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lO Feb 77 
Source: ?'Jotes made by A. Goodpasture 

forJohn.Leader, IG Staff 

·Subject:. BackgroUnd on Nexico Station Support Assets 
(Coverage of Soviet and Cuban Embassies) 

1. \Unil~~ coverage.. From the time the Hexico Station ·Has o::Jened in --------. . 

. . 

C]Rril_l947_J1iy_Bill_D_o;Y-:J:.§_)] u11.til arrival of lrlin Scott as COS in 195!, Charles 

Anderson III- (still in LA/HQ) had developed a support apparatus to·~_QR 

exploit leadsfrom the ..§.p.:lli et. Embassy. This wnbrella type project_ (LIFEAT) 

consisted of multi line phone taps,c§l:ree photo si~a mobile surveillance 

·team and a mail intercept operation. 

a. Phone taps were placed by an~goy~e-ot:__--::._t~~ .te,IeJi!ione----eoni~ 
- ~-..,.. ...r-:..1),l ~.... {· .. "··.Ai. 1..-t--'" ' 

-Gili-o-..,.-,a-::;..,'Jhandled by David WILSTED (pseud~).. The nwnber of lines 
. . .· • \ !?""' tr\" .. 
tapped was limt.ed by availability of a listening post nearby 

. . • . A . . . 

· (sirice.thetaps were not made in the main central) and English/ 

Spanish (Soviet, Polish, _Czech, etc) transcribers •. Generally 

these . agents (mostly }fexican or Mexican American) were related 
. . . . 

.·(which the. station at that time felt was good security in that 

· •. if. they talked about·-~shop-;~ they would talk to each other.) -

.• b. ~ee photo si~were handled by Anderson 1rrith the help 

of Harry Mahoney (retired, ·living _in Chicago) and TDY TSD. 

people Checking the best type Gf camera, film, and concealment 

.. devices. These had sub-cripts under LIFEAT (LIHITED, LILYRIC, 

and LICALIA) •. L,;pHTED was a ...fixed site bang opposite acr:;ss 

the-street from the front gate-of the Soviet Embassy which had 

both a vehicle and foot entrance. The Soviet gate·was on the 

.North1r!est corner. of their compound and Lif.'IITED Has diagonally 

across a double barrelled street on the Sout 

. CJ~~':' -~6.-vf~-r.. r·~..: 10.) 1 
······--··-··..--- . ... \'' ·- ·· . 

· .. , .· 
' ... · .. · 
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that block •. LI:UT::sD \.Jas '.:.he first base a:-.d it opsra·ted strictly on an 

f.OZ:"eri;:;.e:1tc.l basis in the early stages. I think tbe Eexi Station bought 
one storey 

this property_ (a/Spanish Colonial stone house) through LIHOUsrm (check to 

be sure). -• Later .this house began to fall apart. This base -vras closed vrhen 

the Stat~on· got _word that the photo of 11 uniden man 11 ·.{as beir1g released to the 

. public by the \Jarren Corninission. ·The photo operators 1-1ere moved to another apt 

nearby. The- ·-property vias sold ( U."lder an operational agreement ,,ri th LIHOUSI::JE 

for a long term lease on the top floor c)f a ne·w apartment blding to be built 

on this site). · LILYRIC -,,as planned as an alternate photo base to LIHITED. -
It .was in·. an:. upper ~torey. (:3rd floor. -check) on the sane side ·of the street 

as LIHITED b~t in the mlddle of the block South. It had a slailt~d view of· 

the front_gate of the Soviet Embassy. The agent::> in LHUTED and LILYRIC (both 

I·1exican- faoilies) as far as we knew, '"ere not acquai~ted 1...rith each other. 

LILYRIC was a rented apartment. LICALU, the third photo site, \-ras located 

in one of a·row of four houses on the South side of the Soviet Enbassy compound 
. . 

which the Herlco Station purchased in about 1958 (check date), also usi.."lg 

LDIOUSTI-TE as the purchaser (Gheck). This site overlooked the back garden of 

the Soviet Embassy compound. The purpose of this operation \·:as to get good 

identification photographs of the Soviet. perscmnel (11ho at thet time Here largely . 

unidentified in J:1exico Station records). The three phot? sites \Jere ha:1dled by 

· _ (B.a!iiOrlJtiV~) (Hexican citizen of U.S. mother iHho-taught-e:ter::.entary-:tevel-a-t) 
\(' ·~~- . . .· . 

~-, \f"~ \th'eAme:ri-ca:tlS:Ch~).J ~Ramon) collected the film ~,....,.sme~. W:lliN from _LHfiTED 
Q . . 

v and LILYRIC three times a week. His sister's husband, \Carlos; _(f!e:dcan_do.cta.rJ 

developed and printed the film into 8x10 c~ntact print strips. The master plan 
. . ~ -{;~~~ 

v:as for LICALU film to ce. processe~inside,,TSD nan from 1957 to 1959 c,(Iiarpii} 

~-resigned) could not handle the volume and as the unprocessed film began 

to accwnulate, the inside CO (H.ahoney) became disgusted and took the film out 
-·~- . 

for '-Ramon2§] br:::>ther-in-law to process (probably early 1959). Thus\Ra!llQn)became 

the· handler for all three photo ~ses. A sensitive staff D monitoring operation 

LSECR . . . _ _ 
.. ,_ .. -

'. 
'···.'" •• .1' 

.·· .. :··· 
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was run out of another ohe of these houses ( cr;y"Pt for. the four houses 1-:as 

LI:'iUST/1, etc);. This vias-har,dled by Glen HIDDEN (outside TSD officer) and 

Hahoney usin~ HQ TDY teams for monitoring •. This operation '.·ras also separate 

from LICALLA • The. tHo houses in bet\·Jeen ,,rere rented to unsusr;ecting tenants. 

c~ . Eobile surveillance 'vJas developed by Anderson and later placed 
·---... 

• u.r1der Ha"loney and Joseph Sancho. This team consisted of a half 

dozen or so: agents 1-rho used three to fo1:r late ;nodel cars and a 

panel truck (which could be used on stake~outs for photo covera··e). 

The plan vras to activate this group by radio (from LIHI'l'ED 3ASE) 
Soviet 

when sor.1eone of interest left the/E.'11bassy gate and stay with them 
. . - . . 

·.until. they made their meetings. These agents lr..new about the LEIITED 

·BASE because they had LIHI':LED photos for identification purposeH •. 

:,This viorked fairly 1.-Jell until about the middle of 1958 (check date) 

when one of the surveillance agents got too close to his target and 

• 1-1as . arrested. by the. Hexican transit police and turned over to the 
. . 

.Hexican Secret Service. By the time the Station could arrange through 

.. a cleare,d attorney to bail him out~ AustiJl. __ o.f_th~ __ _Q_oodri£~ 

. Clift:tre~d-RiCiue]]l~)~ the a·gent. had identified Sancho ( ubo \vas 1 
!·· 

. - - . :'•' -... ··. ' . . ·- . - . . . . 

evacuated across the border at Nogales by Bob Shaw) and the inside--··- · · · l 
. . . . . . 

· phone number of l~J"ahoney (who i-ras subsequently replaced by Louis 
\ . . - . . . 

·.Puckett) • . As. a result of this flap, the LIFEAT project \vas broken 

·.·up into several others •.. ·. The agent~ vere not changed but >.·;ere given 

....... _.J 
I 1 

I·. 
1 · rF~ .. ·. · .. · · 

new. crypts. V~~ and ~~d; replaced Anderson in. handling ,. 
. . " 

theCtm.il~t§JJ phone taps •.. Puckett·· replaced· Haho~ey and handled the 
. . . . . . 

surveillance. team (LIENTRAF) and the photo bases thro<Jgh ~ 

·d. · LIBIGHT was the crypt used for a ~i1atenll-(or1g[r1ai1yJJ mail 
. . . . 

. . . . . . . . . 

.·intercept handled by Charlie Anderson III, ~gent (Hexica::ti) had~· 

~fic:lal-:sta~iDd a~d ~~~btatrf..:selectecrie_tt;ersfrD:i> 
.. . . .. ... ·7:tr!li='nR . . . . ·. . •. . . . . . · .. ~~l:t .. . . . . . . . . 
'' ' . . . . . .-
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<za-s~n:-'-the __ po_stal_ey_E_-_E~_U-i:Jiink_at __ th_~_!Y. . Hls cas~~~ 
Alfonso Spera, . 

vere later/Puckett, ~cl~d.~ri.} and Alan Hhite. 

2. QL,Iaf5_0n~~was uru'eliable and insecure as characterized by the nature, 

of the Hexican services at that time. 

CJ?]g1l~iJ;y)}w~th Hhich He dealt '.1as ~ hip pocket group ~urrou-e--or-t£~ ;'li:_r.:_i~tW 

\QC.G=:;>v~~ · ~:t-tinistry_s_pen:t:::a:-rna-Jorc · ~-oC:i-:t:S--time=-_ou:=_c_rm:t._r_QI _q:t) 
. . 

~gr.Lers~,~n0Titicar::Iill£~:(:igg_fio_ns_.~J'.lietir_a;en'Es ~e _ _yj,_g_i~-=~?E-a.J:.,; _ 

c-corrupt··-~).~()~t.~n@e_._Ro]J~_r:~=:T-Isl~ established contact with one of them 
----~~----

@'ine JJe Le~on (later LIFIRE group) in about 1950 or 51. He gave them some 

training (a group of about five· surve~llance types) s_in-travel __ c_o_n__trol_xog:h_~ 

Ct~irport-=-as"·we.ll as ~-:_J;~~J3-~he·s-of-'name-s-rrom-DFS-::Hq~;,nere the files 
- -~.---------~~----··----·--: . . 

w-ere poorly organized. and often inaccurat~. l'l o-...: and then, hm.rever, sm::e useful 

information ":as developed but it could not be depended upon. ~~;toergyw:as 

replaced by v:mn:rE~t t:l_ng§:.r;{re·s·ignt?g aQ:d,_ r_ema:Irled .irLMexi co):';~::J··~non~~;_- -T~_Q~S 

~~, -~(rRobert_:x_el~¥L&v-Q. ·~G 1'L1. e~·v) 
During. 1958,. 1.-lin Scott· met socially some of· the @l~ni.es_o:(-tge 

rf.leXi_ca,n-P!:esiQ,~~~-~rect,_!taolTQ_Lo.p~~ During this period, the u.s. 

Ambassador Robert C. Hill (reflecting the policy of then Sec State J.F. Dulles) 

·was energet1c in organizing groups to "fight cornmunism". One of these seeds 

,(_or-I:;o~:i"f._e_o_s_, ___ m_?-d,~fo JHn Scott for a j oi~~!-.§_~p_hgg~__tc;ILQ]2~ra t}31· This 

project (LIENVOY) went through about four distressing years of a shakedown. 

--::::-- --- ~ 
t _ _____§_on_(LI&lV.OY,2.). lms a masterpiece of deceit and corruption. LIELEGANT also 

;;!ani pula ted cor~trol. over the principal agent of LIBIGHT %ail-int:erceot'. The 
'----------------~.___: 

first case officer \-<as-·-Alfonso Spera inside with '-'D.lyn_e£_.§~?:_~ (retired) outside 

and John (TSD training officer for surveillance and head of the listening 

post where. thirty telephone ·lines ,_TOuld connect as i-iell as a transcription roo:n 

·; ~~'r-1] 
l~::JAL\~:ill 
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; •.;·. 
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staffed b;;r~~:eq..n army._:Qffi:_~.) Initiall;:l the st::tion tried to m-::et every 

demand fiW~7?~·~n~~. Both ~--1®. and John had language difficulties and 

personal pr~blems a~sociated with being outside the st0ti:m \:W'7tl'l:&rt:ner~exfcar1-:J 

w,R~~~c--v±rtuan;r-Uncontrolla \3le, spenal-:-;g~money--ast:neypl-ea·secr;-sqllirreiiing a~~ 

equipment:at·en~rmous costs, and neglecting their part of the !:>argain din-t~ 
. ' _ .. ··. . . . 

~~scripts-:::>r-p:ta·c:tn·€;_!§ps_whi~t-ea) Snera was renlaced . . 
by Jack Bradi ~UI?-d-himserf-in-the-s~me p~UQ_v:.er{\ent_oL.b:iVi~Scot;t. . 

·~pprove-a-re·que s~~:y :CIELEG:tJ:IT-t.ha t-Braaynaa---e:urned.ao\:tiCoyt:ne son, LIE1TVOY.::2. 
------~--- ··------ -....!!' 

.· . ·. . . . . 

Finally wheri the cost became exhorbitant and there \.:as little to show for it, 

the.project_was revamped. mmith( and·John returned to the u.s. and were replaced 

by a TSD officen~@~ti~, wbo has put inside the listening post to oaintaL1 
Brady was reassigned to other duties pending a transfer. 

the equipment./ Scott took over the project as case officer meetir .. g with L~LEGA.NT. 

He designated Ann Goodpasture to meet dail,g \vi thQFli~tJ for routine supervision 
. . . . . . 

of the listening post, picking up transcripts and tapes. Goodpasture had no 

~~except. when Scott i.Jas ill or out of.town. 
··----:-l~-~ . Generally, 

all declsions<were m~de by Scott. This was about late 1961. · · 
. . . . 

· 3 •. ~·fy me;ory is a little vague about tl:e origins of the Cuban Embassy but I 

think the staff. first developed from a pro-Castro group celebrating on New 

Years eve 1959. · As I recall, it -v;as a !T•akeshift arrangement of :volunteers 

through most of 1960 and 61 with Tom Hazlitt producing volu.'"!linous reports on 

their activities and recruitir~g agents right and left a::torig Cuban nationals in 

Hexico City. 

4 .. .Personnel assignments. Of .interest to us now is who was in Hexico during 

the period prior to Oswald's visit and .the subsequent investigation by the 
. . . 

1,-Jarren Commission.· .To deterr:tine i.Jho '.Ias there and what they were doing ·r 

have grot~ped persons toe;ether chronologically ;..rith ~reas of their assignment 
· as the 

covering fro1Tl.\i.@to 1969 so that-~ names pop up,· one can tell what 
. t·~ . . . . .... -~u...--

period they·were ili Nexico and"their assignments,.at the time. 

~SEC 
···-. 

.: .. 
·-.. - · .. ·.· 

. -:.· 

·I-
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8/56-6/69 COS . Hinston !~1. Scott (deceased) 

DCOS ·· 7/56 ....: 7/58 Alfonso Rodriguez (retired) 

....... ,.... 

· _ 10/58 - 12/62 (retired) 
·. -6/63 ..:.. 9/65 retired)- -~---:----

10/65 . ..:. 1969 1Stan:l~y ":{~t:.-:§_9!:t __ (f_§11£.§d in Hexis:_Q_) 

CUBA OPERATIONS 

56 ..:. 4/62 Tl:.omas Hazlitt Chief_· . : · 
2/60 - 4/62 ->fa~J',ewa~~ C~~ Costa Rica) 
4/63 - 4/65 B·ab Shaw Chief -
9/63 - 7/65 (mcy=:sw-~aer -" 1 f ··A.d.) _:. 
10/63 - 5/65 'Lo~n~:LJ5ac:k~y; ~,. ~-- .......,.._ . 1 
8/~ - 6/65 David }'hi11lps Chief ( ~_+-....... •~>! J 1-.:-
9/65 - 10/68 Joseph Pi0colo · 
10/65 - 12/67 P\e·g~ifaggara) · 

SOVIET TARGET . · · 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

I . 

6/57 - 10/59 Louise Lyon (tv_t ,._..,., .. n 
9/59- . 8/65 '~roeri:,J~arieJ,l~Ghi_ef,j-
9/59 - 8/65 <~ar15ara Harie-fl)-

6/62 - 1/67 Prentice Harheine (ps) 
(retired ?) 

5/64 - 7/66 1:lillian Bright 
4/65 - 11/67 Cyntl:ia l~aus.:-:1arin 
6/65 - 7/67 Al-iC§_Eitt 
7/65 - 4/69 . p1f=ur-nu1o_n 

SOVIET TPLNSCRIB'EPB 

Outside co· 

6/~6 - 8/58 1i@'ril!_gc:~rd:?~- ~re<:;~Q!~c:r~ 
6/:>8 - 6/63 George hJ.Sko -
6/63 ~ 70 Boris Tarasoff (retired in Nexico) -

'· 
·' . 

. . ... ··.'. _. 

'• -·:·-· 
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. • SUPPORT ASSETS 

~WR.i~a~iJte'£~J7 phono ta .Ps.·. 

~]" ~ 1~~1 ~har1es,_ An.derson III Chief 
~Z5-5 - 4;,b0 P&_ggy~ 1·~ggp~r_g; Asst 
L../56 - 1; 62 IFr~:-Est~.rJC"o-@ Chief 
2/60 - 10/64 ~QJ.: Keenan-1 ~ ·. 
9/64 12/67 14¢chaeJ,-;;-FErrmefj 

(Unilat~r.all photo ·Cubans 

49-71 ? Outside CO 
David ~.JILSTFD (ps} 
retired in Mexico- • 

6/59 - 4/64 ~er_t_Zamberna:r.d-i'l (:r:e-s1gned-Eexico)J 
7/59 - 6/62 ~i"ch-a.rd-s~ (retire·d) 

CUnll~ter<fMJ photo . Soviets 

,. 
I 
I 
I 

C)l51:!J- 4/59 Harry T. Mahoney 
{retired Chicago) . 

56 - 68 qutside Ae;ent 
Remon. Alvarez (resigned in· Hexico) 

5/57- 8/64 A. Goodpasture (alternate. CO-
nnd -internal . routing) . 

6/58 - 6/63 Louis D~ ·PUckett (retired) . . · · 
6/63 - lo/64 @Fio.>Tia~k~c_enclli:"f"-\~~F g_.~'b- Lcl_-m ___ .:t_.r._n~ .... ) 

65 - 66 \.fi1liarn Bright ~L~) ~c,_3 . ·• (;, /' t · ~ \.~. 
. ~~ca-

. t..._G\.."'·""L-

· 'Hinston Scott (deceased) 1959 - 1969 
1959 - 1960 
1959 - 1960 
1959 - 1960 
1960- . 1961 

Alfonso Sper~ (retired) 
~~~_§mith\ (outside, noi.J retired) 
John · .· · (Training rept resigned) .· 
John Brady (retired) 
A. Good asture -· 1962 - 1968 

1961 - 1971 . s_Fl:ick (outside TSD Staff Agent - retired)..:... . 

~,~--ortV - surveillance_ · 
. . . 

Pri~berg_(retir.ed;~ 
3/54 - l./59 Harcy Hahoney (retired) 
L/59 - 1961 Thonas Hazlitt · 
12/62 - 9/67~~ 

TSD Outside.unit 

Glen Hidden (retired) _,.. 1+/58 - 12/63 
6/59 -4/64 Joseph 1:. Resigno (ps) Unit bloim and closed d:;t·:ri 

'l @:l"'if~;(l:-"''i1-• :~J.; ... ;/f~: 
,U:Sb~.;tL. I . 

. .~ .. '. . ' .. ,•" 

. : ·_.· ... : .... 
. ·.·/·:· .... ·· .. 
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About nid 1962 (check date) 

cr.o--L§ telephone ~u:nbers of the S:)viet, Cuban, and Satellite E:r.bassies • 

. ~:hrs'-for~v;a:_:-:~~-g~LIFE.A{['o-(illfila:Eerar·coverage-)-vras-disco~~_(:'\__. __ H~n·mV~E!J 

C!s I ~J::r,t~Nex~ con .. 1'1ected 5 Cuban lines, 5 Soviet lines, .3 Czech, 

2 Polish,-~al1?-l- Yugoslav line. The. basehouse listening post had a live 
... ,·-. . ,...----···-

mo!li tor 1-rh~ made short. sum.:":laries of interesting conversations for a daily 
'~·· .. ·. 

resume which was received- each day around 8 a.m. (passed by~ to Goodpasture 

to get to Scott befor~ 9 a.m.) ·Later (when t:r..e reel was completely recorded) 

full transcri;ts vrere typed and passed to the 1~tation in the same 1r:ay, however, 

there was .usually a time lag of· a day or so. -- Those transcripts uhich M.d 

Russian o:r··l:inother language besides Spanish or English vent out: of the listening 
. ' ·. . . . 

·post the day after the transcript. (of other conversations on the reel)was ' 
\ 

. - . 

. typed.; The-se .reels were_ taken to another location Hhere they were translated 

and typed.· Inthe case ::>f the Russian translations, Boris Tarasoff usually ran 

about '·a week behind the. date of the conversation because of the volume of 

Russian conversations among the _:i"embers of the Soviet Embassy.·· During this 
... ---·--.... ~ ..... . . . - . ' . . 

.~-- . - -

- period (fa11 of .1963) the reels were probably being brought into the station 

_and carried to Boris byone of the people from the Sovi~t Section or 'they may 

have been_ carried to him by~ but I think I brought the reel in and gave 

it to (Heroert--:-!~11\ to take to Boris. IJieroertT1anail>-an:d-nisw1fe-~b1!:r:a 

handled all of the processi:.g of Soviet transcripts. Hy job involv-ed screening ! 
the photographs as soon as we learned that the ::-nan calling himself OSi·!ald was 

probably an &~ericen. ~here again there was a backlag because the 

photos were picked up three ti~es a week but the ones picked up were usually 

for dates a few days pre:ftiouslybecause <the docto~ processed the film on a 

night tinie _basis.· · Phofographs ·~t~ere made usually until one roll uas used but · 

later 'lrre got it. changed to one day coverage on each roll - in other \vords the. 
r;_}__.(,,_:_,..,~· . 

operators~c~eared the car::era each day whether there was ~x~ a full 

rOli of" .f"ilm exposed' ·[Instructions were to cover of"fice ~o~rs, photOgraph each 

.. · .. j 

·.,·. 
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new Soviet. and fa~ily, all foreigners and foreign lieenee plates. Emnan 

error did ()CCur ·but· generally the at;ents .'ll!ere conscientious. The Cuban 

embassy ·coverage had more sophisticated equip:nent (a pulse ca~::era) but it 

frequentli d~veloped necha.::1ical difficulties. ~a.'llb_arnard:il ~d_J2pa@£] 

(I think):' handled this film- pick .up and delivery. ~y screer:.ed . . : •, . 

the film _inside the· station. 

··I· am certain that the Os-...:ald ... call came to our attention from the 

Soviet line. It was picked u;~ and taken to Boris for a translation because 

the caller '-'as. tryb.g to speak Russian. Any delay vias caused by wai tiEg to 

co:npare the photographs with the typed transcript. There i-.rere no copies of 

transcripts everf made in languages other than Spanish or English because Win 

Scott could· read only tho:ce t\.:o languages ar.d he ~;ersonally screened the 

transcripts for. operational leads he vranted pursued. 

. . . ' . ..... 
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