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THE NATURE. :OF ·mE· ·BunbB:ts·t 'CONFLICT t'N SOuTH· VIETNAM 

The current Buddhist pr·ot.est mov¢ment iil ·south 
Vietnam has been highly poll tic·#J,i since its. ihcep;.;. · 
tion. However, ~-~ -~~e. c-:>~~ext· (?f ~u,ddh!st tra~rtion; 
as well as :of,· political life un.der the Ngo family · 
regime, it is impossible entirely t6~s~parate.:Bud.;;. 
dhist poiiticai aims from Buddhist reiigious motiva~ 
tion •. And in the-course of their protest campaign;· 

·many otherwise apoii t:i.cai vietiu'tmese Buddhists were 
forced to the· conc.iw3ion that oniy through a change 
in the regime -couid ·they· win religious equaii ty. ·. 

A majority of the South 
-~ietnamese population·consider · 
themselves Buddhists in one . 

. sense or another. . 'i'he ·. Buddhist 
. · .Sangha (the· organt"zed commu.ni ty 
. :· ·b':t m·onks ·and· nuns) does ·not share 

:from: the more passive ··Th~ravida 
Btiddhists of Ceyion and.the -
r~~'t. o:f-· southeast A(;~-a. ~ have· ·as; 
•tablislied contacts with them . ·. 
through. the woricl ·sucidiiist Fei.;.:; ·_. 
iowshij)· started in i95o ~ j . · · 

· .. . the ·Western concept of· t:iiurch.:;;.; . 
: stat·e·· .. separation and iooks back Tliere is ··no eviaeiice· ib:iit 

· · '.:to ·:a"" period· :i.n: vfetname.se · i1.:ts- tile biem· ·regime iias cur~'ea· ir~e.:.: 
· · tory· wb.en -Buddhists ·lierve'd as dam. of.. r~i.:tgion or iiiaf ft. car:.: 

· -.: .. ~-.Poi±~ical'~ ·cui turai; -~Hid ·§p'iri t.- r:i.ed, oi-it· repressions ~ --~ -r .. _ · 
· . ,·uai·_ counselor·s ·to -emp~rors .. Ai"" Bu.ticiiiist:s · ---:r:ior to· til ···· 
:~·-. · though··:· this · r'ole' declined · w·eii -- :out'burst ~-: -~ NevE!'rtii~iess·1: til~ . 

: ·before-·"the· adven:.t·: of F·r·ench. - erfuiient ''€;' :open ·li'ias toward 
_, .-.r.u:le· aud·i:ih·ists" :re-garod~ the· ·co'io.-: tlioiic:i.:sm.;;.;;;evicie·n-t· i :f.ts · oi= 

· · ~ -ntai 'period:; '-:with . its :in-troduc-- - ··:f:tc·~·at piiiic?sopiiy·;_ ~ ~# .. :Jii== · : .. _. 
: . .. -: -. . ·.: .'tion . .-·:0£ '·-catho·Iicism· and· t&e· · · ci!H sanctio·t:r of ~t ic~- cele.:::. 

.. >.·-~ · ·=:'P.r:liv:i!lleg~d:'·s:tatus -S:ccor.·ete·ci.- .:tt~ €:iBD's·: ·.tn some iii fts-,i-,_ ... ,.. · 
· -·. '.~Ciile.rents:~- -as,.~:navi:n·ir.f'~tiier· . scilac:ds . i-n --tile·: aimed:.- f 

corrup:ted; .t~~tr·"r.·~:tJgiot;-;.··::-G'r·ow.:.· . t:ir4'i-ic:{··cina;pi~f . . t~.: 
.. ' · ·:· i:i:rg:· out. &f; t1H.s' c:::'Oricern~,. a: gr·ow""'- ·. exfeni iii' its: . c)f:.: . 

· ling:·· BUddftdfst . .-revfvai· fJ·eg"i-nn-fng: · · mor'e'~ tr;iis·-e·ed o-:ffi-cia.fs.::.-.:::e:~:ieari:f 
±-n:,: the:·: = l!9-·20s: led: to' tb:e· :foi''ma""' : ct-·e·a·te'd'· tiie·. i ------·- · . 

· · t±,on::i!n\· l!.95·F r;y.· tile' ·_.mos·t- _tm.p-o·r..-· : ·Bt.iCicffiie;--rrs·· ·of' .r . . fii£-;;.;· 
_:: ta:n,t· Vfetnam~se·· s'Efc-f· 'of~ a: na..::· i na--f::f.on·~. . Tiie' s·emic'(jve'r"t: eazi' 
. t:r.ona·l!. >s~:ngtia·= arid1 l!S:d~- · or·g·ani:z:-a:-- ! . ta-6~- organl·z~fiori- f.orme~d' · 

> . -· t·i!.on•·. tb:e' Gffn:er.8:1. A:ss a;f.t.o·:if : a·· nu'cfeus' ri!' ciitia·oi-f ···-· -. 
· · ·_ . o:f.:·-vi:e.-tnames·~.;; ~d'dllis:t's' (GAV~)~.. : -t~·e·' gc;)ver'iuiien't'~- · c~l\t' . _:n-g: 

· . W.lien• Diem·· a·ssuinecf p·owelf' :fn•.' s'outh: :· ·e·r_e~eiit- -.in:- tb.:e· cl:vi:l: fi~rvTc"E(:-. 
v:retnarii!, .-Btidahfsts' pr.·oba'S':Ly:· r'e'...;;· : an'd ·arm)r-;:--·and· manY .imtffffoti's-·· 
.g_a:·rded: li·rs: .st:r·on:g. _catfiof-i_c·· o:iof~- : -,(fe·tl$am~s"Ef Il'ave: ~-9m'E( 

· ··.entH'tfonr as: un:fi:l:vor·a:b:fe· t-o·· tlleir· c·onvEfrs'i·o"n ·to Ca:ftliol·ic'i) 
··a:spfr.at:fdns:~. (-Vie·tnim·~·s=· pt.·e'domi'-· p'if'tJ:i?:- ~-o,.:succes·s'.,·. :.ls;i. a;· s~~reS:: ... 

. . il-an·t:t~<Ha.h'a·ya·m'a! Buddb:ists#~; ~:m.:-.:. public' cferemoril'esf::.fn\the~ ;':faLf-I~ 
0 ~ \ < O 0 O O O "t .......... ,.. MO 

0 
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the. entlr·e couritry::~to tt.ae. ;Virgin -_·,;or, the .f~~di.rig~ .of -us· military 
Miry., ·The .. appointment. i:n· 1961 · · , :·persoriri~l-·in ·the·'area. ·_ ·.:_ ·-". · . · 
of. Diem·'.s. bro;ther~ .. 'J'huc, .. ;as ·.arch-. : .. · .... ~· .. :·: ;· ': :· __ ,, N . :·.· .• <: ·; :' ,: •·.. . .. . . . 
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I b·is~op · ·o:r:)~:U:~~~-a. BU.Cid~ist:·· ~t_~·~nig~·- i:: · .~ "<:. :~ ·t!ie.-.:fi.ve, -~~~~_cis: draf'ted 
·. h'old+-intensified. the:. resen·t~· .. ·. ··. ·by: ,Buddhist·~leaders in Bu~· ·on 
· ment_'engen~er~d- by. ·Th~c.!~.;-·poli.t;,;; . ·: ~o.:·b.·Y·. we~e.· in·.-effecf' a petition. . . .. 

• • 0 lo O 0 • o 0 0 O ~ o0 0 0 R ~ 0 ° ' 0 " O O 

I 
·I , ... · ical· influe~ce- and ac:t:t.v:t.tt~~ ... ·. ... tor. .both .religious· and _political 

···· ... ·· ... __ , .:·· :_ ,_. ... _. ... _..(,· ... ; ·:~-.;.~·.::::,:···:_,.-.· ,,~·: ... ~op~~iis~ons-,-;·.-~n~l_~:d;i)lg t~e.elimi- ·. · .. 
. : ... _: ... Tri · Qu'-ng, th~_.Buddhist: ·! •.. _.,.~ti.on of_.legal restri~tions· not·;·· .. · ·: 
. bonze. w~o .. sparked~·.the'. erup"tion. 1

, •• applic"able. tc;>~- .Cath.olics. and resti- . :-· . 

. . .. 
I 
~ 
I ., 

. _. ... of .. ::t;he~ Buddh"is"t. ·protest. iliovE:nnent· .. tutiC.n .·for tJie · 8.·· Ma:y:.:vict·in:is.;: ·,. · 
in .. Hu~ ·a.q.·· .8. MiiY. ,;: ha~. :.·adlni ~te~ . ·: .·. ·. whether. or '·not: t~4i;: .. demandS_ .. were . I. 

.. . sine~ . taking· refuge· in . the· Ameri- ·.·politically .. motivated·, · prompt . _· ._
1

1 

... ·. C?~~-' _Em~as~y-.. on_ 1 Sept~m~~r.. ~~at a.n~ .a~oi t. g~ve:rmnen~ J~~ndling_ .· .. 
1 ·. h&. h_ad,· .long been plann~ng .. such··- of.· .the ... issue p~.ol;>ably_; could ··~_lave .. 

. a_.:.·(la~p~:l:gri;.·' He. bas· ;_,den1'ed~ .how- · a\ferted the, ;f.~;:jnatic:m~.of,":a·.: .. ~;.._; ; . ·.. _' .. ·. : .. r 
. ev_e!::;· .. d_e.libe_r~ ~e~y .i_n:s.t.!~a ting . t_iom~:l auddhis.~ :_campa~·gn__. ;:-~;nder. · ·. . ... _ I 

. the::Yiolence of 8 May, ... ~hicl;l,.. . GAVB leadersh;Lp·~··· this·:· campaign... . .. 
. cl.llmina ted ln. the d~a th: of:·. eight. n·ot. :o-nly: served ·.'to:. '·fosteio; ... ~·ea tar · ·· . 
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persons during efforts of sec:;u-. :·.cohesion am<;>ng·~ t.h.e. ·¢qunt.;roy:.' S•· dif.- . . : · ·. 
i r.ity:. f.or.ces, ·tq. disperse.: a ·crowd. . :. fu'se> Buddhi"s·t:._.follo'Wi~if.-~: but": was" .· ;._:_·:: . ,: 

-... Tri:-.Quahg. cla'ims :_ 'b:e~·.· seized .. : . .on . · .. suppor.ted~ by; :13-;s·e~t$: .. rep~~ese.nte.d.: .. \ -~· . 
. . the: issue {or. a .. showdown~· .having . by· a rece"i1t~y·. ere~ fed .. Inter.~secf ·· · · ~. · 

let·. ·earl:i.er.:·.:opportiuii t:t,es. g·c)~·by, : · .. committee._ :-'riVo_: ·other: ~onpar.t"fc-i- . 
·an.CI· that -.~veri ·.for.~·o~~-t~~e· ... ~*b.;, .· · pat~~g.-sec.ts.·.a~~:-repp~~~-~l)r .. ~gi)v~~ ... · : .· 
seqru:!n~ .. ,t_o .: 8 · May; .. ·· th~-~ _Bud,~~-~ ts. ~ e],"mnen t:-~ub~.i~_i_z·ed. ~ ·:·'·~;.; ~~~1-l time . . . . :I 
would. have. settled'· for .. an-. end. . . that .. the government. reached· a:.·· .·. · . 
to '.rel~-g~o~~- ._disc~f~natio~:-~. · :·. . -~~m~r?mise a·gre~~u~~~t;.·_:o!l }6~>i'~ne, ! · ·.· , j 
~is sta te~ents ... ~an~_ot. q~-· ;r"_efut_ed . ~oweve.r., . the .. ~ddhis_"~s ~ad_.~~;.. : · · · · 
on the·;. basis· of .. hard .information · vel oped. sufficient· momentum·· and-· : ~ 
now···avafli:i.bte. .. . · .. · .. ·· .. : ··, .. · evidence Of· 'new -repreSSi~ns·' to . · .... <; . 

· · ·• . .· · . ! . · · . challe_nge. the r.egim~_'s·~ :Pr~s.e ... · ·:~. ·:~·::;:,~;A 
... · .. Tri ·Qua.ng· and.:-other··· B~d~' . of good,_ .faith.-· .. •_ .. · · . .- .. ·... . .. ::·:::.-:.;.< 

dhis't leaders are iuioim- to 'have . .. . - . . . . :-.-;:~!1 
·.had . a"t leas.'t tw'o· day's' notice . . ' There is. s_trong. ey:i.denc~. : .. I 
. prior ·.to· ·the.· s· May>celebration. t~at the gover_nment ,. through, . : __ :j 
. of· .Buddha ':s ·. b;1rthday. in which its author! tarian inclinat·ions 1 
to. plan. open protests over .. ~-- and its concern over Viet• .. 'Cong . ·. II 

g·overnme:Qt e·ffo:rt t·o apply a . _ine!!tiga tipn or exploitation. of 
directive--long stan.ding. but -the _BUddhist ~ssue, was disposed 
not previously-enforced--con- from the beginning to regard·the 
cerning the:d:isplay.of the.Bud- Buddhist leadershipas subver.sive 
dhist .. flag~ The. government's .. and .to deal.with" it forcefully. 
chargEs, however, that- the en'"": When _it re_frained· from _doing:_so, 
s.uing deaths "were caused. by a ~nder US p~essur.e, whil~ sj;all""': 
Viet Co;ng grenade rat.her than·.. · ing on concessions, the. Bud..;. 

. by. government· troops 'is· no~ .. ·. . dhists. were.· able t~. arouse .pub-.· 
~~rne. out by ··~eyewi tness_·._reports lie syinpa_thy by t;);rogan~z~ng · .. 
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SECRET 

demonstrations and, ultimately, . 
by self-immolations which, what-· 
-ever their·political effects, 
repre_sent a sacrificial gesture 
compatible with the traditions 
of Vietnamese (Mahayana) Bud-

. dhism. AI though by early Au-· 
gust the fervor of the Buddhist 

·movement may .have been partly 
out .of control, as claimed by 
the Buddhist leaders, the lat­
ter were already expanding_their 
demands in la.te June; in mid­
July moderate Buddhist clergy 

. were expressing. alarm over· the 
political aims·of extremists in 
.the mpvement. There {s .. almost 

· .:. ·:no question that Tri Quang and 
: · others were actively organizing, 
,_·.:whether from the outset or as 
_a:result of frustrations en-

.,_,. _·:.count~red during the_ campaign,· 
. aMvehicle ·to bribg about the 
.. -government's overthrow, though 

·:they do not ·appear to have co-
operated with Diem's traditional 
·political . ·opponents~-

The government has claimed 
it has-proof of-Communist di.;.. 

'-recti·on of the Buddhist campaign, 
but officials privately ad~it 

there is little hard evidence 
of.this, other than VietCong 
directives to exploit the ·:is­
sue.! 

I Quang him-
. ite per-

. sonal antipathy to Diem, he ini~ 
tially accepted the President 
as.a strong anti-Communist leader; 
it. was only later that he con­
cluded that Diem could not·wi~ 
the war and that the Buddhists 
were caught between the evils 
of ·tbe regime and of :the_· Viet 
Cong. ·Quang, however, is·polit­
i_cally sophisticate~. and. some­
what devious in his approacn~ 
.A· Vietnamese source, one who .· 

· regards most Buddhist leaders 
as sincerely mptivated, has 
expr~ssed distrust of Quang .. 
and his denials of Communist 
sympathies. (SECRET) 
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