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- December 1, 1961

" STATUS REPORT |

- For ease in readlng we. are not repeatlng the points in Deptel 619
underlined: in the last- report° However, the following paragraphs are .

: responsne° '

1. Ambassador Noltlng reports he. has app01ntment w1th Ddem at 3: 30 pomoilﬂ;ff.ﬁ"

'Salgon time December 1 (3 30 ao.m. EST December l) (Salgon's 735)

"-'2._ Viet-Nam language press criticlsm is. tapering offa November 30 .:a:
articles generally in. philosophical vein with no- mention US “conditlons“ on :

| 'iv:faid or- "capitalist 1mperiallsm°-. (Salgon's 731 and 736)

- "' substantivels

ﬁ{,Embassy Salgon reports prqplems w1th UK M1381ono, Contrary USoUK

IITﬁE'agreements 0N, prccedure, Thumpson submitted plan to- Diem without prior

consultation with-US, without real effort determine thrust ocur counter-et&"

'“:insurgency;plans, and without llmatzng it to 1nte111gence and- eivil aspects° R
: Y5t Thompson Plan (which Thuan said-Diem accepted)- strikés blow atff
.;h"‘quS eIforts get Diem- delegate authority to, Fleld Command -which byhpassed in:

B Thompson command_echeme ‘and-gives. prlorlty to. Delta when MAAG would like -

rth of Sa1gon°. Diem's’ acceptance Thompson recommendatlons'

'expressed his frustratlon Hith the new US proposals to CAS on
_Qompared ‘Taylor Mission to Marshall China Missionj: reiterated
tﬁgoo “people hard. to. flnd to whom authority can be delegated,n

r.fi;deplored fanfare of Staley program and- fallure aid- to materlallze, said-
. .“difficulties ‘with- Cablnet which wonld have resulted had he'shown them the ORI
. new US’ proposals, expressed frustratlon ‘at deallng with Us press representa— L

_5ji;t1ves. However, he g01ng ‘ahead w1th extra flnanclal expend:tures, and would
: r{establash prov1nciel counclle._ (TDCS 3/h9h h03) o N

ST After ‘many Indian delaying ploys, Canadlans succeeded getting IndianT;ﬂ, o
-j'agreement refer GVN letters .on subvers1on to ICC. legal commlttee w1th time :'g'f L
1-'limit° (Salgon's 732) o : . PSR

L 6 The'Prlme Minlster of New Zealand, Mr. KEIth Holyoake, uu announclngfrls
oA giftﬂofiov : %
';s='Viet-Nmm, sald

;f"The future of South V1et Nam and 1ts brave people 1s of

be’ prompted by attitude toward current Us- proposals° (Salgenos 737)'-:?;_..

deep/ RNV
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fdeep concern to New Zealandn Anything we can do to help them, not only in

their present plight but also in pressing on w:.th economic development and -

.ralszng thelr llving standards; is in our. own 1nterests as well as theirso

; 7 The Prxme Mlnister of. Australia, Mr° R. G° Menzies, has 1nformed
the ‘Secretary that "I have put under immediate study" your proposals for

.- -actioh to help South Viet-Nam counter Viet- ~Cong insurgency. In general, .
" they seem admirably adapted to ‘meeting a very. difficult s:.t.uat.lono I anm

- also having examined the possibility of Australia increasing its assistancef-

- %o Viet-Nam and hope’ to be able to make a dec131on on thls after the
elections next m.ontho a.., , . L . Ta

- e View1ng w1th "profound concern the deterloratlng 81tuatien" 1n SVNef..
“jForeign Secretary Serrano ‘of the Phllipplnes reportedly said, ®".,.we are’ -

"3t111 studying in what form and manner the Fhillppines could chip in. For ,4.;57. .
* .the moment we are not thlnklng of mllitary or economic: matters. There is

-~ theé p0851b111ty of send;ng nurses and doctorsooo_ The Embassy reports:that
K "ﬂdesplte -apparently lack ‘of: 1mmedlate ‘response to Us’ course of -action 1n ‘
" SWN, Serrano appeared pleaaed at Ambassador Hickerson's outline ef US
-~.ﬁfdeclslons¢ : . .

AR

‘,;.:"10 A status report of military actlons 1s attached.

' El;ﬂile A status report of 1nte111gence actlcns is attached e

L9, WHITE PAPER Prlnted anq,ls belng pouched tcday to all. interested-'..
-_-,J;posts With insEFEctIons 16" enbargo releage pending further instructionojfﬁ'
7"ijalance of*scenarlo depends upon Diem respense to’ Nolting : :






