
The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com


v9.1 

AGENCY: FBI 
RECORDNUMBER : 124-90143-10211 

RECORD SERJES : HQ 

AGENCY FJL E NUMBER: 100-370750-49 

ORJGINA TOR: FBI 
FROM: LA 

TO: HQ 

TITLE: 

DATE: 11 /20/1944 
PAGES: 11 

SUBJECTS: 

JFK Assassination System 
Identification Form 

Agency Information 

Document Information 

JOl-IN HOWARD LAWSON 

DOCUMENT TYPE: PAPER, TEXTUAL DOCUMENT 
CLASS IFICATION: Unclassified 

RESTRICTIONS : 4 
CURRE T STATUS : Redact 

DATE OF LAST REVIEW: 10/09/ 1998 

OP ENING CRITERIA : fNDEFJN!TE 

COMMENTS : RPT 

Date: 4/ L0/201 



· -~-·--·--

·-·.~· . 

.. ~-

.,-
., 

· . ..:.,.:..· 

0 

F ILE NC. 100-21193 

\'}¥~8~~~~~-~~~~~~-.-'-:-+·----'-.,--· . . :· . . . ·--~~---··· ·----·- ·- ·· ----·-·· -- .. j ~ --- ·---·· - I 
· cHA"r•,&.~~ Of'" c ..... Se- 1 

' ' 
-SEC1.1RlTY .. C ! 

; 



r·.~ .. \-- -~ 
t· - . . . 

I ... 
-r )., 

\q, 

~ 

.\ 

I• 
I 

~ ~ 
t 

:\ 

LA 100-21198 
fONF~ENTIA[ 

other forces might center their attack on him, undoubtedly referring to 
the anti-Communis.t forces in the Guild. LAWSON also feared he might have 
to withdraw as a candidate for the Executive Board on the same ground, al- . 
though he indicated that he was anxious to be · a member of the Board • . This 
same Guild Bulletin reflects that LAw~ON is also a member of the Concilia
tion Committee of the Screen Writers Guild.·(~)L~ 

MOTION PICTURE WORK~ 
The motion picture "COUNTER-ATTACK" which LAWSON scripted, is 

ncrw in production, and has been for approximately one month. According to 
SOURCE A, LAWSON is still busy on this picture, and on its completion will 
take approximately _ a ten week vacation. @t'XUJ . / . _ . 

SOURCE A advised that~ ~ecently,, LE~BINSON, who originally pro-
duced 11 COUNTER-ATTACK11 as a legl.t:unate dre.ma, asked LAWSON to script the 
play "FREEDOM ROAD", written by HOWARD FOST. SABINSON stat.ed tha"t both he, 
SABINSON, and FOST, were anxious for LAWSON to do this worko L~~ON told SABINSON, 
accordin6 to SOURCE A, that he could not do it, because he was under contract to 
Columbia Studios, althou~h he would like to do so, because he believed that this 

was FOS~' s be? work.~ JC!AJ _ · . _ . 
It 1s to be further noted that the wr1ters of the drama entitled 

"COUNTER-Af' f 11
, which was produced in New York some time ago, were .J~T 

and P~JJ.._:~;e~\-1'J:.VENS~Q}J, both of whom are now reported by- CONFI DENTIAL sot'i'Rc'E"""~""""""' 
to be me rs of the Northwest Section, Los Angeles County. Communist Pol,i ti
cal Association, " having been recently transferred to this section from New 
York~ . . 

·-------/- A mail. cover is baing ple.ce~ on s~bje ct . 

··. CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE F advised Special Agent ERWIN P. HAIR. that 
subject's bank account in the California Bank has not been active r ecently. 
The last deposit was $500.00 in May, 1944, and the balance the re now is 
$1700 .OOo . Subject Is bank a ccount at the Ba!il,c of ' .A:ffierica, Hollywood Main 
Office, continues active, v~ith regular weekl y deposits of $850.95· The only 
pertinent check noted was one dated Septamber 27, 1944, for $500.00 to REX 
INGRAM, Negro .actor, who , according to SOURCE E, is a member of Club F , · _ 
Northwest11~tion. This check was cashed by INGRAM. ·It is interesting to 
note tha~ONF.:S~IAL NATIONAL D~FENSEl.,~~~~.~.:..,.?896 advised, on 
Oc:tob~r 5, 1944, that at :the last Board meehng of the Council for Civic Unity, 
REX~I"NGRAM donated $500.00. Thi& meeting was held prior t .o October 5, 191.J4. 
Th{IGouncil f or Civic Unity was r.eportedly instig_ated by the Hollywood Democratic 
Cornmi ttee. 
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The Confidential Nati onal Defense informants :~bo~e ; lis.ted' have. b~en given 
temporary symbols to furthe r protect their iderttities. 
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