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T~is ""alorldl conl&iftl lalorm•lioA dllocli~@ ~ N•tiondl Dolenae of the Ualted Sl•lu oulhon tho munin; of lhd IE•poonaqo L•••. Yillo Ill, U.S.C Seu. 
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· CONFIDENT~Al 
COUNTR-Y SOUTH VIETNAM REPORT NO. TDCS:-3/560, o45 . 

SUUECT VO VAN HAl 1 S VIEWS ON THE COHESIVENESS Of 

NGO fAM:LY 

DATE OISTR. 25 SEPTEMBER 1963 

DATE OF 
INFO. AUGUST - 16 SEPTEMBER 1963 
PLACE & 
DATEACQ. VIETNAM, SAIGON. (16 SEPTEMBC::R 1963) 

PRECEDENCE ROUTINE 

REFERENCES 

APPRAfSAI.. SEE BELOW. FIElD REPORT NO. F'VS 2 

IN 

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION. SOURCE GRADINGS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF-CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. 

APPRAISAL: IN VI.EW Of HAI'·s EXCELLENT ACCESS TO THIS INfO~M~TION l·i"IS ESTIMATE OF 

PRESrDENT .DIEM AND "HIS VIEWS Of THE NGO fM11lY ARE PROBABLY ACCUR~TE. 

···1. SUMMARY. BETWEEN EARLY AUGUST AND THE MIDDLE OF. SEPTEMBER 1963, 

NORM.6.LL Y RES I DENT IN PAR IS WHERE HE IS IN PR I VAlE. 

C.ausJ~e:ss :, VIS I TED SAIGON AND HAD EXTENSIVE TALKS WITH'--------' 

VAN HA I , SECRETARY OF. PRES I DENT DIEM 1 S PRIVATE CAB I NET. HA I TOLD 
'-----' 

·THAT: 

Ao THE NGO FAMILY IS A HIGHLY COHESIVE UNIT AND PRESIDENT. DIEM. 

IS PARTICULARLY CONSCIOUS OF fAMILY CQNSIDERATIONS. 

Bo DIEM APPROVES OF NGO D·INH NHU'S ACTIVITitS; SPECIFICALLY, 

·NHU SUGGESTED TO DIEM AND THE LATTER APPROVED THE ATTACK ON THE 
) 

BUDDHIST PAGODAS ON 21 AUGUSTo 

CONFIDENTIAL 

1 Ka · ossoLETB PRBVIoua mmoNa, .. ~ · ..... 
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. (WHim PJU..Jm :IN)' 

C. DIEM IS NOT ISOLATED ·AND IS AWARE OF NGO FAMILY ACTIVITIES.· 

D. DIEM ·wILL NEVER SUCCUMB TO UN IT ED STATES PRESSURE TO DISMISS 

NHU AND MADAME NHU. 

HAl ALSO STATED THAT NHU.hci ... IL:Vc.~-s THAT SOUTH VIETNAM CAN OPERATE 

~I.THOUT UaS. AID AND THAT.THE YOUTH OF SOUTH VIETNAM SUPPORT HIM. 

2. ON 16 SEPTEIVIBER 19SJ ~..-...... __ ........J PROV I OED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION 

ON VO VAN HA I 1 S V I EWS ON THE NGO F AM I L Y: 

A. 1HE NGO FAMILY IS A UNIT WITH PRtSIDE~T DIEM STILL IN· 

CHARGEo . DIEM IS PARTI.CULARLY CONSCI'OIJS OF FAMILY CONSIDERATIONS·AND 

PROTECTS FAM·I L Y MEMBERS FROM OUTS I DE INTERFERENCE AND CRITIC I SM. 

FAMILY MEMBERS DIFFER IN OUTLOOK AND MAKE DIFFERENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

CONCERNING A FlJTURE COURSE OF ACT I 0~~ o D I EM, HOWEVER, IS AW,ARE OF ALL 

'THAT NGO D I NH ·NHU, MADAME NHU, NGO D I NH CAN, AND ·NGO D I NH THUC DO • 

. .. 'NEITHER DIEM NOR NHU BELIEVES THAT CAN HAS MUCH ABILITY, ESPECIALLY 

., 'I·N ·1RY I NG CIRCUMSTANCES, BUT THEY PUBLI •:.L Y SUPPORT CAN. 

B. THE· RUMOR THAT DIEM IS IS6LATED AND RECEIVES NO REPORTS IS 

'FALSE. Dl EM KNOWS ABOUT AND APPROVES OF NHU 1 S ·PLANS AND . ACTIVITY~ .NHU 

PROPOSED AND 0 I EM AGREED TO THC ATT .. ~CK ON THE BUDDHIST PAGODAS ON 21 

AUGUST·~ THE VIETNAMESE GENERALS . INVOLVED IN THE PROCLAMATION AND 

I.MPLEMENTAT ION OF MART I AL .LAW DID .. NOT ~i'JO~ fN: ADVANCE. OF THE HARSH 

MEASURES ro· .BE: TAkEN AGA 1 Nst.· xA·. Lot .. :·PAGODA 1 N SA lGON 0 (L............. _ __j 
:· •• > •• . . ·. . .... ·;; •, 

/ 

COMMENT .... ·HAl ADMITT(D:;, ·f:i,O\r/.~Vt:R~: THAT·:f;fE HAD UTTLE P.ERSONAL CONTACT. WITH 

··,!. :··. 
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cl . , INUA TION ·of TD.CS INFORMATION REPOJ<.-. ... 
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THE GENERALS AND WAS·Not ·suRE EXACTLY HOW MUCH.THEY KNEW.) 
. . 

C. IN HAl'S OPINION DIEM WILL NEVER SUCCUMB· TO U.S~ PRESSURE TO 

·-o I SM ISS NHU AND ·MADAME NHU. 

D. DIEM PERSONALLY REPR I_MANDED_ HAl FOR D.AR.I NG TO CHIT I C I ZE MADAME 

NHU'S PUBLIC STATEMEMTSo MADAME NHU IS AWARE OF HAl'S FEELINGS AND 

DOES NOT CONCEAL HER :DISLIKE OF HiM .. NHU ALSO DISLIKES HA"I·BUT 
. . 

THEY ,.MANAGE TO WORK TOGETHER IN THE PRESIDENCY .. 

E •. NHU 8ELLEVES ·THAT SOUTH VIETNAM CAN ·oPERATE. WITHOUT U .. S .. A.ID 

FOR A CONSIDERABLE PERIOD OF TIM~ .. NHU·ALSO BEL.IEVES THAT THE YOUTH, 
~ . . . 

PARTICULARLY IN THE RURAL AREAS, SUPPORT "HiM AND THAT TH~ _REPUBLICAN 
. . 

YOUTH MOVEMENT· IS A STRONG WEAPON. HA I DISAGREES WITH NHU ON ALL 

COUNTS. 

J., .FIELD D.ISSEM STATE ARMY NAVY AIR USMACV. MAAG USOM UFIS 
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