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COUNTRY SOUTH VIETNAM 

SUBJECT HUYNH .VAN LANG COUP MOVE TIMING 

DATE OF 24 SEPTEMBER 1963 
INFO. 
PLACEI VIETNAM, SAIGON (24 SEPTEMBER 1963) 
DA'(E ACQ. 

BACKGROUND USE DiUY 

REPORT NO. TOCS DB- 3/656,830 · 

· OA TE DISTR. 24 SEPTEMBER 1963 

PRECEDENCE PRIORITY 

REFERENCES IN 

APPRAISAL s FIElD REPORT NO. 

APPRAISAL: THERE HAVE BEEN .MANY .REPORTS INDICATING THAT A COU~ I~ BEING PLANNED AND 
SOME Of THE INfORMATION HEREIN AGREES WITH THAT IN OTHER REPORTS. CLAIMS Of 
SUPPORT INDICATED HEREIN .CANNOT BE ACCURATELY APPRAISED AT THIS TIME, NOR CAN 
THE ACTUAL TIMING Of THE COUP. 

l., SUMMARY. HUYNH VAN LANG, PROFESSOR Of' ECONOMICS AT 

SAIGON UNIVERSITY, SAID·ON 24 AUGUST 1963 THAT HIS COUP GROUP 

WAS GOING TO LAUNCH A COUP BEFORE 5 OCTOBER AND.PROBABLY ON.26 

OR 28 SEPTEMBER BECAUSE TROOPS WILL BE IN SAIGON AT THAT TIME. 

THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE NOW INCLUDES GENERALS TRAN THIEN 

KH I EM, CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE JOINT GENERAL STAFF, NGUYEN KHP.NH, . 

COMMANDING GENERAL OF II CORPS, AND DUONG VAN MINH, MILITARY ;\DVISOR 

TO THE PRESIDENT. EVE~Y EFFORT IS BEING TAKEN TO REDUCE THE 

POSSIBILITY OF EXTENSIVE BLOODSHED. LANG CLAIMS TO HAVE.SIX DIVISIONS 
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:2 n L1\NG MAD[ THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS ON THE ST ::i..TU.S OF THE COUP: 

A. IY IS TO BE INITIATED BEFORE 5 OCTOBER, POSSIBLY ON 26 

OR 28 SEPTEMBER. TROOPS WILL BE BROUGHT INTO SAIGON ON 26· SEPTEMBER 

FOR THE r~J\Tim~!\L ASSEMBLY ELECTimJ. MILITARY UNITS WILL REHEARSE 

ON 28 SEPTEMBE:R FOR THE 26 OCTOBER NATIONAL DAY PARADE, AND THESE 

TROOPS WILL RfMA IN UNTIL 5 OCTOBER.. GENERAL KH I EM WAS TRYING TO 

ARRANGE THAT HE TROOPS BROUGHT TO SAIGON V.JOULD BE THOSE WHO WOULD 

SUPPORT A COUP. 

B. NO COUF' HAS BEEN IN IT I ATEO AS YET BECAUSE EVERY EFFORT 

IS BL lNG T.f.·.Kl:N TO ENSURE THAT IT BE RELATIVELY BLOODLESS. 

LOI-JC Xi"!TMPT 'v.J:\S. C.-\NCELLED AT THE PO I NT OF EXECUTION BECAUSE. IT 

WAS THOUGHT .T :·?:·r. FURTH,ER PREPARAT IV~ \.JOULD PREVENT BLOODSHED. 

C... ,!\ M/·,JOR PROBLEM ! S THE LACK OF SUI TABLE DU'LOS I VES TO 

BLAST A CO:<C.Rc·~-[ BUbiKER WHERE PRES I DENT DIEM IS EXPECTED TO HI DE~ 

THE m~L Y Oi:·c·; l :·-~G TO T:-IE BUNKER, OTHER THAN A HEAVY DOORs IS THE 

VENTIL~TION ~Y~TEM AND THE COUP GROUP HESITATES TO USE FLAME 

THRO\•/ERS OR PO! 30>~ GAS BECAUSE THEY PREFER TO TAKE DIEM ALIVE. 

D. THE RE'/OLUT I ONARY COMMITTEE NO\..J INCLUDES LANG AND GENERALS 

KHIEM, KHANH 3 A~D DUONG VAN MINH. GENERAL TRI HAS AGREED TO JOIN 
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l'HE CO'JP ATTD•I!::T. COLONEL BU I D I NH DAM, SEVENTH DIVIS I ON COMMANDER, 

IS BEt.JEVED READY TO SUPPORT THE COUP BUT HAD NOT ·BEEN CONTACTED. 

COLO:··.i[l :··;GUYEI\ :-IUU f lANH .9 CHIEF -OF STAFF OF THE IV CORPS, WHO IS A 

COUP GROUP MEMBER, BELIEVES THAT BRIGADIER GENERAL HUYNH VAN 

CA.O ;· ; ''/ (.ORP:S C0~1MX·~GE:R :1 WOULD SUPPORT THE COUP su·,- OTHER GROUP 

~~EMBERS /\~'[ : ~o·;" CO>i\1 i NCED. 

[. GUJt:R.o'·.l. !<:i·l I EM WILL COMMAND THE COUP FORCES. MAJOR LAM-

TRAi,!G T!·!O, FOi~~f~R ~::)ECOND ARMOR SQUADRON COMMANDER AND ·NOW WITH THE 

JOJ:··il CCH~R,~.L ~.Tr\FF: \-JILL COMMAND ARMOR .UNITS, INCLUDING SOME ELEMENTS 

Of ! l! ::;· OLD J~U/\t:-f~O~·j PLUS THE FIRST TANK COMPANY AND THE F I FT!i 

t--1EC.Ht.\~ J I Z_ED R I FLC C0f"1f:'IANY OF THE FIRST ARMOR SQUADRON. 

F. ;·:·iREE. Ei/l.l-{"A.L IONS OF THE A I RBORNE BRIGADE UNDER A MAJOR. 

WI Lt. .JO i :'\ i\RMOR u:·JI '15 IN THE SHOCK FORCE. 

G. T~-:E ·r,_; I RD MARINE B.A. TTAL I ON UNDER ·CAPTAIN MAHV I ET BANG 

\-JILL :SEF<'11T ..• ~;~ ,.\ f. LOCKING FORCE TO PREVENT REINFORCEMENT OF THE 

PRC:i I D[;.~ r 1·:1 L ;:.\!..;:.cc BY THE PRES I DENT IAL GUARD. 

.. . . I_! [i...f: r: ·:··~:~·;· COLOhJAL PHAM NGOC THAO ~ STRATEGIC HAMLET 

I NS:··TC!'OR F\Y~. · .. ;O D t ~-JH NHU, WILL NOT COMMAND THE SHOCK TROOPS BUT 

\v'ILI_ :-:Xv'l .. ~~.:-; ;v·oRT.~fH MILITARY FUNCTION DURING THE COUP .. 

I • _J_ ! [if;J .. ·.;:..t·.j T COLOHEL NGUYEr~ D I NH PHA T, K I EN PHONG PROVINCE 

CHIE.F_, It/ILl.-:~·..-:-.:-: ·ro S.A.IGON AND ALSO HAVE AN IMPORTANT 

ROLE. 
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J. MAJOR NGUYEN VAN TU, COMMANDER OF THE EIGH~ REGIMENT, 

FIFTH DIVISION, WILL SUPPORT THE COUP WITH HIS FORCESo · ALSO INVOLVED 

IS THE FIFTH RECONNAISSANCE COMPANY OF THE FIFTH DIVi"SION. 

Ko GENERAL KHANH WILL COMMANDSIX DIVISIONS, ASSISTED BY 

GENERAL TRI. THESE DIVISIONS INCLUDE THE FIRST, SECOND, TWENTY­

SECOND, TWENTY-FIFTH, TWENTY-THIRD, AND.THE NINTH. ACCORDING TO 

KHANH, COLONEL BUI DZINH, NINTH.DIVISION COMMANBER, IS NOT 

IN AGREEMENT WITH HIM: BUT WILL SUPPORT HIM IN THE COUP. 

L. TIMING ·FoR THE COUP WILL PROBABLY BE 1¢¢¢ HOURS, 14¢¢ 
. . 

HOURS, OR ¢5¢¢ .HOURS, SO THAT fAVORABLE UNITS OF THE PRESIDENTIAL 

GUARD WILL BE ON DUTYo THESE HOURS ALSO FALL BETWEEN THE NORMAL 

HOURS FOR CHANGING THE GUARD. 
I . 

M. ARRIVAL OF HIGH-LEVEL.UNITED STATES DEFENSE DEPARTMENT 

OFFICIALS DISCOURAGED THE COUP GROUP WHICH IS RELUCTANT TO PROCEED WITH 

THEM PRESENT IN SAIGON. THE.GROUP HAS EVEN SPECULATED· THE ARRIVAL 

OF THESE INDIVIDUALS MIGHT SIGNIFY THAT THE UNITED STATES WAS 

PREPARING A COUP OF ITS OWN; ARTICLES IN THE VIETNAM PRESS WERE 

CITED AS EVIDENCE OF THIS POSSIBILITY. 

3. FIELD DISSEM. STATE (AMBASSADOR LODGE) USMACV (GENERAL 

HARKINS) CINCPAC PACAF ARPAC PACFLT. 

END OF MESSAGE 
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