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.·' In this situ~tion feeling here is that .lt i.Ei'>es·sentiat that centr~- negoUatto!lS. . .., .. 

should· be conducted. clirectly W:ith Diem ~d;~:~t .you ·Sh.oUld proceed<to ·a:.:first 
•. " . . ., . . 

.meeting ~as soon as in yo~ judgment you thmk: U des~b~e.. B.argai_n ~th ~u ·:would 

only confirm his .. ascendancy9 :We should~ incllnedt6· press fo~ e~ilest ~¢h meeU:Jlg. 
. . . 

. ·.:.(JiarlQns shoUld resume his· routine mUita.rY eon~ts:, ... ~d, foiloW.l.J:lg your ta.i:k 'wi.th 

Diem, should resume freqUezit contf;lcts with ~hu.ap-and Diem_ on militarY matt;e-rs .. to 

·get .on··wi;th ·wa,.r •. ) ·,) 
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:~mphasize to Diem that P.reside:pt h,as. exprefi~eci· J:rls views :~c·$.11Se .. Q~ his. c6n~·e:r.n 

for the: ~~cess .. oi ·the :wlU" :e_ffq:rt and his·· hope· ~t -the .qvN: ·will reco~. ·i:h~. need 

. for· changes in _t;heir pe>licy ·~ imp:rove~e~ in. tb,eir .gov~rnment. 
., 

. . 
· · · · · ... Subject to t;hese ~PeC?ifie co:zpme~ts, .the follo:wing is guida.n~e for your:fir$t 

.. conversation ·with Diem • . ··, . " ... " . . . . 

:· ·.:_.:(~} Gene, rat .. j?osture.:. ·VJ,e ·Will conth.lri.e. :to ·,~art publicly :~~ priv~te~Y.: uS. 
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peopie inside Viet-Nam: ·a.,nd. the ·world • 

.. (b) First .MeeUng wiiili-Diem: You shouicl_make pomts Deptel-294-re common 

· interests in_ defeating Viet Cong; difficulty for US Government in maintaining support 

·of AmeriCan people in -f4.ce· daijy jl;lXtaposltiori::us .casu~.Ues ·anc,i .aid:.with ·-repress.iv~ 

measures; :~d com:mon- problem., ·under Uroe urgency, of ·working -out ~et of GYN 

policies ~d ·actions thi;lt. will make continued support possible. 
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AdditioruU -~J;>ecific~r·-are: release of -.re~am.m9'. students and bonzes, . 

. including satisfactory guarantees·:sa.fe.ty.of three. bonzes now in US Embassy; 

·l"emova.l of pr~ss censorship;· ·restoration of ·d~~ged pagod~ by the. GV~; repeal ~?f. · · 

· · Decree -10; :and honest negotiation between ·.GV'$f '•d true Buddhist leadership on :·. · · · 

·outsta.nding ·iSsues. ·.You may ·~sure Diem tl:lat if he· takes ·appropriate· .ac·tlon~ UsG 
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. Wi;li ·ctd;·.;~Jil in Us power· \o .im:prove public .opinion of GVN in the :tJS. 
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