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JACOB KATHAKN WASSERNAN

gka"Jack, Jake WASSERM AN

Chief Counsel

Bureau of Land kanagement

U. S. Department of the Interior
Washington, L.C.

LOYALTY OF GOVEREMENT =MPLOYEES

Weshington, D.C.
July 13, 1948

ALL INFORM NTAINED
HEREIN 15 ,UNCLASSIFIED
0.t~ 4
I. PZRSONAL HISTORY oarecl=4=9 7 ¥ /kﬁ

The personnel file of JACOR NATEAN WASSERVAN es“re-
viewed at the Personnel Office, Buresu of Land Management,
Department of the Interior, reflects that the employee was
born at New York City on January 19, 1910, and mainteins his
legal residence at New York. Mr. WASSERKAN attended the
City College of New York from September, 1926 to June, 1930,
and again from September, 1933 to February, 193L, at which
time he received a Bachelor of Science Degree. He attended
the Columbia Law School, New York City, from October, 1930
to June, 1933, recelving an LLB Degree. He 1s & member of
the New York Bar, Federal District Court, the New York Supreme
Court, the Circuit Court of Appeals, and the Court of Claims.

On October 6, 1941, Mr. WASSERKAN entered on duty
as an Attorney in the Office of the Secretary, 0ffice of the
Solicitor, Department of the Interior, Washington, D.C., on
transfer from the Lends Division of the Departmsnt of Justice.
He was promoted from Senior Attorney General, Land Office,
to Cnief Counsel General, Land Office, on August 30, 1943, ’
which position he presently holds. This positlon is supervisory
in neture. From July, 1933 to February, 193L, he was em-
ployed by Professor RICHARD R. POWELL, Columbia University
Law School. From February, 1934 to May, 193L, he was employed
by the Law firm of GREENBAUI., WOLFF and ERNST, 285 iadlson
vAvenue, and from liay, 1934 to April, 1938, by the Lew firm
of :ARSHALL, BRATTiK and SELIGSON, 150 Broadway, New York
Cityo

- From April, 1938 until October, 1938, WASSERNMAN
was ennl~~ed as & Research Asslstant to Senator ROB¥KT L.
WAGSZ... ..c was employed at the U.S. Department of Justice
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presently resides at 1500 South Eerton Street, Arlington,

from October 31, 19%8 to October 5, 19Ll. Wr. WASSERIAN //
Virginie, with his wife ana child.

II. BASIS FOR INVZSTIGATION

JACOB NATHAN WASSERMAK, 1500 South Barton Street,
Arlington, Virginia, is stated by Confldential Informent
Washington T-1, an Informant of known reliability, to have
been, as of January 1, 1%41, on the sctive indices of the
Washington Chepter of the American People's Kobilization,
formerly the American Peace iiobilizatlon. This organization
wes declared by the Attorney General as being within the pur-
view of Executive Order 93435,

III. RESULTS OF IKVESTIGATION

Washington 1-1 advised that the name of tt
ployee was conteined on the active indices of the Aashsn
Chapter, American People's hobllization, as follows: WASSER -
AN, JACOB N., 309 North lhomas Street, Arlington, VirginTa,

Chestnut 3904, Attorney, Lepartment of Justice.""

Washington T-1 was recontacted and advised thsat
he could furnish no additional informetion concerning this
employee. Ee refused to execute a signed statement, and
would not consent to appear before a Loyalty Hearing Boerd.

Washington T-2, an Informant who over a lonc period
of time has furnished rellable informetion, advised that e&s
of Kay, 1941, the records of the Kational Lawyers Guild con--
tained the name "WASSERVAN, JACOB N., 309 North Thomes Street,
Arlington, Virginise" among its 1ist of active members.

Washington T-2 was recontacted, at which time he
could furnish no additional informetion . He would not
furnish a slizned statement and would not consent to appear
before a Loyalty Board.

The House Committee on Un-American Activities in

its report of March 29, 15ulL, clted the NATIONAL LAWYERS
GUILD as a Comrunist front.

-7 -
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In the Fall of 1640, Mr. ADOLPH A. BERLE, then
Assistant Secretary of State, in & letter resigning from the
NATIOKAL LAWYZRS GUILD, stated as follows: "The FNATIONAL
LAWYERS GUILD was formed in the hope that expression might
be given to the liberal sentlment in the Amerlcan bar. It
is now obvious that the present management of the Guild is
not prepared to take any stand which conflicts witn the Com=-
munist Party line. Under the clircumstences and 1n keeping,

I think, with most procressive lawyers, I have no further
interest in 1it."

LOUIS FRANCIS BUDENZ, former menazing editor of the
"Daily Worker", and former member of the Communist rarty
Naetional Committee, advised the Committee on Un-Americean
Activities of the House of HKepresentatives that the Communist
Party considers the NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD to be a working
ally.

The records of the Eouse Committee on Un-iAmerican
Activities indicate the name JACOB N. WASSERKAN, 707 20th
Street, N ,\Washington, D.C., as a member of the Natlional
Lawyers Guill en: also as a candidate from the washington,
D.C. chapter r delegate to the National Convention of the
Netional Lawyer 114 in 1940.

Wasgkingdon T-3, snother Government Agency which
conducts personnel d Intelligence investigeations, advised
that the name JACOBWASSERIVAN appears as Chairmen, Lembership
Committee, Natlonal Lawyers Guild.

Mr. FRED Vi. JOHKSON, Attorney, suresu of Land
Menegement, Interior Uepartment, advised that he was former
Solicitor of this Bureesu, and has been acquainted with the
employee since 1G41. His association has been entirely
officiel, and ne has no knowledge of any orgaenlizations of wnich .
Mr. WASSERMAN might be & member., MNr. JOHNSCON does not believe:. /.,
that WASSERMAN would be & member of any euesesedveicrgenize- 7
tions, but stated that he belleves the employee is a "Leftist"
to the extent of beilng ready to accept changes for the
progress of the country by constitutional means. Mr. JOENSON
stated that he has no guestion concerning the loyalty of this
employee.
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Mr. EALRRY N. ELELSTEIN, Assistant Solicltor,

Public Lands Division, ~epartment of the interior, hes been
acgusinted with Mr. WASSER!IAN since he came to the Interior
Depaertment. Ee seic that thelr assoclation has been pri-
marily officiel, elthoush they have visited socially on =
few occasions. Ke hes no knowledge of any orgaenizastions of
wahich fr. WASS-ZEINAN might be & member, and statedi thet he
considers the employee to be & very conventional parson Who
is ebsorbed in his work and his family. ir. EDELSTEIK con-
cluied by statlng that he would be very surprised if the
anplovee were tied up in any way with any orgenizatlon. - Ag;,

T /5 NeTED THAT ﬁ_fmwwvy ) ‘o B “h
ZBanoan--g-mr. HARRY_ I -UthTdIET ol o 23 E

: i d hig wife, FRiliCES, are »—
on intimete terms with HARRY DEDIﬁk‘ﬂ?&TF snd hls wife, ANIE,
subjzcts in & Soviet espionagze consplracy in washington, 413.
end New York City during the early 19h0's, also that he is
g close associate of known Communists end -Sov;et sympathizers
Ee corresponds frequently with LI”nA,L g sugpec -
espionages azent in New York City. Mﬂ% 2% ’*ﬁﬁfi‘:“
vemes thet EDELST<IN en3 mis wife -were members of tne DETEAM.
“iashincton Bookshop, the Unlted American-Spenish £id Committee,
and tnet Mr. EDELSTHIN was listed as a member of the Netionsl
Lawrers Guila-end a con*a“t of CommonW°altb uolleze in Ilens,
Lrkansas. - Fimimy TR o
The records of the Circult Court at Polk County,
Mena, Arkaensas, reflect that on January 29, 1941, criminal
proceedingzs were instituted sgainst Commonweslth College,
charging thet the collece had displayed an illegal emblem,
the hemmer end sickle, had failed to display the American flag,
and had taught anarchy. On January 20, 1S4l the College was
found gullty es cherged esnd juigment enterei by the court in
favor of the state of Arkansas. In addition, the Court ordered
the certificate of incorporastion.of the college to be:cancelled.
/N TR PREVIsus INVEST 8 ATioN oF MR EDELSTE/N T WAS ALSs DATERM
Tuarirs. EDELSTEIN 1s listed as a member of the Washington
Committee for JUemocratic Action, the American fesce- kobllization
and the National Federetlion for Constitutionasl Liberties. The
Washinzton Bookshop, the Wwashington Committee for Democratic
Action, - and the Natlonsl Federetion for Constitutional Liberties
are orgenizetions declared by the Attorney Uenersl to fall
within the purview of Executive Order 9835,

Mr. WARNER W. GARDNER, Fibbs Building, 725 15th
Street, NW, advised that he was acquaintei casually with Nr,
WA°SLRiAh et the UDepartment of Justice, &ni also at the
Interior Department. lr. GARDNER stated that when he was
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menagement of the apartment builaing located at 122L K Street,
Nvi in 1%40. They have no records releting to tenants prior

to that time, and have no knowleage of the firm menaging

the building in 193%8.

At the office of BRODIE and COLBERT, rezl estate
company, 1931 K Street, NW, it was cdetermined that apertment
#12 at 707 20th Street, NW, was formerly occupied by lir.
TEQOMAS WRIGHT, who is presently a tenant in apartment 72
et the same gadress. Mr. WRIGHT steted thaet the erplovee
roomed with him for & few months several years ago, and that
his activitles while &t his espartment were satisfectory.

Ir. WRIGHT was unsble to recall the names of any of the
other boys who roomed here et the same time, and coula
furnish no information perteining to the loyelty of WASSERIALK.

At the Kentel Office of Buckingham Community, 313
North Glebe RKoad, Arlington, Virginis, it was determined
that Mr. WASSERWAN came to the community on October 1, 1539,
occupying an apartment at 309 North Thomas Street with his
mother, father and sister. Thls apartment was teken over
in the name of the employee's father, ABRAHAW, on January 1,
1941. NXo complaints have been recelved conecerning any
ectivities at this address.

Mrs. J. WILLIAM MAGEE, 309 Korth Thomes Street,
staeted that she has llved at this address for only two years,
and knows JACOB WASSERIAN only through seeing him when he
comes to visit his parents who occupy the apartment ascross
from her. She could furnish no informetion pertasinine to

the loyelty of the employee.

Mrs. BRIAN BELL, 309 North Thomas Street, advised
that she has resided at this address for severel years, and
that she could furnish no informetion pertaining to the
loyelty of the employee.

Mrs. EILLEEY S. CASE, 309 North Thomas Street,
hes been at this sddress since 1942. She stat=d that she
knows Nr. WASSERIKAN to see him, but that she knows nothing
concerning his activities and nothing pertaining to his
loyalty.

At the offlce of Arlington Village Apartments,
2508 Columbie Pike, Arlington, Virginia, it was determined
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thet lir. WASSHRIAN hes been renting spartmsnt 535 at 1500
South Barton Street since Januery 1, 1541. Nko complaints
heve been received concerning his ectivities.

lir. JOE K. NcWILLIAMS, apartment 600, 1500 South
Barton Street, hes known lir. WASSERIAN for four veers,
During this time they have had very limited social relationznip
and have engaged 1n no discussions of nationel end inter-
national affeirs. Nr. McWILLIANS stated thet he has never
hed occasion to guestion the actlivity or the loyalty of the
employee to this country.

‘r. EDNUND BARCLAY, apartment 597, 1500 South
Barton Street, has been esccueinted with lir. WASSERMAN for
approxirmately one and one-helf years. Uuring this time they
heve had no sociel contact. Nr. BARCLAY staeted thet the
emplovee is home nearly every evenlng, and that when he does
go out he is usually accompenlied by his wife and chilc.

Mr. BARCLAY stated that he has never had occasion to question
the activities or the loyalty of Kr. WASSERIAK.

¥Mr. J. J. WHITE, apartment 599, 1500 South bBerton
Street, advised thet he has been &t this address only ten
days, and that from what he has seen of the employee he
appears to be a very nlce person; however, he was unable to
furnish any informatlon pertaining to the loyelty of Kr.
WASSERNAN .

Doctor MUSS PAR:tONS, Arlington Animsl Lospitel,
262li Columbias Pike, mdvised that he formerly resicded in
apartment 5G9, 1500 South Barton Street, for approximately
five years, and that during this time he visited on frequent
occeslions with the employee. He stated that ne hes never
had occasion to question the loyalty of WASSEXMAN to this
country, and has never had an occaslon to regard him es
anything but e good citizen.

The records of the Identification Division, Ketro-
politen Folice Department, the Special Investigetions Sguad
of the Metropoliten Police Department, and the Credit Bureau
of Washington, D.C., reflect no Information perteining to
the loyalty of thls employee.

The records of the Potomac Credit Bureau end the
Arlingston County, Virgirie, Police -epartment, reflect no
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information concerning the employee.

The files of the Wasnington Field Office reflect
that the employee was the subject of a Hatch Act investiga-
tion in 1SL1, &nd on September 15, 1541, furnished the
following sirned statement:

"Washington, D.C.
September 15, 1541

"Stetement made by JACOB N. WASSERNAN in the
presence of C. E. WEEKS end B. P. CRUISE, Special Aagents,
FRI, and MARY E. V00D, Stenographer, FBI.

"Questions by Mr. WEEKS:

Q. Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth, so help you God, in connection
with this inquiry into your status as & government
employee?

A. I do.
. Will you state your full name?

A

Q

A, My name is JACOB NATHAN WASSERMAN.

Q Will you tell us where you afe employed aﬁd how 1ong¢'7
A

. 1 am an attorney in the Lends Division of the Department
of Justice since October 31, 1938.

Q. Mr. WASSFRNAN, are you & member, or have you been e
member of an orgaenization now known &8 the American -r!l
Peoples Mobllization which was formerly known as ‘the -

A

American Peace Mobllizetion? ' vy o 5 :-“ 

A. Never. - o M ¢ el R R

Q. You have never been & member?

A. Never.
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"Q. EHave you ever attended meetings or made eny contribution
to en organization of either of those nameg?

L. Never.

Q. Have you ever received literature indiceting to you you
were on the malling 1list of such ean organization?

A, I can't answer that question yes or no. I recell that
when this orgenization in 1ts earlier phase was very
active that 1 received 1ts llterature, requests for

contributions, etc., but & good deal of this was placed
in under the spartment coor. 1 think some of it ceme
through the mail but L have no recollection as to how
it was eddressed and cen't say whether it was & stencill,
which would show whether 1 was on the mailing list.

Q. Then &as I understand it, you have no wey of knowing
whether yow name would be on & mailing 1list, or any
other type of 1list maintained by this orzanization.

A. No.

Q. In this connection, have you ever been & member of, or
contributed to the Cormunist Party or any affiliated
orgenization or the German Americen Bund, or any zroup
that hes 1In 1ts program the advocacy of the overthrow
of the American form of Government.

A. No."
(Signed) JACOB N, WASSERNMAN
Witnesses:

(signed) C. E. WEEKS,

(Signed) B. P. CRUISE,
Special Agents
Federal Buresu of linvestigation
U.S. VDepartment of Justice
Washington, D.C,.
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LOYALTY OF GOVIRER NT 'EFLOYFES

Waehincton, veGe
July 13, 195

I. P REOFAL FI&TORY

The perzonnel file of JACO: MATIIEE WASSYH:AY g8 re-
viewed at the Personnel vffiece, Bureeu of Lani kana-ement,
Lepartment of the Interior, rcilects that tne emclovee wae
borr. et kew York City on Jaruasry 16, 1210, srnd rainteins hie
l#cul reglidence at Few York., Nr, WASELEEAY atterded the
City Collese of Kew York from Septexber, 1926 to Jure, 1530,
ani esain fror Septewber, 1G32 to rebruary, 153, at wnich
tire he receive? a EBaghelor of Selence .ecrea, e gpitered
the Colurdbias lLaw Sehool, Kew York Clty, from October, 1730
to June, 1932, recelvin- an LIB Degree, Ee i3 & wenber of
the Few York Bar, Felerel District Court, the Yew York Suonrere
Court, the Circuit Court of Appesls, &nd the Court of Claims,

On Dstober 6, 13L1, kr, WASE¢HkAK entered on duty
ar an Attorney in the Oflfice of the lecretary, Olfice of the
Solicitor, uepsi'temert of the interlor, #seh:iington, i..C., on
trangler frozm ‘he Lsnis Tivisior of the vepartrment of Justice.
Fe wer promotel [rom fenior ihttorney Gereral, Land Office,
to vilef Counsel Gernersl, land Uffice, on Aurust 30, 19.7,
wrigh porition be presently holds. ‘his positiorn 1a supervisory
ir neture, Frrom July, 1537 to Februar~y, 1G3L, he wa: em-
Florei by Prolessor i ICHARD R, PO LL, Coluxbia University
Lgw Schoocl. rox Februsry, 193L to kay, 153L, he was erployed
by the iew firm of GiE:ANBAUL, WOLFF and ExKSY, 259 iaulson
Avenue, an?® fror Eay, 193l to april, 1933, by thes Lew firm
of uahITALL, BLATT i and S L1GSUN, 150 Broadway, hew Yark
Citze

‘roz April, 1933 until October, 1935, TASTHNAK
waEg orloyedl as & Fesearch fesistant to Senator ROR°RT L,
"L He Ee wap erzlojyel at the Ul.t. [ epartment of Justice
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frox Getober 31, 1G2L to Octobsr 5, 19L1., Kr. WASS FUAY

preecrtly resiies gt 150C South Egrton Ltreet, Arlincton,
Virsinie, wilth his ¥ife an’ chlld,

I1l. BALIS KOOI IFV'STIGATIOM

JACOD LATHAL &ASE®: KAk, 1500 South Barton ttreet,
Arlin-ston, Vircinis, 1s states: Dy Confidentisl Informent
dashinston 1-=1, an Informant of known relietility, to nave
baen, as of Jaruary 1, 1%.1, on the sctive inilces of the
=ashin~ton Chapter of the amer icen FPeople's kobillizetion,
forrerly the american Feace kobliization, 17This orzarization
was declarel by the aAttorney Genersal as being within the pur-
view of ‘xecutlive Orier G035.

311: HISULY

o0

OF IEV'STIGLTIOR

Waznincton L=l advieed that the rpsrme of the em=
ployees waes containei on the sctive indices of the &eelin-ton
Chapter, fmerican Feople's sobilization, as follows: "aissita

i, JACOE Be., 309 korth ihomae Street, Arilington, Virrsinia,
Chestnut 3504, Attorney, Lepartmont of Justice,”

#ashinrton i-]l war reccrtacted and advized thst
he coulsd furnlesh no sd.itionul informstion concernin: this
emploree, Le refuseli to execute & zicnes glaterment, gna
woul: not gonsent to eppear before s lLoyalty Heariny Board,

washirzton T=2, er Informant who over & lon- period
of time Las furnlished relisble informstion, a“dvises tha' as
of kay, 15L1, the recorie of the kstional lLawyers -uil? con=-
teine” the name "$ASCYEEAY, JACO3 Ko, 309 bortk “homer Stireet,
Arlington, Virzinia" among {ts ligt of setive members.

vashincton 7-2 was recontactesd, st wnich time he
eouls furnlsh no kiditionsl inforzxstior . Fe would not
furniel. a ei'n~d giatevert and woulé not consent to appear
belore 8 Lovelty board.

"he LFouse Committee on Un=iwerican ictlivitiee in

itz report of serch 29, 1%iL, clted the MLTI0LAL LAaY: iHE
GUILL mp & Comrunist (ront.
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In the fall of 19:0, ¥re ALULPH ke P'TLT , then
Apegistant Lecr tery of {tete, In & letter resipnirs Irorm the
B2 TIo%sL LATY RE GUILT, state® ap followss “ihe AT IOLAL
LASY 7.1 GUILL wae formnl In tLe Lope thet exsrescion mir-ht
be ziven to the 1lbersl gentirent ir the iperlcer her, It
ie row obviscus thet the presert mana-erent of the Uulld is
not preparei to take any steni wiich e:nflicte with the Come
rmuniet rerty line. Unler the circumstsrnces an: in keepirs,
1 think, with most prorerceive lawyersg, 1 hiave no furthior
irterest 1n 1t."

LOVIC FRAEZIC U°YRD, former mana~in~ efitor of the
" aily Yorker", ani forrer merber of the Cormunicet carty
hationel Corrittee, givisrd the vomrmittee on Un=irmericen
hetivitiag of the Ecuse of i.epresentatives thet the Cormrunlist
Party ccneliere the L:710L:a) LANYINL QUILL to be a working
ally.

The recoris of the “ouse Comrlittee on Uneirm-ricen
fotivitier inilcate the nere JACOD ko WALLTLLAYN, TOT &0th
Street, L., saanington, L.v., &5 & memder of the hationel
lewysrs Gulli, &r sliso me 2 cundidete froc the a:shir-ton,
L.Cs chepier for delesste to the ketional Conventlon o: ine
Fetional ~swyers Guil? in 16..0.

Beehingtor ©=3, snother Government arerevy which
scrciucte persgontel anl intelllirenee lrvestigstions, siviees
that the rewe JATOT #ATL:TUAY sppesars sf Chalrmsn, Lemborshir
Comrmlittee, Kstional lawyers (ulld.

¥r, Fril w, JOEILON, Attorney, _urewu of Lent
EKrre semoent, lnterlor .epartrert, s viged thst ke wee former
Holleltor of thls Buresu, ar’ las been mogusintes with the
enplo, ee since 15L1. Els eseoclation has ecn ern'irely
cfrieiel, &n. Le hes no krosleire of gry orraniietlions of which
Kro &Li-7¥i0 Eisht be & wember, kre JI¥I. 5L G0€t nOt believe
that #1501 would be & merber of eny . disloyal srreviize-
tione, but staled tiet he believes the er lover i ¢ “eftipt”
to the extent ¢ belnr ree’y to socept cher-es for the
prorress of the country by constlitutionel wosnse Fre Joiso
stated that he a8 Do question concerninge thin lo e § of tiis
erployea,
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Mr. HARRY M. EDELSTEIN, Assistant Solicitor, Public Lands
Divieion, Department of the Interior, has been acquainted with Mr.
WASSERVMAN eince he came to the Interior Department. He said that their
association has been primarily official, although they have visited
socially on a few occasions. He has no knowledge of any organizations of
which Mr. WASSERMAN might be a member, and stated that he considers
the employee to be & very conventional person who is &bsorbed in his work
and his family. Mr. EDEISTEIN concluded by stating that he would be very
surprised if the employee were tied up in any way with any organigation.

It is noted that Mr. HARRY M. EDELSTEIN, as determined in a pre-
vious investigation conducted by the Federal Burean of Inveastigation, and
his wife, FRANCES, are on intimate terms with HARRY DEXTER WHITE and his wife,
ANNE, subjects in a Soviet expionage comspiracy in Washington, D. C. and Ney
York City during the early 1940's; also that he is a close associate of known
Communists and pro-Soviet sympathizers. He corresponds frequently with
MICHAEL H. HBAIGIES, suspected esplonage agent in New York City. In a pre~
vious investigation of Mr. EDELSTEIN it was aleo determined that EDEISTEIN
and his wife were members of the Washington Bookshop, the United American-
Spanish Ald Committee, and that Mr. EDEISTEIN was listed as a member of the
National Lawyers Guild and & contact of Commonwealth College in Mena, Arkansas,

The records of the Circult Court at Polk County, Mena, Arkansas,
reflect that on Jamuary 29, 1941, criminal proceedings were instituted against
Commonwealth College, charging that the college had displayed an illegal emblem,
the hammer and sickle, had failed to display the American flag, and had taught
anarchy. On Jamuary 30, 1941 the College was found guilty as charged and
judgment entered by the court in favor of the state of Arkansas. In Addition,
the Court ordered the certificate of incorporation of the college to be can-
celled. :

In the previous investigation of Mr. EDEISTEIN 1t was also
determined that Mrs. EDELSTEIN is listed as & member of the Washington
Committee for Democratic Action, the American Peace Mobiligzation, and
the Rational Federation for Constitutional Liberties. The Washington
Bookshop, the Washington Committee for Democratic Action, and the National
Federation for Constitutional Liberties are organizations declared by the
Attorney General to fall within the purview of Executive Order 9835,

Mr. WARNER W. GARDHER, Hibbs Building, 725 15th Street, NW, advised
that he was acquainted casually with Mr. WASSERMAN at the Department of Justice,
and also at the Interlor Department. Mr. GARDHER stated that when he was
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Solicitor at the Interior Departzeni he would have contact with the
szployee apyroxinetely once & weak, and that when he later was Assistant
Secretary of the Interior their contact was approximately once a month,
Zr, GARDUE. stated that he had no social contact with tha employee, and
has no knowledpe of any erganiszation of wiichi he might be & menier. He
contimied by stating that the employee iz the fype of person he would
expect to jJoin the Katiomal lawyers Ouild and the American league for Peace
and Damocracy. ie gave as his reason for saying this, the fact ihat the
employee is apparently liborel and got out of school during a dcprouian
and war period, Mr. GAIONE: does not believe the liberalism of the

eznloyee borders on Communism, and qualified his statement by saying
that ZASSEREAR Wﬂhmwmwtmmwum
RORNG,

Mre FZLIX 85, COHEX, Attorney, 162, Fye Street, I, advised
that he was acguainted with Mr, WASSE-UAN at the Department of Justics
and also at the Jepartoent of the Interiovr, Be stated that his association
with the employee was almost entirely official, and jimt he has mo
knoxledgze of any orzanisations of which BASCEMMAY has bean or is a
member, and further that bhe has no reason to question the loyalty ef
the employee to this country.

Kashington 7-7, a reliable confidential inforwant, advised
that as of 1542 the nmame of FFLIX S, COHEX was inclnded on the
active indices of the United American-Spanish Ald Comxittee.

The Houose Conmittee mmmuuuuug its
muma.m&gnwumamsmr
COMLTIE as a Communist fromb, .

sashinston T-4, an Informant of established reliability
who iz aoquainted with and who haz associated with many kmown
and admitted Lem—unists, stated that the UKITED ANEIRICAR SPANISH
AID COMITIEL in kashington, D» Co, was erganised by ths Comsumist
Party and completely controlled by it. Hashington T-4 declined
mmxmmmtuhmhrmahnlty
Board,

tazhington T-5, a forwer mezber of ths Commmmist
Party who has furnished reliable information and who assisted
in forming numerous front erganigzations for the Corzmmist
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Party, stated that the URITT AR Z.ICAR EPLNILLE AIU COK ITTL:
ir. %asuin ton, ~.Ce., wus orgenizel ani controlle: by the
Communlist Farty &ni that it was an lmportent trensemission
belt of the Comvmunist farty. +“nils +nforxent le unwillirrs to
sppear belfore & Loyulty Boerd or to sive & glicrel statezent,

Sashington 7=(, & member of the Comrunist Farty
who over & long periol of time haeg furrnighel relisdle in-
forwetion, stated that the UNITH. AX T ICAN EPAKICE LID
Co¥UITT » in dashington, U.le, Wes eomoleately controlled by
the Comrnmiest Ferty but thet the crgsnization ha? no sctive
merbershlip ani msnry of its members haed no sctive associsation
with the orzsnization. Exshincton i=f does not wish to
testlfy before a ~oyaltly Doard or furniesh & signel ststlement,

The racoris of the hiouse Couwittee on Un=ireriecan
Activities reflect that FIiIX £, CON'E has serve? on various
comrittees of the kationel Lawyerz Guilé ineclulirs the
lewyer's Comeittee on Arcrican helatlions with Spein, In
connection with Lie mombership on this committee, COL'R
signed ar. appexrl to 1lift the Cipsnieh erbargo, whlck appeal
sppesred in the lssue of the “.aily #orker” of Fedruasry 17,
153%. fGhe "Dally ®orker™ is an kast oocest Commumnilst dally
nesgpaper,

Mr. ARKOLD LTVY, Room 829, Washington Building,
15th and Kew York aAvenues, Kia, advieed that he and the
exployee are vary close personal friends. He stated that
they were forrerly; seeocicstel al the vepartment of the In-
terior, eni toetl he Sellievas tho Americarism of ¥Er, ZATSTRUEAKR
iz beyond any question. Ee gali thst ther have discussed
all types of controversicl issues, ani that ther: wsz never
seny ocecssion for soncern to this sountry. ¥r, LYVY has
vigited in the home of ir. BALS/FHAN on pumerous occasions,
and has never cuserved any literzture or publicstlions of a
guestionable nature.

kre J. FOWARD WILLIA¥S, First Assistant, Lands
Uivielion, vepartment of Justice, advieged thet BASS TFEAY worked
on researcnh work regariing land acquisitior ani luter on an
aprellste work in the same diviszion, kre WILLIZKS preszented
8 forxz latter from the flle of WASSTRUELAY whilch wasr dsted &n
sanuary of 1430, and on whieh letter ¥r, WASS "REAN lists
we-Lership in the hautionel lawyers Guild,
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Mro JO'X F, COTTE., hssistant Chief, ippeliate
Section, Lards Division, knex the employee from February, 1940
to October, 1941, while the ezplorec was in his sectiorn.
hea advised that WASSTILD wac associated with the Kotional
lawyers Guild and used to po through the Office leavin: ine-
vitations on the desks for the other emplovees to attend
luncheons for the larvers Guild. Mre COTTEL stated that
al one time wAS TN and somc giher mexbers of the divislion
wrote some articles in which ther indicated thelr associztion
with the leparipent of Justice and which he did not fecl wa:s
proper on their part, He stated that the employee made
no expressions concermin: hir political feelin-s, ancd that
he could furnish no information pertaining to the loyalty
of WASSERMAk,

Mr. LELAID YOUT, Trial Attorney, Landa DIivision,
ha: known BASSEFUAN since Hovember, 1935 and stated that
they worked together in the Research Division until ®ASSTEHAK
left the Justice Department, HNr. YUUT knows notihin; con-
caerning tie activitiss of tho employes prior to his coming
to the Departmont of Justice, and has no mowledge of
ponbership by the employee in any orpanization, Mr, YOST
acvised that bhe bas no reason to question the loyalty of Mr,
WASCTRMAN,

Niss WI'¥A MARTIE, Atilorney, Appellate Section,
lands Division, h&c known Mr, EAZUTNAL sirce he cams to
the Justice iepartzent. She stated thet she has visited
socially in his home on a few occasions, and that he never
mentionsd membership in any organiration or tried to influence
har to jelin sny erpznization, OShe concluded b stating
that she had never observed ary activity en his part which
would cause her to question his leyalty.

Mre PEILIP RICHOLS, JF,, Office of the Chief
Counsel, Bureau of Foderal fupply, advised that he wes acquainted
with Mre L“AUSTRHAY while employed at the Justice Departeoent,
lie stated thati he seec hin on occasion at the present tinms,
but that he has had no social contact with hin, Mr, WICHOLS
advised that ths exployce was a2 meubsr of the Rationzl
lawyers Gu.ld as was he, and that sometime around 1939 or
1640 the exnloyee made ths statement to him that he thought
the Kational lLawyers Ouild mas becomin; infiltrated by Corrmunist
elemont, and that ne was opposed to their activitgye He
stated that Mr, WASSEwAY want~-d the National Lawyers Ouild

-7-
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to be progressive but WASTTFRULN was out of symnathy with the
Commmunlisi slement and their purposes. Mr, HICIJLE stated
that he did mot question the loyalty of Mr, RASSHIlLL to this
eountiry,.

Mr. PHILIP MARCUC, Trial ait.orney, Antitrust Division,
advised tra: hoe was acquainted with the smployee for approx-
imetaly two years durins which time they worked together
and visited sociaslly. le said that he ms seen the mxployes
on only twmo or three occacions =ince he laft the Department.
Mr, MARCUC advised that the emnloyee never discussed any
erganisations in his presencs, and that he has no reason
to suspect the loyalty of the employoe.

Mr, ROGER Pe MARJUIS, Chief, Appellate Section,
lLands Division; ¥r, RO3FRT E, MULRONEY, Chief, lLands Division;
Er, CUC VARICE, Assistant Attorney General in charge of
landz, advised thaty they ecould furnisk mo information pertinent
to the loyalty of JACOB N, WACSIRMAR,

At the Office of ~emator ROSERT ¥, WACHZH, Senate
Office m’ mm, Do C., Kiss KDXA RUTERT advised
_that she has becn assoclated with the Semator for twenty
years, and tmt she hes no knowledge of the employee, and
further that his name has never appeared on the payroll of
the Senate.

Mr, PEUILIP LZVY, 1625 K Street, F=, advised that
he knex the employee from 1530 to 1933 while both were
students at Columbia University Lav School, wshere they served
togethar on the Staff of the School lax Revisw, They were
associasted again in 1932 in eonnection with the election
caxpaign of Senator WAGKEL., Rr. LEVY stated that he was
Secretary to Senator RAGHZX at that time, and thal WASCERUAN
did research work in connection with the campaign, He stated
that in addition the employee did work for the Semator when
the Semator wgs chalirman of the Democratic Couvention of the
State “onstitutional Coumittes., Mr, LIVY concluded by
atating that hiz association with Mr. WASSEZUAX since coming
to Vashington, L.Cep, has not been very close, and that hs has
no knowled;e of any orpanizations of which WASOERMAN is er
has been a member,

At the Office of JE5° FISHER, Real Rstate Commamy,
1420 K Ctreet, K., it was determined that this firm took over
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mensgement of the apartment bulliing loceted st 122[ K Street,
ki ir 1%40. T“hey have ro recor:sg relatins to tenante prior

to thet tirze, and have no knovleige of the fire menaging

the builsing in 1638,

4t the office of BROZILC end COLBR RT, real estate
company, 1931 E ttreet, T, it was ceterczined that spartment
$12 at 707 20th Street, k%, wee formerly occupied by Er.
THEOLAS WPIGET, who s presenrtly a ternant in apartment :2
at the sare aidresgg, XKr. &.ICE7 gtatol thet the er-loTee
roored with him for a fev months seversl years aro, eri that
his sctivities wiile at hiz spartment were gatisfactory.
¥r. ¥ICGET was unable to recall the names of any cf the
other boys who roomei here at the same tlme, anc ecould
furnier. 2o inforrmation pertaining to the loyalty of WASSIRIAY,

At the Lental Office of Buckinghar Community, 213
F¥orth Glebe rhosd, Arlington, Virginle, 1t was cetermined
tuet KEr. WACSFRELAK came to the gcommunity on October 1, 1936,
ocecupyinc an apartment at 305 horth ihomas Street with his
mother, fether sn: sister, .Lie wpartrent wus takem over
in the nsxe of the emplojyee's fsther, AB~AEA¥, on January 1,
1541. bo eoxmplaints have been received econcerning any
activities at this sddress.

Ers, J. SILLIAE EAGET, 305 Korth Thomas Street,
stated thet she has lived st thie sddress for only two years,
anl kmowz JACOB BASS EMAK only through seeing Lim when he
cozes to vielt his parents who oceupy the apartment across
from Ler. She could furnish no infcrmstion pertalning to
the loyalty of the employes,

Mrs, BRIAK BTLL, 305 Korth Thomas Street, sdvised
that she lias reslcec at this addrese for seversl years, and
that she could furnish no informstion pertaining to the
loyalty of the em:loyee.

Krs. EILLREX S, CASE, 309 Rorth Thomas Street,
has been at this sicress sirce 19,2, She stat-d thet she
krowg kr, RASS*hkalN to see him, but that she knows rothing
congerrirg his ectivities and nothinz pertaining to his
loyaltiye

At the office of iArlin-ton Village ipartmante,
2508 Columbis Pike, Arlin-ton, Virginia, it wee determined



WFO 101-1291

thet Mr. BASS REAL has been renting spertxsnt 550 &t 1500
South Barton Strect since Januery 1, 15L1. ko complaints
have been regeived concerning hls actlvities,

¥r. JO. K. Mo#¥ILLIAXS, apartment 600, 1500 South
Barton Street, has known kr. KASCTILAY for four yeers,
imrine this time they have had very limited goclal relationahip
&n: have encarel in no discussions of nationel sndé inter=
nrationsl effairs, Yr. Ee7ILLILKS stete? thst he has never
ha7d ococcasion to guestion the activily or the loyeliy of the
exployee to thils sountry.

Er. EOXUK. BARCLAY, apartmant 597, 1500 South
Earton Street, has been acqueintel with Kr, WASS'REAE for
approxirately one snd one-half years, ~urinrs this time they
have hed no social contact. Kr., BALCLAY gtated thzt the
emplovee iz home pearly every evening, and that wlen he does
£0 ovt ke 1s ususlly accomranled by his wife an child,
¥r. BANCLAY stated thet he has never hacd occasion to guestion
the activities or the loyelty of ¥r, WASCSTRMEAN,

Er. J. J. WEITF, apartnent GG, 1500 South Barton
Street, advised thet L2 has been a2t this addresc only ten
days, and that from what he has seen of the employee he
sppears to be a very nice person; however, he waz unsble to
furnish any information pertaining to the loyalty of ¥r
BASS RuAl o =

Dogtor EOCS PAKR:OKS, Arlington Animsl fogpital,
262l; Coluxbis Plke, advised ‘that he formerly resiied in
spartment 595, 1500 South Barton Stireet, for approximstely
five years, ani that durins thie time he vigited on frequent
ocoasions with the employee. Ee stated that he has never
hac occaslon to Question the loyslty of WASEFRMAY to this

country, and has never haZ an occasion to regard hir as
anything but a gool citizen.

The reecords of the Identificstion “'ivision, Ketro-
politar Folice Lepartwert, the Lpeclal Investigetions Squad
of the Fetropelitar Police vepartrant, an the Creiit DBurean
of kashington, -.C., reflect no inforration pertalnins to
the loyalty of thies employee.

“he records of the otomaec Creiit Buresu end the
Arlinston County, Virginia, Police -epartment, raflect no
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The files of the hashiinrton flell COffice reflect
that the erploree wae the gubjfect of & Estch 4Let investipa-

tion in 15Ll, and on September 15, 1GLl, furnishei the
following simed gtatexant:

*Hashington, T.C.
September 15, 1GL1

"Statemert made by JACOZ H. WALS RMAY In the
presence of C. L, W2 K& ané B. P. CHUISEZ, Epeclal agents,
¥YBl, end KALY L. 000, Stenozrapher, F2I1,

"Questions by kr. WE'KS:

Qe 10 you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and
nothir~ but the truth, so help you Gol, in eonnsection
with thies inquiry into your gtatus as & government
exployee’

Ae I do.

Qe ¥ill you state your full name?

k., Ey naxve is JACOB KATEAE WASSTRMAK,

Qs ¥1ll you tell us where you are employed and how long

A, I ar sr attorney in the lsnds LUivision of the Jepartrent
of Justiee since Octoder 21, 1934,

Qe kKEr. WASS'FEAL, are you a member, or have you been s
member of &n orzerizstiorn now known as the Aperiesn
Feoplee Kobilization which was formerly known as the
American Feace koblilization?

A, PFever,

Ge You have never been & member?

A, kever,
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.-
-

Ao
Gs

A,

i,

Q.

keve you ever stteniel meetings or wmode sry contribution
tc &n or-arirstion of either of those pnamee”

KEevere

Fsve You ever regeived litersture indicstins to vou you
were on the mailing list of suchk an organizatior”

I can't grewer thet guestion ver or noce I recsll thst
hen thles orgesniczaticn in ite earller phase wes very
active thet 1 recelved its litersture, requests for
cor:tributiong, ete., but &8 good ceal of t.ie wae sleced
in un?er the spertment .oor. 4 thuink some of it cure
throuch the mell but 4 Lave ro reccllection ae to how
it wes aiireseed anc csn't sey whether it wae a stencl],
which would show whether 1 wee on the reilin~ list,

hen as 1 unieratand it, you have no way of knowinc
whether yownsme woulZl be on & mellin: list, or sny
other type of list maintsinel by this orsanizetion.

Ko,

In this conrectlion, have you ever Deer & member of, or
ecntributed to thec Corxunist :tarty or anr affilisted
or~srizetion or the vermar krmerloan Bundi, or snr sroup
that hee in ites proram the acvocecy of the overthrow
of the Americsn iorm of vovernment,

ko."

(Signed) JACOS E. WASSTRYAF

Hitnesses:

timed) C. ¥, W °XS,

Speclal srents

Federal Buresu of investigstion
CTeaSa ~vepartnant of Justice
Waghinrton, L.C,
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Confidetial Informants I-4, 7-5 and T-( were contacted
for information pertaining to employec and theay advised they had
no inforzation rezarding employes.

The emploree's pame wWas checked against the records of
the Identification Division of the Federal mureau of Investigation
and no criminal record was found,
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Solicitor at the interior Lepartment he would heve contact
with the employee epproximetely once & week, and that when
he later was Assistant Secretary of the Interior their con=-
tact was approximately once & month. Mr. GARDNER stated
that he had no soclal contact with the employee, and has

no knowledge of any organization cf which he rizht be a
member. Le continued by stating thet the emplovee is the
type of person he would expect to jJjoin the Netional Lawyers
Guild ani the American League for reace snd Jemocracy.

Ee geve as his reason for saeying this, the fect thet the
employee is apparently libersl and got cut of school cduring
8 depression end war perioda. Kkr. GAHDNXER does not believe
the liberalism of the employee borders on Communism, and
qualified nis statement by saying thaet WASSERNAN belleves
in progress and changes through constitutional meens.

Mr. FELIX S. COEEN, Attorney, 162l bye Street,
¥W, advised that he was accuainted with Mr. WASSERLAN st
the Department of Justice and elso at the ~vepartment of the
Interior. He stated that his association with the emploree
was almost entirely offlciel, and that he has no knowledge
of any orgenizations of which WASSERXNAN has been or is s
member, and further that he has no reason to question the
loyalty of the employee to this country.

WASHINGTO & T-7 A PELIABLE CoNFrOENTIAL IN FoRmanT

R odbabd o—dnformentsontedinhs CEfbeec advised that
as of 1942 the name of FELIX S. COHEN was included on the
active indices of the United American-Spanish 4id Committee.

The House Committee on Un-American Activities
in its report of March 29, 15LL, cited the UKITED A¥TRICAN
SPANISH AID COMMITTEE as 2 Communist front.

Washington T-L, an Informent of established re-
liability who 1s acqualnted with end who has assoclated
with many known end edmitted Cormunists, stated that the
UNIT=ZD ANERICAN SPANISH AID COMMITTEE in Washington, D.C.,
wes organized by the Communist Party and completely controlled
by it. Washington -l declined to furnish a =i¢ned statement
or to testify before a Loyalty Board.

Washington T-5, & former member of the Communist
Party who hes furnished rellable information and who aessisted
in forming numerous front orgenizations for the Communist
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Party, stated thet the UNITED AN_-RICAN SPANISE AID CONZ:ITTEE
in Washinston, ~.C,, was orgenized and controlled by the
Communist Party end that it wes &n lmportant trensmission
belt of the Communist Ferty. Tnis +informant is unwilling to
appear before a Loyalty Board or to give a signed statement.

Washington T-6, & member of the Communist Perty
who over & long period of time has furnished relisble in-
formatlon, stated that the URITED ALK -RICAN SPANISH ATD
COMMITTEE in Weshington, D.C., was completely controlled by
the Communist Party but thet the organization had no active
membership and many of its members had no actlve association
with the orgenization. Washington 1-6 does not wish to
testify before a Loyelty Board or furnish & signed statement.

The records of the Hous ommittee on Un-American
Activities reflect that FELIX 373 COHEN has served on various
committees of the Nationel Lawyers Guild including the
Lewyer's Committee on American Helations with Spain. 1In
connection with his membershlp on this committee, COHEN
signed an appeal to 1lift the Spanlsh embar%o, which appeal
appeared in the issue of the "Daily Worker" of February 17,
1959. The "Daily Worker" 1s &n East coest Communist daily
newspaper,

Mr. ARNOLD LEVY, Room 829, Washington Bullding,
15th and New York Avenues, Nw, advised that he end the
employee are very close personal frlends. He stated that
they were formerly assoclated at the Vepartment of the In-
terior, and thet he believes the Americanism of Kr. WASSERKAN
is beyond any question. He sald that they have discussed
ell types of controverslsl issues, ani that there was never
any occaslon for concern to this country. Nr. LEVY has
visited in the home of kr. WASSERWAN on numerous occasions,
and has never observed any literature or publications of &
questionable nature.

Mr. J. EDWARD WILLIAMS, First Assistant, Lands
Division, Depertment of Justice, advised that WASSERNAN worked
on research work regerding land acquisition and later on an
appellate work in the same division. Mr. WILLIANMS presented
e form letter from the flle of WASSERNMAN which wes deted in
January of 19%S, and on which letter Kr. WASSERIAN lists
merbership in the Netionel Lawyers Guild.
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Mr. JOEN F. COTTER, Assistant Chief, Appellate
Section, Lends Division, knew the emrlovee from February,
1¢L0 to Uctober, 1S41, while the employee was in his section.
BEe advised that WASSERNAN was associated with the hational
Lewyers Gulld &nd used to go throuzh the O0ffice leaving in-
vitations on the desks for the other emgzloyees to ettend
luncheons for the Leawyers Guild. FKr. COTTER &tated that
at one time WASSHKAN end some other members of the division
wrote some articles in wnich they inaicated their association

with the Department of Justice and which he did not feel was
proper on their part. He stated that the employee made

no expressions concerning his political feelings, end that
he could furnish no information perteining to the loyalty
of WASSERLAN.

Mr. L2LAND YOST, Triel Attorney, Lands Division,
hes known WASShnKAL since uovnmber, 1959 and stated that
they worked together in the Research Dlvision untll WASSERNMAN
left the Justice Department. Mr. YOST knows nothing con-
cerning the activities of the employee prior to his coming
to the Department of Justice, and has no knowledge of
membership by the employee in any organizetion. MNr. YOST
advised that he has no reason to question the loyalty of kr.
WASSERIAN.

Niss WILMA MARTIN, Attorney, Appellate Section,
Lands Division, has known Mr. WASSERKAN since he came to
the Justice Department. She steted that she has visited
soclelly in his home on & few occasions, and that he never
mentioned membership iIn any orzanization or tried to influence
her to join any organization. She concluded by stating
thet she had never observed eny activity on his part waich
would cause her to guestion his loyalty.

Mr. PAILIP NICHOLS, JR., Office of the Chief
Counsel, Buresu of Federal Supoly, advised that hewss acquairued
with hr. WASSERMAN whille employed at the Justice Department.
He stated that he sees him on occesion at the present time,
but that he hes had no soclal contact with him., MNr. NICHOLS o
advised that the employee was a member of the National N
Lawyers Guild as was he, and that sometime arouni 1939 or z
15L0 the employee made the statement to him thet he thou§B; et
the Nationel Lewyers Gulld was betwme 3
winmsmambers, and that he was opposed to their activity. He
stated that kr. WASSERLAN wanted the Netional Lawyers Guilad

?
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to be progressive but met se-Sip _TSTtwe—eds, ['r, NICHOLS
steted that he ald not question the loyalty of kr. WASSIRIAN
to this country.

MNr. PEILIP MARCUS, Triel Attorney, Antitrust Division,
edvised that he wes acquainted with the employee for epprox-
imetely two years during which time they worked together
and visited socielly. FEe sald that he has seen the employee-
on only two or three occasions since he ieft the Cepartment.
¥r. KARCUS advised thaet the employee never discussed any
orgaenizetions ir his presence, and that he has no reason
to suspect the loyalty of the employee.

Mr. ROGER P. WARQUIS, Chief, Appellate Section,
Lends Division; ¥r. ROBERT E. MULHOMNEY, Chief, Lands Division;
Kr. GUS VANECH, Assistant Attorney General in charge of
Lands, advised that they could furnish no iInformetlon pertinent
to the loyalty of JACOB N. WASSERMAN.

At the Office of Senator ROBERT F. WAGNER, Senate
Office Builéing, Washington, D.C., Kiss MINA RUPPIRT advised
that she has been associated with the Senator for twenty
years, and that she has no knowledge of the employee, and
further that his name has never appeared on the payroll of
the Senate.

Mr. PHILIP LEVY, 1625 K Street, NW, advised that
he knew the employee from 1930 to 1933 while both were
students at Columbie University Law School, where they served
together on the Staff of the School Law Review. They were
associsted agein in 1938 in connection with the election
campaign of Senator WAGNER. Mr. LEVY steted thet he wes
Secretary to Senator WAGNER &t thaet time, and that WASSERNAN
did reseerch work in connection with the campalgn. He stated
thet 1n additlion the employee did work for the Senator when
the Senator was chalrman of the Democraetic Convention of the
State Constitutionel Committee. MNMr. LEVY concluded by
steting that his associatlon with Mr. WASSERKAN since coming
to Washington, D.C., has not been very close, and that he has
no knowledge of any orgenizetions of which WASSERKAY is or
hes been & menxber.

At the Office of JESS FISEER, Real Estate Company,
1420 K Street, Ni, 1t was determined that this firm took over





