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. -_ .. --. 

Walter Elder-· 
Review Staff 
_C~ntr~l Intelligence 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear ·walt::::.· 

Agency. 

.November 18, 
.· ... ·· 

··-'-

:._ ·.· . ,_:·-·' 

.. . . 

:As we discussed yesterday afternoon, I am at ·: 
this time requesting that \-Te be supplied vli th .one. copy 
each of the following-memorandums prepared by Raymond . 
Rocca, me.liiOrandums which. you wili recall ,..,e_ discussed 
at the. preliminary stages of the inquiry: 

... _ ... 

''·<,' -· 

1. May 2, 1975. Repcrt from Rayro~nd Rocca 
to..t.Deputy Chief, Operational Staff, "Review·. of·· 
Agency Holding Re ·Photo of Unidentified · · 
Individual in Mexico City. Published by· Warren 
Coin.Tilission." · (40 pages. plus attachments) 

'· ~- ' 

.. ··,. 

·2~ _.· .. 

siq,_'9erely, 

Paul G. Wallach 

. . . 

S!, HV i.t. 11_ . Gl AGN 

' 

.··'·-

.... · ... 

. · .. · 
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\ 

'· 

2 May l97S 

.! 
.!: : ..... : 

f" .;. .. / . 

. :. :. :~ 

MEMORANDUM FOR: ·Deputy Chief, Operations Staff 
.. ;: . 

S.UBJECT 

.REFERENCE 

. . . .. 

: Review of Agency. Holdings · regarding · · 
· Phot9graph of· Unidentified Individual· 
in Mexico City published by the 
Warren Commission 

: Letter dated 15 April 1975 by 
Mr. David w. Belin, Executive Director 
of the Commission on CIA Activities·:~ 
within the United States, to · 
Mr. E. Henry-Knoche (copy attached to 
accompanying report) 

1. This is further to, and in completion of, m:~{ 
inter:::m .. memorandum of a few weeks ago. 

2• The attacbnient is a. detailed review in narrc;:~.t.ive, 
chronological order - together with appropriate comment­
ary ~ of our ext~nsive holdings on the OSWALD case that 
have a bearing on the t~~ of tographs taken by · 

· Mexico City Station ·an. , (!)and october- 1963 of an 
Unidentified Individua As a consequence of a combina-
tion of analytical error, misjudgement and under the 
.stress of an urgent desire to contribute to the develop­
ment of the-investigation of the assassination, a 
cropped versiora. of one. of the· photographs of the 
Unidentified Individual was introduced into the chain of 
evidence in the OSWALD case on 23 November-1963 by an· 
FBI,representative in Dallas. The successive vicissi­
tudes which have now made this event a cause celebre· 
right down to the present moment are detailed in the 
narrative. 

s· E C R E T 

· .. 
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3. The attached report is not intended to be an .. 
ru'"'lswer to the Femsterwald/0 • Toole article which Mr. Belin . · ·· · 
attaches to his memorandum. (I have prepared a paragraph...; 
by-paragraph refutation and comment on that article~: 

. .' ·•. 

·.-; .--· 

'which I believe is more appropriately handled by a sepa-· . · 
rate memorandum to Mr. Belin, and I will prepare thi's .as 
a memorandum if that is ·desired.) · ·------· --·-.-

·-·. 

· 4. The point of the referenced memorandUm is· that:, · 

:- .· . 

consideration shou,ld be given now to "whether or -not the · · 
entire matter can be fully disclosed at this time. '1 

. This ··•• ·.> · 
.submission is designed to ~ake it possible for you,.,•·the (' 

· IG and others whom you.may desire .to consult to make this· .._ 
decision. The narrative-interpretive summary· has been _,,... 
put together in such a way that it discloses no cyptonyms.. ·· 
pseudonyms or other CIA jargon. · However. its contents qo . 

· well beyond \'lhat has been released to the pUblic:: thus .far 
in the Warren Commission documentation. .This point must ... 

.. be borne . in mind in making a dec is ion . on Mr •. · aelin' s ' . . . 
question. To remove any question in anybody's mind about .. 

··our good faith. in this matter, the narrative is backed up· 
by. copies of actual docUm.entation from our·files. · It · 
seems. to me necessary; in reply to Mr. Belin, that he or·· 
his representative review the docwnentat·ion that backs up 
·the narrative. The documentation has not been keyed into 
the narrative presentation, but it follows the chronologi~ ·· 

. cal order .of· presentation from 5I October ixito the· latest 

.developments in the matter, .and there is an overall index 
to facilitate reference to individual items. [NB: . There 

. is·only one copy of this collection; this is it:T· 
. . . . _·· - . ' ·. 

. . 
. . ·. 

5"' · As· noted abovei one of the. photographs taken in 
Mexico-City_ on 4 October 1963 was introduced into the 
Warreri.Commission·public record. However, it was intro-
duced into that record in two cropped versions. The · . . . . 
Warren Commission· and its staff were made fully aware in·. 
the course of their inquiry at Headquarters and in · . . · 
Mexico City of the origins of the photograph, the· fact·.· 
that we had addftional photographs of the same individual 
taken at different times in Mexico City and on the basis 
of full knowledge of these facts reached their own con­
clusions regarding the irrelevance of the photograph to 
OSWALD and the assassination. 

! . . .· 
6. In fact, we actually hold twelve different photo-

graphs of the Unidentified Individual. Each of these ar~ 
repr~duced in the collected documentation backing up the 
narrative report.(see Items 25- 27). Chief, LA Division, 
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, had indicated in• writing, to Chief I CIOPS, ·.,that he has. no'· 
objection. for Mr. Belin to do_ whatever ·is desired with . 
these photographs at this time.·. It ·should be noted that · 
Mr. Fenst¢rwald in 1971 - 1972 was actually shown, by-
Mr. Hou_ston during a visit to the Agency, two of the · 
twelve_ photographs,_other· than the one already_published 
in the Warren Commission-report. (It is these two that 
he has published in The New York Review of· Books article. 

·which Mr. Belin attaches to his memorandum.) · · 

7. It seems to.me that whoever makes ·a decision on 
whether the entire-matter can be_ fully disclosed at this 
.time should bear. in mind that a subsidiary decision must 
also be made, f. e., whether to crop or _otherwise fuzz up ·· 
the background of the photographs or,. aiternatively,. to · 
publish the entire run of the photographs for the first 
t:i,ine without-taking out_ the background. ·obviously, none 
of these questions.apply.to the passage of this material 
to Mr. Belin and the Rockefeller Commission itself. I 
think they should· see the. entire documentation as it 
stands. Perhaps after that, the question of what_could 
be discUssed and the question of "how?" and ."how much? 11 

could be taken. U:p with Mr. Belin himself." _·My personal 
recommendation is that the more we can say·ahout this. 
matter in.a fully open and final manner, the better off 
we. will be as an Agency. But it 'is my understanding .. 
·that there are still sensitive aspects deriving from the 
fact that .·the operation which produced the photographs · 
was jointly r:m with Mexican liaison and as a consequence 

. publication. at· this time would create additional problems 
at. that level in Mexico. Also·, it should be noted that 
the Ambassador, according to Win Scott's memorandum to 
J. c. King on 22 November· 196_3 (see Item 8 in the backup 
documentation), allegedly-played a direct role'in the 
decision to put t;he photographs into the hands of the-FBI 
in Dallas laterallyfrom the Field. As far as I know, 
there has not been anything published about-this aspect 
at any time in the past nor .have.we had any discussions 
with the State Department about that aspect o:t the matter. 

Attachments: · 
as stated 

'-, 

Raymond G.·Rocca 
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2 May 1975-

. .. . 

The Photo of an Unidentified Individual in the Warren 
Canmi ssion Report: A Factual Chronologi ca 1 Survey'. 

.··.·.· 

REFERENCE:· Memorandum by David W. Belin to Mr. E. Harry Knoche;· 
15 Apri 1 1975 (Attachment A) 

1. Reference memorandum suggests it would be appropriate to· · 

reconsider full disclosure at this time of the circumstancesand factual 

data relative to the SubjecL The purpose of this survey is to pennit a._ 

realist1c evaluation of the suggestion. 

. Background 

2. This ex ami nation and summary of the record concerns a cropped 

photograph ·considered by the President • s Commission on the Assassination 

of President Kennedy (hereinafter cited as the Warren Commission) and·,. 

introduced into evidence as Odum Exhibit No. t·.1 
The photograph_ 

{together with other.s of the same individual) originated fran a highly 

1 · See 
of Pre 

S E C R E T 

As sass i nation·· 
• XX, p. 1. 

- -·.;-·-·. 
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sensitive intelligence operation being conducted in October 1963 by the 

. (!:·F~Tean _secu:rr~t_r_au1f19-r.f_t!·e§~l_aga_i_ns~. the Soviet and Cuban -· 

Embassies in Mexico City. · 
~ ·~ .. 

3. Under the extraordinary press of effort todevelop inionn~tion. 
on the assassin and the assassination, copies· of the photograph. were 

. . ' 

made available by CIA's Mexico Station Chief orithe afternoon of" 

22 November to the local FBI representative, and later that day~-- · 

assertedly on the decision of the Ambassador, copies were conveyed by 
. . . 

an FBI representative by a special fHght ·carried out by the U.S. Naval 
'. . . . I . . . . . . . . . . • .. . · .. · ... ·. . .....•. 

Attache to the Dallas office of the FBI for possible use in the ongoing· 
. . 

.investigation. One photograph, cropped by th~ FBI, ~as shown to 

Mrs. Marguerite OSWALD (-Lee Harvey OSWALD's mother) in Dallas on the 

evening of 23 November 1963 by FBI Agent Bardwell D. ODUM. 

4. The ~Jarren Commission • s report describes the sequence of events · 
. . 

at pp. 364-365 and 667 (Attachment B) which ultimately resulted in 

Mrs. Marguerite OSWALD •s allegation that she had been shown a cropped 

photo of Jack RUBY the day before he murdered her- son. (A further · 

complication compounding this erroneous conclusion was the fact that 

when she had been shown a copy of the same photograph in her appearance 
- .. 

before the Commission, it had been cropped by the FBI in Washington in 

a slightly different manner.) 

5 .. No detail in the Warren Commission report illustrates more 

vividly than this one the difficulties that beset simple truth in the 

2 
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··politi~ized, rigidly deterministic interpretive climate that has been 

· .• - - : ~urtured by the med.ia ·over the· past decade about~ the- Ke-nnedy Assassina­

tion·. _The photograph, acknowledged n~ n~t to be RUBY, has continued to ·· · 

·. ( 
\.: .. 

. preo6cupy ~s~ecialists" and has becane the centeq)i ece of another 
. - . ' 

· · hypothesis that holds OSWALD to have been 11 fr:amed ii by the use of a 

.• double ·in his -activity in Mexico City.2_ 

·. Lee Harvey OSWALD ~ Reporting on Mexico City Stay 
.. • . - • . : . --- . -: =:· 

·- ,· -·- . - 6 . Although in no way related to Lee Harvey OSWALD or his stay in .. 

.. ·.·Mexico City_ from the morning of 27 September 1963 to the morning of 

2 October_ 1963, -at least one set· of photographs of the unidentified man 

originated during OSWALD's stay there. It is important, therefore, to 

an understanding of the acqui siti qn and handling of the photogr~phs by 
. . . . . ~ :. - ' 

the Mexico Station to review what the Station ascertained and did with. 
- .. · . - . - - . . 
. - - - : . 

the information it developed about OSWALD in Mexico City, togeth~r with 

·.Headquarters action on that information. 

7. From· all credible evidence kn<Mn to this time (none, incidentally, 

added since the exhaustively unique work of the Warren Commission), 
. 

Lee Harvey OSWALD spent four (4) full days an~ two (2) partial days·--

. about 116 hours in all--in Mexico City from about 10:00 a.m~ 27 September· 

2 This is the thrust of the article 11The CIA and the Man Who Was Not 
Oswald 11 by Bernard Fensterwald. and George o•Toole in the New York Review 
of Books, a copy of which is attached to reference (Attachment A). 
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1963 to about 8:30 a.m. 2 October 1963. His place of re.sidence·was·a 

small commercial traveler hotel, not frequemted by '1gringo~·~~:..-the ·•· : 

Hotel Commerci o--where he was registered under alias. · Exhaustive· and , · . 
.. 

detailed interviews and interrogation by the Mexican· autl:iodti~s and . 
·.- '· _·.·.· 

the FBI, after the assassination§ established that in the ··recollection of 

all hotel" personnel he left early and returned late each day.of-_his stay._.· 

8. Assuming, and allowing for the fact of late arrival a~d early 

departure, that he slept one-third of the time ofhis stay (38 or 39 

hours)' there remain some 78 hours of activity to be accounted for •... 

Overall,. CIA•s information can account solelY for verybrief periods. 

·during 27, 28 September and. 1 October.·. All coverage by .CIA during the ·· 

entire period was technical. The Station had no iive source· (living· 

. agent) . ~-e:v;e.~'a!g-e-:-e·tther-UJUJ a.ttert:a.J_()t' f~om::..,Mex ican ll_aJ~. 

.. . . 

9. It should be noted that OSWALD was in no sense "under investi-

gation. II None of the facts of his defection and stay in the uss·R and 
. . . . . 

return to the U.S., 1959 -·1962~ were known to Mexico Station files. 

before 10 October 1963, When the bare bones of his l:>i ography were 

forwarded by Headquarters in response to a Station cab led report of 

80ctober which had forwarded, _on a routine basis, what appeared: to be 

a contact by an American for a visa to Cuba in transit to the USSR. This 

was indicated .and deduced from technically acquiredinfonnation on 

1 October, which was the first and only occasion in which OSWALD 

identified himself (partially) by true name. 

4 
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·· 10~ -At notime during his s·tay in MexicoCity did the CIA acquire · 

·.·._:,a. photo of OSWALD. A careful .review· of all coverage, voice. intercept~. 
. . , 

·.as well as photographic, of both: the ·Soviet and Cuban Embassies was 
. . . . - .• 

.. cond~cted by the Statio-n on ·22 and 23 November 1963. after the ass~ssina- .. 

tion, going· back to material~ .from August 1963 .. • It is,t.herefor~~: firm··._· .. 

.· that there was no CIA photo coverage. of OSWALD at any time during his· 
. . .· . . ' . . . 

Mexico trip or stay in Mexico City. Moreover, although it had made a . . . . . . . . . . 

cabled request on 15 October;.ttie Mexi~o Station had no· photo of OSWALD 

i.n its records' nor did it receive one from Headquarters--which did not , 

· have one either--before 22 November 1963. 

11. ~ is intensive review of voice intercept transcripts 

by the monitor and other personnel on the.basis of the l October inter­

cept--which had been reported to Headquarters and disseminated to the 

. interested members of the intelligence community (as an ex-Marine OSWALD . 

was a Navy and FBI case under the Delimitations Agreement, and potenti-ally 

. of i ntere.st to the Department of State)--turned up matches based on 

content with materia 1 s intercepted on 27 and 28 September 1963. · These 

matches were ·reported to Headquarters on 23 November 1963. Analysis 

·based on voice comparison (except for what could be recalled by the 

monitor--and this was not an insignificant element because of.the 

memorably poor Russian spoke by OSWALD) could not be made because the· 
. , 

tapes, in accordance with the normal practice, had been erased and re-used. 
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12 It must be stressed that the voice-intercept and photographic 

coverage was not (and normally is not) processed in 11 realtim~." _The ... 

me~ns of acquisition and the volume of the info~ation precludes anything i. 
but the spot reporting of items judged by the monitor tobe. of.more·than·: 

·.ordinary interest and, therefore, noted in summary logs. Full texts of.· 
. . . - . . . . . . 

·selected items require consultation of the tape and either a full tran- · 

scription or full translation or both. Photo coverage tends to becane , .•. · ... 

av-ailable in quantity lots whichrequires scanni-ng and seJection on a 
. . . 

rapid and ·accelerated basis i.n four or five day 11peaks." One of the 

11 triggers 11 that normally operates to focus and accelerate more speedy­

review and reporting of this kind of raw intelligence is the mention of 

a name. This was precisely what occurred in the second of two conversa- _ · 

tions on 1 October with the Soviet Embassy, during which the speaker said 

he was 11 lee OSWALD. 11 It was this information reported by the Station to 

Headquarters in its first indication on OSWALD on 8 October 1963. 

13. The Mexico Station did one more thing in its 8 October report· 

on lee OS\~ALD based on its 1 October voice intercepts:_· it coupled the 

data with descriptiv_e infonnation it had acquired fran a sensitive_ 

collateral source--a photograph of a male individual, apparently an 

American, who wa:s.observed entering the Soviet Embassy on 1 October.· 

The Station reported this detail on the 8th as a matter ·of coincident· 
. -

fact. The Station did not assert or suggest that the data ded_uced from 

the photo was in fact OSWALD, or indeed, was in any way related to OSWALD. 

6 
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·' . . . . .. 

Lee Harvey OSWALD - CIA· Coverage of· His Mexico City Stay 

.. 14. One additional element of background must be stipulate~ now as 

· the·ffnal--precondition to understanding the relevance {or irrelevance) 
. -~ . . . . . . 

. .· . . . . . . 
/ . . . . . . . . 

. ·'of the photo of the unknown individual placed. in the chain of evidence~. 

·.··.· .. ,_· ··. · .· /··.··on 23 November. in Dallas by· FBI Agent Bardwell ODUM: what was the . 

J totality of CIA Mexico's c~verage of OSWALD's activity as of: the after-.· 

'·•' : ~· J 

. . 

noon of the 23rd when all available coverage had been checked? 

15. The totality of t4exico Station coverage ·on, or reasonably 
. . . 

·inferable to be OSWALD~ consi.sted of five (5) voice intercepts as follows: 

a. 27 September 1963 (Friday), 1605 hotirs Mexico City time. 

·Silvia DURAN, a Mexicannational, a local employee of the Cuban 

· Embassy,. Consular section, a receptionist, speaks with an unkncJ..Jri 

male at the Soviet Embassy. Silvia DURAN tells the man that the. 

American citizen was there, the one who wants a vi sa· for .Cuba on 

his way to the Soviet Union, and he· wants to know with whom he was 

. talking there because· she {Silvia DURAN) had sent him to the Soviet 

Embassy saying that if they accepted him and gave him a visa, then 

the Cubans (Embassy). would also giv.:: him a. visa without further 

paper work, only advising Irrnnigration in Cuba. The American, she 

says, wants to know with whom he had ta 1 ked there because he· says . 

he was told there would be no problem. The man in the Soviet 

Embassy says to wait a moment. A different Soviet speaks, and 

7 
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Silvia DURAN explains the same thing to him. This man says to­

·.- leave a name and telephone number and. says he wi 11 ca 11 back .. 

Silvia DURAN gives the telephone 11-28-47 (Cuban C-on~ulate). -

She. also takes advantage of the conversation and states she has 

moved and wants to advise the Soviet Embassy of her change of 

-.address so that- she can receive the Soviet Embas-sy'-s Bulletin. 
. . . - . . 

The man says to call KOUKHARENKO to give her new address, then he 

asks the name of the Consul or Cultural Attach~. Silvia DURAN says 
. . .·. 

the name is Teresa PROENZA and the telephone number is 14-13-26. -

The man says thanks . 

b. 27 September 1963 (Friday), 1626 hours Mexico City time~ 

An unidentified male, a Soviet, calls the Cuban Consulate, asks 

Silvia DURAN if the American had been there. Silvia DURAN says he 

is there now~ The Soviet says the American showed paperS from-the--· 

Consulate in Washington, that he wants to go to the Soviet Union -
--· 

and be there for a long time with his wife, who is Russian, but 

. the answer has not come from Washington in respect to this prob 1 em; 

and according to this procedure it takes four or five months, but.· 

without having permissi·on fran the Soviet Union they should ask,. or 

better said, they cannot issue a vi's a there \'lithout asking Washing- -

ton. However, according to this man, he showed a letter indicating 

he was a member of an organization in favor of Cuba and that the 

Cubans said that they cannot issue a visa without his having a visa 

8 
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for .the Soviet Union; and now he (the Soviet) does not kn~ what t~ 

.. do with him (the Ame~i can) • because they have to: 'wait for an ~~s~e~. ~ .... 
·.· .. · · __ - -: _. 

from Washington~. 

Silvia DURAN ag~ees the sa~e problem exists w-Ith .th~ Cubans, 

that the problem with him (the American) is that he does not· know 

anyone in Cuba and therefore if that is true it wi 11 be difficuit' 

for him to get a visa for Cuba, because he was thinking -of proces-: 

sing his visa (for the Sovj~t:Union)~ because he knew it would ' 

require waiting a long time for. his vis-a to the Soviet ·Unio·n while 
. . 

in Cuba, and fran there go to the Soviet Un1on~ The Soviet said 

the thing is that if his wife.right now were in Washington she · 

would receive her visa right now; or permission, frorri the Soviet 

Union, to return to her country, she is.·goingto receive her visa in 

Washington but having this visa~she could·canmunicate to any plcice 

this pennission, for example here ·or any place she could receive it 

(visa or pe~ission), but right now they do nothavethem. 

Silvia DURAN. says certainly and they cannot give a letter either 

because they do not know if the vi·sa will be approved. The Soviet 

says he cannot give a letter or recommendation either because he.··. 

dees not know him (the American) and asks to be excused for 
. . .· 

bothering her. Silvia DURAN says that is all right and many thanks. 

c. 28 September .1963 (Saturday), 1151 hours Mexico City time. 

Si lvta DURAN calls the USSR Embassy and talks to an unidentified 
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Soviet. She says that in the Cuban Embassy there is a North .· 
. . . '• . . . .· 

. : American who was. at the Soviet Embassy. The Sovi et.says wait a 
; .·; 

minute .. Silvia. DURAN speaks Engl.ish with someone--and ·comments in 

. Spanish :that they gave APARICIO telephone 14-12-99 and to take the 

.·. number down--Silvia DURAN then says the American Citizen i.s going 

to.talk with you, Le., the Soviet. The American fi.rst spea~s 

Russiim and the Soviet speaks English. They continue in English.· 

The American talks broken Russian and says I was in your Embassy and 

spoke to your Consul. Just a minute. A Soviet takesthe phone and 
. . . 

·asks the American in English what does he want? The Jlrnerican· says 

please speak Russian. The Soviet says what else doyou wa.nt? The 

American says I was just now at your Embassy and they took my 

address .. The Soviet says I know. that. The Jlrnerican, in hardly 

. recognizable Russian, says I did not know it then. I went to the 

Cuban Embassy to ask them for my address, because they have it. 
. . . . 

•· .. The Soviet says why don•t you caine again and leave your address 

with us, it is not far from the Cuban Embassy. The Americ~n says 

I'll be there right away. 

d. _ 1 October 1963 (Tuesday), 1031 hours Mexico City time. 

An unknown male (American) calls the Soviet Embassy, the Military 

Attache's number, 15-69-87, and says to an unidentified Soviet. 

respondent: I was at your place last Saturday and talked to your 

Consul. They said that they would send a telegram to Washington, 
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and· I wanted to ask you if there. is anything new? . The· Sci\tJet _says· . - .. 
.. ·,· 

I would like to askyou to call another phone m.imber? Pleas~· write ..... 

·.it down:. 15-60-55, and ask for a consuL· Thank you. :.: ..... 
. . · .. 

: .:·.: . 

e. 1 October 1963 (Tuesday), l 045 hours Mexico Cit,Y time. '·'· 

The same ·person who phoned a day. Of'. so ago· and Spoke .. i·n broken 

.Russian speaks toOBYEDKOV (a Soviet Embassy guard). He says:_· . 

·': \ 

This is Lee OSWALD speaking. I was at your place last Saturday and 
·. . . . .. ·. '· . 

spoke. to a consul, and they said that they would se~d. a telegram to 
. : . . . . . . . . . . .· 

:':·. _.·· 

Washington, so. I. wanted to find out if you have anything new?· B_Lit: ... 

I don•t renenber. the name of that consul. OBYEDKOV says: · KOSTIKOV. · 

He is dark (hair or skin - ?:) • OSWALD says yes. My name is ·oswALD. 

OBYEDKOV says, just a minute, 1'11 find out. They say that they 

have not received anything yet. OSWALD says: · Have they done · . 
. . . 

anything? OBYEDKOV says: Yes, they say that a request has been 

sent out;, but nothing has been received as yet. OSWALD says, and .· 
what ••• ? OBYEDKOV hangs up. 

16. Each of these itens, including the texts of the ·raw intercepts; 
. . . . . : . . 

were read by, discu-ssed with, and examined by Warren Commission staffers . 

in Headquarters and at the Mex·ico Station during a stay from 8 - 13 April 

1964. 3 All were made available promptly to. the FBL 

3 The Warren Coomission group that visited the Mexico Station consisted 
of Mr. Coleman, Mr. Slawson, and Mr. \~illens. They examined not only the 
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. 11~ ·.Summing up, we can state, or by free interpretation reasonably 

inf~r froril the. ·intercept evidence~ that OSWALD made or could· have made-
. . . . . . . . - . . . . . 

the following . contacts. with the Cuban and Soviet off ida 1. establishm~nts . 

i i1 M ex i c a· C i ty . , · -

a.· 27 September 1963 ·(Friday). After arrival and ched(-in to 
. . . 

his ·hotel, OSWALD wentfi~st to the: Cuban Embassy where he talked 

with Mrs. • Silvia DURAN. The time of his first Cuban Embassy visit 

fs unknown. -The time ~f his s:econdCuban Embassyvisitwas.a~out 
·1600. hours (f.e., just before closing). · Sometime between the two 

.. · -. .- . . . . 

. Cuban Embassy visits; at Mrs. DURAN's i-ndication,. he must have 

visited the Soviet Embassy .. We have no indication who he talked 

. with at the Soviet Embassy. 

i i1tercepts a - e above, but others for the 27th and one for 3 October 
that seemed to have r.elevance. These have not been included in this 
summary because they -appear, on review, to be excludable fran the OSWALD 
matter on logical or substantive grounds, or both, bearing in m·ind that 
the SovietEmbassy .received many calls pertaining to visa matters. 

On the 27th at ·1037 hours. the Soviet Embassy received a call fran 
an unknoWn individual speaking Spanish who said he wanted visas .to go to . 

·Odessa. He was told the Consul was not in and to call back at 1130 •. 
OSWALD is· knoWn to have arrived at the Flecha Roja bus terminal on bus 
#516 at circa 1000 hours on the 27th. It was, therefore, possible for 
him to have made. this ca 11. But granting this, it is unreasonable to · 
believe the calls were·osWALD's for the following reasons: 

a. The caller wanted visas, and specifically for Odessa. 
OSWALD was seeking a visa and never in any context did he specify 
the Black Sea port of Odessa as a destination. · 

.12 



13-00000 

-;: 

... ~-;1 . 
:-·<~i·· 

.-·: . 
.I 

l i . . , . 
..• i .. 
":>'i· 

i , .. 

.. •. -~ -

'•. ',. 

( 
\._ .·· 

SECRET 

.·- - :·:·: ~ . . : 

There was no photographic coverage of OSWALD's entries - . ~ - : 
.. ·· .. 

into either the Cuban or Soviet Embassies on the 27th. ·. The :lac;k of· 
. ._ ... 

coverage on the Cuban ·installation is explainable: _the cimtera, .·. · . ":,· 
, .. 

based on the recollection of officers still in servic~·in Head-
. '. ; ·-:. . . 

. quarters, was down on the 27th because of mechanical malfunction; .. 
. . ·· 

.. ·-. _'. which was in course of correction~ Why OSWALD was miss·e~· :in: his :.·-- . 
:··· .. ·. 

probable entry to the Soviet -Installation on the 27th is 'not. yet. 
·:.; . 

. . 

explained, but no technical operation of that kind is infallible .•.... 

. b. 
·. . ' . . - . : ·.-. ~ ' 

Both the Cuban and . .. . 28 September 1963 (Saturday}. [Note: 

Soviet .Embassies were closed to the public on Sat~rdays. Phot~ ': .···. 

graphic coverage was normally suspended Saturdays and Sundays.] 

,. ·.: . ~ . . . 

. : .. ·:" 

'b. The· call was directed to the correct Soviet consular 
number: 15-60-55. On 1 October, OSWALD first Called the wrong 
number·, 15-69-87 (the MA's number}, and had to redirect his call to·.· 
the correct number, 15-60-55. It seems un·likely he· would have made·.·. 
what wqu ld have been his i ni ti a 1 ca 11 , on Friday the 27th, to the 
correct number, and called the incorrect number on 1 October. · 

c .. There is every reason to believe from the ~ontext of the 
intercepts, para 15, a-e above, that OSWALD's fi~st destination .· 
after arrival and check-in to his hotel, was a visit to the Cuban 

. Embassy. 

d .. The use of the Spanish language would exclude OSWALD unless. 
he made use of an intermediary, which seems unlikely from what is. 
known of his modus operandi. 

On 3 October at 1539 hours an i ndividua 1 speaking broken Spanish, 
then ·English, called the Soviet Embassy and asked for a visa. The. Soviet 
respondent says: Ca 11 on the other phone. · The requestor sa.ys: I •m · 
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-":. .··· 
;-_ 

-··OSWALD, notwithstanding the: holiday s-chedule-,: went on Saturday·-

morning to- th~·spviet Embassy (his second visit} where he __ ~poke_ to . 

. ·a Consu'l ~, He apparently could ·no_t _;recall- his~ ne~ Te~~~---~ddress. · .. · · · 
~ . . . . . . . ··: . . ··. . . ' ·. . . 

.··--. 

At cj rca 1151 -hours :he went to·_ the Cuban Embassy-~his ·th-i"ro entry--
. . " . . .. . ' . . . . . ~ ; ._. . . -:: 

' '... • >- • ~ • 

where he had registered it in his visa application the· daY: · 

· ·. -.the Soviet Consulate presumab-ly to ·penn{t h.imto give them 'the .-
-. . . . . . .. .. . . . .. ·'. . -

·· .. 

address over the phone. Instead, the Soviet w_ith whom ·as·WALD spoke 
.·:-. 

.. ·over Mrs. DURAN's .telephone invited OSW~U) -to cane back in-person, 

· ·: and he s,.aid he .would _immediately.;_ Presumably, thereupon OSWALD went 

back to the Soviet i nsta 11 ati on (his third entry) .. · 
·',_ 

.... ·-:-:: 

. ,::· 

looking for a viSa to ·go to Russi a. The Soviet says: _ Please ca 11 on the 
telephone of the Consul, 15-60-55. The requestor_says·: One mcment · ._ .. · 
please, I'll have to get a pencil to write the number down. They issue 
the visa there? The Soviet:·_ That depends on·yaur .. conversation .. I don't 
know about this business. ·The requestor asks for the number again. The 
Soviet gives him the number and tells him to ask for the Consul of the 
Soviet Embassy in Mexico. · · 

. . . 

The relevance of this intercept to OSWALD is excludable on three 
· grounds: 

a. ·The use of broken Spanish. OSWALD throughout used bro-ken 
Russian or English. He had no competance in Spanish tq handle a 
conversation of this k1 nd. ·· 

. b.· The substance of the request indicates a visa request in 
the first stages of initiation. OSWALD had developed his matter 

-with the Cubans and the Soviets the previous Saturday to a point 
. well beyond the stage indicated by the substance of this call. 

14 
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c. 29 September 1963 (Sunday). No activity registered. 

d." 30 September 1963 (Monday) •. No activity registered. 

(It is known that OSWALD reserved space this date on ~:Me~ico City-.·.·· 

· ··Loredo bus, departing 2 October 1963 at· 0830 hours.) 

e. 1 October 1963 (Tuesday). OSWALD -made at least two calls, 

at 1031 and 1045 hours, to the Soviet Embassy. He identified himself. 

twice during the second call when he talked with OBYEDKOV--a guard-:-

• .and r·eferred to his talk on Saturday,· probably with KOSTIKOV. There · 

· was no photographic coverage of OSWALD on 1 October; if the follow­

ing reasoning is correct, thatwas as it should be. From the context 

of the two calls, there would have been no reason for him to go to 

·the ·Embassy. His case had clearly been placed at the sufferance of 

the USSR Embassy in Washington. HiS two calls on 1 October were 

concerned with whether any reply had been received from Washington. 

· Under those circumstances, it is unreasonaQ le to believe OSWALD 

would have gone to the Soviet Embassy on that date. 

18. The camera at about mid-day registered the entry into the 

Soviet Embassy of a ·white-shirted individual who, in the opinion of the 

c. OSWALD had left Mexico City, based on all the credible 
evidence, the early morning of the previous day, 2 October, and 
could not have made this local call: 
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Station, among all the· persons photographed that day, appeared. to be the .: 

onl.Y person--a non-Latin, and possibly an American--who enteredth~ Sovi.et/, 

installation.· On the chance therecould be an·associatio~betw~e.nth~ .·· .' ... 
. . . . . .· . ·' .-· 

identification data derived fran the voice intercept. and the descriptive : .· . 

· data derived fran the photogr~ph, the Station~eported the two element~ 
,. ': · .. 

as separate facts. in its cable to Headquarters on $ October.· 

.19. The Station's action was not unusual and.really amounted to.an 

analytic "quantum leap," justified by the ... primitive a~d initiatory status 
·:. ·. 

of the OSWALD i dentifi cation. f·1any ex amp 1 es. of as imi l(lr·. kind of thing · .•• · · : 

·can be found in the day-to-day record of Station-Headquarters correspon~· · 

de nee and reporting. 

DE;!ve 1 opments fran 8 October - 22 November 1963 

. .. . . . . 
. . . 

20. Mexico Station reported to Headquarters on 8 October. (received in 

·.Headquarters 9 October) the following initial information 'o~ OSWALD.4 

(l) On 1 October 1963, an American male \'lho spoke·· 

broken Russian and said his name Lee OSWALD.(phonetic), 

stated he was at SovEmb on 28 September \'lhen he spoke 

4 Cablese has been rendered here, and throughout, into readable English, 
without substantive changes or omissions. Cryptonyms and pseudonyms 
have been emitted or put into clear texL 
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with a consul whan he believed to be Val_eriy_ .. 

Vl adimi rovi ch KOSTI KOV. Subject asked the .Soviet 
. . 

OBYEDKOV upon checking said nothing had been 

received yet,- but the request had been sent. 

(2f Mexico Station said it had photos of .a male 

·who appeared to be an. American enteri rig . the Soviet 

· Embassy· at ·1216 hou-rs,. leaving· 1222 on 1 O~tober •. 

. Apparent age 35, ath1eti c build, circa 6 feet, 

receding ha~_rline, balding top. i~ore khakis and 

sport shirt. 

(3) No local dissemination was being made by the 

. Stati.on. 

21. On 10 October 1963 at 2012Z time the WH Division responsible . 
. . . 

for action disseminated this report to the Department of State, the FBI, 

and the Navy- Department by routine electrical transmission, adding sane. 

collateral details drawn·fran a preliminary file review: 

(1} On 1 October 1963 a reliable and sensitive 

source in Mexico reported that an American rna le, 

who identified himself as Lee OSWALD, contacted 

the Soviet Embassy in Mexico City inquiring 
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whether the Embassy had received any news con­

cerning a telegram which had been sent to 

Washington. The American was described as 

. approximately 35 years old, with an athletic 

·build, about6 feet tall, with a "receding" 

hairline. 

(2) It is believed that OSWALD may be identical 

to Lee Henry [sic] OSWALD, born on 18 October 1939. 

in New Orleans, Louisiana, a former U.S. Marine 

who· defected to the Soviet Union in October 1959 

. and later made arrangements through the United 

States Embassy in Moscow to return to the United · 

States with his Russian-born wife, Marina 

Nikolaevna PUSAKOVA [sic] and their child. 

(3). The infonnation in paragraph (l) is being . 

disseminated to your representatives in Mexico City. 

Any further i nfonnati on received on this subject 

will be furnished you. This infonnation is being 

made available to the Immigration and. Naturalization 

Service.· 

~- : .. 

- - ~ .. -... 

. . ···. 

22 .. Although the· reaction of the Headquarters desk was 11 by the 

book'i and in good time, there were a number of errors in this advisory 

to the departments which, on the record, were concerned with the OSWALD 

case: 
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a. OSWALD's middle name was misgiven: .. _ "Henry 11 for Harvey. 
. . : . . . 

The r·easo~ for this ~is'take is simplicity itself. The sheet opening 

the file on OSWALD _on 9 December 1960 had be·en erroneously inscribed ... 

"OSWALD, lee Heriry. 11 
· Th(lt .sheet--unchanged except for .the notation of 

. . . . . . . . 

the error--is still the first sheet in" the OSWALD file ... 
. . ·. . .· . .·.. . . ., ·_._-' .... : 

b. His w1fe's maiden ni;ime was misspelled: 11 PUSAKOVAu for PRUSAKOVA~ 

. . . 

Neither of these errors :~re significant (though they persist in the 

Headquarters ccmmunicati~ns throughout the month) .. More important was: 

c. Paragraph (2) of the Mexico Station's report, which dealt with 

. a concurrent, but separate, phenomenon, the description of an individual 

observed going into and out of the Soviet Embassy, had been locked on to 

lee OSWALD as an alleged descriptive fact. · The Station's qualification, 

11 appeared to be an American, 11 was transformed in the flat designation ·of 

the unidentified individual as 11The ·Jirnedcan. 11 
-

. . . . . 

. There can be no question that this misreading of the Mexico Station report · · 
. . 

was an analyst's error which escaped detection in the coordination before 

release: the descriptive details attributed to OSWALD were so far off the 
. . 

mark as to be immediately recognizable as such by the recipients in Head-

quarters, among whom both the Navy and FBI had photos of OSWALD. (In parti a 1 

explanation, if not exculpation, b~ it recalled that as of that mcment CIA 

had ·no photograph of OSWALD in Headquarters or in Mexico City to refer to.} 

23. Confirmation of this judgment is provided by the contents of 

the cable composed by the same analyst and sent as- of 2209Z time (two 

hours later) to Mexico Station, referencing its 8 October cable: 

19 
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(1) Lee OSWALD who called SovEmb l October 

probably identical lee Henry [sic] OSWALD born 

18 October l939,Ne\'10rleans·. Louisiana, former 

radar operator in United States Marines who 

defected to USSR in October 1959. OSWALD is· 
. . . 

five feet ten i riches, one hundred sixty five 

pounds, light brown wavy hair, blue eyes. 

(2) On 31 October. 1959 he. attempted to renounce 

hi~ United States citizenship to the United States 

Embassy: in Moscow, i ndi cati ng he had applied for . -
- -

--Soviet .citizenship. On _13 February the US Embassy 

Moscow received an undated letter from OSWALD 

postmarked Minsk on 5 February 1961 in which sub­

ject indicated he desired return of his US passport 

as he wished to return to USA if !'we could come 

to some agreement concerning the dropping of any 

legal proceedings against me. 11 On 8 July on his 

own initiative he appeared- at the Embassy with 

his wife to see about-his return to States. 

Subject stated that he actually had never applied 

for Soviet citizenship and that his application 

at. ·that time had been to remain in USSR and for a 

temporary extension of his tourist visa pending 
- -

outcome of his request. ·This application, according 

to OS~JALD, contained no reference to Soviet 
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citizenship. OSWALD stated that he had been 

employed since 13 January 1960 in Belorussian 

radio and ·tv ·factorY in Minsk ~1here he worked .... 

as a metal worker in research shop.· OSt~ALD was.· 

married on 30 April 1961 to Marina Ni kolaevmi. 

PUSAKOVA [sic], a dental technician born .H ~uly · 

1941, USSR. No Headquarters traces. He 

attempted to arrange for his wife to joi;n him in 
. . 

Moscow so she could appear at Embassy for visa 

interview .. His American passport was returned 
. . . : 

to him. ·US Embassy Moscow stated twenty months · ·. 

of realities of life in Soviet Union had clearly 

had a maturing effect on OSWALD~ 

(3) ·. Latest Headquarters infonnation was an FBI. 
. . 

report dated May 1962 saying the FBI had deter-: . 

. mined OSWALD is still a US citizen and both he 

and his Soviet. wife have exit pennits.and 

.Department of State had given app.roval f·or their 

travel with their infant child to USA. 

(4) The Station should pass the infonnation of 

reference [its 8 October cable] and paragraph (l) . 

above to the Embassy, the FBI, the Navy, and I&NS 

locally. The infonnation given above as 
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paragraphs {2) and (3) originated with the F.BI . 

. . (5) Reference and possible identi fi cation 

being disseminated to Headquarters of FBI, Stat~, · 

. Navy,. and I&NS. · Please keep .Headquarters · 

advised on any further contacts or positive 

i denti fi cation of ·oswALD. 

24. Headquarters feedback to Mexico City of OSWALD•s.correct .· 

_description should have been sufficient, in v.iew of the incongruities 

.··.with the details deduced.fr~ the- photo of the unidentified m~le~ to 

·keep these two matters apart as investigative facts.· But things did not 

work out that way . 

25. Mexico Stati.on on 15 October 1963. asked Headquarters to 

"please pouch a photo ·of OSWALD... Headquarters electrically delivered 

·.to the Department of·the Navy the following message on- 24 October 1963 • 

•.•Lee Henry [sic] OSWALD ~ · 

. II It is requested that you forward to this office 

as soon as possible two copies of the most recent· 
. ' . 

. photograph you have of subject .. We will. forward 

them to our representa~ive in Mexico, who will 

attempt to determine if the lee OSWALD in Mexico 

City and subject are the same i ndividua 1. 11 
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No photo had been received by CiA by 22 November 1963. 
. .. -. ·. 

26. \vithin its limitations and capabilities, MexiGo Statidn;·had 
·:_._ .. 

··done all it could to comply with Headquarters ·instructions:> 

a. Headquarters had been alerted, and in tum those agenci~s. 
. . . 

with an investigative or policy interest inOSWALDas anAmericim . 

in the United States, __ had been alerted~ both in Washington ~md ·in 

the .field . 

. . b. Mexico Station had no further contacts by OSWALD to report 

because--as it was ultimately ascertained-.,-he had left Mexico City 

on 2 October.· 

c. OSWALD was not an Agency investigative responsi bi.llty, in . 

any case. Even with a photograph, it would have taken very spedcq 

efforts, triggered by the other interested U.S. agenci.es, to have 

made a positive ident-Ification in view of OSWALn•s hotel registra­

tion u.nderalias. 

There the matter rested until mid-day 22 November 1963 . 

The Inserti6n of the Photo of the Unidentified Individual int~ the 

Chain of Evidence 

27. On 22 November 1963 the Mexico Station cabled Headquarters at 

2229Z time after learning of the arrest of Lee H. OSWALD, age 24, 
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earlier -~essages of B-9 and 15 October· an~ ·Headquarters •: reply o·f ··: · '· 
., . . .. ·· 

10 October. The. Station requested by: . 

,_·:..: .·. 
' ' I .. ~ 

~ ·. ' . . 
11 pr,fority pouch a:. photo of OSWALD ·so thatS~ation 
can check all recent cover-age for OSWALD .. ··. Forward-· · 

... •' ··_.·_ .···.· .· 

. . ' . . . 

· ing soonest copies of·only visitor to Soviei Embassy 
. . 

on 1 October .who could be identical with OSWALD. 11 
· 

' . ·. . . . . ·.··.·. .· ·' . . ·.·. 

28. · It is ·clear that Mexico Stat{on had forgotten that accord}ng 

.to its own camn.unicati on the. unidentified rna le in the photo· was· of 

11apparent age 35 11 and. that the. accurate description _of OSWALD forwarded· 

. (.· .· by Headquarters on 10 October precluded the identity with OSWALD of .the 

person whom they regarded as the 110nly visitor to the Soviet Embassy on 

. 1 October .who could be ident1cal. u · 

29. The Station meanwhile had begun an exhaustive and accelerated 

review of all its technical.and photographic intell igem:e. A dispatch 

was prepared in accordance withthe indication given in the cable of 

22 November; cited in paragraph 25 above. The dispatch noted that 
. ~ 

photo coverage_ of the unidentified individual had turned up on 4 and 
. . 

15 October at the Soviet and Cuban Embassies, respectively. The text 

of the 22 November 1963 pouched dispatch read: . 

11 1. Attached are copies of the only photographs 

·obtained •· .. on 1 October 1963 which appeared 

24 

. ... _.~ -



13-00000 

·c: 

. ···- .... · '; 

. •I ', 

.·1 
i . 

. '· 
. ! ' 

·i 
•• f • 

- ·: .· . . ' J. 
. . . . I . 

. ,· 
J 

.·> : :'· :_~~i . 

•.. J· 

:! 

--c·· ... .... 
:·: ... 

( 
· .. 

·'- ·, 

) 

SECRET 

.. -.. 
> ' 
\ . I 

to be an Anetican~ This same man visited the 
' . . . . . . . 

· . Embassy on 4 October 1963. 
.· ·,-.: :· 

~- ·, . . 

... : .·. ~ ; ' .· . 

.-_; ., .... . ;; .. -·: 

·:·-··: 

--~~:_-~:.: > . / ... 
. :...,·_, 

. : . ; 

Copies of these photographs were shown· to the. ,, · :~. · : ·: .. ··.· ,. 
. '. " . 
. . . . : . . 

U.S •. Ambassador on 22 November .1963 and. a· copy .of·' 

·each of the two photographs was giVen to Chief FBI,: ' 

Mexico, on that date .... 
. .-:.:·' 

,·, 
. up • S • Photographs dated 15 October 1963 were·.· ': ~~ / .... -: . .-<--

: . . :_:' . ·,. ._ . :- ~ .. . . 

: . -~- .. : -~: : inserted after typing of dispatch.· These were .. ;: 

. -· ... : .. := .- . 

taken as [the] person entered the Cuban Embassy.'• " .·. 
- ... ~. 

,'·· 

Attached were eight photographs: four (of which two were marked 

1 October on reverse) showing the individual in a white shirt, and four 

.(unmarked on reverse) showing the individual in a black.stdrt·. lt · 

·•· would seem ·to be. logical that the word 11Sets 11 was probably ~·ittedfrom 
·paragraph two of the dispatch between the words '1tw0 11 .~nd 11 photographs~ 11 

. 30. That the Station was working under forced draft. is cl~arly 
.. 

apparent from the text of the dispatch, which tacked on a material fact 
. - . . . 

·as. a postscript. Ttlat fact was reported simultaneously by cable· to · 

Headquarters at 0053Z time, 23 November:. 

11 1. Mexico Station has photos same unidentified 

American type·who is possibly OSWALD entering 

Cuban Embassy on 15 October. Searching fqr 
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· possibility. photo-documented entry Cuban Embassy. 

· other days. 
I . ·. -: 

.. --;. 

"2. ·Also attempting establish OSWALD entry and · · 

departure Mexico~ •i ·:,· :·' 

·. -.. . 

· 31. H~adquarters, at 0136Z time, 23 November 1963;. asked Mexico 

· St~tion to send a staff memb.er with all photographs to ·Headqua.rters on 

the next available flight. 
·. . . . - ·- . . 

. : . . . . .. . 

32. Concurrently with or before the. fo~egoing cables to Hea9quarters, 
' . ' 

.the Chief of.Station, Mexico City, had spoken directly by double":'talk 
. : ~ . 

. . . . . . 

telephone· with the Western Hemisphere Chief of Division, Mr·. J. C. KING, 

and secured pennissi on to give copies of the photographs of the uni den-
I 

·tified individual to the legal Attache and to make them known to. the 

Pmbassador. 

33. · What happened next is best reflected in a personal note b~ the 
. . . . 

. Chief of Station to the WH Divis ion Chief, mailed to the latter fran 
. I , 

Dallas, together with copies of the photographs. by the Legal Attaches 
. . . 

representative who delivered them to the FBI in that city. 

"22 November 1963 

"Dear J. C. [KING]: · 

"Reference is made to our conversation of 22 November 
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in which I requested permission to give __ the -l~gal· ·:. · 
. -~-: . . . 

... 
.. 

. Attache copies of photographs of a certai11 person· .. -
·.··•• f• .... 

. ·~' ' 

. . 

who is known to you· .. 
,._ 

..... :- ' ~ . . . ; 

': ... 

•iAttached are copies of each of the photo·g~~phs .· ::: :• · · .· ... ·. 
~-- : ·; 

we have with the dates of the visits stim1ped_ on· . . 
·-.:.· __ · .. ·. _ ... · 

the back. 
•' . : ~ . 

· ... . .. . 

11At 6 p.m. Mexico time on 22 November, The J!mba~- ', .. '_ 
: .· . 

sador decided that this was important ·enough to:.·· 

have a member of the legal Attache's office· take · ·_ _ :. 
•: :._· ·. :.·· 

. · ....... 

copies of these pictures to Dallas~ Texas._ The . '·. 

Naval Attache is making a special flight fram 

Mexico City for this purpose. ~~~_legal Attachers 

officer who is going to Dallas has promised to 

mail this material to you form~. 

11Copies of these photographs. are also being sent' 

by pouch which will leave Mexico City on the 

night of 22 November 1963 . 

. 
"Best wishes . 

11 Wi n [SCOTT]" 

' . ~ . ' ... 

.. 
According to a sidelined comment on this letter, the legal Attache's 

officer was Eldon RUDD. 

27 

S E C R E T 

.·. 
.·· 

:- .: . .. 



13-00000 

. . ( 
\..·.·.·. 

c 

...... .., .... 
S E C R E T 

34. The decision to remit the photographs to the FBl·in Oailas 

had been. made by the Ambassador, according to the Chief of S~atfon~ .. ~ho . 
:sim-ultaneously with the FBI agent•s depatture repo;tedto He.ad-~uartJr-S·· _:, .. •···: 

by cable (0244Z time, 23 November): : .. 
, .. 

11 FBI agent left here 2000 local time with two copie~ .: ... 

each of six photos of a person suspected to be 
. . . . . 

OSWALD, on a special flight for Dallas·.- He· is 

carrying envelope with one copy .each photo for 

ainnail special fran Dallas toJ._ C. KING at • 

home as per telephone conversation with SCOTT. 

... ·.. . -~ . :_ 

. . . ' . . ' 

One copy ·of each of these photos plus a·copy of. 

each of the photos showing the same person exiting 

.the Cuban· Embassy -forwarded by memorand1,.1m leaving _·,_ 

by regular pouch tonight. In view of·above does 

Hqs still wanta staffer with additional photo(s)? .. " 

· 35. Headquarters. responded two hours 1 ater, 0422Z time, . 

. 23 November 1963, cancelling its request: 

11 l. · No need send staffer with photos~ We have 

asked Navy for photos again, but Mexico can see 

OSWALD 1 s picture soonest on the press wire. 

11 2. Have just re-:-emphasi zed to FBI Headquarters 

the sensitivity of photos you are sending and also 
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relaying names of travelers with similar names . 

Note radio ·says OSWALD lived under alias of 

0. H. lEE. 11 
· 

'· .. 

. ·. '.:. ·. 

·.:' 

.· · 36. On the 23rd at l729Z time, Headquart~rs advised Mexico City: , 

11The FBI says that the photos of the man · 

entering the Soviet fmbassy .which Mexico · 

Station sent to Dallas were not of lee OSWALD. 

Presume Mexico Station has double...:checked 

dates of these. photos and 1s also· checking ·an 

pertinent photos for possible shots of OSWAlDa" · · 

37. And at this point, 2048Z time, 23 November~ Mexico Station 

finally agreed: 

usaw photos of lee OSWALD on television night of 

22 November and it obvious photos· sent to Dallas 

were not identi. ca 1 with Lee OSWALD he l,d in Da 11 as. 

Dates are as given on photos. 

11Mexico Station is reviewing· all available photos 

of persons entering Soviet and Cuban Embassies. II 

38. Two hours later (2254Z time, 23 November 1963) the Station had 

reported the results of its effort to review all available coverage: 
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·. 
11 Comp lete recheck of photos of a.11 visitors to . 

'. .· .. : ~-: :·. . . . '-:. 

. .·_. . .; ·_ . ' . -_ . . _- .· .. _· . 

Cuban Embassy from August through first. half of 
. :-:-- ·-:-" 

. November against good press. phot~s .shows no .• 
evidence of OSWALD visit. Si~ilar blank ~~ainst •· 

. . : ~. . . _: ·. . '- . . ". . . -~ . 
:._' ·_. ·:. ~ ·. . . . . 

. . 

all Soviet Embassy photos 'from 1 September. .:-._ :·. __ .: 

Note, .only vi sit we know he made to Cuban Embassy 

28 September~ Saturday, on which Embassy closed 

and we had not had. coverage . . . ." 
. · . . . . 

·: .. ; ___ . 

;, .· 

39. With this communication the matter of the 11 Uni.dentified 

individual 11 reaches the end of Phase I, the key element of whichis the ..... ,. 
. . .. 

conviction' at first 1 atent, then expressed' that the photographed .. · 

individual might be identical with OS~IALO. This applies especially to 

the Station, though at a certain point even Headquarters moved no· 

rebuttal despite the hard fact that the description of OSWALD and the 

unidentified individual were quite disparate. 

40. This review has attempted to deal even-handedly with all items 

· in the case record that have a bearing on what happened. ·· The operational · 

zeal, i nnovativeness·, and the high committment of all involved, 

especially in Mexico City, speaks for itselL Equally apparent-;.. 

because of the 20/20 advantage of hi ndsi ght--i s the evidence of · 

non-performance. It was a critical failure, for ·example, thatno photo 

of OS~JALD was made available--though it was expressly requested both at 

Headquarters and by the field--or that it was not more aggressively· 
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sought by CIA, before 22 November. A photograph of OSWALD. would have. 
·.·-:· 

obviated~-in a way the mere possession.of. a correct 'physical descrip1:-ion .. 

~vidently could not-:--the whole successive _deteriorati.onof w~t began 1n. 
. . . . 

Mexico City ·as an _impress i.onistic _selection of the photograph ori. . -··:·: .. ··;· .. ·. 

1 October 1963 into a cause celebre today. 
·. . . . . . . 

·· 40. ·It should be clear :f~om thi~ factual· survey that never had 
. . 

there been a cause celebre with less intrinsic m_erit. It is equally 
. '· . . . . .· 

-. . .. 

· clear from the ·facts themselves that there was. nothing contrived or 

conspired in what happened, unless _we- have now descended to that point. 
. . . 

. in human values achieved under_STALIN' in t.he USSR and under HITLER in 
. . ~ . . . . 

G~nnany, where just ·a · plain mistake is per ·se evidence of consp.iracy •. : 

· The Genesis and Development of Odum Exhibit No~ 1 and· 

Commission Exhibit 237 

· 41. _ Specia 1 Agent of the FBI, Bardwell D. OOUM, on 23 November 

1963 showed one of the six photos 'flown up fran Mexi~o City the previous· 

day to OSWALD's mother, Marguerite OSWALD~- ODUM himself had trimmed off 

the background by straight cuts .. Mrs. OSWALD had no recognition of the 

image in the photograph. ODUW s own detailed account may .be found in 

Hearings, op cit,' VoL XX~ p._ 268. 

42. The photograph shows the unidentified individual in a .black 

shirt. It was one of the five photos taken of him in front of the Soviet 
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Embassy in Mexico City on 4 October 1963, two days after OSWALD had . 

left the citY. . ., 
·.· .. · · __ ;-_._ 

. :.~- ·._ -. . ·--~ :-·: _.::· : 

43. At this point, for the record, the total ava.ilable photo .···. 
. '> --.·~ '·. ~ 

. ·, _·: 

coverage of the urii dentified i ndividua 1 numberstwelve (12} p~~tographs(:.. : :; .. 
' ~ : 

·. ··.-:· .. 

a. Five (5) taken on 1 October 1963, entering·. and exiting ik:·~·.·. 

Soviet Embassy .. He is ·garbed in a white shirt arid light-colored • · .··· 

(khaki-?) trousers. 
·: ... · 

-·. : '. · .... 
. . . -::·_. . -.... . . ... 

b .. Five (5)taken on4 O.ctober~ 1963 in front of the Soviet :. 
. . . .. . .: · ... · .. :· 

·Embassy. He is garbed in a dark, open, button-down shirt with a 

· .. high-neckline undershirt showing and dark trousers . 
... · .. ·. 

c. Two (2) taken on 15 October 1963 in front of the Cuban 

Embassy. He is wearing a darks colla~less T.,.shirt or light sweater.· 

· · The negatives of all of these are extent and are natJ held in. Headquarters 

as integ.ral. par.ts of the OSWALD and related.file holdings . 

44. The result of ODUWs display of the photograph--to repeat; a··· 

cropped version of one of those noted under paragraph 43b, above--was .. · 

Mrs~ Mal"guerite OSWALD's allegation that she had been shown a picture of 

>.::_, 

·.·,._ 

. ..... ;-,_· 
·~ •. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . 

her son's killer, Jack RUBY s a day before he perpetuated the deed~ . }\gain . . 

the Warren Commission Report(pp. 364-36:5, 367) exhaustively disposes.· 

of this erroneous charge and requires no repetition here. A complit;:a­

ting fact developed along the way was Mrs. OSWALD's (correct) observation, 
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when she finally admitted before the Ccmmiss ion that" the ODUM photograph 

_was not RUBY, was that the -photo had been cropped differ~ntly -;from the __ --
. . . ' .. 

one she- had been shown in Dallas. -Inspector MALLEY's ~ropp~~_version of 

theODUM photograph bec~e Comm-Ission Exhibit 237 (see Hearings-~--

Vol. XVI, p. 63S). 

45. _ The net- effect. of- the developments in the- hearings: of: the 
. . .·. . . ·.. . .· . ·. ·._ .. 

·Commission was to require the ·admission of the cropped photograph into --

evidence in a chain of depositions- beginning ~ith ODUM, in-cluding the 

-FBI Inspector, ·James R.- MALLEY (who had trimmed the photograph 'used by_-­

the Commission in Washington),: and Richard HElMS, ~o deposed for the -

originator~ These documents speak for themselves and Will be found in­

the Hearings, Vol~ XI, pp. 468-470. 

46. Mexico Station and other· senior AgencY officers strongly 

advised against- the publication of the photograph in any form on the 
. . . . . 

' - -

grounds that the Soviets would be immediately alerted to the existence 

of a useful and continuing U.S. intelligence operation, and --the opera­

tion would go down the drain. There were repeated _cables exchanged on 

this--point between Headquarters and Mexico Station during the summer-

of .1964, in particular fran 23 September to 15 October 1964 whe·n the 

Station had plans underway to abandon the operation.-

47. -In acceding to the Commission's request for a d-eposition-, 

Mr. HELMS; then the Deputy Director for Plans, replied affi nnatively to 

33 

SECRET 



13-00000 

..... 
- i 

_·:\'_·· 
_i .. 

SECRET 

( 
. ·: .. 

·Mr. RANkiN by memorandum of 23 June 1964 whi.ch included· the fol)awin~{ 
-- .··-. -:·-.. ' . . ' 

··:additional observation: . --~ . . -:~ ~ . . . 

·--

(
"'· . 

. .... . ·-; 

.· ·' 

. ' . 48. 

uThe Central Intelligence Agency recommends that. 

·this ph()tograph not be ·rep~cid~ced in the Commis-. 
. . : . . . . . . 

si on's report because it would jeopardize a most 

confidential and productive operation. In 

add~tion, it could be embarrassing to the indivi-

. dua 1 trwolved who as far as the Agency is aware 
. . . . . . 

had no connection with Lee Harvey OSWALD or ·the 

assassination· of President KENNEDY. i• 

.· .. -_:._. 

-.. ·. · .. 
-.·-.·· .. 

. ·· .. : 

, .... 
.. ·._ •" :_. 

'<.- . ·_ ... 
_.,·. 

In th1s instance the needs of the COmmission prevailed. over 

the DCI • s. statutory obligation to protect sources and methods. ·The 
. . . ·. . . 

11Unident1fied Individual .. remains to this day unidentified andthere is. 
. . 

no credible evidence up to thiS time to rebut the assertion made'by.' 

·_Mr. HELMS in the concluding sentence of his memorandum to Mr. RANKIN ·on · 

· 23 June· 1964. And the operation did, as predicted, go down the drain. 

Within.a week of the public appearance of the Odum Exhibit No.1 and-_· 

Commission Exhibit 237, members of the Soviet Embassy began systematic 

· efforts to survey the surrounding buildings, ostensibly for rent~l . 

space, but cJearlytheir inquirie$ were directed to spotting possible 

camera sites. The operation was continued in any case. Within a year 

it had becane almost totallyunproductive in coverage on Americans in 

contact with the Embassy--a clear sign that this category of visitor 

( · was being warned away by the Soviets themselves. 
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49. As . could be foreseen, there . has· been persi stemt pressure bi .. 

. critics of the Warren Commission Report to. exp·l oit Odurri ·EX hi bit ·No~ .l .·: 

and Commission .Exhibit No. 237 for partisan interpr~tive purposes.· A 
. . . ~-··. 

considerable correspondence has accumulated s1nce the end of1964 in.< 

. ·. which the Agency has attempted to be responsive t~ these r~uests ·and~. · · 

simultaneously, has tried to satisfy what has been Jts sole .. interest··. 

from the inception -of the matter: to· protect the method of :aequisi.tion .. · 

of the photograph am[Jh~t:ai-Son~r_~1,atjJm$nlg)whi chmade the ~·:; ' 

acquisiiion possible.· 
• .. · .. 

50. Following are highlights from the correspondence during the 

current phase .. 

a. On 16 May 1967, over. the signature of the General Counsel 

of the Agency, lawrence R. HOUSTON, CIA voluntarily submitted a .. 

· · statement about the photograph to Judge BAGERf of the. Cr.imi nal 
. .' .. . 

District Court for the Parish of Orleans, State of louisiana. 
' ' 

The response dealt affirmatively with the contents 'of the subpoena· 

that had been delivered to the United States Marshall in. the District 
' ' 

of Columbia, despite the fact that the subpoena· could not be 

executed because of the .lack of jurisdiction. .· · 

Mr.· HOUSTON p.roferred· on Agency beha:lf categoric assur­

ances to the court regarding the inaccuracy. of statements and . 
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··• Mr .. HOUSTON• smemorandum. 

... ~. . 

11Because. of the publicity. which has surrounded the . 

Orleans Parish Grand. Jury proceedings, we .have 

recently carried out an. exhaustive search of the 

. files of the Central Intelligence Agency for any 
. . 

piCture of lee Harvey OSWALD taken in Mexico. As 
. . . . .. 

•· · a result of t~i s search, I can . state • categorically 

that the fi·les of this. Agency do not contain, and 

_never have contained, any such picture of 

lee Harvey OSWALD taken in Mexico and that we have 

no i nfonnati on whatsoever that any such photograph 
. . . 

·ever existed. To the best of our knowledge and 

infonnation, therefore, there is no such photograph·.· 

Furthennore,. the photograph which is printed in the 

Warren. Canmission Report, Exhibit No. 237 in Volume 
. . . . . 

. XV I '· never ·contained more than one figure, and . the · 

.·figure in the photograph depicts an individual who, 

to our knawledge, has not. been identified. The 

circumstances of the filing of this photograph with 

the Warren Commission are set forth in affidavits 

on pages 468 and 469 of Volume XI, Hearings Before· 

the President • s Commi s.si on on the Assassination of 
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President Kemied~. Consequently, we have. no record •. : .. .. ~· ·_, 

' ' . 
. :- :. --.. 

of any photograph that answer~ in any ·way the ·· 
. . . . . . ' . . . ._.: ~ : ...... ·-. -_;_ .. 

descriptiOn Of the one' We understand W(!S ~eq~ested: ~:; ·,::'_:._. 
.. ' 

in the subpoena. . .' ·.-. 
. · ...... ~- . 

. . .- :- . ··:- .· .. 
. . . . .. ; . :- . ' ... ·, .:.-, 

' . 

11 I hope "you wi l1 ac.cept this 1 nformati on in. this. · ~- ... : 
. :-·-

' ' ' 

'·',form in the· spirit of cooperation in which it is 
.·. ·-: :' ::_. ... 

... ·_.-:·.· .. _: .. 

prof erred~ 11 
. ··_· __ -. ___ -.. -_ .. _. 

'·-:. 
. . . 

b. The Agency has repeatedly serviced requests about' the '. 
_·,_; 

identify of the unknown individual fran Mr. Emory L· •. BROWN, Jr~, 

Route #4, Box 82, Sq..~imkum Road, Farmingdale, New Jersey. ·The last.· 

exchange of correspondence in our record covered the period. 

4 - 17 Apri 1 1970. 

c. Detailed inquiries. ·on the unidentified indivfdual were 

·received on 1 and 24 November 1971, to which the Agency responded 
. . . . . ' 

on 15 November and 14 December, respectively·, from 

Mr. Paul L HOCH;·l735 Highland Place #2, Berkeley, California. 

d. The most extensive effort to pursue the unidentified 
.• 

individual was and is being made.by Bernard FENSTERWALD, Jr., who 
. . . : .. 
is now Executive Director of a Committee to Investigate Assassina ... 

tions, 927 55th Street, N~W~, Washington~ D.C., beginning on. 

22 March 1971, shortly after the· ~gency declassified Commission 

Document- No. 674, and extending through 11 October. 1972, after the 
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·.FBI's declass{fication of Commission Document No. 556. · .. OnB April 

:;·l971,.·r~r.- FENS!ERWALD.was invited to the Agency fora di.scussion 

with the Genera1Counse1,. Mr. HOUSTON, of his questi~n: af>out th~ · 
phot~raph of the .unknown individual. Two other.: photographs of 

. ·the.unidentifi.edindividual, in addition to the photograph 

depicted in the two Ccmmission exhibits, were shc:Mn to him at that . 
. ·_: . ' . ., . ' . . 

time~ . It: is a matter of more than ordinary interest to note: that· 

·on this occasion Mr. FENSTERWALD, who was accompanied by his .. 

... ·partne~; M~. Will{am OHLHAUSEN, told. Mr.· HOOSTON and ·another ... · 

representative of ·the Agency in attendance that he knew who the 
. . . 

• <.· .· 

.unidentifiedm~.n was. The following is extracted fromMr. HOOSTON•s 

(,'. · Memorandum ·of Record, 8 J\pri 1 1971 : 

·_-:. 

:·.:. 

.·:-.. ;.­
! 

. . . :i ·,' 

•. : .:· :> .. :.:~··:' . ·-
113. Mr. F ENSTERWALD came to my office this 

morning with his partner, William G. OHLHAUSEN, 

. . 1 ooked at. the other photographs' and told us he 

did know who the man was. He said he is presently . 

serving a, prison. tenn sanewhere in the United 

States and admitted that he had known OSWALD, but 

.. Mr. FENSTERWALD said there was nothing to indicate 

any connection between the man in the photographs 

and the assassination of President KENNEDY. 

Mr. FENSTERWALD did not give us the man's riame at 

this time, as he said enough people had suffered 

unnecessariiy from allegations that they were 
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associated with the assassination, but he did · · ... ·. · . .-. ,, '·: ' 

i· 

.. 

·say he was sure \'1/e had a file on the man. He 

asked if he could ·have the photographs, and I_.·'. _, 

asked hoi/ he could use them; He said he di·d,;. t~ 
. . ~ 

not know and finally agreed that for tti~ time ' . 
. . . 

being he would not press his-request ... ~>.~ •.. ··· ·.·· .. 

The whole meeting was extremely friendly and .. ··. 

. they thanked us for our response. 11 

.·· .. -: 

_, .. · '. 
··:·-:: .. :._-: 

·_,-· 

.. _.·_·-. .-.·::::.-.· . 

..... - .. _.· ... 

. _::;_ -.... .: 
~ .. · 

•. ! .··:-. ·• 

The following is extracted from the ·Memorandum of ~ecord :', . · · · 

· by the other CIA man present, Mr. Arthur E. DOOLEY •. · 

. . . 
11Mr. FENSTERWALD said he knew who the person 

was and had spoken to him; that the man was too 

nervous to cane forth on his own. FENSTERWALD : 

would not give the man's name but said he i-s an 
American, serving a prison term in this country 

on a crimina 1 charge, and that h~ had met OSWALD · 
. . . 

in Mexico. I asked whether the prisoner had any 

conspiratorial relationship with OSWALD. 

FENSTERWALD replied he did not know the answer · 

as he had not interviewed the man as yet. We 

reiterated that we did not know who the man 

was, and said that we would like to know his 

identity. FENSTERWALD replied that CIA has a 

39 . 
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' . . 'thick file on 'the~ unknown man. and that ·we wi 11. -<- . 
·.-· 

·; ---._-. 
: . : -~ . . . ,·· .... 

be f'urni shed his name_ in due tourse . . • . 11
.-•: .. -- : . _: . 

.. ::: .·, -··.:·. ... -- .. -_._ ... ---_: 
.- ... _ .· .. .. __ .,, 

.. -··· ·':·>· . ··,, 

.- · ... ·M·r~ FENSTERWALD m~de ~o ~eference in h1s sub~eqtient · 
... ·_.. ~ .. -. 

-~-- .. 

. conversations-and cor~sp~ndence.'tothis all~gationabout 'the identity . 

of the '1Unidentified Individual , 11 though the ciaim_, if true', would . 

. . be of direct evidential interest and possibly permit us t.o assert_· 

·· with finality what ·webelfeve has-been the fact from the· beginni-ng: 

the i•unidEmtified _Mani•.lias nothing t6 .do with the OSWALD case: at alL 
. : :.; .· .. ,:. '. 

-· .. ·· ·' . 

. ·_, .. ·. 

Attachment A: Memorandum by David W. ·B.elin to Mr. E. Harry Knoche,·_ 
dated 15 Apri 1 197 5, wi·th attachment: ••rhe CIA and · 
the Man Who. Was Not Os.wald 11 from the k Review 

·· · .. •· of Books, .by Bernard .Fensterwald and George e • 

Attachment B: Pages 364, 365, and 667 ·from the Warren Canmission:'s · 
·• report • 
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COMi\US...,.JN- 8 ClA AC!'[VITlES WITI-l!N TflL. _;~{ }ED ~~T;\TES 

Wa.-hiugton, DC 20500 

ATTACHr·1ENT A . 
• .-.i"!~l:;or. ;; __ Rock~feller, 

· ·' ·· Chairman 
mvici w, Belin, _, . . . . 

John T. Connor 
c.· Douglas Dillon 
Erwin N. Gri:>•Nold . 

. . La:'u! r~irkland 
· ·Lym<1n L. Lemnitzer" 

April 15, 1975. 

. . . · Ron:!ld Reagan .•. 
~ · .. 

· , Edgar F._Shannon, Jr. 

·:r.rr. E. ·Henry ·Knoche· 
. Assistant to the Director· 
·Central I~telligence Agency 

- t-Jashi!!g't<~n, D. t. · 

Dear :Mr. Knoche:: 
;. .·-

.. ·., 

· : -_ . .-. -~ ~e~~~ti,~~ :p!:ettor-

. ... -·. 

- ~ ~ . 

.,.. 

·.· ·. 

~ ·· .. 
·_::.·' ·-:; .. 

.... - '- ~- ·. 
:·.:---· 

··,·: 
-·· ·· .. _·.:-

. -

_:·--: ;· . 
. . . ·.As yoU: know, Lee Harvey Os!.,ald 1.>1as in !-iexico City· i~ -~· ., : ·. 

·.·late September and early Oc;:tober, 1963. Shortly after : ... 
. he left r~Iexicq City a photogl:'aph \·TC~.s. taken of an American ·· ._ 
male and a question \•Tas raised 't·Thether or nat this. male \•ras ... · 

·• Lee Harvey Os't>Tald. The CIA and the t·7arren Cow.m.iss.ion both -

:. (~ ..... 
_· ... ·_::: 

· ·- det;ermined that the picture \vas not of Lee· Harvey. Os"t.;ald . 
. and tha-t the picture \vas taken after OS't'lald left M.exico · · · 
City. -----·--.-- . :_ 

Although portions of this record have·been·released. t~ the 
. public, other portions have remained classified because 
of concerns by the CIA at the time that a release of the 
full picture might disclose sources and me:thods which the · 
CIA felt were not in the national interest to disclose-at 
that time. In light of the false allegat~ons· about. the · -. . 
·assassination of President Kennedy and the false all.egations 
of CIA involvement,· I feel that it ;;qould be ·appropriate to 
reconsid~r Y7hether or not the entire. matter can be fully 
disclosed. at this time. - .. 

I '\•70uld like to receive by .April 22 a full report from ·• 
the CIA on this entire matter. 

H3 

Sincerely ¥,qurs·, 

David W. Belin 
Executive Director 



13-00000 

( 
'· 

. . .. 

(· 

l 

. erroneou'sly given as 'l-lt::nry•. in th;: 
~ w.::e:c ;;.::fo~ · th<' .3ss:t:!Sioation of. 
:~;\j~~c :<"!nn<:dy. o:x No·,::mb.:r· 2'.!,·· 
.S:l th~ C.::;1h:cl !r.tellia;;;:ac::- Agei\cy · · 
-' ~·.,~ follow;~., t.::l:::~e rnessa"~ t~'-: 

. . ~bj<!ct li.'l<~ . and in. pa;:!z_raph two ·of 
·. 'the cissemin:.ttion •• ~. T!':t: maider-. sur-

·!... \.......... .... ..,.,.:. ifloJ~ "' . 

: F::denl Bur~:!U: · o.l> ll1'1estig:1t.io.n 
:! rh~ i)::o:trtr::t~nt:;; of State: an.d the 

~ . . . ' . 
v·y: '"'· .-·. -... -·-· ,·. ,.·· 

. ·,''. 

~~oi~~~: Le~ Heri.r-.1 OSW:\LD·. .. . .. 

l. c~: ! Octobc:r·· I 963· a reliabla' ;· . 
ar:d . sen.>iti·n:· · source · ill. Mexico · . · 
r::::;!ort:d t.1.::~.t a.'l A:r:re-dc::J.ll :ffi:r.l~. • 
\';ho idec.ti:'i~d ·~himself as· Lee 
OSWALD, co.rtt:acted: th~ Soviet' 
Emb::u.sy i."l Mexico City mqui.rin~ · 
:;;hethe:- th.e Emb~ had ree!:i."l!':d 
1:1y new.> con!:=rr.lrig a tel~pm -~ 
... ·:'!ich h:!d been So=nt to ·Washing· 
:on. The. _.'\mecic::ul was desc:rib~ 
•s . :~oo.ro:ci.matel:r · 35 years old. 
~it."l-~n at~ueti~ build. about si;c. 

:~::t bH,. with a recedin~ ln.ir1i?lll· 
L !c i:;. beiieved that OSWALD 
:1a)"· be identlc:U to· .. Lee Henry 
)SWALD, born on .18 October 
939 in Xew Orl:ans, Louisi:t.n:L A 
:>rm-ar 'li.S. M:irine who defected 
~ the So11i~t Uniqn · in. pc;tobar 
959- and l.!.tcr made n1Tl.n&i:ment ·· 
:>.rough · the · Unit~:d . State:s Em· 
~3sy in ~!oscow to ~etum to·tne 
'r:it::d States with his Russi.an· 
.:~m W!i::, Maritla: · Ni.l(ol;:t<1:vn:z 
tl:;a!<ava. ~nd th~ir,chl.ld. ~ . . . 

The !:1formation i:l p.:~.rag:aph · 
;~( ·'o::Ln~ dl:.S<:minate~ to y?ur 
:pro:iso::t~:tc!. ... ej .. ·in . Mextco ~~ty •. 
nv f~~~::.;:: in[orm:xtion r<!c:~i·t-!d .· 
• ~ •11-;~· ., •• \-;··~t \:til' be fu:.nis.'"tad · 
I S,. ... &.~ ,;j..-•J -- ' . 

~u. T:t~;; inform:1tion b · beln:r · 
'!de a·..-ai!:.!.h!<= to the Immizr.o:.tion 
t.:l N:lt:.:.r:!!:·:::.:!non Sertice. 1 

·· 

~:> tt:: 1.::.:: Her:r;t Osw::ld of the 
r;~es:::! !.: l.~~ }!'3::te,Y a·s.F.v=dd;' '\"e5·, 

.. ·. ' :.i· ., 1. . 'h h"t .. ~ :,!io":!· ~ .... J ~·~~;;.:.:~;-u·r1·~.:ns; c en~ ... L·· 

;. • .:\ •• ·- -·.r \ c: :lnd~scin! S:mii·:es. 
... \i 1:~;·· ;·%; .m~mor~:!dur:-i. to. J. 

R , .• •.·- ·· ·-···~ai coi.!r..s:::l to th:: 
.. ···'~"'"!' :~· ..... ': ... .. : . ·. • .. ·· ....... "" 

-~n ( rl;:;::'i'.~JOJY; Hdm3· c:.ctJ.;;I .• -c_. 
·•·ir:-•: .. :·~,-_~\ L !).~S ·rn_idC:_e . .- n:ltn·!· "N:!_3 .. -

. , .. ,.·· 

·~ ·, .'· ............ · .. ~ .. . 
· .... · 

:.!· .. · :.·· · .. ·', .. '. 

. · .· r.-· 

. n:un.::- of Mrs~ OSWALD WilS mista.k~nty' 
.· • Jisted as 'PUS.AKOVA! •• 2. '•. 

· •. Bot ·Le::i'" Harvey. Qs-...,ald· was not 
. ••appro.:cimateiy 35 years old, ~with an 

athh:tic build .. ; h~· wa~· twenty-three 
years old and .sler.da.r.3 A.P?Jrentli:' the.· 
CIA. was conc~.med· .ab'aut the diS:­
c::tepancy, for on Octob~r 23 it sent' 
ths folloVo!.ing. message to the Depi\rt-· 

· znent· of the Navy:· · 

. Subj~c:t: Lei'= Henry OS'rVAI,P 
. . 

. · Referer.ce is ma'd.e \to CIA Out. 
·Teletype No.· 74673 '..{th.e earlier 
rn~ssagel;. dated 10 Or.::tobc:r 1963 • 

·.· ... 

·· reg:lrding· possibt~ pres:::nce of sub­
ject in ~kdco Gil:y. It is requested 

· that you forward to this office- ·as 
... soOn as possibl~ two CO,Ples or the 

most rec::mt · photozr.aph you have 
of subject. We will forw:ud them 

-:t;;. our represent3tlve in Me.:d.co;, 
who· will attempt to determine if 
the Lee OSWALD in Mexico City 
and su'bject arc the same individ-:­
ual.4 

Sine: Oswald ti::id .·ser•ic:d . in the· 
Mari..'le Corps, which comes· under the 
:adrrlinistrat!on of th~ Navy, his person-· 
n.al records would have included ~!s 
pho togi-aph. · · · · • · 

· What th=i :Agency !iid not S3Y in t'hrs 
• cable . is th!!.t it h!!.d in. its possession a ... 

ph~tograph ·or .th·e man whet had · 
app:m!:ltly .~idi!:OtLfh:d hi•·ns-::lf'" ns O::r 

. wald. The r.un in the CiA photo was . 
not Leo: Hal'ley OsWJld; h<:: was. just as 

... tha Ag~ncy's "'reliable. :!nd . sl!nsitiv~ 
source.. hid C:escrib-ed h.im, approxt­
ma tely. thirty-fiv:: yea_rs. old. _wHh :m 

.. athletic bull·:i anc ".l.recedin~ h.:ti.:H.~e. 
· · AccordL'1:g to ~ m;;frio;t:.r..!um by 

. Helms the C('-\ n~·,er r:ce.i·;~tl the 
. . • .. 0 •.t .. ~d C.llily NJvy's plo:tt:i'<:::> o. . 3W~:·- ..... . · 

~o,.,c'·•J .. d uft-:er th:' ~s~3S$ln:ition that 
.. .. _ .. L.:. ... ·:. ~ . • • .., >d s 

· t":;o ,ur:~re~t p·!o~,-!- \Y::!'~_ 1iJY::l_,ll .. ... 

!'.b:;ln';.hi!.::, the pho:~3flPh w:J.s dt.:tiv-. 
··=-r~·d. to th~ · -l~B! .. c~~- .. '_~ovem~~r "22~ 
i v6l.e. . . • · 

.• · .. -i 
. ;·., . 

. ' ' . . . : ..... 
.. ·. 

· ...... ·. 

. ·,;.::· ..... :··· 
·. :·_ .... 

·• .. ~·!. 

. -~r-~_ .... ..... ,., ... ..;.1'~.1'. 

I 
i 

- . 

Om~ CJ.Il. only gue~ at. th-; c~nfusi.on: 
c;:a~d by the picture:. Th::- FBI n<!t:ded: 

· no· Na·rj _photcgra,~:~h to ~stJbHsit that 

.•.. the· tnystery min was r.ot o~ald:... Le~: 
H~r.rey Oswald was· site~. han(}cu.ffed• 
in· . a third-ilqor office or titt: n:lu;u: 

· . police headquut<:.r"" Tn~ next day; 
Sp::cb.l Agent Bardwell D. -Qch.im wa~ 
dispatc.~ed with th<~: ·pnot(!g:aph to th~~ 

. motel where Oswald"s wif.: and mother' 
J~le_r~ hidd"en. He s.~owed the- picture to, 
M~s.· Margu'eri~ Os'IVald. mother of ti':~: 
acctUed assassiil. Mrs. Osw::t.ld loox~d at • 

. the .pn~to .and told Och.r.m- she didn't i 
.• recognize .the . man.7 The. foUowing.i 
·. cby, however. shortly after her :;o·n.was.: 
· JT!Urder4d in tha . ba~me·nl: of D:1llas ; · 
City Hall.· Mrs. OS".vald · error:~ously •· 

.. id~ntifled th~. myst~:y man. Shill told.~ 
.·the preSs: .t.lte. FBI had s11own her a·;· 

picture of Jack ~uby the- niz.~t befor!f. ' 
Mrs. Oswald's mi3t<:~~«:· \vas- under--' 

stanclable-the ·:mystery man · bore a ,. 
·superficial res.emblaric:. to Jack Ruby. 
and · in her recollection of a. brief ·: · 
glance at · th~ ph~~og..".lph. two faces• . 

. became one-. Bt:t tht!: misidentific:ttion . 
' made it- . neces.Sary fo·-. the 'Warren 

Commission to. refer. howe-i::ol:" oblique-.. ·. 
ly, to the affair of th~ mystery man. · 
In the tw.errty~si:c voh:mes of published · 

·. testimony· and.· evidence supplementary 
to the Warren Report. the-Commission 
printed the pl:::tur::- that w:rs shown to 
Mrs. · Os·.vald.8 The W:rm:;:t .Report 
ctmt.tins a verr brief account p{ th~ 
inc!dent .. 
· · AccordL:.;;: ·.to· the R.::('O!'t •. the C!~\. 

· . had · pro..:idc:d the F31 with a photo-
. · ·grQ.ph of ":et miia who. it Wi.'!s thot,tg.~t 

__ .. Q •• ••• ~~- • • • 

2!: the time. mi;!..~t h:n:e b~en a:osod:~.~.!c 
w!th Os.;:.Jl:i7 .. ?: Th::-. R-:port quoted an · · 

_ .-2ffij:!lf~·~ b;, ·_ Rit:ha:-1 k~-:l:ns·· fli:tt •"rhe 
· odginJ_I photograph h:~..:! b~en takt:n by 

the· CIA ottts!de of tl'!·:: U;;it~ St;;.c~:;. 
""''".:..•;..,...,. b.;:·t\•·:o.~,... Jul·- . 1 · . 1.1".3 . ·' _ ~·h-~'::'~----- . ..;: ·"""""'"'"' . 1 . "•: .... o _ -~n..:. . 
N·=>-.:.:r:tb::r 22. 1 ':'~-: •·'9 . .. . . · 

is 
bo.th in•:::corra.t,. ~:"!d. rr.h!-::::tdin:;;. Tho:: . 
iino!icati:in that th::· Ct-\ tho:H .. ht th:::: 

. i:t):S1:;:r.r. ~.:~ ...,.l> · ·•~.;...,.::i.:t~.:d. ~ith 
.-. 

,_: 

. ,•' -.. ~-

·.•:: . 

.··'' .. 
-_.,, 

·.: -.·-

-:·'• 

.~ -··· ........... ····- ---~--- ' .... ,. ___ .. ____ _ 
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'_,·.i. ~."~.! ..:'.~:,;::; ·~~: t~S 0'.¥:1 t:'t! 1 ~c.!r!C.;::: t!'t::: 
.\:..:==~~;~ ::;·_:;: : . .!'le. CO:'"!t;l•.:·~~cl· cith:r' 
:-··~ t·i ~: ..... · ......... :., ... __ . . .. • ... 
•.• -- ._..- '·-- >-- -·! HUn w.1 .. unp.::r:;o(-
:<:-:~ O;:.;,r.!;.:! v: •:-::~t an u:~t::<ely ch.:11. .. 
of :::rro.-s :::J.J. J..;·.::id.:nt.JUj" Hn.:«:d both 
t::::: mJn ii1 t~.: photo:.a::~.s>h aml t.'-te 
;:; l:t who ''c(l.1~Jct:d'· the: Sovi:::t Em­
;_,:_:,;;y to L::;: H::rny Osw:ihl · 

T!t~ t::.:t~ ·.::.u ft~.;"titer · ol::l~ur~d by 
;;,;: ?.epo.-:·s r~f~renc;: to th~ H:::lm:£ 
;:,;'{ic!:liit, wh!cl: d::sctib<~d. the ci.rc•lrn· 
s:~ce:s in . ...,h!ch. th~- mystery rn:m wa:s 
p!w~o~pi1e:d only in the most vagua 

,..-.··· -~ 
:~..;_/ 

:>n.:i z::n:::-al te.-.::1:1. The affid:lYlt w:u .. 
C~t::~i ;\'..i.;:u.st. 7 ~ .195-~-t 11 1-Iowev~-, ther w • 

C::: ::-: ;;'l::s;:;;on · n::·it:r · · rnen tion~d U: its · ... · · .· 
K.;pott u: in ib twcnty..,""i.;( suppleme.ni:~- . 
ry ::o~~rn~:s tl::J.t .it h:ld obt:U.m:d -an -
;:-:.:Ji,::- <iff:d::tvi!: from Helms on July z? 

• • • ••• 0 . . -, 

! 9.S+ i."l • • .-hich_ he was. much more 
s_::>:::'..:~9~- r,-: .. Th~ · ~riilaa1 ~hotos:rapn:· 
!!-.;td~. ·..:s~Lfi.:::Cl, ••was taken ln. tfexico 
Ci'y -·on_ Octob.:=r 4. ·1963."'13 (This 
:!::;,;!f~r '1-i'e!::n 3 :~ffidavit was .. rel;:as.ed in 
~% 7 t!u-ou3i'i: tb..:: efforts of' Paul H~h; 
u pi"hata r.:~:!.l"':herJ . . . 

Th:::re is no availahlw r:i:cord that 

tn~· /.3.:.1cy rai::at.Li.t.: so:.,r::ont: :so cltr 
::;~;ni!u . b :!,:lp~aranc:::: fol' Lee ihr1e-y 
O.swa\d'? TI1:::: Cl.-\ ~id t:tey wo• · 
ch::::c:<: furth-::r n:1d c;1ll him· bJck. ·{ 
bwy.::r_ t6ld F.;utdn t~:r.1t t:!:I..:;y ne·i::::r 
ca!!ed hlm bJc~<. :md t:1.:: Wa...-en Report 
cont:Un!!. no expi;:m:~tion of tll.c: . A.::!-::n- . 

. cy's mis~:L-ce. 1 7 . . 

·.. Anotn<:~ pio:c::: or th:::: p:.u.!.l! f<:ll i.."ltO 
place ·ea.;ly in I 971. when the Nati.on:J.l 
Archives r::l<:3.sed a pre·,ioully cla$Si!i::d 
ml.':rnorandum about th:: mystery m::tl'l 
from· Ric..i.ard Helms to th;: Cornmi.:s­
s.ion•s gen-:::ral coW\s.;:l, J. Lee R::t.~k-

. .i.'1.1 ~ D.tted · March .24,! ~ 954. ·. th_ce 
m·emo Wormed R::u-Ld.n:. ·. ;· '· ·., .•. _. .... . . .. 

On. 22 2nd 23 · Noy:::mber, im­
. : mediately- . follo.wi..,:l the ~ 
· nation oi p.,:.nd~rtt Kennedy, th:::;: 
ab!~ reports W<!l'e" r:::c~i:vt:d ·from 
[celet~d} in Mexico. City rebtiva 
to photogr:1ph.s of ;:m u.nidentified · 
m;;ln who visited th::: Cub:~n and. 
Soviet Emba.ssi~ in that city dur.:. 
Jng Octobar · and November 

1963· •• ·.~· 9 . . . 

··. '. 
·.·. ·. 

~.:.,~r:ii. .: Photvl=:.t.!>i;..:~ :. .. ~h .. ~ r-!, ot ·~ 

sny:>t~ri-.)lU strJ.n3;::r .\·1hn. ~:.:~!~ b~E'!.?~ 

conft!·;cu ,,it:'\ Le:: HJ.r.r:e:, Q_;..,;.l!J~ :!ud ., . . . 

:r•ho h:~.·J vi>li:c:d bo;h t~·.-= So·1i-:!t a:t-1 
Cub.:m emb:u .. !.'-::".· W!i3 ·it the !'.1:-:-t~ 
i:ry;;t.c:ey nnn who;;.e pX:;:c::: h'lJ be.~n , 
s~1.own to M::-s._ Osw::~.hl'!· Or w:n it y;;t I 
ar.oth.c::: 0:3wald Dopo:lJ:,i."tg.=r? 1 

.•, .. _ .......... ~ .... ~ ; • ,a., .............. ~ -.:~o ,..~: . . Fum CN!--r:<:- o. th-· c,,a,,_.h.- v• . 

. . · :a~dit:OO~ photog."'J.l)h..s o! th~ u.:~id.:nti- \ 
fi.:tl· ma::~ .mc:nt::.on~ L."l th-:: W:!r;-en ' 

. . I 

?...::port W:ls - turn~d u:;>. by Rob-:!:t : 
· Smith-. -a_ pri•1ate:- r~l$;ucao:r. In 1972 ~ 

Smith. _t~<ln re.::.e:uch~ !lir<:i:tO{ for th<::-j 
. Cornmb3-ion .. to Iavest!g.at;:- Ass~s.si>ia-·' 

. _ tions, \II CIS pori.~ -o.·n:r scm~ recently: 
. · d<:chisified Wam=n Com.;nUs~ do~1.1~ 

ments wl_l;:-.n ho fou!:ld :rebrence. to fu¢: 
· ,. myst<::zy p'h.oto:t;Ond two.oritu view$ of; 

·the ·saM~ ~ers~n.? 4 Smith .Q.ileci hi~ 
· iliscov.try to th~ -:attention . of one ofl 
th~ authors. Bc:ma.-d: Fc:.nst~rwald.~who! 
instituted a suit uncler t.h.: Freedor.1 o( 
Inforr:u.tion Ac:.t for re!~ of the tw~ 
~ctures •. 1'he go•1<=mm~n:t yi~lde-d ar>.d.: 

.?.!:l-Iard . H~ims ever told th::: WatTen . On the basis ·of these ca.blf!:s, "Helms 
Comm!Ss.ion _exacil.Y. .wht~~.n: ill· M!i!xic:o · ~ent on _to say. th::: CIA had sent. 

·. to..1med over ~ photographs. to FenJ 
sterwald.. and Smilh. Tney are • pu~ 

•·Ushed here for the firsl:' tim-e. · 
The two· n~ views~ of th<': mysteryj 

m::tn · Wll!re· ta..~en '::~t. a .different tim~! 
from · the first. pictur~ •. · In· t.'te firs~ 

.: • picture~ the ·on~ ·published in .the 
· Warren . Ceiinrnission.. :volumes, _ be'- is 
' wearing a lon3-:-5t~eved· d::l.l:X shirt rutd 

appears empty-band...--i:t; in the two ne\Y: 

Ci~y thll'l my~teey m:uJ. was ·photo-. · several rc:port's to . th;:: Secret Service. 
g:i!ph.:d. but . the c:irc:Umst~c:es in .. Att::a~hc:d to the Helms memorandum 
w!lich the photograph wu given to the :were paraph.r:ues of these reports.20

. 

Commi:Won ·ofi~r. a very .· plau:slbllll __ · __ : __ _:rwo dealt with the mystery man: . ;, .. · 
>'J~es~ion. Tho:: CIA. requiri:d thei'FBI 
to ·crop out the background· in - th= 
p!loi:o b.efo::: · h:mdi.ng . it. over ·to the 
:o:nmissio&1.1

·
4 The obviows conclu.sion 

,; that . t.~e phot~gr3ph w.a~ ta.'f(~ bY ·a · e 

~[dden :sur~eil!:l!lC: . c:tmora~ 2Sld the 
:IA w.i:shed '·to ·a~oid. diSdosins. its. 
o::atiOn.. Ac:codi..-iJ to knciwledg::a.blts·· · ·· 
'onner e.-:tploy~s- of .the.· CIA. the 
;o'li~t ~nd Cubiua embassies~. amons 
>thers in Me::c:!co City, werl!l · und:r 
:onst:1.nt photoz,.-:xphic surveilla.ncc: · 'at . 
h ~ time. It seems li'<ely then that the: 
;;:la who. ~ccordi.nj to the_ CIA; • 
·u,:n~:~;:d · hims::U as Lee Oswald .. was 
;hot( • ,;7!-ted I;:;.,in3: .t~e b!exic:o City 
:~bassy of ::-::: Soyiet Union or: of 
:)me oth;:; co.-:1mU:rii:st c:oun~£-y •. -

fhe fir;;t p~1bric. bin~ that th~ ~Y~- . 
c;y m.:m may ha·1e be~n im;Jerson3ti.rig 
J;·H~ld car.:,;:. i:1 1966. wiUt the publi· 
·::tion ·.of Et!•:;:ani Jaj" · .:Eps~eiri.'"' liS:. · 
··.:::~!. 3 s::h::.l::i:::; study of the w~me:t 
·.-J_z-:-:mi>s!or:. 1 5 · ·Epstein intei"'tiewed 
:.:1e of the Co:::u-nission's l'3g:i,t st:iff ,. 
;.::;o r·.:ci:!-:1 th::. L'1ddcnt. H.! S<l.id he. 
· :t! as';.;-::.:! . !·::!ymon.d .· G.. Itocc:i, th: · 
.·-.:;-:::-.::~'s El!.s:..1 with . t~~o COI:1IT!i:;;. 
:-.:1,16 ::,c'J .. ~ r:-.:: :;;,ho~og:1!:;~h. 1:-:~ hw. 
: ~• IJ!(:i ;:;;>:i·: :.~ ~•ord from. the A~::ncy­
:!:l' c!~~~ r:ty-;: ;ri· man w3s thqt!~"lt to_ b~ 
·;,-. ..:;~!J·~.'l-~ ;:::= ::.·i!.e 'th~-p~O~Ol--~:l_;)h.- ',~:\$ 

.. photos he is. weari.'lg a s.'lort-sli=:vc:d 
white Shirt~~ :Uid is 6.rcying ·soma ki."t~' 

· of bag o.r po~ch .. The ~ photos atsq 
T.nrougb. soure-::s avallabl>~- to- i( · 'show hian holding- a sm::~.U. passport~ 

'tbe CIA 1 d;;:ieted} had c:omlil into ·. ·- . · ·sized booklet and wlutt app~a:s to be t1' 

i.Iess.age to ~the Prot~c:tiv~ Re- · 
·search Staff. · The Secret · Serijce,. · ·. 

· .' · deliv-!1red by hand on 23 . Novem­
ber:J%3, at 1030 hou~ •. 

. pos.s~s5ion· o.f a photo,Snph of an _:_ . '/::wallet~ As. }n th.ef fuSt ~hotogr.tph,. th~ 
. unidenti!i<!d ·pel'30n th'ought· to· • : ·,, backgrounds.· of the- two new photo~ 
· have visited. the Cuban Embassy in ~ · ' ···. hav~ b~::n ·cropped out.. Whoevo?r he 
mid-October, . This individual, it . _· ·was .. he- xninage.d t#J be photogoph..::d, 
was believed at tha tune~ mi~t be· apparently· by the: CIA•s .hidden sur! 
identic:ll w1th . Lee . Harvey_ OS- ..... : veilp~ce ~eras,.< en~. at ieast twl 
WALD.

21 
· .'·. separ:lt~· occ<~:Sion3. And rie.ither of th 

·. and; •.. . . ': <new : photog:r.lph$ J:i;VeaJ! any:_,. res-err 
' bbmce . betwe-e~ th.e mystery. m::trt. ani 

· ll.fess.1;:t:: to the · Protecti•1:: · Re· · ·· · Lee Haiv.:-y"Os-..;olld. ·.. · . 
. s~arch Staff. The S-ecret Service. .. .· '"The ·w:ureri Co.mmi:ssion · ~~:tclud~-
. del.i'lan::d by hilild on 23 Nov~ro--- .. • that· o·swrud had be-er~ m l'.texico in Iat 

b.!r J 953, at 1 ~30 hours .. · · •· -September . and. ~ly. '.Octo~r. 196i 
· . · . . · . .. · · . Re~ords of Mexrc::u.&l Ct.:stoms and. h:-

CIA Haadqu:artars was informed 
.: ", Jl'l'i,;;r.lt';ott, bt!s.n.,~ ... -ai-ld a .Me.-d.:o Ci~· 

(1h:l<:t~".i]. on 23 November tbt · . 
.. hot;:l, .ir_tdi.::.lt: · th:lf Os·.Y.:~Id ·. ent.-:r..--

. several·· phcitosra~:~hs . of a person · 
· . ~xi;:o ::1t Nue'r'O u:-e~ on the U 

kno~~n. to frc:qu::rit . the Soviet; 
· . · · •· bo.rd.:r- on Sept.:-:":lb~r 25. tr:rve!ed b· 

.EmbJ.:>sy ii.'l ~Ie:cico City, and who·.'' ·.:..... • H • · . .. . • 
, · . · ws LO •·-~~lCO City_ •. ru-r_ i·1in"' thc:re -th 

m1C£..'lt be identicJl \vUh l..e_e Har- "" 
- . . rx:~t . mofni."l;!, arid" i-e~umed. to t!-:. 

· v.;y O_SWALD. had b::e::t_ for..,a•ded. · · 
·· U.:~HeJ Stati!S oil O;:,toa~r 3.'ls P<!:>s.!r 

to Wus!::L'1Jton by. th~ h:md of ::t · · . · . . . ~.us on the . bus to M;::c.ico Ci::-. 
·unit::J Stat.:s offi:::i::l rc:~u.'ning to · · 

· · "l · · · :r>em.~~~-"'rc:d 0:;-wa;~t.: ·_but t~ere !s a: 
. thls coun:;y." . 

H>!li::t:>'s c'.lv'!;:,.,g m.:lncirJndt.:~ :!f~ 
. Hrm~d thJ.t ''i:h-! stlbj~-:t of t~1:: pho!-~ 

:-:· 

. .c:ost. ri9- ~:,-~wi~n~s testirrio:-:y to s-..:;: 
.poit ;tC.e Co.T!miU:o.-r·i re•.::or.stn.::::6.J 
-ofO;;·~:r~ol·s .mo ... e::re.t=3 ::tf::;:r :-:~ ::trr?-;~ 

,; i\1 th~t dt"'.,_·u •. The r ... _ .... m;~.;,:..,,.•., ''~·-

... ·_;_.,, 
... _,_·. 

'• ... ,._ 
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ing tli~t QS'.Ioi:J!d f:lade ~<rted vmk:t to 
bo~:t th::: Sovic:i: ·a.ad. Cuban embassi-es 
r~sts he:lvi!y upon the affid::l'l'it of one.~- .. 

. \"i~r.-::ss, .·~ }.k~ic:m woman· ·whO~. 
'wo.:-k~d :!:: :h.-::· Cuban E"moass.y-:.27 

n 
0il·.·b Tl:-2..!0 d-:: Duran was s~::c:ret:u:y. 
to the C;.:::,u:t Cor.;;ul in M~.tico City. 
in a swo:n st<!te::l~r.t2:a sh: gav: to .the 
l!~r,~:~ty di.:::ctor. ·of Ma:.tic01n F.::danl 
Secudty on ~..Jv-=rnbar. 23~ J%3; sha 
s::!.i;:! that C.>waid had visit:od th~ Cub:ui 
Emb<:!:i3Y !r. !:;to= Sept~mbc=r to apply' 
f'o: a .. -.1:3 t::> ~{;;it Cuba during . a 

to t!"!e Soll'icst Union. Mrs. 
bu.r:l:l rec:1t!;:d a heated e:ccha;'lze b!!!· 
~--'~~'7- O:;·,;o_!!;l 2.nd the. Consul. wh~n • 
;;.:,-::; \.. J:!.:::': offici.:!! told. ~im his .-:::qu~st 
.. ~;.;.!;! nQ.::. ;~':: .::.r::::t~<:d. i.."i:tm<ildi::w~ly. Sha · 
.r=-mc:m~eore-d -m~:,indl 3 .. s~mtt.lfi.iCi.U.'' 
):''::·.:l~~ c.:J.:! to, the Sov:t~r··Emb<:!:ssy to 
:;·.r t::> s;-:::! ~~P action. 011 O.o...,ald's 
"1i?E.;;.:ti::>~ .. S!l.: id-::nti!i.:d t~1e Lea 
:~.~:,.~y 0.,·:.~!·..! ·.~.~::a vis:i~~- tbe Cub:ln 
:.'.::::b:!>:>:.i ::..:; ;::0:'; ;;.;c~::l~:l as~;;s!:,, who:..: 
.. ~ .... , . .,. ... ,""",., ... ,.,... ·'"*d· .... · .. , ..• ·. ':'.f ' "''I . ·'·-·.u,...:.., ... "·i>: .•. tr~ Jn •••"'· .•. <:x.c .. n. 
- •. ;.·1~ .. ~ ........ _ .. · r· .... ~· ..... ~,r·m· ~~r 2"'~- ~ -:)' 
..... - .. -;-~ .... --' ..• ·•- r ... l _., .... • ;;. 

.. \-;';>:-! :==- :;~: t:~. :~- · 'h"tl~:t- r.~,!n·:ni-;slc;.:~ 

.·::Jf •~i·.! ·:~.-.~.-.i.!~~_rvi::-.'.Y SH~~::~ fJa:a!! .. 
-: :! · ir..:t:-::~ I .. ~~-.~-.j -so::~_y_· on.: !·•ti_ a:'!i-

·.·::<. ,·.:.rf :--:-~-~ ¥-: it ':lOt r~co.ro!t:!:d _!.:1 Z!:i!~ 
.... ~~!!:·.::· ~--: .::_~_~.:;:~. · 1-!ovi~_·,~:, ~·.::.::.:rr-::­

L;.: (·.:.: C ._:.:~t:~-;&u:! fit~-~.:! ~~l:~!a.n 

·-.-......... . 

. : ~- ': -, ·;· ----~~-.­

·;·_._ .. 

. : 

i 
I 
' -I 
\ 

! 
,.:>.''·· , •.. ;...i.~'l'"';;""rr:•.!,......:-:-.;-::;:_::i.'=':::;'::· -:.:: ;~;dz>~:::.-~::;::::.....---:-.,r.:.~~ 

.·g 
~ 

new.spap.;-r nrport~t tried to interView' 
.hec: in April 1964. Her huJband would 
not per.mit the mn.a to sp<J:a!<.with her. 
sayi.'"lg ... she had suffered ·a _nervous . 
br~a:cdown following her. interrog::ttiorr 
by· the Mexic:m .authotiti:::s and .had 
been prohibited by her physician • ; • 
from discussing the Oswald . matter 
furt:her.'"30 !{ this report is. correct, 

.. the interrogation of Silvia Duran· may 
have 'bec=n a more emotionai interview 
than one would conclud-~ ·rrom· the 
report fonvarded by the Me;dcan po­
lice. The. report gi•1es the impression 
that the po!h:e were. routin::ly collc=:::t­
L1g. i..'1forrn:nio·n about Oswald's Mexi­
can tdp for .the Amerkan authori:ies. 
One question that eris.::s is · whether 
Duran's statement w;u gl-1~11 volun­
tarily, ~::nd, "if .r:ot, wheth;;r h.::; id::nti­
fic'!tion of Q.;waid as the: •;isitor to th~ 
embilss}• is va!iJ. . 

The Wllrr;!n. CommissiQn may ha~·e 
o:r.itrc:d ::! t-._:.IJ .c:xp!oratio:1 of this 
qu;:;tiqn b:'!..:aus~ i4 had co!!at~r:ll. evi­
d·.:,,;.;e of .o::;~•ald's vl.>!t to the: Cttb;.J.n 
Erno.J:>~Y- Th-::re w:;:;e, fo; e:campt~ •. 
O:;'HJ!d's !;"~~!:::.!!ion fOr. a Cub:J:I :ds.a . 
b~-~-.-.·~. J ··~~·,,· ·'-ot · h -•· · " · .. ~... cg:t<:!p. anu. ''tZn_l· 

.turc:,3 1
. anJ :.t -lett::,· reportdiy y.;:-lrt~n 

·by. Q;w::!lJ to th.:: So'li~t Er.~b..i.sw in .,... ·' . - · . .:: .: ' . . . . ."". 
nC:S.1L"!3LOJI" re,~rnr~ort tt'J hl3··;:;;:t tv :h-:-
C...:b;~:l. Er:i"tt.,~'>J'. ;:! .Th~ ~Jd~c::~s b:::>o"J~ 
f•)•j:lJ ~-=-~.n:--.~ ·u,·:,.,a:d·s po-i::~:;sion~ .. ···· 

·, .. · -~ ... 

; .· ·, ,_ 

' .. -. 

<· ~~-~-- ... ' ·":·.-.·.·-· 
... .-· ... 

·.; 

·.:. •. -

·• ·:-, 

:1 
mor:oYer, conta~ ut;!n s nam~ and , 
te!ep-hon-.Ji· num'b::T. But· tla only cr.:d: i 
ibl~ ey~vii.tn.ess te:!l~irh.f?D.Y tnt Oswald .j 
in. hct ·vi:rlted . t~. embassy•·· i!!. the I 
stat.m~ent of SilY:I!ll' D-.Jr.t:L · • · 

Wh~n viewed- L'l ·~.tha. lf.&hr· of ;tlte 
. -~ec~rttly Cnsc!o~ ev:id.:ne= su~ing ;:­
. tliat ·.so~ne_. m.i.ai:t' ·1-~ viSited the- ! 

embassy .. impe:-wr:.atin,i Oswald. the·: 
·conimissi>ln·s faii.un.. to settle com- 1 
pletely ·:tr.~ :.ca~~on of the three-: 
:rnisid~atined. p1£otM- ~im extraor•.: 

· dirmy. ~~ iS .l)Ti:ibabl~ th.=»t. ths ciA did. \ 
. i..., fact supply an e.'tpb.n:llion of the· : 
pha~oyapiu that was enouzh to.satisfy : 
the. Commission atth.e time. If sa. that • 
expb.n:~.tion rc:crt:lins a p:~rt of the : 
cl:lssifit!d Warren Commission doc::u- · 
rnents not av:!il:J:bl:o: to .th-:1: public.. 
R~ymond . Rocc::a {who. until· his 

· r.ece.1t . res'(grr~tion. wa:,; the Agency's 
action .officc:r for aU ppst-Warren R.e-·: 
_port ir.quirl~s ~bout the matter) told.: 
on:: of tne authors that: the CIA could 
not idc:nti(r the rnyst~;y m~n. If this is 
so, we r.tJY · wo;,:d.::r how the: .:'\:E;,ency 

· could 1-:J.v~ oft":.:red ;a slti.if::1ctory e.>;­
p!::tu.Jtioa o.f th~ in:::i.::l...::.at tO the Com­
mis;:o.-.. tint!! add!tior.::tl C.ocu~c:nts 
b<:J;i.-iJ, o:i thi:> ml.tt<!r i:e d..:c~Jssifi.:'!d 
ttl<: COitclusion ta:-st O:~wa!~ r.::a!ly vi;; it: 
ed tit;: (.,.:.t•an Ern~zs>Y t:u.:::o~ r.:mlin b 
~m,! do!.i.~t. B:.at ev;m if h~ dtd. the 

· qu...::;tiO:. ~1!-:~th.dr. sur:teon.:· ~;,ai. nev.:r-­
ti~'!i~ss · tr;ir.~ "to i.-:t;J;:=rso:::x.:c: him re­

--nh·di~~ :1 ..:~t:i4 on.: ... 

-- ... 
:: • ·~119 .-. . 

-.-·: . ··.-· 

. ·' 

• : i'"' 

··'· .. 
' ~ . . . 
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-.. , _ . ':-·.··· · lw:~rr;!n Commi:ssion · D6..:t.:r:~~d 631, · 
l 1• s.;.;:r:'c::o:J. ~ -ti-~sin~ ~ Osv,;ali:l visit:::d • · 1i::: N~tior.al. Ar~i:i·-:es,·· W:~sh.ir:glon, 
·: •• <:,.,. •• : .. '.·.-·.:rc;~;;.::t.riembas.-..i.:s i.-ttn<:.· \ · :Cc •. ...... - .,)·..,,~ ...... _ ......... ·~ ~ ' 

· :::,uly i~t~:::.:t cf. I 963~_- ... vh.lt i,;nplii:.:l:-.,:. . . .:zibid. Her correCt, rn:~iden name 
t<.j;t> :night be:. dl'3wn ·from t.lti.s· dis-
tu·;ery'! 0:!.:: obv!o~s i."iteQri::tation i3 
i~t :h)l":lcOM sou!l,ht to countc:r!eit a_ 

· f:rc$h CO:"'ilC:Ct!on· between the rn:m who. • .. 
;·•2s · soon to ,become the -··accused 
presidential· kssassin and the 50YCI':l-·: •. · 

m~nts or thos.= two com~n.u:4st .equc-- .. 
· ~des. But- it· is riot necess-arY to· 
. ,;~:cubt::: furt.'l:l.er.. If. :someori:::: . w,e~: 

.;_ri:~3 tQ . ·impers~aate CS'Wald. · ~~t. .-: ·. 
. ,;.;:e'ks before th~-- a.Ss?s:sination •. the . • 
. W::.-:eb . Comniission~s' t!leor.t oi. a l~n~.: ; __ 
- :.!Ss.l.:i.J."l., .:U:l~Onned~:. with 3.."1.)',..·· co a-.". 
~1r1cy, ·is ·senou:s1.y undermined· ,::!..tld-

: PnJs.;_'<o•ta. . 
3 Rr?port o/..the Pr:!sia~nt's Cf!r.ur.i~;ior. 
·on. rne As.;.:;.r.::natfon of Pr:mdu:t K em-
r.~dy (US C-ov:::mm~nt fri..:tb;s Office, 
1964), _p. 144. (Het::affer, R:!porr.) . . . . . . . 
4Commission Docurnc:nt ·631, .op cit. 
5 Ibid_ 

'.
6 He~ring.r .Before the .!7-e.tid.?tit'.s Com· 
mis.rion on the A:;:a.;.rlr..;;::ior. of Presi­
dent Kennedy. (US Gove~m·ent Pri.'lt..: 
· ing ·Office, 1964),· Vol. 11, p. · 469 
(b.e:e2fter, Hu!rings). 
"1I"'"d · p. 4 ..... -· ul ., • oo. 
8 Ibid. · Odum Exhibit L 

• !~~= ::~ "s.'lould b.:: teotpe~ed~-.'. ";·~ · . ·. . 
. .,. T!t-;;ra · cculd be,; ... cif . co.u•.se. an . ·• 
· Jnoc~:'l't. e.:cp1:1'nat~~n,· !.')~ how the. ClA. . . ,. 9 Report, p. 364. 
· .::~.:::1~~-!o m.!sidc:nhfX: -th~; myst:r.1 ..m~. ,_:.:.; · '· ·. ·10 

. . . , . . . . . . . 

2s 1...:-= H".lrvtY ·Oswald: Qs.wald may .: ·. ·· · 
11 

I_bid.: PP- 3 6f-365. . . 
; llctn::~I!y .• h~lie ;;isited."· .. the. Cub:ln and · · ·. · · .. .Heanngs, Vol.l.l, p. 469. 
·. Sovr~r emb:u.sie!ii. If this :we:re the case~ . · ··-- : ·.· .. 12 Commi:SSion· ·Document 1187, The 
• th.c-:a . s:>me:whete .in· ·tho CIA's ·files-~· • · Nation:i.I Archives, Vlashingto.n. DC .. 
; t.i!ete .shouid be: phDJ:ographS C:sr the · " · 13. Ibid. · · · 
· rcrii lee H~e~y Oswald departing from . ., 
· the Soviet and Cuban .embassies _in 
· Mc~ico · City~ . I! · those· photog:rap'hs 
; exist. their i'ub,Ucation would h~lp to 
s~tlle the question. If th,ey don't', t!le .• 

. CIA "S.."lould now e;cplain ·why not. lei .. 
: =-.!the: cas-e. it should also. disclose. what . 
: it kr.ows about the 'man it wrongly . •' 
' i-:1-.::ltifl.::d u Oswald on two separ:~te . 
: oc.-:a;;ions.. it should. e.icplam- why it·-~ :' 
. heHev-::s th:1t thi~ man wu not imp.ar- . 
: sonating Oswald. ./Ul these . matt~rs 
· shc.uid b~ cbriW:d both by .. the ClA 
. its.!if. and by .the congressional _com- '< 
. rn!tt.::..:s th:tt are abOut to invest~~!e its . 
~;:tivitic:s.. . . · ' 0 · 

.··· ... 
.. . . 

·;;. . .. ~~ .. · 

15?d.ward Jay Epstein, Inquest:. Th.;: 

. . rllarren Commission and the Es.tablish-
ment of Truth (VL'<in.i, J 966}. · . · 

. 1 ~M~. · Rocca~ :deputy. chief of .. the 
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While Oswald's ·familyresid~ \Vith :M:rs~ Pain~~WiilianiF~ Si~ons. 
pinnopluyer in the musical combo :which 'rorked. at the Carousel Club 
from September 17, 1963, until November 21, 1963, li:ved at 2539 \\:rest 
Fifth Street, in Irving. ·Simmons has stated that his only relation~ 
ship to Ruby was as an employee, that Ruby never visited_ him, that · 

-he did not 1rnow Oswald, and that he ha<l never seen Oswald at the 
Carousel Club.11110 Other persons in tlietieighborho()_d t.~ew of no · 
connection between Ruby and Oswald.11111 ·. - • _: ~- _. . . 

. · The Commission· has investigated rumorS that Jack R 
Harvey .Os~ald were both homqsexuals and, .thus, might . own 
each other in that respect. However, no evidence has 'been uncovered 
to support the rumors, . the closest acquaintances of ~th men em-

·phatically deny them,1192 · and Ruby's nightclubs were not· kn~wn to 
have been frequente-d byhomosexuals.1193 . . _ · · . · _ · 

final suggestion of :a: connection'. between· Jack' Ruby and Lee _ • 
Oswald arises from the testimony of Oswald_'s mother, Mar~ ... 

. . Oswald. ' When appearing before ·the CommiSsion, }Irs. · 
Oswald related that on November 23, 1963, before Ruby shot Oswal~ · 
FBI Agent Bardwell D: Odum. showed her a picture· of a man she 
believed was Jack Ruby, and asked :whether the man shoWn wlis · 
familiar to her. Odum had first attempted to see Marina Oswald, but 
Marguerite refused to allow Ma.rin_a to be disturbed· at that time. 1m 
In the course· of Marguerite's testimony; the Commission asked tlle 
FBI for a copy of the photograph displayed by Odum tc her~ . When 
Marguerite viewed the photograph provided the Commission, . she 
stated t11at the picture was different from the one she saw in November, · 
in part because the "top two corners" were .. cut differently .and because .. 
the man dep!cted was not Jack Ruby?i95 : .· • · - · . · • _ · : -_ • 

The Commission has investigated this matter and determined that 
Special Agent Odum did show a picture to Marguerite Oswald. for 
possible identification but thnt the picture :was nof·of Jack Ruby. 
On November 22 the CIA-had provid~d the FBI With a phptograph 
of a man who~ it WaS thought at the time1 might haYe been aSSoCiated 
with Oswald.· To prevent the viewer from determining .precisely 

. where the picture hnd be.en taken, FBI Agent Odrim had trimmed the 
background from tlH') photograph by making~ series of strnight cuts 
:which reduced the picture to ·an irregular hexagonal shape.1198 The 
picture which was displayed by the Commis5ion to Marguerite Oswald 
was a copy of the same picture shown her by Agent Odum; however, 
in supplying a duplicate photograph for Commission use the FBI 
had ~ropped the background by cutting along the contours of the 
body of the man shown,11111 resulting in a photograph without ·any 
background, unlike the first photograph Marguerite Viewed on No­
vember 23. Affi<;la vits obtained from the CL\ and· from the two FBI­
agents who trimmed the photographs established that the one shovm to · 
M:rs. Oswald before the Commission, though trimmed differently from 
the one shown her on NoYember 23, :was a copy of the s~me picture. 
Neither picture was of Jack Ruby.1198 The.original photograph had 
been taken by the CIA outside of the United. States sometime between 
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July 1_, l?63, andNove~!:r 22,1963, during all of which time Ruby 
"'as w1thm the country. . · _ .. ._ _ . ..- .. 

. . . 

.. ' ·Ruby's Background and Associations ·. 

f .. _ .. In·_· addition to . examining ht detail Jack Ruby's . acthities. from 

I·· __ . · -So\·emoor 21 to No\•ember 24 and his possible acquaintanceship with .. · 
· tee Han·ey Oswald, the Commission has considered ~·hether or not 

·. . . with individuals or groups that might have obvi-
t eed for any direct contact near the time of the assassination. 

·; 
., 

~: 

. -

Study of Jack Ruby's background, whichis set out more fully in 
· ·. · . · appendix XVI, leads to the firni conclusion that he had no such ties. 

Bruiness activities.----:Ruby's entire life is characteristic of a rigor­
ously independent person. He. moved from his family home soon 
after leaving high school at: age 16, although a "family" residence has 
been maintained in Chicago-throughout the y~ars.1200 Later, in 1947, 

._he moved from Chicago to Dallas and maintained only sporadic con­

. ts.ct with most of his fa.mily;1201 For most of his working years and 
continuously since 1947, Jack Ruby was self-employed.UO:II .Although 

· 'time, the partnerships were not lasting,· 
_ preferred to. operate independently . 

Ruby's main sources of income were his two nightclubs-the Carou-
-- · sel Club' and the Vegas Club-although he also frequently pur .. _ 

sued a number · of independent, short-lived business promotions . 
(Ruby's business dealings are described in greater detail in app. 
XVI.) ·At the time of the aSsassination, the United States claimed 
approximately $44,000 in delinquent taxes, and he was in substantial 
debt to his brother Earl and to his friend Ralph Paul.1203 However, 
there are no indica.tiorui that Earl Ruby or Ralph Paul was exerting 
pressure for payment or that Ruby's tax liabilities were not susceptgiJz;,!,:!.eos -----­

. ·to an acceptable settlement. Ruby operated his clubs on 
_ of cash on his person; 
· the fact that approximately $3,000 in _ 
cash was found on his person and in his automobile when arrested. 

· · )n had trimmed :he · 
· - -. __ . .}es of straight cuts .:-- . : , -~;-
·. '"-:.:tal shape;me 11lt' 

Nor do his meager financial records reflect any suspicious activities. 
He Used his bank aci:ounts only infrequently, with no unexplained · · 
large transactions; and no entries were made to Ruby's safe-deposit 

eOswnlcl. ~ 
. . uni; howPwr. 
. _., . h FI I _ ·.:-<: \!iSIOn use t e · l 

--'_::•;/~Ae· contourS of tht> ~-
. : ;:~·~aph without :my -

.. ··>lite viewed on Xo-
._ ·~:c:-: <!from the t'wo FHI 

;::~~~W;~f:Jtt tl!e oneshO\~n 10 
· · · ... ,,_;>::c--:~d differently from :':•: :~n the same picturt!. 
. · ·\P photograph ha;i 

.·::•:':.):jsometime betw~n 

.( 

boxes in over a year prior to the shooting of Oswald~12o.& Th~re is 
no evidence that Ruby received any sums after his arrest except royal- . 
ties _fr~m a syndicaJ;ed newspaper article on his life.and small contri­
butions for his defense from friends, sympathizerS, and family 
members. l:los · - . 

Ruby'8 political acti'Vitie~.---J ack Ruby considered himself a Dem­
m part because his brother Hyman had been active 

. ward politics in Chieago.1208 When Ruby was_arrested, 
poh~ officers found in his apartment, 10 political cards urging the 
e~ecbon of the "Conservative Democratic slate," 1201 but the Commis- · 
110n has found no evidence that Ruby had distributed that literature 
llld he is not known ever to have campaigned for any political candi-
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It is also clear that even his better written I~tters-~nta1~ed some dis~)~;/ , 
t.inctive elements o.f ·spelling, ·grn.inmn~, and puncttiatiC?~ that. ~~re·>_·:&i£{ .. · 

· common to his ·poorer efforts .. Oswald wrote in hiS diarj .tlUtt h~ '?> · .. :.:, ·. 
re.ooivcd help from his Intourist ·ouide, Rima Sllirokova;:_in the·:·:,-;,;_:·::;;~. .: 

.. preparation of his letter of October 16, 1959,t(l tb.e Sup~e S~viet.125 •• ::};_,;':; .: 

." . Speculation.~-AN egrojanitor who was a Witness to the sl1ootingand .z>:: .:·: · . 
-w·as supposed to be able to identifY Oswald ~s the.}ciller -\\-a_s .held in:;'<::.": ; . , 
protective custody by the Da11ns police until lle could appear befon{·) ·: .. 
the President's · O>mmis3ion on the ·Assassination .'of·. PreSident~·,_·: .. 
Kennedy. . . , · .·~·;; · .. :·~:·:. ,-·_._:'-.. ··:~:·.-.· ·' 

Commission fintling.~Inv~stigatio.n revealed tl1a.tthis stticy.·h~d:nti · .. 
foundation in fact. No sttch witness. was kept in prote~iv~ ei!StQdy by· ... 

. the Dallas p()lice for appearance before the Commission;. ·· ~.pu(~ry­
had its origin in a newspaper account based on hearsay.u• ... :• ·. ·; : ... · _·- ·. 
. Speculation.-:-:-The Secret Servic& incarcerated Marina. Oswald im~ 

.·,·.-

mediately after the assassination. · . . . . · · · ) ·• ·. · .. . · . · · 
. 0011111Tl.ission jintling.-Marina 0S\Ya1d was given protection.by .the: .. 

Secret Service for a period of time after the nssassin:aticm. ·She had· · · 
freedom to communicate witl1 othez's at anytime she desired, tog~.'. 
where she pleased, or to terrn~nate t11e protection at·any time.nr . .< ·"' 

Speculation.-Mrs. Marguerite Oswald was shown a. photogrnph·of .. 
Jack Ruby by an FBI agent. the night befQrErRubykilled h~ son.. . 

Commission fintling.-On the night of November 23, 19~· Special·· _.,. 
Agent Bardwell D;.Qdum of tlie FBI showed Mrs. )fu.rguerite 05Wald 
a picture of a man to detennine whether the mn.n was known to her.· 
Mrs. Oswald stated subsequently that the picture· was of Jack Ruby.· 
The Commission has examined a copy of the pb.otogr.\ph and deter- · 
mined that it was not n picture of Jn.ck Ruby.128 

· .. , . ·• . _ , ........ ~ 
Speculation.-:-The son of the only witness to the Tippit ·:slaying 

was ·arrested after talking to some private investigators :and .. soon 
plunged to his death from an m1barred jail \yindow. . · . ·_ ·. . . . · , .. 
· Commission fintling.--A.ccOrdirig to Mrs~ Helen Markham~ one· ot~ • · ... , 

the witnesses to the Tippit slaying, 1\Irs. Marguerite Oswald and two . 
men who claimed to be reporters from Philadelphia "SOught. to inter-
view her on June 27, 1964 .. · Mrs. ·Markham did not wish. to ·"be·· inter- . :, 
viewed and put them off .. Afterward, Mrs. Markltam's son, 'Vllliam .. 
Edward Markham, talked with Mrs, Oswald and the men apout the .. < . . 

Oswald matter and the shooting of Patrohnan: Tippit. Wininm Ed., -.·\ . < 
ward Markham had been in Norfolk,-Va., atthe time of the'ass.'lssina-:i: ·~ · 
tion and had not returned to Dallas until May 7, 196-!. He· had no .- . 
personal knowledge of the shooting of. Patrolman Tippit. On June·· 
30, 1964, nno~h~r of 1\!rs. Markham's sons~ James .:.t\Jfred l!arkluun, 
was arrested at 1\frs. Mnrkluim's apartment by . Dallas Police on :a 
charge of burglary. ·while trying to escape, he feli from the bathrooni . •· , . 
of the apartment to a concrete driveway about 20 feet below. He was 
taken to Parkland Memorial Hospital, treated fodnjuries, and after · 
6lh hours was taken to jaiL As of J' uly 31, 1964, he was in: Dallas : 
County Jail awaiting trial. There was also a warrant outs~miding 
against him for parole violation.129 . . 
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