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Memorandum for -the Dlreetor7 

Center for Studies ~n Intelligence, 
Central Intelligence Agency 

· Attn: Mr .. Jobn-Perelra · 
FAX: 703~243..8343 

.. . _ ... _ 

Subject: CIA Files on Lee Harvey Oswald .· 

. . .... ;· 

. December 3, 1993 

Thi~_is t9 ac;:knoVIIedge my tete~ yesterday with Dave (hies-and_with John 
Pereifa. re i~sue·of whether Oswald was ever debriefed by -the Agency, and to 
respond' tQ :]ohn's reqUest 'for document.~ which' may having bearing on this 
issue .... 

First, a point·~f order._·, It is my belief and the belief of the Agency. personnel 
with whontlhave discussed this matter, that your files should not contain the 
infmnou.~ ·~debrief." It strainS credibilitY that the Age,ncy would puxposely 
persist in saying there was' no c:tebrief when in fact it ha:d a copy of it 
somewhere in it~ extensive ..Moo if sometimes sloppy.: records system. It 
would have been found by -1993. The issue is not whether you have it now; 
rather it i..f :whether it occUlTed in ·the past and wa.T:d_estroyed. 

' . . ., . .· "' . . - -
·- . 

. We .can ~jr~ll<:, dl~orize and argtte over what i~ mightmeanJater. For now 
the:t~~k ~(lja~d is simply 'to ;~ all neeess~ry s~p~ t~ fi~d ()Ut~ I urge . 
extteitie c3:Ution in statlnti flatJy::tJl~tihere wuoiio debne(tmtil such Steps· 

· have ~~;~drougfilyeXIlau~t~~~:_: t·w~s &Uipriset;t,t~~fmdout aftetthe · ._. . 
• ·, '• •. •:'•--<.•:.·., .,,·.·-~ ... · .. · -.,··, :•: , .• -.~;;;~'-.··.:· ... "'·. ·_: .... :' .. ,.·· .. : .. ::··.-. . -~ ... 

· FRONTLINE doc~e~wy-~re4,·:t:or ·example, :tltatthcre will be :Some new 
• • ·• . '\ - .. . .· •". ··.: . • . .' . . . ., . "·· . :' .··, . ·.. • c. . . ·• . • • 1> :,-.·.~--' .. ' .•• • 

pteces .On' thiS subject m tJie·noftod distant futUre~ . 
--- ,· . . . . 

• ·1 • 

. ·r-atia~ll::a.:~~~y ~f CIA doc~lne.nf:number'43s.:173A,·attachmcnt, m~~o 
dat~4·25_·~oyember-.1963,7 -~y ~f~'-T.B~C~'',w.h~m · · .·. ~~~v~J~ight b.~.one.Mr. 
Torre' Corllle(~ possibtfa'fotnier .. .· . . . .. ;Soriet Russia Divi:Jion. 
at the tinu~·(~el-J:arvey·O~W.~d ~~:tne4 t~ .the.JJS m.d1e·summcrof t 962 •. 
TJ3.9~,~~!~~~'hediscus~~4t~~-." , .. · .. ~·.ot,i.~f(titervieW.s·wttll.Oswald, either, 
while:he'was-eritoute:or'afte{t;; imiv~t : '.T~l[C~ made a ·. . 

· typoJirit.Phi~~feftor :- ·::~- · --i~t:'96o~· irist~ad..6t:~':l962'', the uscA 
foolishly dismiS$ed the ve~City·of'.tlll~;e~tire dtic~iit. · 

. ·' .·. · . 
6 •• • 

::z. I I 
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. . 
~~ 4. 1 • • 

1 attach a copy of CIA document number 287-690, memo for record, dated 
3 December 1963. by Mr. Birch D. O'Neal, Chief, CJ/SIG, Subject: Lee 
Hanrey Oswald. O'Neal's memo is about polygr.aphing Alvarado. but it is the 
reverse handwriting in the. upper right hand comer that is pertinent to the 
issue at hand.; That ~dwriting appears to be: "Andy Anderson 00 on 
Oswald." · 

I refer you to a CIA employee in the Contacts 
1978 that be read Anderson's debrief 

and described its contentS to his HSCA interlocutors. He will tell you today 
what he ha.~ been saying for a book 
and shuns any publicity - it took FRONTLINB almost a year to get him to 
agree to an interview on the record. He says what he says not for any 
personal gain because the~e is none, there is only disrepute. He says it 
because he remembers reading the debrief. 

If l·were you,. I would first have a long talk with Then I would rmd aU 
surviving members of CD/00/Support Branch. d not take ~s long to 
figure out that this bmnch interfaced with the field offices of the Contacts 
Division. While this will not tum up a piece of paper, I think you will find 
some answers there. 

As an aside: a Mr. Roe F. Anderson was listed in the cmA obit this summer, 
and_his son Richard called me after the FRONTLINE documentary airod,.and 
confirmed his father, a Navy officer, had worked for the CIA. I doubt ifth.i:s 
is our Aitdersonp but you might check all the same. I would appreciate a note 
:staring what you find out. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. John M. Newman 
1019 Summer Hill Drive, Odenton MD, 21113 
FAX (home): 410:-672·7251; (H) 301-621-0576; (W) 410-859·6131 
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25 Nove111111ber 1 963.. 
~ ....... ,. 

SUBJCCT: Mr. Lee ~arvey Oswald 

YO : 

1.. lt lilllkO$ little cUfferenc:e now, but F·~ 11111: one tlme" an , 

,, . .. 

· .. 

OI interest ln Oswald~ At lOOn •• I bad heard Oswal8's nA~~~~e., I recalled 
tht~~.t as Chief of the 6 Branch I had discussed: ...... soailetl111e in, SUIIiuDer.1960 
with tho then Chlof· an4 · o£. ot._•the: ~ Research s.elf.:~lC)n ~he' .t~y4ng 
on of lnterview(s) th 'other suitable c:hamaels·.- At th~ 

t.,i. 1. 'i 
moment I don't .t"oeali -. ~lscussed whl'le OsW,ald and .hls fa111tl·ly 
\fer• •n route to OUt' coian.t'l"Y o'f lf it was af'tor their' R.rriV~al. -. 

. -. . ' . 

2. I l"~lll9111bt;r tht't Oswald's unusual bebav{or tn the USSR had struck 
mo from the m01110nt I had nad the ·f'f;rst $\-=,-\-e;.-:~U.spatch 'on hba1 end I 
told my su~ordinates sometM.ng . amount lng to_ ''Don • ~ push too hard to get 
tho· lnfo:rmatlon we noed_ , beQIIII\&IFe this. individual looks odd,. •• I_ -We_ were 
particularly interested ln the 01 Oswald • rovlde on- t.hfl Minsk. 
fcactory in which ho had been employed, on·c:erta nsectlons of the:elty 
itself., and of course we. sought the u!:ud 81 that might help develop · · 
target personality dossiers. .:-~1..-~ .. 

. ' 
3. I 1"8.S phasing into my assign~~~.· at 
t:ho t.bao.. Thus, I ~ul . . . coun~l-y slaort 
I do not know wbat ac:t;'~o.!' ~evelopo~ the~aftor..; · · · · 

..... , .. ,., ...... arH.val. 

.. 

T 

Addendum . 
. . ·. ; . :~~-~:~~-.:·; __ ::_~··.:· .'~-; ~-- '\ :~:- · ... 

4., As an afterthought,· I· ~c::.~-11 also th~t.:_,.~iti-t~- ~Jme I w#&s ,be~omlng . 
lncroaslngly lntorostod l.f& w~tc::hlng dove~(Jp:'a;p~tt_e,m t1uit ~E! b,~c.1~·4h_covered 
in tbo c::our:s.C of our bio an'd rosea:rch work.tn. ~:~:·die :number of .Soviet: . 

for~i~n~j-~, .. bQ~~~i 1~~~~·~~)~~Y!~:. eho_;USSR~>~l:le~ ·ev~~tually 
.. · sp~u$o5~-&nd seiii do'Wn' ='6"-rC)ad.·~t~ho';i~ ·:.:-~t~t-mlng '"home". 
case, ·w~3. ~~O~S.· ~~0 ~~.r~~--~.f~:i.)'"'''c···- ·_.;~~~: .. ~e·'':;~:'i:~~-~~~~-ly- ~UJ"''etl ... _ 
ike two dozen slm en." c::ase.:s ·Wo· su.bHsbed ,links between 

some of those wo•en and the Kmi. · , - · · ,, ·: ::'trtterested .in:-thQ deveioping 
tTond •VG bud C::OIII'IEII 8c::'I'OS~· . 11: .-W.UJ . . - <:ti~:loslty to:l~a~: if ..... 
03wald 1 $ w1f• would aetu~lly a~e~pany. hi,.111:-:~<(~~f~~~n~ey, p~~ily,_ (j~t of __ 

· interos.t l_n O:swal~~·- ow ~xp~ ·· ~ __ il\ t~,e: ~ ~~~~---~~at. we' -~~owad opeTation~l~ 
lntalllgence interest ln ~h story. :~. 

? . · t.n.c. . - I 

,, 
......... 

·oN 3NOHd "l·l 'IJ"-!0 [ Nl:ll-l!'l3N lti0-4 .:I 

I 
I 

I 
! 
! 
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. ·~· ·_ ..... 

(7 
r/ ... 

. , 
·-···- J · .. 

~-

At l.OlO hours on 3 Dac:e:aiber, Mr •. ~eh o£ the FBI aclviaed tbat the 
Du.roau h44 receJ:ved a ea'bl.e 1ast m.e,bt ·n-o.. 't.bG Le6a1 J.~c:he in 
Mexico ·Ci't7 \rho 18 1n tOuch v.l:tb: ·· 
that ow:' repreaea~t1vo. hacl aezi S £:):! M 
B1caragwm XntaUJ.&enc:e · 

se.utat:lve that .Uvanu!o 
Jl1c:aragua .,_'£' the Ulrl.te4 BMtoe deai.rea. 

. . . 
Mr. Paidcll ste.t~d: that tl:le BUreau :miUl4 1.1b to have him IIINbJeeted. 

to a :QOJ.y8l'Qph e~~tion b;y this ~cy' u4 110Uld apP1'ec1.a:te reeei.vi.ag 
'MQrd aa soou a a poosi.bl.e as• to ~- ve wu:,..· bJI!Iwtra :tb,e ~tter sinc.e 
if' ·"'IIIV vil.I. not. handl.e :tt tile J'BI vill;J:aave to~ vbat ·~. atepo 
•tent be taken "to Mw tbo.t thiiii is:·c1ii::ane·· :I.advi·~-;~i;.Joag.i.Ch tba~ X · 
voul.d check 1ntO ~~matter, th&t ::t·41~'~1;;)aaciv··*.~e~ ~ ha4.v.i,~.U.abl.u 
at this time' a tio1ye;i'aPh . · · · · · ·~~. · · · is .mttor . 
lnzt iD ~-. 'Qyqzit ':[ vOuJ.4 :.~ ·~ tb11111~ tJe <IDUS. · . . ~ ' ' . ,. . . . ', . . . . ,, ~ ·, . :: .. 

A.,.; .. ..... . ... . . 

~4!0~~--- Pky lVt 
I • ' ' • 

·~--·~16· 
•• _.1 

/cc!···•••• 
.. 

..r. --

..~· 
'.'.,!. 

~.o .. o•~ 
. ~et~ CI/~IO 

.. 

~~IWV.to· f6R RELt~£1992 
. CIA HISreRICAl Rf:'VJ£W···Pf10CRA' 

3. J)€-C (.,_3> 

;lo ,_;t89d-tf~ 
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Memorandum for the Directort 
' . . e. 

Center for Studies In Intelligence, 
Central ·Intelligence Agency 
Attn: Mr. John Pereira 
FA X: 703-243-8343 

Subject: CIA Files on Lee Harvey Oswald 

December 3, 1993 

This .. i~ to ac~nowledge my telecon yesterday witnDave Gries an~ with John 
Pereira re i"\sue of whether Oswald was ever debriefed by the Agency, and to 
respon~ to John•s requ~stfot documents which may having bearing on this 
issue~ 

. . . 

First, a point of order. It is my belief and the belief of the Agency personnel 
with whom lhave discussed this matter, that your files should not contain the 
infamous "debrief." It strains credibility that the Agency would purposely 
persist in saying there. was no debrief when in fact it had a copy of it 
somewhere in i~~ extensive -- if sometimes sloppy -- records system. It 
would have been found by t 993. The issue is not whether you have it now; 
rather it i.t whether it occurred in the past and, was destroyqd. 

We can all talk, theorize· and argue over what it might mean later. For now 
the task at ha~d is shnply to tak~ all necessaty steps to find out. I urge 
·extreme caution in stating.flatty·that there was no:debriefuntil.suchsteps 
have been thoroughly exhausted. ] was surprised to f"md out after th~ 
FRONTLINE documentary aired, for exwnpie, that there will be :some new 
pieces on this subject ·m the not too distant future. 

" 
l attach a copy of Cit\, document number 43S·173A; attachment, memo 
dated 25 November 1963, by a ''T~B.C. '', whom I believe might be one Mr. 
Tom Cornier. possibly ·a former head of SR6 Bmnch, Soviet Russia Divi3ion, 
at thetbne.t~e Harvey Oswald fe\tumed tothe·usin the Summcr.of 1962. 
T.J3.C. stated he discussed the.layiiag'.on ~fintervie:Wswith Oswald, either 
while he was, en .route. ot after his anivat . Because T.B~C. made a 
typographical error when he typed "19§0~' insteadof '~1-962'', the IISCA 
foolishly dismissed the veracity of. this entire docwnent. 

;z. I I 

"I.J, U"-!0 r I']H[.fM::Jt'-l !IJO...I ::J 
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l attach a copy of CIA document number 287-690, memo for record, dated 
3 December 1963. by Mr. Birch IS». O'Neal, Chief, CI/SIG, Subject: Lee 

• 
Harvey Oswald. O'Neal's memo is about polygraphing Alvarado. but it is the 
reverse handwriting in the upper right hand comer that is pertinent to the 
issue at hand. That handwriting appears to be: "Andy Anderson 00 on 
Oswald." 

I refer you to CIA employee in the Contacts 
Division in 1962, who told the HSCA in 1978 that he read Anderson's debrief 
and described its contents to his HSCA interlocutors. He will tell you today 
what he has been saying for 30 oos not have a book 
and shuns any publicity -- i a year to get him to 
agree.to an interview on the record.· He says what he says not for any 
personal gain because there is none, there is only di8repute~ He says it 
because he remembers reading the debrief. 

HI were you. I would first have a long talk with Then I would f"md all 
surviving members of CD/00/Support Braneh d not take us long to 
figure out that this bronch interfaced with the field offices of the Contacts 
Division. While this will not tum up a piece of paper, Ithink you will find 
some answers there. 

As an aside: a Mr. 'Roe F. Anderson was listed in the CmA obit this summer, 
and his son Richard called me after the FRONTLINE documentary aired, arid 
confirmed his father, a Navy officer, had worked for the CIA. I doubt if this 
is our Anderson. but you might check all the same. I would appreciate a note 
:stating what you find out. 

Sincerely, " 

Dr. John M. New1nan 
1019 Summer Hill Drive, Odenton MD, 21113 
FAX (home): 410·672·7251; (H) 301-621-0576; (W) .410·859·6131 

.,, .... ~ ......... ·--·. 
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'· . 
REPRODUCED AT tHE NAtiONAl ARCHlY 

SUBJeCT: Mr. Lee Harvey Oswald TO-

.... 
.._ ... 

2S NOVOIIIbOI' 1 96l-
'-.... ·.~·;, 

1. It nuakos Uttle dlf'fet'ence now, but fad at one dme· an 
OI interest in Oswald. As soon •• I had heard OswaUI' s name, I recalled 
that as Chief of the 6 Branch I had discussed _.;;. sometime in Summar.l960 
with ~he then Chief and o£"the. 6 Rese~rch Sec~ion the lay~ng 
on of lnterview(s) throu other suitable channels. At the 
moment I don't t'ecaU if. was dbcu~sed while Oswald and his fami·ly 
were en route to our country of lf it was alter theil' arrival. 

. . ' 2. I t"~UI~nlbor thcat Oswald's unusual behavior tn the USSR ha.d suuc:k 
me from the mo111ont I had t'ead the fhst $\--.\-e. dispatch on M.ca, and I 
told my subordin:s.t.os something amounting to ''Don't push too hard t:o get 
the information we need 11 beea\1~9 thh individual looks odd,. •• 1 We were 
particularly interened in the Ot Oswald m~ght provide o'n thf'' Minsk 
fpc:;tory in whic:::h ho had been employed, on· c:::ertdn suctions of' the clt.y 
itsel£, and o£ course we sought the usual BI that ~ight help develop 
target personal h:y dasslara., .·~~·~ 

3. I ~$S phasing into my 
t:ho t!mo. Thus, I. would 
I do not know what ac:::tiqn 

.Adchmdum 

assignment,--
.. our country s·hortly ::after Os..rald's 

developed theroaftor. · 
.;:;~~~~~-

:·f~\ 

--~4 -~ 

.. - ~,.. 

··~ 

., 
(, "-t 1.. 

"" ... 

I 

I 
I 
i 

I 

I 
I 
I 

I , I 

L 

I 
I 

I 
I 

4 • .· As an afterthought, I Teeah also that c.t the ti1'11e I was beco~lng 
inc:::roadngly intorostod in watehlng develop a pattern }hat .we ha~~dhc:overed • 
in the course of ou-r bio and roseilreh work in 6: .t:he. number of Soviet 1 
womon marrying foreisner&, being pentl1!:ted 1::0 le~ve.:the. USSR, then eventually 

.h· spoti:.;os ·and set tUng down ::abroad 'whho'llt. :r~'tttT"ning ''home". 
11u' case. was _tunons the. fij't;t of, th.,es~,. a,nd we event.ually turneci · 
\.lp ~omo~bbtg Uke two dozen sbaUar eases. · Wo established links· between · 
somo of these wo111en and tho KGB• . becanu:l interosted . .in .the developing 
tt'etui .wo hud come aero's:.. · h: was p y out of curiosity to learn if' · 
O:swal<l'::ao wife would aetuaUy accompany htm to our c::ountry. partly 'out· o~ .. 
·interest in O:swald.' s o:wn· o · in the U SSR •. that we showed operation~~·~ 
1nteUigence interest ln 1:h story. · · · -~-

? T.B.C. 

. ..... 

'. 
'ON 3N0Hd '1-1 , '-''-10 f Nl:l!·lM3N t•IO...t.::J 
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At l.OlO hours on 3 December, Mr. Papidl ot the PBI adv11Md that the 
Bureau h44 rece~.:ved a cable .laiR ni.sJl't t"rom ·t.be Lap]. Attac::b.O 1D. 

.• 

Mexico City wo 18 1n tou4!b vitJl o~ n stated 
that our repreaetatat1ve had beeA S £>c! M 
lf1caragw~A :Imtel..llgenCIJII 

and .................. 
sentat1Ye that Al Yiu:ado 
111caraaua ~1: tbe UD.itecl ~'tela d.ea:ll:'e<t. • 

. . . 
Mr. Papich ata.t~ct that the Bureau .~Ulcl llke to have him wbJected 

to a poJ.ye;ra.Ph e~4:lt1on by this Ageq.cy u.d would appreciate. receiving 
word lla:s soon aa pciosibl.e as to vhotber .ve vU+ handl.e the -.atter since 
if' we will net hW:une it the l'ln vill,'have 'to de~ Wa.t. ot.her ffte:po 
11'1le;bt be takeR W Mill- tbGt th1m 1111. dane;. . t· a4v1eed. Ml"~· hgj.cb tbat.. X 
wul.d check '1nto tha m.ettter, t.hat J: did .a.o't. bov Wotho~ "iorc ha4 ave.UAblu 
at _t.h:ts t:bae a 90l..Yva.Ph oper-.tor ·wo ·e:outa · .• mattor 
but in ~ ili6Yetat x wul.4 .lat; him J:i:a.c:N Wb~ tb.i• be clOne.; . . . ' . ':. ' ... - . 

.... tl~-~-·· 
~-GOrA~~~:~n. Pky~ 

··at. 1176 ... 

/cc~ ·----

e' F7"'* . ·: . 

· ... -· 

... ;,..-" 

~ v .. e•sOal. 
·c::bi41P1' • Cl/SIO 

l~RIJV£0 fDR P.£Lt~£ 1992. 
CIA HISTeRICAl RP!lf.W PROCRA' 

3. 'j)~c. (,3. 

:;lo ,_;tS9d-'+~ 

'I·J , I.J'-!0 [ l'!ljl·Jf'l3f'l IIIQ.J _::! 




