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18 O:;·ccmbe:~ 1975 

MHiORf!.NOUi;i FOR: DCD,SG/OS~ 
ATTENTION (!'raig Hale] 

SUt>JECT Gordon f.iichae·l D~·Jc<ite Novel 

REFERENCE HH-27696, 10 Oec~1ber 1975 

1. I have revie\·Jed the alleqations in t~eference that the 
British, either Brftish militm~y or British intelligence (other
\'llise not further·· specified), hCive outfitted a con\'er·ted Horld 
Har II Liberty ship as a floatin~J display case for Br·itish 
military hard\·/al~e. I have fut~ther cb0cked out the bizarr~ story 
in paragraphs bm and three of reference concern·ing use of the 
Bdtish ship by llji-6. · ·. 

2. This office has absolutely no information to substantiate 
the story told in reference and Africa Division also has no .: 
corroborating information. 

3. In short, I consider the story developed in pal~agraphs 
t\'IO and three of reference highly suspect si nee I do not believe 
the British would be able to mount such an operation without it 
coming to the attention of this office.,..::..·-------'--------, 

C/EUR/BC 
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13-00000 
( 16 ~~ -=h 1976 

SUBJECT:. Gordon Novel 

1. S,r. Peter Houc~ resident officer for DCD in New Orleans. 
telephoned to say that additional problems regarding Gordon Novel 
had arisen and~r • Houc ested that I call the Assistant U.S. 
Attorney. Mr. Al Winters, telephone No. (AC 504) 589-2921. On 
16 March I called Mr. Winters and he told me that Novel had posted 
$40.000 bond and had been charged with possession of a destructive 
device. However, as they investigated the case there seemed to be 
more evidence of a conspiracy with other business associates of Gordon 
Novel, particularly with regard to acquisiti.on of fairly sizable parcels 
of land in downtown New Orleans including land in the French Quarter. 
Mr. Winters indicated that his office was beginning to collect evidence 
of suspicious fires which had occurred on some of this property. Mr. 
Winters estimated that the earliest trial date for Gordon Novel would be 
late May or early June. 

2. Mr. Winters ~sked tha r. Hou not discuss the case with . · 
Gordon Novel or any of his attorneys. Obviously, Mr. Winters is 
concerned that such discussions could lead to 11J encks materiaP! and 
I assured him.that it was the Agency position that we did not wan 

king to any of the defendants or their counsel unless c( 

representative of the U.S. Attorney's Office was present. 

3. It would appear at this time t Gordon Novel may subpoena 
eter Hou a witness at which tim an deny the Agency's 

approval of Novel's proposal "Project Morningstar.". A second possibility 
is that CIA would have to provide a witness from the Office of Personnel 
to show that Mr. Novel was never employed by CIA,.... 

4. On March 16, I call r. Houc~ and explained 
request that he not talk to any lawyers or defendants and . Houc!) readily 
agreed to comply with this request and said that he would immediately call 
Mr. Winters if any attempts were made to interview him. 
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2. Novell's intention is 
which shows the CIA as the inst 
onl.7 other names· he dropped we 
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District Attorney) and 
claimed to be getting subs 
tbe latter tvo. 
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RAYMOND G. DURHAM 

GS/Sandler Tapes and Fil.ms 
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STAFF 

FRO~ DCD/WASHING 
I ~-~;l..JO 

SUBJ2CI: CORDON NOVEL, LIST .LINE CALLER 
' . -----REF: DCD/NE~ YORK 22934 9 25 

1. A SOURCE OF THE DCD/LOS A~ 
GORDOfJ NOVEL OF DALLAS IN JUl. Y 19 
TO 00 THZ FILMING FOR A DOCUMENTA 
OF .. THE CIA 1\S INSTIGATOR OF THE 
BE REP;~ESENT H~G OR .t\T LEAST ~0 
A~D HOAH DIETRICH. ' . 

FFICE WAS APPROACHED BY ONE 
OVEL WAS SEEXING A FiLM CO~?ANY 
?~ ~ovr: ON TH~ TOP!~ 
GATE BREAK IN". NOVEL CLAIMED TO ·-· --

- I 

BACKING OF Ai"'!ES COLSON ---.-. __ .-, 

A:1ES OF JA 
DENTIFIED). 

CE AND COOPERA 

S GARRISON OF NEW ORLEANS 
VEL CLAIM~O TO BE 

ON FRO~ THESE INDIVIDUALS. 

l~fORMATIJ~ IN OCD/ 
THAT THIS MESSAGE ~~ 

TIO~ ON NOV~L IN TH~ OFF 
E AGA Ha. 

5. WE H-VE NO FURTHE 
0~ GORDON NOVEL. WE HO 
SOME 3ACKGROUND INFOR 
SHOULD CALL YOUR OFF 

DQUAiHERS FILES 
AT LEAST PROVIDE 

HANC£ THAT HE 
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