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CENT~AL INTElliGENCe AGENCY 
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ZUBJECT• SITUATION APPRAISAL AfS OF 5 OCTOBER 1963 DATE OISTR. 

PRECEDENCE ROU'l'INE 
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6':,-i~~Q. VIETNJI.M, SAIGON ( 5 OCTOBER 1963) 

APPRAISAl CQ}.tr.lffi:NTARY FIELD REPORT NO. 

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION. SOURCE GRAOit-!GS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAl,. OF:CONTE~T IS lENTATIVE. 

souRCE STAFF OFFICERS .OF .THIS ORGANIZATION. '' ··· 

=-

1. THIS IS A F~ APPRAISAL OF ~ CURRENT SITUA....m:rDN. );T, IS ·NOT AN. 

OFFICIAL JUDGEMENT 'II{ THIS AGENCY OR ANY COMPOl'l]N T. I~ REPRESEfNif's·: :TmJ, . . . - ·:"~~ 

OBSERVATIONS AND INTERPRETATIONS OF ·STAFF OFFICERS BASED ON INFORMAT10l't'"AVA!LAELE. 

TO THEM AT THE TIME OF ITS PREPARATION. PREPARED FOR .~"TERNAL· .. US]i:: ·~.A GUim TO 

THE O~~IONAL ENVIRONMENT,' THIS. COMMENTARY IS DISSE:MJ;NMED: IN ·.THE :BELIEF THAT··~ 
., . . ··- ·. 

IT. MAY BE USEFUL TO Ol'HE.R AGENCIES IN ASSESSING THE SIT"Jfl4'~0N · F<m • .TBJ!:lR OWN 

PURPOSES. 

THE MOST STRI..XING FEATORE Of T~ !N'!ELLIGENCE REfORTS FOR TEE· ~UX,::rC ... op 

29 SEP'mMBER-5 OCTOBER 1963 HAS BEEN A GRE~~ DEPl'H OF REPORTlNG ON cqUP. . · 
. . . 

PLO'ITING, PROVIDING INFORMATION IN C,~SIDE~ DETAIL AS TO TEE ~ONALITIES 

INVOLVED AND THEIR ALLO'.ITED ROLES. ~TILL LACKING, HOWEVER, IS SOw-n I~\?0Rl'dl.TION 

AS TO THE COHESIVENESS OF VJI.RiotJS GROUPS REPORTED READY TO LAUNCE A CC'G"F 
. / ·. 

C-O .. N-F-I.-D-E-1~-T-I-A·L 

·--·-----.---.. -----·---. ·. . - . . ~- .. ~-.. . ... 
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THE EXTENT TO WHICH THEY ENJOY FIRM .LEA.DERSHIP. AT THE TOP OF THE , ICEBERG. OF WHICH. 
· ... 

WE ARE STILL .GETriNG ONLY TANGENTIAJ.J~GLTI·ITSES .. 

3. THE GENERALS ~ILE ARE NOW PRESSING PRESIDENT NGO D;I:NH DmM FOR A ·. · 

REPLY TO THE DEMANDS MADE SEVERAL WEEKS AGO DURING THE HEIGHT OF '!!BE ·MARTI.AL ... 

LAW PHASE. AS DESCRIBED BY GENERAL TRAN VAN DON, THE. LIST OF DEMANDS ARE· .QUIT.Er · 

EXTENSIVE, INCLUDING THE ASSIGNMENT OF MILITARY MEW; TO TEE P9STS OF f>ilNIST.ER~· ·:.:,, 

OF DEFENSE, INTERIOR, CIVIC ACTION AND EDUCATION. THEY ALSO ASKED FOR CON~OL :. ; .··. · 

·oF:···THE SAIGON/CHOLON POLICE AND. THE PLACEMENT Olf THE .. CAP.I~ RE.QION tffli]ER A 
... . . " 

... .. 

.PERMANENT MILITAAY GOVERNORSHIP. DON SAYS 'fRAT HE AND HIS FE~.OW: <;tENERAL. OFFICERS' 
.·.··· 

DO NOT EXPECT DIEM TO ACCEDE TO THIS PACKAGE OF PROPOSALS, ··ACCEPTAN.CE ·.OF·WHICH.'.' · . .. . . . . '. . . . . . . 

woULD INDEED AMOUNT TO A VIRTUAL BPRRENDER oN. THE ·PART oF pmM AND. NGO DINH NHU. ·. · , : .. 

THE LATTER WILL PROBABLY GO PART WAY,-. HOWEVER,. IN .MEETING ~· DESIRES:,.OF THE. . . . . . . " . . .. .. . 

~ ~ . . ' .. 
. . :.• 

MILITARY IN AN EFFORT TO DETER THE LATlER FROM· A.TTEMPTING. AN_EARLY· COUP:~ THEIR.:. 
. . 

TACTIC IS LIKELY TO BE ONE OF SEEKI.NG TO. E~SH THE c;E:NJ!:RALS: IN .~~CONSUMING ··: : . 

NEGOTIATIONS RELATED To ·THE PRosPECTivE .REVAMPING·. Oli' THE .GOVERNMENT wF.H·.A Vl:EI(· .. ·.· 

· TOWARD GAINING TIME IN WHICH TO MONIT9R AND . BREAK UP ANY COUP COMBINATION WHICH .... · 

MAY BE IEVELOPING. · THE ourcoM1!: OF MANEUVERING. BE: TWEEN DIEM AND NHU AND ;TEE. · . 
I . 

· MILITARY DURING THE ·COMING FEW WEEKs, OR . POSSIBLY EVEN DAYS, IS LIKELY TO BE 

OF .DECISIVE IMPORTANCE TO FTJ.I'URE C<:;lURSE OF EVENTS IN SOUTH VIETNAM .•. 

4. DESPITE THE ':i:MPRiSSION OF THE .. RETuRN TO NORMALITY TF.AT IS BEING FOSTERED 

BY TEE REGIME, TaE ATMOSPHERE _IN· SAIGON CONTINUES TO BE FERVAIED ·To A CONSIDERABLE . ' . . . . . ' 

. \ : 
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SEARCHES OF PRIVA'lE HOMES BY .THE SECURITY ~ORCES. 

. 5. _THERE ARE SCATIERED. INDICATIONS THAT THE GOVERNME~ ,OF VIETNAM (GVN) IS 
. . . . . . ~ . : ' . . ·: . .. ' " . . . .. . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . . -. . .:. .. ·. .. . . 

PLANNING TO SPRING SOME SURPRISES, ON. THE .. 26 .OCTOBER .NATIONAL DAY CELE:BRATIONS--. 
• '• , 0 ' • ' ·; 

0 
• ,: ,··,: : I;. '',•. '•: • '

0

0 
• -: 

0 
• 0 : '," 

0 
I I ,; • •;, , •:: -, ;{" ~ '• l:j ~ .~, '•' ... o•,: •,'~j,,~ : ',1,,j• ;\"-.,IJ:~ • .l. 

NmJ, .. ·FOR EXAMPLE, IS. REPOR'lED TO HAVE .TOLD. THE GENERALS THAT IN A .FEW WEEKS HE. 
. . . . ·. . . . ·.. · .. •, ....... -.. · .. 

. WOULD ~RTAKE .AN .UNSPECIFIED ACTION OF ECONOMIC .AND SOCIAL ~ _ ~qH .NEITHER 

"THE WEALTHY NOR. THE .AMERICANS. WOULD LIKE •. "-. WE ALSO HAVE A REPORT ·THAT SWEEPING· . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. ..:· ·.· . 

CHANGED:.: IN THE POLICE .AND CIVIL IN'mLLIGENCE COMPLEX WILL--.OCCUR. .. MORE FRIVOLOUS . . . ' . . . : .. · ·: . .. . . . . 

. BUT .PERHAP.S SUGGEST:ryE ·.OF THE :Q!:S!RE BY THE REGIME T~. E./}~ .T~ _ _::qt}RRENT ATMOSPHERE 

IN SAIGON ARE THE. RUMORS THAT THE BAN ON DANCING WILL-.·BE LIFTED. ,'NATIONAL:..-DAY-· 
: • • - • • • • , • • ' : ·' , • • • • • . •. • ~ • • .· ) •• • : ; ;,. • • I' "• " • • • • 

WOULD.;J36 THE L~ICAL .TIME FOR DIEM TO ANNOUNCE._REVAMP:~~ OF~:J!IS .. .-GQVE~.l.'r,r, .. P~:WVIIEI 
.· .. ·. •' ' . . . . .. . . . . .... :· .. . ......... _ .... 

THIS IlEL~CATE. OPERATION C.AN BE .COMPLE!IED IN .T~.. ·:: : .... ,·. ·.-. -.. . :,. ·,,:.: . _ 

6. A STRIKING. THING .ABOUT THE .. ELECTIONS WAS .TEE· FACT THAT. -THEY. WENT-· OW :. . .. . : . . : .. ·... . " . . . . .. ··. .·.·. ... . . . ... .. · 

VIRTUALLY · WITHQUT. INCIJ;lENT, ~I~. IN SA.IGO~ OR IN TilE COUNTRYSIDE •. , · .~ !:lAP. 
• • • . • •. '• • ..·. • •••• lh •• • •·• • ....... • - •• ••• • •••••• 

mEN _SEVERA,L .. INDICATIONS. THAT THE VIET. CONG (vc) I~ND!!!D p;p3R~ION: .-AS A .. CQ.'Iv!PAN!ON 
. . . . . . . ·. . . . . . .· . . : ·: . : . . . . . . . . ·.· . . . . . " . " . ~- ... 

TACTIC TO THEIR .PROPAGANDA CALL .FOR TBE·.BOYCorlT OF' THE ELECTIONS. N.EIT~R DURING 
. . . . . : . . . • . ... · ' ' ; . . .i . ··. . : ~ : ... . ' . . . . . .. .. . • .· . ... . . •• 

THE ELECTIONS, N~ DURING THE ·PRECEDING. BUDDHIS-T CRISIS, DID THE· CQMMUNIS'rS -~ 
. . . . . . . ..- .. . . - .· . . . . . '.· .... ·.- . 

ABLE TO CAPITALI2'J!l ON THEIR IMMED:I,A.'lE·.: OPPORTt)Nl'nES •. E.SPEICIALLY LACKING .W~_ .. TBE 
.·... .'. . . . . :. ·. , . . . . . . • • • . . ·. I " .. . ... ,· ,1 • • • • • 

EXERCISE. OF _THEIR MUCH YAUN'IED .Cfl.?A:J?IL;ITIES FOR .'l!E.RRORISM, -RAII3ING SOME .·QUE.STION 
· . ··· .. · ··. ·· ·. · · .. ·· · · · · . · · · wA.S· ·· · ·· · 

IN OUR MINDS.AS TO. WHETHER vc ABILITY. TO UsE TERRORISM IN CITIES/ AS GREAT AS WE 
. : .. . ·. ;. ·.· ·· .. :'· .. · .. ·. . . . . :· . .·' 

HAD ~~ ~-. TO ._.~LIEVE. . IT, W~ -~T¥A:LL): p.1POSSIBLE TQ MEASURE THE SV<J9ES9 ~OF 

THE VC BOYCarT APPEAL . .SINCE THE GVN IN MANY--AREAS MORE. OR LESS FORCED THE· ELECTO~ . . .. ~-: " : .. .: . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . . . . ·. ; . . .: -: . ·. . . . . . : ... . . 

TO .VOTE AND IN AREAS .WHERE -ITS CONTROL WAS :.Nor THAT. STRONG, THE REGlME .. ALMOST ... 
. . : , . 

. CERTAINLY FALSIFIED' THE PERCENTAGES OF TfiE Vdn!:.". ·-: . · 
· . . ClASSIFICATION'- DISSEMINATION CONTROLS 

1 
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.7. ONE INDICATION OF THE RE~IME: 'S l.J,'ICREASED CONFIDENCE THAT .. J.t·. ~;r:T~:: 

~ITtJATION .UNDER' CONTROL IS THE FACT THAT COLONEF.TUNG HAS RELEASED TW0..99~ANIES 

OF SPECIAL FORCES .. TROOPS FOR OPERATIONS AGAINST THE VC. 

8. ALTHOUGH MOMENTARILY QUIESCENT BECAUSE oi THE HEAvY GVl'f·SEOURI~ .Q9N'rRO~, 
·. . . . . ~ . ' . . . 

THE STUDENTS CONTINUE THEIR ORGANIZATIONAL. ACTIVITIES AND ARE DEVE10PING. PLANS· f9R 

FURTHER ACTION AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. THERE APPEARS TO BE CONSIDERABLE DIVISION . . 

OF OPINION AMONG THE VARIOUS STUDENT GROUPS,. SOME OF WHICH EXISTED PRIOR TO· :THE ·. 

BUDDHIST. CRISIS AND SOME HAVE SINCE EMERGEp. REPORTING RECEIVED TO .DATE WOULD. .... :'::., .... 
. . 

INDICA'IE THAT ~ VC 'HAVE NOI' YET MAlE .SIGNIFICANT INROADS .INTO TljE S~NT MOVE-

MENT, ALTHOUGH THIS IS OF COURSE AN INCREASING. POSSIBILITY IF- RELATIONS, :aETWEEN 
. . . . . .·.·. ·.. . ... .. . . 

THE STUDENTS AND THE GVN LONG ~MAIN IN THEIR PRESENT UNSATISFACTORY STATE. IN 

PARTICULAR, WE HAVE LITI'LE EVIDE~CE TO SUPPORT THE THESIS THAT THE .STUDENTS.~ .. -.. · . 
. · ~· TO ... · . . , , · ... : . , .. · ... , . . : .... 

FLEEING/THE COUNTRYSIDE TO JOIN THE VO, ALTEOUGH SO~ REPORTEDLY DID ~AvE . SAJ:GON 

AND HUE TO AVOID ARREST DURING THE PERIOD OF THE GOVERNMENT CRACKDOWN. · ..... -'.·· · · , 0 
0 

0 
a 't ~~J. 'o ~ ' < 

0 

9. A REPORT FROM . ROVIDE).S ADDITIONAL:· .. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON THE ·NHU-MANELI ~TING IN EARLY SEPTEMBER AND ON. THE ... 
. . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . : . . . " . :: . . . . . ". . :_ . . . . 

GENERAL ·SUBJECT OF POSSIBLE GVN-DRV RAPPROCHE:t1ENT. ACCQRDING TO INFORMATION 

REcEivED BY. THE SOURCE FROM~ FRENC~ .E;MBAs~ OFFicER, HO CHI M:i:rm HAD,)\T. ONE T~ 

!NDICAiED W A FQlMIDl FRENCH lil;j>i1E~~ 'i:il, NORTH VIETNAM ~S rii~®RJlGEMEN~·, 
OVER CASUALTIES SUSTAINED IN THE W.A.R IN THE ·soUTH, HIS DISTASTE FOR. TEE . CHINESE ·: · 

NO FOREIGN D~SSEM/NO DISSEM· ABROAD/BACKGROUND ·USE ONLY/ i,:·~, 
CONTROLLED DISSEM · · . . ·.-.':' .. , . 

........ 
\. 
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ACCORDING TO TEE FRENCH, . LEAKED IT TO J0SEPH AI,SOP, . THUS BETRAYING TEE c·ONFIIENTJ;J\.L 
. . 

FRENCH CONVERSATION WITH HO. TEE FRENCH ALLEGEDLY FEE.L THIS. PUT'rL_ __ ___,~IrN .AN 

UN'IENABLE POSITION; HENCE·, HIS FAILURE TO RETURN TO SAIGON. IT IS DIFFICUI.ir TO 

BELIEVE THAT THE FRENCH REALLY CONSIDER :NRU'S ~~INDISCRETION" AS SERIOUS, AS THEY LET : 
. . 

ON •. SOURCE CLAIMS, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT MANELI TOLD NHU PRRCTICALLY THE SAME STORY 

ABOUT HO'S PREOCCUPATIONS. 

10. FIELD DISSE.M •. STATE (AMBASSADOR,' OCM), USMACV (HARKINS),· CINCPAC, PACFLT, 

PACAF, ARPAC. 
. . 

' . 
·.END OF MESSAGE 
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