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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE . AGENCY · 
This material conl~lns inlorm•lion •llectinq the National Defense of the .United si~tn withon the ·muninll! o( the' ~>P•~~•<a• ·.:, ... ,: Yille ·18, ·u.S.C Sen .. 
79.1 Gnd 794. th• tran.tmission or revelation of which in •nr mannor lo .an u".aufhou1ed Derson it· prohiii'ited bv- l.t·w. · · · · · 

SECRET 

COUNTRY SOUTH VIETNAM · REPORT NO. · TDCS !>B-j/657 ,031 .. .. . ·'·, . :: . 

SUBJECT FURTHER PLANNING OF LANG COUP GROUP DATE DISTR. 2 ohOBER 1.963 

PRECEDENCE PRIORITY 

DATE OF 26-30 SEPTEMBER 1963 --..' IN 31J79 
INFO. 

PLACE& VIETNAM, SAIGON (30 SEPTEMBER 1963) 
DATE ACQ, 
APJiRAISAl SEE B W FIELD REPORT NO. 

THIS IS UNEVAlUATED INFORMATION. SOURCE GRADINGS ARE DEFINITiVE. APPRAIS.t.L QF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. 

. . . ~ ::. . 

AP.PR: LANG MAY BE MAKING ·COUP. PLANS AS REPORTEDBUT THE ·o£GRH: .. ·ro.WHH:::H-.OTHER lN-
. · .... :. 

DIVIDUALS NAMED MAY BE INVOLVED CANNOT BE. JUDGED, GENERAL Tj PROBABLY HAS SUPPORTED THE 
~ERALS 1 DEMANDS ON PR[SIDENT DIEM, . THE MEETING OF DIEM WITH THE TROQP COMMANDERS .PO~
SIBLY TOOK PLACE AS REPORTED •. LANG PROBABLY HOLDS.TH~ VIEWS CJ.TED~ 

1. SUMMARY. ON 3¢ SEPTEMBER 1963 HUYNH VAN LANG, PROFESSOR 

OF ECONOMICS AT SAIGON UNIVERSITY SAl D THAT: !... l.~l)TENANJ .. 'G.ENf:RAL. 

L'E VAN ·TY!;: CHIEf, JOINT GENERAL STAFF (JG$).,. HAD~ :R.~J.NFO.Rctb' JHf 
. . . ... . ... 

. .. • ·• ,, •.. • ••.• •. ·. ·•. '! ••. ·. - .•..• _,. ·: ~- .: .· • · .• 

GENERALS 1 DEJ~ISIBSFF;t;~R GOVERNMENTAL REFOR.MS:.· . T TfiA:J 'Sdtvlt: · .· . · ·.· .. 
' I • . • • • I ·, ?:·-~C"~.-:.:.. ·,:·,:~• :~-f:•:: ··.~;:• ~··· ........ "•.,::·~ • ·._. .. • ·.:..,, . • • • 

GENERALS WERE CONVINCED ··tHAT THt COUP ··sH.Otf£:6' . ' : · .. ,· :) ··. ·: . .. ·:(>:(.:>i.' ···:::· .··. ·. . . ' 
. ' . . ·< ' ... ·. >; : ·" : ....... .': :: ·<.:· ... :>>::-7:-; .... :,:::;>,;/=,:.; :. ::·,; ')(·' ,,~~~:~ . .!"'<' ':.:i:.\:>:,:.:'-··: :;·.:·, : ·, : ·)·,,.·,.,., 

REGARDLESS OF WHETHER DI:EM ... IN'I'T'TATES 'RE:FORMS'<'<'BRt•GAD'.I' ~···''::'f.::.:t::-:.~ 
. . : . .. . ·. .-·:· :~-( .. : ... ~r.: . ...... :.'"'~~ ::··. ·:..: :~~;:·~:·.'·;·.~- .- .:=::_": • .-_:. ~ .. 

TRAN THIEN KH I :EM, CHIEF OF STAFF, JGS, WASQfp~EiiCt.RNED: ·A~OtJ'(·: · 
. :,._"· 

VIETCONG MILITARY ACTIVI.TY NEAR SAIGON. HE ANO ·oTHtR .GENtRALS 

WANTED TO BE ASSURED OF UNITED STATES s·uPPORT .IN THE EVENT THAT 

A COUP SUCCEEDED. COLONEL.DO MAU, CHIEF, MlLITARY SECURiTY 

CI.ASS~FICATION- DISSEMINATiON CONTROLS 
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j .. · SECRET TDCS DB-3/657,031 
fiD FOREIGN DISSEM/NO DISSEnt ABROAD . : BACKGIUIUflJ1 USE DN1fi i '· (When Filled in) PAGE 

SERVICE~HAS ATTEMPTED TO INFLUENCE VIETNAMESE AIR FORCE (VNAF) 

OFFICERS TO ATTACI< G I A LONG PALACE •. THE COUP PLOTTERS "irJERE 

CONCE~NED ABOUT PRESIDENT DIEM'S MEET~NGS WITH ARMY OFFICERS 

DURING WHICH THE LATTER RECEIVED:GIFTS OF t·.-t~NEY. LANG'S PLAN FOR 

REORGANIZATION OF THE GOVERNMENT FOLLOWING THE COUP HAS BEEN 

ACCEPTED IN PRINCIPLE BY THE REVOLUTIONARY COMi'·11 TTEE AND HE HAS 

STARTED SELECT I ~G MEMBERS OF A SHAD0\'1 GOVERNt•1ENT. LANG HAS 

ADVISED POSTPONING THE COUP UNTIL HIS GOVERNMENTAL PLANNING 
; . 

HAS ~EEN COMPLETED. 

2. LANG MADE THE. FOLLOWING STATEI'-1ENTS ABOUT MILITAR'y 

DEVELOPMENTS: .-

, ·A. LIEUTENANT GENERAL LEVAN TY~ RECENTLY RETURNED FROM 

THE UN I TED STATES, MET WITH O"CH.ER GENERALS ON 26. OR ~7 

SEPiEMBER AND THEN SAW PRES16ENT DIEM TO 0RGE GOVERNMtNTAL REFORMS, 

INCLUDIN~ THE APPOINTMENT OF GENERALS TO THE MINISTRIES 

OF NATIONAL DEFENSE AND INTERIOR. 

B. GENERAL KH I EM AND OTHER GENERALS \~ERE BECOivll NG 

CONVINCED THAT REFOR~J!S. ALONE WOULD NOT . BE SUFFICIENT .AND- THAT 

THE ENTIRE NGO FAMILY HAD TO BE REtii!OVED FROM OFFICE. 

C? KHIEM WAS CONCERNED ABOUT INCREASED VIET CONG (VC) 
. . . 

MILITARY ACTIVITY NEAR SAIGON AND THE COUP PLOTTERS FEARED . . . . ~··· . . 

POSSIBLE Vc EXPLOITATION or AN ATTEMPTED COUP D•ETAT. 

CI..ASSIFICATION DISSEMINATION CONTROLS 
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D. KH I EM AND OTHE.R GE:NERA~s· DID "NOT WISH TO ATTEMPT 'A 

COUP. UNTIL IT· WAS PETERMINED.THAT THE .UNITED STATES WOULO 

SUPPORT THEM IF THEIR COUP SUCCEEDED. 

E. .COLONEL Do-· MAU, WORKING THROUGH LIEUTENANT COLONELS 

NGUYEN CAO KY, 1ST TRANSPORT GROUP COMMANDER AND DO "KHAC MAl, 

VNAF CHIEF OF STAFF, HAS INDEPtNDENTLY ATTEMPTED TO INFLUENCE 

VNAF OFFICERS TO M_QUNT A COUP AND ATTACK. GiA LONG PALACE. 
. ~ 

LANG'S GROUP BELIEVED THAT MAU WAS.TOO INDISCREET BUT PLANN~Ii> 

TO CAP I TAL I ZE ON THE sITUATION iF THE VNAF DID BEG !'N A COUP. 

(FIELD COMMENT·.· !;f'\H.As_~-·~rE..N 'REPORTED THAT MA (AND MAIJ WERE . 

DI$APPOINTED THAT NO ACTION HAS BEEN TAKEN AGAINST THE-REGIME.) 
··-: •') 

F. GENERAL KHIEM· CLAIMED THAT·HELICOPTER UNiiS WERE 

INCLUDED IN THE LANG COUP GROUP. 

G. PRESIDE~T -DIEM RECENTLY SUMMONED: MILITARY OFFICERS, 

WITH THE RANK OF CAPTAIN AND ABOVE, WHO-COMMANDED TROOP UNITS t .. N 

AND NEA.R SA.I GON. AND GAVE. THEM SUMS OF· MONEY RANGING FROM 

3~,¢¢¢ TO 1¢¢,¢¢¢ PIASTERS~ 
. . 

THE MONEY OSTENSIBLY WAS SEIZED 

FROM THE VC. COLONEL NGUYEN VAN THIEN, VIETNAMESE ARMOR COMMANDE_R, 
. ... 

RECEIVED 1¢¢~¢¢¢· PIASTER.S, .WHICH ·APPAREt..ITLY HAS CAUSED HIM TO 

R~NEW HIS ~LLE~IANCE TO DIEM. SOME JUNIOR OFFICERS COUNTED ON. 

TO SUPPORT THE COUP HAD BEEN IMPRESSED BY THEIR MEETING WITH THE 

PRES I DENT; BUT OTHERS WERE NOT AND. HAVE JOINED THE COUP GROUP.· 

- ... 

.·_ ·. :; 
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~(F:I EJ_D COMMENT •. SEE fVS 971-2 (rpcs~3/56o,375 . ) FOR. THAOI S STATEMENT T 

THAT NHU HAD GIV~N LARGE SUMS. Of: MONEY TO MIL.ITARY OFFICRS.) 
. . 

H; D,IEM HAS GIVEN .LARGE SUMS OF MONEY TO COLONEL HUYNH 

:HUU H I EN, VNAF COMMANDER. ACCOR I DNG TO GENERAL KH I EM, D I EM HAS 

·,~I VEN HI EN ORDERS TO USE THE VNAF FOR C9J.JN)ERCOUP ACT I ON AND 

FOR EVACUATION OF THE PRESIDENT IF NECESSARY • 

. :1. DIEM OFFERED LIEUTENANT COLONEL PHAM NGOC THAO, . 

INSP~CTOR OF STRATEGIC HAMLETS, THE POSITION OF DIRECTOR 
.. ' ... ·! .. 

·GENERAt- OF NATIONAL POLICE .WHiLE NHU OFFERED HIM COMMAND OF THE 

SPECIAl,.. .FORCES •. THAO, HOWEVER, HAS NOT WAVERED IN HIS ·SUPPOR.T· 

OF THE COUP. 

3. ··LANG SAID THAT HE HAS URGED DELAY IN .. MOUNT.iNG THE 

COUP UNTIL HE HAS COMPLETED HIS PLANS FOR THE NEW GOVERNMENT 
·.. ·... . . . 

SO THAT THERE WOULD BE NO VOID·F.OR THE·Vc TO EXPLOIT •. HE· -
. - . 

SAID,THAT THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE HAS ACCEPTED IN ·- . . . 

PRINCIPLE HIS. IDEAS CONCERNING ORGANIZATION OF A NEW. GOVERNMENT. . . . . 

( F'l ELD C9~ENT: . IN LANG·1 S PROPOSED GOVERNMENT THE REVOLUTIONARY 

:coMMITTEE WOULD REPLACE PRES I DENT D·l EM. Ti-lE TERM Ml N'l STER WOULD 
. . 

BE·USED INSTEAD OF COORDINATING SECRETARY OF STATE AND . . -~ . - ' . 

M I N·l STER OF SECURITY AND M I N'l STER OF: POLITI CAL AFFAIRS WOULD 

E?E ADDE:D To' THE GOVE;RNMENTAL STRUCTURE,' WHfCH WOULD NOT 

DIFFER DRASTICAL,LY FROM THE PRESENT ONE.) LANG HAS SELECTED 

. . . . 'CLASSIFICATION ~ DISSEMINATION' C:ONTROI:S 

S E C' R E T ·Jt. f.OREI&N DISSEM/NO DISSEM· ABnOAD 

.. 
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(Wh.en fill.ed In} lftl fliR[IGN PfSS£M/NO DJSS£16 ABROAD 

THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AS-MEMBERS OF A SHADOW-CABINET: 

A. GENERAL KHIEM, MINISTE~ OF SECURITY 

B. VO VAN,HIEN, CURRENTLY A SAIGON LAWYER, MINISTER OF 

JUSTICE. 

C;. LANG, EITHER .MINISTER OF ECONOMY OR DEPUTY MINISTER 

OF ECONOMY FOR FINANCE. 

D. .NGUYEN TON HOAN, PROM I ENT OPPOSITION LEADER IN· 

EXILE, MINISTER OF CULTURAL AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS. 

E. NGUYEN-THAI,· OPPO~ITION LEADER IN THE UNITED STATES, 

EITHER MINISTE~ OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS ·oR DEPUTY MINISTER OF 

POL IT I CAl AFFAIRS FOR CIViC· ACT-I ON. 

F. 
-~" : -; ;:~ ; J, • .. : • •••••• 

MAJOR GENERAL TRAN VAN MINH, DEPtfC:y MINISTER OF 

SECURITY FOR DEFt~SE. 
.·f .• 

· G~ NGUYEN HUY NGH lA, GOVERNMENT oF v'1 ETNA·M. (Gv-~)_.: .. . . . . : . . . . . . 
.. 

AMB~SSADOR TO TOKYO, DEPUTY Ml N I STE.R OF. SECURITY FQR . Jt~TER:·IOR~ _ 
~ . .. 
H • NGUYEN HUU CHAU, FORMER MINJ..STER OF _INTERio'f{UNDER .. 

DIEM CURRENTLY IN EXILE, DEPUTY M.l N I STER OF POLITI-CAL A.FFA IRS 

FOR FOREIGN AFfA.I RS. 
:.. .. , 

.. . 
I. _AU TRUO~G THANH, PROFESSIONAL ECONOMIST, DEPUTY 

; : 1'. ! "•. 

~ MINISTER OF ECONOMY FO~ ECONOMIC AFFAIRS. 
·• ~ .. 

]! 
:i 
·t 

ii 
" 

· .. 

J. LIEUTENANT c'CJLONEL PHAM NGOC THAO, DIRECTOR GENERAL·.· 

. OF .NAT.i ONAL PqL ICE. ,.;4,': . 
·:.~:~.?.•;. . . ' '. 
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:LANG.-HAS CONTACTED ALL OF THE ABOVE 'EXCEPT NGH lA, CHAU .AND HOA, 

HE HAS SENT A CATHOLIC PRIEST TO PARIS TO CONTACT CHAU AND 

·WAS PLANN lNG TO. CONTACT THE OTHERS EVENTUALLY. 

4. LANG·SAID THAT HE WAS STRONGLY. OPPOSED TO THE 
. . . 

INCLUSiON OF TRAN KIM TUYEN, RECENTLY ASSIGNED AS GVN CONSUL . 

GENER~L tb CAIRO, IN THE NEW GOVERNMENT. NEVERTHELESS, .THAO 
. ' .... : ... 

HAS ASSURED ·TUYEN' S SUPPORTERS IN SA J.GON THAT TUYEN WILL BE A 

MEMBER OF THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMJTTEE IN 'ORDER TO ASSURE 

tHE·i R SUP.PORT FOR THE COU~ • 
. . . " " " .·. 

PAGE ;6 

.· 5·· F.IELD DISSEM. STATE (AMBASSADOR 'LODGE) ·USMACV (GENERAL : 

HARKINS) CINCPAC PACFLT ARPAC PACAF. · 

. . . . . 

..r:. 
END OF 'ME'SSA:GE . 
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