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StGHFf .Review Staff: 75/1083 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY R 4 8' 1 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20505 

Mr. William G. Miller 
Staff Director 

14 July 1975 

Select Committee To Study Governmental 
Operations With Respect To Intelligence 
Activities 

United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Miller: 

Attached are four paraphrased copies of the following 
requested cable~ in response to a request arising from 
Mr. Colby's appearance before the SSC on 20 June 1975: 

1 .. · SAIG 1445, 5 October 1963 
2. SAIG 1447, 5 October 1963 
3. DIR 73661, 6 October 1963 
4. SAIG 1463, 7 October 1963 

CAP 63560 dated ·5 October 1963, also requested, is 
not inclrided. This is a White House message, and we have 
no copy. 

DEPTEL 534, 5 October 1963, is also not included. The 
Third Agency Rule applies to this document, and the SSC 

-should contact the State Department for this cabie. 

Attachments: a/s 

NATIONAL SEC1Jf\11Y INFORMATION 
Unauthorizcrl fkcios•rrc Sub1ect to 

... ;, .· 

NW 50955 Docld:32423546 Page 4 

E 
.... ,r! · ·· 
I ·-' . R vLI • .. 

Sincerely, 

6./M-1- flct ........... »-
Walter Elder 

Assistant to the Director 

FROM 
JUL 15 l915 

:; .......... . 
'. ···:. • • .. .• ~J-.- :-: •.•. 

Clasoificd b~~CJ 
E'·smp: from :;cr<:+-or-al--

decla:::ificn:iJn '2~:c:u:c ol E.O. 11652 
excmp:ion ::rhcdJ:~ ~:-~ (1). (c). (3) 

Autuma!ic:l::y. c.:sc:r.r.s::icd c:-a 
Da~<J lmp~g;sib/a to Catcrm,inc 

.. ,;. . ~-
•. ·.\. .. 'J.:_:.·· 

·:~~· ... -·· ' 

.... 
Jt·--.: ... 
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-

:"-· ...... ,..,. 



,. .._, 
... ., 
,. L ROUTING 

-1 I · 1-;1,-~-:-f (_----.~ 4-;-~----------------'--l-i-1 t ~.A------__ ,_I 5 I 

: DIRECTOR 
31 ' 16,_1 __ 

')M I SA JGON 

:TIONa C/FE 1-6 (DCI_, DDP_, C/fE ISSUED TEMPO COPIES 1055 5 OCT/OJ) 

:o a DCI 7, D/DCI 8, DDP 9, RF 10, VR 11 

T 0 P S E C R E T 051210Z 

IMMEDIATE DIR CITE SAIG 1445 

RYBAT TUCOBALT 
1 2 

1. LT. ·coL. CONEIN MET WITH GEN. DUONG VAN MI~H AT 

GEN. MINH'S HEADQUARTERS ON LE VAN DUY£T FOR ONE HOUR AND TEN 

MINUTES ~lO:iNING OF' 5 OCT 1963. THIS MEETING WAS AT THE 

INITIATIVE OF GEN. MINH AND HAD BEEN.SPECIF'ICALLY CLEARED IN 

ADVANCt BY AMBASSADOR LODGE. NO OTHER PERSONS WERE PRESENT. 

THE CONVERSATION WAS CONDUCTED IN FRENCH. 

2. GEN. MINH STATED THAT HE MUST KNOW AMERICAN GOVERNMENT"S 

POSITION WITH RESPECT TO A CHANGE IN THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM 
/ 

WITHIN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE. GEN. tUNH ADDED THE GENERALS \.JERE 

AWARE THE SITUATION IS DETERIORATING RAPIDLY AND THAT ACTION 

TO CHANGE THE GOVERN11ENT ~lUST BE TAKEN OR THE \,JAR tHLL BE LOST 

TO THE VIET CONG BECAUSE THE GOVERN~lENT NO LONGER HAS THE SUPPORT 

OF THE PEOPLE. GEN. MINH IDENTI~IED AMONG THE OTHER GENERALS 

PARTICIPATING WITH HIM IN THIS PLAN: 

·-~--

MAJ. GEN. TRAN VAN DON 

BRIG. GEN. TRAN THIEN KHIEM 

i 

____ R
1

E_PR_O_D_U_CT'-!O_N_B_Y_o __ T_HE_R_T_H_A_N_T_H_E _IS_S_UI.....:N_G_O_F_fl_C_E _IS_PR_O_H_IB_IT_ED_~,_,_.~C~ 
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CLASS If i t.D iiESSAGE lN 33921 

SPECIFIC At·lERICAN SUPPORT FOR AN EFFORT ON THE PART OF HH1SELF 

t\ND HIS COLLEAGUES TO CHANGE THE GOVERr·H,iENT BUT HE: STAr!::D H:!·:. 

DOES NEED AMERitAN ASSURANCES THAT THE USG WILL NOT RPT NOT 

~TTEMPT TO THWART THIS PLAN. 

4. GEN. MINH ALSO STATED THAT HE HIMSELF HAS NO 

POLITICAL AMBITIONS NOR DO ANY OF THE OTHER GENZRAL O~FICERS 
• 

: ·.\. 

EXCEPT PERHAPS, HE SAID LAUGHINGLY, GEN. TON THAT DIN!·f,. G~i:-1.: [HNH 

INSISTED THAT HIS ONLY PURPOSE IS TO WIN THE WAR. HZ. t.DDSD 1 /-

Er1PHATICALLY THAT TO DO THIS COflTINUATION 07 At·lEIHC;HJ i:HLI!t~RY 

AND ECON_0;1!C AID AT THE PRESENT LEVEL <HE SAID om:: AND Ol-E~ Hf,tF 

MILLION DOLLARS PER DAY> IS NECESSARY • 

. _ 5. GEN~ MINH OUTLINED THREE POSSIBLE PLANS FOR THE 

ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE CHANGE OF GOVER~MENT: 

· · · A. ASSASSINATION OF' NGO DINH NHU AND NGO ~H cr~N 
KEEPING PR2SIDENT DIEi1 IN Of-FICE. GEN. MINH S.~ID THIS \U~.3 THZ 

EASIEST PLAN TO ACCO~?LISH. 

B~ THE ENCIRCLEMENT OF SAIGON BY VARIOUS MILITARY .. 
, 

UNITS P;sRTICULAR]LY THE UNIT AT BEN CAT. CCOML1ZNT: FI:.'THDT.Ui:SICN . 

ELEMENTS COMMANDED BY G~N. DINH.) ·. 
.. c. DIRECT CONFRONTATION EETVEEN MILITARY' bNITS . .... 

INVOLVED IN THE COUP AND LOYALIST MILITARY UNITS IN SAIGON~ 
. . II . ' .. 

IN'EFFZCT, D!VIDINO THE CITY OF SAIGON !~0 SSCTOa3 AND CLEANING 
. . , I , 

·IT OUT POCi\t:T BY POCKET .• GEN. MINH CLAIMS UNDZR THS GIRCU~STANCES 
. ' 

_DIEM AND NHU COULD COUNT ON THE LOYALTY 01' 5,500 'niOOPS \J!"t!EN 

THE CITY 07 SAIGON~ 

' . 

·. . . .( ~ 
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pAGE. 3 OF 2i 

~ 

6. CON2IN RiPLii0 iG G~N. i·l ~ ~·~ ;-; 't hn ·;· . ·~ 
.pO) ;..., '10 .... 

·v<..;;.J.._U 

SPECIFIC QUESTION AS TO USG NON-INTERfERENCE NOR COULD HE GIVE. 

A:·lY t.DVICE tHTH RESPECT TO TACTICAL PLANNING. HE ADDED THAT. 

HE COULD NOT AdVISE CONCERNING THE BEST QfiTHE THREi PLANS~ 
. I 

7.. .GEN. t·1H!H WENT ON TO EXPLAIN THAT .THE t·lOST DANGEROUS 

M~N IN SOUTH VIETNAM ARE NGO DINH NHU, NGO DINH CAN AND NGO 

TRONG HIEU~ ~INH STATED THAT HIEU WAS FORMERLY A CO~MUNIST 

AND STILL HAS CO~MUNIST SYMPATHIES. WHEN COL. CONEIN REMARKED 

THti.T HE HAD CO\'JSIDERED COL. TUNG AS ONE OF THE t10RE DANGEROUS 

INDIVIDUALS, GEN. MINH STATED "IF I GET RID OF NHU, CAN AND HIEU~ 

COL. Tllt~G HILL BE ON HIS KNEES BEFORE ~iE.". 

' 
3~ GEN. ·MINH ALSO STATED THAT HE WAS WORRIED AS TO Tl~ 

ROLE OF GEN. TRAN THIEN KHIEt1 SINCE KHIEt1 ~lAY HAVE PLAYED A -----··· ... 
DOUBLE ROLE IN AUGUST. GEN. MINH ASKED THAT COPIES OF THE 

, 

DOCUNENTS PREVIOUSLY PASSED TO GEN. J<HIEM (PLAN OF CAr1P LONG 

THANH AND MUNITIONS INVENTORY AT THAT CAMP) BE PASSED TO GEN. 

MINH PERSONALLY FOR COt·1PARI SON \rliTH PAPERS PASSE-&-BY KHIE~I T 0 

MINH PURPORTEDLY FROM CAS. 

9. MINH FURTHER STATED THAT ONE OF THE REASONS THEY 

ARE HAVING TO ACT QUICKLY WAS .THE FACT THAT MANY REGIMENTAL, 

BATTALION AND Caf1PANY Cot1t•lANDERS ARE \~O?.KING ON COUP PLANS Of THEIR 

Ot.tJN WHICH COULD BE ABORTIVE AND "A CATASTROPHE." 

10. HINH APPEARED TO UNDERSTAND .·CO?JC::IN'S POSITION OF 
I 

BEING UNABLE TO COMMENT AT THE PRESENT MOMENT BUT ASKED THAT 

CONSIN AGAIN MEET WITH GEN. MINH TO DISCUSS THE SPECIFIC PLAN 

OF OPERATIONS WHICH GEN. rHNH HOPES TO PUT INTO ACTidNl:, NO 
1!% b \.o .. 

\ I 

I TOP SECRET I ·.. ' J U L l fj 1975 

c ~ f\ 
,. 

~~:•"';···, ··--:f ... - ··-··-··- ----· ------- --··· 

mt 50955 Docld: 32423.'146 Page 7 



-----~ .... ----~-----~· ~~~~--""" 
SPECIFIC DATE WAS GIVEN FC~ THIS ~EX! E2ET!~G~ CCNZIN U1S ~GA!N 

NON-COMMITTAL IN HIS REPLY. GEN. MINH ONCE AGAIN INDICATED HIS -

UNCERSTANDING AND STATED THAT HE WOULD ARRANGE TO CO~TACT CD~EIN 

IN THE NEAR.FUtURE AND Hp?ED THAT dONEIN WOULD BE ABLE TO 

MEFT WITH HIM AGAIN AND GIVE THE ASSURANCE OUTLINED ABOVE. 

T 0 p·. S E C R E T 
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ClASSifiED MESSAGE· PAGE 1 OF 2 
JfiJ s.q:n~;-r ROUTING P ,, r ., . 1 , • '- 1'1 . - - W>~f--:.;.::1 '-alL _!_l__L(-<_/ I .q TS f. "!~ '1 4•J 

'- 21 I 51 
' 

,.. 
TO : D •. RE .... TOR 3 I I 61 

fROM : SA I GON 

ACTION, c/FE· 1/'f. ,!O/DCI, poP, C/fE. NOTIFIED Af:JD COPJE:S .tSSU.ED 1~1io 5 OCT~OJ) .. · 
. \. . 

INFO ;DC I ~, .~/DCI }~, DDP 5, Rf 6, YR 7 ;::::~ 

:.!-

T 0 P S E C R E T 0513052 

!~MEDIATE DIR CITE SAIG 1447 
1 

~·...; 

. ) 

I 5 f'(, ·- f" "J l' ; ') 3 0 ~ h 
i Uvl ~J fl..; .u U"" 

1. SAI~;-~~g~o'?;~US~ED v!ITH Ar·lBASSADOR LODGE liND DC11 TRUEHEAF?T ~ 
OFFICIAL A~BASSADOR NO'il COORDINATING DRAFT 11ESSAGE TO RUSK AND CIA/ tHTH 

GENERAL HARKINS. r1ESSAGE IN PRESENT FOR11 ASKS FOR INSTRUCTIDrJS ON 

FOLLO:;J UP OF fHNH -CONEIN INSTRUCTIONS AND RECDr111EtJDS THAT GEN .. ~HNH 

BE GIVEN THE ASSURANCES HE DESIRES. 

2. I HAVE RECOHNENDED TO ANBASSADOR LODGE THAT: 

' 
A. THAT WE PROCEED WITH THESE CONVERS~TIONS WITH GEN. MINH. 

\ B • WE DO NOT SET OURSELVES IRREVOCABLY AGAINST THE ASSASSINATION 

PLOT, SINCE THE OTHER TWO ALTERNATIVES MEAN EITHER A BLOODBATH-IN SAIGON 

JL OR A PROTRACTED STRUGGLE t:.IHICH COULD RIP THE ARMY AND THE COUNTRY 

1
\\ 1:\ , . 

i.;:ASUNDER. 
"-) 

\ C;. . THAT EQUAL OR GREATER _,._HEIGHT BE GIVEN TO DISCUSSION liND 

PLANNING OF ALTERNATIVES THAN TO DISCUSSION OF NEANS TO BRING DOr;JN 
' 

THE GOVERNMENT. 

3. IN SEPERATE DISCUSSIONS WITH DCM TRUEHEART I HAVE COMMENTED: 

THAT: 

A .• 
•. ANY PLAN TO ELHJINATE NGO DINH CAN AND NGO DINH NHU JUL !5 19?5 

' ' 

(ufwd.,J ''•- •w•o-04< 
*'~"9-'•""i"'a .... 6 

iiNinu:.r...: .. ,;...,... 
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~ . CLA~SIFIED MES:AGE 

. A·Nn RETAIN PRESIDENT DIEt1 IS 1~AIYE .. SINCE: UNDER THESE CmWITIO~·lS DIE~! 

PROBABLY. 1:/0ULD NOT COOPERATE vliTH THE PERPETRATO~S OF THOSE ACTSe 
3oFriCIAL 

Cci~' AGREES WITH THI~ VIEW IN DISCUSSIONS WITH HIM !~MEDIATELY 

PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE). -. -, 
tB. WHILE IT IS BY NO MEANS CERTAIN THAT BIG MINH HAS TH£ WILL 

AND ABILITY TO CARR~ OUT THE PLANS HE OUTLI~ED TO CONEIN, HE PROBABLY 

FEELS HE EITHER HAS TO P.CT OR SE:E THE INITIATIVE PASS TO THE HI'\NDS OF . . 

JUNIOR OF.FJ.I:ERS '.:!HOSE .EFFORTS \:JOULD PROBABLY BE ABORTIVE. 
\ - v. ·-- • 

. ·---. .. . . . . . . ~ . 
C. THE:.-.~~~F.:.Iil..v.OLAJfO.:'J·--~~-~F--tTi.E-·BONZE IN ·sAI CON' TODAY ~lAY 

I . 
-- -··-·-- ····-·. 

BE THE BEGU~NING OF' A CAt,iPAIGN OF ADDITIONAL SUICIDES t~ND CIVIL 

DISOBEDIENCE WHICH WILL DEEPEN THE CRISIS HERE. 
OFFICIAL Is 

4 .. I HAVE FULLY IN cHND CIA I ADi,lONITIONS NOT R?T NOT TO 

Er•l f;r,:<K m~ THIS TYPE OF ACTIVITY tHTHOUT I NSTRUCTI o:~s FRG:ti THE HIGHEST 

. LEVEL. THUS, EACH REC Ol-Ji.1ENDATI ON AND C m1:~:: NT . IS PREDICATED UPQt~ [1Y 

RECFiPT OF INSTRUCTIONS FROM HQS. 
\ 

. . 
. 5. FOR THE RECO::<D, I HAVE cmlSIDERADLE CONFIDENCE THt\T. CONEIN 

CAN .~nL Y CARRY OUT h1HATEVER :.:.._.·.=-~-=----~ROLE IN THIS fiFFAIR THAT HQS 

~·1A Y DIRECT. 

T 0 P S E C R E T 
. .... -. ...,.~ ... -····-- .. -..--... - ... 

C/S Comment: *Minh told' Conein he must know American Govt. po::>ition '.dth 
resp~c:":· to a change in the GVN within the very near future._ 1v1inh outlined three 

·possible plans for the accornplishmez:t of ~he ch~nge •.. 

JUL i 5 i::l75 

. ·-
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CLASSIFIED tv·:ESSAGE -COLB ,------ -------~* 
.__..-;; 

l·i • (\ J !:c.: ~r;::;-: .. 
y 

o nwr:x I ~---·· 1:.r : C/FE s E c R E T I . (.__-..:._ ____ 
<T : 0 NO INDEX 2 

FILE NO. - .. 
'-Ti: 6 OCT 196 3 [] FilE IN CS ., 

3 : 

"I 

! _.: t· -···- ·-·--. ~ 
' 'I 

_Ojj~i ~-~. ~----~-:~=-~--.:·· ~ 
-

t-: ' 
" . ) : SAIGON 

_..,"""_ r-
';!.,~ c:J : 7 ....,_ r 

i I '· .· 

. 
tOM: D!RE<;:J~ 

ONF~ 
. 

' 
r-- -----c., r- :-:.-;- .. 1.-- --·-­

F-ER.~~-1-_,:V \. .. ;_:_:'it - or: 
·'"'· e , .. _...? 

r.: 
rFo :--- DC I , 0 /DC I , DDP, RF 1 VR (7--

JIJTINE 

·' 

PRIORITY SAIG INFO Cl rE O!R 
.:-_:; _:t~l •-.),:"· ~~ • } ~ 
,':[ - ·'-' _j -.,; -' 1 

RYBAT 

* 
RE SAIG 1447 (In 33965)~ 

~ 
GUIDANCE ON SAIG 1445 (IN 33921) NILL CO:--lE IN SEPA!-t1\TF. 

OFFICIAL 
MESSAGE. t·1E.i\NWHILE, HO'i/EVER, CIA F DIRECTS THAT YOU \'!ITHiJiV.'.-1 

OFFICIAL'S 
RECO~l_l..fENDATION TO AMBASSADOR REF PARA 2 l3 UNDER CIA I I~·iS'J.'i::;..;cT.tC:--:s, 

AS l'JE CANNOT BE IN POSITION ACTIVELY CONDONING SUCH COURSE 0? 

ACTION AND Tl-lEREl3Y ENGAGING OUR RES PONS I 3 I LITY Ti-IEf\EFO!~A 

END OF MESSAGE 

C/S CGr<!~liNT: *TOP SECRET. 

/ 
I , . 

...... ~.,...:._,'-. 

. _, 
I ·--. 

t . .,. . 
; \ : ... 

!'"'. '·. 

' ' );'~ ~:< 

'lj' ~ .:.: 11_975 ,]l l .. «)l . 

. ·"" . ft L ~ ~~ 

I ; 

COORVIriATIIIG OffiCf.R~ r--f..--;;,;,~,--\--··1 

'~'~"' s E c R E T ~ [I7:C..~<L'_I 
REPRODUCTION GY OTHER TH;\N Tr!~ !SSUI,';G c:·r-:CE 1', !'.'···.; :.:):1 
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21 I 51 

D . t DIRECTOR 31 I 61 

ROM a SAIGON 

.CTlON a C/FE _?. 
.. 

I -~ • 

·.v:o a Del, D/CCl, DDP, RF,. VR. 

·-
.. · ). -

....... . .... 
. -:- ;.· 

· S E C R E T 07 05 4 7Z t :' 7 i'f.,_ I""'' ,: ; 1"'1 A ,... " c ; I·• j ·~.) ••• 'i L . . ,, 
.: -~ ......... £;f '-' -. 0 . 

?P. IOR IT Y DIrt CITE SA IG 14 63 
. ' 

.. RYflAT 

P.Er: 
- . l ._.- .- ~ : . ' . 

;,,_.;_ .... 

*' DIR 73661 · 

,'. "' .. · • II 

.. 

.· ....... -. 
-- ·· ....... _ 

.. . ·._.·· .. 

• I . r· t - ": .# . ,.'\ . ; -. .. · ·c-

.... 
. ... ·. 

::.Y :: .~'AcriON TAKEN ·AS DIREcTED 'INREF'. IN ADDITIOlJ, SH!CE 
'i/i>~:. '·· .... · ·: •.:.•.· .. ··: ,.,f'l 
·-;"·:o_~~' ,TRUE HEART ~.t7A ~ .'iL SO FRESE ~rr: WHEN ORIGINAL FH:tm!r·!E~JD AT ION as 
·. ;. •·: ·; . . .. .OFFICIAL'S 
·:_-.:M!lt,E, SPECIFIC UITHDRAWAL OF REC0!'1MENDAT!ON AT CIA I INSfRUCTION 

<.:~· .. ll~~·k_ ~LSO CONVEYED TO TRUEHE.~RT~ A~A-SSADOR LODGs>::or1MENTED TW~.T ~;'* 
·:t-.0:' SH"PES 9RE~1~ s OPINION .. l\i· REFLEcTED IN ·~~iAIG '1:448. {!/1/.J.r/<J ~-0 

~. ::~: .! .. •' . ,, ' , : . •' ' ···:-;~~: ·. ••. ' • . .,. I:- .• '•' ~ ·,-. , • to 

... . • - .. . .. · ~ ·-: . . l . . . : ... "_·_ .... ' ~- ·. .. . . 

. ,S~ ~:. C R E T · -. - · ... :,~·;;: , . ·: · ' ·· -

--~:~-~::·:~:;y~:··.:~::_: ·.: ~<~?~~,--· ~~~i:~~a;~ . .-_·;;~-~·.:'·~-~:~::~~-~:·• ~- .:_~--~-:----.: ,~-: --~~-~ ..... 
~-. G fS' COMMENT:.* CIA 1 dl:::'ect~d .. ·~hai COS • wi~'hd::-aw the Jr·.eco-.rnn;::;:..:.~_;:;,·(;:l..::·.:.\ 
. -· tO- ~the-- A mbaS s.adO:r. . ... - . ·-:~-- ··~-_:_~ ;. -.~-"- . ·_ ~.: -_ .. · ~~ -_ .. :. 

··_:;C.~~· ... <_:-;-·~ .·':..: --:: .:**·Ar;ibasscido:::' Lodge ::::-ei:'o~~e~ced.· ~~a~ C~nein -;-J7G.·:::::t. ::1~x\: ;'lp:n!'u<=j-:h.eri 
. · h.y: Minh ass1i::.·~ him ot"S:at US ·.wii: ·no·i;:- a'~·~·em.pt. io · ~;~::..;;;~2.::-t his. plans~. ~t~'1~1: ~~'2:::.:=: t:c-~~ 
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