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FROM : SAIGON 

TO: Secretary of State 

NO: 731 1 OCTOBER 18, .li PM r . 003 

PRIORITYo 

·ACTION DEPARTMENT PRIORITY 731 1 INFORMATION CINCPAC .42o· 

.EVES ONlY f'OR SECRETARY RUSK. 

PlS PASS SECRET MY MCNAMARA ANIO . DC I 1 .MR·~ JOHN MCCONE, EYES ONLY 

CINCPAC POlAD EXCLUSIVE .FOR ADMIRAl fElT 

l"o .PU~SUANT OT INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINED PARA 9 DEPTEL 534 
AND ElABORATION PARA 9 DEPTEl 57~~ .WITH MACV .CONCURRENCE I 
APPOINTEO.MAJOR GENERAl RICHAAIO.Q~, STILWElL, ASSISTANT CHIEf 
·or STAFf' J•3 MAO/ AN!D .THE .C~ ACTJNG ·cH!EF' Of". STATION· . 
(ACOS) TO CONVEY SuBSTANCE Of' PARA 9 lOEPTEl 53~ TO DEPUTY 
SECRETARY Of' DEf'£NSE NGUYEN DINH.THUANo 

.2 • . GENERAL STILWELL AND THE ACOS MET THUAN AT GlA lONG PAlACE 
BY· . APPO I t~TMEN'i ON THE MORN liNG Of' OCTOBER 11~ THE MEET I NG 

. :LASTED APPROXIMATElY ,.5 MlNUTESo-GEINo .STILWEll OPENED THE 
. ··CONVERSATION BY STATING THAXNE HAD RE.CENTl Y BEEN TRAVELING 

Wl TH ACT I NG ARVN CH I Ef"Of' STAF'f" 1 ·. MAJOR GENERAl TRAN VAN · 
OON,· TO VARIOUS SUBORDINATE HEADQUARTERS THROl:JGHOUT.VIET~AM 
AND· ·THAT THE PURPOSE OF' THESE TRAVELS HAD BEEN TO INSURE 
THAT All UNITS WERE ~lNG ·rull CONTRIBUTION TO THE.WAR .[f'f"ORT~ 
G~N~ , ST ILWELL ADIDEO THAT IN THIS ll GHT 1 .. THIS MEET IN~.· HAD ·BEEN .. 
REQUESTED WITH·THUAN~ 

. . 

·3~ THUAN IMMEDIATELY STATED,. myou·avE COME TO TALK ABOUT THE 
SPECIAL. fORCES~" GEN~ _STilWEll AND ·rHE ACOS ·ACKNCM..EDGED 

./ THAT THIS '·· 
SE ·- · REPRODUCTION FROM THIS c·opy IS 

---- PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 
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SECRET 

... 2 ... 73-U 1 OCTOBER 18, 4 PM FROM SAIGON~ 

THAT THOS WAS TRUE AND THEIN PROCEEDED TO EXPlA~N THE STRUCTURE: 
AND SUPPORT Of SPECIAl fORt[S UNITS IN THE SAIGON AREAe 
IT WAS POINTED OUT THAT Of TEN SPEC~Al fORCES COMPANIES, 
SEVEN ARE MEMBERS Of ARVN AND ARE MJAP .... SUPPORTEDJ THREE COMPANIES 
ARE CIVIliAN AND ARE SUPPORTED ENTIRElY BY CAS~.AC0S THEN 
STATED THAT HE WAS INSTRUCTED ,To· INDICATE TO THUAN THAT UNLESS 
THE CiVILIAN COMPAN~ES WERE [F'F'ECT~VElV SUBORDINATED TO THE 
JGS ANIO COMMITTED TO FIELD OPERATOONSa All SUPPORT Of THESE 

. C~AN u:s WOULD CEASE • GEN~ . ST ~ lWEl!l... AOOED THAT TH ft S APPL H:O 
TO THE MAP ... SUPPORTED UNITS-AlSO BUT WOUlD BE REF'LECTtED ~N 
THE lONG TERM, UND~R THE OOND.~ 1 ~ ONS SPEC! f" I EI01 BV lA DECREASE 
EQUIVAlENT TO SEVEN COMPANIES I~ THE OVER/All MAP SUPPoRT 
BUDGET a. ft.T W~ CMEf'UU,"f ·IEXPLIAINEIO THIAT THE PURPOSE OF' TH~S 
ACT I ON·· WAS TO PlACE THESE UN~ TS IN D ~ RECT SUPPORT OF THE WAR 
EFfORT UNDER HIS CONTROl~ 

.4~ THUAN SlED*:[) TO A!SOOfRIB TH~S F.UllV AND REPEATED HIS UNDER.,. 
ST-AND liNG THIA 1 IOOTH ~P AND CAS SUPPORT Of' SP~C I Al FORCES WOUlD 
CIEASlE IJ~~lESS VII ETNb\MESE SPEC 1/Al. fORCES ARE 'EFF'ECl.l VEl Y 
SUBORDI~IATED TO THE JGS lAND CO~~IlfED TO FIELD OPERIAliONSo 

5e THUIAN WIAS f'URlHER INFORMED THAT HENCEFORTH PAYMENTS TO 
MOUNTAIN SCOUTS ~D BORDER SURV/Eill/ANCE PERSONNEl WOUlD BE 
MADE ONLY THROUGH US SPECIAL FORCES MECHANISMS AND FUNDS 
F'OR THESE PROGR~ WOUlD NO RPT NO lONGER BE GIVEN DIRECTLY 
TO COlo TUNG~ ninJAN WAS ASSURED iiHAT THE ACTUAL PASSAGE OF'' 
F'UNDS WOUlD BE THROUGH THE HANDS OF' VIETNAMESE. NOT AMERICAN9 
Of'f'~CERS BlllT THAT AMERiCAN SPECIAl f'ORCES WORKI·NG WDTH THEIR·· 
VIETNAMESE COUNTERPARTS IN THE PRO\q NCES WOUlD DIRECTlY 
OVERSEE THE E_XPEND I TlDRES OF THESE F'UNDSo THUAN WAS INTERESTED 
IN. THE ~UINITS.INVOlVfE(l) ~INID SEEM£10 SURPRISED AT THEIR MAGNITUDE~ 

6~ THUAN WAS TOlD THAT THE USG DOES NOT RPT NOT PlAN ANY 
PUBliC A~OUNCEMENT Of TH~S STEP BUT, If IT BECAME KNOWN 
AND If' THE E~ASSV W[!RE OOER~IEI01 wt WOUlD STATE THAT TH~S 
ACl~~E StD BEE~ TAKEN SINCE WE C~NOT S~PPORT FORCES NOT 
RP"r NOT D ~REt TIL V CONTRIBUTING TO THE Wt.!IR EffORT • THUAN WAS 
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SECRET 

- 3"" ·731 , OCli'OBER U 8, · 4 PM rROM . SA I OON~ 

AlSO ONfORMEID THAT THIS MATTER WOUlD AlSO BE- TAKEN UP DIRECTLY 
WfTH COl~ TUNG~ H£ CONCURRED IN THIS ·AND STATED THAT HE WO~lD 
DISCUSS THE MAT-TER I~D!ATElY WITH T~E PRESIDENT~ 

I 

NOTE: PASSED WHITE HOUSE, AT 7:56 AM, OCTOBER 18, 1963 · 
fASS!ED OS[() AT-8:~¢-AM, OCTOBIER·l89 1963~. · · . 
PASSE(() COA AT 8gf63 AM, OCTOBER 18,. U963~· 
ADVA~CE COPY TO ·S/S ... p AT 7~31 AM, .. oCTOBE~ 18, 1_963~ . 
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