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·.~. •... CENTRAL INTELUGENCIE AGENCY 
E)f_~rr\~\ 

Nvll,- ~d. -51o 
This m•leri•l conl•ins i~f~""~lion •ll•c.tin'll !he _N•ti~n•l Delonse ol tho !Jnilocl Slate~ within the muninCJI ol the Espoon•qo l•••. T,llo 18, U.S.C Sect 
793 and 794. the lrdnln'llu•on at rewel•hor. of wh•ch '" any manner to an un.!l uthorn.ed oenon i1 otohibitt!4 bv t&w. 

j COUNTRY 

SUBJECT 

DATE OF 

INFO. 

ClASSIFICATION- DISSEMINATION CONTROLS 

S-E-C-R-E-T NO DISSEM ABROAD/NO FOREIGN DISSEM/BACKGROUt~ USE ONLY 

REPORT NO. TDCSDB-3/656,793 

INVOLVEMENT OF TEE COMMANDING OFFICER OF THEUATE DISTR. 23 SE.t~MEF.R 1963 
EIGHTH REGIMENT, FIFr.;:'n INFAI\i'TRY DIV"'SION, HJ 
DANG DUC KHOI I COUP D'ETAT PLAN" !'RECEOENCE ROUTililE 

22 SEPl'.EMBER 1963 ANi) As S:'ATED REFERENCiiS IN 

PlACE & VIET:'JAM, SAIGON (22 SEPTEMBER 1963) 
DATE ACQ. 

APPRAISAL SEE BELOW· FIElD REPORT NO. 

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION. SOURCE GRADINGS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAIS.II.l OF CONTENT IS .TENTATIVE. 

IT IS VERY POSSIBLE THAT MAJOR TU HAS BEEN I.l\iVOLVED IN COUP D 'ET.AT PLANNING WITH 
DANG DUC KHOI, BUT WHETHER THE GROUP WILL EVER BE ACTIVATED CA.WCT BE ASSESSED. 
T"u ~ S STATEMENT THAT THE COUP WILL BEGIN WITH THE REVOLT OF HALF OF TEE 
PRESIIlENTIAL GUARD, AS WELL AS PART OF 'l"'HE AmBOR.l\lE, IS UNUSUAL AS T:!E GUARD HAG . 
BEEN THOUGHT TO BE EXTF.EMELY LOYAL TO PRES!mNT DIEM. 

1..· SUMMARY.". MA-JOR NGUYEN VAN TU, CO.MMANDLTqG OFFICER, EIGHTH REGIMENT OF 

THE FIF?;li INFANTRY·DIVISION,-. THIRD MILITARY AREA, SAID ON 22 SEPI'EMBER 1963 THAT 

HIS REGIMENT· IS PREPARED TO MOVE AS A COUN'.IER-COUP D'ETAT FORCE IN· SUPPORT OF A 

COUP D'ETAT PLAN TO WHICH DANG DUC KHOI BELONGS. TIJ CLAIMED THAT THE COUP WOULD 

BEGIN WITH·'fllE REVOLT OF HALF OF THE ffiESI!JKNTIAL GUARD AND FOUR BATTALIONS: '.OF···.·:· 

THE AIRBORNE. 'f"u REMARKED THAT HE WAS KEEPING AI.L HIS TRANSPORT Ul\i1JER REGIMENTAL 

CONTROL IN ORDER TO MOVE ONE :BK;."TALION AT A TIME; THAT HE HAS STOCKED FIFTY-SEVEN 

. MM RIFLES, AMMUNITION, SA.\'IJD BM.,~, BARBED WIRE, .AA'D HAS J\TTEMP'.J]!:D TO OE'l'P.l.:."l 3 ·. 5 

ROCKETS.' ... 

. ClASSIFICATION- DISSEMINATION CONTROLS 

S-E-C-R-E-T NO FOREIGN DISSEM/NO DISSEM ABROAD/BACKGROUND USE 

1Kb OBSOLETE PREV!OUS EDmONS. 

· .... :· 
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; _·::_;·/\--~:s~:e:._c··-R·-:e..;r.: .':No: fQREIQN nrs~;No nr8SEM ·ABROAD. · _:-. rocsn:s-3/656,793 ·~ 
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. . .. , (W~MJi' .~- lli!.P. . BACKGROUND JJSE :ONLY :. . '.· ... ::o 

.... . . ·~: . . . 
·,.:··· .. · 

. ~·-- ___ MAJoR _TU .sTAimn THAT ·FaR· soME:··t.ioNT.HS :m:· iiAn :BEEN -INVoLVED m :cOUP 

D~:ET~ PLANNING. WITH DANG DUC KHOI, .ASSISTANT DIRECToR GE~, ··DIRECTORA!m 

·GE·NER.Ar..- -oF INFORMATioN •. ·TU sAil)· THAT -THE:· .coUP WILL ·mGm wtTfl .m· -msvOr.T ·or . . 

HALF :oF-·Tmr-~s:oE~:iAL oo.Mm ANn Fotffi·:-~oNs .. ·6F·:.m: .AIRBORNE.·._: :m:s · 
REGIMENT/WHICH IS"::lESIGNATED BY $IE OO~m'OF ~iETNAM (GVN) AB A"PRIMARY 

ANTI!'"COUP D'ET~ :s'IR;tKE FORCE,. WILL MOVE ·oNE· OR ·Two OF-:Tim THREE- BATTAL:toNS TO · 

-SAIGON AS . A COUNTER-COUP D'ETAT FORCE. . TU .. sAID THAT. HE HAD SEALED ORDERS·.· WHICH 

:W,ERE,:TO-BE. OPENE:O.:oNt.':( ON RECE!Pr OF A CODE WORD • 

. . :: 3. . TU REMARKED THAT HE. WAS NOW KEEPING ALI. THE ·'.I!R.ANSPORT uNIER 'HIS 

REG:n-1ENTAL -C~OL:, . 'WinCH WILL BE SUFFICIENT Td MOVE ONLY· ·.ONE BAT.W.ION ·AT .A 

TIME . HE -HAS ALSO STOCKED. FIFTY -SEVEN MM .BECOlLLESS R:i:FU:S WITH .AMMU'N.ITION, AND 

HE . HAS ATTEMPTED TO OBTAIN· 3. 5 . ROCKETS. HE .. HAS · ALSO• RECENTLY STocKPILED S.I\ND 

B4GS. ~ BARBED WIRE. · 
.. 

. .. . 
:: ·. · ." ·. 4·~-- TU COMME.N'I!ED· THAT .. HE PLANNED TO UsE THE ·FIRST- BATI'ALION -AS· ·:AN. INITIAL· 

•• • • • • -. • • • • • • • • ' • " • • ' • • • ~:. • • • • < • ·.. ' • ' ' • ' • :· • • ' • : • ... ' •• • 

... ~ ........ -~ ···- -~~ ... :·:· ... · ... -.:::_ .. '. . . . .... . . . . .. :" ·:··~- .. . ·· .. ·,· . 

·!.,:·-'.:·FORCE;. :BACKED··BY· TEE SECOND BATrALION. TEE CCMWIDING 'OFFICER OF TBE FIRST 

~~o~~ CJ\P.!:'AIN- .TRUONG VAN PRuc, _IS AGGBES!ml~ RUTHLESS, AND- A. COURAGEOus 

.... -·OFFICER, wH:o Is .ALso ·MSPOKENLY ol'POSEP TO THE NGO FAMILY, All.rBOUGH Hi!: 'rs l·. · 
. I 

. ·. . . . l 
t-POMMDT. Bai'H ·Pm.JC AND 'rU. WEB! DI:J-

. I 
Snt:P~HETIC· TO PRESIDENT DIEM. 

. . 
. :( 

.... ·- ... COURAGED UPON BEARING OF TRAN KlM TUYEN Is DEPARTURE· FROM SOUTH VIETNAM. ) I 
··-..... .. . . ... : . ·. '\-.. / 
·/·.:.:::- .... 5~- _.TO~ ~:C~AIN N~G VIET NGOC, COMMAND~- OFFICER OJ.\V~-. 

·SEcoND: BAirwoN~ Is A cAo:. nAi .. Am> .ALso smoN~L! ~I~Noo ntim mrui · Bt1i'·~a- oor 
. : ·__ . .;,- 1. ·.~-.. 
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. TH,E SAME Tn'E OF CO~OUS LEADER AS PHUC. . CAP!'~ HA ~ · V,IET, 9qlW1'iPING 
. . • CLASSIFICATION -DISSEMINATION C:ONTJIOI.S' ' . · "-:;,.....\: ----......... ._ ;. 
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NO FOREIGN :DISSEM/NO DISSEM ABROAD 
BACKGROUND USE ... ONJ:,Y . 

··rJ..•v.~:~.n, FIFTH MECHANIZED RIFLE COMPANY· IS ALSO INVOLVED IN THE COUP D'ETA.T 
;·, .... '4 . . 

>:_::· .:~i.ANN:rnG AND READY TO SUPPORT IT, AS IS LIE~NANT BIEN, REGIMENTA.L .S-3, ·WHO ·. . . . . . ' . . 
1"· ..... ·· -! 

·::!.'~~. S A .DEVOUT BUDDHIST. TU SAID THAT HIS -LIAISON -WITH .THE OTHER PLCY!'TERS ·l.N 
:~·:·: ..... - .... -:·_.;· . . . . . . .. 

:~,-~;-,:~ 1~IGON IS A MR. -CHIN, AT TEE SAIOO...TV INFORMAT'ICB BUBE,AV. 

;:::;it:~ 6 •. COLONEL !IGUYEN VAN THIEN, C~ING OFFI~, FIFl'll DIVISION, IS NtH 

OF THE PLAN, AND TU BarE DISLIKES AND FEARS HIM. . CAPr.AIN NGUYEN .VAN THIEP 1 . .. ' . 

""J..L;IJ..v.L, G-1, :t:AP!'ADLJ:.E DAT CONG, DIVISION G-2, CAPTAIN PRAM DONG NHAC,. DIVISION 

:; ·CAPTAIN- TRAN VAN THANH, CCMMANDING OFFIC&R OF THE FIFTH RECONNAI~CE .COMPANY, 

MOST_ FRIENDLY· WITH TU, BUT~ NOT INVOLVED IN .THE .PLAN •. CAPATIN .J3AN:G, 

.S. R;EGIMENTAL .EXECUTIVE OFFICER, IS A .I$VOUT ·cATHOLIC. AND STRONGLY·.ffi.O-REGIME, 

HE· .HAS. BEEN SENT ON AN EXTENDED UNJUSTIFIED SICK LEAVE. 

1• FIELD ·DtSSEM. -STME 

END ~F . MESSAGE 

NO FOREIGN DISSEM/NO DISSEM ABROAD /BACKGROUND USE ·ONLY 
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