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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREA'U OF INVESTIGATION 

Washington, D. c. 20535 
October 15, 1975 

UN·ITED STATES SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON 
INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES (SSC) 

SE~ 

RE: INTERVIEW OF FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
(FBI) SPECIAL AGENT HOMER W. SCBWEPEF; BY. 

SSC srAFF MEMBE~ JAMES DICK 

On S~ptember 23., 1975, .after a short orientation 
d_iscussion and after advising him of his rights under the 
Const·itution and reminding him that his appearance was 
voluntary, SSC Staff Member James Dick interviewed FBI 
Special Ag~nt Bomer W. Schwepp. in the presence of SSC 
stenotypist Susan Hanback regarding his knowledge of 
the following: The "J!uni:er · Pr~ject, " "B.ureau Informant 

, " "the Sj\M Survey, ·n "Z Coverage, " and opening of mail 
FBI employees. · 

.• 

At the outset Dick asked Schweppe·to document his 
FBI service. Schweppe responded by listing the following: 
Assignments in .San Francisco from late 1946 to mid-1947; 
in Los Angeles from mid-1947 to mid-1951; at FBI Headquarters 
(FBIHQ) from May, 1951, to May, 1958, and again from late 
1960 to November, 1961; in the Washington. Field Office (WFO) 
of the FBI from May, 1958, on, except for the 1960 to 1$61 
period just cited. 

·-· 
Durip.g the course of tbe interview Schweppe was 

al~o asked to indicate the nature of his assignments at 
FBIBQ. He indicated he was assigned for the main part to 
units within the Domestic Intelligence Division dealing 
with Soviet military attache personnel and with members 
of Elizabeth Bentl.ey's "espionage ring." 
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. . , .. . .. . . . . . . . . .. sfk& fb) . . . . .. :·· .. · .... ... . . 
. . ·· ·· Dl~'&r ;lntti'al :i.nqui wa~_ clitoact~,: · ~be··:ex:teot ... · --. 

of Sc~weppe' s kn~wled•e o~· the JNnter Proj · · . '!hen . : ·. · ~ . 
Schweppe. conceded be was .. ·m:aot f JLt·ar with tb· . term,· .,ick. 
offe~c:l" ~ u· exhib1.~ :f~r *evi!BW a .C.OPJ ·of ·a Pebruary · ..... ·g·· · : : , .. 
1958, randum ·directed to· .Director Hoover eQtitled nter : · 

-o.:liiict:~· This ·memeraDdW'ft·outlinei:l· arr-aageiaent's to··ba·.·'- - -' I ; . .. • •• 

f-f!Jc-· , be·tween th~ FBI ~d t~e -Central Xntell~gen~e · Agency. ... · . 
CIA') · ardi ··m~Jl~f· :bf. which t~~ I'D! would be pre ded.: . ·-.r.. ) 
-·e- ~lt• ·c·:r. _.Av s. ~ni~o.rinl. o.t.- ce·r.t;a!n o,~et.s~_a~:~&! ·. j'Ht.ft l-~ . 

·an rev.iew ·of t docuaent,. Schwepp_o_ statec:l he was ·certa · .. . . . . . 
be· had Dever seen ttiat memo~ but. be acknowiedied..:tb-.t OD.·· .. ·· .. · :. . - .. · 
·tbe basis of ·he ·bad a -recolleatioo ·about such · · ·. · .. : . -':·· · 

.. ·activ~ty by tb; __ .. . ·.~c~4itPPe .recaJL1ad thii.t· at· .some· poic,t Ll~tD:~')·= 

. : prior -to his transfe f.l'Oll JBIBQ in May,-.·1958·,. and he ··· : :. · -· · ... 
.' ... iOO,icated ·he .felt 1.t must have·'been ·earlieJ." t~a,n the , ' · · ·· .. · 
. P:S~ru~y .8, ~~58~ da~e .indicated ·above, be ~ad pass across . 
his desk.tn.tbe'~rmal flow of offieial.mai~ ~hat be referred 
to as·the'modern day version of computer printout. lists .. 

. · coDsistilq, to the best·· of· 'bis recollect·ion, of names cf . ·. 
· : · · . · :what ~ere presumed to 'be Soviet -r9sidents. a,. well 1.$' addre$ses 
... · ·in the. Soviet Union• ~bireppe· .1ncU.c~~:ted. that.: 'be· bad seen . · · 

. · · . · · · f,leveral such lists but ·stnce ·-.they 41d DOt seem ·i.pp_licable· : · · . . ·. 
.. .... . . to the type of ·cases ·being wperiised by Schw~ppe at the . . ·.. ..· : . 
. . : . . t :l.:me' he paid them· 11 ttle. heed~ ·He. r~called that; at least . . .' . . . :'. 

· .: · · · ·with som.e of· the later -printouts there were .iastruct:lo~~as · . ·:- · · . 
. . . . · ... :- . accOmpanying tbepr:ln.touts to the'. effec.t tha1:· tumme.s· and/~r . . .. 
· . . · addresses of interest ·sJ:aould be flagged· .for trhat .~as · · ~- ·. · . · .. .; · · 

. •.· 

.. .Pres~d. to ·be :a · 'yatch .-lis~." of some: sort •. : .. · · .. · · . · · . 
~ 8 • • •• • •••• • ............ • ••• • • • •• ~: ..... • ~ • •••• ·.·.' 

. ·. · .. ·. Dick·.- asked spe(d .. fi,call)' ~ben ·$chwcapp' first. . . · 
. bee~ aware o-f thl! lis.ts··.mentioned ·a~ve;. ·"'~them? lui ·was · .. :'-

.. . . 

·. . -familiar ~i~b PBI li'oJ:'m: 5•88, · a term. prepared f'or:: placi-Dc . ·.. · · 

· · · . :~;·~:::~t::~~-:~:b:'i~~~~~r:;~~.n-" ::~ ::e::!r~:~Jl=~- . t;u.Yt.rJ.~~~ . . 
se~a. ~Y·lfEfp:a:od~ct~lll o:t co· ~~nd.ence pho raph~ ~ . ·ff"l? 011U» .··. 

_(:9I!a.Jin co~_ne~t~~n._.~1~~:. t~e ter -~~e.c~ ~ . · .·:. ::·. :·.. ·: .:·.: . ·.. . . 
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· · . :.ac~weppe ~Pi1~· that· ·be tbeiuttht tlia·.·l·ists · .·· . .-· · 
:. · tiG;l.JMPnt19Ued. eli:r11er ly were seen· by him·. b•tore ... :- · · 

hbru~y,·195~;· but ~e. . led.ge4 .he'-Could .not· .~ec .• ll · 
· e~act.ly wben ~ : · .He' sai4 he uould ·not DOW' re~all· e_ver having. · · · 
seen ~~ PO!!!I'P-. 5-88 ... He. repU.ed tha.t, .. sinefi .,be. felt ·he .had 
never .Pl-.cecl'.~ D~Et· or. ad~ress Olll· the .. '~watch.·lis~, ~~ ~e . 
. woq~d. D.Qt. have aDJ. speci'fic ~e~li;s: routedl'-,t~ .JUs: p•rsonal .. 

. a.tteDt·ion. · Ee .~ed, ·.however,. t-hat· if. ·t ·:r,sults were · . .. 
ro~te.d. to .. a~l m)Supervisors concerned· .with· . vie~ :lntelligell',lce 
~·related. ~tters, ·he "probably ~'14 see web resul~a. ·.. . :: 
~ad routinely ;1.n1t1aled t.he· ~coilp ·~uting sl:&:ps. . . 
Be said. Jte ~Qld· recall no _sp.cific sults" :l..f ,· ·tn ·· .. · 

.. f.act,· be did s~e ~ything ·s~c1f1«;:. · · ·· · ;··. · ·. 
• • ~. • 0 • .. 

. . ·. . :; DU::k asked Whether' .Schweppe': was :aware . of who . . . .· 
de•ianated _the routiDI ·of th~ .li~ts. h~. b~ ~n.~ -:~. . · 
~bweppe_respoDded.t~at 'he.assumed· ~t ~as some; individual. 

·.in the. office of :t~e.:· division's ·Assistant .Director wfio . 
peT.fo;n.raed ~cb an .administrative fuoctioDo ·· Scn•ppe. sa1d ··. 

. . be 'did DOt recall a Miss Triplett' (pb.CSnetic) p. whoJ . 
accicrding to·:iJick1 w~s responsibie for roUt;:l.ng_ the. "lllinit~r .. 
Project" aaterial to app iate· super.visorso SChWepp• · 
said be could hta.Ve been ude4 ia:f SUQb · routing. becaiise . 
o:t. his. &;sii~1&r:mtii.G1lt ~~ · ·. · . . . · · · · · · · · ·. 

1 
• • 

. .. . · . . · · . · . ·: . . , . D~:~k · t~'~ ·q~r:i.~d Schweppe ~n. hi~· fuat.Uari t,.~ . 
· · .. · · ... with the te~ "B~n.·•au J~fo~~ -200." (BJ 200), · wheo. .be · .. · 

· . ··first beC&ql& aware· of. the te,..,_.,. u4 whether be ever: a:uw1 : . 
.. · . any of ~he mater:hil.: attributed to 'th~t · :l'u.tor.Jmt ~~ :· In 

· · .. this connection D1ck:.exbibited- another FBJHQ ·msmo dated · 
· FQlbruary e, 1958,.- which re;terr~d· ~o·· B! 20Q as ·-the. designation ·. 

· ·~sed by FB.XJIQ .forwarct· to field offi'ce ill;foni.ation ·.. . . · 
· ·. received· from er the ter Project;~· Schweppe . 

was uD.able· ·to 1 . 1 · be ;"firs aware · 
of th4!S us.-.:~d.id.ent·ity ·:.2.00, b~t.he(assumed 1~ w~s .. 

. ·$-q .. ear~;.· 19~8. 1:18 s~dd -b.e could reclll.l a:;;eeiag· information 
attributed· to BI 200·bot~ While at PBIBQ and. in WFO.but · · · · · 
that he· cou~ ao·loager re~~ll tbe spe~ific.natu~e:o~ th$ •, 

items involved,. .. He· ·.eua:tcl he·'presumed. that all. of them· -' .. 
dealt with sOvtet;...related,. tnves.t:lgatory .matters.·. ·Schweppe· .. 
said he did not ·bel :I: eve .. he has seen any refex."ences .. to . . . 
BI ·200 ~u ·the ppt ~5 .reus C?~" sa·. and that Jne· may ha~e,.se~·.- ..... : 
as ·~ as. ti~~ "~ere~c~s_. a .year -bet~~ . ... ~bat. . · 
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o I ,:o • .. . 

' .. . .. 
. :'. 

·. 

., 

·. 'SECRET 

. . .. . . : . ~ . 

. .. 
. ' 

. .. 

. . --·------~----~--~----. v-_, ·.~; 



,• .. · ... , 
. . 
' 

.. . .. 
• • I 

""· 
.. . 1Jf:' '\" .. ... r: . .• ~ : ·:~: ·.~. 
. ··"' ,. . ... . . .. ... . .• 

.:· 0 • •• . . . .,. .. . ·. . . .. ,. . ,• 
• 4 • 

. . . . .. '•. . .. 
G .. ',: 0 •: 

• f eo 

..... . ·· .. ... 
., • 1 • 

~ ' ' . . 
o • • • •' • o, I ,,. • • • , '• • • • 

. . . : . Dick alsQ. q-Qeried .. ~·J:meppe· ·abqut··h:t.s·.k~ledge ... 
of tbe "SAM. SUrveJ~ (SAM)' .• d '~Z Coverage" ·(Z)., · Ill · · .:: :· · . : 

. askecl Schweppe whether be kn~w t~h~ ·: 'tS4\\i!'. apd· · "Z ·~ ~ere · · · · 
· · · -iDitia:ted, whll.t they ~osistecl' .o:f, wheD. tbey ~eased,·. . : · · 

.. wheD he first ·became aware. of .t., ud.··wbether he h!UI seen 
..... any r~s~lts of thOtse .projects··· Schweppe replied. that. . 
· .· · , "SAM" :aild . "Z" were:· on ··a; need..;..to-bow" bl.si s wi 'thin WPO but 

·· tba~ he· in t·lme ~ard about· tba .·t·~ugh office ·u shop . · · · · 
talk'~ and then ·CO;D(.:luded: that :those d.&signations 'ind.ic~ted .... 

=. proje.cts ·in whi® ma1·1. to·. ·and/or: ftc;.~ .tile . ~i~~Pt. ·Union ~d ." · ·. . 
·· ·. .. ..Sovl"et bloc countries was. monitored.-· .Be said he did· ... . . · 

. not: ·knbw . whe~ . th()s. ·PI"'jects. "•r.e iiai ti a tee$ or. when· th•y·. ·. . 
.·. $•rminated .. · Be :said that· ·be would have· to guess wi.thiD. a· · · 
· ., ... · .. ;_ •tolerance of t;wo·.or·.three years that'he .first,.beard of .. tbose 

. · . ·.. · .. :prOjects iD· t.he: early ~960s •.. Scbwepp~ said be· was. called :. ·. . . 
· . : . : ··. · on .. ~rom. time to· tilie to· translate cor~spoDden~e in Gemau, · · 
.... ·.: . .. ~hi~b c;:orres~nm•cee _h.,c:l'·been·:p~tolrapbed. "by somEt sour~_.· . 

. . . · . . .. · GOt identified ;I.Dit'$.ally..; ~cbwepp~· sugpst.ect·. 'tJlat ,.on. late.r 
. . .. · iDquiry. about .the so~rce .. of .the correspoDdeliace he'' :was · · · = : . 

·· · . · : · iafoi"mied i.t was either. from ... ~'SAM'' or ."Z. '! · He :·said· he·"~... . ·· 
... ·. . . . uoable to' recall . &Pacifically who ~· ~visecl:him ... '•Qe. felt:; . 

· · . · ~ t · .. was possil'le · that .Word was. just '!p~s8d along"' to that · · :. · 
: · :~fleet .. lie could )act. ·rec;all whether each specit:fi:c l"dividual·. 
· ·. ~tem w~s ideDt~fied in a p~t~qul~r, sp-c~&1 maune~ ·so as· . 

. to tie it in to, its :source:.·. Schweppe ·stated that he. bet·te.ve.s . 
· ·all sQch· 13aateria1 tt'U&latecl. by him wsu• directed to off:lc:la1.s.' · 
. ·. at . the SOviet·. and/or Sov-iet ·bloc. embassies. in Washington, . .. · 
: D ~ C·. ~ and ·.DOt 'to any ilop•d.iplomat ic . perscnmel. . Such. · . · · . 
. traulation r~quir.e~~ats ·•~r.e quit~ inf~que¢, · i.Dd 'SptiwepPe . 

. · ... ·: . was DOt ·ca].led'·Oft .. tQ 'tr&I)Slat~· &DJ. SUCh·.ma1:;erial With~· . .' · 
.. :. ·_'the .~ast eigh~. Ol" · .. t~n ·re~,- ·to :t~ best·:of 'his recoll,ct~on. · 

.· ·: . ~ . . Sch.wepp·~ ·-a·id·· it wa~ .J!l~:--:~-~res~:~O'D ·.that~ "S.Mi~i .... ::_· 
·in NGtw York Ci~y. ·-.s :~andle.d. iQ .space. a~ one ·or t·he· ot~ett: : . 

' . 
.. 

of Hew· York's ·airports,.. He said he··W&S. uriaWar\f .o:t the ·: .·.~ ... -
'specific arrangements. ·i:n:WashiDgtoD, .D~ :Co .He related tii·at' 
·he.'!&& aware t·hat.: FBJI $Pec1al ~e.nt John _De Bettenct;»ur~, ·· .. ' . 
. sicce deceased,· wsis' ·cU.rectl'y. ':involved in WF9':s -'-~Z .~ver.ace.''.· . . . . ·. 

·· · -project ·but tbat.he did not. know spectti.c~lt ·to whom .De·:·· · ... · ·. :. 
Bet tencour.t· was answerable •.. ; . ~ . . . . . . . . :. . ·. .. . . . . . · .. 
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. . . . '• . . . .· :·. . . ·. :·: . : :."'- : .. ··. . . . ~.: .. : ..... : ~ .. : -. / 
. . . Diqk: ~-ed wbetb•r ·scb.v/,ppe · ~s ••a..-~ ~.of ·anj :· · . :. .. ·. · 

··.··"mail having ~een opened by_:ra'I ·employees ·:ln· :situJLtions·o.ttier·· ·. ·· 
·than· t~e· proj~cts referred to above .• ·. ·Schweppe, ·after· ~ing. 

:··. 
the· observation ·that -Pederal·law ad FB:r regulations· :· .·.:· . ·. ·· 
. prohibit wch act~ vi tY.,: · s.a:AA ·be himself bad- . .-~eve:r: ope lied 
anyone's mail in·~is capaq~ty as an FBI .em~loyee, that~ 
never· observed any other ··PBI. employ!Se ·so ·eniaf;ed.; aud.··that ... 

. : . be. per·soraallJ ·•aer not. e.w~re · ~~- &f:lY sp~ific iDsti[!Wces i'A .- · · . ·. · . : . 
. . : _ ...... · ·.which· that mich~· have. happened. At 'this P.O.int Schweppe· ... · · . ·. · 

· · :·.. : . .. rela~ed t~at •b.il•. he · :w~s ass:llj~ed 'to· t~ Los .. Angeles . . .. · 
. ·. Of':f.ice, ~e ~s:Pect~ tbat· a fema.le .e~ploye~,· w~se. ~ame he ... 

. :::· - ; · · · :. dQuld not recil.l.,. might possibly ··have be.9Jn· :engag~ ·tn. the · 
·· . surl'ept1tious ope_niug 0:~ .other people~s mail beca~~·:.Of .. · 

:· · ~t.he.l!!lusp:lciaasnat~~e of her act;l.oQs at.cert"in times• . ·· .. ·, 
~cbweppe ~~:ed: tbat:;t·&ese ·wer~ -~nuipici~ns raised ·by . .., · · · :.p· . 

·~circWistantial evidence only;., · . ·. : · · 
• .. • 0 ... .. J, 

.. "' .. 

·.•· .. •. 

·· . .. ~ick. tben p~sent~ a hypOthett~i;s;~,i-\aJ'tio~ .1:u 
:which agent·s on duty ·mtglit obtain ·mail ·posted ·by. an·· : . . . ·. · · : · 

·.... individual ~d then proceed. to open the: same and. ·~.evi~w .. 
. . . · the cont.eQts. S. asked ·.nether. ·SChwepp~ tlas-· aware 'of any 
· .. ·· .: .: . fi!lUch. instances. · Schweppe acitnowledced. that .the sugge~ted 

. . ·-scenariO JIDUDded .realistic enoUgh· but· added .the&.t 'he could; · 
·.: . · i-ecaU: ilo su.cli actual s~t~at.ions.~ .· -: ·. .. . · ·. .. : .. · · · · .. · .. · . ·. . 

.. .. . . ...... ":' . 

. · . . · .. · .· · During the corl~se ·c,.f t~. 'in~e~ie:w; · .. Schweppe .. 
.. . .: indicat-.1 tha:t ·he. bad been a-siped ~c . SOvie:t-rela.ted. . ·.. . ·. ,. 

: 1.~ve8t·1gf!i:~Ol"J matters ·.in WPO_ UD~ll ·early 1959 11 • after · :· . . · .... ·· · ·; 
wbich he was ass1ped to .the. bal!ldliug· of German, Lat:la · · · 

.. 

· ... • ~ ~eric·~, Middle ·Bast·; .and· Ch:llie.se ··investigatory matters ·:· · : .- . 
t A iff . t 1'. . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . ·a .,.. erent aes, ·. : · · .- ·: · ·. ·. :. · :· . . · · · ·· .... ·· ·. ·.~. . · .... 

•, . 
' : • •• • • ,. · • cu. •' I, • : • . • • ',• · • • , •" ' . •, 

. Schweppe cqnciuded by st~ti~g that b~s :k~"lGtdge- .· ~. · 
. : a:pd .reco.llection o·f: the euJ;tlect. matter· co!istitut.ing the~. . · · . · 
· . · . b~si·s for ·the inquiry were ·•eak. :ae .. riiitterate4 that ~e. · · _.·... . . 

. ttever ··op~ned aDy othE!r· petmn'~ .IB&t.il b'l'·bi·s capacity_ as -.n . :: 
-~~·employee,.·. that· .he.··n•ver ~itn ... sed .any .otJ:aer. FBI empl~yee ... 
opening any such··mi.ll, · aod t.hat be ··~annat ree~ll ever~\.· . ·. ·. : · 

·. being aw;u-e: of· any. situation in which. mail ·Was opened b'y 
· :FBI .. employe~s, ... exclusi~e o't ·the··"SAM" ilDd ."z•r_·ptojects: · . 

.. aentioriE!d abo1ie .- · ·. · · . · · · · · · .. 
• ., . . ,. • • .. I 

. : :. This .'intel'VieJF· c~mm~n~ed abo~t lO!is·:·a.iuao, .. · ·.~. ': 
· · · · · .·. : _Septembe~ 23·; Ul7·&·,. and .concluded· 'at ·aboUt. 11:15 ,-.m~ · · 

. . · the same ·4&l'. . · · · · · . . . · · · · : · . . · · ·. ... · .. 
. . 
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