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David Marwell 
Executive Director 

.I 

Assassination Records Review Board 
600 E Street, NW 2nd Floor 
Washington, DC 20530 

Dear Mr. Marwell: 

United States Department of State / 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

April 8, 1997 

Enclosed is the diplomatic note received from the Mexican 
government, dated March 12, 1997, which responds to the ARRB's 
request for any additional documents that the Mexican ··-
government might have relating to the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy. Th~ Embassy evidently submitted the 
request to the Mexican government on June 13, 1996, but·aid not 
report the action through telegraphic channels. The reference 
in the telegram is to our recent query. 

The Mexican government note conveys copies of the 
diplomatic notes exchanged between Mexico and the United states 
in 1963-1964 regarding the initial u.s. request for Mexican 
documents relevant to the investigation into Lee Harvey 
oswald's visit to Mexico in the fall of 1963. Most of these 
notes were published in volume XVIII of the Warren Commission 
Report. They also duplicate copies of the same correspondence 
found .in Legal Adviser's and Mexico City post files that are 
included in state's collection at NARA. I have stamped 
enclosed copies of pages bearing "confidential" classification 
markings. I am also enclosing a copy of Mexico City telegram 

v 3078 of March 31. · 

According to my rec.ords, we have now received responses 
from all posts contacted through the A bureau. Minsk remains 
ongoing. Final responses have been received from Bonn, Paris, 
London, Moscow, and now.Mexico City. Interim ·responses have 
been received from from· Tokyo and ottawa. As it has been some 
tim·e since Tokyo reported. that the Japanese government would be 
searching for documents, the ARRB might wish to prepare a 
followup cable. · 

Attachments: 
·As indicated. 

., 

Nina J. Noring 
Department of State Liaison 
JFK Assassination Records 

Collection Act · 
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September 5, 1997 

BY COURIER 

Mr. John Pereira 
Director 
Historical Review Group 
Center for the Study of Intelligence 
Central Intelligence Agency · 
Washington, DC 20505 

SECRET 

Assassination Records Review Board 
600 E Street NW • 2nd Floor • Washington, DC 20530 

(202} 724-0088 • Fax: (202) 724-0457 

Re: Request to CIA to contac regarding LIENVOY intercepts of 
Oswald telephone calls in Mexico City 

Some time ago the Review Board requested informally that CIA .... v ... ,LLa'-..,___=~--' 
Mexico City for information related to Lee Harvey Oswald. During your 

recent visit here we discussed with you the feasibility of your making such contacts. I 
am writing in response to your request that we memorialize our request and provide 
some ba,.ckground information. 

The Review Board believes that all reasonable steps should be taken to account for all 
telephonic intercepts of Oswald · · · to Mexico City in September-October 
1963. There is evidence 
na,med LIENVOY@~ - --===-=-==~ 
believe that it would be appropriate for CIA 

inquire as to whether the Mexican authorities reta ie<fOop1es:ofTirB'TVO 
telephonic take, specifically the actual recordings of Oswald's telephone calls to the 
Soviet Embassy during the period of September 27 through October 3, 1963. 

The Review Board previously has sought information from the Mexican Government 
through appropriate diplomatic channels. For reasons that are obvious to those 
familiar with Mexico City issues, the Review Board could not raise with Mexican 
officials nor with the U.S. State Department the possible existence of additional tape 
recordings that might be in the hands of certain officials. Thus, at the behest of the 
Review Board, the Department of State requested that the Mexican federal government 
and local government agencies conduct general searches of their files for records 
related to the assassination of President Kennedy. The Mexican government responded 

SECRET 

BoARD MEMBERS: John R. Tunheim, Chair • Henry F. Graff· Kermit L. Hall • William L. Joyce • Anna K. Nelson 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: David G. Marwe/1 
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Mr. John Pereira 
September 5, 1997 
Page2 

SECRET 

by sending copies of the same documentation and correspondence that the GOM had 
made available to the Warren Commission in 1964. 

The basis for our interest in your contacting ~~~~!Q.c~~is found in 
CIA document 104-10004-10199, which was reviewed by the Board on September 19, 
1995. On page 5 of this document (not including the cover sheet) information that the 
Board agreed to protect, due to the sensitivity of sources and methods involved, 
suggests that the M~xican security forces may have had their own copy of the October 1 
intercept on Lee Harvey Oswald. It is unclear whether this statement refers to the 
transcript or to an actual tape containing the phone call. Nevertheless, it provides 
enough evidence to warrant additional inquiries on this matter. 

For your reference we are enclosing copies of the reference documents as well as copies 
of the correspondence between the DOS and the Mexican government. 

We would appreciate your contactingffpr<:_?pnate offic[~to determine what 
reasonably can be known about this an'a!elated matters, and ask that you provide a 
response to this request by November 14, 1997. We are fully aware of the sensitivity of 
this type of request and do not wish to take any action that would compromise existing 
intelligence operations~ If necessary, we would be pleased to-discuss with you ways in 
which we might further elaborate on this request, including person-to-person 
discussions with appropriate officials either here or in Mexico . 

...... 
Thank you for your continued assistance and cooperation. 

Sincerely yours, 

T. Jeremy Gunn 
General Counsel and Associate Director 
for Research and Analysis 

cc: J. Barry Harrelson, HRG 

Enclosures 

SECRET 
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Assassination Records Review Board 

Final Determination Notification 
----.------~----------------------------------------------------------------

AGENCY CIA 
RECORD NUMBER 104-10004-10199 
RECORD SERJ:ES • JFK 

AGENCY FILE NUMBER 201-28924.8 

OSWlO:VlOB 1993.06.14.15:36:06:060000= 

September 19, 1995 
. . . . 

Status of Document:·· ·.·· · = :·:Pc)stporied in Part 

Number of releases of previously postponed Information: 16 · · 
Reason for aoard Ad:i.on: . The ReView Board'!i! decision was premised an several factors including: (a) the 
signifieant histol.'icill h\terEStht.~ doewneht in question; (b) the-absence of eVidence that the release of 
tlie information woUld ~~~:t(; .. the United States or to any b:tdiv.idual. · · . · · · · • .· · ·· · 

. · .. :· .... ·-. .-~,~~_:::·;::·\,::~::,~~;_.i;·.~·~?.~j ~:.~:·.! ...: ... :. .• -.. -.g.".;.·.- • . ... 

Number of Postpone~~ril$: 6 · . 
. · . . .· . ·. 

Postponement# 1 (Page_RS): ...•. · · 
. ··:;: ... _ ... : :. ""~ 

Reason for Board .AdiOil!$~~ iQ reckcted because it reveals the identity of arl. in~ agent that 
properly may be withheld Uf!.det.~n 6(1){A) of the )FK Act. The Board is awaiting additional 
evidence from the~ ·at.w.hicll time it will reconsi4er the postponement. · 

Substitute Language: See ~ent 

Date of Next Review: 12/1995 

Postponement# 2·(PageRS):, · -
Reason for Board ActiOn:.The te>if: &·redacted because it reveals the identity of an intelligence agent that 
properly may be Withheld~derSectiori 6(1)(A) of the JFK Act. The_Board is a"W'8iting additional. -
eVidence from the erA;· at wl:W::h:timeit Will reconsider the postponement . . . 

·_,:· . 
.. ,· ..... 

Substitute Language: see D~t •... · .. 
. .. . ' ..... · ..... 

Date .of Next Review: 12/1995 

Postponement# 3 ~agel): 

Reason for Board Ad:i.otc Tile text is redacted because it discusses soW"CeS and methods that properly may 
be wi~eld under Section 6(1)(B) of the JFK Act 

-Substi~te Language: None: The redacted information contains no substantive information about the 
assassination of President Kennedy or abo~t Lee Harvey Oswald. 

,~~·· 

Date of Next Review: 2017 
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Postponement# 4 (Page 2): 

Reason for Board Action: The text is redacted because it discusses sources and methods that properly may 
be withheld under Section 6(1)(B) of the JFK Act. · 

Substitute Language: None: The redacted information contains no substantive information about the 
assassination of President Kennedy or about Lee Harvey Oswald. 

Date ·of Next Review: 2017 

Postponement# 5 (Page 5): 

R.eason for Board Action: The text is redacted because it discusses sourees and methodS ~t properly may 
. :. be Withheld under Section 6(1)(8) of the JFK Act ·· · · · • · · · 

Substitute Language: None: 'fhe redacted information references "the 1 October inte.J:a!Pt.on J..ee.Oswald" 
and the possible existence of another copy of ~t "intercept" that was discovered after the ~ti.on. 
The ~cted information contains no. other Substantive informatien about the assassina:W,m. of President 
I<ennedy_or about Lee Harvey Oswald. ·. · ~ . 

. Date of Next Review: 20i7 ·. 

Postponement# 6 (Page 14): 

Reason for Board Action: The text is red.a¥ because it discusses sources and methods. tJ:mt pJ:Operly may 
be withheld under Section 6(1)(B) of the JFK Act · · · · · · · 

Substit_ute Language: None: The redacted information contains no substantive information aboot the 
· · assassination of President Kennedy or about Lee Harvey Oswald. . 

·Date of NE!X~ Review: 2017 

Board RevleW'Completed: 081031'95 ·-
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OUTGOING 
TElEGRAM 
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ORIGIN A·RO 

INFO lDG-98 ARA-BH OASV-SB DIM·BD DIMT-811 DS-SS 
1111'1&·91 TEDE-118 L-1111 IIDS-11.9 1'1~118. DIS·SI 
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DRAFTED BY: AI 1111 I S/FPCIPPA : ftPGRAFELD 
APPR0\/£0 BY: A: PFKEMNEDY 
ftlii'IIIS:EVIlSDN. A/II!;BGEISEL' AfllltiS/FPC:PSHEILS 
ARAII'IEX: DURS 

----···---------··310610 2ll118Z /li 
R 232181! APR 96 

UNCUS STAtE 884217 

FOR THE AMBASSADOR FRan ASSISTANT SECRETARY EEMNEDY 

E.O. !2558: MIA 
TAGS: Aldf 

SHC~B33 

-liB 

SUBJECT: JOHN L kEIINEDY ASSASSUIATION RECDRDs~·-;- .··.; ·-..;·_··:· ... ·-· 

COLLECTIIlN ACT OF 1992 . 

I. THE ASSASSINATION RECORDS COLLECTioN ACT OF·19S2 
ITHE •ACT"I WAS SIGNED INTO LAW ON OCTOBER 26r 1992. -

TilE ACT ESTABL!SIIEII A PROGESS FOR IIIEPTIFYIHG MD · 
SECURING ALl RECORDS RELATING TO TilE ASSASSIHATIIIN llf 
PRESIDENT KENNEDY AND COLLECTING Tl4£11 111 THE 

PRESIDEilT JOHN F. KENNEDY ASSASSIPIATIOII RECORDS 
COLLECTION AT THE IIATIDNAl ARCHIU[S IN COLLE&£ PARk• 
IIARYLAND. TN£ ACT AlSO ESTABLISHED THE ASSASSINATION 
RECORDS REVIEW BOARD ~RRBJ TO COORDINATE AND OIJERSEE 
THE PROCESS. THE DEPARTI1EHT HJIS BEEII WORKING CLOSELY 
VITH THE ARRB TO ENSURE FllU COI!PllANCE WITH THESE 
RHII.IIREIIEHTS AIID OVER A YEAR AGO PRODUCED ITS 
COI.LECTIOII FOR PUIIUC ACCESS AT THE NAtiONAl ARCHIVES. 

1. TilER£ REI'IAIHS• 110\I£U£R, ONE PROIIISION OF TilE ACT-
FOR WHICII THE SECRETARY !'lUST RELY OM YOUR DFFICE FOR 
IKPLEIIEHTATIOH. THE ACT ENVISIONED AM APPROACH TO 
FOREIGN GO!IERN!IEtiTS tDR AllY RECORDS TIIAT THEY l'llliliT 
POSSESS. SPECIFICALLY• SECTION 101111 111 OF ill£ ACT 
STATES THAT IT IS TRE "SENSE OF CONGRESS .THill TilE 
SECRETARY OF STATE SIIDUlD CONTACT ... dVl FOREIGN · 
l'i!IIIERNMENT TIIAT MY HOlD IIIFORftATIQH RELEIIAIIT TO TRE 
ASSASSINATION AND SEEk DISCLOSURE OF SUCH lllf!IRI'IIITIOII. • 

3. IN ITS CQN!ii!ESSIONAllY MNDATED SEARCH FOR -:-:-_, ;· 
ASSWIHA110ll RECORDS· THE ARRB IIISHES TO DETERIUIIE 
WHETHER THE MEXICAN liOIIERII!IENT OR LOCAl GDIIERHI'IEIIT 
A&ENCIES IN MEXICO MINTAIH RECORDS THAT ARE RELATED TO 
THE ASSASSINATION or PRESIDENT K£NMEDY. TQE ARRB IIOTES 
THAT THE ASSASSIIIATIOH Of PRESIDENT ~ENNEDY ATTRACTED 
THE ATTENTION OF THE WRlll• liND TIIIII TilE RESPOIISE OF 
TRE I'IEXICAII GOUERNI1ENT TO Til£ EUEIIT .WUlll ., --~·. 
IIITEIIEST. . QF,i1£XICAN itiES 
COIICERM INC . . I THill 

,.,. SEPTEIIER/OCTOBER 1953 IIOUlll BE .. ·- . 
. · .. __ ,;,.,,-: 1\ .. 

4. IIIITHOUT BE IIIG AWARE llF TilE STRUCTURE li~D 
ORGANIZAtiON OF PDTEMTIALL¥ RElEVANT REXICAN FILES• THE 
ARRB CANKDT PRDIII!IE S~ECIF 11: CUIDAIICE ON THE 
APPROPRIATE STRATEGY fOR ENSURING A COI'IPREHENSI!IE 
SEARCH. THE ARRB IS ~ILLING TO PROUI ADDITIONAL 
INFORI!ATION THAT IIAV BE REQUIRED. ANY ARCH FOR 
RECORDS SHOULD INClUDE TH[ FOLLDIIING: 

STATE 984217 232186Z 

IAJ ANY AND ALl RECORDS RELATED TO TRE ACTIUI TIES Di 
THE IIEXICAN AUTHORITIES DESCRIBED ltl THE DIPLOIIATIC 
NOTES TO THE U!UTED STATES EI'IBASSY Ill n£XICO CITY FRDI'I 
THE !IEXICM S£CRETAmT or FIJJIEICN RElATIONS NO. mm 
DATED I'IAY JS, 1964• AIID 1110. SIISSBl DATED JUNE 9, mt 
THESE ACTIVITIES IKCI.UDE: . 

-·CUISURE DF THE BORDER BY THE DEPAIITIIIIT Of THE 
INTERIOR ON IID!IEIIBER 22• U6li 

··D£PLO'li'IEHT Of TROOPS THAT SME DATE "TO TIGIITEH 
SURVEillANCE IN THE BORDER AREA• £SPECIAlLY AT REYMDS~ 
CIUDAD ft!QUEl Al.£MJI, IIUEVO UIIEDtl' Aim 1'11\ldORDSi" AND 

--IHIIESTICATION Of OSWALD'S TRIP TO nEXICO em Ill 
SEPTEI'IBERfOCTDBER 1963• AIIID ESPECIALLY Of HIS nEANS OF 
ENTERING IIIlO EXHIIIG nEXICO AHO!dfi.S.m!Tfltts~VIfH 
"61LVIII.JIRADO,DURAI!dll,tlfl~E.r.CIJBANJ:OIISUI;ATE'· 

.... ~:~~~;c:~:~~~-oD£iis'~T~~~:;:~,~~}~-~~R'c~ · ·· 
REQUESTS TO IIEXICO FOR IMfORMTIDII dOIIl TilE . 
ASSASSINATION AND TRE HEXICAII RESPONSES TO THOSE 

REIIUESTS. 

ttl ANY AtlD All DOCti?IUTS• STIJIIJES, IIIQUIIIIES DR 
I HVESTIGATIDKS BY I'IEXICAM GIII.IERIII'IENT EIITITIES OF TH£ 
ASSASS Ill AT! ON. ·. 
TAU OTT 

smBJl 

Ill 
Ill 

·Ill .. 
IIIII .. 
1111 
1111 

1111 
1111 

1111 
1111 

1111 
1111 

1111 
·Ill 

II ., . . 
II 
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SECRET 

FROM: John F. Pereira 
Chief, CSI/HRG 

(DRAFT) 

CSI 1997-444 
25 September 1997 

SUBJECT: Priority Request from Chairman, 
JFK Assassination Records Board 

1. {S) The purpose of this memorandum is to advise you of a 
priority request from the Chairman of the JFK Assassination Records 
Review Board {ARRB) . The request concerns records related to Lee 
Harvey Oswald that may be held by the Mexican Government. 

2. (S) At his initiative, I met recently with the ARRB 
Chairman, Judge John Tunheim. He said the reason for the meetin was 
to ask that CIA assist the Board by making inqUiries to 
determine if the Mexican Government has certain records related to 
Oswald's activities in Mexico in late 1963. Of particular interest 
to the Board~~i:s whether ~ne-M_e_x_i<::_C?-:D~ )iave-copfg~ _ q_fla:Pe~'--fro_qi~~j_"o1nt~~:7 

rc:er.::.-tap operations ,7 including coverage of Oswald Is telephone calls 
'-tothe Soviet~EITibass He said that· locating such records is "the 
highest priority oft e Board." (The attached letter from the 
ARRB's General Counsel explains the Board's interest.) 

3. (S) Earlier this year, the Board sought unsuccessfully 
to obtain information about Oswald from the Mexican Government . 
via the State Department. (See attached cable.) Mexico responded 
by providing copies of the same material that had been made 
available to the Warren Commission in 1964. The problem for the 
Board was that, in making the request to Mexico, it did not want 
to reveal information about·· that 
the Board knew of from CIA lng sensl lve e 
Agency's request top ation, Tunheim would like 
the Agency to contact _ ireC:~tT:YJ on the Board's 
behalf. , 

CL BY 6iBS904 7 
CL REASON-T::""S-~(b, c, &d) 
DECL BY X1 
DRV FRM LIA 2-82 
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SECRET 

SUBJECT: Priority Request from Chairman, 
JFK Assassination Records Board 

4. {FOUO) During the meeting with Tunheim, I said that we 
would discuss his request with the appropriate people in the 
Agency. In view of the priority that Tunheim places on this 
matter, I recommend that our JFK Project Leader (Barry Harrelson) 
and I meet with you or other appropriate DO representatives soon 
to discuss possible options for responding to the request. 

Attachments 

John Pereira 

CL BY (Oi~59=Q'L) 
CL REASON 1.5 (b,c,&d) 
DECL BY Xl 
DRV FRM LIA 2-82 
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MEMORAIIIDIJM FOR: 

FROM: 

OFFICE: 

SUBJECT: 

REFERENCE: 

.. 

J. Barry Harrelson 
J FK Project Officer 

CSI/HRG 

SECRET 

JFK Board Request· Mexico City 

CL BY: @IlSW 
CL REASON: Seeton 1.5 d 

DECl OII:X5 

DRY FilM: UA 2-82 

1 December 1997 

Request from ARRB Chairman, Judge Tunheim re Intercepts of Oswald's calls; 
Letter fr Exllir, ARRB, to C/HRG dated Sept 5, 1997 same subject 

I provided copies of the two Oswald telephone intercepts received from the Station to the ARRB staff. The ARRB staff has 
responded with a number of questions for the Station of questions is being faxed to you; please call 
if you have not received it by noon today (Monday). Judge on 15 December and has ask for an update on 
the status of the request. 

Thank you for your assistance with thisrequest; if you have any questions please call me onma~5~ 

Barry 

CC: ·John Pereira @ DCI 

Sent on 1 December 1997 at 10:14:23 AM 

SECRET 
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SECRET 

Barry, 
· These are our questioN to be passed to the COS with ow: thanks. 

1. Can we have the original documents? 
, 

2. Does the date and location appear on the original documents? is there any indication 
as to when and where they were added? 

3. Is there a Spanish version of the transcripts? Can we have it if one exists? 

4. Where were the two transcripts fOWld? What file or box? Who found them? 

5. What else is in the file or box where these two transcripts were found? 

6. Are there any additional files on the assassination or any post assassination 
investigation still in existence? 

'7. Were any files on the assassination or any post assassination investigation 
destroyed under a routine records destruction schedule? 

8. Are there any teltap tape recordings from the era 1960•1963 still in ~tenc:e? 

9. Are there any individualswho were involved in the tel tap, the Sylvia Duran 
interrogation, and/ or any post assassination investigation who could be interviewed 
bythe~B? · 

10. Are there any persons knowledgeable about the filing system arid records 
management both in 1963 and to the present who could be interviewed by the 
ARRB and might have some knowledge of tht: disposition of any teltap 
information, any Syllva Duran interrogation records, and/ or any ~ssassination or 
post assassination records in the archives? 

SECRET 
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OCT 21 '97 22:01 MEXI 

-· ... 

205 ... 

.,.. 

;. 

,.• 

.·, .. ;., ·. ·t.:,;.:(.~~;~~:.~(;:/;.;}:,"'~~i 
I ' 

• • 
•• DCJ -:rou lp:t~1c Ru:u:s:t~:a;? !'o::. ~·!b.'!' <ion' t :v~-;:. :cl:~ -;e ~1=.1 •• 

. I don• t ·know •• /MO takec tb..) ph.e=.o ·end ~--1t i=. ~:oak&::. a-.:s:i::/ 

• 
MO: /in Russicn/.Ple~ac :pQak.KU3~1an. 

MI: l'Jb.c.'t. elao do ·,.au vent'! 

1~0: I wc:s ju:~t now at 701.%!'. :!:.:bossy and th.&J" 'WI)ok :.7 :d~:-es~ 

MI: I know that. 

mr· addrOII~ bGcau~e they have 1~ •• 
o t,• I 

vrc.::r dca • t ycu ·~come • :ag:r.1n :.nc. lo=ve rot::' :44:' c ~: w~ ~:. u.c, ~-: 
. · . . . 

not fa~ from·tn= Cub~ E=b:~s7. 

~·iO: Well, I'll 'be ;b.ere :::."i!;h.t awa7. 

I. fl 

.. 

.. . 
f... . 

MI-.---·-·-· 
28 Septamba- l96S 
Saviet &:-.buq 

. 
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ago and ~pok~ in brokon Ru~:ian/ a,~~k~ ~o c~y-~~cv • 

. :a:ello, th.is ttm OSt~.t.!,D (pho:.:'!) spcek1:;. I wcs ~-: '10\::" placo . - . 
la::rt Satu:>c!3y a::.d spoke· to a· consul, t:n~ 0:~.117 ~~~d tb.ot . 
taer'd ~e:d a telegr~ to Wachi=;ton, !O ~ wa~~~e to ti:d · 

out 1f JOU have anyt~1ng new! s~t I don•~ ~eme:bo~ t~e ~a=a 
, 1 •' r 

OBY: KOS'riKOV. :S::e 1s dark jb.aU't or skin7 / • 

o:eY: Just a cinuta !'ll find out.· ~hey 14T t~~~ t~e~ ~J7er.tt 

rEusaived sn;tb.i:li -:ret.· . 

Lm;:: H1.1ve the,- t!or..e ~nTo=ll1ng'l 

OSY: Yea, tae·f say t!:.at a :-equ.e'at lla:s beon ao:1t o-:.:.t, 'bu.t x:.ot~!::.; 

hl:t· 'beG%1 1"$CI!I1V04' !US yet • 

LEE: Au4 what •• • 'l jo;y hangs up/. 

.. .. 

... 0 .. 
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. . 

., .... 
. · .;.~:··~··. ,, 
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. . 
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IIIOTE FOR: 

FROM: 
OFFICE: 
DATE: 
SUBJECT: 

John f. Pereira 
CSI/HRP 

OA 

01123/98 05:19:59 PM 
Meeting with Chair, JFK Board 

SECRET 

CL BY:ro1B5904 - J 
l: . ~ -~-·-·-

Cl REASON: Section 1.5 d 

DECLOII! )(5 

DRY FRM: LIA 4-82 

(S) At his request, I met with the Chairman of the JFK Board, Judge Jack Tunheim this morning for more than an hour. A principal 
topic of discussion was the status of the Agency's response to Tunheim's request that we ask · records and 
other information related to Oswald's time in.M:xi~ ITh~~io~ is following up on a prelimina 

(FOUO)Tunheim described efforts the Board is making to obtain records directly from the KGB, with State Department assistance. Not 
much success so far. 

(FOUDI We also discussed the general relationship between the Board and CIA, about which he was very positive. He is aware that we 
have added resources to step up the pace of our review in view of the 1 September deadline. He said that he does not see much chance 
that Congress would extend the Board's charter again. 

Ed: Tunheim asked that we set up a meeting with you on 18 f~b. when he'll be in town for a meeting of the Board. 

SECRET 
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MEMORANDUM 

September 19, 1998 

To: 

cc: 

From: 

Laura Denk 
Executive Director 

Bob Skwirot 
CIA Team Leader 

Michelle Combs 

2000 

Associate Director for Research and Review 

Subject: CIA-IR-05 Possible F~reign Source for Records on Oswald 

The Review Board requested that the CIA assist in locating and acquiring records 
relevant to Lee Harvey Oswald and the assaS'Slnation of President Jolm Kennedy which 
might exist in the files of a foreign government agency. Due to the foreign liaison 
sensitivity of this request, information on this issue was passed between the CIA, 
Review Board Chairman Judge John Tunheim, and one Review Board staff member. 

On September 15, 1998, Chairman Tunheim and I flew to Houston to consult with CIA 
Directorate of Operations officers on the likelihood of the existence of additional 
records and the possibility that the :CIA would be successful in acquiring these records. 
These CIA officers demonstrated that they had consulted numerous times with the 
senior officials of the foreign government but had, thus far, been unsuccessful in 
obtaining additional records or in confirming, visually, the existence of additional 
records. The CIA agreed to continue to work to obtain these records. 

e: \combs \cia-ir05. wpd 
File 4.20.1 and 4.20.4 

, .. 
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~ernber18,1997 

Mr. John Pereira 
Chief 
Historical Review Group 
Center for the Study of Intelligence 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 02505 

Assassination Records Review Board 
600 E Street NW • 2nd floor • Washington. DC 20530 

(202} 124-0088 • Fax: (2021 124-0451 

2000 

Re: Status of CIA Responses to Assassination Records Review Board's Requests for 
Additional Information and Records · 

Dear John: 

I am writing to follow-up on our telephone call earlier today and to convey my serious 
concern about the statUs of CIA's responses to the Review Board's requests for 
additional information and records. Although CIA has completed its responses. to 
several requests, and many others have been answered in part, a significant number of 
requests have not been answer~- including some1:hat were made more than two 
years ago. On many occasions we have been assured that responses would be . 
forthcoming, only to have promised dates come and go without answers. It is now 
extremely important that these requests be answered promptly so that we may conduct 
a proper follow-up if necessary. The issues that we can now identify as being of the 
highest priority are identified in the text below by double asterisks {"'"')1 and we ~uest 
that they be answered within the next month .. We request that the remaining requests 
be answered by Aprill, 1998. 

The remainder of this letter is divided into two parts: first, a li$ting of the fonnal 
requests for information and records, and second, a listing of the informal requests for 
information and records. Please let me know if your understanding of any ~f the· 
following points differs from ours so that we can resolve any potential discrepancies. 

1 As identified more fully below, the issues are: CIA-1 Organizational Material, 
CIA-6 C~bles and Dispatches, CIA-13 Backchannel Communications, CIA-IR-03 
HTLINGUAL Documents, CIA-IR-04 Disposition of Angleton Files, CIA-IR-07 Claude 
Barnes Capehart, CIA-IR-15 Electronic "take" from Mexico City, CIA-IR-21 ORE 
Monthly Operational Reports, CIA-IR-22 "A" Files on Clay Shaw and Jim Garrison. 

BoARD MEMBERS: John R. Tunheim. Chair • Henry F. Graff· Kermir t. Hall· William L. Joyce • Anna K. Nelson 
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Mr. John Pereira 
December 18, 1997 
Page7 

Documents file: documents Nos. 496, 498, 499, 500, and 510. The Review Board 
is awaiting confirmation that these documents are at HRG for pcocessing. 

CIA-m..os Possible Foreign Sourc::e for Records on Oswald. 

CIA was informally requested to use its contacts to pursue certain records 
related to Oswald that were orally described to CIA. The Review Board 
understands that the CIA has taken steps to pursue these records. 

CIA-ffi..06 QI<ENCHANT. 

The Review Board seeks information regarding the purpose of QKENCHANT 
and its connection with Clay Shaw, Howard Hunt, and Monroe Sullivan. 

The Review Board was initially provided some information in regard to this 
request that now appears to be incorrect. CIA is now seeking additional 
information to correct or to clarify its previous answers. The Review Board seeks 
an immediate, full, and accurate formal response to this request. Once the formal 
statement is provided, this.request will be complete. 

**CIA-~..07 Claude Barnes Capehart. 

The ARRB staff has reviewed all records that CIA has been able to locate to date. 
During the course of this review, additional questions were raised that CIA 
agreed to pursue. CIA also agreed to conduct additional searches to determine 
whether there may be additional retrievable records-on Mr. Capehart. the 
Review Board seeks a full and accurate formal response to this request. Once the 
formal statement is provided, this request will~ complete. · 

• CIA-IR..08 Unredacted Copy of the "Family Jewels" Memoranda. 

ARRB has reviewed a redacted version of the "Family Jewels." tional 
. questions have been raised. At meeting between HRG, ARRB and the DCI/ffiO 

on December 11, 1997, specific redacted pages were identified for ARRB staff 
review. These pages should be made available as soon as possible. 




