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SUBJt COMMEB'TARY CONCERNING TBB PRO~""'*"'"~~=~,!,.,,£'JDBL 

-~Q..cc~---~~~-~~IJ:'~)~~~.OC..p!t.~,$ .. ~---~=-~~~~;1;,~~~ 
OP OFFENSXVE MISSILES FROM CUM· AND TO U S DEMANDS RE THE 
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=",t,tt~~~- OF S.MS'r" I~:-~_lL~lR9IW'~-- Nf,I>, . .9~::,~W~~~~~!S't1.2~ 
DOI: 14 NOVEMBER_ 1962 

PADA: MBXXCO CITY, 14 NOVEMBER 1962 APPR: 6 

'SOURClh FORMER CUBAN OFFICuUa (C) 

1. (Fl:ELD COMMEN'Ta THE AUTHOR OF TIUS COMMJ.m'l'ARY OCCUPIED 

A RBSPOSSIBLE POSITION IN HAVANA DURiNG mE FIRST YEAR AFTER 

THE CASTRO REVOLUTION. BE APPROVED OF TUE APPARENT AI!-18 OF 

THE REVOLUTJ:ON AT THAT TIME. AL'l'HOUGH NOT AN INTIMATE OF 

f'IDBL CASTRO HB WAS ACQUAINTED WITH THE LAT'l'ER. HE KNEW 

A W.IDB CIRCLR 9F CASTRO ASSOCIATES ON AN Il-rliMl\TE BASIS AND 

WORKED CLOSELY WITH THEM IN THE CASTRO GOVERNMEN'l. 1'R& 

AUTHOR IS A VERY' INTELLI.GENT ANn WELL EDUCATED M..~ • WHO 

POSSESSES AN EXHAUSTJ:VE l<NOiiiLEOOE OF 'l'HB CUBAN SCENE Itl 

'l'BB PAST THlUm DECADES. SINCE ARRIVING IN MEXICO HE HAS 

MAINTAINED CLOSE CONTACT, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY • WITH A . 

VARIETY OF CUMN GOVERNMEN'.r OFFICIALS AND ON THE BASIS OF 
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FOUMER .ASSOCIATION AND FRimiDSHIP HAS DISCUSSEDWITH THEM 

bw.TY FACETS OF CU.RREN'.r CUBAN POLITICAL LIFE. HOWEVER, 
I 

THE- AUTHOR liAS NOT DAD ANY CONTACTS WITH SUCH PERSONS 

SrNCE TOE ONSET OF THP. CURRENT CRISIS.) 

2. I'l" I:S DOUBTFUL THAT FIEDL CASTRO WILL ACCEDE TO .. 
SOVIB'l' WISHES RE Slrl'TLEMBNT OF THE CURRENT CUBAlf SI'l'Ul'\TION, 

DES?ITB 'l"BE PRESSURE REPORTEDLY BEING EXF.RCJ:SED ON HIM BY 

SOVIET DEPUTY Pl'tEMXBR ANASTAS MIKOYAN. CASTRO~ VANITY 
_...,...,.- -

IS IMMENSE AND NO MATTER BOti I'l' HAS BEEN EXPLAINED '1'0 
~:::...:::.;_._ . .. 

lUMBY MIKOYAN OB. OTHER SOVIET OFFJ:CIALS, liE MUST BE 
--------;----..:.___.__ -----

FURJ:OUS AT THE FACt THl\T TBZ SOVIET UNION HAS 11 BACKBD JlOWN" 
----·-·-·--

BEFORE THB U.s. Al'!JD ·IS NOW NEGOTIATING WITH THE 0'. S. ON 
··-. --··-~- ----····-. -----·-··-·····-----------------·. -----. ------·-··· ~----·------·--

AK INDEPENDENT ~SIS. CAS'rRO MUST CONSIDER HIMSELF AS 
------------··: .• -- .. ·-··· ·····- ·--·---~--·~------· 

-~~-~G.-IN-A-DESPERATE SI~IQ!l. B8 CAN NOT 'l'URN HIS 

ANGER OPENLY ON THE SOV.I.E'.t' UNION BECAUSE. IT ~iAS HE ARD 

HIS BROTHER RAUL WHO WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR MOVING CUBA SO 
- . . 
DEEPLY IRTO THE "SOCIALIST CAMP" DESPITE AT LEAST THE 

INITIAL RESISTANCE BY SEVERAL OF HIS PRINCIPAL FOLLOWERS, . . .. 
FOR EXAMPLE • PRBSIDENT OSVALD DORTICOS AND FOREIGN MDUSTER 

RAUL ROA. THUS TO ATTACK 'l'SB USSR PUBLICLY WOULD BE TO 

ADKtT 'l'HAT HE BAD INlE A MAJOR EMOR WITH RESl?EC'l' 'l'O THE 

CONDUCT OF REIA'n::ONS WITH Tim SOVIET UNION. REALIZATION 

BY CAS~ Tm\'l' SUCB IS THE SITUATION MUST CONSIDERABLY 

INCREASE HIS SENSE OF FRUSTRATION AND HIS FEEJ .. IHG OF 

DESPERAT:tON. 

l. FIDEL CASTRO IS DOMINATED BY ViUUTX. rm lllr.S ..,__ . 

. . MEGALOMANIACAL TBNDENCIES, AND HE POSSESSES. A COMPllLSlN. 
..::---~-- .. -:.;:,;,;,: ·:_ '" .. ·-~~-- .-

FOR REVENGE WHICH IS NOTORIOUS; ON OCCAS:tON THE LATTER 
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COMPULSION iiAS CAUSED ·m:M TO REACH MCK AS FAR AS "l.'WENTY 

_YE..l\RS TO REVE:troE ACl'IONS TAKEN AGAINS1' HIM AT THAT TIME. 

CASTRO.' S CHARACTER IS SUCH THAT RATBJ!:R TWUt ACCEPTING. 

A LOSS IN PRESTXGE ANI) STATUS HE WOULD BE WXLLING TO 

DBSTROY HIMSELF AND· '!'HE CUBAN PEOPLE. IN TSB CORRJmT 

SITUATION. URLESS H8 CAlf SEE SOMB WAY TO ACHIEVE A SOLU'l'l:ON 

OF 'l'HB .VARIOUS PROBLEMS, INCLUDING THE U. S. BLOCKADE, 
·~-- - _____________ ... __________________ ~----~---- -·· ....... ----·- .. ····------~--. 

~L ...stnWBILtARCB UD THE DEMANDS FOR THB Wl:THDRAWAL 

d!!.JgJfiRS.__Mll)_jrJOn;RL~-~-ij'J21-Eq!;Q~ IN CtmA_, 

~ F'OL:LY ~IJ'~,BL:E C)FUNDER.TAK.l:NG AN ACT OF' DES-
' • ----~-• .. •n-"""··-·._..,...._--~.~::.=:t" -~ • 

.YKM.TXON, FOR EXA.MPLB THE AERIAL BOMBAR1>MENT ~--~ _ 
fir-· -

U.S. <a BOMB GROSS ACT AGAINST THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR 

IN CUBA. 

4. THE MOOD AMONG LEADI:NG F.IDEI • .IS'I'AS MUST DE ONB 

OF SORROW, AND BI~SS AND RAGE AGAINST THE SOVIET 

UNION. WHICH THEY WILL REGARD AS HAVING SOLD OUT OUM. 

THE SOVI.E'1' TREATMENT OF CUM AS A PAWN IN THE Drl'BR

NATIONAL GAME WILL BE PA.RT.IC'IJLARLY ·GA.LLING ·ro THE CUBAN 
'· 

NATURE. MOL CASTRO IS LIKELY TO FEEL PERSONAL XNJURY, 

IF, AS SEEMS TO BE THE CASE, IT IS AS A RESUL"l" OF HIS 

TRIP '1"0 MOSCOW "mAT SOMB O.F !'HE MISSILES WERE SENT TO 

COBA. WH:ILE HIS REACTION IS LIKELY TO BE LESS BRM.TIC 

TBNI THAT OF FIDEL. RAUL IS POTENTIALLY CApABLE OF 

AOOP'I'ING AN EX'l'R.EMBLY HARD LINB AGAINST THE SOVIETS. 

HIS REACTION \mEN HB FELT 'J.'HAT TU.&...'ItE HAD BEEN BETRA'YAL, 

EVEN BY COMMUNIS!fS TO WHOM fm WAS FORMERLY CLOSE, h"'AS 

. snotm IN W:S ATTITUDE TOWARDS ANIBM. ESCALANTE, W.HOM HE -. 
W.ISHBD TO EXECUTE hFTER TUB LATTER'S ANTI-FIDELISTA 
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ACTIVITY BECAME KN~"N. 

5. AMONG OTHER INFLUENTIAL FIDEIAISTAS, OSVALDO 

OORTICOS IS LIKELY '1'0 BE PARTictJL&RLY INCENSED AT THE 

SOVIET ACTION. DESPI'.rE FREQmmT PRESS REPORTS THAT HE 

IS A LONG TIME COMMUNIST, IT IS A FACT THAT DORriCOS 

OPPOSBD '1'HE ESTABLISHM.ENT OF RBIA"tiONS tllTH THE USSR 

AT THE TIME OF MIKOY.MI • S FIRST TRJ:P 1'0 CUBA. HE D:ID 
. . 

THIS APPARENTLY BECAUSE HE REGl\RDED IT AS A STEP t<JHICH 

WOULD UNNECESSARILY HARDEN U.S. ATTITUDE 'I'C»1ARDS CUBA. 
. . 

XR ADDXTION, HE IS ·KNOWN TO HAW OPPOSED MEASURES UNDER-

'l"AKD ·sr RAMIRO VALDEZ AND THE G-2., AND BY AN.IBAL 

BSCALAr.rl'B. AND W:S HENCHMEN. TaUS HB IS LIKELY TO BE 

PAR'l'Ico:rARLY ANGERED AND BETT'ER 'l'BAT THE POLICIES WHICH 

BE UNSUCCESSFULLY OPPOSED WERE IMPL.mMENTED AND HAVB LED 

TO SUCH DISASTROU~ RESULTS. 

6. UGAlUlLSSS OF WBETHER OR BOT LEADING FIDELISTAS 

"DIFFRR FROM CASTRO. RE THE AC!'ION CUBA SHOULD NOW TAKE, 

IT IS SOT L:I:KBLY TUAT THEY tiiLL A'f'I'EMPT BY FORCE TO CAUSE 

HDl TO TAKE A CONTRARY COURsE OF ACT tON, OR TO TRY •ro 
STRIP BX.M OF PO\"IER. TREY ARE TQQ .. ~B.Qt/GHLY .1\NARE OF 
IUS it'O"ntL.ESsNESS AND VINDICTIV'ENESS TO RIS.K SUCH ACTION 

EXCBPT IN EXTRIIMB CIRCUMSTANCES. IF • UOTI:SVER, HE EMBARKS 

ON AN ACT OF t.rrrER FOLLY WHICH IN THEIR VIm.g INVITES 

THE DESTRUCTION OF CUM, TUEY MIGHT AC"r AGAiltST lUM. 

1. T~RE HAVE DEEN PRESS REPORTS OF A PROPOSED 

DEMILJ:TARIZATION OF THE CARIBBEAN AREA. TillS SEEJ.ts TO 

· BB ONE FORl.roiA WIUCll CONCEIVABLY MIGHT GIVE F l:DEL CASTRO 

A WAY-OUT OF THE IMPASSE WHICH CONFRONTS UIM, SINCE HE 

MIGHT FEEL l'HAT HE COULD PERMIT 'filE IMPLEMENTATION OF 
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U.S. D~1ANDS AND STILL ·SAVE 1-"ACE, FOR EXAMPLE, BY SAYING 

'lHAT HE lll\S NOTHING AGAINST CUBA BBI.NG 'l"BB FIRST OBJECT 

OF l.MPLEMENTATJ:ON OF A GENE.RAL 
1 
AGRBEMENT SINCE TOMQRR.Otq 

IT WXLL ·m:: THE TURN OF mE PANJ!\.MA CANAL . 2.0NE.. CASTRO 

MIGHT ACCEPT SOMB SUCH A GEmERAL ARRANGEMENT AS A Jom.I\NS 

OF SAVI.BG FACE EVEN . THOUGH BE KtreW T'BJ\T THERE WOULD NOT 

BB IN FACT AN APPLICATION OF THE SAME MEASURES RE THE 

CANAL ZONS AS RE CUBA. 

a. FIELD DI.SSEM: AMB ONLY. 

END OF 1-iSG 

.·. 

ORIGs MIDDAUGH RELEASED s ELNAPJ> 
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