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SECRET 

June 1977 

SUBJECT: Mario SALABARRIA Aguiar (AMTURVY-13) 201-738504 

1. Brother of Julio SALABARRIA 
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1. The M1TURVY Operation was designed for the 

purpose of conducting sab:btage operations a.gainst Cuba. 

It consisted of a net of 13 AMTURVY assets whose primary 

function, .apart from sabotage, was the preparation of 

target studies. and analysis of sabotage operations. The 

files contain Dnly one reference to ·assassina.tion, that 

in 1963 and the continuation of the smne plan throuf!h to 

1965. Based on a review of the files, it is apparent 

that the following assassination plan could have been known to 

the Cubans, ~ncluding the overall purpose of the .AMIDHRVY 

Operation. 

2. ASSASSINATION.PLAN AMTURVY -13. 

AMTURVY-13 (Mario SALABARRIA) was closely 

acquainted with Fidel Castro as far back as 1947 and there is so~ 

some indication that they both may have been involved in the 

I 

. "" -
1947 plan to to.pple the Trujillo Government in the Dominican 

Repub li.c. However, in 194 8, SALAB.ARRI A was respons i h le for 

the arrest of Fidel Castro, this due to the laiters agitation 

6ri b~haif of one E~i1i6 Tko. Sal~barria was later sentericed 

tci 3G yeais iri ptisbn for hkvin~ murdered TRO/. He re~aihed 

in prison until 1961 when he appealed for parole to 011e 

Lionel SOTO Prieto (201-055332). As Salabarria had once 

saved Soto' s life, the latter appealed the case to Raul 

Castro~ Salabcirria was S11bsequently release(! from prisnn 

In-·Febrtt}lli:y,· 1961. The terms· of'.his release from jail 

are unknown. 

3. By the SUilllller of 1963 Salabarria was seeking 

--···-weapons and funds for a proposed. assassination attempt against 
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Fidel Castro. Through his confidant, M1TliRVY-~ Salaharria 
{_/Mru~" r.~tff-1•1 'Jef?/t~· Vef.JJP~ f~P-'!>.•') n 

sought' contact with ANTITRVY-}t_ Salabarria had knmm M·1TIIP.VY-l's,. 

brother, M-1CONCERT -1 for twenty years and ns sumed that i\f!TURVY -1 
~ I 

was in. touch with the AGENCY (how assumed this is unknown). 
. ' . 

At' his· fits t meeting with AMTURVY -1, in the surn.mer of 196 3, 
. . 

· Salabarria said he was a member of a grot1p plotting Castro's 

death, and needed money and Weapons in order to, carry Oilt 

the pla:ti (AMCROAK-i was also a member of this group). In 

~ifijiri fbi thi~ as§ist~nte, Sal~hattia bffeted td c~try oot 

minor sabotage operations fo'r AHTURVY-l's "American contacts" 

(how he knew of these "contacts" is unknown, unless M!TtrRVY-1 

told him)~ 

4. In October 1963i when the Agency was satisfied 

with Salabarria' s bona 'fides "we" (the Agency ) managed to 

get ·a fellY pistols, -revolvers, and sabotage materiaJs into 

Salabar_ria's hands, through AHTURVY-4. At this time AMTURVY-4 

was receiving material~ from the Agency through the pouch of 

th Embassy in Havana. AMTURVY-4 was being assisted 

in this :matter by ~TANTUM~~l). Whether or not the '11Hlteria1s 

for Saiabarrias assassination plan came through the 

pouch is unknown. 

· .,r:. The.following is an excerpt from UFGA ]92]4, 

r 

of 28 December 1964, the debriefing of Ar-''TlTRVY,..l who was . 

successfully exfiltrated from Cuba in October 1964! Gee tlf6d ifll'l). 
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· 6. By· early 1964, however, the 1-\gency had become 

dissatisfied with Salabnrria and his proposed assassination 

plan, and had notified the AMTURVY net (in particvl ar 
. i . . 

Al\1TURVY-l, AJvfTHRVY-4, and AHCRtlAK-1) to ce~se workinp, on 

the assassination idea. Salabarria's later attempt to 

as~lss inate ·Fidel Crtstro was not approved by the Agency~ 

and ~e was irt fact informed of the Agency's opposition Nf. 

to his plan. 

7. COMMENTS 

·rf as the file shows, the Agency approved 
- .. ·-· ..... 

of Salabarr-ia's plan to assassinate Firlei·castro and provided 

saiabarria ·with the weapons (thls in nctohet of 196:'1), r.astro 

could have. peEm ~n~are of the pla:h ~ espeti aJ.ly as Sal <lh<Hria Is 

~j§ij ~fi~~rit~ t~ttkirt CI Cbrtsiderations. Salaharria ha~ been 

·released· from· jail follmving a personal apeal through Raul 

· Castro;. and this when Fidel Castro was well aware of the 

I fact that Salabarria was responsible for the death of a. 

close friend~ Emilio TRO; not to mention the fact that 

Salabarria was responsible for Castro's arrest in 1948 . 

. What deal, if any, was made with Salaharria in return for 

hiS ~e~ease from jail is unknown. Nonetheless,. «~x Fidel 

Castro ha~ a iecorded history of not being one to f0rgive, 

espec~ally when he has heen affected personally as was the 

.... G<;Se with Marib Salaharria .. 
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