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the first man contacted by Mr. Haheu, worked through a 

Cuban exile leader. &~d he offered -- and he said that he 

could do some~~ing of this nature provided he got some funds 

and the assistance. A11d he \vas supported in this regard. 

And I think again we have some doubt~ as to the accuracy of 

his reporting. 

I I 

Mr. Schwarz. In November 1961 did Hr. Bissell in~dstr.uct I 
take charge of the gambling syndicate 1 a William Harvey to 

. I 

operation desiqned to kill Fidel Castro? - \ 

I 
Page 3 of Mr. Greer's! 

report, which is at the beginning of your report. 

Mr. Colby. I believe so, yes. 

Yes. That is what our evidence says, the summary 

sais, "of the evidence available". A.'1d this is the evidence 

available in 1963. And there have been some minor changes in 

some of the details of this summary,very minor changes. 

But the essence of this report is still roughly accurate, I 

believe. 

Hr. Sch\.;arz . Hr. Harvey -- was Hr .. Harvey the man that 

had hired an agent in order to kill Lrnumba? 

Mr. Colby. Hr. Harvey was the head of Staff D, Staff D 

of the Operations directorate 
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1 and in the process, you obviously work up 

2 some people who are able to do this kind of work, which is 

3 quite different from the normal life style of most of us. 

4 Mr. Harvey had been a very venturesome officer in the 

5 past. He was responsible for the Berlin tunnel .. And he \'las 

6 sent down. to take this job. And he assumed as part of it the 

7 capability of -- he was given by Mr. Bissel this chore of 

8 carrying on this particular operation as well. 

9 Mr. Schw~rz. Had he been the person who had, in 

10 connection \vi th the abortive effort to kill Hr. Lmurnba, 

1 1 hired an agent for that purpose? 

12 Mr. Colby. I have forgotten whether hehired him. He t(tJ 

13 hired a foreigner. lmd this foreigner's job 

~ 14 

15 

16 . And there are some very obscure 

17 references that an additional assignment was to look into the 

18 
possible assassination of !-lr. Lmumba. The evidence is 

19 that he went down to what is no'l.v Kinshasa, Elizabethville in 

20 
1960, stayed there a few weeks, and left in October, I 

21 
believe. And then Nr. Lmurnba was killed thereafter in a totally 

22 
separate set of circumstances in which we had nothing ~c do. 

23 
There is some indication that a CIA officer who was asked 

24 
to have something to do with this particular job said he did 

25 
not want to do it. 

T 

mt 50955 Docld:32203192 Page 5 



... 

0 
0 
0 
IQ ..; 
<t 

"' N' 
0 

"' "' .. 
~ .. 
c: 
0 

& 

.J 
::1 
< 
II. 

all 
Q 
a:· 
< 
== 

.., 
0 
0 
0 

"' u 
ci 

" 0 
;;. 
c: 

~ 

i 
Ll.i 
vi 

1 was not advised of the assassination activities. Quite lik~ly 

2 ·I cannot say that for sure, but I know the compartmentatio~ 

3 system was such. 

4 Chairman Church. ~·mat •;.~as the name of the CIA agent \•lho 

5 was given the responsibility for liaiso::1. betwaen the CLs and 

6 the tvarren Commission? 

7 Hr. Colby. To my knov1ledge it is Hr. Raymond Rocca. 

8 Chairman Church. ~·mere is it now? 

9 Hr. Colby. He retired at the end of December of last yea . 

10 He remained working for us for a few months. I think he is 

11 retired. I think he is retired. I believe he is still in 

12 the Washington area. 

13 
Mr. Knoche. Yes, he is still working with us. 

14 
~-1r. Colby. Still 'I(JOrking with us to help on the transi-

15 
tion of the whole counter intelligence program. 

16 
Chairman Church. Why did he retire? 

17 
Mr. Colby. That was the Angleton case, Mr. Chairman, and 

"' 
18 

the facts of that case were that I had had some professional 

19 
diffetenc~s in~th~ organization with Mr. Angleton as to the 

20 
way the counterintelligence business was run 

21 
I believed that it required a 

22 
higher degree of coordination of the other elements of the 

23 
Directorate and of the Agency. Ws had debated this on various 

24 
occasions in· the past. I did reorganize that staff in 1973 a-n 

25 
took a numbsr of functions m·;ay from it. The liaison \·lith <.::h~ 
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FBi for instance, and a couple of other thir.gs. 

Also, I believed that there was a undue 

mentation of that staff, that it n~eded more 

degree of co~partl 

interchange with 1 

I 
our other divisions. We debated this and discussed it and I 

set as my time limit for this discussion the end of DeceBhsr 

I because there were some very substantial retirement benefits 
I 

Ths::-" 

1

1 

came 

that people would loose if they stayed after that point. 

unfortunately the Seymour Hirsh article of December 22nd 
I 

to our attention before it was actually published, and so I 
I 

brought Mr. Angleton up and said that I was going to make two 

basic decisions. 

· 1 d t._· I - --I was go1.ng to put some sucessor ea ersu:Lp 

into the Head of the Counterintelligence Staff. I said I waul 

offer him a post of tying together some counterintelligence 

doctrine, he could stay working with us. He did not ~Evs to 
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Chinese 

and the. 

Communists subseque:r"tly bla:r.-:;d th::; C~inss:: :·7at±cnc.list.2.
1 

us for sabotagtng the aircraft. The aircraft e~ploye2 l 
! 

had fled to Taiwan. ~e had nothing to do with that incident 

and frankly heard about it after it occurrsd. · 

In the fall of 1956, a senior Chinese Nationalist --. . ! or r:::..c:..ali 

informed an officer of CIA that a Chinese National pianned to I 
assassinate Chou En Lai during his visit to Cambodia in 

November '56 and had been thwarted by the Cambodian arrest. 
I 

of 1 

I 

the Chinese Nationalist cfficar sent to Phnom Penh to S '"1Pc ,-. .,1· ~ cl 
... -·<;;;.J. \ "'·I 

the attempt. We learned of this after it had happened and we 

had nothing to do with it. 

I 

I 
l 

These are two that were separate. 
j_Jt 

Also I was asked to look at the photographs of Howard Hun~ 

and Sturgis that appeared in N~wsweek some years ago. We 

obtained this photograph from the FBI~st night about 5 otclock. 

We had not had it before. We had a copy of the Newsweek 

edition. 

These are photographs of Howard Hunt in 1949, 1950 and 

1961. This is the only photograph ws have of Mr. Sturgis. 

It is taken out of the Newsweek. 

t:avs 

'-
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individuals in it. 

Sanator Schweikar. Diu you get the other photograph, the 

supposed Oswald photograph leaving the Embassy? 

Mr. Colby. I don't have that with me. It is in the 

Harren Commission publishsd report. It is in there. 

Senator Schweiker. It is in there? 

Hr. Colby. Yes. It '\<las cropped slig:r:tly in order to 

conceal where it was taken but it was 

Senator Schweiker. It is in the Harren Cornmission? 

Hr. Colby. Yes, it is in the ltJarren Commission. 

Just one additional matter. 

Chairman Church. Just one.thing I woulc like to say to 

you, Mr. Colby, before I forget it. 

Mr. Colby. Right. 

Chairman Church. And I think yo~ should prepare' to 

discuss it with us and we will have further questions to ask 

you in connection with it . 

I just wanted to give you notice. 

Mr. Colby. Right. In our lexicon it doesn't count as a 

covert action but that is all right, no problem, I will cover 

I 
I ~ J.. 

II 
.1. ~. 

I! 
i! 
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th;.'ll. 

Hr. Harvay was given th::: re:spor:sibili "'=Y of this by l·'lr. 

Bissel and originally it continu~d as a separate action frorn 

th::: Castro operation, but Hr. Harvey \vas also give:n that 

rasponsibili~y, and for all inte~ts and purposas they became 

\vedd:::d. 

~·1r. Helms was the:: person \vl1o formally approved Zl{ Rifle 

as a project. ZR Rifle had a dual pur?ose that has not b~~n 

clarified by our inquiry. It apparan~ly was in fact used for 

th~ stated ~urposes, as far as organizational activiti~s went 

along, and Mr. Halms, whan h~ 

approved the project, authorized accou~ting on csrtificaticn, 

which meant that rather than the usual vouch2rs supporti~g 

~xp~nditures, that th~ officer involved would simply certify 

that the money had been spent and this would be accented. 

!t had a proj ee-l:. a'Tlount of so!Tle dollars, ~7308 - SlO, 00·') --

so8s of it to include the salary of an agent, some to i~clude 

Op ~ra~:.lr:r ~xp~-ls-s 
. - .-- t-..1.._ ::. - - -J. e • 

So :v!r. H.elms' r~ai1~ app:ara::.ce in the approT..ral of ZR ~ifl3 

do;s r:ot. ::J.:c,;:ssc.rily equate with .J:.h;;:. 

fc.milic::r >·lith th~ Castro operation. 

.01.:'. Sch'<.v:s .. rz. Because of th~ dual purpos2 of Rifle, Rifl~ 

mac.ns both, rifle files a~d used rifles? 

Hr. :Sr:;:c>::ir-xidge. It may rn~a~ eith~r or ba~h. 

Culby. It i.s 
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1 Mr. Schwarz. November 1961? 

2 Mr. Breckinridge. I t..'1ink that is probabJ.y correct. It 

3 was in the fall of 1961 that Mr. Harvey was given this assig~~en 

4 by Mr. Ei.:..sel. I think Mr. Biss~::.. left in 1962. I arr. n·Yi.: su:::::-e 

5 of the dates, So Mr. Bissel would have known at that time. 

6 But I am not sure after that. 

7 Chairman Chu;r-ch. Helms succeeded Mr. Bisse.l as chief 

8 of operations? 

9 Mr. Colby. Deputy Director of Plans. 

10 Chairman Church. Deputy Director for Plans. 

11 Your record shows that Helms had knowledge of the ZR Rifle 

12 operation,. which, among other thi~gs, was to develop an executiv~ 

13 capability whatever that means. Presumably that means a 

14 capability to conduct an assassination if and when authorized 

15 by proper authority? 

16 Mr. Breckinridge. That is my understanding. 

17 Chairman Church. Is that your understanding? 

18 Mr. Breckinridge. Yes, sir. 

19 Chairman Church. Do your records shm¥ that, or is that 

20 based upon what has been revealed through your interrogation? 

21 Mr. Breckinridge. First, let me go back and clarify, then 

22 I I will answer this question, if I may. 

23 Mr. Helms approved ZR Rifle, 

0 .... 
"' 25 My understar!.ding, from my inter:viev.rs, is that ZE Rifle had 

II 
II 
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Chairman Church. Senato:L."" Hart. 

Senator Hart of Colorado. r1r. Colby, 

90 

in connection with 

I 

I 

I 
! 

ZR Rifle, I think you testified or your associate said this •,vas ! 
1(~Ji 

a multi-purpose operation nd the I 
i 

development of the capability of what euphemistically is call8d I 
executive action. 

In your professional judgment, and with your history of 

your background in the Agency, does it make any sense to you 

a major operation, a major intelligence gathering operation 

rr.ounted under the direction of a man 

l 
I 
I 
i 

t
, .I nac 

I 

\(d 

12 about 'tvhom all I know is that Hr. Harvey has a background of 

M 
0 
0 
0 

"' u 
c:i 
i 
0 
;;; 
c 

~ .. 
~ 

ui 
ui 

13 something like a soldier of fortune, and f~~ded at the level, 

14 I should say, of $7500 ~o $10,000? 

15 Does it not suggest to you tha was in 

16 fact an internal cover for what was explicitly an assassination 

17 operation with unlimited, non-voucher financial capability? 

18 Mr. Colby. No, not that it is purely a cover. 

19 In the first place, Hr. Harvey had a very successful tour 

20 
in Berlin where he ran the Berlin tunnel operation, which was 

21 
one of our major successful intelligence operations. 

22 

23 

Mr. Harvey was a very colorful figure who had his lifestyle,! 

which is different than some others, but he had been very I 
24 

Effective a:: th.:, t, ·1 ~' ~_/ 

25 

~'.~, ff~~~ r-~~ (~ :r:» .~~)HI! f::"'\ ~:.~ !":';ll 

L~ ~!·:·:~t ~e· ~?~ i~ ~i~ ~'.£ ~~; ~ 

NW 50955 Docld:32203792 Page 12 



smn 

0 
0 
0 

"' q. 
<I' . ., 
N' 
0 
<"' .. .. 
~ .. 
c 
0 
.c 
0. 

,.., 
c 
0 
0 

"' u 
j 

.., ... T 91 

1 He was in the assignment of Chief of the FI Divisi6n staff. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
I 
l 

8 Now, the thing that puts it together with this 
I 

"caoabili tv".! 
J... "" l1 

! 

9 executive action, is the high degree of compartrnentation of 

10 this materia~, that kind of a project. 

11 

12 
I 

13 &-&>) l 
14 Therefore, there is a system of very sharp compart:7tentatio:1 of 

15 the work of that particular group. 

1 ,.. 
~0 

·You also are dealing \vi th some very ven-:.uresome people 

I 

i 

l 
I 

17 ·j_~~ 
18 

So, given you have a man ~:<lho had some good ter.:.hr:ical 

20 experience, who is a venturesome tyP'2 himself and is runni:1g a 

I 
I 
l 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

~ 21 prograr:1 t.'lhich is not too far off the requirements of higt: 
2' 

22 cornpart~entation, and a very hig~ r~~K1 ·,~ind n~ u~oPr~~ic.n. 
.J,......, ... -...... ....... - .... - ...... - ~- ...... ~ anc:. 

23 therefore, for !ir. Bissel to have· selected Harvey to carry out 

project seems to me that it is compa i: ible 
. I 

! • 
24 d thJ..s 

i 
25 ii 

p 
,! 
'I 
il 
11 
II 
ii 
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as well as this other activity. 

92 
I 

I 
I 

Now, in the lifestyle at the time, not mentioning the seconal 
i 

one, this gets back into the recordkeeping that we have been 

discussing. It was not to be put on the record although to be 

done. That is a perfectly proper hypothesis, it seems to me, 

I 
as only a cover I think is 

~I 
but to say that 

'probably an unwarranted conclusion. 

Senator Hart of Colorado. li-ihat about the level of fur.ding 

,of $7,500 to $10,000? 

Mr. Colby. That is not very much money for that kind of 

an operation. 

Senator Hart of Colorado. Precisely. I think it is too 

little. 

Mr. Colby. No. For a capability of that nature, it is 

largely a staff operation. In other words, you use your own 

staff officers. You may hire an agent or something, but I don•t 
I 
!think you can draw much conclusion from the actual number on 

~~the figure one way or the other . 

II 
i' 

This might not have been the only such project. ·You knc\.,r, 

!! 
ian assassination project \.-lou1d cost you more money than 'b'1at, 
I 

I 
!too • 

I 
I 

Senator Hart of Colorado • Absolutely. 

II . ~-!r. Colby. 

li 
I find it hard to say tha·t that is the only 

ljamount of money involved. I ti.1ink you g2t into a situation 
!I 
II . 
jiWhere additional money \.vould be put into either of those kinds 
d 
II ,, 
II 

I 
I 
I 

! 
I 
I 
I 
! 
I 
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Chairman Church. Before you do, would you just sxplain 

;;;xactly >·7ha t the: re:la tior~ship betw:::-::r. CIA and Giancana ar.d 

~·1ah>::u \•las b::.causc; that is not clear in my mind. 

Hou.ld· you davalop for th::: CoiTIT'lit-t:::e: that Hhol:: relat:Lonshi'C"f 

I I1r. Breckinridge:. Robert r1aheu used to work for tb: 1 

I 
FBI and he r:::signsd from the FBI a~d opened a private investiga~ 

tive firm here in tkshington CIA USed hi::r1 from tim-:: 

time for c~rtai~ kinds of support ac~iviti~s. 

Chairma:'1. Church. ki~d of support activitiss? 

Hr. Breckinridga. On o~:.e occasion he obtain::::d a 

to _,_ 

I 
I 
I 

1-Cvl 
I 

companion 

Chair:::1an Church. of support'? 

Mr. Br~ckinridge. In the early days -- and this bscom::s 

As r.early as I can reconstruct, the: psopl~ 

who kn=w him d~cided to put him Of fie.::~ 

of S:::curity, which ciid for so 

successful he said he no lonqer r stc..ir;.sr, 

didn't. do much to ear.:.::. 

results of some of ths information that hs obtained fran that 

he may have had SOme. involv::::n::n-'::: .. in C!.!i.Other a~111 

COU::1try. T dor_:t companionship whe~ ha was 
. ~ - ~ 

1:hl.S 

havs th~ datails. I ~.h . ., ---"~ l ., - :r· ·--··c':-..... -,--:-:·:-_,...,."c.:.. _ _ 1 ~- £c~J·.!""._ .: ... ..,lrl._;{ ~·.;·7! CC.~. l!L G0:::.D..l..~1 - - -·-.:.::::- - ---

you. 

I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
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T 108 

Mr. Schwarz. I -v10uld like to pick up on the discussion 

we had. 

Chairman Church. Nr. Schwarz has five minutes more, :md 

we will .::;..nclude, and I v1ould li:-:::'-: to ask the Committee ·~o stay 

on for ten more minutes for an executive session. 

Mr. Sch'<;./a.rz. In the discussion we had on the use of 

criminal elements, we have dealt with the Castro operation. 

In the middle of the bookrupplied to us by Mr Brackin-idge 

about the. Lum:~a· ~ . I earlier this week, there is a discussion 

operation, and the Agent Q. J. Win. 

Now, is it a fact that Q. J. Win was the agent, or asset, 

however you would refer to hi~, who apparently was consieered 

for the effort to assassinate Lumui!'ba, "~llhich never took place; 

.is that right? 

Hr. Colby. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Schwarz. Now, is it accurate that Q. J. Win operated 

Mr. Colby. This is what is reported, and it is quite 

possible. 

Hr. Breckinridge. ':i.'he record indicates that. 

Mr. Schwarz. A.'1d .l.S it .. further so that one of the CIA 

officers who first met Q. 

Mr. Colby. Yes, that is what it says . 

I 
I 
I 
I 
i 

I 
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