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RePoRr No. ·roes-3/547 ,6r2 

IUIIBJECT . PL~H,S .f,QR ~.,COUP ~·' E.TA T (N .. CENTRAL DAT!: DISTR; . 1 C "'A 'I 1963 
v,,I'E;.TNA.f!C .. B.Y THE_ REr"QFhfED VNCHID 

PRECEDENCE RO'J! I NE: 

DATE OF 
fNFO. E~RLY.·.MA'f:1963 
PLACE I 
DATI. JJ::Q. V U:.T~A.pot,i,· · ~A.I .. GO~ ( l3 toeA. 'I' l96J) 
.~.: : -~·-.. · : . . ~ FIELD REPORT NO. F' V S 

. ·THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION. SOURCE GRADINGS ARE· DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL CIF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. 

APPRA.J.SA.l:·· i.T. Is. PR08A8L Y ·TRUE TH,U ."T.HE. VNQDD IS B£ I NG P.V'"OF.ME:Ci:: I.TS ·c:·.4.PAII:\I L I HES 
. . .. ·· :.tN:·CENTRkL·.vl.tn4AM ·c.AH.NoT-.Bt .. J,UOGEC. 

) 

1 ~ ... ·.-§~G:RT:~y AfTE~. THE 8 MAY 1963· INCIDENT IN HUt:~ ·NQVrEN VAN 
. ~ .·· .... -- : . ; 

Luc-"-RECti'/ED A PLAN FOR A couP o'·ETAT IN ,CEN1'Rf-\L.- ·v.IE.TI~;(~;~· FRON THE 
-.- • • • • • • • <. • •• • •• • ... . .. . .. 

"CENTRAL c6MM 1 trEE oF THE cE:NTRAL v 1 ETNAM , THOA ·r ·>r.-Ac PHON(l TRAo· 
: ; . _· ; . : . ;· .. ·· . . :· . .. ~ . . . . . . . . ... . " _:. : ~ .. . . : . 

(TXF,T:)~~ CdMMENT •• · T~PT COES NOT TRANSLATE.MEAN1NGFULLY 
. .. .. . . . . . . . . 

1.N10 ENGL J·,SI;, . ' . . 
tHOAT HAS THE CONNOTATION Of GOII'-IQ OUT IN.'MIND AND 
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s~.J R ri"l XAG. MEAN~ BODY., 1 • E ~., PHYS 1 cALL Y J PHONG TRAO Mr:ANS MOVEMENT 

1,::,us! .. rHE. MoYEMEr,rr o; ·M.INo,. sP J R,;., AND eoo~ ·M '·C:iHr sE oNr.~ rRANSLAr 1 oN; .... 
A .BEtT-ER oN; WOLJ~J) BE VNQpD.) THE TXPT HAS Bt:f.N DEV~L.OF· lf•l(~ SINCE 

. . V·l E· . QIJOC. ·PAN. DANG ' D) VI ETNAMUt NA'r I ONAL 13i r Y) . 
-1_956. 'f.R~M 'TM.. . : · ." ·p~~T·J CU Y THOSE ELf::M~NTS I·N en Al. VI ETNAf~, 
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THE VNQDD·STRONGHOLD. "THE TXPT~ ALTHOUGH COMPOSED ENTIRELY OF FORMER 

VNQDD MEMBERS, WAS ESTABLISHED ESSENT I.Lill.Y ~.S l\ BUDmi i ST ASSOCI AT I 01·~ 

AND HAS BEEN LEGALLY ENGAGED IN CIVIC AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES SINCE 

ITS FORMATION .. CLANDESTINE POLITICAL ORG.:\~.;!ZA"i'iOi·! !i·~\S PI~CC!~TDfD 
. . . 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEVELOPING NE.:\nJ, YOU!'-JGlR U:: . .&.DfJ~S, t.!\I[J OF DLHi I t·JG 

THE OLDER PASSIVE TENETS OF BUDDHISM AS ~JELL /•.S "!"HL OU.JLR Lf.:ADERS 

?F THE VNQDD, THE UL T I·MAT'r INTENT Bf:.: I f·lG _;-.., R~::\/1 T.t..L I Zt::D RF\/O!...UT l OtJA.RY 
... 

SPIRIT. (FIELD COMMENT. LUC IS THE F"AT:-1ER .b.l\ID ACCOM;::;L I Ct.: OF NGUYt:I'J 

.,,. 

ON 27 FEBRUARY 1962.) 

2. THE TXPT CENTRAL COMMITTEE REM! NDED UJC TH/\T THt~ ORGP.Jll-

·zAT I ON WAS IN A POSIT I ON TO HANDLE ,t\ COUP t\C T I 01'! IN CENTRAL '-/I ETNAM 

. EFFECTI~tLY, ·POINT)NG OUT THAT THOSE MILITARY lJNITS NOT CONTROLLED 
:II .·• ·: . .. · . . . . . 

: COULD BE NEUTRAL I ZED AND THAT THE A I R B.A..SE .AT D.!-. t-t<\rs,; COULD BE 
r~!· r · . . · · 
~ . . . . - ~ 

THE COMMIT(FT STATED TH;'\T, JI.FTER .CONTROLLED THROUGH THE AIR FORCE. 

:. :;,,: ~THE ANT 1-BUDDH I ST ACTIONS _OF THE GOVERNt"'lE:NT, "ii-lf. P~~OPLE \JERE READY 

r ... FOR AN UP.RISING. BY TAKING NGO DINH CAN .4ND ARCHBISHOF NGO DINH 
·' ... . 

THUC INTO CUSTODY AND BY GAINING MILITARY CrnJTROL OVER THUA THIEN 

AND QUANG'NAM PROVINCES, SUCCESS COULD BE ASSURED IN CENTRAL VIETNAM. 

TH IS ~OULD PLACE THE TXPT IN A POS I T I ON OF USING PRES I Dt.J.;T DIEM 1 S 

TACTI~S OF NEGOTIATIONS AGAINST HIM, I.E., HAVING GAINED CONTROL 
-: .. . 

. ' 
OV~R ''CENTRAL V 1·1 ETNAM , . THEY WOULD OFFER TO NEGOTIATE ~,q TH DIEM 
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AND , AT THE- SAME TIME, THEY WOULD BE· 'MOUNT I ~-JG A COUP AGAINST THE 

REGIME tN -SAIGON; WHICH _WOULD TAKE PLACE NO l.ATEH THAN THREE DAYS 

AFTER .THE·· ·ONE IN CENTRAL VI ETNAM. 

3. LUC SENT A TRUSTEO.FOL~OWER, ONE VIET, TO.SAIGON TO DISCUSS 

THE PLAN WITH AN OPPOSI-TIONIST SYMPATHIZER AND GE:T HIS VIEWPOINT. 

VIET WAS.ADVISED TO TELL LUC THAT ANY SUCH ,ll.CTIOI~ WAS PRECIPITATE 

AND DANGEROUS. ALTHOUGH i"T WAS PROBABLY TRUE THAT THE FORMER VNQDD 
,. 

MEMBERS ·IN . CENTRAL VI ETNAM HAD THE POWER CLAIMED, A COUP THERE, 

/" WITHOUT SIMULTANEOUS ACT"ION IN SAIGON, WOULD LEAVE A VACUUM WHICH 

THE VIET CONG (VC) COULD IMMEDIATELY USE. TO THEIR 0\·JN ADVANTAGE. 
. . 

VC REACT I ON. PROBABLY WOULD TAKE THE FORM OF GAIN I ~JG CONTROL OF ALL 

AREAS·Nbt EFFECTIVELY CONTROLLED BY THE COUP GROUP.., WITH THE· 

ULT.I MATE' POSS I B J L I TY Of PART IlION I NG CENTRA.L VIETNAM, OF BEING IN A 

POSIT I-ON TO FORM A REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT, AND FINALLY, OF BEING 

ABLE TO CALL fOR NEGOTIATIONS:THEMSELVESo ACCORDING TO VIET, THIS . . . . . 

FOLLOWED LUC'S THINKING, PARTICULARLY BECAUSE HIS FOLLOWERS WERE NOT 

IN A POSIT I ON. :TO ACT IN THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE COUNTRY. VIET 

THOUGHT THAT .LUC WOULD INSTRVCT THE TXPT CENTRAL COMMITTEE IN. 

CENTRAL VIETNAM TO TAKE NO ACTION AT THIS TIME.9 AND THAT LUC'S 

ADVICE WOULD BE ACCEPTED. 
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