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28 0CT· 
l!J:il(; 

f1Et·iORANDUr4 FOR: Director of Central Intelligence 

FROM 

SUBJECT 

: John·H. Waller 
Jnspcctor General 

... 
: Bernard Fenstenvald·~ Jr. Conments in 22 October 

1976 Issue of Washington Star 
. . .. 

. . 
1 .. The following is a response to your query to Mr .. Seymour Bolten 

concerning comments made by Bernard Fensten1ald, Jr. 

2. The corrnnents made by subject in the marked,section of the at­
tached newspaper clipping are partially factual and partially sheer 
speculation. It is true that the Agency has been particularly sensitive 
about the entire matter because the photographs in question originated· · 
from a highly sensitive inte11igence operation which was conducted in · 
October 1963 by the Agency •aJld--t1e~tQiiL~securfty· authoriYi es\ against the 
Soviet and Cuban Embassies in ~Tfexico City.- Ho\~ever~ the material \'Jas 
net \'tithheld from the Harren Commission. It should be .noted that Os\'lald 
\'tas in no sense "under· investigation~~ and that at no time during his 
~tay in Nexico City did the C~A acquire a photograph of Osh'ald. 

3. The Agency has 12 different photographs of an individual~ pos-
sibly an American as yet unidentifiedllo \'Jho \'Jas observed entering the 

· Soviet Embassy and later the Cuban Em~assy. A cropped photograph \•Ja!:> 
; introduced into the t·larren Commission public record. The Warren Com­
: mission and its Staff \'lere made fully aN are in the cour~ of their 

inquiry at Headquarters and in Nexico City of the origins of the photo-
graph~ and the fact that we had additional photographs of the same · 
individual taken at different times in Hexico City. At one point our 
Chief of Station in Mexico City suggested that the man in the photograph 
was Oswald. However, this~rtived not.to beth~ case. It should be 
noted that Mr. Fensten·Jald in 1971-1972. \'Jas actually shmvn bJO of the 
12 photographs during a visit to the Agency~ other than the one already 
published in the Harren Corrmission report. It is a matter of more than 
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ordinary.interest to note that in April 1971 Mr. Fensten·1aldtold t1r. 
La\oJrence Houston, the General tounsel at that time and another repre­
sentative of the _Agency in attendance at the meeting that he kne\'1 the 
identity of the unidentified man in the photograph and that we will 
be furnished his name in due course. 

4. All coverage by CIA of Os\'la 1 d • s stay in Me xi co City was tech.: · 
nica1. The Station had no live source coverage e~~.r_JJJfflate·raT-o~1 
~emii_~~){lcan~-u_ai sonf;

1 
Subsequently, t~1exi can po 1 ice interrogafed~Sylvia 

DURAN, a Mex.i can employee of the Cuban Embassy .. Her testimony gave us 
full details on Oswald • s trip to Mexcio City, and \'las made avai'labl e 
to the Warren Commission. The lack of coverage on Osv1ald entering the· · · 
Cuban or Soviet Embassies resulted from mechanical malfunction. The 
Agency provided the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the field _i.n 
Mexico City and in .Hashington all of the information it had acquired. 

' .. · .. 
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Distribution: 
Original - Addressee w/att .. · 

. 1_- DOC! w/att.- ~ 

. 2 - ER w/o attv"' : · 
· 1 - OGC (Mr. Bolten) w/att. 

1 - IG Subject w/att: 
·. 1 - · IG Chrono "r-1/o att . 
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-· -·s'' a~· ~~:;j~; I t~nd -~~ .. i;~;i~~~ \, '"did -~-~c~r: sr r~~n); a' ~.nter 'or na· long jump from thilt pQSsibili a; l;-,h~. 
~•c:y.'!'i!~d.~ t\ie best conc:lusiu· '•ey tional concern and tTans.c:~nLls th~· • possiblity that we had onything.to do 

could from the evidtr:c:e at ha.r. \Ve own very underst;:mdable intereSL wiLh killing. Jt seem.'> to me that these 
know of. so rnuch key evidence that · it. k think that the investigation cer- arc questions. that cave t·he con[:res· 
was either withheld or destroyed that : tainly into Presidtnt Kennedy"s: · sional com.mJnitt~e the powers Lhal 
you get a ceneral feeliag that tqey ; death c:m ~ dooe iruucb a way as to ·:tbey ha'!e· .I don ~ really know th~t 

. . had only a relatively small part of ·:cause minimum grief to the .fan:;lly.. speculatwg gets anywhere.·.. ,·. ·~·· : . I the reaUy imporunt material.·For And I think tbere•s a very good ·. . . :: ..• •. . .. I&·. . . .... . . . 
: exa.rn.,le. Lee Harvey Oswald 'M"Dte a . :chance that this will hap ,en because.·.·. Q: ~our_ Committee- to Tnves~iga~e 
.. . t!-.reatening note to ~n FBI ~gent ;.I thi.Dk the members of the Hou~e of. AssaSSJnations. what do you thmk Jt 

shortly b~Core the assa.s.sination.. Iu a .: RepreSe.ntati'Ve'S and the members of bas ~een able to~ a~mplisJi t' Wh.y 
mn:ter of in hcn:.r or tWO· before Jac:k · : the Churc:h committee- in the Senate· • was n formed 1 ~:-: ·.:· •. ;..· : .. · · · ..... : 
Ruby shot Oswald~ the FBI a ·~are very well aware of. ~e problem.·.:-:. ·• · .• -. .• •·• .. .- •• • !< \· '•f>·~ ....... _..-_. 

.. .ti.ush~ it down the .toUet. No . . <i and I can't se«t any reason why it·-:': • Ai It was formed fortwo.~ad~ rca• 

. . was never reported to the W~rren . .' catmot be done 'without teLTibly di~· ;son.o;. On:!Waslo get. the cnbcs of H1e 
· .. · !' Co::u:cission. Thera are certain pee- :tasteful evidence being trotted out in · Warren Commission to CCiordinate 
' .· j p1e who can link Oswald and . .Ruby. · :public:. I just doa.'t th.i.ak that's .n~e~ •. their efforrs. "Ibe. bc.ts!c rai.rns C?f 'th~ 
. · ·• o.r.d ti-..is material was nevC!r passed .. : sary ........ ·;... .,. •. , .. • : -;· • ..•.• croup we~ 1C? gather uuormation to 
· .. ··.j.to the cc:munission.. So I think it's ::i ~ "'!. ·:-:·::' • .. ·: ·•·.·• ·•· ... • ; _ ·~· ... keep the s~bJect of John Kennedy's 
· ··. 

1
: very harsh judgment to say that .u:.h.b ~.: · :• ~·· · • :··.;. ·• ~· • · •• ~ ·· ·:r .• n. assassination alive until we could 

· .

1 

very distinguished bunch of Ameri· ~- Q: '..You were tbe "!tto,rney for·; convir..c.e the Congress·to reopen their 
.- · eans- inc:lud.ir..g tl:a chief j!.!stic:e of ~Jam~ Ea~l .Ray. Do you·feel tb.at ··own investigation. Fortamately. J. 

_. . t!u: Ucited Stot:es .... pu~sely ~~no_~ ·. thertus evz~ence that cow'! clear lum '·think we"ve been very successft•l: 
.· . .rezc:h thepreperc::ondwnon.. ·:a.. ·. ~ ora.Jt::mat:Jvely to.provep-tat-be was ,-'fhe. subject b•is.bccn kept alive. As · 1· · ..: • ·... . . ·- · ., ...... : ;. ·. .r .. :=··. ·.::-i-:- · ~.nc_t,tb.elonts45.s.EWm? ·.: •. · .•:-o;:.~:.;.-~~'::'lbe. c:llina.te "in.' ..the c::ountty'changed, 
.~ .' Q: How ioni·Wiu it t!ke f:lu:i'Iiausi, · ~ ·~ ,.,., ;--:. ~··:!=.:' • ~r :; .... · · · :~: ..,. .... r·~·tbe climate. in. Cong"L-ess changed, we 
j·to invcsdgate this :Ufaira.nd came to t A: ItJ.Smyown:~ersonal be]teftha.t: . were able,: with. the help of a J.ot of 
1 some sort of a conc:lusion •• 'Will .it~ · · there was .a coo.spuacy~ I think th~t . •'other people. "to ade thr.m go in 

· ··J-:eanaway,.doyoufee~?p.·.:o-.~ ' ..... the question would be •. resolv~d·if ·.:.:v.rilh a full·nedg investigation. We 
. "I. • • •• ' ·'' •• "· ... ..r: ~ ... • • ..-:=.~:~ ; J'~es EarlR.ay.\ve.re glV~,? a trial. I ..:~intend to tl.J.%"o·bver au ~f our.investi· 

.:~·A: No~.I·do11•t think'ifwilf.~e .. ·:t.l:l.il:ik most or us Jf1 ~e U!Lhed ,States:·: gat!on to ~~m· and to give any crth~r. 
far away. ·The House of Representa·. ~most of the publiC: certainly., and at .. assJ.Stance.. . . -~ ;.. :·:.. ..... ~ .. ~ . . • .... 
tives had two basic :reads they could ... most aU of Washington that I knoW'·:··: ... ·. ~ ,:..:·:_;."":..• ··--;··~. ~-~·:·.~·N-:·,_· 
have foUpwed. They could have ta.l<en . ;. were. simplY amazed whe!l 8 gu.ilty~.:t:_Q:-There"s beeri an el·ern~1 f;scrna: 

I their start .members,, people. who ~plea was emac::ted from him and_ he :·don wilbJohn F. Kermedy's murder. 
I. were t."'oroughly familiar with the· .: wento~to serve a 99-year ten"? mth·. :~Do you think when or if the House 
f subject ·but equally. opuuonated~-·oz' ~out a maL It ~a.me as~ freat shock .. investigation reaches its ccmclusiw: 

· ~ they could start with· people who. . ~to most people and .I thi:n.:.c:. most~ _. that willlay to l't:$t f"mally the. s~u-

1
, were gOod lawyers and good invesii· . .! ple .were .:r.ather d_:~.sappomted m a ·. Iation? .. .:;:.; ·• ,·, .... ·~. ~; ,.. .., .-.:: . ... : . ~· 

. gators and start: with a eiean.mind ~erimeofthismagmrudeama.nwould :;.:a ..• -:.:.::.:-.:-~ ::, . .:...,·~:·£"'-"?::'~:..: ·:-,:\ I and· si.-nply go down the same road .; • :aaot in f~ct stay f~r a jur:ll.: tria.lo;, I ··~:-A: i"~ue;,; that. if this Jiousr:·c-.mn-
that.others have ~~.going down for · ; s~nt :si.-c g to achieve. this.·:.: mitteecon!.lnue.s to get the suppo1t· ir. 
12 years. They chos~ ¢e -latter. That -:. :X m~s.t .• was unsu~c:~ssful, -:the next Congress that they havo in 
will take- somewhat. x:aore time, but · · · but 1t .IS very posstble. that this xoves-r·: ·the last months ofthis Con!!'l:'ess th21.! 
with the call b-ar ·or People that have . :·; ~gati~n.or the l~ouse. of Representa- ·-. they will investigate thls kUling 'thor· 
~en chosen I can·~ see that it's going .. ! tiv~ would :a.ch.ieve Ul a lot sbortel!") oughly.·l think they wm cull out 'the 

·to. ta.~e a .matte%" of years •. I think it ;· ; penod than ~uc years wha~ we ~~~:::-z leads, I thirik t:hey will look at all r.bc 
. will ~ake a n~ber ofmontlu longer ~! i ~ap~e.t~~~ th~c:o.urts. ··:·:·:-~·'· 'r'\ ::.evidecc:e-t and ·it after- that Jcngth o! 
tba.xut!"ouldgo::'g~e_otJ:e~~ay.: ~~:·r. ~3~~ ·.:.··· -:· ~ -:.·· .. ·. ,._ :. · '·V.: ··"·timean~tliatle.i'lgthoHnvestig::~Un,g, 
. . '. . . .· . .. . .. . .. 'i: ,~·· Q. ner .F.Bl.r.;r now .IU.i!CUV.D _to AlaVIit ~:they c:one1ude that.the Warren Com· 

· Q: .Eunice Shriver,; who of couz:se · ;- ho!.!.nded Martm Lurb~ Kzng and .trJssion was correct, I certain1y thin: 
lost two brother:s to a.ssassins#'bas ;j.therebas been specaiatJO!J tb~t·tht:: that99.9·percentofthepeoplewiUbt 
se.id li':at she would pr-...fcr the whole; .Y .F:B~ may have .s~me way been .u:vo • satisfied. I must say.that in all hones 
· • • ~ dro ........,., . ~ h J • • : • l.·ed m bis death. Do you subscn . . .;., . upng. - . 'P~~ tl r t .e nvestiga.:- •• J '"'-=~ ·t..:r: ., ~--··· .. ·-·· ....... •.• ·.ty. I. know of a few people who ar_ 
nons z.oto JFIC and Robert Keru2edys i .. ·:.~ ~ssJ~.~~ry • .;_ •. ;· ~.=--. · ..... Po·~·. .nevel." going to ba satisfied, ar Jeas: 
deatA'Is shouldn't be opened. How do . :s··r ··to·• -r·."'···.···~-~~...,.,: i:~. '·:. • · · · .• ~ou cmne:ver satisfy all of them be 
you respon.d. wh!zr a f..a.rri.UY:, mem :·~;.:'!' A: I have seen ru~ ~Vld~r.c:e to that ~~use they each have. a partic:1.tla: 
_expresses thlskic:d of a senl'i.mentl· . ... !.effect and I have seen m both t~e ·.theory. And these theones are inter· 

. r ·· .· · •• ·• • • • • : ·:··~· ..-: • • • •• ·• •• : ~ .• ~;.J'ohn F.-~~nnedy c.a.se ~d the Ma.rtuL ,· "·il3.lly inconsistent if nothing else. Bu: 
· ~A: Well, I think aU of us 'feel a· .;: ... Luther Ki.ilg ~e ~at one ha.s to .be- ··.!thin.'- that as a practical matter tha 
. basic s)rmpathy, not only for Mrs. ,,.· •. c3;fdi.ll ~o dtsnpgws~ .be:tween t.he :·u a congressional com.m..m.ittee, and i · 
. s.hriver but also !or· Mrs. ·~9se :'• '-~n.me.and ~e mvesti~~tion. I l1ililk: not this on~. maybe_ the S~natc 
Kennedy and for the r~ma1nmg .• m the Ma.mn Luthe~.K.in~ cas.e that ~ c::or.i'l.mmitt~e or maybe both of therr 
brother, Sen. Kennedy. But ia:'.s my. : 1· t.'~u: ~l becauss of Its arumoslty for .. -will attack tbe job they are StJpJX)sec 
o·.-.. fe;eling that the question of what· ·~ pr. K.i.ng. rna~ not. h~ve made. what ··to do, Hhln.k that most or the cio:.~hts 
happened to the Kenm:~dy brothers. if . :·. y.re WO!lld ·c~.nstder thell" best effort.to. if110t all of t.;em,. will be laid to rest. 
something more than meets the er.e ~. · mvestigatc:·lt.J3u~ we have m:1d~ ~ . .- •... ·.,:.~~ ..l' •• , .. • : ·-· •.•• ;;~.:· • 
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