This document is made available through the declassification efforts
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of:

The@BIaCioVatlt

The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world. The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages
released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com


http://www.theblackvault.com

124-10274-10038

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Washington, D. C. 20535

In Roply, Pleoss Refer i - October 15, 1975 ~ SEcRET
0. _ R .

UNITED STATES SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON
INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES (SSC)

RE: INTERVIEW OF FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
(FBI) SPECIAL AGENT HOMER W. SCHWEPPE BY
SSC STAFF MEMBER JAMES DICK

On September 23, 1975, after a short orientation
discussion and after advising him of his rights under the
| Constitution and reminding him that his appearance was
| voluntary, SSC Staff Member James Dick interviewed FBI
| : Special Agent Homer W. Schweppe in the presence of SSC
stenotypist Susan Hanback regarding his knowledge of ,
the following: The "Hunter Project,"” 'Bureau Informant
200," "the SAM Survey,”" "Z Coverage," and opening of mail
by FBI employees. ’ S

. At the outset Dick asked Schweppe to document his
FBI service. Schweppe responded by listing the following:
Assignments in San Francisco from late 1946 to mid -1947;
in Los Angeles from mid-1947 to mid-1951; at FBI Headquarters
(FBIHQ) from May, 1951, to May, 1958, and again from late
1960 to November, 1961; in the Washington Field Office (WFQ)
of the FBI from May, 1958, on, except for the 1960 to 1961
period just cited.

During the course of the interview Schweppe was
also asked to indicate the nature of his assignments at
FBIHQ, He indicated he was assigned for the main part to
units within the Domestié Intelligence Division dealing
with Soviet military attache personnel and with members
of Elizabeth Bentley's "espionage ring."
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. Dick's 1n1t1a1 inqui was directed to the- extent

of Schweppe’s knowledge of the /'Bunter Projectd’ .'Whem - . 2"';, '

Schweppe conceded he was. ot féMlliar with the term, Dick
1958, ma randum dirscted to Director Hoover entitied

- offered as an exhibit for reviev & copy of ‘a February - '
ntar]

S 'QK f.:project., This memorandum outlined arrangements to be .-
el

' the basis of the -he had & recollecticn ebout such - Y7

activity by thé{CIA,) Schweppe recelled that st some point 3%@3

- prior -to his transfer from FBIHQ in May, 1958, and he
indicated he felt it must have been earlier tham the .

(CIA)pegardi) ‘mgnner in which the FBI would be prov

, ffec:id between the FBI and the Ceniral Intelligence’ Agency

he had never sesen that memo; but he acknowledged: that on .-

February 8, 1958, date indicated above, he had pass aciross

" his desk. in. the' normal flow of official .mall what he referred

to as the modern day version of computer printout lists

'~ comsisting, to the best of his recollection, of names of . .
' /what were presumed to be Soviet residents ag well as' aderSSaa N
" dn the Soviet Union. Schweppe indicated that he had sesem - '

several such 1lists but since: they-did pot sgem applicable . - -

" to the type of cases being supervised by Schweppe at the

time, he paid them little heed, He recalled that.at least

"with some. of the later printouts there were Ainstructions

accompanying theprintouts to the. effect that pames and/or

.ﬁ'addresses of intersst should be flagged .for what was
apresumed to- be £ "watch list" of some. sort. _

. Dick: asked specifically when Schweppa first

.becnme aware of the lists ‘mentioned above; whether he was
familiar with FBI Form 5-88, & form prepared for' placing . -

& request.on .the "wateh list"‘ vhether he had sesn any ‘of ﬁlﬁﬂm

. the results.of the [CIA monitoring:]and whether. he ha.d

seen. any- réproduction of correspondence phn graphed bw' J?Q¢ Cﬂ{Bﬂ

Lcu_]m connection with. the @umer Pro;iect

: ,2"_"".- - SECBET
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S .. Schwepps replied that he thought the lists .
- he msntioned edrliier probably were &eenm by him:before . .-
. February, 1958, but he acknowlsdged he 'could .not recsll
exactly when. He said he vould not now recall ever having.
seen FBI Form: 5-88, "He replied that, .since he. felt he bad
néver placed 2 name or address on- ths. "watch. 1ist," he :
. would not- have any specific results: routed -to his: personal
. - attention, - He added, howevér, that if the rfesults were
. - routed to all supervisors concernped .with Soviet intelligence
- . and related. matters, he Pprobably did see such results -
. and routinely initialsd the accompanying routing slips. .
- He said he would recall no specific "cné]besults" i£,4m 7
;_fact, he did ses snything specific. Eﬁj(;3 " et

’ . Dick asked whether Schweppe ‘was aware.of who
designated the routing of the lists he had seen, and
Schweppe rssponded that 'he .assumed ‘it WS BOme, 1ndiv1dua1
"in the officeé of ‘the division’s AsBistant Director who , -
perfbrmed guch an. admtnistrative function,  Schweppse said -
he did pot recsall a Miss Triplett (phometic), who,
according to- Dick, was responsible for routing the "ﬂunter
. Project" material to appropriate supervisors, Schweppe ‘, S
said he could heve been included in such- romting because CLn e
of’his assignmsnt. R o D .

|
| .
i ;'..~ L Dick then queried Schweppe an his familiarity
S rwith the term "Bureau Informant 200" (BI 200), when be
‘ - ."first became aware of the term,. and whether he ever: saw 8
_any of the material attributed to that informant, ~Imn -
. this connection Dick sxhibited another FBIHQ memo dated - :
- Fobruary 6, 1958, which referred to BI 200 as the. designdtion
" -used by FBIHQ to forward to its field officsg.information
. recsived from[?l#]under thstgunter Projecf.n Schweppe
was upable to recall exactly-when he first béceéms svare
- of the use and. identity of BI 200, but he sgsumed it was .
in earily 1958. He said he could récall seeing information
attributed to BI 200 both whilé at FBIHQ and in WFO but
that he could no -lomger reé¢all the specific nature.of the
items involved, _He séid he presumed.that all. of them .
dealt with Sovietcrelated 1nvestigatory'matters. Schweppa
°  said he did not believe he has seen any roferences. to
" BI ‘200 in the past 15 years or so and that hé may have .seen-
as many as five referencss 8 year before that. . . _
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Dick also quaried Schweppe about his knowledge :
of the “SAM. Survey™ (SAM) and "Z Coverage" (Z),

- asked Schweppe whether hs knew whep "SAM".and - “z" were

initieted, whiat they comsisted of, when they ceased,’

_when he first becsme awere.of them, and .whether he had'éeen

" any resulis of those . projects. Sciweppe replied that

-."SAN" ‘and "Z" were on @ nesd-to-know busis wighin WFO but

“that ha in time heard about them through office "shop .
talk" and then -concluded that those desigrations’ iniicated

"' .projects in which mail to and/or: from the Soviet Union and

.Sovliet bloc countries was. mbnitored. He said he did.

" pot’ know .when thosé projects vere initiated or when thay

terminated. He said that he would have to guéss within a

‘tolerance of two or thres years that he first heard of. those_'

. ‘projects in the 'early 1960s. 'Schweppe said he-wes.called
on from time to time to translate corngspondenca in German,

‘ :;thé past eight or. ten yeurs, to the best: of his reeollection. '

.. which correspondence had bsen: photographed by some source -
- not idemtified initially. Schweppe suggested. that .on.later o

inquiry about ths sourcs of the correspondence he was

.. " infoimed it was either from. "SAM" or "Z." He 'said he ves'

ugable to récall- -specifically who so advised ‘him, .‘He felt -

- . 1t was possible ihat word was just 'passed along" to that = - -
. effect. He could ‘mot recall whether each specific individual

- "item was identified in a particular, speciel manner 8o &s’

_.to tis it in to‘its .source. . Schweppe stated that he believes .
-a2ll such: material translated. by him was directed to officials.

." at .the Soviet and/or Soviet bloc embassies.in Washington, . :

- D, C., and ‘not to any nop~diplomatic persommel., .Such - - -
: tranalation requirements were quite 1n£requent, ol Schweppe.

was not called-on t60 trapslate any such material within

? Schweppe said 1t was his 1mpression that nSANY -

- ‘40 New York City wes hdndled in space at one or the othei

of New York's airports.. He said hé. was-unaware of the = ..
‘specific arrangemesits in Washington, D..C, He rélated that
.he was aware that FBI Special Agent John De Betténcourt, '

© . since deceased, was -directly ‘involved in WFO's YZ Coverage" l_f.:,

-project but that he did not know specifically to whom De

C Bettencourt was answerable. .
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:'than the projects referred to ambove. 'Schweppe, after making
the observation ‘that -Federal  law aund FBI regulations' - - _

. Dick asked whether Schwappe was aware of any
11 hawing been opened by ¥BI employeés in ‘situptions’ other

prohibit such activity, said he himself had never opemed -

anyone’s mail in his capacity as an FBI emplbyee, that he- |
never observed any other 'FBI émploy@e so engaged, and. that _:

he. personally -was pot.aware of any specific instances in -

*» " which that might have happened. At this point Schweppe -

" Office, he suspected that a female employee, whose name hea .

related that while he was assigned to the Los Angeles

" ~dould not recdll, might possibly -have begn ‘engaged in. the

. at ditterent times.. )

':. FBI employee,” that he never witnessed .any .other FBI emplﬁyeenl

' September 23, 1075, snd concluded at about 11:15 gom.

. surreptitious opening of other people’s mail because-of .
the suspiciousnature of her actioms at certain times, .. ., . -
Schweppe added that:these were suapicions raised by u_--‘?_.“
‘wcircumstantial evidence only. " : ' C

Diak then presented a hypothetical situation -in

3which agents on duty might obtain mail posted by an”

individual apd then proceed to open the same and review -

- the contents. He asked whether Schweppe was- awaré of any . °
" spuch instances. - Schweppe acknowledged that the suggested .
-scenario gounded realistic enough but added that he couldi S

" recall. no such actual situationl..- o " v

....

- During the course of the intervtaw, Schweppe

: indicated that he.hed been assigned to.Soviet-ralated
‘investigatory matters in WFO until early 1959, after

which he was assigned to .the handling of German, Latin
American, Middle East,_and Chinese 1nvestigatory matters

, ‘e

Schweppe-concluded by stating that his knowledge

.-and recollection of the subject matter constituting the'
.. basis for the inquiry were weak. ‘He réiterated that he .

never opened any other person‘s mail in-his capacity 25 au .

opening any such mail, and that he canmot recall ever;

. being aware of any situation im which mail was openad by
- : FBI employees, . exclusive of -the- "SAM" and "Z" prodects
: mentioned above. .

" This 1nterview commenced about 10: 15 a.m.,

B the same day..
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