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Historical Review Group 
Center for the Study of Iritelligence 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, DC 20505 

Assassination Records Review Board 
600 E Street NW • 2nd Floor • Washington, DC 20530 

(2021 724-0088 • Fax: (202) 724-0457 

~ . 

Re: Request for Additional Information and Records No. CIA-16 
(Oswald Pre-Assassination Files) 

Dear John: 

Under the President John F. Kennedy Assassination Records Collection Act of 1992, 44 
U.S.C. § 2107 (Supp. V 1994), the Review Board has the authority.to "directa -·· 
Government office to ... investigate the facts surrounding, additional information [and] 
records .... " Section 70)(1)(C)(ii). Pursuant to this authority, the Review Board is 
seeking to resolve· in a complete and comprehensive manner certain questions related to 
files on Lee Harvey Oswald that CIA may have held prior to the assassination of 
President Kennedy. Accordingly, we request that CIA provide complete and 
comprehensive answers to the questions identified below. 

On May 12, 1992, Director Robert M. Gates testified to the Senate Committee on 
Governmental Affairs regarding CIA's records on Oswald prior to the assassination. 
Mr. Gates testified that "[p]rior to President Kennedy's assassination, CIA held only a 
small file on Lee Har'Vey Oswald that consisted of 34 documents amounting to 124 
pages ..... " (The Assassination Materials Disclosure Act of 1972: Hearing Before the 
Committee on Governmental Affairs, 100th Cong., 2d Sess. 52 (1992) (emphasis added) 
(copy enclosed}. It is the Review Board's current understanding, however, that at the 
time of the assassination, CIA held at least three separate files (including soft files) on 
Lee Harvey Oswald: a 201 file (201-289248), an HTLINGUAL file, and an Office of 

BoARD MEMBERs: John R. Tunheim, Chair • Henry F. Graff· Kermit L Hill/ • Wi/li,1m L Joyce • Anna K Nelson 
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Security file. 1 We have identified references to one or more oth~r possible Oswald files 
including possible soft files designated as follows: CI/SI, CI/SIG, Cl/l.SN, and 
CS/l.SN. 

1. Please identify, as specifically as possible, each file held by CIA on Oswald 
at the time of the assassination of President Kennedy. 

2. Other than "for the 201-289248 file on Oswald, please explain when each 
Oswald file was opened, the purpose for the opening of the file, and the 
documents that were in the file at the time of the assassination. 

3. For the 201-289248 file on Oswald, please identify which records (and the 
total number that) were in the file at the time of the assassination. 

4. To the extent that Counterintelligence and the Office of Security 
maintained pre-assassination files on Oswald, please explain why those 
offices maintained files on Oswald prior to the assassination. In 
answering this question, please make appropriate references to the 
Clandestine Services Handbook (CSHB) and to any other materials 
(including organizational charts) that would help explain the · 
jurisdictional and organization reasons for which CI and OS would have 
maintained such files. 

For each question, please explain the basis for the answer and the sources (records or 
persons) whom you consulted to answer the question. To the extent that you are not 
able to answer a question completely, please so indicate and provide the best reasonable 
answer. If, during the t:ourse of your research, you learn thatany record relating to a 
pre-assassination file or record has been destroyed, please provide us with all available 
information related to the destruction of the records or files. 

These queries should be interpreted in their broadest reasonable sense. To the extent 
that you question whether certain responses may be within the scope of our request, 
please let us know and we can advise you whether we would wish to include it. We 
anticipate that the responses to these questions will be referenced in CIA's Final 
Compliance Statement. 

10ne Office of Security file on Oswald (or relating to Oswald) may have been 
numbered 351-164. In addition, Margaret Stevens may have held an Office of Security 
"MS-" file on Oswald. 
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We request that you make this information available to us by F~bruary 24, 1997. If this 
does not provide you with sufficient time, please let us know, in writing, by what date 
you believe you will be able to answer the questions fully. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

G 
David G. Marwell 
Executive Director 

Enclosure 
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denied, you ned. I am curious as to how long the post-
ponement it be until the national security o · 
are no longer th.reaten_ed? Do we want · to require a 
review every two years? · 
. Going along, some of the language is fairly broad. We had the 

a few moments ago about an agent. 
oth.er.se~::ticm ·th~lt gives us an "an in-
which is currently utilized, or reasonably expect-

. The one that troubles me most, know there is a 
reason for it,_ but cerned doors it may open, 
is " ... an a hether that 
person is identified in the material or not. about 
that being used ·as a ground for requesting postponement of disclo­
sure. 

_So I think, consistent ·with all tWit you have said here, I hope 
that u will give us the benefit of your second look at that Section 
6: ' 

· Senator Cohen? 
you. 

Honorable Robert ·Gates, 
the Honorable 
you have been 

. you you would 
about 10:00 here. We are about an hour late on that, .or a 

little over. We ~ppreciate your for~earance;this morning. We look 

Mr. Ga 
much . 

testimony this morning. . ·· · 
if you would lead off, we would appreciate it very 

. TESTIMONY OF, THE HO~. ROBERT M .. 
. CENTRAL IN1'ELJL.IG:EN(}E J 

DIRECTOR, 

Mr .. GATES. Thank you, Mr~ Chairl:xlan; Mr; ChSirman, I am here 
today at your · · · · · ·· · · · S; J. Res. 282, the 
Assassination and to describe the ' 
nature of the documents· held by the Central In~lligence· Agency 
that relate to the assassination ofJohn F. Kenn · 

Senator SASSER. 'Mr. Chairman, I wonder if Director could 
pull the mike a little bit closer? Thank you. 

Mr. GATES. rt much appreciate the opportunity to speak on 
this important matter. · 

Let me begin by stating that I am in complete 'th 
t resolution, that be 

e to the lie as quickly as 
possible Government documents relating to assassination of 

51 

uments, I 
Y oflnte.l­
events of 
President 
e the doc-· 
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Unfortunately, and for reasons that I do not know, what we are 
dealing with is a mass of material that is not :indexed, is uncatalo­
gued, and is · hly disorganized, all of which makes the review 
process more · ult. The material contains every"t!h:ing from the 
most sensitive :intelligence sources to the most mundane· news clip-

· These records mclude documents that CIA had :in" its files before pings. 
the assassination, a large number of records that CIA received 
later as fOUtine disseminations from other agencies, as well as the 
reports, correspondence, and other papers that CIA prepared in the 
course of the assassination investigations. I should emphasize that 
these records were assembled into the present collection as a result 
of specific inq_uiries received from the Warren Commission or the 
House Select Committee on .A,ssassi.nations. Prior to President Kennedy's assassination, CIA held only a 
small flle on Lee Harvey Oswald that consisted of 34 documents 
amow:iting to 124 page&, some of which ·originated with the FBI, 
the State Department, the Navy, and news clippings. Only 11 
of these documents originated .within CIA. ought along a 
copy of Oswald's file as it existed before the assassination so that 
you can see firsthand how slender it was at the time. As I have 
already noted, we have declassified the CIA documents in this flle 
with quite minimal deletions and we are providing them to the Na-
tional Archives. · · · The records in this file dealt with Oswald's defection to the 
Soviet Union in 1959 and his activities after his return in 1962. By 
contrast, it was only after the assassination that CIA accumulated 
the rest of the material on Oswald, some 33,000 pages, most of 
which CIA received from other agencies after November 22, 1963. 

The Committee·, has asked about documents in our possession 
generated by other agencies. In fact, much of the material held by 
CIA ori~ted with other agencies or departments. For example, 
in the 1 '1 boxes of Oswald reoords, approximately 40 percent of the 
documents originated With the FBI and about 20 percent originated · 
from the State D~partment or elsewhere.-Our staff is. still going through the·-material compiled at there-
quest of the Warren Commission and the House Select Committee 
on · ~inations, which includes 63 ·.boxes of records and 
one box that containS · 73 reels • of Iriici'ofllm· ~crofil.nis. in 
part; overlap material in other partS of ·the collection. ·We estimate 
that within the 63 boxes of pa~r recordS, approximately 2'7 per· 
cent originated with a variety of other U.s;· Government agencies, 
priv . tions~ a:tid foreign and American press. . 

Alt our documents do include· many documents from other 
agencies, we nonetheless have a substantial collection of CIA do~u· 
menta that will reqUire eon.$iderable effort to review, -and as 1 said 
earlier~ at my direction, this review fof declass~catio:ri is· now un· 
derway. • · · · .· ·· ·· 

A preliminary survey of these file& has provided us some indica· 
tions of what they oontain. AlthoUgh the records oover a wide vari: 
ecy·· of topics, they · · fallY focils on CIA activitieS oonceming 
Cuba and Castro, s defection to .the Soviet Union, and Os­
wald's subsequent activities in MeJdco City and New Orlean&· They_ 
also include a large num~r of name traces requested ·by the staff 
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of the House Select Co · . 
tlal relating to the G=~~teht~~~g asst. inatidons, as well as mate-as. · a lon an Cuban exile activi-

The CIA cannot release - b A~e. of th~ ~imits in the Prlv~~y Ac~f dh?hents unilaterally be­
ti encan c1twms against unautho . . w 1? protect the names of 

n.:tio~s~!:a fb;(a~n~:£ the Houf~~l::i:~~t;:ee o~As~str~-
cles other than CIA. many o the documents belong to a:~: 
to Howe~er, we have already taken s . cl=~ate Wlif'th other agencies an~P:O ~ li:ftt thhe sequestration, 
th 10n. necessary in th ' b egm e process of de-

e House of Representati~ f; e a sence. of legislation, I will ask 
lease the results of the de~ orffi r~olubon permitting CIA to doc~ents. c ass cation effort on the sequester~d 

While I expect a large am . under our program I ass~~t of the material can be declassified 
~not be released to the publi~hfutr there .will be information that 
~v~ concerns or the exposure of htrerrety of reasons, including . ai me take a moment to give 1gence sou.rces and meth-
n o· . an example of this type of mate-

';u·m~ the investigation b th sass1nat1ons, I understand tl t . e Ho~se Select Committee on As 
requested on a number of CIA :ecunty and personnel flies wer~ 
~:!di[~b~ ~~ lf:~~dance eval~~\~~~tn!Jl:i ~~:iu~~f0tain fit-~uestion of who killed ~~·\ ~cers. Although irrelevan~ 'il',d 
ocuments ultimatell ended ~n . ennedy, these and other personai 

::ftbf.ts: I~ do no~ behove that lb::' ~.~~red ~llectio~ of doc- · 
viduals ~ oka~lon outweighs the clear p . e pubhc of dlSclosure 

Simi!: e.epmg the information confid~:-cy mterest of the indi-
to . pnvacy concerns exist 'th lal. ~ b~ormatio:t on particular ~divi~~~ents con~ing derog-

indi 'd··-~~ gomup ~d rumor. Our fll als where ~he mformation 
V1 w:w:~ ~ho proVided us intellig es . o contain the names of 

~~c~~Pd:~ti~tyWh. We would not dis~lo: ~~kation O? a promise 

bli 
n:use. ere we cann t ..3:--l names m breach of 

pu . c, t:he Agency·_will mak ~ ~ ose such information to th ~tl<?n m order to ensure . e . ctions. and summarize the u;ror: 
tion. J.S released while till that the. maxunum amount of i.nfi tbflf ¢ .~ indi.JuaJ. protecting the identity of an age':,'\":; 
P 

. ation J.S ·not passed b . res1den regardhig the JFK 'Y · the Congress and signed by th 
and to provide r · papers, to enhance bubli nfid e 
relevant . to th eassur~ce, that CIA has not h ld k<:: .co 1 e~ce 

· · h d e assassmation I ld . e ac informat10n 
. ~ni~heden'ficans from outside ;roGoveappomtt a panel of distin­
ha . "'- . ormer jurists to. · . rnm~n, perhaps including 

ve red~ted .or kept cla8sified . examme whatever. documents w 
fled public report on th.,.;;,. fin .. They would then issue an uncl"'" ~ 

The effort . ...... . .... sl· 
~tion 0 . :t Kimnedy 2iil. ~9~W!len~ relating to the 
Ev 1mportant program and I ~ aunting. However, it is 
co:::U:::U~ tirhe of ·~ijniiiliin~c!'Ct~~mthak.iJ?.g it .work. 

. 'J • ave ocated 1 full-t' . . e mtelligence une poautlons to expand the 

\.! 

' •' 
.. , 
i" 
j·, 

.'·! ( 
'· 
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staff and to form the Historical Review Group that will 
the JFK documents and other documents of historical inter­

est. 
I believe these actions attest to the seriousness of our intent to 

pers declassified to what re-

ment of Justice on 
lution. · 

result. I intend to address 
coneems. I will defer to the Depart­
anal problems posed by the joint reso-

First, 
CIA ma 

in an outside body the determmation as to whether 
related to the assassination can be released to the 

res]ponsibility for the 
protection · 

Second, I am cQncerned that the joint resolution contains no 
vision req 

Third, I am concerned that the joint resolution does not 
the Agency with the opportunity of 
formation contained in documen 
Warren. Commission. · 

meaningful review of what 
terial at one time. 

Fifth, and fmally, Section 6 of the 
lines the grounds for 
make& n 

trol. Further, we will cooperate· 
the Congress and the 

resolution, which. out­
release of a document, 

to arise 
JFK as­

joint resolution in 

I believe can be solved and 
of documents bearing on the 

But, again, whatever the 
is proceeding even now to 

ts con­
estab­

all of this 

Mr. Chairman, let me close with a comment on why I am person-
ge these documents out. Like all Americans 

terrible day in 1963, and as several 
members of the Committee have alluded to, I also remember where 
I was and what I was doing. 

, 
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I was a college student at William and Mary and I can remem­
b~r how the word spread-like wild fire between 'classes of that hor­
nble ev~nt. I ma~e my way to Washington that weekend and stood 
at the m~rsectlon of Constitution and Pennsylvania Avenues, 
w!tere I w&ted fo: hours to watch the President's funeral cortege. I 
will never forget 1t. .- · 

less than 

ou. 
[The prepared statement of Mr. Gates follows:] 

Mr. Chairman, I am 
282, ''The 
nature of 
Kennedy. 
matter. 

Let me 

PREPAJUW STATEMENT OF MR. GATES 

uest to provide my views on S. J. Res. 
of 1992," and to describe the 

the assassination of John F. 
to speak on this important 
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begin r~.e,tuVI~·e ~·~wevifor declassification 
speak,·"' 
anticipate that 

All we carry 

mulated after Presidant Kennedy's 

of this material. And, indeed, as I 
number of documents, and I 

the Warren Commission and the House Select 
boxes of material on Lee Harvey Oswald accu· 

fl.les before the assassina­
tion, a large number of records that CIA received later as routine disseminations 
from 
CIA 
that 

they 
tion 
New 
staff 
to the Garrison investigation and Cuban exile activities. 

cies other· than CIA. However, 
coordinate with other. qenci~ and to begin 
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sary, I will ask the House for a resolution 
the declassification effort on the 

While I expect a 

the 
tial. 

information 
rumor. Our 
information 

their names in breach of such 
h . . to the public, the Agency will 

mum amount of information . t e lnforma~ion ~ order to. ensure that the maxi­
agent or the privacy of an mdi.:fd~~~sed while stdl protectmg the identity of an 
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But, again, whatever ~e fu~ course of this legislation, CIA; is proceeding even 
now to review for declassification the relevant documents under 1ts control. FUrther, 
we will cooperate fully with any mechanism established by the Congress and the 
President to declassify all of·this material. 

Chairman GLENN. Thank you, Mr. Gates. 
Mr. Sessions. · 

TESTIMONY OF THE . HON. WILLIAM S. SESSIONS, DIRECTOR, 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION; ACCOMPANIED BY 
DAVID G. LEITCH, DEPtirY ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
U.S. DEPARTMENT. OF JUSTICE 
Mr .. SESSIONS. Good morning, Mr. Chairman, members of the 

Committee. I have a complete statement which I will flle, and 
there are some diagrams which I will also make available for the 
reeord, and a pho the ~es. themselves. . . 

Chairman GLEN . ut obJect1on, your ent1re statement will 
be included in the reco;rd. · 

Mr. SESSIONS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am pleased to appear 
before you to testify about FBI investigative records relati;ng to the 
assassination of President John F. Kennedy. I applaud thiS process 
and yoi.u- efforts. It is fundamental that Govemm~nt e~t tc? meet 
the needs of its citizens. An examination of these lSSUes lS· directly 
related to satisfying the intense interest and concern of our citizens 
about the circumstances s'QlToun~g that tragic event some 29 
years ago. 

From the outset I would like to state emphatically that I favor 
maximum disclos~re, consistent with the law and the legitimate 
need to protect certain small but highl_J'_ selll!'itive categories C!f in­
formation. I can assure you that the FBI will work cooperat1vely 
through the Department of Just~ce with both the Sena~ ·and the 
House to develop a comprehens1ve approach to these rmportant 
issues. 
·As you know, the Government has oonducted a number of re­

views of the assassination. The Warren Commission, the House AB· 
sassinations Committee, and the Church ~mmittee all c<;~nduc~d 
reviews that I believe can be best categonzed as exhaustive. It lS 
my understanding that the FBI provided. massive amounts of ~nfor· 
mation to those entities to help ensure that they accompl1ahed 
their missions. Once again, we desire to be as helQful as we are 
able. · 

·immediately following the shooting of President Ken the 
FBl began a massive investigation. An intense effort wal!' Re-
lated investigations were f,:onducted. and much informatu~n was ex­
changed; as Pirector G!l~ has nc;>~de be~een. the var1ous agen· 
cies. · As is the· case ·Wlth. all m8J.ot mvest~gations, thousands. of 
pages of documents were created to record the results of these ef· 
forts and to facilitate the investigations. 

Man.y different kinds of information ·were recorded in the FBI 
rues. The resultS of thoUsands of interviews of witnesses, other in­
diVidualS with possible helpful kl?-o'!ledge, and co~tact-s with confi­
dential informants were memorialized. Commu~ucat1ons betwe~n 
the FBI headquarters and our field offices, and VIce veraa, were m­
cluded, as were.communieations between the FBI and ot?er agen· 
cies. Forensic reports were recorded. In all, FBI flies relatmg to the 

5!:1 

assassination contained over 499,000 pages of documents with a 
few more pages added every time the FBI follows up on a ~ew alle­
gation or a new issue arises. 

After Congress amended the Freedom of Information Act in 1974, 
the fBI .began receiving requests for information relating to the as­
sassmatlon. By 1978, four years later, over 200,000 pages of materi­
al had bee~ proc~ed and made available to the public through the 
FBI's public readins: ~oom. Many ~u.thors, journalists, historians, 
and others have V1Slted and reVISited these materials which 
remain av~able today as a .valuable source of historic info;mation. 

I would like to briefly describe to the Committee a breakdown of 
FBI records relating in some way to the assassination. The FBI has 
fc;>ur ~re flies that rel!lte di.rectly to the investigation of the assas­
smatlon. Our cooperat10n Wlth the Warren Commission and the in­
vestigation of Lee Harvey Oswald and Jack Ruby-those are the 
four core flies. The.re are appr<?ximately 499,000 pages in these 
files, 268,000 of which are duphcate pages that were cross-filed 
third agency records, and some FBI records that have not bee~ 
processed pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act. 

ApproximatelY' 228,000 pages, or 94 percent of the records we 
~ve processed, have already been released to the public. In addi­
tion, the FBI has several other much smaller files as a result of 
othe~ directly related investigations, such as the investigation of 
Manna Oswald, &I?-d these fli~s comprise approximately 22,000 
pages, 1?,000 of wh1ch are duphcate, third , or unprocessed 
pages. Fi . nt of these pages pr rsuant to the 
Freedom ~t1on ~ct have been rele public. 

Of the pages avallable m the FBI reading room on the main floor 
at FBI ~eadql:larter~, app;roximately 189,000 pages, or 94 percent, 
are ~va1lable m the1r ~nt1rety. The remaining 12,000 pages in the 
reading room reflect some degree of redaction. The information 
that has not been disclosed or that has been redacted to some 
degree falls within the exemptions that are enumerated in the 
Free~o~ of Info:r:mation Act and the protections of the Privacy Act. 
~lS mclude~ mformation that, one, is classified on the basis of 

nat1onal secunty; two, would disclose the identities of individuals 
~ho ~~ecifically requ~te~ confidentiality; three, would disclose the 
1dent1~1es of co!lfident1al mformants or sources; four, is highly per­
sonal mformat1on !ibout individuals; or, five, originated with other 
Gov~rnment ~enc1es and those agencies specifically requested that 
the mformation not be released based upon exemptions applicable 
to tho~e agencies. 

While . favor maximum disclosure under the law, there 
are certain types of information that are particularly critical to 
successful. law enf'!rcement _investigations and national security; for 
~xample,, mformatlon th!lt lS ;properly and appropriately classified, 
1:~1formatlon that would 1dent1fy confidential sources, and informa· 
t1on that :would ~close sen~itive investigative techniques or the 
~ypes of mformat1on the disclosure of which could negatively 
Impact upon our ability to fulflil our mission. Information in FBI 
flies ~h~t has ~ot been ~isclosed publicly falls largely within these 
descnpt1ons of mformat1on. 

In any CS;Se. I be!ieve it is extremely healthy for the country to 
have these lSsues aired and to be resolved. The public interest die-
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Fred Wickham 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DO Focal Point 
for JFK Board 

Lee Strickland 
DA Focal Point 

for JFK Board 

·John F. Pereira­
Chief, Historical 

Review Group 

Request No. CIA-16 
from JFK Board 

1997 

1. Attached is "Request for Additional Information and 
Records No. CIA-16 (Oswald Pre-Assassination Files)", which 
was received from the Assassination Records Review Board on. 
29 January 1997. The request is for additional details 
related to files on Lee Harvey Oswald that may have existed 
in the Office of Security and in the DO. 

2. Please advise how you would like us to respond to 
this request. We are asked to make the information 
available to the Board by 24 February 1997. 

Attachment 

.f'OR-8-f'FICIAL USE ONLY 



13-00000 

SECRET 

f' .... 

27 February 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR: J. Barry Harrelson 
Historical Review Group 

FROM: 

Center for the Study of Intelligence 

~Cliief:,~xu~~~Lc)rn Management Branch 
Office of Personnel Security 

SUBJECT: Request No. CIA-16 from JFK Board 

REFERENCE: CSI 97-062 dated 31 January 1997 

1. (U) The Office of Personnel Security has researched 
this request from the Assassination Records Review Board 
relating to the existence of pre-assassination files on Lee 
Harvey Oswald. 

2. (U) In response to the specific questions listed 
in Mr. Marwell's letter to the Historical.Review Group, the 

· following responses are provided to those three questions 
pertaining to the Office of Personnel Security (OPS) . These 
responses are the best reasonable answers based on available 
information. Please note OPS was known as the Office of 
Security prior to 1 October 1994. 

Question 1: (U) Please identify, as specifically as 
possible, each file held by CIA on Oswald at the time 
of the assassination of President Kennedy. 

Response: (U) At the time of the assassination, the 
Office of Security (OS) held two files which contained 
information on Lee Harvey Oswald. A file entitled Defectors 
File (#0341008) contained a reference to Lee Harvey Oswald, 

Regraded Confidential 
When Separated From 
Secret Attachment 

SECRET 

CL BY: ~JE)J 
CL Reason: 1:5-(c) 
DECL ON: X1 
DRV FROM: COV 1-82 
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and the Office of Security also had a subject file on Lee 
liarvey Oswald (#0351164}. This information was reflected in 
the automated security database known as the Management Data 
Program/Personnel Security (MDP/PS) . These files were 
originally miscellaneous files which were converted to the 
above numbers circa 1964. A'hand search was also conducted 
of microfiche records which were superseded by the automated 
system. This hand search produced the same results as the 
automated search of MDP/PS. 

(U) In your request specific mention is made of an 
HTLINGUAL file. MDP/PS reflects OS maintained four official 
files under this project--#0077826 (an administrative file), 
#0090079, #0093466 (a general file), and #0119144. All of 
the HTLINGUAL files were destroyed on 8 April 1994 along 
with numerous soft files. Since this material has been 
destroyed, OPS cannot definitively state whether these files 
contained any information on Lee Harvey Oswald. A search of 
Oswald's name did not produce an index reference to any of 
these files. 

(U) Attached is all of the available information 
regarding the destruction of the HTLINGUAL files. This 
information was retrieved from of the 
Information Management Branch/Records Control Section and 
from a review of general office administrative files. 

Question 2: (U) Other than for the 201-289248 file 
on Oswald, please explain when each Oswald file was 
opened, the purpose for the opening of the file, and 
the documents that were in the file at the time of the 
assassination. 

Response: (U) As noted above, all HTLINGUAL files have 
been destroyed. Since OS files are usually set up in 
chronological sequence, a search of files with numbers in 
close proximity to those recorded for HTLINGUAL was 
undertaken. This search revealed the approximate opening 
dates for the four official HTLINGUAL files as: 

#0077826 
#0090079 
#0093466 
#0119144 

Opened approximately July 1952 
Opened approximately February 1953 
Opened approximately July 1953 
Opened approximately May 1955 
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(U) HTLINGUAL was a Directorate of Operations project 
that involved opening incoming_ mail destined to 
and from the Soviet Union, and South 
America. In OS this project was known as SRPOINTER with 
subprojects identified as WESTPOINTER, INDIAN, BANJO, and 
SETTER. OS conducted the actual opening and monitoring of 
mail with the acquired information referred to the 
Directorate of Operations. 

(U) The Defectors File (#0341008) was established circa 
1950 for the purpose of recording information on US citizens 
defecting to other countries and information regarding 
foreign nationals considering defection to the United States. 
This compilation of information was received from press 
clippings~ Directorate of Operations reporting, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, the Department of State, and the 
various armed services. The pre-assassination documents 
located in this file relative to Lee Harvey Oswald are: 

a. Washington Star press clipping of 26 November 1959 
entitled "U.S. Defector to Reds Turned to Marx at 
15" 

b. Department of State memorandum dated 25 October 
1960 with attached list of American "defectors" 
from May 1959 to October 1960 

c. Memorandum for Chief/Security Research Staff dated 
31 October 1960 from M. D. Stevens, subject: 
American Defectors 

d. Memorandum for Deputy Director of Security dated 
1 November 1960 from M. D. Stevens, subject: 
American Defectors 

e. Handwritten chart of defectors dated 26 August 
1961 

f. Defector outline prepared in October 1961 listing 
known defectors to the USSR, Red China, Cuba, and 
United Arab Republic. 
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(U) The index reference to the Defectors File 
identifies a list dated 13 September 1966 which was known as 
the Defector Machine Listing. This listing was a computer 
printout of defectors which reflected limited biographic 
data on each name. This listing was maintained separately 
from the actual Defectors File; notations within the 
Defectors File show the Defector Machine Listing as 
permanently charged to the Security Analysis Group of OS. 
Efforts to locate this listing or determine the disposition 
have been unsuccessful. 

(U) Information regarding the purpose of the Defectors 
~===-~~~l~e~aned from a quick review of selected holdings. 

this office at one time was assigned to the 
sis Group and recalls the Defector Machine 

Listing. From her recollection, this machine listing was 
approximately one and one-half inches thick and was in two 
parts. One part consisted of an alphabetical index of 
defector names with assigned numbers. The second part 
listed the assigned numbers in numerical order and contained 
limited information on each name. 

(C) The Special Investigations Branch of Investigations 
Division is the current operating component encompassing most 
of the Securit Analysis Group functions still conducted in 
OPS. of this office was queried regarding office 
holdi re g to the Defector Machine Listing. 

d no knowledge of the listing and suggeste 
as a resource. CIC Liaison Off,r~~--~ 

~oura-nn,ot recall the 1 it may have been 
destroyed, and suggested contacting of the 
Counterintelligence Center (CIC) . 

(C) CIC assumed many of the functions reviously 
conducted by the Security Analysis Group. was 
queried regarding the possibility the Defe e 
Listing may have been transferred to CIC during the 
realignment of duties. dvised the Defector 
Machine Listing could n d in CIC holdings; and he 
has_made inquiries with Directorate of Operations 
counterparts regarding the listing. 
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{U) The subject file pertaining to Lee Harvey Oswald 
(#0351164) was established circa 1960. It appears this file 
was created as a separate repository for the numerous press 
clippings and reports received from other government 
agencies on the defection of Lee Harvey Oswald to the USSR 
and his activities following his return to the United 
States. The first volume of this file appears to have been 
preserved as the pre-assassination file, and the documents 
contained in this file are as follows: 

a. Department of State telegram #1304 from Moscow 
dated 31 October 1959 

b. The washington Post press clipping dated 
1 November 1959 entitled "Ex-Marine Asks Soviet 
Citizenship" 

c. Department of State Dispatch #234 from Moscow 
dated 2 November 1959 

d. Department of State telegram #1448 from Tokyo 
dated 9 November 1959 

e. Department of State telegram #1358 from Moscow 
dated 9 November 1959 

f. The Washington Post press clipping dated 16 
November 1959 entitled "Rebuffed" 

g. Evening Star press clipping dated 26 November 
1959 entitled "U.S. Defector to Reds Turned to 
Marx at 15" 

h. Report Summary prepared by Soviet Russia Division 
forwarded to Office of Security in March 1960 

i. Department of State Instruction A-273 dated 
13 April 1961 

j. Department of State Dispatch from Moscow dated 
May 1961 with enclosure of Oswald letter 
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k. Federal Bureau of Investigation report dated 
3 July 1961 from Dallas, Texas 

1. Note to CI~dated 28 September 1961 

m. Form 745 "Indices Search Request" dated 
12 October 1961 

n. Department of State Dispatch #317 from Moscow 
dated 12 October 1961 with enclosure 

o. Form G-135a Immigration and Naturalization 
Service name check form to Central Intelligence 
Agency dated 5 December 1961 

p. Navy Department message to Moscow dated 
3 March 196.2 

q. Department of the Navy memorandum to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation dated 26 April 1962 with 
enclosure 

r. The Washington Post press clipping dated 
9 June 1962 entitled "Third American in .2 Months 
Leaves Soviet 'Home'" 

s. Federal Bureau of Investigation transmittal 
of report from Dallas, Texas, dated 30 August 
1962. 

(U) In addition to those documents listed above, the 
following documents were located in a subsequent volume of 
the Oswald file and also appear to predate the assassination 
of President Kennedy. 

t. Undated summary of file information on Lee 
Harvey Oswald 

u. Incoming cable #83858 from Mexico City dated 
20 July 1963 (no mention of Oswald) 

v. Incoming cable #01325 from Mexico City dated 
17 August 1963 (no mention of Oswald) 
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Incoming cable #36017 from Mexico City dated 
9 October 1963 

Outgoing cable #74830 to Mexico City dated 
10 October 1963 

Incoming cable #47041 from Mexico City dated 
24 October 1963 (no mention of Oswald) . 

Question 4: (U) To the.extent that Counterintelligence 
and the Office of Security maintained pre-assassination 
files on Oswald, please explain why those offices 
maintained files on Oswald prior to the assassination. 
In answering this question, please make appropriate 
references to the Clandestine Services Handbook (CSHB} 
and to any other materials (including organizational 
charts) that would help explain the jurisdictional and 
organization reasons for which CI and OS would have 
maintained such files. 

Response: (U) It is believed that OS holdings on Lee 
Harvey Oswald began in 1959 with his travel to Russia during 
which he renounced his US citizenship. Oswald was in 
contact with the American Embassy in Moscow, and the 
Department of State prepared reports on these contacts. 
Most likely because of counterintelligence concerns, the 
Central Intelligence Agency was included in the distribution 

. of these reports. In the beginning this material was 
probably retained in the Defectors File. As the number of 
documents on this person increased, a separate file was 
created to be the repository of information on the alleged 
American defector. There is a notation in the Defectors 
File that a separate file exists on Oswald. 

(U) Both the Defectors File (#0341008) and the file of 
Lee Harvey Oswald (#0351164) were handled by Marguerite D. 
Stevens of the OS/Security Research Staff during the pre­
assassination time frame. Of the documents listed above, a 
majority of them contain a notation or the initials of 
Marguerite D. Stevens, leading one to believe she was the 
officer responsible for the collection, analysis, and filing 
of this information. 
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{U) The Security Research Staff (SRS} was the 
component responsible for collecting, developing, and 
evaluating information of a counterintelligence nature to 

detect and/or prevent penetration of the Agency's 
organization, employees, and activities by foreign or 
domestic organizations or individuals. SRS conducted 
research in connection with employee loyalty cases and 
maintained records identifying personalities, environments, 
and personal traits of individuals who had been of 
counterintelligence interest over the years. SRS maintained 
liaison with various government agencies in connection with 
counterintelligence activities and coordinated the 
counterintelligence effort throughout OS. Using 
organizational charts of this time period, SRS reported 
directly to the office of the Director of Security. 

(U) of the CPS/Management Staff was queried 
regarding tne -mrssion and functions of SRS during the pre-
assassination time period. made inquiries 
relating to the above r an CPS/Information 
Management Office 1retrieved retired policy 
records for review. --The information on the mission and 
function of SRS was retrieved from the archived Office of 
Security administrative and hi s a 
review of the security file on 

3. (U) For your information, a page-by-page review of 
the documents contained in the Defectors File (12 volumes) 
and Lee Harvey Oswald's file (7 volumes) has not been 
conducted for the purposes of this request. Our efforts 
were concentrated on the pre-assassination time frame. 

4. (U) This review was conducted by 
OPS/~n@~, secure [os5~7 ,___ _____ _.J 

Attachment 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

.. ' . . .. 

·On 8 Aprill994, the complete set of SRPOINTER and 
·HTLINGU.AL security support files·andindexes held by.the 
Office of Security were destroyed in accordance with the. 

·guidelines set forth in the approved Records Control 
Schedules 31-76 and 31-83 and by the Office of General 
Counsel. · 

-
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OGC-94·51066 
6 April 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR.: ? 
:tJ~~iE~fieview Team 

of Security 

VIA: Robert J. Bat.inger 
Assistant General Counsel 
Litigation Division 

FROM: 

Office o:f Gene 
'. 

SUBJECT: HTLINGUAL/8RPOINTBR File Destruction 

1. This responds to your memo of 9 Pebrua:r:y 199.4 
requesting confirmation that the security support fi1es of 

/' the HTL:tNGUAL project are not· the ct of a current 
~-..: · litigation, inve11tigation, or other ry that would 

preclude their des~ruction pursuant to normal guidelines for 

;· ... 

\:::_:..-' 

· records of this type. A review of OGC files located no 
currently active cases involving the HTLINGUAL project. 
Therefore, s no objection to destruction of the 
files if author zed by your a~proved records disposition 
schedule. 

2. ror your information I have attached a copy 
March 1990 memorandum in which OGC provided guidance 
DO regarding destruction of MHCHAOS and HTLINGUAL p 
files. According to that memorandum, files pertain 
HTLINGUAL may be destroyed only if: (1) they meet the 

of a 
to the 
ject 

to 

·. criteria tor destruction on the applicabl oved 
records disposition schedule~ (2) are not respons ve eo a 
POIA or Privacy Act request currently being processed by the 

· office concerned; and (3) do noe document the initiaeion, 
implementation, and termination o:f the cts, or 
constitute files on u.s. persQns of fo intelligence or 
counte·rintelligence value which the Ag is required to 
maintain. As the attachment indicates, . s requirement 
that the SSCI concur in any proposed destruction has already 
been met. 

SBCRBT 

CL BY 
DBCL 
DRV PM SEC 13-87 
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,_.\ SUBJECT: HTLINGUAL/SRPOINTER Pile· Destruction 

3. I apologize for the delay in responding to your 
request. Please let.me know if I may be of further. 
assistance. · 

Attachment: 
As Stated 

-
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. SUBJECT: HTLINGOAL/SRPOINTER File Destruction 

DCI/OGC/R.EG kd/~i~ (6 Apr 94) 

Distribution: 
Original ··Addressee 

1 • OGC Registry 

.... 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

REFERENCE: 

0611 
1990 

~;;m;;:&r"l"""""l~:-xli""iir'C"1:01tlli vision, OGC 

Destruction of MHCHAOS and HTLINGUAL 
Project Pil~s 

P.S/6 

Request for Authorization· to Retain or 
Dest~oy Questionable Records: 141C's for 
MHCHAOS and HTLlNGUAL Projects, from 
IMS/MPG/IRMB, dated 11 December 1989 

1. Th• rafer:enced reqt.utlt seeks coru::urranca for the 
destruction of MHCHAOS and HTLINGUAL files in accordance with 
routine recorda destruction scbe4ules approved by the National 
Archivist. Subject to the qualifications set forth below, the 
proposed destruction can proceed without legal objection. 

2. on 1evera1 c:u::cas:loru!il over· the. past 12 years, DO/IMS has 
proposed that the Agency identify and destroy MHCHAOS and 
HTLINGUAL records in accordance with routine records 
destruction schedules. The ma~or reason not to do so has been 
the existence of litigation that has necessitated retention of 
those records. With the settlement of the National Lawyers' 
Guild litigation, a major obstacle to routine records 
destruction appears to have been eliminated • .. 

3. That case alone, howev~, does not govern the records 
~etention or_destruction of MHCHAOS or HTLINGUAL files. In 
ad4ition, destruction may proceed only in accordance with the 
records disposition authorization provided by the Archivist on. 
17 March 1'78. (Job Nos. HCl-263-77-18 and HCl-263-78~1). The 
approval given the Archivist is subject to essentially the 
following condit ons: (1) files and documents that are ~he 

, objects of FOIA and Priv1cy Act requests, or those involved in 
any other litigation, are not to be destroyed; (2) files that 
document the initiation, implementation, and te~ination of the 
rejects, and other files on u.s. persons of forei;~ 

elli;eace or counterintelligence value which the Agency is 
required to maintain, are not to be destroy~d; (3) no disposal 
will occur prior to review and concurrence of the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence. • 

4. In reviawin; the materials you have provided, I have 
been able to conclude that thea SSCl Chair.man, Birch Bayb, in 
several separate letters dated 6 April 1978, informed the DCI 
that the Committee bad no objection to the implementation- of 
the records disposal lists 1pproved by the Archivist. In my 
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view, therefore, condition number (3) has been satisfied • 
. Ac;:cordingly, with the .ezception of the case of Hurwitz: y. 
Uni tcu1 states, there appear to he ·no ongoln; court cases . 
relating to MHCHAOS or HTLIHGUAL files that necessitate the 

·retention of those materials. All HTLIHGUAL materials relating 
to Lao T. Hurwitz, therefore, should be retained. In addition, 
any l'ecords pertaining to Dr. Sidney K. Peck (Pegk y. CIA) 

. should be retained. X am not aware of any other matters that 
would require retention of the files at the present time, but 
you should contact the Agency's FOIA Coordinator to deter.mine 
if there are any outstanding fOIA or Privacy Act requests 
--relating to MHCHAOS or HTLIHGUAL that sb.oula not be destroyed. 
If so, materials should be retained in accordance with the 
requirements of tbe Records Disposal List. Finally, of course, 
information that the Agency must maintain that is ot foreiqn 
intelligence value •lao sbould not tie destroyed. 

4. I would also point·out that the terms of the National 
Lawy~rs Guild settlement require that all agencies of the 
Federal Government, including the CIA, shall not use, release 
or disclose, within or outside the Government, certain 
information relating to the National Lawyers Guild and its 
subunits. Accordingly, if there is CIA information derived­
from the FII'I investigatioa. relatin; to the Rational Lawyers• 
Guild, Agency records, files or indices M.\llt be appropriately 
marked so as to permit implementation of the settlement 
agreement. This means that, to the extant MHCHAOS records are 
not isolated but are contained in other -Agency files, some 
means of ensuring that the information is no't disseminated must 
be made. 

s. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions .. -

cc: C/ALD/OGC 

. -2-
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9 February 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR: OGC/Litigation 57EYG 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: Files Scheduled For Destruction 

· ,.---1-~_on 7 February 1994, this office was given direction 
by t1r. Archiba@, Legal· Advisor for the. Office of Security, 
to deal directlywith your office in reference to the 
attached. 

2. ·If you have any.questions about the attached, 
please feel free to call on Q[QQ_:(5]. Your prompt assistance 
in this matter is greatly appreciated. 

3.. Thank you for your coordination arid coo e·rat.ion in. 
assisting.the Records Control Schedule Analysts; 
(!06J.~I and 406i6l. · L...l..._-==-=~:::r-' 

~=----=======~----~ 

eam ..... 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

'9 ·December 1993 

~rr~~~~~~~y, Legal Advisor 

~nrornrn~~!Review Team 

HT LINGUAL Security Support Files/SR POINTER 
Files 

On 7 Decembe_:J;_l9_93, this office coordinated 
of DO/IMS, on Ci:?.ill~ in reference to the H~LiiKmU:...~~......,j.l 

~e=am:'fy Support Files/SR POINTER Files. I asked 
his office had any problems with. our office destraying'El'i:ese 
files as they were within .our guidelines for destruct 
res onded by saying that they had retired their files in_1991 and 
~~ld~,ave to look into it further. On 8 December 1993, 

alled to say that his office, DO/IMS, had no pro re ·with 
~-s~-~~~r-oying our support files to their HT LINGUAL project as 
they'destroyed their files in the late 1980's. The few files 
they retired: in 1991 were on the Administrative and Policy issues 
of -.HT LINGUAL. 

2. Since the DO no longer has a need for the information 
in these files (list is attached) and has essentially approved 
their destruction, we have supplied to you copies of our own 
Security Records Control Schedule which verifies that these files 
meet destruction criteria. As you can see though, by the comment 
on the SR POINTER Files, we need to be sure there i~ no 
litigation open before we destroy. 

3. In light of paragraph 2, our office now awaits OGC 
approval. Your coordination with ·oGc in this effort is greatly 
appreciated. Please note,·destruction of these files include the 
SR POINTER name index which is currently utilized by this office 
for the Freedom Of Information Act (FOIA) and Privacy Act (PA) 
cases. Destruction of this index will aid in decreasing 
unnecessary review and research on part of FOIA and PA. 

Distributio ··--------~~~~ 
Original 
cc 

Informafion Review Team 

CLBY ~ 
DECL OADR 
.DRV FM SEC 13-87 

SECRET 
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I. 

)fill liM! I' t•it•rP1111 '"'" lli'i t IIlii f lfl"4'• 

EMPORARY. Destroy 5 years after 
toff. Cut off at end of each 
lendar year, hold in current files 

rea for 2 years, transfer to AARC for 
years, t'hen destroy. 

Destroy when superseded 
, or no longer needed. 

RY. Destroy 3 years after 
f. Cut off when backstop 

rangement is terminated, hold in 
nt files area for 3 years, then 

TEMPORARY. Destroy 3 years after 
cutoff. Cut off at termination of 

ject, hold in current files area 
1 year, transfer to AARC for 

2 years, then destroy. 

35 
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FILES IDrNTIFICATION 

SPB::IAL ~ MATERIAL 

Record coPies of reports pertaining to 
the SRPOINTER Project.. (Discontinued) • 

-----,.;,....;...;..,..._;.....__~-····· .• 

DISPOSITION INSTRUCTIONS 

Ten'porary. Hold in current file 
area until litigation concluded then 
destroy. 

) i 
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Security &uppo~t Files-for HT LI~GUAL / SR POINTER Files 

MaiT ram 

99358 PROJECT CHAPERON 
OS-PROJECT POINTER 
PROJECT SETTER ·srn 159144 
PROJECT SETTER 
SRINDIAN SFN 507356 
PROJECT SRINDIAN 
SR POINTER/REDSKIN 
SR POINTER 
PROJECT SR POINTER 
PROJECT SR POINTER Cuban Watch List 

••.• -.1 ·: ·: 

SR POINTER/HT LINGUAL Material Duplicated from CI Staff· 
Report JAN 29 75 
Draft Memorandum on Background-of SR POINTER Prepared 
23DEC74 
OS Personnel Directly and Indirectly Involved with SR 
POINTER 
WESTPOINTER SFN 583870 
PROJECT WESTPOINTER 
SSD Mail Cover 
U.S. Post Office Liaison 
File with no name related to Mail 
SR POINTER INDEX 
VOL 1 SFN 93466 SR POINTER GENERAL 
VOL 2 SFN 93466 SR POINTER GENERAL 
VOL 3 Record of BANJOES Received 
VOL 4 PROJECT HT LINGUAL Clearance #90079 29NOV56-29NOV63 
VOL 5 SR POINTER General Admin and Policy April 63 
VOL 6 Original SR POINTER Documents 
VOL 7 Documents Reviewed by OGC 
VOL 8 SR POINTER SFN 119l44 n o JO 
VOL 9 PROJECT SR POINTER Admin 11JUN52-5FEB58 #77826 
VOL 10 HT LINGUAL Statistics SF.N 119144 
VOL 11 SR POINTER GENERAL SFN 93466 
VOL 12 PROJECT Outline and Cronology #77826 
VOL 13 Record of BANJOES Received (VOL 6) 
VOL 14 SR POINTER Statistics JAN68-MAR70 
VOL 15 SR POINTER 
VOL 16 SR POINTER GENERAL File Admin_ and Policy 18JAN62-
29MAR63 
VOL 17 SR POINTER 13MAR70 #90079 
VOL 18 SR POINTER GENERAL File Admin and Ploicy 27JUL54-
19DEC61 
VOL 19 PROJECT HT LINGUAL #90079 1FEB56-2SEP58 Memos to CI 
Staff 
VOL 20 PROJECT HT LINGUAL #90079 9SEP58-15AUG60 Memos to CI 
Staff 

' ' 

l ' 
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Security Support Files for HT LINGUAL / SR POINTER Files 

\TQL 21 PROJECT HT LINGUAL #9007 9 2'6.L.UG60-6JUN62 Memos to CI 
Sta.ff 
VOL 22 PROJECT HT LINGUAL #90079 25JUN62-25MAR64 Memos to CI 

" Staff 
VOL 23 PROJECT SR POINTER Informant 
BANJO File 2JUL53-27DEC57 . 
VOL 24 PROJECT SR POINTER Informant 
BANJO File 8JAN58-22DEC58 
VOL 25 PROJECT SR POINTER Informant 
BANJO File 7JAN59-22DEC60 .. 
VOL 26 PROJECT SR POINTER Informant 
BANJO File 3JAN61-27DEC61 
VOL 27 PROJECT SR POINTER Informant 
BANJO File 23JAN63-2MAR64 
VOL 28 PROJECT HT LINGUAL SFN 119144 
VOL 29 PROJECT HT LINGUAL SFN 119144 
VOL 30 PROJECT HT LINGUAL SFN 119144 
VOL 31 FANFOLD Coding System #90079 
VOL 32 Watch List JAN66 , 
VOL 33 #90079 DC Survey 
VOL 34 #94866 Radio Moscow 

BANJO SFN 119144 Special 

BANJO SFN 119144 SpeciaL 

BANJO SFN 119144 Special 

BANJO SFN 119144 Special 

BANJO SFN 119144 Special 

BANJO 25MAR64-23DEC64 
BANJO 4 JAN66-2 9MAR67 
BANJO 30MAR67 

VOL 35 SFN 77826 PROJECT SR POINTER Post Office Department, 
Relations With· 
VOL 36 PROJECT DAYLIGHT SFN 243550 
VOL 37 Review of HT LINGUAL Project Outline 10AUG59 
VOL 38 POINTER 

. -. 

I 
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sa PO:m'l'ER· .. ::tn:fomation . . . . . 

··-HT LINGUAL- A oo. project. :Opening u.s •. -citizen'$ mail :going 
. ·to •other ·countries (mostly soviet_· onion).··._.,.:m.ail incom~ng · -•· · 

:6:-om:.· :other c·cml)tr.ies·· (1·950 '.s) • Most ·mail ·-was <opened. in NY·.· 
.'.Aci.tual .. (:,periing·i:monitoring. of· m~il ~ssigri·ed· ·to OS with 'info· 
<tti.rne·cf. .• over-• to: the . ocr. · · · · · · 

-~: .. ~---
· .. _·:. 

....... _ ·. -· . 

. ~wESTPO_INTER,~· · .Open:i;ng ·mail in . san. ·Fransioo' ·-(also: :kriowif . c;L~- MK · · 
. · :souiu)<)u~HL~; Tatgeted{the· Chines~ ·: · · · · · · · · -· · .-·· • · . · . •. 
: . ·. . . •. :. ': . ~. ":· "; -.. ·- ... ; . . ' ~ : . . : ; . . : . . . : : . . . . . . . . . 

. ... . • < P~OJE_d'i ;. INDIAN':": ··Ta.rgeteci. ·mail 
.:.· . -t·-.~:: ... ::.... . ·. - . -· · ... >: ·.-·~.. ... ·, .. ; ''"\>". . . . 

.. ; . . 

: ... ·. 

;...: ·::: ;.. . . .. . . ~-

. ·.·~ .': 
<.-.·~ . . 

•.; .·,. ·, .. · 
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•' 

.. , __ 
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' 1 CONFIDENTIAL 

06 December 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 
..======;;;;._,) 

Services Team Leader 

FROM: ~--~----=-----~1 Services Team 

SUBJECT: 

REFERENCE: 

Transfer of POINTER and related files 

Memorandum, dated 23 Nove.~~~~~~~~ 
f~e_o_n_ard~Kai>J~!l) (c/IRT) to ( OGC) ~--J .___ _____ __, 

1. On 30 November 1993, Investigations and Services Branch 
· (I&SB) received a copy of an Office of General Counsel C) 
memorandum, dated 23 November 1993, wherei 
advised that it would be prudent for I&SB t6-~ccr.~~~~~ 
below list of files to the Information Review Team (IRT). 

2 o In accordance with this memorandum, I &SB (3564) . 
~_-t_a~f~~~) transfe~~~~L1~~~list of file~-=--=n~-~0~6~------~ 
December 1993, to (C/IRT) via 
<G20 st:a-:fforct) . ~-..,..,....,.----.............1 

--. --- - - -- -1 

3. Therefore, as of 06 December 1993, I&SB considers 
itself absolved of the responsibility as custodian of the 
files. Conversely, as of 06 December, IRT assumes the 
responsibility as custodian of the files. 

FILES TRANSFERRED FROM OS/I&SB TO OS/IRT: 

1. HT LINGUAL {BANJO) ..................... o.. 0119144 
2. WESTPOINTER . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • . . • . • . . . 0583870 
3~ ............. No case number visible 
4. . . . . . . . . . . . . No .case number visible 
5. PROJECT INDIAN o•o••••o•oo•o•o•• No case·number visible 
(Continued on next page} 

WARNING NOTICE 
INTELLIGENCE SOURCES 
OR METHODS INvOLVED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CL BY Q"IQJiioj 
DECL OADR . 
DERV FRM COV 1-82 
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(Continued) 

6. HT LINGUAL ••.•••••••••••...•.•......... -~e: •• 0090079 
7. SR POINTER/OS PERSONNEL •••••• No case number visible 
8. HT LINGUAL •••• : ..•.••••••••.••••....•....•..• 009007 9 
9. PROJECT HT LINGUAL ························~o0090079 
10. HT. LINGUAL •• o •• o. o •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0090079. 
11. SR.POINTER ••••••••••••.•• · ••••••••••••.••••••• 0077826 
12. SR POINTER ~-······••o•o•••••o•••••o•••ooo•••0093466 
13. SR POINTER (BANJO) ••••oo••••••••••••o••••oo.0119144 
14. SR POINTER (BANJO) o•••••••··················0119144 
15. WATCH LIST ••••••••••••••••• No case number visible 
16. HT LINGUAL • o. o •• o •••••••• ~ •• o •••••• o .••••••• 0119144 
17. DC SURVEY .••••••••••.•••••••••••••.••• ~ .•••• 009007 9 
18. PROJECT DAYLIGHT ••o•••••••••••••••········~-0243550 
19. SR POINTER (CUBAN WATCHLIST) .No case number visible 
20. HT LINGUAL (BANJO) ••••••..••• '·· ••.•.••...••.• 0119144 
21.. HT LINGUAL •••••••••••••••••• No case number visible 
22. SR POINTER (BANJO) ••• ~ ••••••••••••••.••••••• 0119144 
23. RADIO AMATEURS IN USSR •••••• No case number visible 
24. FANFOLD CODING SYSTEM •••••••••••••••••••••••• 0090079 
25. SR POINTER (MAPS) .••••••••••• No case number visible 

··26. RADIO MOSCOW •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. 0094866 
27. PROJECT CHAPERON •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0099358 
28. SR POINTER ••••••••••••••••••• No case number visible 
29. MAIL INTERCEPT PROGRAM •••••••• No case number visible 
30. SR POINTEk •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0090079 
31. CHRONO/SR POINTER •••.••••••• 0077826 
32. • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0156003 
33. LIAISON •••••.• No case number visible 
34. SSD MAIL COVER ••••••••••••••• No case numb~r visible 
35. PROJECT SETTER ••••••••••••••••••••••.••••••• 01591~4 
36. SR POINTER/REDSKIN ••••••••••. No case number visible 
37. SR POINTER ••••••••••••••••••• No case number visible 
38. OS PROJECT POINTER ••••••••••• No case number visible 
39. RECORD OF BANJOES •••••••••••• No case number visible 
40. SR POINTER/HT LINGUAL •••••••• No case number visible 
·41. SR POINTER ••••••••••••••••••• No case number visible 
42. HT LINGUAL •.•••••••••• ~ •••••• No case number visible 
43. SR POINTER ••••••••• o •••• o. o •••••••.••.•••.•• 0090079 
44. ORIGINAL SR POINTER •••••••••• No case ~umber visible 
45. SR POINTER/BANJO o ................ .: . · .. · .•.••••• 0119144 
46. SR POINTER/BANJO .•..•••.•.• · ••••.•. · .••.••••.• 0119144 
47. SR POINTER/BANJO •••••••••••.••.........•.•.• 0119144 
48. HT LINGUAL ................•...•............•.. 0119144 
49. SR POINTER .....•....••.•••... No case number visible 

(Continued) 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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50. PROJECT HT LINGUAL .•...••••••.•••..••••.•... 0090079 
51. PROJECT SR POINTER •.....••.•••••...••.•..••• 0077826 
52. SR POINTER ..•.•..•.....•••••.. • •••••••••••.. 0093466 
S3. SR POINTER ••••••. ~········~·················0093466 
54. SR POINTER •••...•.•.••••••••• No case number visible 

. 55. . •• ·• •••.•• • No case number visible 
56. . •.• · ...•. • NO case number visible 
57. . ........••• • No case number visible 
58. STOLEN AGENCY CREDENTIAL •••••• No case number visible 
59~ SR POINTER ....•••...••..••••••••.••.•• ~ .•..• 0090079 

osti&SB 

.. 

(C) 

CONFIDENTIAL 



.·INTERNAL CO:IIo.Tillll'ft..,.,.,....."., USE ONLY nrJIJII'Jiilfl"'a.ll.fto.I'J • 

·· ROU11NG AND RECORD SHEET 

OF SRPOINTER FILES FROM @04 STAFFORD /TO @£STAFFORD] . 

· 1. OS Legal Advisor 

2. 

3. 

6. 

~~----------~~--~----+-----+-~~(~~'{ 
8. ~-~·~~'- .. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14.Please call when 
signed~ Thank you. 

15. 

FORM 610 USE PREVIOOS - .··~ 

~ •. 

INTERNAL 
USE ONLY 

SECRET 
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23November 1993 

- MEMORANDUM ·FOR: 

FROM: 
, In Team 

Office of 

.·SUBJECT: Removal of SRPOINTER Files from (3s04 j 
~taffor~(I&SB) ·to E~sta£fur_a7(IRT) .· 

. 1. ·Per a te·lephonic conversation· with of 
the OS/I~vestigations and Services Branch (I&SB), t s .memo 
-will formally request. a transfer/relocation of the noted 
SR.I>OINTER files to OS/Information Review Team ( IRT) • · · 

r===~~M~l-~is currently . holding th~ SRPOINTER files as 
formerly an I&SB. Security Officer, .served as 

'---t:mRJS"~me-ren~.........aLS.....~al.L for his· historical perspectives 
of the.files. 
informally agreee~Eliat~RT 
holder of the files. 

s since retired and it has been 
will serve as the focal point 

3. A formal transfer will serve to alleviate I&SB's 
role as an "intermediary" in the occasional to frequent use 
of the SRPOINTERfiles for IRT's formal responses to Freedom 

·of Information and Privacy Act requests. _Additionally, as 
IRT serves as.the focal point for other pUblic and Agency 

- ·requests, it is necessary to reference these files. 

4 • .Your concurrence is required 
.. · instructions for a formal move of the 
. ~Stafford(to e2o Staffor3?. 

Concurrence: 

WARNING NOTICE 
INTELLIGENCE SOURCES 
OR METHODS INVOLVED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

per C/I&SB 
SRPOINTER files from 

CL BY~il25 
DECL OADR 
DERV FRM COV 1-82 
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. · ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET 

SUBJECT (Optional) 

Request No. CIA-16 from JFK Board 

FROM 

Review Group/CSI 
@Q-IPB) 

TO (Officer designation, room, &nd building) 

1. John.Pereira, CIHRG 
{2e2o 1e_e_! 

2. 

1 J 
(1S12 Staffo~ 

4. 

~ [2E20 IPBJ 
6. 

7. 

8. 

9. -=- .. -- -

10. 

' 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. --=-""""".-

FORM 610 (EF) 
1-92 

USE 

EDITIONS 

Extension NO. 

CSI97-210 
DATE 

@f825J 9 May 1997 

DATE 
1------'-'-F---; OFFICIAL'S COMMENTS (Number each comment to show from whom 

INilllllS to whom. Draw a fine across column after each comment.) 

ADMINISTRATIVE - INTERNAL 
USE ONLY 
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ADMINISTRATIVE - ·INTERNAL USE ONLY 

CSI 97-210 
9 May 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Information Management Branch 
Office of Personnel Security 

VIA: Chief, Historical Review Group 
Center for the Study of Intelligence 

FROM: J. Barry Harrelson 
Historical Review Group 
Center for the Study of Intelligence 

SUBJECT: Request No. CIA-16 from JFK Board 

REFERENCE: A. Memo for C/IMB, dtd 27 Feb. 97, 
Same Subject 

B. Memo for DA/DO IROs (CSI 97-062), 
dtd 31 Jan 97 

The following actions need to be taken to complete the 
Agency's response to the JFK Board's Regyest for Additional 
Information and Records No. CIA-16 (Oswald Pre-Assassination 
Files): 

a. Response to Request: CIA has to provide an official 
response that will become a part of the public record. The 
response should be a releasable version of your memorandum of 
27 February 1997; according to the classification markings, most 
of the text is unclassified. I recommend that you send me an 
annoi!at:·ed copy indicating what can be released. I will prepare 
the response and coordinate it with you. Also please review the 
attachments to the memorandum for possible release. The JFK 
Board may consider documentation of the destruction of 
potentially relevant files as assassination records .. HRG will 
handle any additional coordination (OGC, DO, etc.) required. 

b. Transfer of Oswald's OS File(#0351164l: The original 
Office of Security subject file on Oswald currently held by the 
Office of Personnel Security should be transferred to the 
Historical Review Group. The file will be incorporated into the 
Agency's JFK Assassination Collection and reviewed for release 
under the JFK Act of 1992. Most documents in this file will 
probably be duplicates of documents in the HSCA sequestered 
mat 'V.. held by HRG, however, under the JFK law all "Oswald" 
fil Ste considered assassination records. The ARRB staff has 
asked for access to the file when practical. 

ADMINISTRATIVE - INTERNAL USE ONLY 
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SUBJECT: Request No. CIA-16 from JFK Board 

-c7 Defectors File (#0341008): The ARRB staff has requested 
access·to the parts of the Defector File that contain the Oswald 
documents, items a-f, listed in your 27 February memorandum. 
{We were unable to locate documents "e" and "f" in the HSCA 
sequestered collection.) Assassination- and Oswald-related 
documents in this file will most likely be declared assassination 
records. HRG will handle any third Agency coordination required. 

Please let me know when it will be possible to give the ARRB 
staff access to the files. The access is considered for back­
ground purposes only, and any notes taken will be reviewed by 
your staff and HRG. If a file is considered sensitive, access 
can be restricted to one ARRB staff member and monitored by your 
staff. The review can take place either at your office or in 
HRG. If you any questions, please give me a call, secure 31825. 

-~-

' 

---.,.. -

ADMINISTRATIVE - INTERNAL USE ONLY 
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• ADMINISTRATIVE ·- INTERNAL USE ONLY 

SUBJECT: Request No. CIA-16 from JFK Board 

DC'i/€SI/HRG/JBHarrelson;bas/xi31806)(9 May 97) .. ..:.. '---- ---------

g:hrg/req#160S.doc 

Distribution: 

Original - Addressee 
1 C/IP&CRD 
1 , OGC 
1 -~lnrn~-----~~ 
1 - B. Harrelson 
1 - HRG File 

~- -

3 

ADMINISTRATIVE - INTERNAL USE ONLY 
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5 June 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Review of OS Records on LHO and Defectors 

FROM: Gary M. Breneman, IC 

1. Over the course of three half days, 29 May, 2 and 4 
June, 1997 ARRB Staff member Michelle Combs reviewed the 
Office of Security files on Lee Harvey Oswald and a multi­
volume file collection entitled "Defectors." These were 
made available in OS offices in 
Stafford BuildinN~.===---------------~ 

2. At the request of OS, the undersigned was present 
during the review. Mrs. Combs took notes of items of 
interest tickies on a number of documents. 
She advised hat she (Mrs. Combs) would write a 
memorandum o d done and pass it to Mr. Gunn. 
Further, she advised that Mr. Gunn might want review the 
files personally. 

3. stated she would keep these files 
segregat r office for quick retrieval if we 
wanted to see them again. 

Gary 
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27 October 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

FROM: 
~~~~Jnil:c~~~~Management Branch 

Office of Personn~l Security 

SUBJECT: 
i 

OSWALD 1 LEE HARVEY:. 
AIN: 0351164 

1. The Office of Personnel Security was tasked on 31 
January 1997 by the Historical Review Group/Center fdr the Study 

. of Intelligence(HRG/CSI), via ~he Directorate of 
Administrationiinformation ~eview Office, with researching pre­
assassination files on Lee Harvey Oswald. The tasking was_, 
generated by the John F. Kenne_gv .. ~"'eratli'-·-~-~~-ire to review and 
decl.assify relevant mi".t.erial. The results of this review were. 
forwarded to th~ nRG/CSI·on 27 February 1997. 

. . 2.. During t.he Informa·:ion Management Branch's 
(IMB)research in response to :he.above tasking it was noted that 
Volume V of the Oswald files 'ras not on the shelf where Volumes 
I-rv and VI-VII were located. A search of the entire area where 
the volumes had been maintaine'ti failed to locate Volume V. The 
IMB Files Section was subseque~tly charged with conducting an 
all out search for the missing '•volume. The search failed to find 
Volume v. 

3. In July 1997, the Os~ald fil.es were reviewed page by 
page prior to being turned over to.HRG/CSI and another attempt 
was made to locate VolUme V or ~o locate persons who might know 
what happened to it. Volume V ·wc:s.s not located nor were any 
persons located who were knowleQgeable of its status. 

4. During the complete r~view of the Oswald files no 
"time gap was apparent and no one was located who could recall 
ever seeing Volume V. This would suggest that either Volume V 
had been consolidated into other ".rolumes or that Volume V never 
existed, but that a numbering err~r resulted in what should have 
been Volume V being labeled as Vol.ume· VI. The use of Roman 
numerals on the cover of the volumes might have caused this 
error to occur. 

·· . 
.... 
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Central Intelligence Agency 

WasbiDgton, D.C. 20505 

24 December 1997 

Dr. T. Jeremy Gunn 
Executive Director 

Assassination Records Review Board 
600 E. Street, N.W. (2nd Floor) ..... . .• 
Washington, D.C. 20530 Fw:.._. -· ·- --- -~· 

Dear Dr. Gunn: c 
~!~ ..... ,; 

Re: Request for Additional Information and Records 
No. CIA-16 (Oswald Pre-Assassination Files) and 
No. CIA-IR-24 (Defector File) 

This is a partial response to the ARRB's referent 
request for pre-assassination files this Agency may have had 
on Lee Harvey Oswald. It is believed the following comments 
and two enclosed documents fully respond to the Office of 
Security questions. The DO response is pending. 

1. At Tab A is a 22 December 1997 memorandum 
containing information from the Agency's Office of Personnel 
Security which provides details about the files it had on 
Oswald prior to the assassination plus when and why they 
were created. These include the Office of Security file on 
Oswald, a general file on Americans who had defected to 
another country and information about HTLINGUAL files. 

2. Also enclosed at Tab B is a 27 October 1977 
memorandum from the Office of Personal Security which 
explains the numbering of that Office's file on Oswald. In 
particular, it explains why the "missing" volume V may never 
have existed. 

3. An ARRB staff member has reviewed the Oswald 
Security file and the file on American defectors. 

4. The Oswald Office of Personnel Security file and 
those pages of the defector file deemed relevant by the ARRB 
staff member have been forwarded to HRG for review and will 
be processed according to current release guidelines. 

If you have any questions about this response, please 
advise. 

Sincerely,. 

J. Barry Harrelson 
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22 December 1997 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

1. Pursuant to ARRB "Resquet No. CIA-16,the Office of 
Personnel Security conducted research for and existing pre­
assassination files on Lee Harvey Oswald. The following 
responses are provided to those questions .which pertain to 
the Office of Personnel Security (OPS). These responses are 
the best reasonable answers based on available information. 
Please note OPS was known as the Office of Security prior to 
1 October 1994. 

h 

Question 1: Please identify, as specifically as 
possible, each file held by CIA on Oswald at the time 
of the assassination of President Kennedy. 

Response: At the time of the assassination, the Office 
of Security (OS) held two files which contained information 
on Lee Harvey Oswald. One file entitled "Defectors File" 
(#0341008), contained a reference to Lee Harvey Oswald, and· 
the second file was Office of Security subject file on Lee 
Harvey Oswald (#0351164). This information was reflected in 
the automated security database known as the Management Data 
Program/Personnel Security (MDP/PS). These files were 
originally miscellaneous files which were converted to the 
above numbe.rs circa 1964. A hand search was also conducted 
of microfiche records which were superseded by the automated 
system. This hand search produced the same results as the 
automated search of MDP/PS. 

2. Within the ARRB request is specific mention of an 
HTLINGUAL file. MDP/PS reflects OS maintained four official 
files under this project--#0077826 (an administrative file), 
#0090079, #0093466 (a general file), and #0119144. All of 
the HTLINGUAL files were destroyed on 8 April 1994 along 
with numerous soft files. Since _this material has been 
destroyed, OPS cannot definitively state whether these files 
contained any information on Lee Harvey Oswald. The search 
of Oswald's name did not produce an index reterence to any 
of these files. Attached is all of the available 
information regarding the destruction of the HTLINGUAL 
files. This information was retrieved from the Information 
Management Branch/Records Control Section and from a review 
of general office administrative files. 
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Question 2: For other than the 201-289248 file on 
Oswald, please explain when each Oswald file was opened, the 
purpose for the. opening of the file, and the documents that 
were in the file at the time of the assassination. 

Response: As noted above, all HTLINGUAL files have been 
destroyed. Since OS files are usually set up in 
chronological sequence, a search of files with numbers in 
close proximity to those recorded for HTLINGUAL was 
undertaken. This search revealed the approximate opening 
dates for the four official HTLINGUAL files as: 

#0077826 
#0090079 
#0093466 
#0119144 

Opened approximately July 1952 
Opened approximately February 1953 
Opened approximately July 1953 
Opened approximately May 1955 

3. HTLINGUAL was a Directorate of Operations project 
involving the opening incoming and outgoing mail destined to 
and from the Soviet Union, China, Pakistan, and South 
America. In the Office of Security this project was known 
as SRPOINTER with subprojects identified as WESTPOINTER, 
INDIAN, BANJO, and SETTER. The Office of Security actually 
conducted the opening and monitoring of mail with the 
acquired information being referred to the Directorate of 
Operations. 

4. The Defectors File (#0341008) was established circa 
1950 for the purpose of recording information on US citizens 
defecting to other countries and information regarding 
foreign nationals considering defection to the United States. 
This file contained information was from press clippings, 
Directorate of Operations reporting, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, the Department of State, and the various armed 
services. The pre-assassination documents located in this 
file relative to Lee Harvey Oswald are: 

a. Washington Star press clipping of 26 November 1959 
entitled "U.S. Defector to Reds Turned to Marx at 
15" 

b. Department of State memorandum dated 25 October 
1960 with attached list of American "defectors" 
from May 1959 to October 1960 

c. Memorandum for Chief/Security Research Staff dated 
31 October 1960 from M. D. Stevens, subject: 
American Defectors 

2 
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d. Memorandum for Deputy Director of Security dated 
1 November 1960 from M. D. Stevens, subject: 
American Defectors 

e. Handwritten chart of defectors dated 26 August 
1961 

f. Defector-outline prepared in October 1961 listing 
known defectors to the USSR, Red China, Cuba, and 
United Arab Republic. 

5. The index reference to the Defectors File 
identifies a list dated 13 September 1966 which was known as 
the Defector Machine Listing. This listing was a computer 
printout of defectors and provided limited biographic data 
on each name. This listing was maintained separately from 
the actual Defectors File; notations within the Defectors 
File show the Defector Machine Listing as permanently 
charged to the Security Analysis Group of the Office of 
Security. Efforts to locate this listing or determine its 
disposition have been unsuccessful. 

6. Information regarding the purpose of ··the- Defectors 
File was gleaned from a quick review of selected holdings. 
An employee of this Office was, recalls the Defector Machine 
Listing as being approximately one and one-half inches thick 
and in two parts. One part consisted of an alphabetical , 
index of defector names with assigned numbers. The second 
part listed the assigned numbers in_numerical order and 
contained the limited biographic data on each name. 

7. The subject file pertaining to Lee Harvey Oswald 
(#0351164) was established circa 1960. It appears this file 
was created as a separate repository for the numerous press 
clippings and reports received from other government 
agencies on the defection of Lee Harvey Oswald to the USSR 
and his activities following his return to the'United 
States. The first volume of this file appears to have been 
preserved as the pre-assassination file, and the documents 
contained in this file are as follows: ~ 

a. Department of State telegram #1304 from Moscow 
dated 31 October 1959 

b. The Washington Post press clipping dated 
1 November 1959 entitled "Ex-Marine Asks Soviet 
Citizenship" 

3 
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c. Department of State Dispatch #234 from Moscow 
dated 2 November 1959 

d. Department of State telegram #1448 from Tokyo 
dated 9 November 1959 

e. Department of State telegram #1358 from Moscow 
dated 9 November 1959 

f. The Washington Post press clipping dated 16 
November 1959 entitled "Rebuffed" 

g. Evening· Star press clipping dated 26 November 
1959 entitled "U.S. Defector to Reds Turned to 
Marx at 15" 

h. Repo~t Summary prepared by Soviet Russia Division 
forwarded to Office of Security in March 1960 

i. Department of State Instruction A-273 dated 
13 April 1961 

j. Department of State Dispatch from Moscow dated 
May 1961 with enclosure of Oswald letter 

k. Federal Bureau of Investigation report dated 
3 July 1961 from Dallas, Texas 

1. Note to CI/SI dated 28 September 1961 

m. Form 745 "Indices Search Request" dated 
12 October 1961 

n. Department of State Dispatch #317 from Moscow 
dated 12 October 1961 with enclosure 

o. Form G-135a Immigration and Naturalization 
Service name check form to Central Intelligence 
Agency dated 5 December 1961 

p. Navy Department message to Moscow dated 
3 March 1962 

q. Department of the Navy memorandum to the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation dated 26 April 1962 with 
enclosure 

r. The Washington Post press clipping dated 
9 June 1962 entitled "Third American in 2 Months 
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Leaves Soviet 'Home'" 

s. Federal Bureau of Investigation transmittal 
of report from Dallas, Texas, dated 30 August 
1962. 

....... · 

8. In addition to those documents listed above, the 
following documents were located in a subsequent.volume of 
the Oswald file and also appear to predate the assassination 
of President Kennedy. 

t. Undated summary of file information on Lee 
Harvey Oswald 

u. Incoming cable #83858 from Mexico City dated 
20 July 1963 (no mention of Oswald) 

v. Incoming cable #01325 from Mexico City dated 
17 August 1963 (no mention of Oswald) 

w. Incoming cable #36017 from Mexico City dated 
9 October 1963 

x. Outgoing cable #74830 to Mexico City dated 
10 October 1963 

y. Incoming cable #47041 from Mexico City dated 
24 October 1963 (no mention of Oswald) . 

Question 4: To the extent that Counterintelligence 
and the Office of Security maintained pre-assassination 
files on Oswald, please explain why those offices 
maintained files on Oswald prior to the assassination. 
In answering this question, please make appropriate 
references to the Clandestine Serv1ces Handbook (CSHB) 
and to any other materials (including organizational 
charts) that would help explain the jurisdictional and 
organization reasons for which CI and OS ~ould have 
maintained such files. 

Response: It is believed that OS holdings on.~ee 
Harvey Oswald began in 1959 with his travel to Russia during 
which he renounced his US citizenship. Oswald was in 
contact with the American Embassy in Moscow, and the 
Department of State prepared reports on these contacts. 
Most likely because of counterintelligence concerns, the 
Central Intelligence Agency was included in the distribution 
of these reports. In the beginning this material was 
probably retained in the Defectors File. As the number of 
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documents increased, a separate file was created to be the 
repository of information on the alleged American defector. 
There is a notation in the Defectors File that a separate 
file exists on Oswald. 

9. Both the Defectors File (#0341008) ~nd the file of 
Lee Harvey Oswald (#0351164) were handled by Margueri~e D. 
Stevens of the OS/Security Research Staff during the pre­
assassination time frame. Of the documents listed above, a 
majority of them contain a notation or the initials of 
Marguerite D. Stevens, leading one to believe she was the 
officer responsible for the collection, analysis, and filing 
of this information. 

10. The Security Research Staff (SRS) was the 
component responsible for collecting, developing, and 
evaluating information of a counterintelligence nature to 
detect and/oLprevent penetration of the Agency's 
organization, employees, and activities by foreign or 
domestic organizations or individuals. SRS conducted 
research in connection with employee loyalty cases and 
maintained records identifying personalities, environments, 
and personal traits of individuals who had been of 
counterintelligence interest over the years. SRS maintained 
liaison with various government agencies in connection with 
counterintelligence activities and coordinated the 
counterintelligence effort throughout OS. Using 
organizational charts of this time period, SRS reported 
directly to the office of the Director of Security. 

11. A representataive of the Office of Personnel 
Security /Management Staff was queried regarding the mission 
and functions of SRS during the pre-assassination time 
period. He made inquiries relating to the above request, 
and the OPS/Information Management Officer retrieved retired 
policy records for review. The information on the mission 
and function of SRS was retrieved from the archived Office 
of Security administrative and historical files as well as a 
review of the security file on Marguerite D. Stevens. 
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16 September 1998 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Ms. Laura Denk. 
Executive Director, ARRB 

FROM: J. Barry Harrelson 
JFK Project Officer, HRP/OIM 

SUBJECT: CIA-16, Oswald Pre-Assassination Files 

1. This is further to my letter of 24 December 1997 in 
response to referent request. 

2. That letter, was a partial response which provided 
the Office of Personnel Security's information. The 
Directorate of Operations' (DO) response was still pending. 
The DO response was provided on 2 September 1998 and it is 
attached. 

3. Please note that both responses are contained in the 
Agency's Compliance Declaration dated 2 September 1998 at 
Attachment V(2). 

4. This completes the Agency's action on CIA-16. If 
you have any questions about this matter, please advise. 

Encl. A/S 
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DO Response to Board Request CIA - 16 
Oswald Pre-Assassination Fi1es 

The Directorate of Operations reviewed the DO 
records to determine if there were any additional files 
containing pre-assassination records relating to 
Oswald. Research identified a document in the Oswald 
201 which appeared to be a file inventory. The 
document identified CI Staff as the file custodian. 
CIC has confirmed that all CI.Staff holdings were 
in~orporated into the 201. 

Prior to establishing a 201, any.docum.ents received 
would .have been placed in an operational interest file. 
We found no reference to the existence of an 
operational file. If such a file had existed, however, 
it might not have been registered in the central ipdex. 
It was standard procedures that upon opening a 201, the 
documents from an interest file would be transferred to 
the 201. 

Given that Oswald was a subject of the HTLINGUAL 
operation, it is reasonable to believe that there was a 
file on him. We destroyed all of the ~LINGUAL files 
under court order, and no record was made of what files 
existed. We did not review all of the DO record system 
to· destroy all copies of material which may have been 
derived from HTLINGUAL material. We know, for 
instance, that there are HTLINGUAL items related to 
Oswald in the HSCA sequeste~ed collection 

In sum, the 201 on Oswald contains all the 
information we are aware of that we had prior to the 
assassination·. 




