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EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Thursday, July 10, '19n 

United States Senate, 

Select Committoo to Study Governmental 

Operations with Reepect to 

~OV$rnmantal Activities, 

Washington, 0. C. 

Th• Committee met, pursuant to notice, at 5:02 o'clock 

p.m. in Room S-128, The Capitol, the flonorablo Frank Church 

(Chairman of the Committee) presiding • 

Present• Senators Church (pruidinq), llart of Hichiqan, 

Mondale, fluddleston, Hart of Colorado, Tower, naker and 

Schweiker. 

Also prosantr William Hiller, Staff Director, Frederick 

A. o. Schwarz, Jr., Chief Counsalr Curtis R. Smothers, Minority! 

Counsell Charles Kirbow, Charles Lombard, Michael .T. Madiqan, I 

David Aaron, Joe Dennin, Elizabeth Culbreth anrl Patrick Shea, 

Professional Staff Members. 
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P R 0 C E E D I N 0 S -----------
'l'ha Chail'11l4n. "'• will come back into order. 
.. 
Mr. Goodwin, would you pla&aa take the oath? 

Do you awear that all the testimony you ora about to qivc:t 

in thh procaadinq will ba the truth, the whole truth, and 

nothl.nq but the truth, 80 help you God? 

Mr. Goodwin. I do. 

'l'ha Chairman. I am qiven to understand that there has 

baan some problem in connection' with your appearance hera today I 
and that there are soma notes that. you hav" that you feol you I 
need for purpoa11a of your testimony which you have not brou~ht I 
with you. Ia that tha eaaa? 

Mr. Goodwin. Yea, I think they miqht be helptul. ThttV I 
have been in atorage for several years an~ r just had no acc~sn/ 

to them. I have to 90 qat them aut of the storage. They wero 

notes -- my files and everythinq have been in storage for 

several years. I've had no acceoa to them. And they consist 

ot tho files that I brouqht from the White flouse with me. 

Thtt Chairman. Have you b•en interviewed by members of tht! I 

staff and shown cartain documents that thu staff believe~ will 

bo pottinent to your taatimony? 

Mr. noodwin. I have been shown documents connecter! Hith 

tho Dominican Republic and the asoaS9inatlon of Trujillo todct\'· i 
Tha Chairman. And do you believe that you ora pr.oparod I 

today to givo us tastimony relatinq to Mr. Trujillo or do you I 
I 
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thoaa notal baforo 

you give any testimony? 

I'll:', Goodwin. Wall, I'm ot courn fully prepared to teoti ;/ 
I 

to tha beat of my raco1laction to any matter, an~ I think 

probably in the oaaa of tha Dominican Republic, the document• 

have baen adequate. I think thara'a a qood chance that qoln~ 

through tha files may very well 'edd 1omethinq to my 

of Cuba and Castro. 

I 

recollactio'l 

I 

: 
Tha Chairman. Wall I will have thi• •uqqaation to maka. 

Wa will take your teetimony on the Trujillo matter to~ay, onrl 

then how lon<J wUl it take you to qet your fUea and rov!.,,. 

th.,. and eom4 back fully Dropared to 9ive ue your t .. timonv o" 

the other iaauea? 

Mr. Goodwin. lfoll, it will taka a day or two. it is 

poaaible I will not be able to 9et aeeasa to them until Monrlay 

mornin9. It's kind of like trying to 9et· to Pocatello 

and find them in a wardhouaa, because I'm up in Rumford, Maine. 

Dut I am sure that it would not taka mora than a day or two, 

The Chairman. So that if the Committee were to qive you 

that opportunity, would you then qet those fil~s, review the~. 

and rupond to the request by tha Commi ttu that you ar>pea r t !\ ., 

first of noxt week to testify? 

Mr. Goodwin. If that is your wish, certainly. 

Th• Chairman. We are most anxious to complete the record 

and your testimony is necessary, and it would certainly 
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The Chili man,' AU right, 
,,. 

With that undaratandlnq then, Mr. Schwarz, are you 

praparad to proceed with the quastioninq on Trujillo? 

7 & chance to qat toqathar, I thouqht we wera qoinq to have • 

8 chance to do that on TUesday, and I have not had a chance to 

speak to you but % do know •oma or the material, and parhaps 

10 we can work on the matarial, 

ll !lefor,. w• do so, could you state your full nama and y0'" 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2?. 

23 

24 

25 

TOP SECRET 



t"l 

~ 
-~:: 

ec:; 
• c::• 

c: 
c:: 
oC 

"" 
-I 
~ 
<i 
i 

l 
• w • 
l 

• f • 0 
; 

2 Hr. r~odwin, Richard M, Goodwin, 1535 32nd Street, N,W,, 

3 Maahinqton, D.C. 

Hr. Schwarz. And aa a ma~ter of eouraa, we tall all of 

6 our witnaaaaa what they no deuht know, that they have their 

6 r1qht to counsel, and you know that, and if you want to atop 

7 to obtain counaal, you know that you can do that? 

8 Mr. r~odwin, I already have too many lawyara, 

Mr. Schwarz. And you know what your oonatitutional 

10 righta ara? 

11 Hr. Goodwin. Hopefully. 

12 Mr. Schwarz. now, what: connection did you have with the 

13 Dominican Rapublio in the winter and spring of 1961? 

14 Mr. Goodwin. I came into the White House aa Aaaiatant 

1!> Special Counael to the President, havinq work8d on Latin 

16 American affaire policy 1tatamant:a in the preeeedinq campaiqn. 

17 

18 

I bdcame involved in Latin America. And from that period until I 

I left to go to the State Department, I was involved on a I 
19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

daily basis with President: Kennedy and hia acU~iUes'in Lat!r. 

Amarica which included what: was ho.ppaninq in the Dominican 

Republic in tarma that I drafted eonUnqency plans, I prapa rec! 

cables that want to Hr. Dearborn focueoinq on the areaa that 

I 
I 

you are interested in •. and I was with him every day on eomethi;,•; 

eonnactbd with Latin America • 

Mr. Schwarz. lfithout your turning to the documentary 
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1 material, ""'ulc! you recount for the Committee your underatanrll n· 

2 of what the United States qovernmant: policy toward the Doml n 1 c 

Republic was in the winter anll aprinq of • 61 and what acHor..o: 

4 vera taken to implement that policy. 

Mr. Goollwin. lieU, that policy waa a continuation of th .. 

6 policy established by Presillant Eisenhower when he, in 

? accordance with the vote of the OAS, voted to sever c!ecide•l 

8 to aever diplomatic ·and commercial relations with the Dominic"", 

9 Republic a nil the al.tcation .W!\I.bh you know aroae wte preoipita to:<~ 

10 by the attempted assassination of President Betancourt by th" 

11 Praaident of the Dominican Republic. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

lB 

19 

2·) li 

l'<l 

221 
23 

24 

So that from that point on when "" came in, the heUnq 

waa, first of all, of course that Trujillo wao even more 

at odds with the philoaophy of the Alliance for Proqreoo th.,, 

had bean and beyonll that; havinq cut off 111plomati~·and oth•r 

relations, that Trujillo'•· time:ih·office waa probablY. 

numberall. The principal support of the reqime in that llaca~a 

which waa often in great domestic difficulty had been the 

concept of Am or!. can support, it strenqthened Trujillo aga Inc'. 

hio ·opposition. 

At that point our policy became one ot tryln<J to antic i "·' · 

ot loaot, the fall of Trujillo. Of course the Castro thln<J 

wao very much In evurybody' o mind ancl tho principal concern r· · 

tha Proold•nt, the one thing he di<ln't want was tor Trujillo 

to 90 and a Communist lealler to coma in. · So I think thd pollc.,· : 
i 
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1 waa to keep up our economic and diplomatic pressure to hope 

2 

4 

that when Trujillo want, however ha went, whether violently or 

I 
I 

in I 

peacafully or died a natural death that the succession voul~ 

ba a moderate, democratic group friendly to the interests of 

tha United States in the Caribbean and therefore try to keep 

touch with and help out an~ keep communications open with 

? the potential successor groups, and it was vary hard to 

8 pinpoint. 

Hr. Schwer•• What steps did you take durinq the period 

10 of time you vera involved, or prior thereto, if you know 

ll about it, in order to aseist one or more of the dissident 

12 groupo? 

13 Mr. Goodwin. Well, we did all sorts -- svsrythinq from 

14 policy atatem•nta, the· use ·of US II\, ·.the uh of· economic 

pressure, to maintain our network of contacts vith exile 15 

16 groups ~rincipally'in New York and elsewhere. 1\ certain numbor 

l? of limited covert operations, some transfer of arms. Dearborn 

18 of course was one o~ th~ principals, his principal instruction 

19 was to try to keep all channels of communication open, he was 

20 zealous in this because he disliked Trujillo intensely himself 

21 and f~lt that ho ouqht to be allie~ with these other qrouPs. 

22 1\nd I read throuqh the sort of overall plannin9 papers, anrt l 

23 think they fairly reflect that range of opera~ions. 

24 
None of them weru terribly effective • 

25 
Hr. Schwarz. In connection with the transfer of ermo, 
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I 1 I what, to your undarotand1nq, was the time at which 

I 
author i za t 1 or:/ 

2 waa provided to transfer arma? 

I 
Mr. ~~edwin. Januar~ 12, 1960, under Preai~ent F.i•enhower.: 

Mr. Schwarz, lind that was at a m~&tinq of the SpiOCial 4 

& Group? 

6 

'1 

Mr. Gcodwin. Well, II don't know because they didn't let 

me in that vaok, but there vas an NSC action mernoran~um of 
I I 

oome kind which just set forth the authorization. I don't 8 i 
really 

! 

I 
know the procedure. 

10 Mr. Schwarz. arms paased? 

ll 

!"h~n wore the 

I don' tl know. I became aware of the trAns f 1: r .. 

12 of arma. Tho transf•r I think you're thinking of is the 

13 tran•hr of a couple of carbinua and • JR phtols. lifter thd 

14 tranafcsr had been made,: ,t tha mel!laage of communication that 

l& came to us from the Dominican Republic along with the r~uest 

16 for tho transfer of machine quns which were to be used in an 

l7 effort to kill Trutlillo, the smaller guna were to be <;ivan as 

18 Daarborn told me later in conversation after the assassination 

19 because these people felt their own lives were in danqer, 

20 OISpoOcially if th"y embarked on anythinq ·u risky as tryir.<~ to 

~~ kill Trujillo, Ahd they wante~ some self-defense weapons, and 

2~ thay wore given to them for ael!-def•n•" ann then they mane • 

2~ roqudat that thsy wanted weapons to try an assassination, they 

24 wanted • machinu gun. 

2~> ASS4&sinat1ng Trujillo, of course, a lot of pttoplct had 
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1 triad and moot or ,them, they were all dead. It wao a vary 

2 risky business. It'• not the kind ot thinq they would want to 

try with a .38. 

4 And t think aloo, I mean nobody, I think -- aa I say, we 

b had no particular anticipation that this or any other qroup 

6 would ba succeeeful in something that nobody had been able to 

7 do for thirty yaare, but et any rata, thooa were the backstops. 

8 Mr. Sch~tarz. Did you know how the arms were pauad into 

the Dominican Rapublic, aa oppoaad to paooed to the dissidents? 

lO Mr. Gooriwin. No, I only know what Dearborn later told me 

11 in conversation. I only hava this fifteen year old memory 

1~ on my part that ha qave them to them in the consulate. r may 

1 :•, have known at one time how he qot th't9m. There were a lot of 

14 guns in tha Dominican Republic. 

Mr. Schwarz. Did you 1b 
11---------, 

16 11-----------' 
17 Mr. Goodwin. I did not know that, hut I wouldn't be 

surprised, weapons of that sizd. 

1~ Mr. Schwarz. Now again, when were the arms passed, as 

tar as you know? 

:~ J I 
Mr. Coodwln@ Woll I don't know. I rlon 1 t hAVe the exact 

2% the message is in here. I think it was aftdr Pre•iddnt 

Kennedy took office . 

My knowledge of it was on the basin of the· m•ssaqa 

The Chairman. Ja there someone that can help Mr. r.oodwin 
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l with the documents? 

2 Hr. Schwara. Let'• mark that aa Goodwin Exhibit No, 1, 

.!> A docwnant condatinq -- date<'! MAy ll, 1 q~l and headed 

4 Subject, CIA Covert Activit!••• Dominican Republic, statinq: · 

b "Attached is the spacial briefing paper of CIA covert activit!. 

6 directed aqainat the Dominican Republic which i• requaoted by 

7 Mr. Richard Goodwin at the White House,• and attAching a 

6 several pa~e document with that haadinq and that date. 

Mr. Goodwin. This ie the paper that they sent me and 

10 that'• whtore, r 9uaoo, I found out about it. 

ll (The document referred 

12 to was marke~ Goodwin 

l3 Exhibit No. l for 

14 identification.) 

16 

17 

lB 

i I~ 
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1 Mr. Schwarz.. Now that. indicates, don it. not, that the 

2 vaapona were paeaed sometime after late January, you can tell 

that? 

4 Mr. Goodwin. Yeah. 

~lr, Schwarz. All riqht. 

6 You can tell that by lookinq at. the headinq 2 which 

7 indicates when tha request for the pasaaqe of the erma waa 

Mr. Goodwin. Yea, it. aaya in late January. Of course 

10 they weren't authorized until the 12th. 

ll Mr. Schwarz~ Dut they ware passed, in any event, after 

12 the Kennady Administration took office. 

:1r. Goodwin. Yes. 

Mr. Schwarz. Now you told President Johnson, Vice 

l~ President Johnson.-- we will mark thia Goodwin Exhibit 2, 

16 a meli>Orandum which, Senat.ore, ia at Tab 11, the book which is 

marked book 2 of 2 and dated June 1, 1961, 

lB (The document referred to 

19 was marked Goodwin 

20 Exhibit ~o. 2 for 

identification.) 
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Hr. Schwara, Would you read into the record, Hr. Goodwin, 

this is a memorandum for the files dated June 1, 1961, oubject 

Report of Point Raioed at maetinq with Vice President. 

4 Would you read into the record the second paragraph? 

5 Mr. Goodwin. "ht one point durinq the meetinq, the Vice 

6 Pr.oident asked about the three carbines which the Agency had 

7 turned over to the dissiden~o, specifically asked about the 

6 date of delivery. Hr. Goodwin made a statement to the effect 

that thh was done under the previous Administration, Le., 

10 prior to .Tanuary 20, 1961, pursuant to a decision of the 

ll Spacial Group,• 

12 Can you tell me if thio hio memo I'm reading? I'd like 

1 ., .. to know. 

14 Mr. Schwarz. Well, there ara soma initials at the bottom 

lb of the paqe, do they help you decide whose memo it is? 

16 Mr. Dennin. I believe we ware told by Secretary of Stat~ 

17 
Ruok that it's Under Secretary of State Johnoon. That's what 

18 the U stands for. 

19 
Mr. Schwarz. Did you make that staternant, Hr. Goodwin'? 

20 
Mr. Goodwin. l don't remember maklnq it. It is an 

in4ccurate statement, and there was a clear recor~ th4t it 

would be inaccuratu in documdnt• that I had already seen. 

2
., .. I thouqht that I wouldn't hav~ made it. I had no purpose in 

24 
making it. lin<! this io --

2!> 
The ChairmaD. 1-lhat is the inaccuracy of this? 
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1 Mr. Goodwin. The delivery'of the arms was not made prior 

2 'to January 20th. The authorisation, Senator, vaa prior to 

s January 20th. 

4 Senator Sehweil<er. Nas when, agAin? lfas what date? 

Kr. <":oodwin. The ant.horhat.ion was ths 1'th of .Tanuary. 

Sonator Schwaiker. What yoar? 

7 Mr. Goodwin. 1961. 

8 Senator Schweil<er, And delivery wa~ when? 

14r. Schwarz. Sometime subsequent. to Jalluary 20th. 

10 Mr. <":oodwin. lfall, now that I look at thim, all it sayo 

11 waa late January. 

12 

14 

16 

17 

ltl 

II 
19 II 

2u il 
::!; li 

I 
2~ I 

231 
2·· 

25 

The Chairman. Thia is June l•t, thio io dot~! June lot, 

and you are reported to have said, •At one point durinq the 

meetin~ the Vice President. asked about the three carbines 

which the Agency ha~ turned over to t.he dissidents and 

specifically asked about. the date of delivery. Mr. Goodwin 

made the statement to the effect. that this was ~one under 

tho previous Administration, i.e., prior to January 20th, 

1961, pursuant to a decision of the Special Group." 

Jlctually the delivery took place after January 20th 19!.1. 

Hr~ \.oodwin. Well that was my first impression on re~t.cHnq 

that, but I notice that all it says was late January, Senator, 

eo l suppose the 20th or the 19th in somebody'a mind could bu 

late January. I mean, I don't rually rambrnber • 

Mr. Schwarz. Bu~ Mr. Goodwin, you know, independent of 
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1 the document which we marked as Exhibit 1, in tact the erma 

2 ware delivered aftar January 20th. 

Mr. Goo~win. I may have known. All I -- my first 

4 knowledge was this document, the timetable that I raquaate~ 

b which simply informed me that the delivery of carbines had heon 

6 made in late January. I don't know any more than that. 

7 Mr. Schwarz. All right. 

8 Mr.· Go~win, Thio io my source of knowledge. I may havo 

9 learned more subsequent to it if Dearborn pinpointed it. 

10 Mr. Schwarz. In addition with dealinq with Dearborn, war~ 

11 you dealing with anybody from the CIA on this? 

Mr. r~odwln. Well, they wore always at the meeting•. 

Mr. Schwarz. l~ho do you remember from the CII\? 

c: 14 Mr. Goodwin. Tracy Barnes -- I can't be sure who all wao 

c: lb there. 1\t the meeting with the Vice President, I'm sure some-

• 

" 0 

i 

i • 
• 
i 
~ 

' . ! 
• 

16 body like Bissell, at least, would have been there. But T'm 

17 sure you must h4va a list. 

Hl Mr. Schwarz. !low I would like you to testify in answer to 

a aeries of questions as to wha.t you Wf:lre or were not told. 

Now, wore you told that the arms which had bt~en delivert:d 

wa.ntorl to usa them for p6rsonal dafons~, but who said more 

often that they wanted to usa them for assassination nurooses7 

24 Mr. Goodwin. I was qivon to understand and told 

2
,. 
·' 

opacifically and ·l.t' s refle.cted in the documents, that: t:h~y 

TOP SECRET 

l 

~ 
r 

' ' 



1 wanted -- in order to oarry out an assassination, they thought 

2 they needed transfer of additional weapons, of eubmaehine qune. 

;; I don't remafflber any indication that anyone thought that a 

•I carbine or a ,38 was adequate to mount an effort of that kin~ 

b against Trujillo. ~ut they, of courea, were interested in 

6 aaeaaainating Trujillo, involved ae they were in a very life 

? and death struggle, their families were beinq elaughtered --

8 Hr. Schwarz, Th~ recor~ demonetrates that the ~qency was 

9 informed in April, prior to the memorandum that want to you 

10 which we marked ae Exhibit 1, that the diesidents intende~ to 

ll undertake the aooaoalnation effort an~ to do eo within the 

H means that they eventually actually di~. hy blockad!nq the 

l ;. road and shootinq Mr. Trujillo aa he was vlaitin~ his miatrass. 

H ~nd that they inten~ed to do it whether or not they receive~ 

H the machine guns, but they would like th• machine guns, just 

16 to hdlp. 
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' Now, were you informed by the Agency or by anyone else 

that the dissiddnts intended to accomplish tho assassination 

with the small arms whether or not they qot the machines? 

Mr. Goodwin. I was in!ormed that both this an<l other 

groups inton~ed and wantod to assassinate Trujillo. We got. 

reports of assassinations about to occur almost every two or 

three weel<s in the lihite llouse, There ia a long qap between 

wantin<1 to kill Trujillo and being able to do it, and -- hut . 

at all timas, continually, up into May, there was the very 
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l inaistant raquaat for additional arms that would make the 

2 plot feasible and at th• specific request of President ~ennedy, 

4 Hr. Schwarz. I'm going to come to that. I want to know 

~ what you were informed about the intentiono of tha diaaidanto. 

6 You didn't answer my quti&tion. You sai~ you were frequently 

7 informed about aeaaesination plots all over the world, but 

8 specifically with respect to the Dominican Republic, were you 

9 or were you not informed that the Aqency had been told by the 

10 dioaidents that they intended to accomplish the aooaooination 

11 of ride! Castro-- excuse me, of Trujillo-- whether or not 

12 i thuy rocdived the machine quna? 

Hr. Goodwin. I was told that afterwards by Dearborn • 

14 wasn't told that particularly at the time, althouqh that 

wouldn't surprise me if they said that. By the Agency, you 15 

1(, 

17 

Hl 

19 

20 

f.l·l\ 

~·· 

24 

mean Dearborn, or 

Hr. Schwarz. I mean tha Central Intelliqence Agency. 

Mr. Goodwin. They communicated directly with the Agency 

in this instance? 

f1r. SchwArz. Therd wore Jlqency people in the Republic. 

Did you know there were Agency people in tho Renublic? 

Mr. Goodwin. I knew they were in and out. 

r-tr. Schwarz. tn anc! out? 

fir. GoO<lwin. They ran some guns in at one time, ao I 

remember, and they also wore anqaqad in tha collection of 
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1 intelliqence about dissident qroups. 

2 Mr. Schwarz. waa it your impression that Dearborn was 

in charqa of the DOminican Republic, or the Aqeney personnel 

4 was in .charge of the Dominican Republic? 

Hr. Goodwin. My impression at the time was that the 

6 instructions given to Dearborn ware carried out, and all 

? 

8 

inatructions from the President went to Dearborn. 

Mr. Schwarz. Apart from instructions from the President, t 
vaa it your impression that the A~ency vas in charge of the I 

10 Dominican Republic or that Dearborn was in charqe of the 

ll Dominican Republic. 

12 
Mr. r.oodvin. My impreaaion was that Oearborn was in char~~ 

of the Oominican Republic, subject to very close supervision 

from ifaahinqton. · 

The Chairman. Dearborn was the --

16 
Hr. Goodwin. l!e was the Consul. lie hall no formal 

17 
relations. 

le 
The Chairman. lie was the Consul? 

Mr. Goodwin. Right. 

Nasn't that true? 

Mr e Schwarz. The paper reeor<l makes it look quite likely 

that the Agency, at least from their point a! view, thought 

Mr. l"'ioodwin. They should have tol~ the Pre•l~ent. 

s~nt all or our m~ssages to nearborn. 
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Mr. Schwan. What was S'our unelar&tandin<J of· the 

location of the machine gune that the Cliosielante wanted? 

18 

Mr. Goodwin. I don't remember, but it's in hera somawhere 

4 in tha paper. 

b (Pauae) 

7 

8 

10 

ll 

1;"; 

1€ 

17 

15 

Hr. Schwarz. Well, let me cut throuqh the question. 

Did you know that the ma<':oi'"~ guns were sent to the 
~------~~~4~----------~='~ 

Dominican Repuhliqx::: I 
Hr. Goodwin. I know now. 

Hr. Schwarz. Did you know about it? 

Hr. Goodwin. l'lo~ · I Jtnew, when the iaaue arose in May 

that Wd had --we had brought in machine guns, but the proci•~ 

mathod by which they wore brouqht in I never asked ahout • 

The Chairman. I am havinq a little difficulty followinq. 

We began with your heinq told that it was the policy of 

the previous Mministration to encourage dioddent qroupe an<l 

do whatever possible to isolate or to undermine and bring down 

the Trujillo regime. Then, followinq the Inauguration of 

Praaident Kennedy, certain weapons are passed to these 

dissidents in the Dominican Republic for the purpose of 

assassinating -- of their usa in tho assaasinatinq Preoidont 

Trujillo • 

Now whun did you learn that. weapons hdd been in fact 

passod to dissident groups, that obviously had occurred after 

Pr.,.ldbnt Kennddy had been inauquratad. Nhen clid you first. 
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1 

2 Mr. Go~win. On the 13th of May when we requested from 

3 the lflllta llouu a briotting paper on all covert activities in 

4 the Dominican Republic, that had been conducted in the 

~ Dominican Republic. 

Mr. Schwarz. ~ow that briefing paper vae requested !rom 

7 vhom? 

8 Mr. Goodwin. Wall, it would have boen requested hy me for 

the Pruidant, 

10 Hr. Schwarz. From the CIA7 

11 Mr. Goodwin. From the CIA. 

1~ The Chairman; From the CIA, and that briefinq paper has 

13 been idantified for the record? 

14 Mr. Goodwin. That is correct. 

15 The Chairman, All right. 

16 Whun you found out that'thesa weapons had bean transferred I 
17 

18 

2?. 

24 

in January to curtain dissident groups for the purpose of 

assassinating Trujillo, what did you do7 

lias it then your understanding that this was President 

Kenn&dy's policy? 

Mr. Goodwin. No. 

The Chairman. Th•n what did you rto when you receiv~l 

that information? 

Mr. r'ioociwin • If t may go back for a moment, Senator, 

i 
I 
' 

! 

I 
and that is the briafing raper involved a very clear distinct lo~ 

i 
I TOP SECRET 



20 

l between these weepone vhioh were to be used for purposes of 

2 personal type side-arms, the self-defense attendant to any 

;; project end the desire for aeeaaainetion weapons vhieh would 

4 have conaiated of machine quns. 

b Our response to thie briefing paper was immediately to 

6 try to review our entire policy toward the Dominican Republic 

7 end prepare, which we did over the next couple of weeks, 

8 inotructions to the Consul about the nature of futura'relations 

9 vith diooidento, baeaus~ tho Preoidant felt that thing* 

10 might be qattinq out of hand, with what ,was happening in the 

11 Dominican Republic. 

1?. So wa did prepare that paper. The Pr~sident had, as I 

1:1 said, two great concerns. He didn't want anybo<ly tryinq to 

14 push Trujillo over unless he knew what wao going to happen 

15 next, because he would much rather have Tru1illo in there than 

lU a CommuniSt'. loader. And secondly, that the United States 

17 not be associated with any kind of violent overthrow. And in 

18 the tdlegram that was --

i ,I 
l~ I The Chairman. All right. 

u 
0 

{ 2" 
Now wh•n the·Prasident toln you that those were ~is 

• I 
i kl 

two concarns, what action wa.s then. takon to 1mple~ont the 

• 
• • 2~ 

President's policy? 

t' 
i 2.' 

" 
Hr. r.oodwin. Thl$ action that was then taken was to take 

• ' • . 2 ;;.~ 
and sot aside the original inst.ructions from th~ State . 

2f) 
Department and at th~ President's instruction•• I typed up th~ ,. 
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Hr. Schwaro. All right. Let me mark the one in your 

telegram which ia hare in my handwriting, which waa to qo and 

~ 2 did go, slightly revised to --

4 hand as Exhibit 3. 
5 (The document refarrad to 

-
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l Mr. Schwar•• Wall, let'• mark them, Mr. Goodwin -- you 

2 know how to do thi• as w•ll as I do. Make them 3-A, 3-D and 

~ 3-C. 

4 Mr. Goodwin. In which I personally added in the course 

b of rawritinq --

The Chairman. Can you identify in the Senatora' hooka 

7 whore theoe. documents appear? 

1:1 Mr. Schwarz. Wh~re is 3-A? 

Mr. Goodwin. Thio is 233 at the bo~~om. 

10 (Pauoe) 

11 .This xerox of my raw, personally typewrittan draft appear• 

12 on paq" 237. That'o my very bad typintl and llandwrl.tinq • 

And then pa~e 256 is the final. And the aam" paqe, 242, 

14 paqe 237 and 242. 

The Chairman. Is 242 the final version of the messaqe 

16 that went out? 

17 Mr. Goodwin. Yes. 

18 The Chairman. This is for Dearborn from State? 

19 Mr. Goodwin. That's correct. 

2u Th" Chairman. And by whom was the messages signed? 

~~l Hr. Cioodwin. Probably the Sucret.ary, 1 guess, but th~y 

2l aro both my drafts. I received a draft tram the State Depart-

mont, discusaed it with th$ President, and 

24 I never would have 

at his instruction I 
overridden thd Stato 1 

D•partment on my own, and addin<) to it two major points aside I 
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10 
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14 

15 

16 
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II 
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I 

from r.wordinq it. The firot on• is on a different matter, and 

tho second ona waa to ao.y in tha final '\(ardon, "llowevar, we 

must not run the riok of u.s. association with political 

aooaaainatlone, since the United States aa a matter of general 

policy cannot condone assassinatione. Thia last principle. is 

overriding and moat prevail in doubtful situations.• 

a much etronqer statement of that than occurs in the State 

Department draft, and it finisheo again with -- it says, 

•clearly, at the present time we are unable to transfer ar~s 

to dissidents. '·we feel that tho transfer of arms would serve 

very little purpose.• 

(The document referred to 

was marked Goodwin 

r.xhibit No. 3-S for 

identification.) 
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• 1 The Chairman. Now you saw this telegram and approved it 

2 before it was eent by Steta? 

Hr. Goodwin. I wrote it. 

The Chairman. But you aaid that th• Rtata Department 

~ changed the language. 

Hr. Goodwin. No. They had prepared an original draft 

7 which I changed and r•drafte~. Now that is hare too, includln~ 

8 a not• from them saying that I wasn't satisfied with their 

9 draft. 

·~ 10 The Chairman. So thia was your own meuaqa, then', that 
!": 

11 you believed accurately reflecteri Preai~ent Kennedy'e policy? 

~ 
.~ • • Mr . Goodwin. It was prepared at the apec:Hlc instruction 

• c 
• • • • l~ of the President. It was shown to him before transm!aalon. 

c- • 
The Chairman. It was shown to the President? 

c 

c Hr. Goodwin. Oh, yes. 

.e; 16 The Chairman. Very well • 
,... 

l7 Than, reading the first paragraph, "The President has now 

ltl approved contingency plans discussed durlnq your stay here 

i with one majot exception. You are not to re~uast a pre-
J 
0 

i 
s!gnud request for help from nom!nican dissident ryrour•." 

t l<l Mr. r.oorlwin. I can ~xplain thAt, S~nator. 

• 
• • 2% Thare was a proposal ma~e in the State n~rartment version 

j 
' 

that has been discussed that the dissident qroups, that in ccse: 

thay manaq~ct to take over th~ governm~nt and there was some • • • . ! 
• 

kind of f i9hting that they shoulcl requost help from VenuuelA, 
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Columbia, a f.w of our a11ie8 8nd th1retore we ought to prepare 

them in advance for IUch a request. The President thought that 

puttinq such a document in their hands would amount to a 

4 declaration o! war and wanted it struck, 

6 

? 

8 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

15 

16 

17 

lE 

19 

'l"l ... 
". ... 
25 

The Chairman. All right, 

Than the second paragraph, "We consider it essential that 

you continue to work" -- wall, before we qo on with the second 

paragraph, in the first paragraph you say, "The Prasi~ent ha• 

now approved contingency plana discuaaed during your stay here 

vith one major exception." 

Now, what war• thosa contingency plana that had bwen 

discuaaed? 

Mr. Goodwin. Thoy have them htre, I believe •. I think 

this is a very thick document, where you have a aeries of 

cont1nqency plans, it discusses here. *The paramount interest 

of the United States is to assure that Castro-Communist 

elooents not tak" over.• It says Trujillo h weak, and then It , 

is an analysis of the dissid~nts and their intention, the 

weAKness of tho Trujillo r~gime, and it qoes into the covert 

activitie•, which, I think probably -- is thAt your princip4l 

interest at this time? 

The Chair~n. Yes, 

Kr. Goodwin. There's an Appendix that sets forth all tho 

covert act1viti,.s. Recommon<laHon A of the Unito~<l Statu, 

not initiate th• overthrow of Trujillo, that we inform pro••.~. 
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dissidents that if they succeed en their own and form an 

acceptable government we.vill be glad to come in and help th~ 

and then the rest talks about hera~· ways of racognizinq --

Tho Chairman. Thora is nothinq in that contingency 

plan that contemplated tha aaaaeeination of Trujillo himaalf7 

Mr. Goodwin. It contemplated only the poeaibility that 

ha miqht be aooaosineted, not that we waul~ aooassinata him. 

Tho Chairman. nut if he vara'aeaaeainated, it would hav• 

presumably boen tho reault of an action by a dissident· group 

to overthrow hie regime? 

Mr. Goodwin. Yes. 

The C~airman. hll right • 

Moving to Paragraph 2 in your massage -- the Prosidont's 

mueaqa to Mr. Dearborn, "lia consider it •••enUal that you 

continue to work to strengthen pro-u.s. sentiment among dissi-

dent groups. Your work alonq this line has been invaluahla. 

Uovevttr, we must not run tha risk of u.s. association with 

I since the u.s., as a matter of general! political assassination, 
I 

policy cannot conrlona assassination, 'This last principle is ' 

ovorriding and must prevail in douhtful sH.uat!ons. • 

Now that language, it has been suggesto<l by some momhen 

of tho Committee that your concern hare had to do with avoidln<t 

any relationship that might lear! to a disclosure that the 

Unitud Stat~• had indeed an intdr&et in or was somohow involved I 
in a plot to assassinate Trujillo. Because you say, ~nowuv~r I 
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we muat not run the ria~ of u.s. aaaociation with political 

assassination, since the u.s. aa a mattar of qeneral policy 

cannot condone aaaassination. This laat principle ia over• 

ridinq and must prevail in doubtful aituations.• 

Now don't those Hor<'lo at l,.••t convey or lend th81'11eelvea 

to the interpretation that your primary concern was that the 

United States ahoul<'l not qet cauqht? 

Hr. r.oodwln. Well, I don't believe eo, Senator, becauoe 

I think, to me, the plain meaning of the words and as I 

understood it was that we must not run the risk of u.s. 

association with political assassination. That means not 

be aaaociated with the process of political aeeaaaination in 

any form. 

Senator Baker. Mr. Chairman? 

In that aame vein, if I coul~ int~rrupt for just a aoco~rl. 

is it true -- and would Counsel prompt me -- that the quns horl 

already been dispatched? 

Mr. Schwarz. Certain guns. 

'Senator Daker. I'm not talking ahout how many, Frit?.. 

Guns had been dispatched. 

H.r. Schwarz. nut this t~leqra.m retuses the passage of 

four machinu quns • 

Senator naKer. 1 1 m not cyoinq to argue with you. I nm 

juot saylnq that quns ha~ bo~n dispatched, 

Sctnator Schwoikdr. \~hat.'a the date at this tell!'lraf'l? 
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1 Senator Baker. This wae just before the aaoaaoination, 

2 two days before th- aasaalination. 

Hr. Smothers. Carbines and pist:olo had been dispatched, 

~ !'lachine quns were in the country but ha<1 not: bo"n turned over 

b to the diaaidonts. 

Sanator 8&ktir. And nov, in retrospect, ve•re not quite 

? sure or there'• no indication that tho quna were actually 

6 used in tho aeeaaaination, although they may have been in the 

back eaat. Ia tha~ about the way it atacka up? 

10 The Chairman. And the diaoidento h•~ requested m4ch1no 

11 quna. 

Senator Baker. And the witness, or another witneaa, has 

said we thought tha siqnala for asaaaaination efforts for 

l4 machine quna, when in fact it would appear that they wont •h•ad 

with the material in hand. 

16 Hr. Goodwin. I believe they had additional quno of th•ir 

17 own. You wouldn't try it with a .JR. 

lb 
Senator Tower. I think the type of guns is important, 

19 
btsC4UBu c.arbincSs or pistols woulrln' t bt~~ used in an assaasinatio1~ 

against a heavily armed --

21 
Mr. Goodwin. Trujillo tra Vdllecl wit.h bodyguudo in A 

2% h~Avily armed car • 

23 Alao, if I might add, Senator --

Th~ Chairman. .Tuot to understand what you have aaitl, 

25 
as tha author of this instruction and having conferred o.bo11t. 
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it and havin9 ahown it to Praai~ant Kann~y. are you taatifyinq 

that it waa your underatandinq that tha maaninq of that 

eantenea that that aentance wao intend~ to convey to Mr. 

4 Dearborn a prohibition aqainot involvinq the United State• 

~ in an assassination attompt on tha life of Mr. Trujillo? 

6 Hr. Goodwin. Aboolutaly. And in my !!rat draft, I did it 

7 in torms of disclosure an~ changed that, at.ruck that phrase 

8 &bout diacloaure in ordar to make the point, .and alway• at· the 

President's inotruction,to make aboolutely clear to the Consul1 

lO bacauaa I uaed•tha vary word dieoloaure, you can see here, an~ 

11 I crossed it out, in my handwritinq. 

];'! 

I 
., .. 

14 

~~ 

lC 

17 

lb 

19 

2U 

%' 

., ' ,,, 

Mr. Schwarz~ Could you read into the r•corci how you 

chanqod it? 

M.r. lroodwin. l'lell, it's not very qrarrrnatical, it 1 S 

embarrassing. Also, on tho xerox -- t can't read the han~-

writing on tho x~rox. 

•uowaver wo also must not" -- aomathinq -- •permit any 

danger of disclosing any u.s. association with political 

assassination or intervention in the nominican Rerublic,• 

it says or intdrVbntlon. All that was ntrtlck. 

Sdnator nak&r. That sounds likd exactly whnt the Chalr~dn 

anked you. It sounds lik.s it miC'lh~ be interprutet1 as, plc4"'t! 

don't qet cauqht • 

Mr. ~oo~win. Absolut~ly, which iR why t chanqert it, 

Sdnator, to road "llowttver, we must not run risks of ll.ri. 
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assoclatlon with political aoaaoaination since the u.s., ao a 

matter of general policy, cannot condone aooaaoination.• 

Senator Dakar. I've got to aay, an~ % don't mean lt te 

be critical of thio witness, but on firat reading of thla 

document, which was aomd tim• ago, it aound•d a lot to me like 

th• Mission Impossible opening when they say, it you qet cau~ht j 

the SDcretary will disavow any knowledge of thia undertakinq. 

Hr. r.oodwin. 1 wasn't familiar with th• program at thla 

9 time. 

10 Senator na.ker. ~lor was I, at that. time. 

11 I ne~d r~assuranca, anrt I think the record doaa, that the 

12 coincid•nca of that this cable, this wir•, qoing out, say two 

1~J days before the aasaasination, ' after truna in t'ac:t had been 

14 ' dispatched, although not th• guns thay r•questo~. and un~er 

H 

16 

17 

18 

l~ 

2(.' 

~1 " " 
2~ i 
2:!. 

2·: 

26 

the circumstances it might lend itself to that interpretation. 

This witness says it ~oas not. Th•ra la no avidanca to 

the contrary that I ••n aware ot', and I don't know that we nea'l 

to pursue thd issue any furthcsr. 

Mr. <ioodwin. If I ma.y, S'!tna.-.or 

Scm.ator Ual<er. And it also, as Smot.h4!rs points out, tha.t 

thard w~s another communication sayin~ destroy anythin~ you'vcs 

got, all thORd communications sxcept this cabld . 

Mr. 1\aron. That is stan<lard practica. 

practice for coVbrt oporations . 

i That is tho stand4n! 

Mr. Goodwin. My rusponse, Senator, is that th~ carhindA 
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1 and piatols ware transferred in lata January, 19&0, subsequent 

2 to an authorl•ation of January 12th, prior to Kennedy's takinq 

office. I'm not sure of the date of the transfer. I haven't 

4 soon any indication of tha date of that transfer. I do know 

5 that tho President was not aware of any transfer of quns, 

6 boeauoa he told me he was not aware of it, until we finally 

7 requeeted a review a couple of montha, a rev months lat,r, of 

6 our complete covert operation• in tho Dominican Republic, at 

which point we becamo aware that thh transfer had occurred. 

10 I otill don't know the date of that transfer. 

11 And then it was the basio of that hricfinq paper, which 

12 obviously tho Dominican Republic was not the first matter on 

Preaid~nt Kdnnedy'a aqenda when h~ came into office, on the 

bash of that briefing paper, he reviewed our policy and sent. 

15 this telegram, 

16 The Chairman. And was the purpose of the telegram to call 

17 off any furthor involvement by the United States government in 

an assassination attempt again•~ Mr. Trujillo. 

19 ~ro Goodwin. The purp~se was to make sure the United 

2U Status was not involved in any assassination. The purposb was to 

~~ 
slow down th4t kind of over-zealousness. The President wa~ 

not that.anxious to see Trujillo thrown au~ . 

Sdn4tor Towar. That rlo~sn't totally answ~r tha question. 

Mr. Goodwin. \~ell, t'm sorry. 

Th~ Chdrman. Nttll, you se~~:~, we know, from your 
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that you had boon advised in May that certain weapons had been 

transferred to certain dissident groups who at least had 

oxproaa~ an interest in aaaaoalnatin? Tru1i11o, 

Mr. Goodwin. Correct. 

The Chairman. So there was a connection, the connection 

6 baing that the American government, through the CIA, furnished 

? weapons to a group that had communicated ito interest, if not 

8 ita intention, to assassinate Trujillo. 

So then you aond this mesoage, and l'm aakinq you if tho 

10 mooaage waa meant to call this off, thiR involvement. What 

.ll .xactly was meant? You weren't sayinq recover those arms. 

Mr. r.oorlwin. No, I wasn't. No. 
i 

The Cha.i rman. Out at the same timet, you were say inq, don'~ 

transfer tho machin'tt guns, W1111re you not? 

Mr. Goodwin. That's right. I think the President-- what 

16 Wd were saying is 

' .. . . 
lh 

l~ 

2b 

The Chairman. What exactly wore you saying? 

Mr. Goodwin~ Wo were savinq that we didn't. want to do 

anything that would involve us furthor, the United States 

furth.sr, in any effort to assaasinatu Trt~jillo. 

Thu Chairman. 1 Seb. I sed. 

Mr. i.oodwin. Recauae we wdre not for assassination . 

Sonotor Oakar. Tho distinction is 

Sanator Tower. W~ll, it says h4r~ in number 3, it says, 

continue to inform dissident elements ot u.s. support of thoir 
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position. So what, aqain the interpretation that can he ~rawn 

from thia ia that we don't want to be involved, but qo ahead 

and have the other··quyo on, beeauos their pooiUon woul~ be to 
I 
I 

assassinate Trujillo, so what y011 are in effect dolnq h· sayino,~ 
: 

let's don't b4 Involved in it but let's indicate our support 

for what they are doinq. 

l!r. Goodwin. No were indleatl.n<;r our support tor what they , 

wara dolnq on the baais of th• estimate in the eontinqency 

paper that Trujillo's days were numher~ and whoever took office 

' we wanted to bd our man, that iR correct. An~ so we were qoinq I 

to support and try to retain' relations and say we would support~ 

which In not a difficult thing to do, as you know, any qrour 

that might take office and be mod.,rata and pro-tlnit~ State•. 

Th~t was all w~ ward interested in, was havinq a pro-American 

qovarnment. 

Senator Schweiker. Well, there are two other reference~ 

hcsrts, Hr. Ooodwin~ Paragraph 3, "In case of assassination or 

overthrow• -- obviously you still had a reference there, whethbr 

initiated by 4 pro-u.s. group or not, was •till put ot thb 

lllanning, and then back on paqe 3 you say, ~rn actual fact, w~ 

feel the~ trstnsfttr of arms waulrl serve very little purpose and 

expose tha United Stattts to grttat rlanqttr o! ultimo.t.e disclostu·e 

in participation in an assassination attempt," and thAt is 

scratched out, and says "assassination at.t~mpt," mea.ninq thllt 

thora was '-- to me~ -- sol"\• othar plan afoot to AS!'Iasaina.te 

TOP SECRET 
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1 ainea tha ultimata waul~ atill be diaoloaad if you qava this. 

2 So what interpretation? I mean, thla ia rift hera with 

' .. asooaoination propoaitiona, and tho fact that you have "ultimato 

4 dloclooure,• fear of ultimate diacloaure of participation, 

~ maant that certainly thara waa aomothinq already afoot, that 

6 ultimately would ba disclose~ if you went ahead with this 

? paao through. 

8 Hr. Goodwin. I think what we were aaying ia if wa did, 

9 it would ba found out ultimatdy, ~<hich maana not right away, . 

10 but latar. In the caoo of aoRaooination or overthrow, thera 

11 were many groupo, a continual flow of groups, of information, 

I?. that tharv wore various groupo plannlnq to aooaooinate 

I' 
" 1!,. ,, 

I 
14' 

Trujillo. 

Senator Schwciker. Well, If that'o what it meant, then 

Jo why did you delete it? 
I 

!" I Hr. Goodwin. l~ell, I think 
ji 

1
•1 ~l Sdnat.or Schwttiker. If tha.t was your interpretation, why 

1! 

lt 

l" 

:::•.; 

::: 

%% 

2'' 

2te 

"' '· •' 

in fact did you delete those four words, *ultimate diselofturu 

of participation?" 

Mr. r.oorlwin. Could you tull me what paqe you•re r~cdin~ 

from? 

The v~ry words that you interpret one way were in foct 

!; Jaldt~d, which shows to mu that you meant thum another way, or 

jj thay wouldn't hav~ boon <l•htoc!, and you oubotituto two wore!• 

II 
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l for it. 

2 Hr. Goodwin. lfull, I mean --

Senator Schweiker. So that you dioquise that. 

4 Mr. Goodwin. Wall, the words ware ~elet~ becauoe they 

b ware words that ware goin~ to give exactly the impreasion you 

6 era talking about:. By talking about ultimata diacloaure, "'" 

7' wore afraid of beinq found out and what we didn't want was any 

6 association with the assassination attempta, oo the reference 

g to disclosure waa struck and the words association were 

10 inoerta<'l. 

ll 
Senator Schweiker. nut you still call off -- you still 

1~ 
left tho language, in actual fact we feel the tranofer of ern• 

1~ 
would serve very little purpose and expose the 11nitacl States 

14 
to great danger of association with assassination attempts. • 

i 
1~ 

16 

1'1 

16 

19 

2U 

"'' 4" 

That still makes tho point that you want to make, but you ha~ 1 
othar lanquage, that aayB •ultimate di~closure o~ participation! 

which implies to me you ware concerned about other thinqs you 1 

wura doing and things that had already been programmed and ar. ! 

opbration that you w~r~ as much concerned about those baino --

or you wouldn't have changed th~ lanquaqe to •till ""Y th .. 

thir,q with that ono distinction ahout somethiM ela" beinq 

111foot.. 1 c1on 1t 

rdjcctc~~t! bttcausa it was inaccura.ta. Thtto prohlem was not: one 
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l ot dlocloaura, th .. problem wo.e we did not: want to be auoeiat.e<'l 

2 with aaaaaaination. That's why I struck it out, 

;; 

~ 

b 

6 

? 

8 

9 

lD 

11 

1~ 
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You changed the language, 

part of it remaine~ exactly the oame. In fact, we 

but the first 

feel the I 
transfer of arms woulrt serve very little purpose an~ expose I 

i 

the United States. So while you changed the languaqe, you ha~ 

the samu condition thare that you were not qoinq to supply thos~ 
I , 

arms. 

Mr. Goodwin. l'le we ran' t, that' a correct. tfe war• not --

Sdnator Schw~iker. nut why w~re you not concerned about 

th~ other·language, because-- I 
I 

Mr. t";oodwin. Oocausa the implication of the other lan!"TIIlll'le. 

I 

! 
' i 

was that, weall, we waro worriet1 aho\lt beinq founf! out, who:~n tn 

fact what th~ policy was was that we dit1 not want to be 

involved. So I struck thd implication. 

Mr. Smothdrs. Mr. t";oodwin, why was the communication of 

our withdrawing to Dearborn? The only way Dearborn could have ' 

been any clos6r to this plot woulrl have bden to become one of 

thd dissident group. They told him evervthinq they did, down 

to and including when the car was coming down tho road. Anrt 

Hr. i.oocJwin. Nell, I haven't eat~n any communications to 

us that naid thAt. I would not have -- 1 mean, one of his 

instruction~ was to k6ep in very close contact with these 

li diAsidont :::, r qroups. I woulrln' t h~ surprised it they droppod hy 

ll TOP SECRET 
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and if they told him everything they vera planning to do. nut 

it's a long jump betveen oayinq you're goln~ out and kill 

Trujillo and pulling it off, aa many people tried. 

But I was not aware, as I can ramemher, that he had any 

kind of detailed information. 

Hr. Smothers. llh massages back to Clll, in fact, convey 

tho•- datailo, don't thuy? 

Mr, Goodwin. Not that I saw after thia, wh•n these --

none of them that 

Mr, Schwarz. Wall, did you know or did you not know that 

the diooidants intended to use tho small armo, carbines and 

pistols, and other materials they harll thernselves, but intended 

to use the weopons we had supplied to assa••ina•e Trujillo in 

precisely the way he was, in fact, aasasain.a.ted? Did you know 

that be!ore you wrote the telegram, or not? 

Mr. Goodwin. No, because ,.,.hat I'm responding to is a 

request that oayo we can't do it unless we have the machine 

quns, and that's to b~ used for the assassination. We·are 

saying, don't qive the~ machine ~uns. 

Later on they oai~ to naarhorn, r moan he nid t6ll me 

that aftbrwarde, I don't know when thoy tol~ him, well, we•11 

do 1t, wheth~r or not wu qut th~ machine quna. 1 moan, that 

mi~ht also just bravado, or an ef!ort to bluff us lnto sayino • 

wall, you might •• w~ll give it to them anyway oincti they'ro 

going to do it. I don't know why anyone woul~ take on 

TOP ~:;CRET 
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Trujillo with a .lB. I wouldn't have thouqht that, it! thought 

about it. 

President ~ennedy went to Paris a week or two later. When 

the aoaaosination actually occurred, we were all taken by 

surprise, so that nearborn had detailed kno~ledqe of when it 

6 was going to occur, we didn't. The Vice President -- he called 

7 

6 

9 

10 

11 

an emorqency meeting with the Vice Preeident, a teleqram was nan~ 

to Paris, and then the asaasalnaUon ended up c;etting announc"'l I 
I 

Out this instruction, the Pr•eidant told me he wanted to I 
I 

make it absolutely clear we're not qettinq involv•d in I 
assassinations. 

Senator Mondala. Mr. Goodwin, tho record shows -- I think 

you've testified to this -- that toward the end of the Eisenhowe 

15 Administration, they decided to supply arms to this dissident 

..:: 16 group and assist in the auassination of Hr. Trujillo. Then, 

17 as those documents show, at soma point very·near to the time 

JB that Mr. Trujillo was actually assassinated, a telegram was 

i 1 r) sent to our Consul saying, W"B- don't want to be associated with 
u 
0 

i .:::v i! this. 

t 
' i -• 
I 
) 

,, 
~1 

I, ,. 
il 

%~ h 
ii 

2:~ 
!, 
·' 

Why di~n't Wd also B4Y stop it, tall th~se p~ople not 

to procoud fur thor, in light ot th .. fact that t.hay may have 

thouqht, because of previous history, that their efforts to • l ~ • 1: 24 1 d&saas~natd Trujillo had our hlessin~? In other words, thero 

2!· is still a piece rnlsslnq, in my opinion, that should havd 
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1 suqquted --

2 Senator Tower, lieU, the next line eays, "Continue to 

inform diaeidants of u.s. support for their position.• 

Senator Mondale. In ather words, if I were one of those 

~ dissidents and I q•Jt: that from the United States pursuant to 

6 this earlier agreamant, I would feel ancouraq~ to believe th•t 

? I had the support of thd 11nit~d Statu in k11Unq Trujillo, an<'! 

8 that Wd weren't exactly neutral in that, at least, our govern~ 

9 ment was not really nautral, that it encouraged them. 

10 It is true that th•Y didn't qat the machine guns, and It 

11 io true, apparently that what you un~erotood was that they 

1~ wanted the machine quna for assassination and they want.erl the 

l'!· ~ other weapons for personal defense, but there waa still, it 

14 would seem to mo, reason for them to bolibve that they had our 

15 oupport. 

lC Why dirln't we say or communicate to them we want you to 

17 stop and we don't want this man assassinated, and we want you 

Hl 

19 

¥! J 

.,. 
'·'' 
o• 
I, •' 

to know that we will hav~ nothlnq to do with it? 

Why wasn•t that final -- I just want to make one more 

point --

Th~ru was a similar telegram sent just before Diem was 

assassinated -- now th~ae are entirely different matters, anrl 

I •rrrociate that -- but it always seeMs to me that if we're 

worriod abo1.1t human llfc, if wa'ru worried about eorrectinQ d 

policy that may h•ve set • poosiblo assassination in motion, 
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l the way to really dioaosociate it is to aay atop, and that io 

?. really what I don't undarotand. 

Mr. Goodwin. Well, let me say, Senator, first of all, 

4 that the question ot aaaaaaination now is paramount, in people's 

~ I minds. There · h no doubt that we hoped that :Trujillo would. he 

6 II overthrown. Not only was their no do11bt, but there wao a 

? unanimous vote of tho Organization of American States that it 

e bo ostracized and sanctions impooed with the hope that it 

9 miqht happen. And that occurred ever before we took office and 1 

10 we woro in full aqraemont with it. 

ll There are papers h .. re which talk about the event of a coup 

1~ :, or how you're going to get Trujillo soma money to get him out ,, 
L'. li or tho country. flssa .. ination was always a possibility, but 

II 
1~ 1 a coup d'etat, a revolution or a civil war of some kind, a whole 

I HI range or possibilities. find we did, in fact, believe that 

1
' 

,1 Trujillo was going to be overthrown one way or another and 
, ·I 

1 'I ll 
! ~ ., 

1 t .· 

"' ... 

not ndcessarily, or ~v~n in paramount in our minds, by aasassi-

nation because -- in fact, it would sasm at that timo to he the 

most difficult thin9 of all to do. lie was heavily guarded anrl 

protactod, ordinarily. Thay knew mora about it than we did. 

And when that happened, which w~ favored that happ~ned, 

~;·I, boC4U8o Wo fdt that th~ a8t11blishment or d dtsmOCrAtiC reqlm• 

~~ :1 in tho Dominican lldpublic was sombthinq not only baneficinl to 

th~ lJ11it~d Stdt49 and to our policies. I mean, whon wo're z.: 
,: 

2~. 1
:, t4lk1nq about Trujillo ho WAS not -- t mean, About human life, 

I\ TOP SECRET 
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the man wao not only a l"aoc:iat, but he was a murd•rer. !Ia uoe-1 

to have a freezer room in the back of his houae where he would 

tak• p.apla and ohow tham the bodies of enemies. 

Dut in any event, that's none or our concern, but our real 

concern was that this was r•qarded ao an inevitability and we 

want•d to ba associated with the new <JOVUnmont. 

s.nator Mondulo. I understand, but the arqument is ma~e 

with respect to that last taloqram that it waa a fi<J leaf 

teloqram deaiqnod to cover our tracks Rhould aasaaaination 

and you argue, and I think porouaolvely, that you intended 

occurl 

much I 
more than that, you intended to make it clear that we were not 

supporting th.a assassination, that machine quna were not goino 

to he URttd. 

If that was our intent, and I taktt it that it was, why 

wo didn't we go ond step furthur and say please communicate to 

thdBd dissidents who have evary rdason to believe from past 

history that Wd may be supporting the overthrow, including 

assassination, that w~ oppose th~ assassination of ~r. Trujillo. 

h'ouldn' t that make it v~:~ry clear thdn thAt we wore out of 

tha busint!SS? 

Mr. Goodwin. I don't know, It would have m4de it, I 

aupposa, cl~a.r~r to thbm. On th~ other hand, I think, it's 

their country, and th~y could •.h•l with Trujillo as thay wantad 

I 

I 
I 
I 

~~ to. It was not going to be u~ th4~ d&alt with him in.thia 

2!. fashion. 
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l Senator Hondale. Yeah, but •••• if we ware completely 

2 neutral I'd agree with that. If they wanted to aooaaainate 

~ Trujillo that' a their buainasa. I agree with it, that's none 

.; of our business • 

b !' nut I think we ware already implicated, It's sort of like 
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being in a criminal conspiracy and then pulling out the day 

bofore the job ia dona and not tolling anybody. It aaema to 

me you shoul~ aay, boys, I'm out and I don't want you to do Lt. 

The ChairmAn. I·1 Vo chanqed my 1'1\ind. 

Sonator Mondale. That'a why I don't understand. 

Senator Dakar. It'a sort of like the a!tuatlon that'• 

bcon deacribud to UR where peapla ware beyond control and you 

coulJn't communicate with thdffi after the forces had beun &bt 

,1 in motion. 
'· ' i J{r. Goodwin. Well, may I tall you, I don't know that t.herl1 

1· av.,r was any statement that. tho11e quns that were authorized on 
1 'I 

'I !I January 12th, aithor in the authorization or subsequent, for 
. , 
!l th~ purposes of assassination or otherwise. 

'· Hr. Schwarz. 'Well, .there· were ;scores of tho'ae; 
:• 
•' , . ,, 

4n<l whathdr they reachud you or not Is a separate and important 

quoDtion, but th"r" aro four or !ivo examples of communication 

li 
il to thb /\q~ncy, and I think pas earl on to th~ StateS Department, ,, 
1: 

and that those wore to be used for on a.asaasina.tion effort ,, guns 

whGthur or not tho rnachinod guns '«ttro obtdnod. 

Sonotor llon<lald. Well, you se.,, that coulrt be importont, 
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1 because 1! your undarstandinq was as you have just described 

2 then the teleqram makes more eenee. But if in fact we· were 

3 implicated, aa I understood earlier in aeeaeeination attempto 

4 The Chairman. Fritz, look at the way Oearhorn is. I 

~ think it's vary important to understand this matter, to look 

6 at the vay Dearborn apparently un~arstood the inotruction. He 

7 was the ona to whom it was given, and he wiroa back, havinq 

8 receive~ th' instruction, the followinq·-- now this io at Tah 

J, book 2 of 2, the oeconll .T, 

JO It says first of all, llo you have that, Hr. r.oollwln? 

ll Hr, Goodwin. Yes, ! do. I 
The Chairman& It says: "One, t·believe ·we can hold pro-llnitc·· 

l 
., .. 

lb 

lf> 

i 
l"ll I. 
1 u I 

I! 
191, 
:,,, !' 

i? I 

"' ~ .. 

States dissillenta, although with some qrumblinq on the beals 

sat forth." Now you're not li~ely to hold them if you toll 

them you're no longer connected with their scheme and Hr. 

Dearborn had not been in•tructed to tell them that. 

"Two, following our observations for Department and CAS 

considurations, A) if attempt ie made by United States' tri~n~• 

to assassinate Trujillo, there will be accusations aqainat us 

an~ tho best we can do is Bd6 therti is no proof." 

Senator BaY.ere To see there is no proof. 

Th• Chairman. "The greatest danqer point is Thomas ~tockar~. 
I 
I 

lie was given a small numhttr of arms by dimsidttnt aqonts to holt\ \ 

several days anrl h~s told sev~ral persons dissidents obtain~c\ I 
thaRti items from Consulate. Stockard told me eayinq, I havo I 

I 
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informed him this cannot be true or t woul4 know and when he 

requested me aupply arma throu~h him for disaidanto, I told 

him it was impoBBible. lie : 18 greater danqer becauu of 

personal 

~ quarters 

embiterment aqainst CAS, a matter of which CAS head-

is fully informbd." 

Then he qoes on to say that "aince local CAS 1• now to 

anqage mainly in intolliqence collection and raportinq, t 

recommend urgent transfer from tha Dominican Rapublic of three 

CIA officers. If eimmering aaaassination plot should mater17:llu 

JG they would be in danger and might be picked up for Trujillo-

11 typo quostionin<J. This is easily avoidable by quick transfer 

1" i/ hOW. Thuso three have enqa.qed in fully authorizerl activity 

1:•. !I which, 1f uncovared, could put the llnite<l States in bad publle 

!41! position. There is still considerable job in counterespion4qe 
' 

and the collection and reporting and need to follow GOOR, 

foster Leftist activities." 

Now th~re' s a vote on. 

l b l read this becausu it suqqests th,t Mr. Dearborn got a 

1~ differ~nt m~ssaga than th~ one you say you intended to send. 

" ::•. ;; (A britsf recess was taKen.) ,, 

!?l Thts Chairman. Let's qo back on the rctcord. 
:I 

2:~ (I ,'-,r. Goodwin. Wc!ll, that paraqrcph, t.o me, Senator, 
!, 

~: Paraqraph A -- I am not sura whether his interpretation or 

2 1 inntructions, or at least in Spdcificsf s•e~s to be clear . 

;~!. llo says that h" h4s lnform~d tham that he cannot supply arms 

' 

I 
' 
' 
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to the dissidents, and that is ~at is what Kennedy, of course, 

had said in the telegram. And the request had been to know 

whether or not he could supply arms. 

4 So that I &tie from that point of view, I am not sure, 

0 quite clear, in what way he misinterpreted the telegram. 

6 The Chairman. Well, let's go down I don't thinlt he 

? has misinterpreted his instructions not to supply more arms. 

B That's clear enough. nut if you go down to D--are you with 

9 m11 now? 

lO Hr. Goodwin. Yes. 

ll The Chairman. "Since local CAS" -- I quooo that ehouln 

1:: be Chief of Station -- "Since local Chief of Station, then~ --

13 and that would b• CIA Chief of Station -- "Since local Chief 

of Station is now to engaqe mainly in intelliqence collection 

1~ 
and r~porting, I recommend urgent transfer from Dominican 

i 
Republic of three CIA officers. If aimmering·aasa8sin&tion plot' 

' 

should materialize" -- now that in itself, if I may digress a 

lb moment, suggests that in Dearborn 1 S opinion assassination miqht 

19 
be imminent. F'or he says "It simmering assassination plot 

2U should matorialize, thdy would ba in danger anu might bu pickort 

up for Trujillo-type questioning. This is easily avoidable by 

2 ~ 1i quick transf~r noW. 11 
-- again the inciica.tion ot his fueling 

Z/, ~~ thAt an assassination might btt imminent, othttrwise, why transfer! 
li 

~·l l:t ::::~ .• 

~!) 

I 

I 

"Thooo thrdtt hava onqo.qod in fully authoriuu activitios 

H uncovt~r,.d, could put the lin! t6<1 ~tat as in bad public 



• 

f"'. 

t• 

' ' • . .. ...-: 
• 

0 

c: 
c 

'­
c: 

• 

?. 
" 0 

! • I 

' i --l 
; 
[ . 
~ 
• 

46 

l position." 

:low· I would read those words as meaning that ·Mr •. Dearborn 

anticipated at least the real possibility of assassination 

4 attempts in the immediate future and thnt h~ wae reeomm•ndinn 

5 that those CIA officers that had been conn~cte~ with having 

6 supplied weapons should be taken out of the Oomin!can Republic 

I 
7 riqht away. 

I 
of that,! Mr. Goodwin. Nell, I woul/1 aqrea with a good pert e 

I 

9 Senator, although I think that th•ro wore assassination plot• 

10 

ll 

15 

l 'I 

,,., 
6 • • ~ 

simmering in the Oorninican Republic and now, and of course this I 
' in fact took place. And I think he was concerned that the 

aasas~ination wouln b~ unsuccesnful, that Trujillo woul~ pic~ 
I 

up the Amdr!cans ancl Hncl out not simply about the transfer of 

quns but th~ whole range of covert activities that they ha~ 

btst~~n engAged in, torture them and perhaps kill ther.t.. 

And he thouqht tho safest thinq to llo, with this thlnq in 

thts air, was to get them out of the country. There was nothinq~ 

I think, in the telsgram that was sent to him that rlenius thb 

pcssibility that Trujillo miqht be aaaasslnatcrt or that there 

miqht be An att~mpterl assassination, which is t~~ purport cf 

Du4rborn's, b~caus~ i! the assassination wa~ succ~ssful, thor~ 

WGS no nued to get the CIA out. 

The Chairman. nut there is som~thin~ more, really. If 

thu possibility or assassination was a lonq continuing th!nq, 

always on tho mind of Poarhorn, why does he rosponcl to this 
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instruction by aayinq, qat these men aut nov? 

Hr. Goodwin. Well X think obviouely these people had 

relayed to him that they're gainq to try to make the attempt 

anyway, with or without the machine quno. lle thought the a ttemr>1 

i 

I 
! 

might be abortive, and it so, he thouoht that all Americana or 

people that worked for him or with him would be in danger. 

The Chairman. Then ·you would. have to aorea with me, 

wouldn't you, that in his opinion, nearbarn'e opinion, he had 

, evidence that suggested to him that an auauinat:ion attempt 
' 

I 
! 

I 
' 

I"'. 10 was imminent. 

r· 
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ll Hr. r.oodwin. l think that'& clear. Yen, t think it was. 

l:' The Chairman. 1\nd hs took this sufficiently serious to 

Ll recommend getting the throe CII\ aqonto out wl thout !urthor 

H delay? 

Hr. Goodwin. I think that's riqht. That's absolutely 

tru~, because I think he believed that there vas a serious 

17 att~mpt in the offing, as' indeed th9ra vas, and h• vas absolutol 

18 ' right and he was doin<J his job well. 

I would like to say, if I miqht qo hack, that in terms of 

thb tcloqram, is that I sat in the office with President 

., • 1: Kcnn.ady who instructed me to rlraft a telegram to say that ho 
••• 1: 

li wanhd nothing to do with political assosoinations, which ! 
2~ :\ 

2
!-J: did, so it's not a matter o! interpretation, because he cannot 

I' ,, 
:~ .; ~! 

testify to that m4tt.,r, so it 1 B not a question of reading t.he 

' text so much as deci~inq whethor or not I'm t~lllng the truth 
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1 about that instruction. 

2 Hr. Schwarz. Aaauminq that you are telling the truth --

Hr. r:oodwln. Thank you. 

Hr. Schwarz. We have to explore whether someth1n9 went 

~ ;I wronq in the communication proceaa, and l want to put some 

6 information in front of you and than see lf you can help us 

? ..xplain what, if anything, went wronq. 

6 Would you show him Exhibit 2•A, 

JO 

ll 

l :~ 
H 
" ., 
I' 

L', I h :, 
14 

" 
15!1 
lG 1j 

I· 
J 'I :1 ,, 

' 
lt 

l '.1 

%'' 

~! j 

., 
<% 

,, 

!..!:', 

::.: 

Now f.xhibit 2-A is a cable dated March 20th from the 
I 

Money. 

in th~ Oominlcan Republic to the Aqency In Washinqton. And 

reading-in Paraqraph 3, it describe• the way in which·· It 

duscribas a plot. 

In Paragraph 4, lt says th• followlno• "To ~o. they ne~l 

five M-3'& or comparable machine quna and lSO~ rounds 

ammunition for personal ddfenoe in event fire fight. Will usa 

quiet waapons for basic job." Now tho basic job is apparently 

tho assassination. 

Now aqain, wat:& you told -- now, in Exhibit 1, you ware 

told in tho brlofing o'n covert action by the CIA that the 

I 
I 

C4rbines And th~ pistols had be~n pa&Rdrt for personal rlcf~n~e 

WoApona dnd not to do tha basic job, as this teleqram indicatutl.J 

~r. Goodwin. That 1 B correct. Thdt 1 S what it says. \ 

Mr. Schwarz. Right. I undtir9tand that. I 
Now, what t am tryinct to undurstAnrl is, in tellinq you th4t' 

,~ ,. the w"apons had bcbn po.BSticl !or petrsonal dt~foe~:ns~~S purpostts, do 
- .. • I' 

II TOp SECRET 
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you think that ia consistent, is candid, in liqht of tho 

fact that the hqancy had been told that other weapons w•re 

goinq to be used tor the baoic job, that is the aoaaaa!nation. 

Hr. Goodwin. Wall, there are several communications ~I 
I 

roqardlnq the weapon detail• of tho plan and thav are obviously • 

1ncona1stant. 

llr, Schwarz, They are. 

Hr. r.oodwin. Tho teloqrama say it, but en tho ether hann, 

a carbine or pistol ia hardly a quhtt weapon. I moan, I woulrl 

roqard that as aayinq I am qoinq to strangld him. Anrt if 

you're qoinq to have a. fire fiqht with machine quns, t mean 

in othtar words, it IU!IemR to me that nornebody ia interprettint"J 

what th~y say, or th~y might havu had five or six diff•rent 

plans. 

The request that came to the White Jlouea, finally, was 

very specific, and thi• is too, that a~ditional weapons are 

needed in order to carry out an assassination plot. 1 mean, 

howavcr you rdad this, they do say thtiy n~dd additional weaponn 

to c~rry off 4n assassination. And tha~ is what tha President 

at that point had in mind on !~ay 1 ith, around May l )th, about 

thcs oriqindl tr~nsfer, which was not pursuttnt to any policy that: 

he httd t~9tttblisht~~d or any direction~ th4t:. ~u had givt~r., 1mmer11atfd~· 

sAid, you know, mako it clear to Dearborn that we 1 re not qettin~ 
' 

involvdd in assassinations. Thery can cto whAt thay want, but 

l• wa Are not goinq to get involvot1. 
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l Senator Mondale. In ot.her word a, the President was 

2 advised by you"that there was an aoaaaaination plot in which wo 

wore implicated and he told you that we don't want any part: of 

., it and you are to send a messaqe on his authority oayinrr that, 

and that is what you thou~ht you had donu? 

6 ltr. Goodwin. I woul~ phraso it a l!tt:la bit: differently, 

7 Senator, which is to say I would Ray there wore people who 

8 wanted to aasaeeinate Trujillo to whom we had qiven some quno 

9 and his response wAs probably like, ycu mean aome idiot qave 

1 0 thom guns? X sa 1-l, yes. lie a aid -- t:h h is a paraphrase --

11 you know, if you knew Senat.or Kennedy, or President Kennedy, 

l:', ;1 my draft with the Stat~ nepa.rtment draft, I was overrirlino. a~ 

]'.' 

]I: 

" . ... 

" ' .. 
.,. 
'·'' 

;:.: ~. 

thdy point out, bec&usd their draft says, we're tryinq to qet 

I' 
~~ this message through but we•re blocked by !1r. Goodwin and havtS 

1: to send his message instea~. They would rather blame me, of 

cours~, than the PreAidenta 

It is claar that the stress is chanqed to make it clear 

that th~ rresid~nt wants nothin~ to do an~ cannot con~on~ 

asscsssin4tion. tt does not say cannot condond beinq cauqht 4t 

a.SBdssination, it says ·ca.:mot conrlone assl!.B!lination. J\n-:1 .I did 

th4t hecaus., he. tolri mtS to clO that. 

policy 48 ond of q=ttin~ th~ qovernm~nt no fllrth~r involve·l 

bdCdUStt there had btS~tSn a p.!lst involvrom-snt? IIG knew that a"'~ 

II TOP SECRET 
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1 you Kn~w that, to the extent that weaponn had been furnished 

2 dissidont groups who had exproesed an intorest in aooasainatinq 

<- Trujillo. An~ your intontion here in sondinq this toloqram 

•\ was to convey to Mr. Dearborn that the Kennedy Administration 

~ :\ 
" 

6 II Mr. Go~win. That's right. We found·~- tho Preai~ent 

7 

II 
a 

found out on f1ay 13th that pursuant to the authorization that 

proceeded his coming into office that a couplo of carbines and 

9 pistols had bddn transferred in order to mount a ma1or assault 

10 

II ' ' .. 
\1 

on a govdrnrtlt!lnt tha.t had lasted for thirty yua.rs, and it aeemod 

at that point like a formidable threat to Trujillo. 

li 
l ;· ,, lie wanted to make it absolutely clear When he !ounr\ Otlt ,. 
1 ;, 1: ,, 

'I 
that anybody who wanted to assaasinata Tru1illo in tha oo~inican 

H r Republic that they wore qoinq to do it on thoir own, the 

'I 
1 ~' 

)I 

lf. 

United States would haVb nothing to do with it and we give out 

no more Wttapons and · this is why he said ws do not want to 

l •t condone assassination or be associated with lt. And that's why 

l~ I wrott;t tho teltSgram th.at I drafttui t.hat's in my handwritinq. 

l '.• Sdnator Towdr. Well, may I ask you, then, what you 

~. intdrpr~tted th~ meaning of th~ first sentence in numh~r ), 

:.:: ..Continue~ to inform dissident Hlt;tments of U.S. support !or 

;, 

2 /:' \: thair po5ition?'1 

'•' .... 
Hr. r.oodwin. ThtSy w~r~ -- thtir position was that, wha.t 

rdqurJ~d as that Truiillo shoulrl he avt:~rthrown anrl rtS!llac.,'!: 
I 

No nupported that position, •• dl<l ' 
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l the other members of the Organization of American States, an~ 

2 we wanted to make it very clear that we did support that 

position, and we wished them wall in their efforts to establish 

that position and if they did wo would rocoqnize their govern-
i' 

~ ,I mont ,, 

6 il 
,I 

and ~end them aasiatanca, which we did. 

As a matter of fact, we took much qreater efforts to 

7 I 9et rid of Ramfoa Trujillo in the six months that followed the 

B I ••••••!nation than anything that preceeded it, including brln~ln1 

9 il tho ll.merican fleet practically Into the harbor at Cuidad 

lO ! Trujll lo at th~ cliractior, of the Secret-ary of Dafenoo. Tnotend 
I 
I 

11 ! o! carbines and pistols, we brought in destroyerst aircraft 
II 
J: • 

1~ ii carridr& and Mn.rintS battdlions so that they would know what 

1: 
l~ I• tho cottsequcncds mlqht bb if they didn't qet out when they oot 

:i ,, 
].; . out. 

'I 
lo \1 If I might mak .. ono mora point, Senator, if I may, is that 

1 c. ,; thtt countries ot' South Alnar !ca. a.ra fu 11 of quns sent there 

II 
17 J; by tho American qovurnmunt to be used to kill thousands or 

I 

)~ ::people over tha last several decadas, and with the lone 

f ) ~· o.xcc:ption of both revolutionari~s from undt!rneath anrt armies 

2~ from on top-- ot coursd you 1 r~ well-acquainted with th4t --

::: s~nt knowinq that they woulrl be uger1 to kill p~ople in internal 

" %~ ~~ stru~~hs. Thd only distinction in this caso 1a that Truj ill a 
:• 

:.:.'. : l'\appont;;d to he the head of St.ate, which is a practical 
: 

.. . ... , ;, rllstinction, but you' could h4rd ly ma~e a rnor4l one • 

2 ~~ Sdnator Dakar. Mr. Chairman, could l ask a quPJst!.on In 



• 

l t.ha t. respect? 

Th01 Chairman. Well, I am not oure I aqree with that; 

although that io a philosophical argument. 

Senator naker. lire you tellin'f uo, 11r. Goodwin, that 

~ assassination, not of heads of state, hut assassination of 

6 ld&&er figures was a common, ordinary occurrence in South 

? llmorica at tho bohast of llmerica or with 1\merican support? 

fir. r.oodwln. llo, l am talkinq about that wa supply arms 

9 to revolutionary groups or to armed groups which we did in 

10 say nolivia, or somotimes to t.ho government itself, or in Chile 

11 we gave assistanca of various kinds to dinaidont qroups with 

1:! tha knowlcdqe thnt: our assistance would he used in internal 

14 I don't have to use the word assassinations. 

JL Senator Baker. nut how about for internal struqgles, thon 

as opposdd to assassination? 

J7 ~r. Goodwin. Wdll, this is an in~~rnal struggle in the 

1 F! Dominican Republic. 

JY 

2!J 

~ J I• 

it 
I! 
II 
II 

Tht! Chairman. I think you r~coqnize the distinction, 

because it is wull-definert in our criminal laws. Th~r~ is 

Thor~ is suppos~d to connotu a c~rtain diffaranc~ in moral 

connotations, and undertaking d~lib~rato action that is 

'" ···' 
1: 1 murder in(] that person is normally reqar!1erl unr\er our crimi1:rtl 

I 
' TOP SECRET 
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l laws as the moat reprehensible kin~ of homicide and tharofora 

2 definted as· murder' in the first degree. Ro there mast beSOM~ 

gradation there. 

Hr. Coo~win. Well, there are qrodation•, althou"h l do 

5 think that many of tha activiti•s against, say, someone like 

6 Allende or others are equally tarqetted in Latin American 

7 countries and not just 9eneral conflict or the killing o! 

6 p4rticuhr Mexicans, ·or' cour ae, trad i tiona 11 y qo out and 

9 shoot down ldaddra of new guerrilla qroupn or inaurqenta, but 

lO not noceaaarily with our gunse 

ll 7hd Cha1rm4n. Dut in any •vent you're not testifyinq h1re 

' 
1" 

I 

to your Cdft4in knowlddge tho Unit~d Stat•a qovernment particlpa~ 

L'• 

1: 14 

tad in an assassination attempt or assistinq in an asnaasina-

tion attempt'--

n 
I 

1(, . i 
I 'I 

Mr. Goodwin~ No, I don't hav6 any deep knowledqe of that 

subj~ct, what was tho natural end consequence of our acts • 

In any eVent, I do want to return to this. 

lb 
7hts was -- clearly Presirlant Kennerty was much closer to 

I~ 
yours. 

2() 
Hr. Sch\..,.arz. After thtt Trujillo a.ssasl'dnat-t.on· took. plac~. 

"' 
Prasid4nt Kenn~dy was in Paris anrl as one o! the documents w~ .. ' 

2% 

•> ., 
~. •-' 

Johnson W4B intdr6Btad In !lndlnq out what hAd happened and you 

::.i 

2!i 
wea.pons had bden pa.sstJd, the sm.al t arms ann the mAchino guns 
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l hadn't bean passed and the aooaooination occurred. 

2 Now, aft11r that review, ware any steps taken to make, as 

a matter of more general, governmental policy, the policy which 

1 is expressed in the teleqram you drafted at President Kennedy'~ 

b instruction? 

6 Mr. troortwin. Not to my knowle<lqe. 

7 i (A brief r~cass was taken.) 
I 

1: 

The Chairman. Do you have any more ttuostlons? 

Mr. Schwarz. I don't hav4 any mor• qtu1etiona. 

6 

9 

The Chairman. flo you haVG any other matters that you 

11 can tall us about the Trujillo assassination for our enli~hten-

mant? 

Mr. Goodwin. On the assassination? 

The Chairman. On ~h~ assassination. 

Mr. Goodwin. I don't think so, but let me read through 

all o! this, and when I com~ back the next time, I miqht have 

something else, if r can find anything el•e in there -- I do 

think this is pretty compl•t•. 
II 

l:1 ~~ Tho Chairman. We will expdct to henr you aqain ~arly next 

£:i.' !I Wettk, on the\ Cuban phases of your testiMonv. 
I 

;:J :1 ~1r. r.oociwin. And Ouva.llier. 

%~ l! Thtt Chairmc1n. ~1r. Oonnin, tht.'ly'va b~~tl!n l,..., all niqht. 

ll 
!~.'-::would like~ to aak two ("(U':IStior.s. 

I, 
li Mr. ndn11in. l~ell, wh~n you sai<, there wer• no more 

~·l lti quostiona, I just ral .. d th• r>O••lbility 4nd you <Hocusood it 2!; 

II TOP SECRET 
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1 about meetings held after the eooaaoination back in Washinqton 

2 when Mr. Dearborn came back ae well aa those meetinqm held 

after the assassination bdfore he came back, at which the 

'i wholo mAttGr was discussed, initially with VicoJ l'resichmt 

b Johnson presiding and ultima.taly, tho last one, with Presirient 

6 Kennedy .. 

7 Mr. noodwin. That's riq~t. We had, of course, a aeries 

8 of umurrycmcies. lie had an emergency maatinq, and cabled tho 

9 rrasident who was in Paris, and the first matter on our minct 

10 wao how to koep Ramfes Trujillo, who wan th• son or Trujillo, 

1: from takinq over, an~ we di~n't know where he was, at first, 

I 
J .. 

II 
" }':, ·I 

II 
" 1 .: 1: 

it took us 4Whilu to find out that he was in Parift, which at 

l cast indicated, Senator, that it' they wure pla.nnin'l it, it 

wasn't done in a very comprehensive fashion, and we found he 

was in Paris and we wanted to stop him from returninq, to 

J r detain him, but it was too latd. ny the time we found out, h~ , I 
I' j 1 ? 11 h.s.d Alruatly chArt~:tred an Air France at and was on his wa.y to 

II. 

1 ,: 1 Cuidad Trujillo, and I believe· thdre was somo~t effort ma~e to 

~~I 1 ~ 1 bluff him off by sendinq m~ssaqes to th~ plane in flight, 

divdrting it to somd Am~rican airport, but he dirln't do th.s.t. 

; ~ ! 4lld he landed and took over. And I thin'. th• rrinclpol o!m of 

i 
:!:< I our policy from that poir.t on was how to ~·t him anrt his uncltt, 

I, 
forqet otho:~r fellow's or there 2' lluctor -- and I th• nam~ -- out 

" 

;~ .j so that tha kinct of modaret~ qovern~~nt that wu WAnted CO\ll(t 

i: 
2~, 1 bt~ installorl. 

I 
II TOP SECRET 
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1 And John Martin was oent down to talk to him and to make 

various in~ucomento like ho coul~ take his money out, it was 

discussed that if he woul~ leave peaceably, but what finally 

'I happenod wa.a whi!Jn McNamAra moved tha fleet: in over t.h<tt hori;~on 

~ and an Air Forca Gt!tnl!lra.l bombed the palace, that waa the end, 

6 he qot on his boat and left. 

7 Tho Chairman. ~lr Force Ganoral? 

Mr. Goodwin. 1\: ~nominican Air Foree rieneral. 

9 lie ddcided that was an easier t.argot than the 1\mdttcan 

10 flut. 

l J Thct Chairman. lias thft bombing done at our instruction? 

]2 4r. Goo~win. No, I don't b~ll~ve so. r was tryinCJ to 

l .• 
" 

romumb.,r thAt, but I (\on't belieVe ·it was. As t re.rnernber, 

1 4 1 it was quite a surprise to us that this t'ellow hat'! taken tho!! 

JC, 

1 ., 

l!J 

1 ~~ 

... 
•·'• 

... 
·~ ·' 

initiative. The moving of the fleet wao intended ao sort of 

a threat that if thoy aidn't get out we miqht come in and qet 

them. Thera was no, howbvar, no, at that point, no country 

attempted to do that, just to scare them. And the fleet was 

actually chedred in the Oominic4n Republic, a vory rare 

OCCdSion. 

!Jut this Air Force General rlid, and thdn h~ trierl to nake 

himself rlictator and two of his own officers arrustad him. ';h.:~~..: 

all ha<J b~elt trained iz1 Amdrican mili~ary schools • 

Mr. ~chwarz. To comolate thd recorrl on th~ rdSPOitBe to 

Wa · har1 nearborn' n r"'action·. . tie wi 11 react into 
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the record the cable back from the CIA Chief or StAtion in 

response to the tdlegram ··Mr.· tloodw1n drafted. 

on prosant policy in which XUDhRK~ -- that's CIA-- •work here 

must be based. i'ara 2 and Pa.ra ~ 1 that reference, are for 

practical purposes retreat t'rom previous policy. However, 

lt~Jadqu.arters aware extent to which OOYOJ<E• that is, the United 
ol 

States --"already aooociate~ with~MStlr.~ -- that iR the 

assassination o! Trujillo. -- ~it we are to at least try 'cover 

Ol ·;;t 
up tracio:.s 1 Xllnl\RK parsonnel t11.ractly involvud in\ill~,t!H!~ 

preparations must be withdrawn now.• 

I dor.•t know it that rnt!rite conrnent or not. It just 

happdn5 to be how it was lnterpretted hy CIA. 

Hr. Goodwill· I think it 1 a accurate and it also reflects 

Oearborn 1 s own disappointment that --

f1r. Schwarz. CIA. 

Mra Goodwin. CIA's disappointment, which is understanrlabl~. 

The Chairman. Any further ques~ions? 

Senator Tow~r? 

Hr. Smoth~rs. Hr. Chct.irman. I'd rttthdr wAit till thtJ retu:""n 

o! the witne!ls, 

Tho Chairman. Yds. 

Lot's mak~ certain that f1r. noorlwin has an opnortunity to 

mcsot with the staff ao that tha p~rtinent documents that will 
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l up in connection with our interrogation on Castro will be 

revhwod. lfe' re not interoated in any kind of entrapment. He 

want you to be fully aware of whatever documentation we have 

4 so you can holp enliqhton us of your undarntanding of the 

b policy at tho time. 

6 Mr. Goodwin. And whatever I bring I can give to you and 

7 then duplicate it. 

6 Mr. Sch~<arz. Well, shall we plan, for safety, on the 

9 staff •••ing you on Wednesday morning and having your teotimonv 

10 Hednooday afternoon, or could you bo here by TUesday? 

11 Mr. ·r.oodwin. Wall, since I'm goinq to Rumford, rlalne and 

1?. getting the things out, I think it will be safur Nodnesday, I ,, .. 
that•s not too inconvenient • 

14 Tho Chairman. Wednesday? 

All right. Thank you vary much. 

lh (Whereupon,. at 6z35 o'clock p.m., the hearing vas recessed, 

1'.' to reconvene at ~BJ)O o'clock a.m., Friday, July 11, 1975 .. ) 
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