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.1 ~ THIS Rff'ERS TO CAS CABLES f'VS•9153 AND f'VS;..,915¢~ 

2 ~ TMERE AAS BEEN SOME SORT Of' ASSASS I NAT ·I ON RUMOR ON_ THE. 

i 
I 

AVERAGE Of' ABOUT ONE IN EVERY T[N DAYS SINCE I HAVE BEEN H£RE, · '· 
AND WE HAVE BRUSHED THEM ASIDE. BUT THE· RUMORS IN ABOVE-MENTIONED 
CABLES .. ARE SUF'f' I C I ENTL Y BEll EV ABLE TO WARRANT f'RESH STATE-DEFENSE 
PlANNING ON TWO MAJOR POINTS: 

~~-. I r. I AM ASSASSINATED IN THE WAY. I NO I CAT£0 IN ABOVE REPORTS,-
.tHE DEED WILl IN Ef'F"ECT HAVE BEEN .DONE BY THE ·avN RPT GVN8 

HqWEVER MUCH THEY ATTEMPT TO 0 .I SQU I SE I T ~ S I NCE THEY W 1. Ll .. HAVE: 
INSTIGATED tHE MOB AND Wll'L .HAVE DEN-IED tiS THE· POl-'ICE PROTECT-ION 
I . : . 

WHICH TH(Y ARE TOTAllY CAPABLE Of GIVING US .1 N . VIEW Of THE VERY 
LARGE-POliCE f'ORCE IN SAIGON WHICH IS UNDER THEIR ABSOLUTE· CONTROl~ 
THIS WI LL0 THEREfORE, AUTOMATICALlY CONST I TUTE A RUPTURE OF" D I PLG-·: 
MATIC RELATIONS AND MEANS THAT PRESENT ASSUMPTIONS UNDERlYING . 
U.~~~ PRESENCE HERE. WOULD BE FALSE. lH IS Wl~l HAVE: GRAVE·· CON-
S'~U~NCES FOR_All AMERICANS IN VIET•NAM.o NOTABlY AS REGARDS 

· "EVACU~TION AND THERE SHOULD BE fRESH CONTINGENCY PlANNING 10. 
COVER THIS SITUATIONo 

. . . . 

S~. If' I AM ASSASSINATED., A N,EW SITUATION W()UlD BE ~.REATED 
WHICH MIGHT GIVE US A CHANC:E TO 'MOVE Eff'.ECT I VEl Y FOR A CHANGE. 
OF' GOVERNMENT USING METHODS wHICH WOUlD NOW. BE REJECTED BY U~.S~. 
AND WORLD OPINION, BUT WHICH WOUlD THEN BECOME ACCEPT ABlE·~ . . 
THERE SHOUl.O BE. STATE-DEFENSE PLANNING ON THIS~ · ·. · 

~-- f"OR DIEM 
·· REPftODUCTION: FROM THIS COPY IS 

SECRET PROHIBITED UNLESS .,UNCLASSIFIED" 



·.· 

·I 
i 
I 

:i 
.; 

' 
'' :: 

. i 
' 

' 

! . 
' 

.; . ,. 

: ~ . 

~(, .. 

SECRET 

-2- ·676, OCTOBER 1¢9_ 5 PM FROM SAIGON 
. . 

3~-. FOR DIEM AND.NHU EVEN· TO BE THINKING OF MY ASSASSINATION IS 
. SO UNBELIEVABLY· IDIOTIC-THAT A REASONABLE PERSON WOULD REJECT IT 

OUT OF" HANDo BUT NHU IS APPARENTLY PLEASED WITH HIS RAIDS ON 
THE BUDDHIST PAGODAS LAST SUMMER AND. IS SAID TO BE ANNOYED WITH 

. . I 

ME FOR- HAVING ADVISED HIM TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY FOR .AWHILE·~ 
A-LSO. -HE IS REPORTED. TO BE, SMOK I NG OP I UMo. · FOR All THESE REASONS 
MY·. ASSOCIATES HERE, WHOSE EXPER I ENCE ANTEDATES. MINE,. CONS I OER . :-
ASSASSINATION TO BE A RE-AL POSStB·ILITY~ NEEDLE_ss· TO SAY.,. THIS 
COMES AS NO SURPRISE, AS I REAli ZED THE- .POSS I BIll TY Of TH·I S 

ji.IHEN I ACCEPTED TH I S POST,o 

Jr.- I. HOPE TO HAVE THE ENTRANCE GATES TO tHE BUilDING €LOSE[>" 
WHEN CROWD BEGINS TO GATHER AND FOR THE MARINES TO THROW 
TEAR GAS FROM. INSIDE-TO PREVENT CROWD FROM BREAI<lNG Tf.IE GATES 
DOWN. . .I F THE . CROWD TR I ES TO ENTER THE BU I LD I NG BY l!fROW I NG 
LADDERS OR OTHER CATWALKS FROM THE CHINESE HOUSE NEXT DOOR OVER. 
TO. OUR OUTS I DE BALCONIES~ W_E WILL TRY TO THROW THE lADDERS OFF 
AND USE TEAR GAS THEREe· TOOe I PLAN !tvf.i~EDIATE· PROTEST TO GVN, 
E,I_THER BY TELEPHONE OR-VI· A· MACV RPT MACV ~ BUT I PLAN NO 
RPT NO SHOOTING. 

;--. 

. 5o: AM IN CLOSE CONSULTATION WIJH MACVo 

·· 6 o 1 HAVE I NSTRUCTED CAS ACT I NG STAT I' ON CH I £F" TO HAVE. H I S 
AGENT TELL SOURCE THAT lf.GVN .AUTHORITIES _MOUNT StiCH -AN OPERATION. 
AMERICAN RETALIATION Will BE PROMPT AND ·AWfUL BEYOND DE:SCRI.PTION~-
SOURCE WILL BE INVITED TO·EXAMINE RECORD OF. Uo· .S~.MARINES IN 
PACIFIC OUR I NG Wvl I I RPT W-11 I I AND ASK HIMSELf. CANO I OL Y WHE·THER 
GVN WiSHES TO. HAVE SUCH A HORRIBLE AND CRUSHING BLOW DESCEND ... 
. ON THE:Mo · 

lODGE· 

JVC/~7 

NOTE: PASSED WHiTE HOUSE 1¢-1-¢-63 7:¢7 AM 
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