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f.IEMOR.\NDUM f.CR: Deputy Director for Operations 

FROM Raymond A. Warren 

SUBJECTS 

Chief, Latin America Division 
/. 
~~-

A. Jack Anderson 20 January 1977 Column 
Titled "CIA Ti-ed to False Os\vald Story" 

B. Identification of the Mr. X in the 
Anderson Column 

1. The attached column, citing the testimony of a t-lr. X, 
alleges that a CIA agent tried to link Oswald to Cuban intelli­
gence officers in ~ .. lexico.. There is, of course, no substance to 
the column's allegatioils. The column identifies the source as 
Mr. X because of attempts on his life, but subsequently gives 
enough information on Mr. X to establish his identity. 

2. According to the Anderson column, Mr. X was first met 
by his CIA contact in Havana before relations with U.S./Cuba were 
severed . tv! r . X had he 1 p e d to o r g an i z e ban k a c c o u n tan t s to e ;:-~ -
bezzle Cuban government funds to finance anti-Castro causes. 
f..lr. X Has reportedly recruited by a !'-!orris Bishop (CIA contact), 
to '"plan an atte111pt on Castro's life. The plan was to fire c:: 
bazooka from a nearby apartment building while Castro was deli.ver­
ing one of his marathon speeches. According to the AndersoiJ 
column, the pl\)t was discovered by Castro's police and ~!r. X 
escaped to Miami. Mr. X also reportedly tried to assassinate 
Castro in Chile in 1971 in le~gue with the Venezuelan Luis Posada 
Carriles, wlto is now being detained in Caracas for the 6 October 
Cuhana airline bombing. The Anderson column ends 1-d. th the 1·eport 
that ,'.IT. X Horkcd for-CIA until 1973 for expenses, hut \.;as p~tic! 
$253,000 in cash by ~lorris Bishop t-·hen he 1vas teruiinated. 
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.~ . Fro n1 t h c a hove d c s c r j p t :i. on o r i\1 r . X , i t i s r c .:1 son a h J y 
• clc~lr that ;,lr. X is Antonio Carlos VECIANA Blanc!t (201-3129(,G). 

VECL\iL\, an a~~sistant bank manager and past president of a pubLic 
accountants :i1ssociation in llavana, first contacted CII\ in H·1.r· 1:1. 

i n Ll c c c Ill b e r l ~) h 0 \I.' h en he a s k c d t he c 0 s ' a t t h at t i me 
to help in an assassination plot against Castro. vcr-r"""!T""i'\!"'T---r.r"T.:""t~.-r---' 

for visas for ten relatives of the four men assigned to kill Castro, 
and also requested four MI rifles with adapters for grenades plus 
eight grenades. The COS did not encourage VECIA~A and subsequently 
c he c k e d . w i t h a n Em b :1 s s y o f f i c e r \d1 o r e p or ted t h a t V E C I A N A h a cl mad c 
similar 11 \v'ild-eyecl" proposals to him. On 23 November 1961 the 
~liami News published a report of an unsuccessful attempt by Antonio 
VECIANA to kill Castro. VECIANA reportedly had arranged to 
assassinate Castro and Cuban President Osvaldo Dorticos on 5 October 
in. Hav~na, but the bazo6ka he was using failed to fire. 

4. There has been no Agency relationship with VECIANA. A 
POA, which was granted for his use in para-military affairs i11 
January 1962, expired in November 1962. VECIANA was born on 
4 October 1935 in Ha~ana. He ~as a member of the People's Revo­
lutionary Movement, an anti-Castro group in Cuba during 1960-fil, and 
was one of the founders of Alpha-66. A certified public accountant 
by trade, VECIANA was with A.I.D; in La Paz in 1968-72. VECIANA 
was registered in ISR t6 the U.S. Army in November 1962 and he 
was terminated without prejudice in July 1966. On 23 July 1962 
VECIANA was interviewed, at his request, by Mr. Harry Real from 
the- DCD New York office. VECIANA asked Real to arrange a mee~ing 
with a senior CIA officer to discuss Alpha-66's plans to assassinate 
Castro and to request CIA's assistance (U.S.$100,000; 10,000 Cuban 
pesos; 48 hand grenades). There is no indication that this request 
was ever acted upon by CIA. 

"5. In April 19G6 a LA Division officer, using 
the alias John Livingston, met VECli\NA in New or- .1 y. fhe 
me e t in g \vas arranged by a retired n a v a 1 officer , James Cogs he 11 , 
\-:ho had informed Chief, WII Division that he had information of value 
concerning Cuba. Nhen .arrived in New York City for the meeting, 
he Has introduced by Cogswell to VECIAN!\. He immediately launched 
a d i s c us s ion o r t h c Cub an p o l i t i c a 1 s i t u at i on an cl no-r e d h i. s s t ron g 
feeling that the only solution was the assassination of Castro . 

. :advised VI:CI!\N/\ that he \v3S in no position to provide hi::1 1vith 
~~....-_...,....._; 

asststancc or encourage him in an assass"in:ttion Jttcmpt and \vJs only 
i n t c r c s t e d in g at he r i. n g in for rna t i an H h i c h h c t h o u g h t w a s t h c p u r p o s e 
of the meeting.. VECI!\NA subsequent}}' said that his roommate l:clix 
ZJ\13!\LA, an refugee, had .excellent contacts in ·Iiavana. It ~-;as 
clear to holve\rcr, VECII\NA H<ls attempting to use. Z1\BALA poten-
tially to Agency financial support for !tis organization . 
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VEl:L\N:\ .suggc:~~tcd th;lt $SO,~l_(l0 tJOUlll he needed to gL~t his 
<1 c t i v i. t L c s o C f t h c g r o u n J . J l=:_i 11 d i c a t c d t. o V H: I :\ ~li\ t h a t h c 

. 1\0ultl look il\tO the Z\BALA matte-r and \vould prob<thly arrange for 
Zi\B/\Li\ to be ~cr)ntacted in Puerto Hico. 

6. There· is no indication in the file that any Agency officer 
in contact Hith VECI.1\Ni\ ever used an alias ~!orris Bishop. There is 
no Morris Bishop 1i5ted in true name in the DDO rolls. There \·:as 
never any contractual relation:::hip with VECIANi\ and hE' \vas not 

.paid CIA funds. 

7. On li Jariuary 1977 a sahitized copy of VECIANA's 201 file 
was made available to staffers from the Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence. 

_Attachment 

sis·.:·;;d 
Ra~2o~d A. Warre~ 

Raymond A. Warren 

DDO/C/LA/COG/OPS:\VJDevine:js (9229) (21 January 1977) 
Distribution: 

Orig & 1 - Addressee 
1 - ADDO · 
1 LA/COG/Chrono 
2 C/LAD 
6)- 201-312966 
1 - ho1d 

,.±. L .\/ er-s 
I AS-5T. -rc ..J}C:Z: 
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·Jack Anderson and L~;s Vlhitten - <f :: 
.8~ __ ·_ ~""-~_l··p_. "':l-~-~-J~-J.- ;t :e-.8~ ~n J . r . .--~ ··_ .-; :_ .. : ~ 

l,.- ........-i 1L j...... ~-'-......; ..a..l.J.. C?:J li .:· .. --.. · .... 
. i A mystery witness bas sworn to ·con- anti-Castro forces ·. migb.t have re- ho:w ;Kennedy would di~. Th~ri_th~ r:~ ~:: ::; . 

al inves:l;::.tors th~t :! Central C!'Uited Oswald. a knc·.m; pre-Castro ble rouser a.lded knowingly that Xen·> :. ·:: 
nee. Agency troduced activist to i.:ill Kennedy. nedy "knows he is a marked man." . : . 

' him to Lee Harvey in Dallas . "''fhe mi)ti';,a on this," states the me- M.ilteer later admitted to the FBI>; 
. tb.ree months befor mo, • .,.vouid oi cotirse be the e:<::>r.!tb· that he had been in-Dallas in June,· · _ 
down Pre!identJ . tioa ~b~L altar the President w<es 1963, but denied having any know!·· ~·i ·.: 

.•. : The witness, whom w·~ b:r;e agreed killed, Oswa!lj would 1:.>-= caught or at_ edge. ot the Kannedy assasssi.nation. · '_-- ::: 
· - least his ice.!lri~y ascertained; tte law ._ H:ne·;er,· the inlormant told the FBI-: · ... 
·to icenli!y oni}' as i'rlr. X because oi at- __ enforcement authoriti~s and the pub-. that he asked Mllteer aftar the saoo-t-·:: ~ :~: · 

· temut.s oi his life, is th9 founder oi a· -~- lie would then blame t~e a.ssassinJ~icn · · ing whether te ~ad known about it in. :1 >' 
' . Cuban terrorist grou:p tb:J.t worked · 0-n tha Castro govemrr.ent; and the can . advance or hau merely been gue;sing. · ·. · ::: · . 
· · clc.s"!ly with the CIA. · · for a forceful overthro•.v would be irre- · "I don't do any guessing,'' replied Mi..k- : ;:i 

,~ _·_ 3Jie :~tb:~~~-~~! ;;. : sistible." ' ·. · ·.- ~eer.~_:' · .. ·· <~_- ... ,. ~-·." . · · ·, ,_ ... ::; <~ · 
·. sas.sinatiqn. Not long alter Kennedy > ·But Hoover tly blocked this · · But the most explosive development·· ; : ·! 

· b · · line of inqu.i;y illyin_g the War· . is i.\Ir. X's statement to at be met Os-:. ; -:: 
·was shot., 3 Dallas depUt"'J 5 eriff .was rea Co.l!"..m!.:i;;ion,on Sept. 21, _19&_" l_t_h_ at wald io. t_he co_mp_ an_y .. of a CIA_a_gent. ·_·_ :;,, .. ··.: __ told by an i.!llorm.ant that Oswai.d had \II 

. be~n associating with some C'llbans at'. tht: rai had k;::t,.t2d ar~d IU~nlmed Congres~nonal mvestic. ~,que:sttoned ·I.:-: 
( .•• 3123 H:ulend.ale." , , . . . : ~ .- ~ '.; Odio s ca~ers. .n~ nam ... d them 2s the myst ~ . • '.! o~ t=u-ee .. _ :-: 
,. ·, Mr. X's drru:!lal:ic testimony cists ,: ~~n H;ll. I.a-wrence H~w~r~ ~~d separat: oc~as~o~~- '!'b.~Y f}lla}r~ ~~n· ~- . :; . . 

... llaht til"' sto 1 Sylvia Cello ,_WUllilm veymour, all ~ntl-C:.~t.o:Ls. eluded ~~}It hJ.5 ~·t<ll1n.lty_ISs~r~n,_.h· .· . ·; ... 
_.- new -o-· ·on ~ r:. : ·: Hoover even suggested t.o.at Odio could ened by tee d::!tallsl:!e prondes consist-,. , :~: 
:::. ~aughter <?l .;:> of Cu ___ . have conlused the names "Loran Hall'' .. ent with what he told us before. Si.gnif· · 

1 
·:. _ 

. oan Pre!:lle~ F(d Jl • ~" -.,.,. ... ~0 th: and "Leon Cswlld." . 1 icantly, he rem::!.i.!IS very strong on tb' · : : ·: · 
FBL Two mon!±s be!.0• ~ ~;-s- ~~nnd~ . ~-. Now the congr~sicnal investigaton . _Oswald sig:O.tmg." . l ·> · 

~~~e~~\y 'tin-~te men_ · hav~ uncovered e"v1dence that .::tll tb.::-ee . The encoun:7r .occuryed l.n a do_w_p· : ~ : ·; 
·b.o fda tift eo, themselves as fr:i"'.DtU derue~ o ap-3rtmez:tt town D~las bul!d:~g. w~ere r.lr. X r;._,d · :-: . 

• -w ha .~0: ; -- and. tnat t_l::.e ~~ the1r _. an appomtment w1th his. CL-\ contact. . . . 
of --r tat:::! e.· ·.- · -::. · · ·.· c . demals be]ore Hoov::!r wrote! his letter The agent was accompamed by a man · . 

One was introduced to her 'a5 "Leon to the Warren Commis.sio!1. . whom Mr. X later recogui.zed...as Ken-·· . > ~- . 
Oswald." Vlhe.n she saw the Picture i.3 The investigaton have alsl• obtained - nedy's killer. - :~ 

. the newspapers of the man~ who had· . the tape of a fascinating con,,. ::rsation, · "\~'hen he saw it was Oswald that· i ::; · 
· sbot Kennedy, she fainted !.rom shock. cting two w~ks in ad·,•:;_,\ce that killed Kennedy," the investigators re-. · ·>: 
·It wa.:~ the !!ame Oswald, she was cer· edy would be shot "from an c!t- · ported in a coo!idential memo, '.'he .•.. :; . 

· ·. t:lin, who llad visited her zparfulent. .. ice buildl!!g mt::t a high-power&: ri- nearly ireaked out, but he never said ~ · ~ :. , -· 
Congressional io.vest!-;::ltors have fie." The.pred!ct!<Jn was made by the anythi · · -- ·. · .. ·:--.. -:' . 

. now learned that the late J. Edgar lata JO$pl:l ill.Ht?er, a right-wing rab- The estigatni:'I trierl to pin down-. : · 
,Hoover deliberately misled the War· : bl~ rouser, who also !iappenecl to h::.:ve . Mr._X on how b.e could be sure that · ·.: 
ren Com:mission about Odio's mystari· close connGctiorur with anti-{:astro man was Oswald. Mr. X replied, 3.C· ,. 1 

ous visitor3. She W33 such a :p~rsuasive leader.~. . · :, ._. co::ding to the memo, that he had '· · :: < 
· •-·· ·witness t!:lat the comm.is.:,ion staff was • · The conversation was taped. on Nov.' learned "bo.w to ret<lin the charnct2r- ·: t : • ~--

prep:u"ing to il::.vf'5tigat:a her story . 9, 196-3, in. l\lia.::Ji by an FBI informant ics of a person; he h:ad trained- .l:J.i.ms.elf ~- · ·~· , :: . 
tho · . · --named Willie Some~et:t, who turned to do that. And iL it wasn't Oswald, it··.- :•_ .. 

S member3 even speculated, a.c- ·· the tape over to the FBI the next day. wa.~ someone who was e:ractly like Ce- t -:; . 
corcllilg to one internal meillo, that the 1\lilteer is heard on the tape describing . ·wald, his ex::~ct douhl<! . ." . -: .· : · .... ·.. •· 1 ::i -
': '• • • ·.~. ' .. ·.- .,,:_ ..... ~-. · .• _ ... :··- ....... 6 ... :.~_ ............ -.";-·- .... ;:,;~~i":~>-;.i "; ... :-:- .. __ ;_ 

.· 

. ., . 




