;1 



13-00000 

_,. ·( 
·~ ,· f,. ~ .. ' . 

above as a close a.ssociat.e of Subject and. also of alleged 
Sovi~t espionage agent Olga R~ASIN, is the Subject 
of SSD file #J5ff)S. ROGARD is a former u. S. Marine whose 
parents were Polish-born and 'Who lived in China for 
twenty years prior to returning to the United States in 
1950. He allegedly was pro-Soviet,. ie: r:ie!iculed White 
Russians who did not avail themselves of Soviet citizen­
ship made available to them; hired as Editor of his 
Ti~ntsin Ev urnal, following its resumption after 

one was an employee of TASS; 
followed a Communist inspired line in hjs newspaper; 
and published without cmrJnent in his Tientsin Evenin 
Journal a letter discrediting Americ ary rn 'i'ientsin, comparing them unfavorably with Soviet 
Hili ta:ry Police in Harbin who were praised in glomng 
termsJ etc. ROGARD, "if used" b,y Project PILLAR, 
vas to be 1im.i ted to Category IIJ but his wife,~Uiiil) 
I]?:r_~gi.moff ROGARD_,. #79069 ad cleara~~~ 
(ie!~-i~~!_e __ l!~~-~~~a_n()!,~".r ::-~~-~~~~~ 

- Mrs • ROGARD~rmL.ar ~ 
~siti_()ns wi nee 

J..9 • Rcr ass gene d in 
~ 1959 with the termination of Project~·but 
she gave ha~d time" for months and refused 
to sign recy agreement until 30 November 1959. 
Various relatives of hers have in the past been 
associated with 6-he Agenc37. Mra. ROGARD appears to 
have had much the same history as Subject. Sb"J ;ras 
born in Russia of Russian-born parents, of Turko-Tartar 
national i. t:n left Russia in 1919 for Harbin; was 
educated in 'Hukdon and Tientsin; and was employed. in 
Tientsin in various import-oxport firns, etr:.. (No 
thorough study has beAn made of the RDGAP.W' files.Jl 
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M.o-;,:.n;r.:Stevens -:-:! 
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