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Disposition- This document \\'as released with portions deleted, Th.:! 

. · deleted po1·tions contain information about a specific foreign intelligence method, 
· as well as information identifying Agency components. and Agency staff 
·'employees. Agency internal filing instructions were also delete cr. The 

· ·deletions were made under the authority o! exemptions {b) (1)-; (b) (2) and. 
:·(b) (3). .-~~:.-~·.:.: .= . 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT-~. 11American Defectors to the USSR 11 

1. The attached material was part of a soft file entitled 
11American Defectors to t~e USSR '~• which 'lilas set up by /6) 

pport) around 1960 and mai~tained by various omponents 
until ca. 1963. The compilations were derived a variety 
of oou:rce1, a.nd contain both classified and overt data, 

z. In the fall of 1966, the files were turned ove1· t I) 
ta In most instances, basic .information was then abstra-cted 
r the US Defector Machine Progra In all instances in which 

the material was unique, or repr a valuable collation effort, 
it has been incorporated into the appropriate ZOl file, along with 
a copy of this memorandum. 

3. It is sugJest-s:d that any di.sseminab.on of this data shou!.d 
be coordinated with Divisio nd with Staff (CI/MR , in 
view of the frequently inadequate sourcing and of the fact t 
ditHH~~inations have already been mad h: the us Defectoz;) .. 

~adnne .Program} . _ •.. .. _ 

-~_:_ ____ _ 

. ' 
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OSWAID1 Lee Harvey €.:l.P 1 - .:Z ~-9.2YY) 
Data of Births 18 October 1939. New Orleans, Louisia:oa 

Date of' Defeotiona October 19.59 

) 

Educations High school. Alwa,ys a studious type, read books tha·l; ware 
oonsiderad "deep". 

MU1 tacy Service 1 

Joined the Marines at 17. ~s he did this because he didn9 t 
want to be a burden on his moth.9r. Became a PFC, radar operator} 
L4 months service _the Phillppines. Honorable discharge 
on 3 September 19.59 dependency discharge). 

Background a 

Father, an insurance salesman, died before Lee vas born. Has 
a brother who is a salesman at Ac:m.e Brick Com:pa.DY', 'Tort Worth, Tems, 
and a half' brother John Edwrd Pic age 28, a US Air Force Staff' Sargeant 
stationed 1n Japan. 1-bthar is currentls as a euppl,:y mother at 
the 1-leth.odist Orphans Home, Waco,. Texas. DBr 49478, 25 M1.1 l 

According to newspaper article, reasons :for his defection were a -combi­
nation of' f'smil,y' poverty, what he considers the plight of US negroes, and. 
the US M!rines or American im;erial:lsm abroad. At 1.5 or eo he read 
PDas lfapital.'~ and agreed with its theories. A yae.r before his discharge, 
he begam to prepare tor lif'e in the Soviet Union by using a Berlitz 
gl'amillAt" to teach himself how to read and write Russian.. Never, however, · 
did he consider deserting the 1-Brine Corps. 

A.rter discharge ;from the Mlrines, Lea visited his mother in Fort 'Worth 
for about .3 days, then lett .for New Orleans where he planned to resume. 
emploYJn.ent with an export-import oompaey .for which he had worked prior 
to enllsting 1n the loari.nes. Shortly ai'ter he arrived. in New Orleans, 
he B<!tnli his mother a note saying that he had booked passage to Europe, 
that. he was doing something be felt he must do. His arrival in M::>soow 
came as a shock to the fam.:U;r. Travel money probabl.y came from that 
saved \lhil.a in the l-arines. He had never expressed any sympe.tey for 
the Soviet Union or Cormmm1 sm. He had been interested in CUba. and South 
America a:nd his fa.mil,y' would have expected him to go there, if anywhere. 
Nail oent to him since his defection has been addressed to the Hotel. 
l·btropole, 1-bscow. He ac.k:x::Lovledged receipt of hi.s mail in 1959, bu\\ · 
lett.ers aen.l; in 1960 have bean returned to the senders. ({DBF 49478~ 

In tlov001ber 1959 the Soviets were investigating.the possibility of 
sa e to a Soviet higher technical institute. (Wa.sh.Evening Star) 
l·BY 1 J.fra. Oswald received a letter from the Albert Sch'l!eitzer Collega 
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in Sw1taerl.and1 and which was addressed to Lee, which said in effect 
tba. t. this college vas expecting Lee Oswald on 20 April 1960. Arter 
receipt of' the letter, Mrs. Oswald planned to wr1 to p to 
loarn i.t her son was in actwt.l attalldanoe there. DB.F 49478 

The Soviet.a neither encaw-ag~ nor disoouraged Osw.ld.' s desire to become 
a Soviat oiti.zen. The American ~asy wanted him to think it over 
batore hearing his oath renouncing American citiZenship. As a result, 
Oswald is bitter tawards the consul there. He bas stated that regardless 
ot aey material shortcomings he sees whlle in the USSR1 he will never go 
back to the USA. 

\(.<::!.~ '.)>,._,\ ~\ ..... o.;,\;., "t>c:.c;.we.~ t~VIf-"' \)":.~ ..., .... j.4V 

Q_..,., .• .._.,'), \Go~>~ ~\\~•'> \t: •·~ii) ~'tV'•~·.•(,.'!. \C'...,.' 
C.c:. '<-\-11:>,.._ C •_-l.>. 1.4,1 n \ .(_ ch·;• \' \c>o>l~ r--" c 

. . {'>~~ CZ.~"~\ ~ ~u\1. 

\\'\:?)'v-Y\4.~ ~~».'f'\\'.1'1. ~\cll\e.\a.e..,.t\2:1. X\rll':1?\<.c.11la 1 \~e.~"' .iu\i \~~\ l h\e.\bvs\.,. " 
\l....._ .. 'r..a • l11.\..b·"ill>\o ... '\ ~sc;. ... ~~- ~e.~\ ~' ~~.Vlthe...d. 'H~~ c..~a.. \lS~ 
u:~ ,\v.. D ••L:o. \~. 

Unleas so .noted, inr.o is t.rom the Washington Evening Star, 26 Nov. 1959 • 
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5 December 1966 

MENIORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECTt:' 11American Defectors to the US5.E..!..!__ -
1. The attached material was part of a. soft file entitled 

•!American Defectors to the USSR", which was set up by 
around 1960 at .. d maintab·:ed by various · compone.nts 

·until ca. 1963. The compilations were deciyed from a variety 
of sources, and contain both classilied and overt data. • 

.. 
~. In the fall of 1966,. the files were turned over to 

·. In most insta~ces, basic "information was then abstracted 
. . • In a.ll instances in which 

the material was unique, or represented a valuable collation effort, 
it bas been incor}?orated into the appropriate 201 file,. along with 
a. copy of this memorandum. 

. . 
3. It is suggested that any dissemi~L.tion.of this data should. 

be coordinated with and with · · , in 
view of the frequently inadequate sourcing and' of the fact that 
.dissem~nations have already been made · . 
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OS~.JA.tn a lea Earva.r 

·-----.;,...· ----· ------;--·-----·· -------------
1 
I 

Date of Births 18 October 19.39. · rlev Orleans,. touisi.:ana 

Data ot Dei'sctioxu October 19;9 

Educations High schooL Al~s a studioUs t.rpa:. read book$ that ware 
considered "deep~. 

Mill tary Service :s 

Joined the l·S!I.rinea at 17. Says he did this bec:aus~ ha didn't 
want. to be a burden on his J:llOtnar. &cams a PFC, radar operat~Jr; 
l4 months Service the Fb.il!ppines.. Honorsble d:iscb.a.rge 
on .3 Sep~r 1952 ependenc,y discharge).. · 

:81\ckgrou:cd 3 

::ather, an insurru;u:::a salesman, died be.f'ore I..ae ws. bo:rD. F...as 
a brot:b.er who is a salesman at Acme· Brick Com~, Fort Worth, Texas, 
and a ba.l.f' brother John Edard Pic age .23, a. US Air Force St..a.f'.f' Sargea::tt 

· stationed in Japan... J.bth&r is currently employed as a supply t:tother at 
th9 l.tbtbod.ist. Orpban:i Home7 Waco, Ta::cas. 1 

· • . . 
According to newspapar article, reasons .for his def'eotion uere a combi­
nation or :f"am.il,y poverty, what he considers the plight. o.£ US neg:roes, a.r..d 
tba US l·hrines or American i.m;erialism abroad. At 15 or so be read 
IIDas Xapital.131 and _agreed 'With its tbsoritts.. .A year be.fore his discharge,. 
hs began to prepare for lif'e 1n the Soviet Union by using a Berlitz 
grammar to taach b.il:i1seU boW' to read and write F:u.ss:!.an.. never, h.ovever~ 

· did he ~n.sider deserting the Mu-ine Corps. 

Af'ter discharge . .from. the J..arines, Lae v~itad his mother. 1n Fort Worth 
for about. 3 days, than lai't for New Orleans where bs planned to reSUI!le 
emplo_ymant with an export-import compa.o;r .for which he had worked prior. . 
to enl.i.sting in the l1:t..ri:oes.. Short],y ai'ter he arrived in New Orle.ans, .. 
ha sent. his mother a note sa.ying that be bad booked passage- ·t.o Europe1 . 

that ha vas doing somerthing he fe~t hs mu.st do.. His arrival. in l·bscow 
came as a shock to tha .famil,y. Travel'money }trobably' callla .from that. 
saved whi.l.e in the 2-arines... He had :cever expressed any syinpatb:r for 
the Soviet UDion or Commnn~sm. He i".ru:l been· interested in CUba and.Soutl:l 
.A.m.sric:a and his .f'amUy would have expected him to go there;--· ii" anywhere~ 
Mall sent to b.im. since his defection bas been add:essed to the Hotal 
1-atropol.a, 1-bacow.. He acko.ot.~ledged receipt or his caU in 1959, but 
letters sent in 1960 have been returned to tbe senders. . . -· · ·. · 

In November 1959 the Soviets were investigating the possibility· of · 
to a Soviet highsr technical institute. {\-lash.Sveni:og Star) 

Hay 1 Mrs. Osvald received a letter f'rot1 the Albert Sch".leitzer College 
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in Swit.serl.w::d, aJ::d which ~~as add:-essed to I..ea ~ uhich said in e!.f"act · 
tba.t th.1s college _vas expecting Las Oswld. on 20 April. 1.960... A1'ter . 
~ecsipt of the lstta::-, l>!:-s. Oswald pl.amled to vrite to the ~llage to 
learn i.f' bar son -was in actual attaiJds.nee there. 

The Soviata neither enccuraged :cor discc:nl-""8ged Osvald's desire to bec:::on:e 
a Sov-'..;:tl;, citizen.. T'o.e American Btlbassy w.ntad him to think it over 
be.fora h.:a.l"in:g. his oath renounci.Dg A.marlcan citizenship .. ·As a result, 
O:Nald is bitter tawards tba eonsul there. He bas stav...d that rsgardless 
o:f' aey material. shorteo!ldngs be saes -whil-a in the USSR, he will never go 
back to tbs ·uSA .. 
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