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A review of Subject's file has been ~4de in connection with 
a re(!uest fl'om the CI Officer, French Desk, with reference to 
infm:'l!'.ation from the(C1iie~station1 Pari~ that Subject• s Washington 
book store, as of the Sl.l.!'llmar of 19-59-;- vla.S Orle of the four book ato:res 
in the Uni toed states where subscriptions could be bought for ~R:O_DI}'fA.·.~~~ 
the bull~tin odited by the Repatriation Committee of East Berifri. · 

{ ..... · "RODINA" \ ( L.l\. PATRIE), which is distributed in various languages -1<-.. ' and is ri.t.a'rl.f'l!id in aealed envelopes_, h!l.S been forbidden distribution . 
in Frr;.n'ce.. (See attachBd thernofax.) · · 

Security files reflect that in April 1957 the FBI advis~d that 
Victor Petrovich KAMKIN, Elena Andreevna KAMKIII and l.UIU SAPELKIN 
had been the subjects of an Internal Security - R type inve~tigation 
as of 195'1 and th&tt· '1Th€1re is no derogatory data of a subversi'!J'.., 
nature in the files of this Bureau concerning the aubject of your 
i~~uiry (~~KIN). It should be noted, how3ver, that Victor 
Petrovich K.AHKIN is currently of investigative interest to this 
B--n-oe.u and, accordingly, it is requested tha.t any contact of him 
in behalf o.f the Central Intelligence Agency be handled by thi~ 
Bureau. u It. lwas advised orally that the Bureau. was using KAMKIN 
n.B a aourceo 

M . ~ ,. ki · According to an undated blind memorandum (possibly a Staff C 
"""fosi..;:-€ .. /~.!1, 1'111"~~ mamoraru:ium), Nina SAPELKin is Elena KAIJf.KIN' s sister and a:l of 
~~~t7~~~~~,~:~., 1951 WtJ.B living with the KAMK.INs in Tennes5~e c Nins SAPELKIN uas 
1~S~ tc. tqr,·~ • ..:•,.·,..; born in Russia 18 August 1912; and was evacuated. from Shanghai to 
P.~?!- ~·;':< ~': ;~· -:,.(. Salr.&r1 Philippin~ Islands under IRO auspices in April 1949, 
·,_~A.-,. 1 .,., "'~"'· accompt.Url.ed by her husband Semen I. SAPELKIN and their two children. 

\ Sh~ cnJce to the Urdted States in 1951 and lived in Tennessee for 
a time with the YJIMKIJIJs. The SAPELKINs reportedly renounced 
Soviet oitize~ship in Shanghai in September or Octob~r 1948. 

The KJ...Mh"'Na aleo were born in Russia and KAMKIN attended 
high acl1ool and university in Harbin1 Manchuria. Thereafter until 
1945 he was in the printing and publishing businosc in Chiru:t; and 
during 1946-47 says he w~s with 11Special Services, Section II, 
Amph., Harine Corpsn, worldng on its newspaper, 11 North China 
l~11 o In 1947 he was co-publisher of' 11Free liordn k->tlich he says 
was an anti-Soviet newspaper closed by pressure of the Soviet 
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Com:ulr.te. From 1947 to 1949 he stated that; he wns the owner of 
the "Anchor Printin~ Shop" in which tht"t 11 Uorth China Marine" 
continued publit.~~~tion in Tsingtao, China. The KAl-IKINs ca.!Tie to 
the United St"'tes in 1949 a.rri ving in San li'rancisco in Harch. 

As of 1957 :IC.A¥Jal-J ltas being used on an tmclascii'it:~d basis by 
the CIA Library asa publications procurement channel. It is, of 
course, posaihle that Subject 1s int.erest in "RO.DINA" iB on beha.l.f' 
of this Jl.goncy. 

Tbe other book stores involved in the report to the French 
De~k were the W()ll known Comrrrunist 11Four Continents Book Store11 , 

(11.8-2000), ••Imported Publications and Products" (l·LS-2001-I) and 
"Un::l.versal Distributors Company" (#91916). These organizations ere 
registered under the Foreign Agents· Registration Act. The Four · 
Continents Book Store ie flagrantly Communistc:t-noeds no definingi 
and the "Imported Publications and Products" is reported to be 
one of the fou:c principal outlets for Communist political prop­
aganda in the United States. "Universal Di:strlbutora Company" is 
deocribed as "an official distributor of Communist Party Literature" 
and as 11Coii"Jlll.tnist controlled". It, is tho distr:i. huting agency for 
the Four Continents Book Store. · 

Iru .. ormation from a reliabla confidential infonnant reflect:; 
th& t during the swn.mer o:f J.$159 KJ!.MKIN indicat.ed ho pJ.anm d to 
opon a branch book store in San Francisco to be operated by s. 
SAPFJ¥.IN. The store lU&S to be called Znanie" Russian Book Store, 
and located at 5237 Geary street, San'·Frciricisco. '!'hie s. SAPEIJ:Ur, 
in all prc.•babili t;r, is Mrs. KAMJcrN 1 s brother-in-law Semen I. 
SAPELKIN, MS-5000, who with his wife Nina, nee DAVIDOVA, aka 
DAVIOOF, ltas the subject of an FBI Record Check Reque ~t in May 
1955. (Tho "rife Nina, per the check sh• et, resided at Rout~· 
1, Van ~er, Tennessee from 1951 to 1952, which was the KAMKIN•s 
address during this period.) 

The 1955 FBI Record Check Request on SAPELKIN indicated that 
he 11as formerly a paint~r; that hie wife Nina was a dentist; that 
both wre born in Russia; that he nr.rl.vad in the United States 
~com France around the end of 1954, was stateless and had his first 
paper; and that she arrived in San Francisco 5 Ju.n.e 195lo They 
were residing at 1405 Harvard Street, N.lfJ., Washington, D. c. 
(~~cb vas the address of Subject•~ book store); and had formerly 
resided in Tientsin and Shanghai~ China. Both their children 
were born in Thmtsin, one in 1946 and one in 1949. 

An RI check requested in 1957 for USIA indiceted that thtJ name 
Semon I. SAPf:I.KIN appeared in a report from a reliable source in 
May 1950, which dealt with refugees in an IRD camp at Guinan_, 
Samar, Philippi.ne Islands; and, according to the refort, he had 
been a n::.ember of the Russian Residents Association probably Russian 
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Emigrants Aasocia.tion) nnd of the Soviet Club in Shanghai. 

;\n ONI name check on KAMiaN.; in November 1954, reflected the 
cro~Hi-rt'lferencing of h1B nanta to "Fortlifn Service D16patch, Hong Kong 
Hho2, 22· ugu~rt. 195211 , tha subject of which was "ContAct oi.' Mr. 
Ven1~ ILIEVITCH SAPEWN with the· Hong Kong Consul11te Genoru111 ; 

whilE~ s of a 1957 "K" check based on this same "Foreign 
Ser'Vic · spatch, Hong Kong #402, 22 August 1952, Secret", 
reads as folloust ff!A'.r. SAPELKIN reported that he had recently 
received various co~cations from a White Russian friend of his, 
lof..r. Victor P. KA.NKIN rmo was formerly head of the Russian Emigrants 
Association in TsingtEs.O, China.. Mr. KAMKIN left China. early in 
1549 and has resided in tha United States sinee that time. Both 
SAP.E..LKIN and .KAMKIN reportedly had certain contacts w:l.th a Eugeru. 
GORDENEV, Ruosian-spealdng officer attached to tho G-2 Section of 
tha Firat Marine Di:riaion in Tientsin following the Japanase Surrender 
in 1945. Mr. K.AMKIN has uow written to Hong Kong asking Mr. 
SAPELKIN to supply certain economic info:rmaUon on North China and 
l·!aJ~.c:hurla for the use of the . llilierican GOVer:mient •. l-tr. KAMKIN 
indicates that he ie involved in certain intelligence activitie:J.n' . 
Lin a letter of 13 July 19501 offering his services to ONI, Subject 
nam.ed GOHDENEV as one 'Who could "substanti;;.te my work in China.11 • · 

ON! &dvised CIA that their records contained no derogator.y infor­
mation regarding bject, but that ora did not contemplate utiliz­
ing his services 

Subject 1 s friend "Mr. SAPr~LKIN" may well be Mr. Vcmiamin 
ttl\$. Vaail.i.evi tcb SAPt:L..l\IN, the· Subject of Hong Kong Dispatch, I/L02, 

;, uho in all probability ie related to Mrs. KAMKIN8e brother-in-law, 
Sarnen I. SAP!:IJa N. 

""'bS. According to a 1955 RI check conducted on one Alexa.nd.er s. 
'I -11 ""o ~RLOFF for G-2, a report of 17 May 1950 advised that-O:Ri.6FF. (\mo 

. ' had~ been described as an "Old Soviet worker11 ) wa~ closely associated 
-~ with Venis..min Vasilievitch SAPELKIN, an alleged Soviet agent at 

the IRO Cat!'.p at Samar, P. I. As reported above, Mrs. KAMKIN 1s 
sister-m.na. and her husband Semen SAPELKIN were evacuated to Samar., 
P. I., from Shanghro under IRO auspices in April 1949. - . 

Venia.min Vafiilievitcb SAPEOON1a friend ORLOFF, according to 
a report of 8 April 1950, was alleged to have influenced a district. 
l®ader of the IRO Camp at Samar "With pro-Soviet prcpag£ancia., and to 
have worked wi~a number of other pro-Soviet internees in the camp 
to Sovietize the Russian refugees interned theTee According to a 
report dated 5 M~ 1950, ORLOFF allegedly was believed to be a 
Sov.iot agent. (The report noted that this information originated 
in t..'I-Ie IRO Camp in S&mro"j that much information orie;i:nating there 
had proven unreliable; and that the relia.biHty of this particular 
information had not been det~rmined.) 
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Howev~r this msy be, it appears that there could be much truth 
.in the allegations. !nform.ntion in Security filos reflects that 
ORLOI<'F very possibly is identical with a "Count ORLOFF of t.he 
Rw:lsian CommitteJa", (apparently a com.mitt~e "'of .i\mo assisted 
tho Ccnr..m.ereial Counselor for the Bulgarian Leg in securing 
IRO employment for one Bogdana OTTAI, a possible Soviet agent in 
Paris who was living 'With and was engaged to marry Kirll VASSII...EV, 
who was believed to be an agent of the Bulgarian Military Intelligence 
Service. "Count ~,."'IRLQFF" also helped arrange OTT AI 1 s entranco into 
the Um tod States. Aloxandar S. ORI.OFF and 11Count OnJ.OFF11 may ~11 
be identical with Alexander ORLOFF, DL-28811 a highly suspect 
individual of Russian birth, and a former .Ai'fl'C'RG employee who \ias 
security disappl'oved by OSS in 1943. This latter individual., per 
a 19~3 OSS inve~tigation1 vas known as "The Count". 

A Dac:embi!lr 1954 Staff C memo:ntndum regarding KAMKIN, reported 
that unev information dated 1 June 1948 indicated that o~ 
Victor 11. N was involved in a money printing transaction with 
the"'J , in which he used the machinery of the Chihli Press 
in Tientsin to facilitate the col.mt,CJrfi tting. The source of this 
information had pointed out the possibility that Victoi' N. K.At1KIU 
might be identified in soma way with a V. P .. KAMKIN who was named 
as a ch&.racter reference by one Vladimir Vasily IVASHKOFF. (IVA£1IKOFF · 
was not idontif:l.ed.) Tho memorandum advised that according to a 
report dated 1 June 1948 frcro a U. s. Naval Attache, Nanking, to 
the: American AmbQs~ador, Nanking, V. N. KJ\.MKHl was a printer and 
publisher in Shanghai and later was incharge of the Russian 
Publishing Hm . .:.Se/ known as Na.she ZNANIE. He was closely associated 
with Bernard s_.j 'ROGA.RD of the Chihli Press, who. in turn was 
associated wi~\alleged SOviet espionage agent Olga NAKVASIN. 

Accordine to the staff C memorandum , a report from the FBI 
datod lL August 1953 indicated that a source of unknown reliabilit7 
stated thnt one Victor KAMKIN, ~o operated a book store a~ a 
possiblE~ cover in Tit'!'ntsin, China, acted as a paid informer of 

·the Japanese during World War II; and was a paid informer o.f u. s. 
J..rrrv Intelligence after the War. With the assistance of the 
Amerlca....""l Military Government in Tsingtao, China., he became Chairra.an 
of the Russian Immigrant Society in Tsingtao in 1948. There seems 
.small doubt that this Victor KA.MlaN is ider..tical with Victor No 
KiiMKIN, and t·Ti th Subject, Victor P. K.Al.fiaN who was fomarl.y ·head 
of the RUBsian Immigrant Association in Tsingtao, China, accord­
ing to hia friend SAPELKIN, as. reported in Hong Kong Dispatc-.'1 
#L02. Note that Victor N. KAlmN iros in charge of a Russian 
Publishing Hou::>e in China known as Nashe Znanie; and that the 
branch ::~tore f>ttbject. intended to open in s.a::i'i francisco (and may 
have opened) was also to be called Zna.ni.o ( thi~ work in Russian 
means "Knm·Iledga") o · 

~ernard s. ROGARD of the- Chihli Press, referred t.o 
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above as a close associate of Subject and also of alleged 
Sovi ot Rspionat:e agent Olga NAKVASIN, is tha Subjoct 
or SSD file #J'}J95. ROGARD is a former U. s. Marine whoo~ 
parents were Polish-born e.nd who l:t vod in China for 
twenty yours prior to returning to the United States in 
1950.. He allegedJ,y was pro-Soviet, ie: ridiculed White 
Russians who did not. avail themselves of Soviet citizon­
sr.ip made available to them; hired as Editor of his 
TiRntsin Evenipg Journal, follo~~ng its resumption after 
tlie War, one teor.off i-lhO was an employee of TASS; 
followed a Communist inspired line in his newspaper; 
and published without comment in his ~ntsin Eve~~ 
Journal a letter discreciting American Hil1ta:ry PoliCe 
In •rfent~in, comparing them unfavorably 1-rith Soviet 
Hili tary Police in Harbin who were praised in slowing 
terme; etc. RCGARD, rlif used" b'J Project PILLAR, 
was to ba limited to Category • but his wif 
!bra moff · 

nee 
L-~LT~--... e~r~a~s~s~o~c~nrt14o~n~wi~t~n~\--------~w~a~-s~t~e~-rmi=_~~~n~a~~t·~ed in 

Mcy 1959, with the termination of ro ect(ABUNA,J but 
she gave ( _ ] a "hard time" for montlf.Slind re.fused 
to ::Jign her secrecy agreement until 30 November 1959. 
Various relatives of hers h.uve in the pa::t been 
a~;soci~tAd 'h"i th th~ ]) Hrs. HOGARD appears to 
hnve had nruch the sa:ffieh:i.~1tory f.:.~; Subject.. Shr: 1-¥41!1 

boril ln Russia of Russian-born parent.s, or Turko-Tartar 
n&tior"lab .. ty; 18ft Russia in 1919 for Harbin; was 
edac.:~tad in 11ukden and Tientsin; and wo.s employed in 
Tierrtsin in -various ·import-oxport .firms, '9tc.. (No 
thorough stucy has been made of the H.OGA..ltDS' files.jJ 

M. D. Stev9na 
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