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lRM ID: JAW106 

TO: 

EXECUTIVE OffiCE Of THE PRESIDENT 
OFfiCE Of MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

Wl!li•hlngton, D.C. 20503-0001 

friday. May 30~ 1997 

lEGISLATJVE REfERRAl MEMORANDUM 

legislative liaison Officer • See Distribution below 

Total Pages: 

fROM: 
OMB CONTACT: 

James J. Jukes (for) Assi&tant Director for Lcgisletivo Reference 
M. Jill Gibbons 

SUBJECT: 

* DEADliNE: 

PHONE: (202)395-7593 FAX: (202)395-31 09 

National An::hlves and Records Admlnlstrlllltlon Testimony on HR15!53 
Extencion of the Authorization for the A•~•ulls:iUnadon Rec06'ds Review Board 
~ . 
~ 

2PM Monday • .June 2. 1997 

In accordance with OMB Circular A·19. OMB requests tho views of your agency on the above 
subject before advising on its relationship to the program of the President. Please advise us if this 
Item will affect direct spending or rcu::clpta for purposes of the "Poy-Aa-You-Go" provisions of Title 
XIII of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990. • 

COMMENTS: A copy ot HR 1553 Is enclosed. 
DlSTRIBUTION UST 

AGENCIES: 5 
.29-DEfENSE - Samuel T. Brick Jr. • (103l 697-1305 - ~j}- . 
51-General Services Administration- William R. Ratchford- (202) 501·0563 
61-JUSTICE ·Andrew fois- (2021 514-2141 

EOP: 
Robert W •. Schrooder 
·Ken Schwartz 
louise Koch 
Kim Newman 
Maya Bernstein 
Julie l. Hoes 
Jim Murr 

~e..~~~ 
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Steven D. Tilley. Chiefot'thc Access and Freodom ofi.oformation sus:r 
National An:hives and Reoords Administration 

BofoRPtho 
Subc:::ommittc:e Oil Na:ti.ollll Seemity. Inte.nwiomd Afi'Us,. 4Wd Criminal Justice 

Committee on Government R.tforn1 and Ovenigb% 
Hou;a oflleprcsmtatives 

Mr. Chainn.9.J1. I 1m Survm D. Tilley, Chiefofthe Acceas md Preedol'll of Information Act Staff 

of the National .Archives and Recorda Administration (NARA). I. wish to thank you for the 

oppommity to testify today on behalfofNARA in support ofH.R. 1553, which Wru caend tho 

September 30, 1~1:£. I am appearing toda.y In my ~ty a:a. NAR.A•a Chief' of tho Pros.idcmt Jolw 

F. Kennedy Asasamati.on llecorc:b Colleaion.. In that role I un· clwged with implemea:ating 

Records Review Board (.AR.RB). This aftemoon I would 1ik6 to teD you a little bit of my 

NAR.A in implemeindng the Aa. and outline:; why the Na:tional.A.rcb.ivca and B..ec:;ords 

Ad.ministTation supports puuae of ibis important piece of legidation. " 

Mr. Cha.irman. mv c:.ueer atlm arc:b.iWt lw involved working with some of the most sensitive 

&Dod highly d~od. r6Cordc of our Gov4'M!'t1cmt. l nvert:awthe closiog ofthe office ofthc 

Watergate Spcd.IJ. J"ro&ccutton Furc;;a {WSPF) and suporviaod tho tii'O.I:ISfer ofth~ roc::ord.o to the ' 

Nariowsl Arc;hivea in 1971. I worked with the records ofthe WSPF fur more t1w:a !1 Y081.n. 
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archivist for the record& of1he National Security Council (NSC) foUowixlg the trander of the NSC 

records ofthe Tnmun and Eisenhower Administmtiona in 1933. fn 1989 !joined the staff" of the 

Na:dowd Secwity Council, where I saved u Director of Freedom: of'Infomsmion Acr/.Prh-acy Act 

Activities aDd hat.e:r ..... 'N'SC"s Director oflotbmwion Disclosure wUh responsibility for all . . . 

FOIA StUrin January of this year. 

responaibility wu to funnally establish the President .John F. N::nacdy A.wius.ination R.oeords 

CoUcaion which we accomplished with the publication of c uno1.1l:lCemerrt in the &decAl 

Reaistc::r on December 21. 1992. As. enablished on that date,. the Collection ouly consisted of 

open records already in NARA's custody, prinwily the recorda of the Warren Commisasion.. 

avliJ.ahle sbiD.d.ard idem:ifiQticn fOIDIS fbr we by IJl 8UW:UI&Ile.ail. offic;a in describing· UMuCIWlbOIIl 

rea:mls and to c:::rc:.uo a. database of these form.s to servo u 1.11 decttorucfinding aid to Ule JJ:'.K. 

CoUeetioa. Our third re:spoD£ibility. which we shamd 'With other .govc::nu:nent offices, wu to 

idcmifv. review. md make awilable to the public aU unnina.tion records that could be di&clOIIIC:d 

unda- tao ptovi~ of the la.w v.oithin a 300 day review period TlMaiptiona of all records 

e.wllabia to the public. 
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Al the: end of the: review period in August 1993, newly relea.s:ed recordc were made """iiAhift fnr 
'· 

of the House Select Committee oaAswli.nar.ions. Ibe deubue wall also available for use by 

r~ohers on diM day. 

work with the Boltd arul!Bter 'With the Board"s &taft: to provide information on the records in 
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the Collection at thal tim.e. tbe devdopm.EtaU aod use of the dau.bue, our contacts and discussions 

and I would like to think that thillll dose reLuionship hu in some way contributed to the suc::.c::es.s of 

theA.RRB. 

evidence. In the Board's case the egenrial evidence iii anyroeords relmtt:i.Dg to the a&mssination of: 

Pre&idc:pt KeWledy. In our case esc.ential evidence consists of all federal a.nd presidenti.al records 

that documc:at the rights of .American citizens, the actions offedercl officials, 2l.l1d the. natioul 

oxparioaoe. Tho R..eview Board Med11 thfl time designated in ~hi& biD. to oomplcte ics impo!U.Dt 
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cs~sassination ofPres.idont Kennedy. We would like to offer for your coru:idcration some statisriC".s: 

3..nd fa.cts to demoostntc the success ofthc .Hoard and support lts one-year enaeaslon. 

The John F. KCIU!edy Assassination Records CoUectioo today beers litde rQembla.nce to tho 

o.pproxi:r:n.atdy 450 oubic feet ofrcoorda &om a few agendea. Today, 1he·C.oll«:!ion Milt grown to 

more than 1.600 rubiG teet ofrecord& or 3.75 miW.on p~es ftom more thullO <.lilfoa~t 

government offices. Those numbers arc a testament to the work of the Review Boud in 

obtaining the cooperation ofthe·entiro Federal govc:mmcnt in this .inaportam task. 

Donatioas have included the reh.ted papers of ~ames Oanilon and Edward Wegmum., tho 

prosecutor and d~e attorney in the conspiracy trial of Clay Shaw. md the pape.cS of J. Lee 

R.anlcin. the (]eQeraJ Counsel and Chic{ of' Staff of the W men Commiuion. Copies of the papen 

c~ I have attached to my testimony I copy of the RegiSter of the Collection.. which tim 

the m~or group' ofFederal records aod private papas. along with the supplc:meotallirti.ns ofFBI ~ 

filc:::s. 
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Collection cann.ot be overestimated. In addition to the reoords of numerous ..Hxecu.tive brancb 

records donated by private entities arc available in the Collection. This rich doc:::waenution is 

from their own pcn:on.tl computer through the .lmemct. t!qua.Uy imponam:. the Collection 

provides resarchc::rs with a view of how our govc::m.mc::nt worked during thi' period in history. a& 

the documents rcfiect aot only the opentioo.s of govermnec1t as the offices md egcnc::iex reacted to' 

the de:a.th of the President but .elso how these offices and agencies were operating in regard to 

unique 'Window on the operations of iliese agc::neies may be the most imporwrt result of the: 

development ofthe CoDt.di011. 

weeks IWd month& ahead. N.tcords of me De~ ottbe Army mel Nuvy and the Joint 

Chief~~ of Staff are w.rrcntly under rc:viow. The addition of these rcco/ds 'VJi11 ouly add to the 

richness. of the Colleotion and i.oaaue itt value to the gcnoral r..urch community. 

Public demcmd for those I"'O:))('dt u t.M ultimate 4!1vtd.enc::e ofdl.e the value oftltfl C".oUoction. 

ltc::f.orence n:quoltG have risen in rrumber every year sim;c the CuUor.;t.iuu c;,pcuc::d with new rooor~ 

.,,' 
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(0 
30% ovar this time lut year. The number of tt1l).Utne.o:: nn nur computer webilte is: also steadily 

' 
increasing. Since March, 1996 when the CuUcctiott wu m•dc ~&Vailahle through tho NARA 

. . 
website. the asae.asination reco.rds have been accessed over 1?0,000 times by the publio. Many of 

the written ingu.i:l"ios we receive include copies of record idemification fon:ru taken from the 

database. showing that the researcher hu accessed our website and downloaded information. The 

have come ftom this pro~. 

DuE: to the exceptional wodc: ofthc 1o1m P. Kennedy .Assassination R.eoords .R.aviow Board. great 

progress has been made on making aw.llable u complete a record as possible on the hlstcxy of the 

a•uzu:£in&tion of John Kennedy. Without the (oGUs. integrity, and c:xportise ofthc ARRB. the 

still much to do. NARA supports pauage of .l:i.J:L 1~::.:; so that this .lmporw:n work c:::an be 

,. 
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1ST SESSION 

'· 

. I 

FROM: GIBBONS, M. 

I 

To amend the President John F. Kennedy .A.ssa.s&ination Rec:ord& Collection 
_.t\c:t of 1992 to extend the authorization of tJtc. .A&sa.s.c;ination ltecordt> 
R.e-\-i~· Board untiJ September 30, 1998. 

IN' THE I-IOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

MAY 8, 1997 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana (fo:r him~~:elf. Mr. W~. and Mr. STOKES) intro
duced the folJo"ing bill; wrucl\ WM refened to the Committee on C'nwern• 
ment Relonn and 0\•e.n:ic.-ht, and in Addition to the CommiU.ec on the Ju
diciary, for a period to be ~nbiOOQUentJy det.ennined by t.he Speaker, in 
each ~e for eons;ideration or wc:h provisions as ftaU ""-itlW:a the juri&dic:
tion of the CCimmittee concerned 

To amend the President John F. Kennedy .A-~sination 

Records CoUecti~n Act of 1992 t.o a-tend the authoriza

tion of the Assassination Records Review Board 'q,Tltil . 

Sept.cmber 30, 1998. 

1 · .Be it enacte.d by the Senate and House of Representa-

2 tives of the Un.itcd State.<: of A.meriea in Congress assembled, 

.:·;; 
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1 SECTION 1. EXTENSION OF AUTHORIZATION, OF ASSAS-

2 SINATION RECORDS REVIEW BOARD. 

3 The President John F. Kennedy Assassination 

4 Itecords Collection Aet of 1992 (44 U.S.C. 2107 note) is 
I 
I 

5 amended-

6 . 

7 

8 

9 

(1) m section 7(o)(1), by striking. "SeptcmbE:r 

301 1996" and all that follows through the end of 

the paragraph and inserting "September 30, 1998."; 

and 

10 (2) in section 13(a), by ctriking "such sums" 

11 and all that follows through "e.>t..-pendcd" and insert-

12 ing "to carry out the provisions of this Act 

13 $1,600,000 for fiscal year 1998". 
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