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. . SUBJECT . PHAM NGOC THAO Is COUP GROUP Is STRATEGY; 
HIS OPINION OF THE ARMY GENERALS; AND, 
HIS BELIEF TH.A!r NGO DI.NH NHU COMPARES 
WELL WITH COMMUNISTS 

DATE OISTR. _23 SEPTEMBER 1963 . 

DATE Of 
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PLACE & 
DATE ACQ. VIETN.AM1 SAIGON (13 sEPTEMBER 1963) 

. PRAM NGOC THAO' S . GROUP PROBABLY IS PLANNING A COUP D'ETAT AGAINST TEE DIEM REGIME, 
BUT WEETHER OR NOR THEY EVER ACHIEVE THE RIGHT COMBINATION OF UNITS TO TAKE ACTION 
CANNOT BE ASSESSED. THAO'S·.OPINION OF Tffi!l ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM GENERALS 
IS PROBABLY ACCUR.A.TE . IN. CERTAIN INSTANCES. THAO Is JUDGMENT1.l10F. NGO DI.NH. NHU Is 
PERSONALITY AND CHARACTER IS POSSIBLY. ACCUR.A!l.E SINCE THAO IS A FORMER VIETN.AMBSE 
. COMMUNIST.· 

1. SUMMARY. LIEU'mNANT COLONEL PRAM NGOC THA01 SPECIAL INVESTIGMOR OF 
I· 

STRATEGIC ~TS FOR THE PRESIDENCY, SAID ON 13 SEPmMBER 1963 THAT TEE COuP 

D 'ET~ PLANNING OF HIS GROUP IS PROGRESSING WELL1 BUT THAT IT WILt NOT TAKE ACTION 

UNriL IT IS REM)ONAJ:?LY CERTAIN OF SUCCESS. ~HAO MAINT~NED. THAT TEE SOUTH 

VlETNA.tt!ESE GENERALS ARE UNDEPENDABLE AS TEE:! ARE AFRAID OF LOSING THEm PRIVILEGED 
I 

POSITIONS. HE ALSO CLAIMED THAT .NGO DINH NHU WAS SJJ.1ILAR TO A COMMUNIST AS NHU · 

IS ALSO DEVIOUS 1 . DISRESPECTFqL OF· LEGALITY 1 · AND WILL DO ANYTHING TO. FURTHER HIS 

OWN GOALS~. 
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. 2. . COLONEL THAO SAID THAT THE .C.OUP ·D'ETAT GROUP TO WHICH .HE BELONGS IS 

PLANNING CAREFULLY· AND MOVING CAUTIOUSLY ~OWARD A. COUP SINOE THEY WISH TO BE 

REASONABLY CERTAIN OF SUCqESS. BE STATED.~ THE GROUP WILL TAKE ACTION WHEN 

THE RIGHT· COMBINATION OF UNITS ·rs ACHIEVED. . BE CLAIMED . THAT THE MOIEMENT , OF 
. . 

'MILITARY UNITS TO SUPPORT AN ATT.EMP:I!ED COUP .WAS GOING 'FAIRLY WELL ·AND THAT TEE 

GROUP WAS NOW TRYING TO OBTAIN .THE ·SUPPORT OF THE ARMORED UNITS IN SAIGON 1 . WHICH . 

WOULD MAKE A SUCCESSFUL·. COUP MUCH EASIER TO ATT,AIN AND WOULD OAt}SE .LESS BLOODSHED. 

3. THAO REMARKED THAT ·THE DEP ~TURE ·OF .. mAN. KIM TUYEN, . FORMER DIRECTOR OF 

THE PRESIDENTIAL SECURITY SERVICE, FROM SOUTH VIETNAM·-Wn.L .;pROBABLY HAVE AN 

ADVERSE EFFECT ON THE TUYEN GROUP COUP D'ETAT FLANNING, BUT MIGHT .PROVE BENEFICIAL 

TO THAO' S GROUP AS NGO DINH NHlJ MIGHT RELAX IN .THE KNOWLEDGE THAT ONE OF THE 

GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM'S MOST DANGEROUS ENEMIES IS OUT OF THE W.AY. 

4. THAO MAINTAINED Tfu\T. THE GENERALS .OF THE ARMY OF. THE .REPUBLiC OF VIETNAM 

ARE UNDEPENDABLE; THEY CLAIM -THAT THEY ·ARE AWAITING A. POSITIVE ~ICATION THAT THE 

NGO FAMILY .IS PLACING PRESERVATION .. OF ~IR .OWN PERSONAL fOWER.ABOVE THAT OF .. THE 

COUNmY, AND/OR :POSITIVE PROOF THAT NHU IS 'DEALING 'WITH ·THE 'DEMOCRATiq REPUBLIC OF 

VIETNAM. THAO REMARKED THAT TBESE. ARE MERELY 'EXCUSES ·AND THAT THE ~NER.Ai.s .ARE 

AFRAID OF LOSING PRIVILEGED ~OSITIONS. 

$. . .THAO REMARKED TB:Nr; IN .HIS OPINION, NHU MIGHT THINK THAT ·BE CAN MAKE A 

DEAL .WITH THE COMMUNISTS AND END UP BY TRICKING THEM. THAO CLAIMIID, HOWEVER~· THAT 

IF NRU ACTU.I\LLY BELIEV:ES SUCH .A TiliNG, HE IS VERY .MUCH. MISTAKEN. -THAO STATED THAT 
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NHU COMPARED WELL .WITH HIGH-RANKING COMMUNISTS, BUT THAT IlE ·MAKES UNILATERAL 

~CI9IONS WHILE THE COMMUNISTS MAKE DECIS!ONS ONLY AFTER DISCUSSI~NS, .THUS 

PRECLUDING Slj:RIOUS ERRO~. THAO. -~~D TllJ\T, · WEEN -SPEAKING .-WITH NHU, HE .liAS ·OFTEN 
. . :":- . . ~ . . . . . 

FELT .THAT IlE WAS ·~?PEAKING WITH A .COMMUNIST SINCE NHU IS ·ALSO DE;VIOUS, -DISRESPECT-· 

FUL OF.lEG.AI.ITY~ AND WILL DO ANYTHING 'TO FURTHER HIS .QWN GOA;LS • 

. 6. THAO C.OMMENTED THAT- NHU RECENTLY TOLD THAI LANG. NGHIEM, A CLOSE FRIEND 

OF NHU, THAT EE .WAS GOING TO DO SOMETHING SOON THAT WOULD BE VERY. SURPRISING~ 

BUT THAT 'IT WAS TOO EARLY TO DIVUI..GE WHAT ·EE HAS IN MIND. .THAO HAD NO IDEA.WHAT 

NHU HAD IN ·MIND, BUT SPECULATED THAT IT MIGHI' BE SOMETHING TO ·no WITH NORTH 

VIETNAM. 

7. FIELD . DISSEM. :STA-TE USMACV . CLlllCPAC .ARP AC P ACAF PACFLT • 
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