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To: Barry Harrelsan
Company: HRG
Phone: 30292
Fax: 703-243-8343

From{ o

Company: CIA .

Phone: 703-874-3124. &« o
Fax: °703-874-3208

Date: 23 January 1996
Pages including this 4

cover page.

I would appreciate your mput ASAP, 1 just spoke wimf the National
Counter-intelligence Center and this letter will be presented to 1 Feb 18986. Based
on a quick read, | think the letteris a good idea. , :

Linda. '
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December 4,

Honorable Anthony Lake
Assiscant to The Fresident for
National Security Affairs

The White House ,
Washingron, D.C. 20500 ‘ -

B

Dear Mr. Lako: -,

s

No other ethic is ag well-established and as
essential t©o the succass of the intelligence community as
the protection of intelligence sources and methods and the
safogquarding of confidences. The efiecriveness of the U.S.
GCovernment’s intelligence and counterintelligence programs
s wxgnzhxcantly actributable to The historical commitment
bv the ug&nalan which conduct these activities to those
principles Discloguxe of tha idantxc*es of sources has
had and may be expwcted to have a profcund effect upon the
ability of the wntelligence agenclies ©o obtain the
confidential assistance of persons whose cooperation is
dependent upon assurance of centinuing confidentialany.
3imilaxly, the disclosure of information about intelligence
sources and methods has caused and will predictably result
in the development of. countermeasures which will aZfect the
abilicy of the United States to provide the President with
cimely and high-qualicy 1ﬁcellxgancc and dscect and address
hogctile incelligence activaties directad agalﬂ*t ‘the
United Staces, )

E

The agencies represented by the Nﬁt-onal Counters
intelligence Policy Board unanimously share, and hereby .
express, their concern that these fundamencal principles could
be comp*am_vad Ly an inappropriate commitment to disclosure
by the Assassination Recoxds Review Board (the Board) in
ics administracion of the John F. Kennedy Assassination
Records Collection Act.of 1992 (the Act) . V

DRAET LRTTER 10 ANTHONX LAKE, NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
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ANTHONY I SE INCTT.

Honoxable anchony Laks

To date, the rasponse by t&e 1nhexligence ag&nclas
to Board requescs ﬁor the zelease of documents has been &

unprecedented. The Federal Burcau of Investigacion (¥BI), for

axample, has releasged over 613,000 documents to the National

Arxchivaes apd Rocords adadnistravion and has requested that

disclosure be postponed with respect Co poxtions of only 4.37
percent of chose documents. The FBIL has sought postponemant
wicth respect to limiced portions of that modest number of -
records based upon cxpressed concern by foreign governments

which cencributed or originated the information and reluctance

to reveal the identities of intelligence assets or intddligence

sources and methods. . T

The Act permits the postponement of disclosure upon
prosentation of clear and convincing evidonce thar the threac
to the military defense, intelligence operations, or roreign
relations of the United States posed bv public disclosure
outweighs the public interes:t in digclosure and that such
disclosure would rewveal:

(A) an intelligence agent whose identicy currently
requires protection; or

(8) an intelligence source or method which is
currently utilized, or reasonaply expected ta be
ucilized, by the Uniced States Government and which
has not been officinlly disclosed, the disclosurs of

which would intexifere wich the conduc: of xncellxgance

acazvmcxa”
(See Act, Sections 6(1) (A,B))
The Act Zurther permits the postponement of

disclosure upon a showing, by ¢lear and COnvinc;ng‘avidenaa,
that public disclocure would compromise the existence of an

underscanding of confidentiality currently requiring Pratecuxanw

berween a government agent and a cooperating individual or a
foreicgn government, and public disclosuxe would be so hammful

that ¢ oucwoighs the publ*a interest. (See Act, Section 6(4))
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DRAFT LEITHR TO ANTHONY LAEKR, NATIONAL SHCURIITY COUNCIL
Honorable Anthony Laoke

The Board’s rejection of postponements proposed -
under these Sections of the Act dismicses the fact that the
intelligence agencies are uniquely qualifioed to assess the harm
to inteliigence operations which would result from disclosure
of the identicies of incelligence assets or revelations about
intelligence souxces and methods. ¥ remaing essential cthat A
the U.S5. government stand by assurances to persons and foreign
goveroments thac information they provide on the bagis of those
assurances will remain confidential £ox as long as is neceseary
to protect these persons or governments. It is similariy
esgential that sourges, -methody, and technigues which have
bad value in the past and could be expected to have valug in
the future not be compromised. To requirsa disclosure of the
idencities of intelligence assets Or revelacicon of sources
and methods, including the confidential cooperatien of
foreiqn goverrments, weuld enervate U.$S. intelligence and
counteringelligence programe and discourage the confidencial
coopexation ¢n which the Zuccessiul conduct of efiective
intelligence is dependant. The intelligence commrunity believes
that the harm whaich would result from such discleosures would
demenstrably impair the national security of the United States
and that cthe clear and c¢onvincing evidence standard does nct
require that it divine, with absolure precision, the specific
mannex in which that harm will arice.

The Naticnal Countsrintalligencs Policy Beaxrd
respectinully regquests, thercfore, that these concerns be
bhrought. co the atteoncion of the Boarxrd and that the position
of the intelligence conmunity with respect to the disclosure
of intelligence ascer identitice and intelligence souxces and
motheds be considered in any subscquent review of final
determinations by the Board.

Respecofully yours,

Nera Slackin,‘dhairpersan
National Counterincelligence
Policy Board
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