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1. IN VIEW OF REPORTS THAT ASSASSIN OF ~lt{R fIN LUTHER Kl NG 
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OWNS FARM AT PENA BLANCA-NEAR LAKE YOJOA 1 DEPARTMENT OF CORTESq 

.\ HO:\DURAS, BR/\GGED THAT MURDERERS OF CIVIL RIGHTS \~ORKERS IN 
MISSISSIPPI HAD STAYED WITH HIM AND THAT ANYONE ELSE IN SIMILAR 
DIFFICULTIES \I.'OULD ALSO FIND REFUGE AT HIS FARM., \!JEIR 
REPRESENTS HIMSELF TO BE AMERICAN CITIZEN BUT- NO RPT NO RECORD 

. AT EITHER _piS ASS Y OR CO NSULA TEe, 
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ln. IN VIEW OF REPORTS THAT 'ASS.A.§.~JN OF MARTIN LUTHER KING· 
IN GUATEMALA. WE REPORT FOLLOWING INFORMATION PICKED UP 
PRiOR TO KING MUR DERo -\,LEW I.S WEIR /(UNSURE 0 F SPELL! NG) WHO . 
OWNS FARM AT PENA BLANCA"1Jt:iiFf'L"/.iKit YOJOA~ DEPARTMENT OF CORTES 9 

HONDURAS, BRAGGED THAT MURDERERS OF CIVIL RIGHTS WORKERS IN . 
MISSISSIPPI HAD STAYED WITH HIM AND THAT ANYONE ELSE .IN SIMILAR 
DIF.FICULTIES WOULD ALSO FIND REFUGE AT HIS FARMo. vJEIR 
REPRESENTS HIMSELF TO BE AMERICAN CITIZEN BUT NO RPT NO RECORD 
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SUSPECTED MURDERER OF DRo MARTIN LUTHE KING, 
ON LOCAL RADIO AND TV NEWSCASTS IN OT_TAWA TODAY,_ NOTABLY.· 
BECAUSE RAY WAS REPORTELY BEARER OF CANADIAN PASSPORT.., - ·: 
EMBASSY LEGAL ATTACHES STATES THAT RAY HAS IN FACT BEEN . · . 
IDENTIFIED AS BEARER OF CANADIAN PASSPORT IN NAME Or 

.· RAMON GEORGE SNEYD PURSUANT EXHAUSTIVE CHECK OF CANADIAN · 
·PASSPORT FILES BY ·EXTAFF AND RCMPo FULL DETAILS AVAILABLE 

FBI HEADQUARTERS WASHINGTON... . . 
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SUBJECT: EXTRADITION JAMES EARL RAY 
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BQI..J STREET MAGJSTRf1TE <;;OURT .CONVENED AT !0:30 AI~ AND 
ADJOURNED AT 5~00 PMo EVIDENCE WAS PRESENTED BY BO[H 
COUNSELS WITH DEFENSE DUE TO FINISH SUMM!N.G. UP HIS 
ARGUMENTS ON TUESDAYv JULY 2~ COUNSEL FOR U~So WILL . 
ALSO Sut•1 UP ON Tllt\T DA'/o IHE i1AGlS'IRA1E Sis\TED THAT HE 
\·JOLJLD LIKE TO HAVl:: THE CASE CO(rJPLETEO ON JULY 2 IN ORDER 

FOR HIM TO GIVE HIS DECISION THAT EVENING~---
~-····-·· .... - ····-- .. ·-' .. 

~JR., VINSON US I\SS£STANT ATTORNEY GENERAL WILL RENA(N 
FOR THE TUESDAY SESSION" BRUCE 

L Hll T ED 0 F F 1 C I I\ L US E 
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· .. :- ... -- .. _:,._ .. 
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BOW STREET MAGISTRATE COURT CONVENED AT 1121:30 AM AND 
ADJOU~NED AI §:121121 PMo EVIDENCE WAS PRESENTED BY.BOTH 
COUNSELS WITH DEFENSE DUE TO FINISH S~MMING UP HIS 
ARGUMENTS ON TUESDAY., JULY 2c COUNSEL FOR UGSo WILL 
ALSO SUM·up ON THAT DAYo THE MAGISTRAtE STATED THAT HE 

-WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE CASE ·COMPLETED nN JULY 2 iN-ORDER 
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-- ----FOR HER FURT 
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I --. 
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l. YOU t·1AY INFOmJ FOREIGN OFFICE TENNESSEE DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
ROUTINELY FILED INDICHiENT \•'HIGH HAD BEEN RETURNED ON ~·.1 EAPONS 
CHt-iliGE. '.o'E H/I.VE ADVISED HIM OF TREATY OBLIGATION AND HE 
PHENDS t·lOVF. TO t'.'ITHDR/\\•' THE CH/'1RGE PROi'lPTLY. 

%. Ti~l:!'!ES:>EE 1\UTHGHITIES- ~·-'ILL i\NS\•!ER PRESS QUERIES \•.1 ~TH SH1PLE 
ST t,TE!,1E~lT THAT THEY HAVE BEEN INFORi·iED \•.'E:APONS CHAHGE IS 
t,!OT EXTHADITAI3LE OFFENSE UNDER EXTRADITION TREATY \o!ITH GREAT 
:miT!IIN M-!D THAT Rf\Y cr,N BE PROSECUTED ONLY FOR OFFENSES FOR 
WHICH HE WAS EXTRADITED. RUSK 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SUB : RAY EXTRADITION~ 

. '-·· ·--------
FOR HER FURT 

1. ~OU MAY INFORM FOREIGN OFFICE TENNESSEE DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
ROUTINELY FILED INDICTMENT l.I'HICH HAD BEEN RETURNED ON WEAPONS 
CHARGE. ~E HAVE ADVISED HIM OF TREATY OBLIGATION AND HE 
INTENDS MOVE TO \o.l ITHDRA,_..r THE CHARGE PROMPTLY. 

2. Tr~NNESSEE AUTHOHITIES \sJILL ANS~!ER PRESS .QUERIES \•.iiTH SIMPLE 
STATE1'1ENT THAT THEY HAVE BEEN INFORMED '.•.I'EAPONS CHARGE .IS 
NOT EXTRADITABLE OFFENSE UNDER EXTRADITION TREATY ~JITH GREAT 
BRITAIN AND THAT RAY CAN BE PROSECUTED ONLY FOR OFFENSES FOR 
WHICH HE WAS EXTRADITED. RUSK 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE()// 
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Pi\SS US If~ 

PAB IS FOB LEGr'\L. /\T: ACHE 

1; DESPlfE EX1ENS1VE PUBLlCITY JN JN1ERNATIONAL PRESS 
OF Pi?ESENCF IN POHTLIGAL FOR SOME DAYS .tN f'lAY OF /ILI.EGF'D 
K I L L E P. 0 F D H ,. 1"1 M!T l N L U T II E R K IN G ,. '!' H n~ E H A S S T i L L 8 F f. N 
~JO r•IEN;·rot~ IN LOCAL PRESS OF fHlS FAClo 

2 ~. N 0 rJ E f HE. L E S S 8 Y L f\ S T W E'E' K E N D T ~!T E R t J A T I 0 tJ A L P R E S S 
R ~ P 0 t; T i'Y S !l Ul E H A D \<II N D C .F P 0 R Tt l G U F S E · ,!:\ N G L £. 0 ~: S [ G R '( 

MJ D l!M1 BEEN JO.t NED BY FAIRLY L Af?GF GP. OUP OF REPS F!i 01'1 
EIJGLJ~-:H fiND MlU?ICAN .PRESS, MAGAZINES .O.ND TV SE'EKtNG 

DETAtLS. rNI'!'fM .. LY l'HESE HFPOR"rn.,.s \~ERE FRUSTRATED 
BECAUSE (;~-o- DJfFJC;Ut.TY fRACT.NG RA'USNEYD"S .li'.'TIVITTFS 
D U H I N G H l S S I f1 Y A N D I N fl l3l l I T '( T 0 F I N D AN )' S 0 U I? C ;. S 0 F 

HMW J.Ni:o. E'JF~TU/-ii .. LY Hf.FORTERS DUG OU1 NAME OF L0CAL 
Ho·~·n. l·.'!li::HE ruw ~ lJfJDF~ NPJ"lF. oF SNFYDY HAD BEEN STA'tNG 
AND JNTEf<'JiE'..JED HOrt:L Ef1PLOYEESY Gl.fHS [N N£Af?8Y BAnS . 
AND OTHER LOW LEVEL SQUHCES WH0 9 viE GJ'I.~-HFR .> \.JERE l'NAFI:. f. 
TO PHOVID2 AN'(lHl~C:i OTHU! THAN LOCAL COLOR .. 

3o FOJ~ fJEPf'S .iNFO_, 1.'/F BELIEVE fH~POH'IERS .. f_SPfCIA:.i_Y 
FHOf1 LiFi:.·, Hf1VE FUi;S!JE.D TWO MJGi ES HE.FE WHICH fHfY 
~'lr\Y Sl\FK 'CO USE. l;!HST OF TIIE!~E iS EXCllfltJGF (H: 
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·CONFIDENTIAL 
PAG~ 02 LISBON 01567 l41828Z 

NOTES CONNECTED WITH i908 PORTUGAL/US EXIRADITI'ON 
TREATY W~ICH APPEARS TO FORECLOSE EXTRADITION TO 
US OF PERSON CHARGED WITH CAPITAL CRIME~ WE UNDER
STAND REPORTERS MAY BE BUILDING ON JHIS LIMITATION 
A SCENARIO BY WHICH AMERICAN AUTHORITIES, POSSIBLY 
INCLUDING EMBASSY, WERE AWARE OF RAY/SNEYD'S PRESENCE 
HERE BUT DID NOTHING ABOUT IT- BECAUSE OF EXTRADITION 

•• 

. TREATY .PROVISO~ INSTEAD WAITING UNTIL HE WAS SOME
PLACE WHERE SUCH RESTRICTION Din NOT EXISTo ALTHOUGH 
EMBOFFS IN GOOD CONSCIENC~ DtNIED THEY HAD ANY KNOW
LEDGE DURING DATES RAY/SNEYD WAS REPORTEDLY IN PORTUGAL 

OF HIS PRESENCE IN PORTUGAL, AN6 MADE NO COMMENT AFTER 
LEARNING OF FACTS FROM FBI REP, WE ARE NOT SURE THESE 

DENIALS .HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED IN LlGHT OF "ANGLE" RE- . 
POfHERS HAVE DISCOVEREDo . 

- 4. OTHER 'ANGLE WAS THAT RAY/SNEYD CAME HERE TO INVEST!-. 
GATE POSSIBILITY OF ENLISTING AS MERCENAR~ GIVEN ALLEGED .. 
REPUTATIO-N OF LISBON AS CENTER FOR MERCENARY RECRUIT- . 
MENT. WE DO NOT RPT NOT KNOW WHAT RAY/SNEYD MAY HAVE 

DONE ALONG THESE LINES NOR DO- WE KNOW WHAT REPORTERS 
MAY HAVE FILED IN THIS CONNECTION a FONMINISTRY. OFFICIAL 
TOLD EMBOFF THAT CIRCULATION OF THIS PARTICULAR RUMOR 
I~ INTERNATIONAL PRESS WAS ONE REASON WHY GOP HAD 

-WITHHELD ANY STATEMENT OF FACTS TO PRESS UNTIL 
. JUNE. l2a HE ADDED GOP HAD ALSO WISHED TO GIVE 

APPROPRIATE "AGENCIES ADEQUATE TIME TO CHECK. AVAIL-
ABL~ FACTS .. 

5~ FONMINISTRY INFO DIRECTOR CALLED IN LOCAL AND 
HHERf'IATIONA-L PRESS REPS JUNE 12o REPORTERS WERE 
GIVEN BRIEF FACTUAL ACCOUNT, INCLUDING DATES WHEN 
RAY/SNEYD HAD BEEN HERE, ISSUANCE SECOND CANADIAN 
-PASSPORT BY CANADIAN EMBASSY LISBON, THAT P IDE HAD 
BEEN COOP!RATING WITH FBI WHICH HAD SENT REP TO 
LJSBON TO CHECK INTO RAY/SNEYD"S STAY HERE, THAT 
GOP HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF HIS STAY HERt AT THAT TIME, 
AND THAT THERE WAS NOTHING UNUSUAL ABOUT HIS ACTIVITIES 
. HERE AS FAR AS AUTHORITIES COULD DETERMINEo 
PORTUGUESE REPO~TERS APPARENTLY-STILL PREVENTED BY 
CENSORSHIP FROM PUBLISHING ANY ENTION OF RAY/SNEYD"S 
PRESENC& IN PORTUGAL~ GP-4o 

CONFIDENTIAL 
-· ,. '· 
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53. 
ACTION EUR 20 

.62 0Z .. "JUN 6·8 
MEMBASSY LISBON 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2174 
INFO· AMEfqBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY gARI S 

. . . 
e.., .,.;:o c.:»~ ..I>._,.._.. .... _;_. C''-" •";& ~·."1 ~~~ ··...:o. o' .. -~ . .j '.P o,;.o "-' 

C 0 N F I :D . E N T I A L L.T SBON 15 67 . 

SUBJ;: P!tESENGE ·Of JAMES EARL RAY IN PORTUGAL 

PASS USIA 

PArHS FOH LEGAL ATTACHE. 

TELE 

lo DESPifE EXlENSIVE PUBLICITY IN INTERNATIONAL PRESS 
Or PHESENCF t~l PORTUGAL FOR SOME DAYS .lN MAY OF fllLEGE;D 

KILLER OF DlL l'lAHTIN LUTHER KING.) IHE:RE HAS STILL .Bft~N: 
NO MEN'!.'ION IN .lOCAL P~ESS OF THIS FACT.) 

2o NO~ET~ELESS BY LAST WEEKEND r~TERNATIONAL PRFSS 
REPORTER~i HFHE HAD \•liND OF f:ORTIIGUESE .tiNGLE o~o· s;·OR'( 

AND HAD BEEN JOINED BY FAIRLY LARGE GROUP OF REPS ~ROM 
ENGLISH AND AME.RICAN ?HESS~ ~IAGAZJNES P.ND TV SETXING 

DETAILS., lNIII ALLY THESE RFPOR".rEPS \IIERE !'RUSTHA'~'FD 
BE C A IJ S E 0 F D J. F F i' CUi.. T Y r R A C I. N G R A \' .: S N E 't D • S ACT I V I T l E S 
DURING IHS STAY AND INABIL TTY TO FIN.D ANY SOI.P?C:-S OF 
HARD IN~Uu EVENTUA~LY H!FORTERS DUG OUI NAM~ 0~ L0CAL 
HOTEL \oJHERF: HAY 11 UNDEH NAME or: SNFYD\, HAD BE~EN STA'lNG 
AND·INTE.RVI.EWED HOrEL EMPLOYEES,, GJ.fU.S TN NEARBY Bl~1\.S' 
AND OTHER LOW LE:V EL SOUHCES WHO a WE G A n!F.R ... WERE l'N AB: f. 
TO PROVIDi ANYTHT~G OTHFR THAN (OCAL C0~0R~ 

3. FOI~ IJEI'T"f-i jflli~O, viE !3ELIEVI:. HI:FOH!I!I?:;" F~;PEGIA:.LY 
FROM LirE~ Hr,vE ~'Ui!SUE.D HJO MJGL r:s HEFf:.. WHI'::H rHrY 

1
-.-.... ) ... c-.··,/·- .) tj{)~) / 

MAY SEEK TO U!:iE." 1:1 HST OF TUF:SE !.S EXCIIANG[ lll; ') 

. ' •.. , .1/. :; ~' 
. 'J -'· /· . 40 /, ·, ' • :) ........ / • • • • 
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·CONFIDENTIAL 
LISBON 1211567 l41828Z 

NOTES CONNECTED WITH [908 PORTUGAL/US EXTRADITION 
TREATY WHICH APPEARS.TO FORECLOSE EXTRADITION TO 
US OF PERSON CHARGED WITH CAPITAL CRIMEo WE UNDER
STAND ~EPORTERS MAY BE BUILDING ON JHIS LIMITATION 

•• 

A SCENARIO BY WHICH AMERICAN AUTHORITIES, POSSIBLY 
INCLUDING EMBASSY, WERE AWARE OF RAY/SNEYD'S PRESENCE 
HERE BUT DID NOTHING ABOUT IT- BECAUSE OF EXTRADITION 
TREATY .PROVISO, INSTEAD WAITING UNTIL HE WAS SOME
PLACE WHERE SUCH RESTRICTION DID NOT EXISTo ALTHOUGH 
EMBOFFS IN GOOD CONSCIENC~ D~NIED THEY HAD ANY KNOW
LEDGE DURING DATES RAY/SNEYD WAS REPORTEDLY IN PORTUGAL 

OF HIS PRESENCE IN PORTUGAL, AND MADE NO COMMENT AFTER 
LEARNING OF FACTS FROM FBI REP, WE ARE NOT SURE THESE 

DENIALS .HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED IN LIGHT OF "ANGLE" RE-
PO.RTERS HAVE DISCOVERED. . 

.. 

. 4. OTHER ANGLE WAS THAT RAY/SNEYD CAME HERE TO INVESTI
GATE POSSIBILITY OF ENLISTING AS MERCENARY GIVEN ALLEGED. 
REPUTATIO-N OF LISBON AS CENTER FOR MERCENARY RECRUIT
MENT. WE DO NOT RPT NOT KNOW WHAT RAY/SNEYD MAY HAVE 

DONE ALONG THESE LINES NOR DO. WE KNOW WHAT REPORTERS 
MAY HAVE FILED IN THIS CONNECTIONo FONMINISTRY. OFFICIAL 
TOLD EMBOFF THAT CIRCULATION OF THIS PARTICULAR RUMOR 

· I~ INTERNATIONAL PRESS WAS ONE REASON WHY GOP HAD 
·WITHHELD ANY STATEMENT OF FACTS TO PRESS UNTIL 
:JUNE 12 .. HE ADDED GOP HAD ALSO WISHED TO GIVE 

APPROPRIATE. AGENCIES ADEQUATE TIME TO CHECK. AVAIL
ABLE: FACTS,. 

5~ FONMINISTRY INFO DIRECTOR CALLED IN LOCAL AND 
INTERt-IATIONA-L PRESS REPS JUNE 12o REPORTERS WERE 
GIVEN BRIEF FACTUAL ACCOUNT, 'INCLUDING DATES WHEN 
RAY/SNEYD HAD BEEN HERE, ISSUANCE SECOND CANADIAN 
-PASSPORT BY CANADIAN EMBASSY LISBON, THAT PIDE HAD 
BEEN COOPERATING WITH FBI WHICH HAD SENT REP TO 
LJSBON TO CHECK INTO RAY/SNEYD'S STAY HERE, THAT 
GOP HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF HIS STAY HERt AT THAT TIME, 
AND THAT THERE WAS NOTHING UNUSUAL ABOUT HIS ACTIVITIES 

HERE AS FAR AS AUTHORITIES COULD DETERMINEo 
PORTUGUESE REPO~TERS APPARENTLY-STILL PREVENTED BY 
CENSORSHIP FROM PUBLISHING ANY ENTION OF RAY/SNEYD'S 
PRESENCE IN PORTUGALo GP-4o 

CONFIDENTIAL 
,.,..-....._. 
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0 181254Z JUN 68 
FM AMEMBASSY:LONOON _ 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 4249 

LIMiTED OFFICIAL USE LONDON 1121017 

PASS VINSON JUSTICE 

SUBJECT: EXTRADITiON JAMES EARL RAY 
. -----

THE MAGISTRATE OF BOW STREET COURT MR~ FRA~K MILTON CONVENED 
COURT TUESDAY JUNE 18 AT 10:3121 AM .. THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC 
PROSECUTION ADVISED THE COURT -AT THE OPENING OF THE HE.~RI NG 
THAT HE HAD COME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT AS EXTRADITION CHARGES 
AGAINST SNEYD WERE· PEND! NG THEY TOOK PRECEDENCi:: OVER THE 
ENGLISH. CHARGES AND THEREFORE REQUESTED THAT SNEYD BE REMANDED 
IN CUSTODY FOR THE MAXIMUM PERIOD UNTIL THE EXTRADITION HEARING. 
WAS CO.NCLUDED. THE COURT AGREED .. THE MI\Gf~)Tf/ATE FORM.l\LLY .REMANDED 
SNEYD ALIAS RAY IN CUSTODY FOR THE MAXIMUM PERIOD. THE MAGISTRATE 
STATED THAT-HE WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE EXTRADITON HEARING.CONCLUDED 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND PREFERABLY· WITHIN THE PERIOD THAT RAY 
IS.REMANDED IN CUSTODY ON THE ENGLISH CHARGES~ THE MAGISTRATE 
SUGGESTED THE DATE OF THURSDAY, JUNE 27, FOk THE HEARING. BOTH 
NIGEL GRAHAM MAW, COUNSEL FOR THE Uo~' AND D~FENSE COUNSEL,_ 
ROGER FRISBY, AGREED TO THIS DATE AND THE MAGIS fR_<\TE SO ORDERED 
THE HEARING TO BE HELD ON THE 27TH OF JUNE. 
NIGEL GRAHAM MAW, COUNSEL FOR THE U.S .. , THEN FOHMALLY READ THE 
CHARGES QUOTE JAMES EARL RAY, HEREINAFTER· CALLEO THE DEF£~DAHT, 
SUSPECTED AND ACCUSED OF THE COMMISSION OF THE CRIME 0!.- i•l!.lhD!~;\, 
TO WIT ON 4. APRIL 1968 IN SHELBY COUNTY, STATE OF TENNES~~.d:, 
DID UNLAWFULLY, FELONIOUSLY, WILLFULLY, DELIBERATELY, 
PREMEDITATELY AND OF HIS MALICE AFORETHOUGHT KILL AND r-Jllf(:·~-~~ 

. (j' ''"- (J ---. ) 1-'lr •'())/ ~,-... 
-::::-... ~iexr ~ - IlQ .aa:t Ral;A'St 

.., /, .... ~ ~ ~ :, . ~·. .. ' . . . 
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. LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE .02 LONDON 10Qil7 181340Z 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. WITHIN THE JURISDICTION OF THE USA .. 
RAY, HEREINAFTER CALLED THE DEFENDANT, CONVICTED OF COMMISSION 
OF THE CRIME OF ROBBERY WITH VIOLENCE TO WIT ON FEBRUARY. 19, 1960 

-·.WAS SENTENCED FOR THE CRIME ·oF ROBBERY FIRST DEGREE BY MEANS 
. OF A DANGEROUS AND DEADLY WEAPON WITHIN THE "JURSIOICTION OF 

THE USA UNQUOTE . . _ 
ROGER FRISBY, DEFENSE COUNSEL, WISHED TO MAKE_A STATEMENT WHICH 
m., SNEYD.ASKED HIM TO MAKE., FRISBY REFERRED TO THE .JUNE 10 
LONDON TIMES HEADLINES WHICH STATED QUOTE u. ~ JUSTICE 
DEPARTMENT CHIEF INTERVIEWS KING CASE MAN UNQUOTE FRISBY CONTINUED 
THAT MR., SNEYD STATED THAT HE WAS NOT INTERVIEt~ED BY MR .. VINSON 
NOR ANY OTHER U" S, OFFICIAL .. FRISBY ADVISED THAT COUNSEL WAS 
AUTHORIZED TO ST~TE BY CHIE~ SUPERINTENDENT T~OMAS BUTLER 
METROP6LITAN POLICE ·THAT AT NO TIME WAS MR. SNEYD "INTERVIEWED 
BY MRo VINSON QR ANY OTHER AMERICAN OFF! GI AL.. MR. NA\v, COUNS-EL 

. FOR u., S,,. CONFIRMED THIS STATEMENT. HEARING ADJOURNED UNTIL 
JUNE· 27., . 
IN DISCUSSION .WITH MAW PniOR TO THE HEARING, .HE ADVISED EMBASSY· 
OFFICIAL WHO ALSO PR£SENT -AT HEARING THAT DEFENSE COUNSEL STATED 
OFF THE RECORD REPEAT OFF THE RECORD THAT HIS ONLY ARGUMENT IN· 
THIS CASE IS ON THE GROUNDS THAT lT IS A POLITICAL EXTRADITION. 
MAW ALSO ADVISED THAT IN DISCUSSIONS WITH DEFENSE COUNSEL CASE 
WOULD BE COMPLETED ON 27TH .. 
IN ADDITION, TWO WARRANTS FOR ARREST WERE ISSUED BY THE COU.RT OH 
JUNE l3u CO~IES WILL BE FURNISHED DEPL ·SOONEST. BRUCE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

/""""'. 
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FM AMEMBASSY LONDON _ 
TO SEC~tTI\TE ·wASHDC IMMEDIATE 4249 

·LIMITED OFFICIAL USE-LONDON 10017 

PASS VINSON JUSTICE 

SUBJECT: EXTRADITION JANES fARL RAY ----------

. ,-
-- I · -· .. ·',c. --·· 
- - I 

} ----- -

I 
I 

···-- .. : ••.. _;:...:_:...·.--.:..~---- ·-. -·· t . . 
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THE MAGISTRATE OF BOW STREET COURT MRu FRANK M~LTON CONVE~ED 
COURT TUESDAY JUNE 18 AT 10:30 AM" THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC 
PROSECUTION ADVISED THE COURT AT THE OPENING OF THE HEARING 
THAT HE HAD COME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT AS EXTRADITIO~ CHARGES 
AGAINST SNEYD WERE PENDING THEY TOOK PRECEDENC~ OVER THE 
ENGLISH CHARGES AND THEREFORE REQUESTED THAT S~!EYD BE REMANDED 
IN CUSTODY FOR THE MAXIMUM PERIOD UNTIL THE EXTRADITION HEARING 
WAS COI~CLUDED. THE COURT AGREEDo THE Mt\GI~>THATE FORMALLY .REMANDED 
SNEYD -AL-IAS RAY IN CUSTODY FOR THE f'1AXU'1UM PERIOD. THE r~!~GISTRATE 
STATED THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO SEE THE EXTRADITON HEARING CONCLUDED 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND PREFERABLY WITHIN THE PERIOD THAT RAY 
IS REMANDED IN CUSTODY ON. THE ENGLISH CHARGESo THE NAG! !=;TRATE 
SUGGESTED THE DATE OF THURSDAY, JUNE 27, FOR THE HE~.RI NG. BOTH 
NIGEL GRAHM1 MAW, COUNSEL FOR THE U .. So, A~D DEF'!:NSE COUNSEL, 
ROGER FRISBY, AGREED TO THIS DATE AND THE MAGISfRATE SO ORDERED 
THE HEARING TO BE HELD ON THE 27TH OF JUNE. 
NIGEL GRAHAM MAW, COUNSEL FOR THE U. So, THE~J F0Hf11\LLY READ TilE 
CHARGES QUOTE JAMES EARL RAY, HEREINAFTER CALLED THE DEF~~DAUT, 
SUSPECTED AND ACCUSED OF THE COI1~liSSION OF THE CR II'JE OF i•1URDER, 
TO tviT ON 4 APRIL 1968 IN SHELBY COUNTY, STATE OF TEN~JES~:;~~.E, 
q ID UNLAWFULLY, FELO NI OUSL Y, WILLFULLY, DEL I BER A TELY, 
PREt1EDITATELY AND OF HIS MALICE ETHOUGIIT KILL AND f·lUfi:··~. 

AS 'REFERRED TO -----
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MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. WITH! N THE JURISDICTION OF THE USA. 
RAY, HEREINAFTER CALLED THE DEFENDANT, CONVICTED. OF COMMISSION 
OF THE CRIME OF ROBBERY WITH VIOLENCE TO WIT ON FEBRUARY 19,"196121 
WAS SENTENCED FOR THE CRIME OF ROBBEHY. FIRST DEGREE BY ME-ANS 
OF A DANGEhOUS AND DEADLY WEAPON WITHIN THE JURSIDICTION .OF 
THE USA UNQUOTE 
ROGER FRISBY, ~EFENSE COUNSEL,· WISaED TO MAKE A STATEMENT WHiCH 
fvfto SNEYD ASKED HIM TO MAKEo FRISBY REFERRED TO THE JUNE 10 
LONDQN TIMES HEADLINES WHICH STATED QUOTE U.~ JUSTICE 
DEPARTMENT CHIEF INTERVIEWS KING CASE MAN UNQUOTE FRISBY CONTINUED 
THAT MR., S.NEYD STATED THAT HE .WAS NOT INTERVIEWED BY MR •. VINSON 
NOR· A.NY OTHER. Uo S, OFFICIAL., FRISBY ADVISED THAT COUNSEL WAS 
AUTHORIZED TO STATE BY CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT THOMAS BUTLER 
METROPOLITAN POLICE-THAT AT NO TIME WAS MRG SNEYD INTERVIEWED 
BY MR., VINSON OR ANY OTHER AMERICAN OFFICIAL.. MR. NAW,. COUNSEL 
FOR U., S.,, CONFIRMED THIS STATEMENT.. HEARING ADJOURNED UNTIL 
JUNE 27., 
IN-DISCUSSION WITH MAW PP.IOR TO THE HEARING," HE ADVISED EMBASSY . 

. OFFICIAL WHO ALSO PRESENT AT HEARING. THAT DEFENSE COUNSEL STATED 
OFF THE RECORD REPEAT o·FF THE RECORD THAT HIS ONLY ARGUMENT IN· 
THIS CASE IS ON THE GROUNDS THAT IT IS A POLITICAL EXTRADITION. 
MAW A.LSO ADVISED THAT IN DISCUSSIONS WITH DEFENSE COUNSEL CASE 
WOULD BE COMPLETED 0 N 27TH .. 
IN ADDITION, TWO WARRANTS FOR ARREST WERE ISSUED BY THE COURT ON 
JUNE l.3o COPIES WILL BE FURNISHED DEPT. SOONEST. BRUCE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 




