This document is made available through the declassification efforts
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of:

The@BIaCioVatlt

The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world. The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages
released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com


http://www.theblackvault.com

1571001110024
JFK Assassination System Date: 7/30/201

Identification Form

Agency Information

AGENCY: SSCIA
RECORD NUMBER:  157-10011-10024

RECORD SERIES: TRANSCRIPT

AGENCY FILE NUMBER :

Document Information

ORIGINATOR :  SSCIA
FROM: COLBY, WILLIAME.
T0:

TITLE:  SSCI TRANSCRIPT, TESTIMONY OF DC1 WILLIAM COLBY

DATE:  05/21/1975

PAGES: 113
SUBJECTS :
: CASTRO
SSCI TRANSCRIPT, TESTIMONY OF DCI WILLIAM COLBY
OPERATION MONGOOSE
CUBA

DOCUMENT TYPE: PAPER, TEXTUAL DOCUMENT -
CLASSIFICATION :  Unclassified :
RESTRICTIONS :  Consulted; 1B; Donor Restricted
CURRENT STATUS:  Redact
DATE OF LASTREVIEW :  05/04/1994

OPENING CRITERIA :

COMMENTS : SSCI Box 239, Folder 14

vo ] 1
HW 50955 DUEId:SEEUS?BE Page 1



/$7 - 1001/
/00X Y




=" rOnyT | Unauth L:ﬂ’ a closure Subjec: ?
in‘ 8 Sé‘ JJ ;} i,? Vol L ;oac;i;ira‘e S?nitlzis = o é
F U OLuiiL, | - |

." Chr lllmtrch&/f{;ﬂm Senate /R \ \Cz

INJENTUQ’ED

- 4 of 5 e
CIA HAS NO OBJECTION TO — Na\,fé\l'l N
DECLASSIFICATION AND/OR - /Qiz/-————"‘
RELEASE OF THIS DOCUMENT, ) ®
AS SANITIZED A Report of Proceedings P
g A el iy . Caider
’ _— e BC

Hearing held before
celect Cormittce to Study CGovernmental Operations

with Respact to Intelligence Activities

oy e Ly
— Record Number 157-10011-10024 _

o ' COMMITTEE HEARING

SSCI Box 239, Folder 14

Wednesday, May 21, 1975

Washington, D. C.

; (Stenotype Tape and Waste turned over
to the Committee for destruction)

WARD & PAUL

410 FIRST STREET, S. E.
' WASHINGTON, D. C. 20003

ooy
Py
ey

e (202) 544-6000 '?" % ?




Phone (Area 202) 544-6000

WARD & PAUL

410 Flrst Straet, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003

HW 50235

10
11
12
13

14

154

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

1LJ7 Dawiial 20

the first man contacted by Mr. Maheu, worked through a
Cuban exile leader. And he offeredv—— and»he said tha£ he
could do something of this naﬁure provided he got some funds
and the assistance. Ahd he was supported in.this regard.
Ana I thinkiggain we have some doubts as to the accuracy of
his reportin%._

Mr. Sckwarz. | In November 1961 did Mr. Bissell iéé;t:uct
a William Harvey to take charge of the gambling syndicate
operation deSiéngd to kill Fidel Castro? Page 3 of Mr. Greer's
report, which is at the beginning of your réport.

Mr. Colby. i believe so, yes. |

Yes. That is what our'evidence says, the sﬁmmary

- sais, "of the evidence available"., And this is fhe evidence

available in 1963. And there»have been some minor-changes in
some of the details of this summary;very minor changes.
Buﬁ the essence of this report is still roughly accurate, I
believe.

Mr. Schwarz. Mr. Harvey =-- was Mr. Harvey the man that

had hired an agsnt in order to kill Lmumba?

Mr. Colby. Mr. Harvey was the head of Staff D, Staff

eSS ib legtomicorunT
S gus = g B i sy 5

of the Operations directorate
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some people who are able to do this kind of work, which is

guite different from the normal life style of most of us.

Mr. Harvey had been a very venturesome officer in the
past. He was responsible for the‘Berlin tunnel. And he was
sent down to take this‘job. .And he assumed as part of it the
capability of -- he was given by Mr. Bissel this chore of
carffing on this particular operation as well.

Mr. Schwdrz. Had he been the pefson who had, in
connection with the abortive effort to kill Mr. Lmumba,
hired an agent for that purpose?

Mr. Colby. I have forgotten whether h;hired him. He tCE)

hired a foreigner. And this foreigner's Jjob -l

references that an additional assignment was to look into the

poséiblé assassination of Mr. Lmumba. The evidence is
that he went down to what 1s now Kihshasa, Elizabethville in
1960, stayed there a’few weeks, and left in Qctober, I

believe. And then Mr. memba was killea thereafter in a ﬁotally
‘separate set of circumstances in which we had nothing tc do.
There is some indicaticn that a CIA officer who was asked

to ha?e something to do wiﬁh this particular job said he did

'not want to do it.

TOP SECRET
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‘was not advised of the assaési.atlon ctivitiss., Quite likzaly
-1 cannot say that for sure, but I know the compartmentation
system was such.

Chairman Church. What was the name of the CIA agent who
Was given.the responsibility for liaison betwzen the CIZ and
the Warreﬁ Commission?

Mr.>éolby. To my knowl dge it is Mr. Raymond Rocca

Chairman Church. Where is it now?

Mr. Colby. He retirad at the end of D=zcembzr of last vean
He femained working for us for a few months. ‘I think he is
retiféd. I think he is retired. I believe he is still in
the Washington area.

Mr. Knoche. Yes, . he is still workin§ with us.

Mr. Colby. Still working with us to kaelp on the transi-
tioﬁ of the’whole counter intelligénée program.

Chairman Church. Why did he retire?

Mr. Colby. That was the Angleton cass, Mr. Chairmar, and

the facts of that éase were thét I had had some professional

dlffsrenc;s in_theé organization with Mr. Angleton as to the

Diractorate and of the Agency. We had debated this on various
occasions in the past. I did reorganizes that staff in 1973 and

took a numbzr of functions away from it. The liaison with th2

TOP ‘Sfifigh
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our other divisions. We debated this and discusssd it anéd I
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FBi for instances, and a couplsz of othar things.
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Also, I believed that thers was a undue degree of compart-

W

mentation of that staff, that it nzeded more interchangs with

o

set as my time limit for this discussion thz end of Dscembar

-

because there were some very substantial retirement benefits

£
nt T

that people(would loose if they stayed afﬁsr that poin

unfortunately ths Seymour‘Hirsh articls of Décembsr 22nd cams

i

to our attention before it was actually published, and so

brought Mr. Angleton up and said that I was going to maks two

basic decisions.k

5nd I was going to put some sucessor lesadership

into the Head of the Counterinteslligence Staff. I said I would

offer him a post of tying together soms counterintelligsncsa

doctrinz, he could stav working with us., He did not he

T Y et alis ) i
TOP SECRE

HW 50955 DocId:32203792 Page '7



Phone {(Area 202) 544-6000

5
WARD & PAUL

410 First Streat, S.E’., Washington, D.C, 20003

-HW 50953

Ut

10

11

12

15

16

17

18

19

@)
o
[N
o]
W
wn
[
e
g
|
-
3
[.J.
n
t
[6)]
6]
jo
ey
92}
1]
e}
=
D
3
-1-
waf
S
o
g..J
W
=
t)
jol}
d.
o
]
@]
ey
© s
a1
D
6]
[
2
st}
23]
2]
3
}_J
H.
1]
i
Iy

had fled to Taziwan. We had nothing to do with that incidsnt

and frenkly heard about it aftzsr it occurred.

I.l.

In the fall of 1956, a senior Chiness Hatiornalist official

informed an officer of CIA that a Chinese National plannsd tc

assassinate Chou En Lai during his visit to Cambodia in

November '56 and had been thwarted by the Cambodian arrest of
the Chinese Nationalist cfficer sent to FPhnom Penh to superviss
the attempt. We learned of this after it had happened and ws

had nofhing to do with it.

T
E@@@@ﬁm

e

e

These are two that ware separats.

2lsc I was asked to look at the photographs of Howard Hunt
and Sturgis that appeared in Newsweek some years ago. We
obtained this photograph from the ¥BI last night about 5 o'cleck
We had not.had'it before. We had a copy of'tha Newswsek
edition. N

Theszs are photographs of Howard Hunt in 1949, 1950 and
1¢61. This is the only photograph we have of Mr. Sturgis.
It is taken out of the Newsweek.

We nave had nc connzction with Mr. Sturgis and sc wz hkave

Pocid: 32203792 Page 8
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Cindividuals in it.
Senator Schweikar, Did you get the other photograph, ﬁhe
supvosad Oswald puotqgraph leaving th2 Embassy?
Mr. Colby. I don't havs that with ma. It is in the
~Warren Commission published report. It is in thare.
Senator Schweiker. It is in there?
Mr. Colby. Yes. It was cropped slightly in order to
éonceal whérevit was taken but it was -- |
Senator Schweiker. It is in the Warren Commission?
Mr., Colby; Yz2s8, it is in the Warren Commission.
Just one additional matter.
Chairman Church. Just one_thing I would liké to say to

vou, Mr. Colby, before I forgast it.

) ~ Ay

S TETOTe Oaeei15d

Mr. Colby. Right.

Chaifman Church. And I think yoh should preparett§
discuss it with us and we will have further questions to ask.
you in connsction with it.

I just wanted to cive you notice.

Mr. Colby. Right. In our lexicon it doesn't count as a
covart action but that is 211 right, no problem, I wil; covar

3 A
RO
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the Castro operation, but Mr, Harvey was also givan that
responsibility, and for all intents and purposaes thay bacema

weddsd.

b

Mr. Hslms was %he psrson who formally approvad ZR Rifle
as a project. 2ZR Riflz had a dual purposz +that has not bezn
1Ely was in fact ussd for

ational activi tl,h.dént

Mr. Helms,.when hz

T

approvad *ths= project, authorizsd accounting on csr+ifi
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which mpant tha+ rathesr *than th= usual vouchzars supporting
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expanditurss, that th: officar involved would simply caertify

A

that +hs monay had basn spent and this would bz accentad.

16 Xt had a projzct amount of szome deollars, $7300 - $10,007 ~--

some 0f it +t0o includs the salary of an agzant, soms +0 includs

18 opsarating =Xps AS&S.
a 19 So Mr, Hslme' main spp=zarancs in the approval of ZR Rifl
S
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Mr. Schwari. November 19612

Mﬁ. Breckinridge.‘ I +hink that is probablyv correct. It.
was in the fall of 1961 that Mr. Harvey was given'this.aséignment
by Mr. Bissel. I think Mr. Bissal left in 1962; I am not sure
of the aates, " 80 Mr. Bissel would"have known at ﬁhat time.
But I am not sure after that.

Chairman Church. Helms succéeded Mr. Bissel as chief
of operations?

Mr. Colby. .Deputy Director of Plans.

Chaifman Church. Deputy Director_for Plans.

Your record shows that Helms had knowledge of the 2R Rifle

éapability‘~- whatever that'means.‘.P;esumably‘that_means 3
capability to conduct an aésassinatibn if and when authorized
by proper authority?

'Mr.’Breckinridge. That is my understanding.'

éhairmah Church. Is thaﬁ your understanding?

Mr. Breckinridge. Yes, sir.

Chairman Church. Do your recordé show that, or is that

based upon what has been revealed through your interrogation?.

Mr. Breckinridge. First, l2t me go back and clarify, then

My understanding, from my interviews, is that 7R Rifle had

4

le:!Id: 32203792 Page 11



Bmn 1

Thomas t. 7

Phone (Area 202) 544-6000

WARD & PAUL

HW 50955

410 First Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003

10 A' .-h,.'k.

11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18
19

20

21

teffective

TN @BRAmaT 90
TOP SECHET 4,

Chairman Church. Senator Hart.
Senator Hart of Colorado. Mr. Colby, in connection with

ZR Rifle, I think you testified or your associate said this was

1e)

uing stesiing codas; HLRCE

a rulti-purpose operation i

development of the capability of what euphemistically is called

‘executive action.

In your professional judgmént, and with your history of
your background in the Agency, does it make any sense to you that

a major operation, a major intelligence gathering operationgzgv

about whom all I know is that Mr. Harvey has a backcround of

something like a soldier of fortune, and fundedé at the level,

I should say, of $7500 to $10,0002

Does it not suggest to you thatgseelMbingficoded was in

féct an internal cover for what was explicitly an assassination
operation with unlimited, non-voucher financial capability?

Mr. Colby. No, not that it is'pqrely a cover.

In the first place, Mr. Harvey héd a very‘successful tour
in Berlin where he ran theiBeriin tunnel Qperation, which was
one of.our major‘sucéessful intelligence operations.

Mr. Harvey was a very colorful figure whc had his 1ifestyie,

which is different than some others, but he had been Ver

PocId: 32203792 Page 12
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He was in the assignment of Chief of the FI Division staff.

i

Now, the thing that puts it together with this "capability".

executive action, is the high degree of compartmentation of

Therefore, there is a system of very sharp compartmentation of

the work of that particular group.

So, given ycu have a man who had some gcod teshnical

|
i
!
!
|
i
:

experience, who is a venturesome type himself and is running a

program which is not too far off the requirements of high

compartmentation, and a very high risk kKind cof opexatl

}

O
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therefore, for Mr. Bissel to have selected
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as well as this other activity.

Now, in the liféstYle'at the time, not mentioning the second
one, thisvgets‘back'iﬁto the recordkeeping that we have been
discussing. 'It was not tc be put on the record although to be
done. That is a perfectly_proper hypothésis, it seems to me,
EREE
probably an unwarranted conclusion.

NP

code

I,

éﬁ@égggﬁgwas onlv a cover I think is ﬁL*
. ‘ J;

but to say that

Senator Hart of.Colorado. Whatvébout the level of funding
of $§7,500 to $10,000?

Mr. Colby. . That is not very much moneyvy for that kind of
an opération; : | : -

Senator Hart of Colorado. Précisely. I think it is too

little.

Mr. Colby. ©No. For a capébility of that nature, it is

largely a staff operation. In other words, you use your own

staff officers. You may hire an agent or something, but I don't
think you can draw much conclusion from the actual number on

the figure one way or the other.

This might not have been the.only such projecﬁ. “You kncw,
an assassination projsct would cost you more money than taat,
too.

Senator Hart of Colorado. Absolutely.

Mr. Colby. I find it hard to say that that is the only
amount of money invelved. i tnink you g2t intc a situation

where additional money would be put into either of those kinds

DooXd:32203792 Page 14
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Maheu was bscause that is not clear in my mind.
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Mr. Schwarz. I would like to‘pick up on the discussion
we had.

Chairman Church. Mr. Schwérz.has five minﬁtes more, and
we will cunclude, and I would likc to ask the Commiﬁtee L0 sﬁéy
cn for tén more minutes for an executive session.

Mr. Schwarz. In the discussion we had on the use of
criminal elements, we have dgalt with the Castro operation.

In the middle of the book supplied to us by Mr. Breckinridge
earlier this week,‘ﬁhere is a discussion about the Lumumba
operation, and the Agent Q. J. Win.

Now, is it a fact that Q.'J. Win was the agenﬁ, or asset,
however you would refer to.him) whg apéarently waS'considered
for the effort to assassinéte Lumumba, which never tock place;
is that right?

Mr. Colby. Yes, sir.

Mr. Schwarz. Mow, is it accurate that Q. J. Win operatad

possible,
Mr, BPreckinridge. The record indicates that.

Mr. Schwarz. And is it further so that one of the CIa

ReCiD OvErsoas ¢
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Mr. Colby. Yes,
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