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I liST: 26 MAFCH 1991 

GOUN'I'RY: CUBA 

I 
rRJ BIOGFAPHIC AND PEF.SONALITY INFORMATION ON CUBAN 

OFFICIALS 

GOI: 

\ 
JANUAFY 1991 

TURCE· 
( JI'HIS REPOR.T P.ES,ULTS FROM CONTACT BETI·JEEN A U.S. CITIZEN AND SEVERAL 

CUBAN OFFICIALS ~'VHO MOST CER.TAINLY EXPECTED THEIR REMARKS TO REACH 
Ul. S. OFFICIALS. ) 

TEXT: 1. JORGE ( (RISQUE'l')) VALDEZ SALVANA, A MEMBER. OF THE 
PbLTTIBUFO OF THE CUBAN COMMUNIST' PAFTY (PCC), USED AN EARLY JANUARY I 

1991 CONFEFENCE ON THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS TO LAMBAST THE U.S. FOR I 

N~YJ' INCLUDING CUBl, AS AN EQUAL PARTNEF. IN MULTILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS 
OljJ A WIDE VARIETY OF POLITICAL AND FEGIONAL ISSUES. RISQUET, \rJHO 
HfADED THE CURl\N DELEGATION 'I'O THE MEETING, STARTED HIS DISCOUFSE 
\rJITH 'I'HE PARIS CONFERENCE OF 1899 AND CON'I'INUED IN A VITRIOLIC VEIN 
uiJTIL HE REACHED THE LATE 1980S, \'VHEN THE U.S. EESISTED INCLUDING I 
CUBA IN NEGOTIATIONS TOVvARD THE v'JITHDRAWAL OF CUBAN !..,J\ID SOVIET TROOPS 
FRciMANCor_.l,-.- -(SOuHcE · ce:;~N~fJ-PER'SONA~E:()NVEE'SATio~t-· ~-I 
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GAVE THE IMPRESSION 'I'HAT HE IS UNREPEN'I'ANT AND UNREFOR11ED--THA'I' HE 
HAS BEEN COMPLETELY UNAFFECTED BY CHANGES IN COJ'.1NUNIST AND MARXIST 
PHILOSOPHY, PARTICULARLY IN THE USSR 2\ND EASTERN EUROPE.) JORGE 
( ( POLLO) l GARCIA, IN'I'ERNATIONAL DEPJIRTMENT OF THE PCC, SPEAKING 
PRIVATELY IN 1\ SEPARATE CONVERSATION, SAID THAT RISQUET HAD "GONE OFF 
ON HIS OWN" DURING THIS SPEECH 1-\ND THAT HIS VIE~'VS SHOULD NOT BE SEEN 
AS THE OFFICIAL CUBAN POSITION. POLLO WENT TO CONSIDERABLE LENGTHS 
TO ASSUAGE THE CONCERNS OF A WESTERN PARTICIPANT IN THE MEETING. 

IT WAS ESPECIALLY INTERESTING THAT POLLO, WHO NEVER 
SPOKE DURING THE CONFERENCE AND WHO SEEMED TO BE 'I'HERE IN THE ROLE OF 
ASSISTANT, \rJA.S THE ONE SENT OU'I' TO UNDERCUT THE DELEGATION HE:AD. THE 
DISTINCT If1,PRESSION LEFT BY POLLO !,'VAS THAT RISQUET IS CONSIDERED A 
HEAVYHANDED LOOSE CANNON.) 

• 2. D,URING ANOTHER PRIVATE DISCUSSION, RAFAEL ( (HEH.NANDEZ)), 
'CEJ\Yl'ER FOR AMERICAJ.\1 STUDIES, CONVEYED MTJCF-l THE SJI...ME MESSAGE. 

HERNANDEZ TERMED IUSQTJET AN "OLD THINKER WHO IS CERTAINLY NOT IN THE 
LIBERAL WING OF THE LEADERSHIP." HERNANDEZ ALSO SUGGESTED THAT 
RISQTJET IS ON HIS WAY OUT OF THE INNER CIECLE. THE LOSS OF HIS 
POSITION AS PARTY SECRETARY DID NOT NECESSARILY MEliN THi'\T EISQUET WAS 
NOT IMPOHTANT, HERNANDEZ SAID, BUT SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS HAVE MADE IT 
CLEAR THAT RISQUET IS NO LONGER AS INFLUENTIAL AS HE ONCE WAS. 
(SOURCE COiv1MENT: DURING A SIMILAR MEETING IN MOSCOW DURING LATE 
1989, RISQUET MADE A POINT OF GIVING FORMER MINISTER OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS ANDREY ( (GROMYKO)) A BEAR HUG; GROMYKO'S FACE WAS FILLED \I'JlTH 
AN EXPRESSION OF DISGUST. ) 

3. SERGIO ((DEL VALLE)) JIMENEZ DID NOT PARTICIPATE 
EXTENSIVELY IN THE MEETING, DESPITE PREVIOUSLY EXPRESSED INTEREST ON 
HIS PAR'I'. DEL VALLE GAVE A REPORT, IN SPANISH, ON THE MILITARY 
ASPECTS OF THE CRISIS FROM THE CUBAN STANDPOINT AND THEN FADED FROM 
THE SCENE. (HEADQUARTERS COiv1MEN'r: DEL VALLE WAS VICE MINISTEE OF 
'I'HE AID1ED FORCES FROM 1961 TO 1968. HE SUBSEQUENTLY SERVED AS 
MINISTER OF INTERIOR, 1968 1979, AND MINISTEE OF PUBLIC HEALTH, 
1979-1985.) ANOTHER CUBAJ.\1" PARTICIPANT INDICATED PRIVATELY THAT 
RUMORS HAVE SURROUNDED DEL VALLE SINCE HE LEFT HIS MINISTERIAL 
POSITION. 'l'HESE RUMORS, ACCORDING TO THE CUBAN OFFICIAL, HAVE 
FOCUSED CHIEFLY ON THE FACT THA ALLE WAS CONSIDERED NOT TOUGH 
ENOUGH FOR THE JOB. FOR WHATEVER REASON, DEL VALLE 
SEEMED TO STEER CLEAR OF THE REST OF HIS DELEGATION AND THEY STAYED 
AWAY FEOM HH1; THIS WAS NOTABLE BECAUSE THE REST OF THE GEOUP 
GENER.t'\LLY STAYED TOGETHER. THIS SHOULD BE CONTRASTED WITH DEL 
VALLE'S PERFORMANCE DURING THE 1989 MOSCOitJ CONFERENCE, ltJHEN HE WAS .AN 
FY"EGRAL PART OF THE CUBAN GROUP. ) 

~,Jl, ~~=~~~~~~=~=====::::::===========:!) 
4. BRIGADIER GENERAL FABIAN ((ESCALANTE)) FONT, ?CC-CC, WHO 

INITIALLY WAS IDENTIFIED AS THE VICE MINISTER OF THE MINIS'l'RY OF 
INTERIOR BUT LATER AS THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF THE MINISTRY OF INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS, E.Jl>;<;o;. ALSO PRESE;NT AT 'THE NEE'IIN(;. -ESCALANTE SPE.b.KS._.NEI:I'HEP~ 
~~J:.i;;i~· ENCLI S<H, THEREFORE rR'EQUriR"'f~!(~ A TPANSLl\TOR. ESCALANTE 

SAID THAT HE IS THE NEPHEW OF 2\l\JIBEL ((ESCALANTE)), WHO WAS PURGED IN 
1962, ltJENT 'I'O MOSCm'V, WAS REHABILITATED, RETURNED TO CUBA, AND 
F'INALLY PURGED }\GAIN IN 1968. ESCALANTE'S FATHEH WAS A LEADER OF THE 
INTEGRATED EEVOLUTIONAEY OHGP...NIZATION ( ORI) . (HEADQUARTERS COMMENT: 
THE ORI WAS THE PRECURSOR OF THE PRESENT-DAY PCC.) THESE POLITICAL 
PROBLEMS \I'JlTH HIS RELATIVES DID NOT CAUSE PROBLEMS FOR ESCALANTE, HE 
SAID PROUDLY, BECAUSE CUBANS ARE ABOVE MAKING PEOPLE SUFFEE FOR THE 

~- -- ---- - --~--
FLAWS OF 'rHEIR FAMILY. WHEN ASKED ABOU'I' ~HIS=AREA OF RESPONSIBIL'i'F:l 
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A'r 'THE TIME OF THE CUBAN NISSILE CRISIS, ESCALAN'rE SAID THAT HE WAS 
"HEAD OF COUNTERESPIONAGE OF A SEC'I'OR" AND THEN EXPLAI THAT HE v'JAS 
CHIEF OF COUNTERESPIONAGE FOR THE U.S. ESCALAN'l'E 

LOOKS 'I'OO YOUNG 'I'O HAVE HELD 'I'Hl\T POSITION IN 1961 OR, ALTERNATELY, 
HE HAS BEEN VERY ~"JELL PRESERVED. ) ESCALANTE INDICATED 'I'HAT HE M?.DE A 
PERSONAL RECONNAISSl\NCE MISSION OF CUBAN EMIGRE CAMPS IN CENTRAL 
AMERICA IN OCTOBER 1960 AND DESCRIBED THE TRIP IN SOME DETAIL. HE 
ADMITTED THAT CUBA \1-JAS RESPONSIBLE FOE A NUMBER OF UPFISINGS IN LA'I'IN 
lu'1ERICA DUFING 'I'HE 1960S AND THAT IT DID IN FACT INSTIGATE SOME 
!<.EVOLUTIONS lrJHICH NEVER QUITE GOT OFF THE GROUND, INCLUDING ONE IN 
VENEZUELA. CUBA WAS NOT, HOWEVER, RESPONSIBLE FOR THE FAMOUS 1962 
ARl·1S CACHE. CUBA DID SUPPLY THE SANDANIS'I'AS, ESCALANTE STATED. 

5. ESCALANTE BOASTED THAT HE lf.JAS HESPON.SIBLE FOR 
"INTERROGATING" ALL SUSPECT "CIA AGENTS" DURING THE 1960S. ALONG 
'rHESE LINES, ESCl\.LANTE SAID THAT THERE \'JAS EXTENSIVE CUBAN 

INFILTRATION OF U.S. ACTIVITIES IN MIAMI DURING THE 19605, INCLUDING 
THE MONGOOSE PROGRAM. lrJHEN ASKED HOW MANY CUBl>.N AGENTS WERE IN MIAr1I 
AT THE TIME, ESCALANTE SAID THA.T HE DID NOT KNOlrJ SPECIFICS. IN FACT, 
HE SAID, NO ONE DOES BECAUSE CUBAN RECORDS FEOM THE PE.RIOD \'JERE SO 
HAPHAZARD. HOlrJEVER, HE STATED ASSURINGLY THERE \'lAS NO HIGH-LEVEL 
CUBAN ASSET IN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT IN 1962, ALTHOUGH HE QUALIFIED 
THIS BY ADDING THAT HE HAS LITTLE KNmvLEDCE OF "POSITIVE 
INTELLIGENCE" ACTIVITIES ABRO?.D. ESCALl\NTE ADDED THAT HE BELIEVES 
"SOME ELEMENTS OF THE CIA OPERATIONAL ARM" IN COMBINATION WITH THE 
M.Z\.FIA lrJERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ASSASSINNriON OF U.S. PREST DENT JOHN 
Fo KENNEDY. 

ADMIN: 
1\CQ: (,Jl\NUARY 1991) 

DISSEM: FIELD: NONE. 

\'lA.RNING: REPORT CLASS S E C R E T --WliRNING NOTICE-OINTELLIGENCE 
SOURCES OR METHODS INVOLVED--NOT RELE BLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS--NOT 

DECL: OADR DRV HUM 4-82 BY ~~~~~rr~~RT~~~~TC~~~~r-~~PDONS CARRY CLASSIFICATION AND 
CON'I'ROLS OF OVERALL DOCUMENT. END OF MESSAGE SECRET.> 
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