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© This mmaterlel contalns lnformation offecting the MNetionat Defensa of: the United Stetes within the meaning of the - Eipt fensge Laws, mlo i8, USC hu; .
.19 and 194, the trensmission or nnuhon of -hu:h in eny meansr 10 en wnavihonted perton I3 Brohibited by law.
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COUNTRY ' SOUTH - VIETNAM | REPORT NO. * TDCS-3/547,672

SUBJECT . PLANS FOR A.COUP. D'ETAT IN. CENTRAL " DATEDISTR. 18 wmav 1963
VAETNAM BY THE REFORMED VNQOD _ :
~ PRECEDENCE  ROUT INE

DATE OF o REFERECES | CIN Yy
INFO. EARLY-MAY: 1963 : - HT01

;t:rgsua:o vIETNAM, SALGON (13 MAY. 1963)

Vol ~ FIELD REPORT NO. rvs 8959 . i
- THIS 158 UNEVALUATED INFORMATION. SOURCE GRADINGS ARE-DEFINITIVE., APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE, i

SOURCE

_ARP,RA.!_,SA!.,_ - 4T. 1S PROBABLY TRUE. THAT 'THE .VNQDD 1S BEING REFORMEDS ITS 'C-.A,F_’AEHL ITIES
R} -CENTRkL'~_V-[.ETNAM ‘CANNOT.. BE .JUDGED.

w— a .)
f. SHORTLY AFTER THE 8 MAY 1963 INCIDENT IM HUL, Nu‘YEN VAN

-Luc RECEIVED A PLAN FOR A coup D'ETAT IN CENTR*L vnvwmw  FROM THE
'CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE CENTRAL ViETNAM THOAT. xac PHON: TRAO o e
(TXPT) COMMENT.. TXPT DOES NOT TRAhSLATL MCAN1NuFULLY
sNTo ENGL!SH. THOAT HAS THE CONNGTATION OF @oIMa OUT INMIND AND
SPIRIT; XAC MEANS BODY,1.E,, PHYSICALLY, PHONG TRAO MEANS MOVFMENT

. THUS, THE MOYEMENT OF ‘MIND,. SPIRIT, AND BODY MIGHT BE ONE TRANSLATJON,?

" A BETTER ONE WOULD BE VN@DD,) = THE TXPT HAS BEEN DEVELOPINMA SIMC €

Y ETNAY, QUOG .pAN. DANO [A"r?fv'?’ THESE ELEMATIS N LML viETNAM,
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THE VNQDD STRONbHOLD " THE TXPT hLTdOUGH COMJODru tNTIRLLY OF FORMER

.VNQDD MEMBERS WAS ESTABLISHtD ESSENIIALLY AS A BUDDMIST ASSOCIATION
'AND HAS‘BEEN LEGALLY ENuAGED IN CIVIL AND SOCIAL ACTIVITIES SINCE

ITS FORMATION CLANDESTINE POLITICAL ORG‘LI7AIIUH 1i4S PRCCLEDED
FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEVELOPINu NEW, TOUNGER LEADERS, AND OF DERY 11G
THE OLDER PASSIVE TENETS OF BUDDHISM AS WELL 45 ¥HL OLOER LEADERS
OF THE VNQDD, THE ULTIMAIE INTENT BLING A :JII 5 172D REVOLUT | ONARY
SPIRIT (FIELD COMMENT LuC 1S THE FATHER AND ACCOMPLICE OF NGUYEH
VAN CU, ONE OF THE TWO PILOTw WHO SOMRED T RS IUELTIAL DAL
ON 27 FEBRUARY 1962.)

2. THE TXPT CENTRAL COMMITTEE REMINDED LUC THAT THE ORGAMI-

E ZATION WAS IN A POSITION TO HANDLE A COUF ACTION IH C IIRAL VIETHAM
;_HgFFECIIVELY,'POINIING OUT THAT THOSE MILITARY UMITS HOT CONTROLLED

r,cdep BE NEQIRALIZED AND THAT THE AIR BASE A% DA HANG COULD BE

" CONTROLLED THROUGH THE AIR FORCE. THE COMMITTEE STATED THAT, AFTER
" THE ANT | -BUDDH ST ACTIONS .OF THE GOVERNMENT, THE PEOPLE WERE READY

;ﬁfFOR AN UPRISING. BY TAKING NGO DINH CAN AMD ARCHBISHO! NGO DINH

THUC INTO CUSTODY AND BY GAINING MILITARY COKTROL OVER THUA THILH

) AND QUANG " NAM PROVINCES, SUCCESS COULD BE ASSURED IN CENTRAL VIETNAM.

THIS WOULD PLACE THE T)PT IN A POSITION OF USING FPRESIDERT DIEM!S

| :TACTICQ OF NEGOTIATIONS AGAINST HIM, I.E., HAVING GAINED CONTROL

OVER CENTRAL VIIETNAM . THEY.WOULD OFFER TO NEGOTIATE WITH DIEM
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AND AT THE SAME TlME THEY WOULD BE-MOUNTTT COUP AGA!NST THE
REG!ME IN SA1GON, WHICH WOULD TAKE PLACE NO LATER THAN THREE DAYS
AFTER THE ONE IN CENTRAL VlETNAM
3. Luc SENT A TRUSTED FOLLOWER, ONE VIET , TO SAIGON To Dnscuss
THE PLAN WITH AN OPPOSITIONIST SYMPATHIZER AND PET HIS VIEWPOINT.
VTET WAS ADVISED TO TELL LUC THAT ANY SUCH ACTION WAS PRECIPITATE
AND hANGERéQS.. ALTHbGGH IT WAS ERbBABLY TRUE THAT THE FbRMER VNQDD
.' MEMBERS TNLCENTRAL quTNAM HAD THE PowéR CLAIMED, A COQP THERL,
| quHQoT STMOLTANEOQS ACTTbN IN sATGbN, waLD LEAVE A VACUUM WH I CH
THE VIE%‘CQNG (vec) GbULb TMMEDIATELY USE'Tb THE:R OWN ADVANTAGE.
vC REACTIbN'PRbéASLY onLD TAkE THE FbRM bF GAINING chTROL OF ALL
AREAS NOT EFFECTIVELY CONTROLLED BY THE COUP GROUP, WITH THE:

' ULTIMATE POSS!BILITY OF PART!TIONING CENTRAL VILTNAM, OF BEING IN A
PGSITLON TO FORM A REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT, AND FINALLY, OF BE!NG
ABLE TO CALL FOR NEGOTIATIONS. THEMSELVES ACCORDING TO VIET, THIS
FOLLOWED LUC'S THINKING, PARTICULARLY BECAUSE HIS FOLLOWERS WERE NOT
IN A POSIT]ON:TQ ACT IN THE SQUTHERN PART OF THE COUNTRY. VIET

| THougHT THAT'LUC WOULD INSTRUCT THE TXPT CENTRAL COMMITTEE IN.
CENTRAL VIETNAM TO TAKE NO ACTION AT THIS TIME, AND THAT LUC'S
ADVICE WOULD BE ACCEPTED.
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