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{COUNTRY  SOUTH: VIETNAM . . ReroRTNO. TDCSDE-3/656,793
SUBJECT INVOLVEMENT OF THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF THEDATE DISTR. 23 SEFTEMEER 1963

: EIGHTH REGIMENT, FIFT4 INFANTRY DIVISION, I

DANG DUC KEOI' COUF LU'ETAT PLAN PRECEDENCE ROUTIWE
DATE OF 22 SEFTEMBER 1953 AND AS STATED © REFERENCES ‘ -~ IN
INFO. :
PLACEE . VIETNAM, SAIGON (22 SEPTEMEER 1963)
DATE ACQ. :
APPRAISAL SEE BELOW FIELD REPORT NO.
[ THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION. SOURCE GRADINGS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.
SOURCE | |

APPR  IT IS VERY POSSIBELE THAT MAJOR TU HAS BEEN INVOLVED IN COUP D'ETAT PLANNING WITH
DANG DUC KHOI, BUT WHETHER THE GROUP WILL EVER EE ACTIVATED CANNCT BE ASSESSED.
TU'S STATEMENT THAT THE COUP WILL EEGIN WITH THE REVOLT OF HALF OF THE
PRESIDENTIAL GUARD, AS WELL AS PART OF THE AIRBORNE, IS UNUSUAL AS TH GUARD HAS
EEEN THOUGHT TO EE EXTREMELY LOYAL TO PRESIPENT DIEM.

1. SUMMARY. MAJOR NGUYEN VAN TU, COMMANDING OFFICER, EIGHTH REGIMENT OF
THE PIFTH INFANTRY DIVISION, THIRD MILITARY AREA, SAID ON 22 SEPTEMEER 1963 THAT
HIS REGIMENT IS PREPARED TO MOVE AS A COUNTER-COUP D'ETAT FORCE IN SUPPORT CF A
COUP D'ETAT PLAN TO WHICH DANG DUC KHOI EELONGS. TU CLAIMED THAT THE COUP WOULD
EEGIN WITH THE REVOLT OF HALF OF THE ERESITENTIAL GUARD AND FOUR BATTALIONS: '0F ™"
| THE ATREORNE. TU REMARKED THAT HE WAS KEEPING ALL HIS TRANSPORT UNDER REGIMENTAL
' CONTROL IN ORDER TO MOVE ONE BATTALION AT A TIME, THAT HE HAS STOCKED FIFTY-SEVEN

.MM FIFLES s AM]NITION,' SAND BAGCS, BARBEED WIRE, AND HAS ATTEMPTED TO OBTAIN 2.5

ROCKETS » ™
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*"OFFICER, WHO IS ALSO OU‘I‘SPOKE‘.I\ILY OPPOSED TO THE NGO FAMILY, AI!I'HOUGE HE IS: :

D'ETAT PLANNING WITH DANG DUC KHOI, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR GENERAL, - DIRECTORATE

e COURACED UPO.N HEARING OF 'I!RAN KIM TU!EN'S MPAR'.I.‘URE FROM SOU’I‘H VIETNAM. ) 4

* SECOND: BATI‘ALION, Is A CAO DAI AN'D ALSO STRONGLY ANTI-NGO DI.NH NHU, BU‘I‘\lS NOT
.‘ ', THE SAME TYPE OF COURAGEIOUS LEATER AS PHUC CAPTAIN HA MAI VIE'.[‘ COMMANDING

S
P

‘2. MAJOR TU STATED THAT FOR SOME'MONTHS HE HAD ‘BEEN INVOLVED IN.COUP

GENERAL OF INFORMA‘I'ION T SAI;'D THA‘I‘ THE COUP WIIL EEGIN WI‘I'H THE REVOLT OF
HALF OF 'I'HE PRESIDEN‘I‘IAL GUARD AND FOUR BATTALIONS OF THE AIRBORNE HIS

REGmENT 'WHICH 1S IESIGNATED BI THE GOVERNMEN‘I' OF vnmmm (GVN) A8 A PRIMARY
ANTI-COUP D'ETAT ‘STRIKE FORCE,.»WILL MOVE ‘ONE OR “IWO OF ‘THE THREE BATTALIONS TO
SATGON AS A COUNTER-COUP D'ETAT FORCE. - TU SAID THAT HE HAD SEALED ORIERS WHICH
WERE ‘TO.EE. OPENED. ONLY ON RECEIPT OF A COLE WORD. | | |
3.° TU REMARKED THAT HE WAS NOW KEEPING ALL THE TRANSPORT UNIER HIS

REGIMENTAL -com&itm-,. WHICH WILL EE SUFFICIENT TO MOVE ONLY ONE BATTALION AT A -..:‘
TIME. HE FAS ALSO STOCKED FIFTY-SEVEN MM BECOLLLESS RIFLES WITH AMMUNLTION, AND

HE . HAS A'I.'IEMPTED 'ro OBTAIN 3.5 Rocmrs HE HAS -ALSO RECENTLY STOCKPILED SAND
 BAGS. AND BARBED WIRE S S L L

. l_g;; TU comsm'mn THAT. HE PLANMED TO USE THE FIRST BATTALION AS AN INITIAL h

FORCE BACKED BY THE SECOND BA‘I‘I‘ALION. EI.‘HE COMMANDING OFFIGER oz-‘ THE FIRST
' Bmmou, CAP'I‘AIN TRUONG VAN. PHUC, IS AGGRESTYE, RUTHLESS, AND A COURAGEOUS _

SYMPATRETIC: TO PRESIIENT DIEM, _}:ommm* BOTH PHUC AND TU. WERE DI.J-

l

5. TUREMARKEDTHATCAPTAIN NONGVIE‘I'NGOC, COMANDING OZETI@ROFTHE.
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' 6.  COLONEL NGUYEN VAN THIEN, commmme OFFICER, -FIFTH DIVISION, IS NOT
AR OF TEE PLAN, AND TU BOTH DISLIKES AND FEARS HIM. .CAPTAIN NGUYEN VAN THIEP,
; 'jzvxsxon G-1, CAPTAINLE DAT CONG, DIVISIO‘\I c-2, CAPTAIN PHAM DONG NHAC, _DIVISION
; ‘CAPTAIN. TRAN VAN THANH, COMMANDING OFT‘IGER OF THE FIFTH RECONNAISANCE cmm
m: MOST FRIENDLY WITH TU, EUT ARE NOT INVOLVED IN THE PLAN. .CAPATIN BANG,

{J'S. REGIMENTAL EXECUTIVE OFFIGER IS A IEVOUT ‘CATHOLIC. AND STRONGLY. PRO-REGIME,
HF HAS EEEN SENT ON AN EXTENTED UNJUSTIFIED SICK LEAVE.

7. FIELD DISSEM. .STATE |
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