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. .. . .· ... : .... · .. · \ ·:.::< .... ·.:-:>\· .. :-.. ;'f.··~·,;··.,<>: ... :.::.::~· . ·:>:,;.:~'-~-~ 
. . Aldo·· Z Puet., CUl turaJ. Counselor· of ·the· Cuban. Legation iD -~ -. · · _-

Vienna; ·wh~ defected to · sited the Embassy JUly 17 and ~s.. · ... 
. receiv~d_:_by_ and. the reporting· officer .... Thro~gh : .. :. c __JtneEiiiba.ssyhad already received' a report on a:· Spanish .. 
p_olice interrogation of Menendez, held.-a few days _earlier ... : · · 

.... -.:~',. ,. _·::._ -~~~n-de~---~el~t~d ·thB.~ ·he' b.ad h~lci. hi~· job ... in vie~·-shl~~ Noie~b~r · .. · ·. 
·' .'_,_· .... ;-, ·.:. 1961 and that· he· bad left. on account of ideological incompatibilit:r· with 

· · · · \:':f.he Castro ·regime. He gave. as the reason for .his late defectiorr,· the fact 
~='I· . ··.·:··.that, 'he Was trying to convince his wife to accompS,ny him;. she. refused··andt 
:BASE ·. . . ·· as_~-~-· as· -he __ kri~w"s._ -~~ still. in Vienna _and will return to _Cuba..·; · 

liNGEMAM .. · · . :·. :According._: to Menende~, ·there remain three of£icers··.in_<the Cuban. 
dtniGAN: .. :· -· ·tegation·· in ViEmria, all of them thoroughly convinced communists., 
~E~~:.:'Aia- _·. .- : _·c~ge d'Affaires Ama~o PA.I.ENQUE, a Communist theorist, was sent. i1•om 
~OR· ~H . < ·'.;· >. ··:. Jb~.· to -_:rep Fernando_ GAmZA, who .also -~~fee ted. to .-SJ>a.in ·~See: . · :. . . 
~~~;SON· . .-.: ... -J..ir~ A~520 _a. P.elenque is ~lso accredJ.ted to··the.-Aus~ Govez~.,_ .. 
tAYSEJif · :·' ... ;_·: :·:_:·_ment,-. and ll&s the. title of Th~~ Secretary._ The third ~fficer. ia Robert~·· 
KILDUFF : · ...... · :BEHA.R,-·_J'irst Secf.etal7 of LegatJ.on, a forceful ~ ~f h.ttlG _education~ .. 
. ],{LEIN ·: ·.· :'·· ·.· ._:,.· ;Men~~dez co.nsiders ~~·- Pa.lenque very clever .and thinks she really. l'WlS ·· 
KOMER· . ·: the. of'f'ice.: ·Desc~ib~d as security-conscious, .. M;ra. h.lenque has the _keys 
:Mtu«n 1. · ...,. ·to the safe, handles ·all classified. correspondence, and is not _abo!,S 
_SAUNDERS .· ·.·. ··listening :in on telephone·conversa.tJ.ona made through ·the -Legat::~.on switch-
SCl:ILES.IN~EB: ... ·.'.;_b~e_·.··~e is ~ cha~~ -?f the·_two-key_ safe·~- .. . ··. 
'iVilTH. ,.. . · ·' · 

~:~~lESN~ll!. _- ~: .. · :. ·.··::·,··::-~···emit other .Cuban Gove~ent. emPio;e~--r~~id:ill8. ~vi~~- i~--htis · 

,;~-r~4t~~~-' --~~~~~=~~n:~~~~~~ _· 
.. ... ·.L~~-.- """· . :··I·.··.:.<·:·-: -:.·· .. · .. >·.·::·-:::-::·.·,.:·.:.: .. '.'. ·.·.-· .... ·,~ .: . .'.:: >J 
. · .. ·- •,. 
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1f-{,:Lr?:t&c£utf . . . 
those used by GAINZA during his intervi'ew -with ·:Embassy officE!rs. Both of them 
tb.c:lu8ht that ~odriguez was a -decent .. -feliow··-and:-·an:~atl'ti~oiilin.Unist.. However, .he·· 
was in -111 heal. th and· had a wife and a· number of children, which ~de it di.fficul t 
for him to break with the Castro regi.Die. ·Menendez expressed .the opinion .tha.t .·. 
Rodriguez was saving some money to be prepared for the day when he receives· 

:·orders to return to Havana, at which· time··.-··he would most likely disregard his · 
· · : in~t:ruct~on and. remain. _outside. of Cuba. His ~e .is outspokenly ~ti-comiiii.i.nistic. 

. ;;: . . . I 
. . ·, . .-. . . ·.· . . ., . '• 

Menendez described 'the Legation a.s not being exact~y. a hotbecl of activity. 
i Chorea are minor and involve mainly ·contact with other bloc .diplomatic. repre-
:·. ... .. . sentativea and increasingly closer contact with the )~ustrian Communist Party. 
· · _'· ... ~.! .. under Gainza• s regime locals were hired by the Legation;. now they are taker.: 
.. ::··.,.·::on.'Oil:ly "'-POD recommendation b:7 the Austrian CP. · . . .·. ·. . .:· ... · · · · ... <_:· · :. 
r .::.·;,:_~,:::·_~;~ -·.- ... . . ... :. .. ... . . .. . . .· . . .·:. : . .. :_·'--~·:_~-"~:- :.:.··. <:·_.:_. :;.: .. : .. : '.: .. · 
::-; -~i ·:·,-~·-·: · ·:. · .. KCI.PLENIG,- 'FISCHER and other Austrian Communist leaders were frequent visitors 

.;· .. · ··:· "·. to the Cuban Legation, Menendez said, as was an Austrian newspaperman by the· name 
_l-: · .. -.:.·Of ·Bruno FREY,. ·who ·had lived sO!lie time in Mexico. :Menendez believed tbe.t Fre;r 
~; .. --~ · ,;:· .. i·was on the· Cuban payroll, furnishing political information on the Austrian scene. 

, .•. ". ·.J.· . 
·:t· '· :.; •.. :··r··'~ Frey' a dauebter, 'El'izabeth, was employed by the Legation as a receptionist. . . 
; I !::;·;:~;::j't"'Foi:merly, ·the Lega.t~on _employed a Peruvj.an by the name ·of Dr. Jose c.AJJ)ER6N as 
i :< 1},i;,:_i: ... ~14~alato_r-= .. , Calder,on, however,. stauchl~ anti-co~uniatic and a ·good Catholic, 
H;.:f';~i'~~n1;..!aa fired •. · He was replaced by a lady nth the fust name of DORA, recommended by 
D/ ~'--~ 1 1.11". the Austrian CPo ._!nother Austr~an woman, whose name Menendez did. not recall, · 
;·:r;ti.:;·_';?f';. iata her part time. The Pa.lenques live in the same building in which the . 
• I.' : .. ·ns .. ti_on is .located, on Wiedner Hauptatra.sse No. 47, but on a different· floor ... · 
B,J::!:ar; .· :· B~bar.-l,tves neaJ:bY •.· .... ·. . . .. . , . ·. ... . .. ::_': . · ·; · .. .. . .· .... ::-... 
•. .,. '!.A·r." ,.," ...... -~ . , . . ·. 
r~.·r.~o.~.ll': -=~i'lt-r -·r.u. .. . . .. . . -· ·... . . . . . .· 
: · · · ·. .. Menendez (lescribed his QWn work as insignificant, and said he was mainly 
! •' ·. concemed with the' monthly mailing of 2000 copies of 'a. cultural .. maga.zins, whi.ch 

was: edited in Havana but translated into German by the Leg9.tion. Additional copies 
:·. · .. ··.were giv~n· out by the. Legation to visitors. Moreover, he attended ·cultural 
: ·.-:: ··.· .. _:functions and .. lectui.-Ei·d in, Austrian institutes of higher learning on Cuba,. He a.lao. 
~- · :::·.:·._--·,.assisted in: the .recent ·drive of the Cuban Governmen-t for the hiring of -foreign 
:_· .·;··; _ _.:;/·::tecmiicie.na ·:and· ·mte.rviewed Austrian technicians .interested ·in .working ln CUba •. · 
~ ·;t·:~~·::'::.~\jre ~set: the m.UnbE:i'r of those ·interviewed ·at six. :Menendez claim'ed n·ot .to hav~ r.a.d 
:'::::··; . .-,'··>':)·access .to. c:Hasaified info:rri:lation. and said that Mrs. Palenque.9 who controlled the 
f':).~;;(;.):' .. iB.B.fe.was .. so careful,tha'!: he was not able to ~e any papers 'out when he defected·o 
!~''.~_1-=.-"'':·.::· .. _~He.-cla:ilned to b.Rve had no knowledge of the ;ntelligence and commu.nicationa work · 

:._,:::).:j,;.:;~':.tittf'ected by-the Legation, ·a1 though he said he wa.s sure that they bad no radio · 
: ! ,):}·'~-·:-,.,·. equipmen_t~'. · Pouches ·were: delivered ·weelay to the Czech Embassy in V!enna for . 
; ·. · · .. ·transmittal to Prague and onward· tq Havana. A Cuban _diplomatic courier came once 

. r·.·::;_._':::.( ~.:: a·:··m~nth:_;:~·;a ·.SW~~: t~Ough:.~~--Ew:~p~~ capi~-~:e: . ·:.: • .·· ·,· .. ·:.,:. > >_,· ·:. . .. : . ,. •' .· ... ·. . .· 
· .·· ··. . : ,·Tliere.Wa.s only one ·eul;le.n student .in Austria.· He wa.s·lBvid GARCIA: Santamaria, 

· .·.F~-:.:--':·.~·etu~ ·m Graz. In. MenendezL· .opinion,: Garcia waa_.diaillusioned with Castro ., . 
;.;:.;\::~}:.~:·~-.would' probably ... not retUrn ·.to Cuba.- ... ·:_·,: .. ; ,-::·:: .·'·\ ... ,·~. .-·: .. ·:· :·.: ::.· ... 

. -~{:~_::·:·::·:f:=_)<', ,,_}?~:<:~~·~ t~; ·t~qu~~tJ:i ·s~en·· in the Le~tion· .. Wa.s · DO~GUEZ. (~~u), ~ ··s~i~ exile, 
·· >·::.who was actiw in. the World Peace Organization~ :Menendez recalled also that 

· ·during· the last few. months, h~ bad seen three Americans at the L9ga.tion .. Ox:.e was a 
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student, whom he characterized as a beatnik t,ype who came with a girl, who . 
. probably was also ~ ~erican,~nquiring about the possibility of obtaining a visa 

for Cuba. The second man, whose name he believed to have been Robert GOOD#: came 
five· or ·aix t~es. in. June. Be was also interested. in going :to Cuba. Be thought 
that ·Mr. Good was about 30 years old. Finally, about eight .months ago a · . 
Mr. PORI'ER called· at the Legation. Mr • .Porter, who retu.-nGd, to the 'Legation in· 

· ' June_, claimed to be· an ex-service~; . to have been ·in · the 1lS Army and to ha.ve 
participated in the Normandy landiJ:lgs. .Porter !!~scribed him.self as a· student of 

·history and sociology ·at the University of V;i.enna. and ·asked for. magazines and. :.-· 
'lio?ke about present day_ cUba •. · · · · :,;. ).·.:::··._.. · ·. · .. · ... · ·: ··.·· . ·: . 

. · . . ...... ". . '. ~: , . 
. ·• .. ···. -:.·. ··:.·- . 

. Menendez ·~a reluctant ·to tell· anything about his tra.infn.i. for· hie j~b, . . 
and claimed. to have 1,1een ·instrUcted briefly in the Foreign Office_ by RUIZ DE VELASCO 

··· ·· on cultural ·affairs. Be alleged tba t he received his position. through a passing 
acquaintance ·with Cuba's present Ambassador to Bo~ivia Roberto A.JA,.whom.he 
befriended durii!i··-.the Batista. regime. ·., .. . ·· · · ' -. 
. . . . •. ' ' .... : ·'. . .... ; ':- -;. ~ . .. : .... 

··- • .. ·.;. -·· . . 

· · ·::_·_·_::.'. ·· ... : -COm.ment: From Menendez' story and the. Spanish police report ·it appears that 
,.,. ,. · his motivation for defection was only in part-if at a.:l.l-oonnected with his 

ideological ·i?.Pposi tion · to Castro. At· t:Qe. Legation~: working a~ a receptionist~ · · 
typist. was a Spanish girl, Matilde HERRERA, and it a·eems· that Menendez got . 
emotionally involved with her, and when·he·received or4er~ to return,he abandoned 
his wife and son and-followed her ·to Spain, where she had gone~ few days before 
hi11a~ It would appear ·that. Menendez had a more active part iil the operation of the 

· . .--=· :-;··Lega.tion._than he _admits, ,and at least in the time~ of Gainza bad. access to _" .. 
. :-:·: .,_.·;,:·cl~ssified material. ~is he plays down, ·because his stay in Spain depends on hia 

ability ·to convince the Spanish authorities that he .had .-never been a Communist Sl4•i 
that .. h~ ie· only a·_smail fish. ·Additional debrief~ on som~ intelligence points 

t .... _.: :,_ · · .~will. be· conduc~d thro1.:1g~· CAS channels.. · . ., ;. · · ·· ,.: · .. ~ · ·.,. ;.· .. <: .:c:,-:·_:;·.-. . . 
.. ·, ·-. • .· ..... ~ :. ·•. . •.. . -~..... . :· ·. : ...... ···::. :.. ,• ... · ..• ··:· . : •• . :. ~· .·· ·. .:._:.:.; ·.~_._;:~:r::..: ... 
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·. ·· _.,·_. - .. · .. , ·. -.:··Livingston Do Watrous. 
· · · · .· · · . ..- · ·-Counselor· of Embassy .· . 

· .. ·., · ' · · _., .... :.'·<tor .. .Political . .Affairs·.> 
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