This document is made available through the declassification efforts
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of:

The@BIaCioVatlt

The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world. The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages
released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com


http://www.theblackvault.com

176-10036-10046

JFK ASSASSINATION SYSTEM
IDENTIFICATION FORM

o asmm oo

AGENCY :
: 176-10036-10046

RECORD SERIES :
AGENCY FILE NUMBER :

RECORD NUMBER

NARA

National Security Files

ORIGINATOR
: Madrid

TO :
TITLE :
: 7/22/1963

FROM

DATE

PAGES :
'SUBIECTS :
DOCUMENT TYPE :
CLASSIFICATION :
RESTRICTIONS :
CURRENT STATUS :
¢ 9/10/2000
OPENING CRITERIA :
COMMENTS :

DATE OF LAST REVIEW

Embassy Madrid

DOS
Ajrgram .

3

National Security Files, Box 44: Cuba Cables, 7/16/63-7/31/63. Box 1



e@p_‘{ V - . DEPARTMENT OF STATE 0/(/ 50 ) (/l [{@'”;
o -.‘. r) . g ‘7‘.:‘ B o B i

L i I hcnien _ FoR &M USE ONLY

- ARA EU!ﬂ FE ' . ’ L . . . . . . ..

WER [ <o -.';*“ o ﬁA-é"Z: : : G S mm,:u.t'NE_.l_'f"'.?_,‘_‘_ré'" - .
1S t0 . Déparment ofiState i R 9»«»/

Dcwngraded at 3=year- intervals. "

.'Declass:.fied 12 years a.fter
L , .
o é? te of origm :
! ?/bﬂ o7 "‘"*L"'*fs Dismaurvo.\: T 8
P OFS B o2 HCH 2o
i 7 :’ ) ._i - L e, / A
, .

;_AGR CoOM | PRB .

_ FROM' : Amemha.ssy MARID _.DATt_:;'July 22’ 1965 L

MY ¢ LAB .| Tar

! PR A | sueseet s cuben Cultural counselor in V:lenna. Defecta to Spe.in

{ .¥m EMB | AIR

CARMY | Cta | NAVY

/61 5T udo

e e e 2 P&ret, cultural Counselor of - the cu‘ban Legatxon in e
J 5 N | 3" Vienna, who defected to Spain, visited the Embassy July 17 and was . e
- received by and the reporting officer. Th.rough N

' -'”:538’ Lwﬂh—’m bad already received a report on & Spa.nish .

police 1nterrog-a.t1cn of Menendez, held & few days earller. .

_ Manendez related that he had held lus job in V:.enna. since Novem’ber :
'_.f ; 1961 and that he had left on account of ideological incompatiblhty with
;" |* the Castro regime. He gave as the reason for his late defection, the fact
| that he was trying to convince his wife to accompany him;.she refused and,
' a8 i’ar as he knows, is Stlll in \T:Lenna and w:.ll return to Cuba.o o

A.ccording to Menendez, there remain three offlcers in the Cﬁban

N N ’Legatlon in Viéenna, all of them thoroughly convinced communists. .
HELDMng - .2|! Charge d'Affaires Amado PALENQUE, a Communist theorist, was sent frum
F’ORR‘?H ;"":Eavana to replace Fernando GAINZA, who also defected to-Spain (See: - : .
(I)I}l&soﬂ @;.u-gram A-520T”£’3£rs. Pelenque is also accredited %o:the. Ausixian Gove*m=
EAYSEN 7 .. :j._"‘unent, and has the title of Third Secretary. The third officer iz Roberto-
KILDUFF <. | BEHAR, First Secreta.ry of legation, a forceful man of little education. -

KLEIN & - :-',' ,Menendez considers Mrs. Palengque very clever .and thinks she really runs
OMER L | - the office.- ‘Described as security-conscious, Mrs. Palenque has the keys
' - - to the eafe, handles all classified correspondence, and is not above .
:SAUNDERS listening in on- telephone - conversetions made through ‘the Lega.t:.on switch-
SCHLESINGE _;;j-;‘hoa.rd. o She is in charge of the two-key safeo o e T
MITH T
'_EVIESNEE. me anly other Cu'ban Government unployee residing in V:.enna is Inls
L el -.'Orlando RODRIGUEZ, ,Guban Ambassador to the Ltomic Energy Commissions .

lﬁenandez, interestingly enough, described Rodriguez :Ln tcrma simila.r to
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those used by GAINZA during his interview with Embassy off;cera. Both of them
thought that Rodriguez was a decent fellow -and-an-anti=éémmnist. However, he’ ‘
was in 111 health and had a wife and a number of children, which made it difficult
* for him to break with the Castro regime. Menendez expressed the opinion that .
. Rodriguez was saving some money to be prepared for the day when he receives
;7 orders to return to Havana, at which time he would most likely disregard his
7. instruction and. remein outs:uie of Cuba. His nfe 1s outspokenly anti-comnnmmtlco

_ Henendez descrlbed ‘the Legat:.on as not be:.ng emctly a hotbed of actlvity.
P Chores are minor and involve mainly contact with other bloc diplomatic repre-
.. .- dentatives and increasingly closer contact with the Austrian Communist Party. .
: ~_,_While under Gainza's regime locals were hired by the Legatzon, now they are ta.ker. .
: '*ox':! only upon recommendation by the Anstnan CP. : :

: KOPIENIG, FISCHER and other Austna.n Connnuniat leaders were frequent vmitors
'_to the Cuban legation, Menendez said, as was an Austrien newspaperman by the name
-of ‘Bruno FREY, who had lived some time in Mexico., Menendez believed that Frey
"wes on the Cuban payroll, furnishing political information on the Austrian scene.
Frey's dau@ter, ‘Elizabeth, was employed by the Legation as a receptlonist.

) “Formerly, the Legation employed a Peruvian by the name of Dr. José CALDERGN a

,}h _‘.-,,translator. Calderon, however, stauchly ant:L-communlstic and a good Catholic,
Vi1 55 ¢ Wae fired. ‘He was replaced by a lady with the first name of DCRA, recommended by -
‘;‘,,. P ‘the Austrian CP, Another Austrian woman, whose name Menendez did not recall, -
iy d@gsists her part time. The Palengues live in the same building in which the ._
I8 legation is . located; on erdner Hauptstrasse No. 47, at on a different floor.
., -Behar. lives nearby. s SRl e : '
P" r’D?"‘ﬁ""H

Menendez descrlbed his own work as maguflcant, a.nd said he wae ma.mly

, concemed with the monthly mailing of 2000 copies of a cultural magazine, which
v was. edited in Havana but translated into German by the Leg'-\tion. Additional copies
. " were given out by the legation to visitors. Moreover, he attended cultural
-t functions and lecturad in Austirian institutes of higher learning on Cuba., Ee elag
"'.assleted in the recent drive of the Cuban Covernment for the hiring of foreigm
ftechnlcia.ns -and ‘interviewed Austrian technicians interested in working in Cuba, -
;He -set: the munber of those jinterviewed at six. Menendez claimed not to have had
’;access to. ¢lassified mformation end said that Mrs. Palenque, who controlled the
_aafe was_so careful ,’chat he was not able to take eny papers out when he defected.
He’ claimed to have had no knowledge of the intelligence and communications work =
5.effected by the Legation, although he said he was sure that they had no radio -
‘equipment, Pouches were delivered weekly to the Czech Embassy in Vienna for .'
transmittal to Prague and onward to Havena, A4 Cuban diplomtic courier came once
8 month on a. meg through the Enropea.n capitals. .', e e e e

L -‘:There was only one Cuban student in Austria. He was mnd GARC]’A Santamaria,
-‘atudy'lng in Graz. In. Menendez'- opinion, Garcia was disillus;oned w;th Gaatro A
and 'would probably not return to Cuba.. L WO . S =
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e A visitor frequently seen in the Legation was nommcunz (fnu), 8 Spa.nish exile,
T j.i-who was active in the World Peace Organization, Menendez recalled elso that
© " during-the .la.'st few months, he had seen three Americens at the Legation. One wWas &8
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student, whon he charac ..enzed as a beatnik type who came w1th a girl, who
_ probably was also an Americen,inquiring about the possibility of obtaining a visa
for Cuba. The second man, whose name he believed to have been Robert GOUD, came
five or six times in June. He was also interested. in going to Cuba. He thought
. that Mr. Good was about 30 years old. Finally, about eight months ago a -~ . '
.- Mr. PORTER called at the Legation. Mr. Porter, who returned. to the Tegation in-
" June, claimed to be an ex-serviceman; to have been in the US Army and to have _
participated in the Normandy landings. -Porter described himself as a student of '
history and sociology at the Un:.vers:xty of Vienna and asked for magazines a.nd
: books about present de.y Cuba.. . : , o T TR,
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Ce Menendez was relucta.nt to tell anythmg about his trainmg for his job,

.o and claimed to have been-instructed briefly in the Foreign Office by RUIZ DE VELASCO
- " on cultural affairs. He alleged that he received his position through a passing
acquaintance with Cuba's present Ambassador to Bolivia Ro‘berto AJA, whom he )

”'”é,uhefriended aurinc the Batista regimeev_

S Comment- From Menendez' story a.nd the Spa.msh police report it appears that

B his motivation for defection was only in part-if at all-connected with his

. ideologica.l Qpposition to Castro. At the Legatiom, working as a recept:.onist- -

© typist was & Spanish girl, Matilde HERRERA, and it seems that Menendez got
emotionally involved with her, end when he received orders to return jhe abandoned
his wife and son and followed her to Spain, where she hzd gone & few days before

- him. It would &ppear that Menendez had a moré active part in the operatlon of the

-, legation than he edmits, and at least in the times of Geinza had access to’ .

e 'clagsified material, This he plays down, because his stay in Spain depends om hin
S ability ‘to convince the Spanish authorities that he had never been a Commmist sud

- that. he is only a small fish., Additional debriefing on some mtelligence pomts

fm.ll be conducted through CAS channels«, L

, Livingston Do Watrous 7 ,'
“Counselor of Embessy . -
or.. Politica.l Affairs






